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For more information about the City of Dawson Creek, its inhabitants,
lifestyle and businesses, please contact:

Mayor Wayne Dahlen

City of Dawson Creek

P.O. Box 150

Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4G4

250-784-3616

Fax 250-782-3203

Email admin@dawsoncreek.ca
http://www.dawsoncreek.ca/
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EMPLOYMENT

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May

NORTHEASTERN BC UNEMPLOYMENT RATES

Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec

2000 70 | 56 | 35 | 39 | 54

75194 82| 61 |58 57| 58

2001 47 | — | 44 | 55 | 59

57 | 67 | 70 | 72 | 51 | 52 | 61

2002| 87 | 81 | 84 | 7.7 | 101

16 | 1.7 | 92 | 77 | 81 | 93 | 93

2003 89 | 82 | 71 | 7.2 | o7

72 | 72 | 77 |79 | 68 | 6.0 | 43

2004| 44 | 42 | 46 | 50 | 63

83 190 |80 | 63 |47 | — | —

2005 49 | 45 | 5.0

In March 2005, the unemployment rate in BC was 6.5% and 3.5% in Alberta.

— The unemployment rate for Northeastern BC has been suppressed due to high sample variance.

MAJOR EMPLOYERS LABOUR FORCE BY
INDUSTRY
— Lawrence Meat Packaging Total
— Louisiana Pacific Total Experienced Labour 5.680
—  Borek Construction Force K
— H.F. Nodes Construction Agriculture and related 80
—  Caribou Road Services Forestry, Logging and related 85
—  City of Dawson Creek Mining, Oil & Gas extraction 270
—  Northern Lights College Urtilities 50
—  Province of BC Construction 435
—  School District #59 Food Manufacturing 35
—  Northern Health Authority Wood Product Manufacturing 190
—  Wal-Mart Paper Manufacturing 45
—  Dawson Co-op Wholesale Trade 160
—  Society for Community Living Retail Trade 830
- South Peace Community Transportation & 410
Resources Warehousing
Information & Cultural
. 100
Industries
EMPLOYMENT Finance & Insurance 125
The services available are focused on Career Decision Real Estate & Rental/Leasing 115
Making, Skills Enhancement, Job Search and Job Professional, Scientific &
Maintenance activities. Technical Services 175
JOB SEARCH & SUPPORT SERVICES Administration & Support, 240
1105-103 Avenue Waste Management Services
Dawson Creek Educational Services 440
205-782-8744 Health Care & Social 625
http://www jobsearchonline.bc.ca/ Assistance
Arts, Entertainment &
ABORIGINAL CONNECTIONS TO EMPLOYMENT Recreation 90
#25-1405-102 Avenue Accommodation & Food
Dawson Creek Services 545
2507823045 Other Services 245
Public Administration 280
BC Stats, Statistics Canada
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MINING

NEMI

NEMI (Northern Energy & Mining Inc) has received a Technical Report for its
Trend Small Mine Project.

Once all approvals are in place, NEMI intends to develop Trend at an annual rate
of 240,000 tonnes commencing in the Fall of 2005.

The Technical Report confirms:

a. Reserves of 2 million tonnes for a 7-year mine life.

b. Capital expenditure totals $37.7 million which includes working capital and
capital to replace 10 miles of rail track.

The coal is classified as a medium volatile bituminous coal and is suitable for use
as a metallurgical coal.

The proposed mine site is located about 7 km SE of the former Quintette Coal
Mine.

http://www.nemi-energy.com/

HILLSBOROUGH RESOURCES

Hillsborough Resources completed the acquisition of a major group of coal
resource properties located in the Tumbler Ridge area of Northeastern BC.

The properties are primarily metallurgical coal properties, with the most
significant being the Five Cabin Block. This property lies some 15 kilometres
southwest of the once operating Quintette Mine. It is close to rail and is easily

accessible by all-weather gravel roads via the Murray River valley.

Drilling has commenced in the Five Cabin block and will continue through the
summer.

Hillsborough has received expressions of interest from a number of international
parties regarding marketing rights to the metallurgical coal produced from these

properties, including end-users and trading companies.
http://www.ccnmatthews.com/

CITY INITIATIVES

BANK OF MONTREAL FAIR SHARE

AWARD The City of Dawson Creek has
The City of Dawson Creek was received $10,503,641 as its portion of $35

awarded the 2005 FEconomic million of Fair Share money for the Peace

Development Marketing Project of River REglopal District.

the Year Award by the Bank of The Village  of Pouce  Coupe also

Montreal. received a cheque in the amount of

The award recognized the $839,000 as its share.

Dawson Creek e-cards as “a new

and innovative” marketing tool.
Peace River Block Daily News

The Mirror
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CITY INITIATIVES

2005 DAWSON CREEK
COMMUNITY

MAGAZINE

The Dawson Creek & District
Chamber of Commerce, the City of
Dawson Creek and Tourism
Dawson Creek are pleased to
announce the arrival of the 2005
Dawson Creek Community
Magazine.

The 2005 publication is a
massive production consisting of
15,000 copies of the Community
Magazine, 5,000 additional copies
of the Economic Development
section, and 4,000 copies of the
Visitor’s guide.

The Mirror

INFRASTRUCTURE
FUNDING

The City’s portion of the one-time $35
million infrastructure payment announced
as part of the Fair Share agreement, will be
used to help cover the cost of the South
Peace Community Multi-plex.

The City’s share of the money is
approximately $10 million.

Traditional infrastructure
improvements will be addressed with the
city’s annual Fair Share grant. That grant,
from the provincial government in lieu of
industrial taxation, will be approximately
$6.5 million a year and indexed to the
growth of the oil and gas industry in the
region.

Peace River Block Daily News

CHAMBERLAIN HERITAGE & NATURE PARK

A group of citizens is moving forward with its plan to transform the heavy bush

known as the Chamberlain Nature Park into an accessible and educational
recreational asset for the community.

First among the priorities for the new group is to perform a detailed study of the
area and decide upon a cohesive trail route. Some trails, made by recreational bikers
and skateboarders, already exist on the property. These trails will have to be
standardized and, in some cases, levelled out or widened to make them ideal for
walking.

It is also intended to preserve the park’s natural state and endeavour to design

the trail system with as little impact on the ecology of the site as possible.
Peace River Block Daily News

DAWSON CREEK WATERSHED SOCIETY

The Dawson Creek Watershed Society has a mandate to restore and sustain the
watershed of the Dawson Creek as a healthy ecosystem, as well as promote
stewardship of the watershed through education and public programs.

The City of Dawson Creek is a permanent member of the Society and has
appointed three representatives.

The Dawson Creek starts about seven or eight miles west of the city and ends
where it drains into the Pouce River, about 500 metres east of the Snakepit Road.

Years of soil erosion have all but destroyed fish spawning beds, wiping out fish
habitat in most of the creek for the larger species.

The society’s plan of action includes hiring a consultant to help with stream
assessment, hydrology and vegetation and wildlife assessment, thanks to a $12,000
grant from the City of Dawson Creek. The critical work that needs to be done will

likely include a general cleanup of the creek and bank stabilization.
Peace River Block Daily News
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CITY INITIATIVES

CLEANUP CAMPAIGN

The Annual Clean-up Campaign was announced for the week of May 14-22, with
the pitch-in day for residents of Dawson Creek to pull together and clean up the city

for May 15.
The Mirror

BRANDING THE PEACE

The Peace produces some of Canada’s top honey, oats and lawn grass seed.
Organic producers can truly claim a top-quality product and there are world class
artists and tourist attractions, as well as renewable resources like wind energy.

Producers and organizations from across the BC and Alberta Peace got together
a few years ago and decided to market the Peace Country as a unique region.

Peace Country Canada is a marketing campaign to promote the entire Peace
region. Members come from all sectors of the economy: tourism, agri-food,
investment, media, arts and manufacturing.

For more information, visit http://www.peacecountry.comy/.
Peace River Block Daily News

AGRIPLEX FUNDING

The province has contributed an additional $2 million to the construction of the
new AgriPlex part of the South Peace Community Multi-Plex project.

The AgriPlex facility will be approximately 85,435 square feet under one roof.
The planned facility includes 90 stables, a specialized livestock/equestrian wash bay
and drying area, administration offices and full shower and washrooms for users and
visiting exhibitors. It will have spectator seating for 350, a retail and food concession
and public washrooms. It will have double-entry weatherproof door access and a
specialized manure/waste removal system.

The indoor ring will allow for rodeo events and for equestrian events such as
dressage, jumping and heavy horse pulls. It will have dedicated truck and rig parking

to handle horse and livestock trailering.
Northeast News

DRIVER TRAINING

The City of Dawson Creek has teamed up with ICBC to train its employees
whose work involves a large amount of driving,

The course is designed to promote a shift in behaviours and attitudes in regards
to road safety, and will be an additional asset to the professional driver instruction
and in-house fleet training and policy initiatives such as the Safety Cone Program.

The course is based on a behavioural change model, raising awareness, assessing
your own driving behaviours, taking ownership of the problem, taking action and
maintain safe driving behaviour.

Dawson Creek is the first place in Northeastern BC to implement the program

that has shown tremendous success in Alberta.
The Mirror
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EDUCATION

SAFE ONLINE

OUTREACH

The Safe Online Outreach Society
visited Central Middle School. Armed
with presentations, a ton of
information from surveys and studies,
as well as a video, the goal was to
bring awareness of Internet predators

to communities, parents and youth.
The Mirror

ENCANA BURSARIES
EnCana has created the $10,000

EnCana High School Educational

Bursary which will be awarded

annually to one graduating student

within the school districts where

EnCana operates. It will be

distributed in payments of $2,500

per year.
The following schools are

eligible:
¢ Chetwynd Secondary

School

¢  South Peace Secondary

e Tumbler Ridge Secondary

To qualify:

®  Your school is in a district
where we operate;

®  You meet our conditions of
eligibility; and

® You are entering a Faculty
of Engineering or
Departments of Geology or
Geophysics

Contact the school district for

more information.
Northeast Weekly
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Central Middle School

NLC CULINARY ARTS

COMPETITION

Six Northern Lights College students
competed in the Regional Culinary
Challenge in Edmonton against other
colleges and universities.  The team
earned gold medals for their performance
with a score of 195.4 out of 220 points.
The team placed third overall, a mere

0.45% from first place.
The Mirror

POUCE COUPE

ELEMENTARY

School District 59 has proposed a
deal to the Village of Pouce Coupe for a
multi-functional facility containing an
elementary school and community centre.

The community school deal offered
by the District would call for the Village
of Pouce Coupe to pay for the
construction costs associated with the

community centre.
Northeast Weekly




Page 15

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES

RELAY FOR LIFE

The Canadian Cancer Society is once again gearing up for Relay for Life, the
signature fundraising event for raising funds for people living with cancer and cancer
prevention programs.

Last year, 34 communities in the BC/Yukon Division teamed up in the fight
against cancer, raising over $3 million. Dawson Creek’s participants rose over
$60,000 in last year’s Relay for Life event.

This is a great day for friends and co-workers to team up and camp out for the
day at the Northern Lights College Campus and take turns walking or running the
relay track.

Live music and entertainment is provided throughout the day, coordinated by
the Kiwanis Performing Arts Center. The Hospice Society will be cooking up
burgers and hotdogs.

The Luminary Ceremony is the highlight of this 12-hour event. Over 500
luminaries (candles) are lit up on the track for the final 2 laps of the day. These
luminaries are purchased prior to the event, bought by friends and family to honor a

loved one.

ROYAL PURPLE

The ladies of the Royal Purple have
donated the funds for the purchase of a
Victor Reader Classic to enable a local
young visually impaired woman to read.
The machine functions very similarly to
a portable CD player but offers much
more to clients that are visually
impaired. It plays music CDs and MP3s
and book CDs, among other things. It
uses simple features, making it easy to
navigate through the music library,
books or magazines. The user can also
use the large function keys to change

tone and pitch, volume and speed.
The Mirror

KIWANIS CLUB
The Kiwanis Club donated $4,200
towards the lease of the Community

Policing Van.
The Mirror

DC COMMUNITY CHURCH
The Dawson Creek Community
Church has donated $1,857.54 to the Ark

Christian Youth Centre.
The Mirror

The Mirror

PRESCHOOLS

The Mother Goose Preschool
located within Notre Dame School
will soon begin the prep work for
their new playground. The preschool
applied for a one-time grant through
the provincial government and was
thrilled to receive $21,821.86 to pay for
the full cost of the project.

Campus Kids Daycare is also the
recipient of a one-time grant to the
tune of $8,557.27. This will be used
for a communications center, range
and range hood, a microwave,
dishwasher, storage units and a book

stand.
The Mirror

CO-OP BREAKFAST

The annual breakfast fundraiser
at the Dawson Co-op Café raised

$2,188.27 for the Cancer Society.
The Mirror
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RECREATION

MINOR HOCKEY AWARDS

The Dawson Creek Minor Hockey Association handed out its annual awards at
Unchagah Hall where outstanding players, coaches and volunteers were recognized.

The Dawson Creek Brown’s Chevrolet Hawks won the Association’s team of the
year award after finishing the 2004-05 season as one of the most successful clubs.
The Hawks were the runners-up in the Midget Girls Division of the All Peace Minor
Hockey League playoffs, narrowly missing the title after a couple of tough overtime

losses.

BASKETBALL

Central Middle School hosted
an elementary school basketball
tournament. A total of twelve local
schools participated in the all day
event: Ron Pettigrew, Devereaux,
McLeod, Tremblay, Pouce Coupe,
Notre Dame, Parkhill, Tate Creek,
Central Coyotes and Ecole Frank
Ross which entered three teams.

The participants were in
grades four through seven. Taking
top honours with a 4-0 record
were the Central Coyotes. In
second place was Ron Pettigrew
with a 3-1 record and Devereaux

took third with 2-1.
The Mirror

NEW GOLF PRO

The new golf professional at
the Dawson Creek Golf & Country
Club has arrived. Mike White
hopes to bring a fresh approach to
the DC course, looking to further
its tradition of excellence.

All 18-holes at the DCGCC
opened on April 23 and the golf
season is underway.

League play will begin in the
first week of May, with teams
competing for top spots in
commercial, senior, junior, men

and women leagues.
Northeast Weekly

The Mirror

VOLLEYBALL

Local volleyball teams begin to wrap up
their season with tournament play. The
double elimination tournaments feature 16
ladies and 30 co-ed teams. The local
volleyball league attracts around 500
players, with a season that runs from late
September to late April. This is an adult
league, with players ranging in age from 15

and up.
Volleyball also runs a spring league.
The Mirror
SKIPPING

Thirty-two skippers make up the team
for Pulse of the North, a community based
skipping club consisting of a recreational
team as well as a demonstration team, and a
group of competitive individuals that enjoy
the thrill of traveling to the different
competitions.

Pulse of the North skipping team is a
member of the Alberta Skipping
Association and the Canadian Rope
Skipping Federation. Its members range in
age from seven to thirteen.

The competitors have the option to
compete as teams as well as individuals
within their age groups, in four events
consisting of a thirty second speed category,
a three-minute endurance, a three-minute
speed and a power division of double or
triple.

Four competitors from Dawson Creek
placed high enough at the Alberta
provincial competition to compete at the

national level.
The Mirror
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RECREATION

LACROSSE

The BC Lacrosse Association
ran a three-hour introduction to
lacrosse for kids in Dawson
Creek.

The 13 kids in attendance
went through some of the basics
of the sport and parents talked
with other BCLA officials about
equipment, administrative issues
and the possibility of setting up a
league or team in Dawson Creek.

It has been four years since
there was even drop in lacrosse
session offered and it was in the
late 1980s and early 90s when
there was a team representing the
city against other clubs in the

north.
Peace River Block Daily News

MUD BOG

The Mud Dawgs ATV Club’s annual
Mud Bog has become a filthy tradition that
ATV riders young and old look forward to
every May long weekend.

The Mud Bog takes place at a field just
north of Pouce Coupe Elementary where it
has been held for the past three years and
attracted as many as 1,000 people over the
course of the day.

The club members dig a 120x20 foot
hole, fill it with a mix of water and mud and
ATV drivers take turns seeing if one can get
through the sloppy, gooey mess without
getting stuck, much to the delight of the
crowd.

There are different classes based on
engine size, modified machines and kids

classes.
Peace River Block Daily News

CULTURE

POETRY READINGS

The Dawson Creek Art Gallery was the site of poetry readings by award-
winning poet Patrick Friesen along with Genevieve Lehr and Catherine Greenwood.

Genevieve Lehr, published The Sorrowing House; Catherine Greenwood published
The Pearl King and Other Poems; and Patrick Friesen published The Broken Bowl and The

Breath You Take From the Lord.

Support for these readings was provided by the Canada Council for the Arts, the
Peace Liard Regional Arts Council, Northern Lights College, and Writing on the

Ridge.

Northeast News

SOUTH PEACE ARTS FESTIVAL

The 10-day long festival — that includeD piano, drama, dance, vocal and
instrumental sections — culminated in an Honours Concert at Unchagah Hall. As it
does every year, the annual concert event drew a large crowd and featured the very
best performances from throughout the festival.

Peace River Block Daily News
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HAWKAIR

Hawkair is changing its
scheduled flights from Dawson
Creek to Vancouver to morning
departure times.

Under the new schedule, the
810 am. flight will fly to Fort St
John and then to Vancouver,

arriving at approximately 11:20 a.m.
Peace River Block Daily News

CN RAIL

The 46-mile stretch of rail track
between Hythe, Alberta and
Dawson Creek, BC is set to open on
May 31, 2005.

Over the last nine months,
more than 1000 rotted or damaged
ties were replaced and work done

on 17 bridges.
Peace River Block Daily News

ALASKA-CANADA RAIL

Dawson Creek sent a
delegation to the Alaska-Canada
Rail Corridor Conference in Prince
George.

Recently the Canadian
government has agreed to join the
US to fund an in depth feasibility
study of the project.

The concept is to build a
railroad along the route of the
proposed Alaska pipeline to assist
in building it and facilitate the
exploration of resources throughout
Alaska, Yukon and Northern BC.

The main thrust of the
conference was to get the US
delegation from the State of Alaska
committed to the idea of the Alaska-
Canada Rail Corridor. The project,
estimated to cost between $5 billion
and $10 billion with funding from
both federal governments and
possibly private interests, is still in
its infancy.

Peace River Block Daily News

TRANSPORTATION

SOUTH PEACE ROADS

Dangerous Goods Route: The route
will have a full rebuild, including new
slopes. It also will be expanded to 10.2
metres wide, and there will be
intersection improvements at Highway
97 South, the Old Hart Highway, 221
Road and 17th Street. $5.2 million.

Highway 29: From Chetwynd to
Cameron Lake. $5.4 million for
resurfacing will take place, covering
approximately 41 km with the
intersection of Highway 29 and Highway
97 receiving an upgrade as well.

Left Turn Lanes: $300,000 to
construct left turn lanes at the
intersection of Highway 2 and the
entrance to the Multiplex, with the
installation of streetlights.

$1.8 million for left turn lanes along
Highway 97 at Bessborough Road, Tower

Lake Road and Todd Road.

Side Roads: $2 million for paving
about 20 km of side roads, including
McQueens road, Harper Sub roads,
Reasbeck Road and others in the Moberly
Lake region.

Boundary Road: $9 million for base
construction and widening, along with
paving of 25 kilometres south from the
junction with Highway 2 near Tomslake.

Braden Road: $2 million for base
construction, widening and drainage
repairs (starting 5 km north of the
Barringham Bridge northwest of Dawson
Creek).

Heritage Highway: $3 million for
resurfacing 32 km of road south from the
junction with Highway 97 South.

Other projects include some
gravelling and repairs on side roads, work
on the Pine Pass area, additional culverts
and replacements, some bridge deck
replacements in Arras and Tumbler Ridge
areas, as well as Pouce Coupe Corridor

Improvements.
The Mirror



