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The Dawson Creek Community Profile & 
Investment Guide and In the News are 
produced by: 

Dawson Creek Catholic Social Services 
1209-105 Avenue 
Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 2L8 

 

Photo Credits: 
C. Anderson, New Harvest Media 
D. Pettit, Peace Photographics 
E. Mayoh 

 

Cover Design: 
RG Strategies 

 

The Dawson Creek Community Profile & 
Investment Guide and In the News are filled 
with information and statistical data.  Although 
every effort was made in good faith to ensure 
the accuracy of information contained herein, 
Dawson Creek Catholic Social Services accepts 
no warranty nor accepts liability from any 
incorrect, incomplete or misleading information 
or its improper use.  For more information, 
please contact The City of Dawson Creek at 
250-784-3600. 

 
Dawson Creek Catholic Social Services 

January 2008 

www.dawsoncreek.ca 
For more information about the City of Dawson Creek, its 

inhabitants, lifestyle and businesses, please contact: 
 

Mayor Calvin Kruk 
City of Dawson Creek 

P.O. Box 150, 
Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G4 

Phone:  250-784-3616 
Fax:  250-782-3203 

Email:  admin@dawsoncreek.ca 
http://www.dawsoncreek.ca/  

Photo by E. Mayoh 
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Northeastern BC Unemployment Rates   
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

2003 8.9 8.2 7.1 7.2 6.7 7.2 7.2 7.7 7.9 6.8 6.0 4.3 
2004 4.4 4.2 4.6 5.0 6.3 8.3 9.0 8.0 6.3 4.7 —* —* 
2005 4.9 4.5 5.0 4.1 5.4 5.2 4.9 4.2 4.4 4.4 —* —* 
2006 —* —* —* —* —* 4.4 —* —* 4.2 5.2 4.9 —* 
2007 —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* 

In February 2008, the unemployment rate in BC is 4.1% and 3.5% in Alberta. 
* The unemployment rate for Northeastern BC has been suppressed due to high sample variance. 

2008 —* —*           

Services available are focused on Career Decision Making, Job Search,  Skills Enhancement, and Job 
Maintenance activities. 

JOB SEARCH & SUPPORT SERVICES 

 1105-103 Avenue 
Dawson Creek, BC 

250-782-8744 
Fax 250-782-8018 

http://www.jobsearchonline.bc.ca/ 

NORTHEAST NATIVE ADVANCING SOCIETY 

#101, 1508-102 Avenue 
Dawson Creek, BC 

250-719-0705 
Fax 250-719-0735 

http://www.nenas.org/ 

EM P L OY M E N T SE RV I C E S  

Employment 

British Columbia’s unemployment rate inched down to 4.1% in January; a decline of 0.1 percentage 
points from the previous month. This change in the jobless rate came about as growth in employment 
(+0.5%), in particular full-time positions (+0.9%), outpaced the increase in the number of people either 
working or looking for work (+0.4%) last month.  

British Columbia’s unemployment rate remains among the lowest in the country as jobless rates in the 
western provinces continue to be well below the national average (5.8%).  Data Source: Statistics Canada 

Northeast (2.4%, 3-month moving-average; unadjusted) continued to experience the lowest 
unemployment rate in BC. The highest unemployment rate among the regions was found in North Coast/
Nechako at 8.4%, however, this was a decrease of 0.9 percentage points from the previous. In Kootenay, the 
unemployment rate fell to 4.8% while rising jobless rates in both Victoria (3.0%) and Nanaimo (5.7%) pushed 
unemployment in Vancouver Island/Coast (4.5%) higher. In Thompson-Okanagan (4.8%) where an increase 
in the unemployment rates in Kamloops (7.0%), Kelowna (4.9%) and Vernon (3.1%) contributed to push the 
jobless rate higher in that region. 

Cariboo’s unemployment rate inched higher by 0.2 percentage points to 5.2% in January, while in  
Mainland/Southwest, the unemployment rate was left unchanged at 3.6%. In Vancouver, the 
unemployment rate held firm at 3.7%. Data Source: Statistics Canada 

(Note: unemployment rate for Northeast is calculated by BC Stats using data supplied by Statistics 
Canada) 

BC Stats Infoline, Issue: 08-06 February 8, 2008 

Febr uar y 2008   

LA B O U R F O RC E  



- 4 - 

Dawson Creek & District Hospital 
11100 13 Street, Dawson Creek 

Proposed alterations to shipping and receiving 
area. 8000 square feet, 1 storey. 

Estimated cost: $400,000 
PREPARING PLANS 

Journal of Commerce 

Febr uar y 2008   

Construction 

H O S P I TA L ALT E R AT I O N S  B U I L D I N G PE R M I T S  
For the month of January 2008, there were 

3 building permits issued.  Total value of 
construction is $580,000.  The permits were 
issued for one single family dwelling, one 
renovation and one institutional. 

EPCOR, one of Canada's most experienced power generating companies is exploring a new wind 
project ten kilometres northeast of Tumbler Ridge and 75 kilometres southwest of Dawson Creek. 

The Quality Wind Project (QWP), which is named after nearby Quality Creek, could provide 100 to 200 
megawatts of renewable electricity for British Columbia if approved. Projects like the QWP can help B.C. 
achieve electricity self-sufficiency from clean and renewable sources. 

EPCOR is a Canadian power and water utility with over 100 years of history. The company operates 
3,400 megawatts of power generation throughout North America. In B.C., EPCOR generates power from 
four small hydro facilities and one of the largest biomass facilities in North America, located in Williams Lake. 

EPCOR is exploring the QWP in area beginning about ten kilometres northeast of Tumbler Ridge. EPCOR 
has an investigative use permit (IUP) from the government for a 5,000 hectare site, a large portion of which 
was burnt by the 2006 Hourglass Creek Fire. The area is essentially a raised plateau where logging, oil and 
gas activity has occurred. 

If they go ahead with the project, something that will likely be decided sometime in 2009, EPCOR 
estimates 60 -100 turbines (1.5-3 megawatts each) for 25 years. 

The site was selected because it has a good wind resource (wind data has been collected on site for 
approximately 2 years), is close to a transmission interconnection and is easily accessible by existing Highway 
and roads. 

EPCOR has retained Hemmera to assist with the development of relevant documentation and manage 
the environmental assessment process for the Project, including associated studies. 

Northeast News, Dawson Creek Daily News 

EPCOR’S  QUA L I T Y  WI N D  P RO J E C T  

Energy 
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Canada Energy Partners Inc. reported that it is implementing a 
Montney Shale exploration strategy on its lands in northeast British 
Columbia. The Company's land holdings include approximately 64 
sections or 41,788 net acres of drilling licences with rights to the Doig/
Montney Shale play in the Peace River area of northeast British 
Columbia. 

Rigzone.com 

CA N A DA  E N E RG Y  PA R T N E R S  

Febr uar y  2008   

Energy 

NUMBER OF WELLS 
DRILLED IN BC  

1997 583 

1998 652 

1999 627 

2000 777 

2001 882 

2002 646 

2003 1049 

2004 1213 

Oil & Gas Commission 

2005 1376 

2006 1416 

2007 899 

2008 139 

The provincial government took in approx $116.92 million from the 
February Crown sales, for rights to 52 812 hectares at an average of 
about $2,214 per hectare. In 2007 the government took in 
approximately $19.95 million for 24 275 hectares for an average price 
of $821.84/hectare. 

The second sale this year put the B.C. total at $125.48 million for 64 
996 hectares at an average of $1,931 per hectare. In the same period of 
2007, B.C. had collected $63.87 million for 55 782 hectares at a per-
hectare average of $1,145. 

While the highest bonus bids of $20 million and $17.55 million 
were put up for parcels at 94-O-10 and 94-O-16 near the Northwest 
Territories border, industry submitted top per-hectare bids of $10,388 
and $9,799 for licences at 80-18 and 81-20 W6M northwest of Dawson 
Creek. 

Hunt Oil Company Of Canada Inc. put up $10.63 million or about 
$5,155 per hectare for the 2 063-hectare parcel at 93-P-5, which is in 
the Sukunka area. 

February 2007 - $19.97 million 
February 2006 - $53.07 million 
February 2005 - $18.45 million 
February 2004 - $17.44 million 
February 2003 - $23.69 million 
February 2002 - $7.14 million 
February 2001 - $125.85 million 
February 2000 - $20.33 million 

Government of BC News Release 

OIL & GAS SALES 

BC’s 2007 year-end total was 
$1.047 billion as 595,559 hec-
tares were auctioned off at an 

average of $1,758 per hec-
tare. 

Total 2006 - $629.85 million 

Total 2005 - $533.99 million 

Total 2004 - $232 million 

Total 2003 - $646.68 million 

Total 2002 - $288.54 million 

Total 2001 - $439.47 million 

Total 2000 - $248.24 million 

Total 1999 - $176.17 million 

Total 1998 - $94.34 million 

Total 1997 - $211.70 million 

Nickle’s Energy Group 

FE B RUA RY  O I L  & GA S  SA L E  

As of February 18, 2008, there were 79 rigs drilling, 42 released 
and 16 rigs prepped to spud. 

Oil & Gas Commission 

AC T I V E  O I L  R I G S  
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50T H AN N I V E R S A RY  PH O T O  CO N T E S T  EX H I B I T  

Febr uar y  2008   

Culture 

History is a living thing as those who attended the opening of the 50th Anniversary Photo Contest Ex-
hibit at the Dawson Creek Art Gallery saw. 

Fifty pictures representing the past and present in equal measure were on display to celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of the incorporation of Dawson Creek and the Spirit of BC Week. 

"We had over 130 submissions," said curator Ellen Corea. 

"We chose 25 from the photo contest submissions to be in this exhibition and 25 historical pieces." They 
could all have been there, she said. 

A varied mix of old and new, colour and black and white, rural and urban, people and nature were all 
represented to great effect. 

"This event celebrates the people, the arts, the culture and the history of Dawson Creek," said tourism co-
ordinator Dustin Bodnaryk. 

The pictures will become part of the permanent archives and will hang in various buildings throughout 
the city, said Corea. 

"It's a showcase of 50 years," said Mayor Calvin Kruk. The 25 historical representations are only one small 
part of the rich and varied history of this area as Corea reminded people. 

Going through the more than 1,000 pictures the South Peace Archives have now put onto CD was "the 
most fun I ever had", she said. "I'd like to continue this project." 

A call for submissions to the photo contest went out in December and while all the submissions didn't 
make it into the exhibit, they are all on a DVD presentation showing in the gallery. 

Northeast News 

Photo by New Harvest Media 


