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The Dawson Creek Community Profile & 

Investment Guide and In the News are filled with 
information and statistical data.  Although every 
effort was made in good faith to ensure the accuracy 
of information contained herein, Dawson Creek 
Catholic Social Services accepts no warranty nor 
accepts liability from any incorrect, incomplete or 
misleading information or its improper use.  For more 
information, please contact The City of Dawson Creek 
at 250-784-3600. 

 
Dawson Creek Catholic Social Services 

January 2008 

www.dawsoncreek.ca 
For more information about the City of Dawson 
Creek, its inhabitants, lifestyle and businesses, 

please contact: 
Mayor Mike Bernier 

City of Dawson Creek 
P.O. Box 150, 

Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G4 
Phone:  250-784-3616 

Fax:  250-782-3203 
Email:  admin@dawsoncreek.ca 
http://www.dawsoncreek.ca/  

Photo by E. Mayoh 
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• British Columbia’s unemployment rate rose 0.4 percentage points to 5.3% (seasonally adjusted) in 
December as a result of a shrinking number of jobs (–0.3%) and a slight expansion in the size of the 
labour force (+0.1%). This marks the fifth consecutive month in which the province has failed to see an 
increase in the number of jobs. Nationally, unemployment rose to 6.6% in December due to a large drop 
in full-time employment. Data Source: Statistics Canada  

• An increase in the number of jobs and a downsizing of the labour force in Northeast yielded the lowest 
unemployment rate in the province at 3.6% (3-month moving average) in December. North Coast/
Nechako’s unemployment rate rose to 8.4% while joblessness in Kootenay jumped to 7.0%. Cariboo 
(5.6%) and Mainland/Southwest (4.5%) saw unemployment rates edge slightly higher as unemployment 
in Vancouver Island/Coast remained unchanged at 4.5%. Data Source: Statistics Canada  

BC Stats Infoline Issue: Issue: 09-01 January 9, 2009 

LA B O U R FO RC E   

Northeastern BC Unemployment Rates   
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

2003 8.9 8.2 7.1 7.2 6.7 7.2 7.2 7.7 7.9 6.8 6.0 4.3 
2004 4.4 4.2 4.6 5.0 6.3 8.3 9.0 8.0 6.3 4.7 —* —* 
2005 4.9 4.5 5.0 4.1 5.4 5.2 4.9 4.2 4.4 4.4 —* —* 
2006 —* —* —* —* —* 4.4 —* —* 4.2 5.2 4.9 —* 
2007 —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* 

* The unemployment rate for Northeastern BC has been suppressed due to high sample variance. 

2008 —* —* —* 4.3 5.0 5.9 6.2 6.3 5.8 5.0 4.5 3.6 
2009 4.6            

Employment 
January 2009  

In January 2009, the unemployment rate in BC is 5.5% and 4.2% in Alberta. 

The Province of BC and the Government of Canada signed a new Canada-British Columbia Western 
Economic Partnership Agreement (WEPA) that will invest a total of $50 million towards supporting long-term 
economic growth and competitiveness in British Columbia. 

The Western Economic Partnership Agreement (WEPA) will be funded by $25 million each from the B.C. 
government and Western Economic Diversification Canada. British Columbia has participated in two previous 
WEPA partnerships with the federal government to support economic development projects. The current WEPA 
agreement is focused on job creation, business productivity and competitiveness, fostering a low carbon 
economy and generating regional economic development. 

WEPA projects will reinforce B.C.’s economic strengths in knowledge-based businesses and technological 
innovation, and assist resource industries to cope with global economic change. Projects funded through WEPA 
will help British Columbia organizations to research and develop clean energy and environmental technologies, 
accelerate investment attraction to B.C. and support the success of new products and processes. 

(Continued on page 4) 

C A N A DA ,  B.C.  S I G N  $50-MI L L I O N  E C O N O M I C  
P A RT N E R S H I P  
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Hot-In-Place Recycling EPS - Dawson Creek  
Miscellaneous Roads (23.9 Km): Highway 49 - 8.1 km; Rolla Road - 1.5 km; Old Hart Highway - 6.6 km; Old 

Alaska Highway - 4.3 km and S Watson Road - 3.4 km. Approximate quantities: - 500 tonnes of levelling coarse; - 
18,000 m/2 of hot-in-place recycling; - 5,600 tonnes of asphalt mix. 
LOW BID 

Peter's Brothers Construction Ltd,  
716 Okanagan Ave E 
Penticton BC V2A 3K6 
Phone: 250-492-2626 
Fax 250-493-4464  
$2,418,169 

Journal of Commerce 

DAW S O N  C R E E K  A R E A  R OA DWO R K  

B U I L D I N G  P E R M I T S  
For the month of December 2008, there were 10 building permits issued.  Total value of construction is 

$1,236,818.  The permits were issued for five single family dwellings, four garage/renovations and one 
institutional. 

Year end figures show there were 120 building permits issued.  Total value of construction is 31,010,832.  
The permits were issued for 25 single family dwellings, three mobile homes, 14 duplexes, two multiple family 
residences, 54 garage/renovations, 15 commercial, one industrial and four institutional. 

Employment 
January 2009  

First Nations and communities in B.C.’s various regions will also benefit through projects aimed at 
diversifying their local economies. These initiatives will help them face challenges such as the downturn in 
resource-based industries. The $25-million federal contribution for British Columbia is part of a $100-million 
Government of Canada investment in the West through the Western Economic Partnership Agreements. 

Western Economic Diversification Canada, in partnership with the provinces, industry associations and 
communities, promotes the development and diversification of the western economy, coordinates federal 
economic activities in the West and represents the interests of western Canadians in national decision-making. 

Government of BC News Release 

(Continued from page 3) 

C A N A DA ,  B.C.  S I G N  $50-MI L L I O N  E C O N O M I C  
P A RT N E R S H I P  

Construction 
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NUMBER OF WELLS DRILLED 
IN BC  

1997 583 

1998 652 

1999 627 

2000 777 

2001 882 

2002 646 

2003 1049 

2004 1213 

Oil & Gas Commission 

2005 1376 

2006 1416 

2007 899 

2008 882 

2009 103 

OIL & GAS SALES 

BC’s 2008 year-end total was $2.66 
billion as 756,752 hectares were 

auctioned off at an average of $3,518 
per hectare. 

Total 2006 - $629.85 million 

Total 2005 - $533.99 million 

Total 2004 - $232 million 

Total 2003 - $646.68 million 

Total 2002 - $288.54 million 

Total 2001 - $439.47 million 

Total 2000 - $248.24 million 

Total 1999 - $176.17 million 

Total 1998 - $94.34 million 

Total 1997 - $211.70 million 

Nickle’s Energy Group 

Total 2007 - $1.047 billion 

Energy 
J A N UA RY  O I L  & GA S  SA L E 

As of January 27, 2009, there were 98 rigs drilling, 34 released 
and 11 rigs prepped to spud. 

Oil & Gas Commission 

A C T I V E OI L  R I G S  

January 2009  

The January 2009 sale of oil and gas land rights in northeast 
British Columbia generated $7.1 million in bonus bids for 10 280 
hectares at an average of $690 per hectare. In 2008 the sale of oil 
and gas land rights in northeast British Columbia generated $8.5 
million in bonus bids at an average price of $703/hectare. 

A drilling licence, about 42 kilometres southeast of Tumbler 
Ridge and partially within the Ojay gas field, covering multiple 
sections in the adjoining A-93-I-15, D-93-I-16 and L-93-I-9. attracted 
a $3.03-million bid from Canadian Coastal Resources Ltd. The 
broker’s bid worked out to about $1,129 per hectare for the 2 686-
hectare parcel. 

January 2008 - $8.5 million 
January 2007 - $43.92 million 
January 2006 - $51.79 million 
January 2005 - $27.97 million 
January 2004 - $20.63 million 
January 2003 - $17.78 million 
January 2002 - $17.89 million 
January 2001 - $55.39 million 

Nickel’s Energy Group 

Aduro Resources Ltd., a private Calgary-based energy junior, 
has acquired producing natural gas properties, undeveloped land 
and infrastructure in the Monias area of British Columbia.  

The properties consist of 9.9 million cubic feet of gas output a 
day.  

Aduro was formed in 2006 and operates in northeast British 
Columbia.  

© The Canadian Press, 2009 

A D U RO  R E S O U RC E S  



- 11 - 

Residents in Dawson Creek and the surrounding areas will have an opportunity to learn new skills as part of 
the Spirit of Literacy on Feb. 7 and 8.  

People of all ages and backgrounds are invited to attend a number of free workshops at the Northern 
Lights College and Kiwanis Performing Arts Centre to learn valuable life skills from a number of guest 
speakers and professionals. The workshops are free of charge and are intended to be fun and informal with no 
tests or previous experience required. 

“Everybody can learn something,” Dawson Creek’s community literacy coordinator Sandrina Harwood said. 
“And everybody has something they can teach someone else,” regional coordinator Christabelle Kux-Kardos 

added.  

The literacy workshops do not just cover reading and writing skills but will also include creating PowerPoint 
presentations, workplace skills, financial skills, an introduction to the legal system and even a workshop by 
students from the South Peace Secondary School’s Leadership Class on communication technologies like cell 
phones and Facebook. The KPAC component Saturday evening and Sunday morning and afternoon will have 
some artistic workshops to introduce quilting, pottery, silk scarf painting and scrapbooking. 

The Spirit of Literacy is in its second year and this year has been designated as one of five signature events in 
the province for Spirit of BC Week.  

Northeast News 

S P I R I T  O F  LI T E R AC Y 

Education 
January 2009  

Parents, teachers, and students in Dawson Creek expressed their opinions about some tough challenges 
facing the South Peace School District during a community forum on Jan. 21 in the O’Brien building. 

Participants wrote comments or alternatives to several proposals the board was looking at to deal with 
declining enrolment and a surplus of space in district schools.  

Those proposals included amalgamating South Peace Secondary School with Central Middle School and 
keeping grade seven students in the city and surrounding rural areas in their respective elementary schools.  

Those two ideas seemed to generate a lot of debate. Those in favour cited that the spaces could be used 
more efficiently and that it would give students another year before transitioning to another school. Those 
opposed argued that programs and courses would be lost in the shuffle and that it would be difficult for the 
younger students to have much older students in their schools. 

Another idea involved the O’Brien building, where the Resource Centre and programs and courses such as 
Electric Education are located, but is no longer considered a school by the Ministry of Education. Superintendent 
Kathy Sawchuk and assistant superintendent Rob Dennis suggested that the programs housed there could be 
moved to other locations and the building sold, but there was some opposition. 

The challenge the district faces is making up for a drop in full time enrollment funding, and enrollment is 
projected to decline for several more years. 

Sawchuk said the board is not considering closing any schools, but is trying to find a way to use excess space 
in some buildings. Dennis said while enrolment funding has decreased for schools the fixed costs of maintaining 
schools remains the same.  

Northeast News 

C O M M U N I T Y  F O RU M  
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Members of the Dawson Creek Community Services Network were presented with the city’s new Social 
Plan during a meeting on Jan. 20. 

The 120-page document is a comprehensive look at the social needs of the city and how to address them. It 
includes an Action Plan identifying major issues and making recommendations. It also contains an inventory of all 
the community services groups in the city and an outline of the roles and responsibilities the City of Dawson 
Creek and the other levels of government have in addressing social issues. 

“The purpose of (the Social Plan) is to enhance the quality of life of Dawson Creek residence both current 
and future,” Scott Graham of the Social Planning and Research Council of B.C. said.  

The Council is a charitable organization that has worked with cities like Surrey and Langley to develop their 
Social Plans. They were contracted by the City to help develop the Dawson Creek Social Plan in August of 2007 
and presented it to city council in October of last year. Graham said one of the things the document helps to do 
is define the role of the City in social planning. That role includes providing public spaces for community services, 
facilitating partnerships between itself and community agencies, businesses and other levels of government as 
well as bringing local issues to the attention of the province and Ottawa. 

The City has only a limited mandate in providing social services, as aspects like affordable housing and 
healthcare are the jurisdiction of the province. However, Duncan Redfearn with the City’s corporate planning 
department said the Social Plan will be a useful tool to identify social issues and get the necessary funding from 
the province. 

“We can refer to this document and we can show that the issue has been identified,” Redfearn said. “That’s 
going to help us in proposal writing for securing grants and funding for different social programs.” 

The document will also help community agencies identify which levels of government to apply for funding 
from, and to ensure the cooperation of the City in social planning. 

Northeast News 

SO C I A L  PL A N 

January 2009  

Human Services 

As temperatures continue to drop, St. Mark’s Anglican Church in downtown Dawson Creek is opening its 
doors to the homeless and offering them a warm place to sleep at night.  

The Cold Weather Emergency Shelter, which opened on January 5, is the first of its kind in town. St. Mark’s 
offered the use of the part of its building used during the day as a soup kitchen and food bank.  

“It’s basically a community partnership with the Housing Response Network,” said Sheila Hanshaw, project 
and planning coordinator with the Dawson Creek Native Housing Society. 

Hanshaw said that a lack of funding was the reason a shelter wasn’t created in previous years, and one was 
started this year with the support from the province and from donations, including $25,000 from Lake View 
Credit Union. 

The shelter, which can sleep about 10 people, opens at 10 pm and closes at 8 am on days when the 
temperature dips below -10C. Hanshaw said that it is only short-term and for extreme weather, and will continue 
until March or mid-April, depending on the weather and if funding is still available. 

Two workers stay 11 hours over night to monitor the shelter. They offer patrons a mat and heavy wool 
blanket to sleep, as well as some toiletries like toothpaste and soap, and a washroom to clean up in.  

Lights are out and doors are locked at midnight, and it is up to the discretion of the staff whether to let 
someone in after that.  

Northeast News 

E M E RG E N C Y  S H E LT E R 
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Recreation & Leisure 
Global-Spectrum Facility Management along with sister food and beverage company Ovations Food 

Services, were excited to introduce the newest addition to the EnCana Events Centre when they rolled out a 
kitchen-sampling for invited VIPs. 

34-year-old chef, Sonia O'Keefe is a 2001 graduate of the Ballymaloe Cookery School in County Cork, 
Ireland. O'Keefe took the cooking course with 49 other students from 11 different countries. Ballymaloe is a 100-
acre farm that grows all of its own herbs and produce and O'Keefe says each morning students would go out, 
cut the herbs and pick any produce needed for the day so that everything was fresh.. 

"I'd like to be able to source the local community more during the summer months because I think it's really 
important to use what the local region is supplying," she said. 

The Newfoundland born chef relocated to Dawson Creek recently for her husband's career, bringing their 
six-year-old son and is pleased with her new environment. 

Tumbler Ridge News 

E N C A N A  E V E N T S  C E N T R E  H I R E S  C H E F 

Dawson Creek is the first of four communities selected to host the EnCana sponsored Battle of the Border 
women’s hockey tournament in February. 

Calgary’s Oval X-Treme women’s hockey team will play the United States Selects in the opening game of the 
tournament on Feb. 9, at the EnCana Events Centre. 

While residents experience some of the finest hockey, featuring Olympians from both sides of the border, 
proceeds from the event will benefit two local organizations – Dawson Creek Minor Hockey and the Ark 
Christian Youth Centre. 

EnCana matches monies raised through ticket, program, 50-50 and merchandise sales, to a maximum of 
$30,000. 

In the first four years of the tournament, more than $350,000 has been raised to benefit minor hockey and 
family-related organizations in 18 communities in BC, Alberta and Saskatchewan, where EnCana also has 
operations.  

Team members in the Battle of the Border tournament include Colleen Sostorics, Carla MacLeod and Gina 
Kingsbury of Canada, and Molly Engstrom and Chanda Gunn of the US. 

“This will be a great opportunity to come together as a community to support the two local organizations 
and experience great women’s hockey,” adds Brian Lieverse, community relations advisor with EnCana. 

In addition to the game, there are a number of other community focused elements to the Battle of the 
Border tournament, including an autograph session, school visits, and an ‘X-Treme Queen for a Day’ contest. 

This year, for the first time, the first tournament game will be followed with the Community Sport Hero 
Awards presented by EnCana, to be held Feb. 10 in Dawson Creek. 

The evening will celebrate local unsung heroes who have helped to pave the way to the podium and 
beyond for young BC athletes.  

Northeast News 

BAT T L E  O F  T H E  BO R D E R 


