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The Dawson Creek Community Profile & 
Investment Guide and In the News are 
produced by: 

Dawson Creek Catholic Social Services 
1209-105 Avenue 
Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 2L8 

 
Photo Credits: 

C. Anderson, New Harvest Media 
D. Pettit, Peace Photographics 
E. Mayoh 

Cover Design: 
RG Strategies 
 

The Dawson Creek Community Profile & 
Investment Guide and In the News are filled with 
information and statistical data.  Although every 
effort was made in good faith to ensure the 
accuracy of information contained herein, 
Dawson Creek Catholic Social Services accepts 
no warranty nor accepts liability from any 
incorrect, incomplete or misleading information 
or its improper use.  For more information, please 
contact The City of Dawson Creek at 250-784-
3600. 
 

Dawson Creek Catholic Social Services 
January 2010 

City of Dawson Creek 
For more information about the City of Dawson Creek, its 

inhabitants, lifestyle and businesses, please contact: 
 

Mayor Mike Bernier 
City of Dawson Creek 

P.O. Box 150, 
Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G4 

Phone:  250-784-3616 
Fax:  250-782-3203 

Email:  admin@dawsoncreek.ca 
http://www.dawsoncreek.ca/  

Photo by E. Mayoh 
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http://www.dawsoncreek.ca
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British Columbia’s unemployment rate inched higher to 8.4% (seasonally adjusted) in 
December. Job growth in British Columbia stalled in December putting upward pressure on the province’s 
unemployment rate as a result of a slight expansion in the size of the province’s labour force (+0.1%). The 
lack of employment growth can be attributed to a reduction in the number of part-time jobs (–7,700), which 
more than offset the increase in full-time employment (+6,900). 

Employment in forestry, fishing & mining dropped (–4.4%) for a second consecutive month. However, an 
expansion in the number of jobs in the construction (+0.6%), manufacturing (+3.4%) and utilities (+3.6%) 
industries was sufficient to buoy total employment in the goods sector (+0.8%). 

Public administration (–1.9%), finance, insurance & real estate (–2.2%) and education (–2.9%) all saw 
their workforces thinned in December, putting the brakes on service sector employment (–0.2%). This despite 
an increased number of jobs in professional, scientific & technical services (+5.9%), accommodation & food 
(+0.9%), trade (+0.7%) and health care (+0.7%). Data Source: Statistics Canada 

Unemployment rates at the regional level (3-month moving average, unadjusted) ranged 
from a low of 5.4% in Northeast to a high of 12.0% in Cariboo. Compared to the same period last 
year, only Thompson/Okanagan (+3.0%) made any employment gains. However, despite this growth in the 
number of jobs, a rapid expansion in the size of the region’s labour force (+4.4%) pushed its unemployment 
rate up to 7.4% (+1.1 percentage points). Data Source: Statistics Canada 

BC Stats Infoline Issue: 10-01 January 8, 2010 

LABOUR FORCE  

Employment 

In December 2009, the unemployment rate in BC is 7.7% and 6.9% in Alberta. 

Northeastern BC Unemployment Rates   
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

2003 8.9 8.2 7.1 7.2 6.7 7.2 7.2 7.7 7.9 6.8 6.0 4.3 
2004 4.4 4.2 4.6 5.0 6.3 8.3 9.0 8.0 6.3 4.7 —* —* 
2005 4.9 4.5 5.0 4.1 5.4 5.2 4.9 4.2 4.4 4.4 —* —* 
2006 —* —* —* —* —* 4.4 —* —* 4.2 5.2 4.9 —* 
2007 —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* 

* The unemployment rate for Northeastern BC has been suppressed due to high sample variance. 

2008 —* —* —* 4.3 5.0 5.9 6.2 6.3 5.8 5.0 4.5 3.6 
2009 4.6 4.6 6.5 6.5 8.4 7.7 7.9 8.3 7.9 7.2 5.5 5.4 
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Employment 

BUILDING PERMITS 
For the month of December 2009, 

there were 8 building permits issued.  
Total value of construction is 
$899,916.  The permits were issued 
for two single family dwellings, two 
duplexes, and four garage/renovations. 

Year end figures show there were 
118 building permits issued.  Total 
value of construction is $33,207,159.  
The permits were issued for 31 single 
family dwellings, 9 duplexes, three 
multiple family residences, 48 garage/
renovations, 18 commercial, four 
industrial and four institutional. 

BC Stats Infoline Issue: 10-02 January 15th, 2010 

2009 SUB-PROVINCIAL POPULATION ESTIMATES 
Name Type  2006  2007 2008 2009  % Change 

Peace River Regional 
District -- Total 

RD 59329 60214 60992 62244 2.1 

Chetwynd DM 2722 2637 2639 2676 1.4 

Dawson Creek C 11093 11289 11420 11514 0.8 

Pouce Coupe VL 738 744 737 746 1.2 

Tumbler Ridge DM 2491 2434 2441 2450 0.4 

Unincorporated Areas  RDR 21954 22306 22464 22870 1.8 

Construction 
TRANSFER PUMP STATION & WATER 
TREATMENT BOOSTER PUMP 
Dawson Creek 

The City of Dawson Creek (the "Owner") invites Bids for the 
following: Supply and installation of 50HP vertical turbine pump 
and associated piping; Supply and installation of pre-ordered 
75HP vertical turbine pump and associated piping (pipe work 
required within operating potable water clear well); Supply and 
installation of 350kW diesel generator c/w enclosure; 
Construction of 20 square meter building; Removal of existing 
150kW diesel generator from water treatment plant; Concrete 
modifications and installations.  

$1,000,000 estimated construction cost. 
LOW BID 

Hegge Construction Ltd 
620 114 Ave, PO Box 126 
Dawson Creek BC V1G 4G3 
Phone: 250-782-1282 
Fax 250-782-3183 
$775,600 

Journal of Commerce 
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JANUARY OIL & GAS SALE 

As of January 26, 2010, there were 81 rigs drilling, 22 
released and 14 rigs prepped to spud. 

Oil & Gas Commission 

ACTIVE OIL RIGS 

The January 2010 sale of oil and gas land rights in northeast 
British Columbia generated $13 million in bonus bids for 9,444 
hectares at an average price of $1,372/hectare. The January 2009 
sale of oil and gas land rights in northeast British Columbia 
generated $7.1 million in bonus bids for 10 280 hectares at an 
average of $690/hectare. 

The key parcels in the sale included: 
y Six leases in the Blair Creek area, approximately 115 

kilometres north of Fort St. John. Bids of between $1,088 
and $4,249 per hectare totalled over $4.7 million. 

y One lease in the Sunrise Gas Field area, located 20 
kilometres northwest of Dawson Creek, with a per-
hectare bid of over $20,687 per hectare, for a total of 
over $5.3 million. 

y January 2009 - $7.1 million 
y January 2008 - $8.5 million 
y January 2007 - $43.92 million 
y January 2006 - $51.79 million 
y January 2005 - $27.97 million 
y January 2004 - $20.63 million 
y January 2003 - $17.78 million 
y January 2002 - $17.89 million 
y January 2001 - $55.39 million 
y January 2000 - $20.33 million 

JuneWarren-Nickel’s Energy Group 

Energy 

NUMBER OF WELLS 
DRILLED IN BC  

1999 627 

2000 777 

2001 882 

2002 646 

2003 1049 

2004 1213 

2005 1376 

2006 1416 

2007 899 

2008 882 

2009 592 
Oil & Gas Commission 

OIL & GAS SALES 
BC’s 2009 year-end total was $892.9 

million as 389,664 hectares were 
auctioned off at an average of $2,291 

per hectare. 

Total 2008 - $2.66 billion 

Total 2006 - $629.85 million 

Total 2005 - $533.99 million 

Total 2004 - $232 million 

Total 2003 - $646.68 million 

Total 2002 - $288.54 million 

Total 2001 - $439.47 million 

Total 2000 - $248.24 million 

Total 1999 - $176.17 million 
Nickle’s Energy Group 

Total 2007 - $1.047 billion 

Photo by New Harvest Media 
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Terri Hanen attended city council recently in order to 
give a yearly review on the Kiwanis Performing Arts 
Centre (KPAC) and spent some time addressing the direct 
effect the Calvin Kruk Centre for the Arts, soon to be 
built at the old post office, will have on the community. 

"We already bring an additional 8,000 people to 
KPAC through concerts, recitals and other events," she 
said. "I can't wait to see the statistics once we move 
downtown and are in a central location." 

Both the federal and the provincial governments 
agreed to help fund the arts centre through a three-way 
funding split.  

She also added she's put a hold on spending at 
KPAC, saving $100,000.  Those funds will be designated 
to the new building. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

KPAC SAVES FOR NEW CENTRE 

City News 

YEARLY REVIEW 
In 1987, KPAC first opened and featured 

just a single part-time coordinator and operated 
on an annual budget of less than $30,000. 

Over the past two decades KPAC has 
expanded to include a full time director, a part-
time administrative assistant, two part-time 
evening students, a full-time dance instructor, 
16 additional instructors and five full time 
daycare workers. In 2008 KPAC purchased the 
daycare assets from the only group daycare 
centre in the city open year around, Lollipop 
Child Care Centre, and currently employ five 
full-time day-care providers. 

The town of Dawson Creek rallied together to proudly display its healthy living and Olympic spirit to 
capture the coveted title of GamesTown 2010 silver winner. 

Dawson Creek emerged ahead of over a hundred other communities that submitted online entries into 
GamesTown, the ActNow BC initiative launched almost a year ago. Dawson Creek's impressive showing 
earned the community a $50,000 cash award to be put toward upgrading a local healthy living or sport facility. 

"The people of Dawson Creek are known for their can-do spirit," says Peace River South MLA Blair 
Lekstrom. "We are a healthy, outdoors-oriented community that works hard, but also plays hard. Our 
enthusiasm and spirit have shown the rest of the province that we have what it takes to be on the podium of 
GamesTown 2010 champions." 

Just ahead of Dawson Creek's second-place finish, the gold went to the interior town of Princeton. 
Kamloops won the bronze. 

Also part of its prize, Dawson Creek will receive tickets to the 2010 Winter Games including two pairs of 
Olympic tickets and two pairs of Paralympic tickets. 

Between early November 2009 and Jan. 4, 2010, almost 200,000 votes were cast by British Columbians to 
determine the top 10 communities. 

Entries for GamesTown 2010 were judged by a GamesTown 2010 celebrity panel based on criteria that 
included promotion and support of healthy living and environmental sustainability, Olympic spirit, level of 
community engagement at recreation facilities and in amateur sports, and participation in World Healthy 
Living Challenge. 

The GamesTown 2010 judging panel including Olympians Steve Podborski, Simon Whitfield and Nancy 
Greene Raine, along with Dr. Rhonda Low from CTV and Dr. Art Hister from Global. These judges selected 
the gold, silver and bronze winners. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

GAMESTOWN SILVER WINNER 
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A standout rodeo competitor, a star professional hockey player and an accomplished soccer player who 
went on to coach are the first three local athletes to have their names put on the Kenn Borek Wall of 
Distinction. 

Saddle bronc rider Lance Mulvahill of Progress, 10-year NHL veteran Phil Sykes Jr. from Dawson Creek 
and soccer player, coach and organizer Tracy David of Tomslake were selected by a three-person committee. 

The ceremony in the foyer of the EnCana Events Centre, where the wall is on the south side, featured the 
three athletes who were inducted along with three inductees in the business category and another three in the 
professional section. 

Inducted into the professional category were Colonel Timothy Grubb, Canadian Forces Provost Marshall, 
Ben Heppner, opera singer, and Frank Oberle, former MLA from 1972 to 1993. 

The business category honoured local entrepreneurs Herb Nodes, Walter Wright, Don Kirschman and 
Kenn Borek. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

KENN BOREK WALL OF DISTINCTION 

The number of development permits and rezoning requests for the purpose of development that have 
passed before Dawson Creek City Council at the first meeting of the New Year is unprecedented, said Mayor 
Mike Bernier. 

"Usually it's about halfway through the year before we begin announcing 'wow, it's going to be another 
good year,' for us it's our very first meeting of the year," he said. "Now we're talking four or five new 
businesses." 

One of the new developments includes a 10,000 square foot (930 square metre) truck shop on Vic Turner 
Road. Bernier said the business would target the expected increase in oil and gas activity. 

For one of the city's largest new developments to proceed, council approved the rezoning of a number of 
empty lots beside Corlane Sporting Goods and behind the Station Museum from "Commercial - Pawn Shop 
Zone" to "Commercial - General Zone" and "Residential - High Density Multiple Family Zone." This would 
allow the construction of three, 48-unit apartment buildings with commercial properties. 

A rezoning request was made to have the old "Turbo Gas Station at 11408-8th Street rezoned from 
"Commercial - Fuel Sales Zone" to "Commercial - Highway Zone," in order to accommodate a restaurant. 

A rezoning request was made for an 8th Street property commonly known as "Grandview Store" to be 
rezoned from "Commercial - Local Zone" to "Residential - Single and Duplex Zone". 

There was also a land sale by the city to Jarrett Nigel Berg, Contractor, but no information on future 
development of the site has been released. 

Bernier said this influx of new developments means more than just a larger tax base for the city. 
"When people are spending that kind of money, they obviously have confidence in the economy and the 

market in Dawson Creek, that their investment will be safe and they'll be able to make a profit as well," he 
said. 

An increase in interest from the Lower Mainland indicates there will be no shortage of new developments 
in the near future. 

"I've had, in the last three weeks, three different investment companies from Vancouver phone me and 
come to Dawson," said Bernier, who went on to explain that since Dawson Creek does not employ an 
economic officer, he takes on that role. "Down in Vancouver, with the Olympics, you'd think they'd be looking 
down there (for investment opportunity) but no, they're looking up here." 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

REZONING REQUESTS FOR DEVELOPMENTS 

City News 
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Human Services 

A newly renovated South Peace cancer clinic aims to provide improved care for cancer patients and their 
families. 

One of the highlights of the bigger clinic is a self-contained unit that reduces outside exposure for 
immunocompromised clients while they are receiving treatment. 

The provincial government provided $25,000 to the project through Northern Cancer Control Strategy 
infrastructure funding.  Local donors have been lauded by the hospital foundation for finding $490,000 to 
ensure the project could move forward.  Donors included EnCana, Lakeview Credit Union, Chances Dawson 
Creek, and the South Peace Oilmen’s Association. 

The clinic has tripled in size, and now accommodates up to eight clients.  The furniture and décor is 
designed to create a sense of tranquility, and each patient area has individual lighting controls. 

The unit includes a $32,000 machine for mixing chemotherapy drugs — some of which are toxic — 
safely, where they are then triple checked by a physician, pharmacist and a nurse, as per standare procedure.  It 
also has a Telehealth Clinical Room with video-conferencing equipment capable of linking physicians and 
patients to experts in Vancouver or elsewhere, as well as with patient support groups throughout the province.  
The rooms themselves include such amenities as televisions and refrigerators, and chemotherapy chairs that 
are heated and have a massage feature. 

Dawson Creek’s new clinic will offer not only treatment, but also prevention, early detection and 
palliative care. 

Dawson Creek Daily News, Energeticcity.ca, Northeast News 

S O U T H  P E A C E  C A N C E R  C L I N I C  

Photo by New Harvest Media 


