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The Mayor, Council and administration of the
City of Dawson Creek are continually exploring

VISION STATEMENT different avenues to improve the quality of life for
"Dawson Creek will be a visionary community that the residents of Dawson Creek. Past initiatives
works together for innovative social, cultural, include a community visioning process and the
economic and environmental vitality." South Peace Community Multiplex.

. MISSIO_N _STATEMENT New initiatives include policies regarding a
The corporate mission of the City of Dawson sustainable community; adopting environmental
Creek is to provide excellence in service and standards through the promotion of “green vehicles”

leadership that promotes a dynamic community and solar energy. The Calvin Kruk Centre for the

within a healthy environment for all generations."” Arts is on the drawing board and is expected to
open in 2011.

SOUTH PEACE COMMUNITY MULTIPLEX

The South Peace Community Multiplex was completed in 2008. It replaced an existing pool and riding
arena and added an events centre.

The Kenn Borek Aquatic Centre features a 25 m competition pool, a swirl pool and a therapeutic leisure
pool. There is also a tots pool, diving boards, waterslide, hot tub, steam room and sauna.

The EnCana Events Centre is capable of hosting everything from big name entertainment to equestrian
events to indoor sports like soccer and motorbike races. It has a seating capacity of 6500 (4500 permanent and
2000 moveable). The Centre has a 110° x 230’ interior event space. Global Spectrum is the operator of this
facility.

The Lakota Agri-Centre provides an opportunity to showcase the region’s agricultural roots with a riding
arena and stalls. Itisa 120’ x 250 clear span building.

The Multiplex also houses:

e  Meeting facility able to accommodate banquets

e Concession and food services area to serve entire Multiplex

e Potential Children’s program and play space

o Potential for lease/retail opportunities

e  Climbing wall and boulder

South Peace Community Multiplex



PUBLIC ART

The City is proud to support local artists and has
two public art sculptures erected in the city, one at
City Hall and the other at the Traffic Circle.

The light standards which enhance many areas of
the city are adorned with metal art silhouettes. These
depict scenes and images reflecting the ways of life in
the area.

The City also has smaller sculptures on display at
City Hall and the many paintings also on display are
part of the Dawson Creek Art Gallery’s permanent
collection.

ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY

Dawson Creek is one of over 60 BC communities
to pledge to become carbon neutral by 2012. City
council has adopted a carbon neutral strategy that will
help the city identify and implement opportunities to
become carbon neutral by 2012.

The city will follow a six-step approach to
becoming carbon neutral, which began with the
signing the charter in 2007.

Currently, Dawson Creek has installed 20 solar
photovoltaic units across the community at traffic
signs, pedestrian crossings, bus stops and along the
trail.

Dawson Creek is currently monitoring wind
potential for the city to determine if on-site wind
would be feasible in the community

The City commissioned a study on potential
available biomass fuel resources in the area that could
be used to heat municipal buildings. The report
concluded that the seed grass straw and the MSW
wood waste stream are available in sufficient volume
to power all of the heating needs in the three identified
clusters.

The City & Shell Canada recently reached an
agreement to build the City’s Reclaimed Water Plant
(RWP). The RWP will treat effluent currently
released into the Dawson creek to a standard suitable
for industrial and municipal uses. This includes oil &
gas production, dust control on roads and the watering
of sports fields.

The use of reclaimed water will end the
consumption of the City’s potable water for industrial
purposes and will significantly reduce the amount
drawn from the Kiskatinaw watershed.

Workmens’ Memorial at City Hall

PLANNING FOR PEOPLE

The City of Dawson Creek has launched a
website www.PlanningforPeople.ca that
outlines the principles of sustainability that are
now part of every decision made at City Hall - a
move that is gaining nation-wide recognition for
the city.

Sustainability is the ability to meet the needs
of the present without compromising the ability of
future generations to meet their own needs. A
cornerstone of sustainability is the recognition
that all aspects of society and the natural
environment (including governance, the
economy, culture, infrastructure and natural
resources) are interconnected.

Sustainability planning will help Dawson
Creek develop and move towards a sustainable
vision for the municipality. It will provide a
framework for integrating sustainability thinking
into every day decision-making.

In January of 2005, the City of Dawson
Creek initiated a Community Energy Plan that
looked at how the City used energy. It identified
the type of energy consumed, the costs involved
and the environmental implications (green house
gas emissions).

The move towards sustainability is a process.
While the City has not reached its goal, it has
begun the journey towards sustainability.
Ultimately, we are doing this for our children and
for our grandchildren.



http://www.PlanningforPeople.ca

SOCIAL PLANNING

Sustainability is worthwhile because it changes the lives of people today and into the future and the City
is taking that idea one step further with its social planning.

The City has recognized that everything is related and hired the Social Planning and Research Council
(SPARC) of BC, acknowledged leaders in social planning, to develop a social plan for Dawson Creek that
would result in more than just another study.

The year-long process started in August 2007 and will go through various stages of looking at the issues,
resources and directions that impact the social fabric of Dawson Creek.

A review of all the available information from existing studies or plans was started in October and
included a community drug survey, youth audit, the Official Community Plan and the Literacy Now Plan.

A catalogue of existing initiatives, programs and goals which identifies the roles, responsibilities and
mandates of various groups including the three levels of government, was received in November 2008.

Key social issues to be examined are:

e housing and homelessness;
food security;
health and addictions;
youth and youth issues;
education and skills training;
crime and public safety;
childcare and early childhood development; and
community development.



ENCANA EVENT CENTRE

2010 was been a busy year at the EnCana Event Centre. Live acts included:

January: Three Days Grace

February: Cirque Sublime

March: Merle Haggard; Hedley with Faber Drive, Stereo & Fefe Dobson, Billy Talent with
Alexisonfire & Against Me

April: Grey Power ® Players Championship curling and the 11th Annual Spring Break Up Party
(Professional Bull Riding)

June: The Offspring

July: Sesame Street

August: Stompin” Tom Connors with Tim Hus, Bryan Adams

October: Led Zeppelin Experience, Professional Bull Riding, Reba Mclintyre, Great Big Sea

November: Kenny Rogers, Terri Clark

The Dawson Creek Rage are playing their inaugural
season at the EnCana Event Centre. Playing in the North
American Hockey League, the Rage hosts teams from St.
Louis, Fresno, Alaska, Wenachie, Corpus Christi and Chicago.
There are 58 games evenly split between home and on the road.

Events already booked for 2011 are:
January: One Giant Night of Comedy (Larry the Cable Guy and Bill Engvall)
March: Jagermeister Music Tour (Buckcherry, Papa Roach, My Darkest Days and Bleeker Ridge),
Alan Jackson with George Canyon and The Harters

Lippizaner Stallions Extreme Ice Racing Buckcherry
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Dawson Creek has an outstanding
selection of housing choices, including
new designs in great neighbourhoods and
affordable homes in older
neighbourhoods. It is one of the most
affordable cities in the Northeast Region
whether buying, renting or building.

Prices for lots and finished homes are
low compared with most areas in BC.
Both newer subdivisions and older mature
neighbourhoods offer comfortable
surroundings close to schools and/or retail
outlets.

Fireside Glen, Glenwood Terrace,
Chapel Hill, Evergreen and Parkside are
adult-oriented developments.

New subdivisions include Crescent
View, Manor Heights , Harbour Park,
Sunset Ridge, Harvest View and Country
Hills Estates.

A new subdivision to the north of the
city has been the subject of a community
charette process. The resulting design
resembles an open book, with
neighbourhoods that wave across the site
like waterlogged pages. Each home
would have a view and maximum access
to sunlight for solar power.

Dawson Creek boasts large park
areas running throughout the city along

PRIVATE APARTMENT VACANCY RATES

BY BEDROOM TYPE
OCTOBER 2010 (%)

Bachelor One Two Three
Bedroom Bedroom Bedroom

Dawson Creek 2.7 2.3 1.6 6.9
Fort St John 10.7 11.9 9.9 3.4
AVERAGE RENTS BY BEDROOM TYPE
OCTOBER 2010 ($)
Dawson Creek $621 $714 $936 $1,033

Fort St John $596 $706 $902 $935
CMHC, Rental Market Report Fall 2010

DWELLING CHARACTERISTICS

Selected Occupied Private Dwelling Characteristics

Total private dwellings 4,650
Number of owned dwellings 3,069
Number of rented dwellings 1,581
Number of dwellings constructed before 1986 3,815

Number of dwellings constructed between 1986 & 2006 835
Statistics Canada, Census 2006

the creek.
Public transit is available to
residential areas.

ASSESSED VALUE OF AN
AVERAGE SINGLE-FAMILY

HOME 2009
Pouce Coupe $124,949
Hudson’s Hope $120,114
Tumbler Ridge $159,801
Chetwynd $156,170
Taylor $184,056
Dawson Creek $186,548
Fort St John $252,720

BC Ministry of Community & Rural
Development

DAWSON CREEK
RESIDENTIAL RESALES &
AVERAGE PRICES

Resales Average

Price
2002 171 $87,571
2003 203 $89,054
2004 184 $104,659
2005 246 $118,144
2006 213 $157,861
2007 220 $197,737
2008 216 $210,393
2009 178 $211,664
2010 164 $232,922
Northern Lights Real Estate Board
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WATER, SEWER & GARBAGE

The City of Dawson Creek has recently
completed a review of the water rate structure. The
new rate structure will include a usage charge and a
fixed charge starting January 1, 2011 and will apply
to both water and sewer accounts. The new rate
structure will be put into action in 2 stages. The
second stage will start January 1, 2013.

Water Usage Charge
(per cubic metre)

Service Type January 1, January 1,

2011 2013

Business $1.20 $1.68

Residential $1.20 $1.68

Outside City $1.20 $1.68

Bulk $4.50 $5.25

Raw Water $0.90 $1.25

Water Fixed Charge Sewer Fixed
Charge

Meter Size Bi-Monthly Bi-Monthly

Charge Charge

5/8" $37.00 $14.80

3/14" $53.00 $21.20

1" $95 .00 $38.00

1.5" $213.00 $85.20

2" $ 379 .00 $ 151.60

Waste Management is the current municipal
garbage contractor. Commercial garbage containers
are available from any of three service providers.

Parkhill Reservoir

NATURAL GAS

Pacific Northern Gas is the retailer of natural
gas in Dawson Creek.

ELECTRICITY

BC Hydro provides electricity in Dawson
Creek.

TELEPHONE

Telus provides telephone service in Dawson
Creek. Long-distance and mobile subscribers have
additional choices among national retailers.

INTERNET ACCESS

Dawson Creek has a high degree of
connectivity of broadband to its community. There
are two local providers that service the community’s
needs. Internet access is also available through
Telus and Shaw Cable, or via satellite through
Xplornet.

The Community Access Program has two
locations where Internet access is available free to
the public. These are located at the Dawson Creek
Municipal Public Library and the Kiwanis
Enterprise Centre.

Trail Reservoir
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HIGHWAYS

Dawson Creek is centrally located in the
Peace Region and is served by several highways.

Highway 49 travels east to Spirit River and
Fahler, Alberta.

Highway 97 South (John Hart Highway)
travels west to Chetwynd and then south to Prince
George. Highway 97 North (Alaska Highway)
goes north to Fort St John, Fort Nelson, and
Watson Lake.

Highway 2 travels southeast to the Alberta
border where it connects to Highway 43 to
Grande Prairie, AB.

The Heritage Highway 52 joins Tumbler
Ridge to Highway 97 South, west of Dawson
Creek.

RAILWAYS

Dawson Creek is connected by CN Rail to
Fort Nelson and to the ports of Prince Rupert and
Vancouver for freight service.

CN Rail has reinstated train operations along
its Grande Prairie Subdivision between Hythe,
Alberta and Dawson Creek, BC.

TRANSPORT

Greyhound Bus Lines operates daily
scheduled services in all directions.

There are many trucking companies
operating in and around the Dawson Creek area.

Long-combination commercial transport
vehicles (Super-B) have been allowed to travel
into BC as far as Dawson Creek.

The City of Dawson Creek operates a
municipal transit service. The “drop-floor” buses
provide easy access for seniors and the physically
disabled.

There is one taxi company operating within
the city limits.

Three moving companies have offices within
Dawson Creek to make moving easy, whether it
be into or across town.

AIRPORT

The City of Dawson Creek Airport has one 5000
ft. asphalt runway and one 5000 ft water aerodrome.

The Airport is open to all traffic 24/7. Personnel
are onsite from 08:00 to 17:00 daily.

Central Mountain Air offers direct flights to Fort
Nelson and Vancouver.

Swanberg Air has added Dawson Creek to its
northeastern BC route allowing passengers to connect
to flights to Fort Nelson, Edmonton and Calgary as
well as direct flights to Fort St John and Grande
Prairie.

Charter companies include: Borek Air, Alta
Flights, Villers Air, North Caribou Air and others.

As of the end of November 2010, there were
6,280 aircraft movements with 14,168 passengers.

In 2009, there were 7,405 aircraft movements
with 13,457 passengers.

In 2008, there were 7,447 aircraft movements
with 15,166 passengers.

The Airport also is used by Bailey Helicopters,
Medivac services, MJ Aviation Flight School and AG
Services (agricultural & industrial spraying).

The Dawson Creek Airport has no parking fees,
no passenger fees and no aircraft parking fees.

CARIBOU ROAD SERVICES

Caribou Road Services has a 10-year contract
agreement to provide highway maintenance in the
South Peace service area.

The South Peace service area includes 2,460
kilometres of highway and 95 bridges. The
boundaries extend from the Alberta border to the
Mackenzie Junction south of the Pine Pass and from
the Peace River to Tumbler Ridge.



CONSTRUCTION PERMITS

2010 2009 2008 2007 2006
Total Value of Construction $57,591,515 $33,207,159 $20,310,832 $10,135,735 $13,306,463
Permits (#s) 138 117 118 139 130
SFD (#s) 50 31 26 36 51
Duplex (#s) 7 14 17 2
Mobile Home (#s) 3 8
Multiple Family (#s) 8 3
Garage/Renovations (#s) 36 48 55 59 549
Commercial (#s) 29 18 15 18 15
Institutional (#s) 8 4 5 3
Industrial (#s) 0 1 2

DEVELOPMENT PERMITS 2010

e 10,000 sq. ft. truck shop

Dahlen Contracting redevelopment of existing
IGA building to retail/office plaza

1950’s style Railcar Diner
Modular/Manufactured Home sales office
Triplex

Three 48-unit multifamily buildings

Ferus Inc. liquid nitrogen and carbon dioxide
production plant & storage facility

Subway restaurant & drive-thru

Calfrac building site preparation

5000 sg. ft. shop for trucking & industrial use
R. Dufour Enterprises storage facility
Aviator Development 98 unit hotel

PROPERTY VALUES

2010 Residential and commercial assessments
increased by 10.41% and 18.32 % respectively for
an overall increase of 11.96% to the total base.
Non market or new construction increases are 2.3
% and 2.5 % respectively. Rising assessments
indicate a strong investment climate and promotes
confidence for the future.

The average residential assessment for 2010 is
$196,888 and the average commercial assessment
is $296,898.

COMMERCIAL CONSTRUCTION 2010

Dollarama renovation: $213,357

TES Investments shop: $761,120
Manufactured Home Sales office: $3,000
Royal Bank renovation: $280,000
McDonalds Restaurant rebuild: $2,000,000
Gerdon Electric shop: $350,000

Auction mart: $609,000

Peter Bros Const. shop & office: $650,000
Bakery & Café: $31,000

Shop & office: $400,000

Sander Rose Trobak office: $1,000,000
Truck transport office & warehouse: $1,800,000
Truck Shop: $550,000

Holiday Inn Express hotel: $8,500,000
Truck Shop: $800,000

McDonalds Restaurant: $2,000,000

Gerdon Electric 4,000 sqg. ft. shop: $350,000
Dollarama renovations: $213,357

Dawson Mall renovations: $265,000

VALUES OF BUILDING PERMITS
Residential Non- Total
Residential
Number Value $'000 $'000 $'000
2006 51 12,211 24,172 36,383
2007 131 40,932 14,852 39,904
2008 77 19,749 8,691 28,440
2009 89 18,544 13,513 33,189

Statistics Canada
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British Columbia attracted $42.3 million at its December 2010 land sale pushing the year-end total to
$844.4 million, the fourth best annual tally in history, despite depressed natural gas prices. A total of 381,132
hectares were sold this year in Northeastern BC at $2,215 per hectare. In 2009, the province attracted $892.9
million in bonus bids on 389,664 hectares at an average of $2,291.

Apache Corporation announced that its subsidiary has completed its acquisition of substantially all of
BP's upstream natural gas business in western Alberta and British Columbia. The transaction is the second
closing of Apache's previously announced three-part acquisition of BP assets.

Apache Canada Ltd. acquired assets with estimated proved reserves of 224 million barrels of oil
equivalent (boe) and first-half 2010 net production of 46,500 boe per day. The acquisition includes 1.3 million
net acres with significant positions in several emerging unconventional plays, including the Montney,
Cadomin, Doig and coalbed methane.

ARC Energy Trust has approved a budget for 2011 that includes a $625 million capital expenditure
program and plans for substantial growth in production. By year-end 2011, the Dawson, Parkland and Sunrise
fields are expected to account for 45% of ARC’s production. ARC expects to allocate approximately 20% of
its sustaining capital and 50% of its growth capital to the Montney assets of northeast British Columbia.

At Dawson, they plan to spend $98 million to complete and commission their second 60 mmcf per day gas
plant and drill 13 horizontal wells so as to keep the facilities operating at full capacity. This activity is
designed to increase operated production from 105 mmcf per day in 2010 to a stabilized rate of 165 mmcf per
day upon completion of the gas plant.

ARC is currently negotiating for 15 mmcf per day of processing capacity at a third party gas plant.
Assuming successful completion of the negotiations, ARC will spend $25 million to drill three horizontal
wells and construct surface facilities to bring 15 mmcf per day of production from Sunrise on stream.

Spectra Energy Corp. will build a natural gas processing plant west of Dawson Creek, in response to
customer demand in the Montney play of northeast British Columbia, Canada. The company noted that its
planned investments in new natural gas infrastructure in northeast British Columbia now total $1.5 billion over
three years.

The proposed Dawson Processing Plant will have a capacity of 200 million cubic feet per day, or mmcf/d.

The plant will be built in two phases, with the first 100 mmcf/d of processing capacity available in late
2011 and the remaining capacity available in early 2013.

During construction of the gas plant west of Dawson Creek, there will be approximately 250 construction
jobs and upon completion there will be between 15 & 20 permanent staff.

At the World Energy Congress in Montreal, the Groundbirch area of British Columbia was mentioned as
a key growth area in what Royal Dutch Shell plc's Chief Executive Officer Peter VVoser called the natural
gas revolution. The play is not only a growth area for Shell, but other large operators have established
sizeable land positions as well.

To the end of July, 17 wells were rig released at Groundbirch with Shell Canada Limited drilling the
most number of wells with 13, according to information from the BC government. Last year, 10 wells were rig
released with Shell accounting for five.

Pengrowth Energy Trust bolstered its position at Groundbirch by closing a takeover of Monterey
Exploration Ltd.

Following the initial announcement of the combination, Pengrowth boosted its capital expenditure budget
by roughly $65 million in 2010 with the majority of that increase being directed to drilling activity in the
Monterey Groundbirch area.

Pengrowth currently plans to drill six wells on Monterey Groundbirch lands this year with the remainder
of the capital assigned to the 28-mmcf-per-day natural gas processing facility currently under construction and
tie-in activity.

(Continued on page 16)
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(Continued from page 15)

Production of the growing unconventional natural gas supplies in northeast BC received a boost in early
March when the National Energy Board approved construction of the Groundbirch Mainline Project, an
extension of TransCanada Corporation's Alberta system.

The project is a 77-kilometre, 36-inch diameter pipeline that will transport natural gas from the Dawson
Creek area to a tie-in point on TransCanada's Alberta system. Construction of the Groundbirch pipeline began
in August and was completed in November 2010.

The approximate $200-million project has firm transportation contracts that will reach 1.1 bcf per day by
2014.

EnCana’s Canadian production of 1.5 bcfe per day in the third quarter was due in part to bringing shut-
in gas back on production and to success in the Deep Basin business unit, which includes Bighorn and
Cutbank Ridge.

At Cutbank Ridge, the company drilled 16 net wells, including 13 in the Montney where it expects to
average 12 fractures per well. Costs have continued to decline with recent all-in fracture costs (drilling,
completion and tie in) averaging about $500,000 per stage, down more than 20% from the average 2009 cost
of $650,000 per frac.

Also at Cutbank, Encana has now completed a 14-stage Cadomin well that is currently flowing at about
six mmcfe per day, about 80% above expected output.

The company's farm-out agreement with Korea Gas Corporation (KOGAS) has already drilled four
wells in the Montney and plans to drill about three more wells in 2010.

The BC Transmission Corporation is planning a $200 million project which would add a new
transmission line from Dawson Creek to Sundance, 19 km east of Chetwynd.

The proposed Dawson Creek Chetwynd Area Transmission Project includes a new station east of
Chetwynd, a new transmission circuit 80 km long to the Bear Mountain Terminal (BMT), expansion of the
BMT and a new transmission circuit approximately 12 km long between BMT and Dawson Creek substation.
The planned in-service date for the project is the fall of 2013.

Murphy Oil has 126,000 net acres prospective for the Montney Shale in British Columbia.

Murphy Oil is currently producing 94 million cubic feet per day of natural gas from the Tupper Main
project.

Murphy Oil is now ramping up the Tupper West project in British Columbia, which will consist of 275
wells in the first phase of development. The company has three rigs operating here, and is building the
infrastructure to handle production, which is expected in mid-2011. It is also planning phase two of Tupper
West, which will consist of 244 wells, with a planned sanction date in the last quarter of 2011. The company
expects production from the Montney Shale and some other formations present on the acreage to reach 425
million cubic feet per day by 2015.

AltaGas Ltd. will be constructing a 120 Mmcf/d gas processing facility and an associated gas gathering
system in the Gordondale area of the Montney resource play, west of Dawson Creek, BC. The plant will be
equipped with liquids extraction facilities to capture the natural gas liquids.

The Gordondale gas processing facility and gathering system will cost approximately $235 million. The
gas processing facility is expected in-service in late 2012. By using existing infrastructure in the area, AltaGas
anticipates providing processing for early production by mid 2011.

AltaGas has secured a long term, gathering and processing agreement with Encana Corporation to supply
natural gas to the new Gordondale processing facility.

Secure Energy Services Inc. is expanding the Obed and Dawson Creek stand-alone water disposal
facilities to include waste treatment and disposal services and these are expected to be in operation in the
fourth quarter.

Secure continued its organic growth plan in the third quarter as it opened its 11" facility in Dawson
Creek, British Columbia. The new stand-alone water disposal facility in the centre of the Montney

unconventional shale natural gas play performed exceptionally well in its first three months of operations.
www.apachecorp.com, Marketwire, 2010 Investopedia ULC, BC Hydro, EnCana, Arc Energy Trust


http://www.apachecorp.com
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Visit the stone cairn that marks the actual beginning of the
Alaska Highway. Stop at the Northern Alberta Railways Park,
where you’ll find the historic Station Museum and Visitor Centre.
The museum, housed in the original 1931 railway station,
features an extensive collection of highway memorabilia, pioneer
artifacts and wildlife displays. Also in the Park is the Art Gallery,
located in a renovated grain elevator.

Other community attractions include the Walter Wright
Pioneer Village where you will be transported back to Dawson
Creek’s frontier past. Go on your own for a downtown stroll with
our self-guided historic walking tour and stop in at the Alaska
Highway House located next to the Mile Zero Post, a popular
place to have your picture taken.

Dawson Creek has many core attractions to entice visitors to
the area. The area surrounding Dawson Creek contains some
exceptional scenery and is home to a variety of wildlife.

Outdoor enthusiasts have a choice of adventure sports, eco-
tourism and backcountry experiences to enjoy. Opportunities are
present for agri-tourism, circle tours, backcountry lodges and
expansion of skiing, boating and other activities.

In a survey of travellers to Northeast BC, visitors were
motivated to take this journey by the idea of seeing wildlife and
wild landscapes, visiting places they had never been before, and/
or taking a journey they had heard about and always wanted to
take. At least 60% of travelers said these three motivations were
very important in their decision to take their trip to the north.
Opportunities to enjoy outdoor activities or travel in places where
they felt safe were also important motivators.

In 2009, 16,140 visitors signed in at the NAR Park Station
Museum Visitor Centre with the Pioneer Village having 6,308
visitors register and the Alaska Highway House having 5,736
visitors.

Tourism BC’s Value of Tourism Pilot Project found
that an estimated total of 227,800 people visited the South Peace
region in 2008. 194,100 visitors stayed in commercial
accommodation during this period, an additional 32,300 people
spent time visiting friends and relatives, with an additional 1400
people passing through the region as day visitors.

Based on the total visitation and factoring in average length
of stay and average total spend per visitor per trip, the “Annual
Direct Visitor Expenditures” in the South Peace region is
$91,580,00. When applying the same process to the
accommodation sector strictly in Dawson Creek overall visitation
was 146,000 and the “Annual Direct Visitor Expenditures”
$54,940,000.

The combined results for the “Other South Peace” which
includes the Districts of Tumbler Ridge, Chetwynd, Pouce Coupe
and Electoral Areas D & E shows that there were 81,800 visitors

and “Annual Direct Visitor Expenditures” of $36,640,000.
South Peace Region Value of Tourism Study November 2009

TRAVELER ORIGIN

BC and Alberta account for
66%0 of Canadian visitors to

Dawson Creek
Canada
BC
Alberta
Ontario
Other Canada
Yukon
United States
Alaska
Pacific
Mid-West
South
New England
Overseas
Europe
Asia Pacific

Other

49%
20%
14%
7%
7%
2%
45%
10%
8%
9%
10%
3%
6%0
5%
1%
<1%

Tourism BC
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The area surrounding Dawson Creek has
excellent growing conditions. Farm land is affordable
and production costs are low.

Approximately 7% of the labour force and 5% of
total community income comes from agricultural
activities.

The production of grains such as wheat, oats and
barley and oilseeds such as canola, has traditionally
dominated agriculture, but growth in beef and forage
crops has been strong in recent years. Field
vegetables are produced on 5 hectares and production
of fruits, berries and nuts make up another 5 hectares.

The Peace River area accounts for approximately
90% of total provincial grain production, 90% of
canola, as well as the majority of its forage seed. It
also accounts for 30% of the provincial honey crop.

The Peace River Organic Producers Association
reports that a growing number of farms across the
Peace bio-region are now producing certified organic
beef, bison, poultry, hogs, eggs, wheat, barley, herbs,
hay, oilseeds, and peas as well as table and seed
potatoes, with more that 50,000 acres in the organic
certification program.

Livestock operations in the Peace have grown
over the years. The Peace is now the largest cow/calf
producing region of BC.

Other livestock production includes dairy cattle,
sheep, goats and horses. There is an increasing
diversification into farming of bison and exotic
livestock including llama, alpaca, and wild boar. The
Peace River area has Canada’s largest bison herd.

Lawrence Meat Packing is the only federally-
inspected livestock slaughterhouse in the region, A
new poultry processing plant at South Peace Colony is
also a federally-inspected facility. It is capable of
processing 800 chickens a day.

Five grain companies, Viterra, Pioneer Grain Co,
Parrish Heimbecker Ltd., Wanham Valley Feeds, and
Louis Dreyfus serve the regions' farming
communities. Parrish Heimbecker and Louis Dreyfus
operate rail terminals in the City.

Peace BioFuels is proposing a plant that would
produce 40 million litres of biodiesel annually. The
plant could consume 15-20% of all canola produced in
BC and the Alberta Peace region.

AGRICULTURE STATISTICS 2006

Census Consolidated Subdivision 21 Peace

River D
Number of farms reporting

Total area of farms (hectares)
Land in crops (hectares)
Gross Farm Receipts

Total Farm Capital

Total Weeks of Paid Work

Hay & Field Crops (# of farms
reporting)

Wheat (55)

Oats (154)

Barley (66)

Alfalfa & Alfalfa mixtures (267)
Canola (51)

Forage seed (29)

All other tame hay & fodder
crops (183)

Livestock (# of farms reporting)

Total cattle and calves (260)
Total pigs (19)

Total sheep (32)

Horses & ponies (286)
Goats (17)

Bison (15)

Honeybees (11)

Total Chickens (57)

Total Turkeys (8)

Other Poultry (18)

585

221,223
86,437
$50,078,437
$460,316,665
5,608

Hectares

12,699
9,822
6,856

21,208

16,485
3,208

14,759

# of animals

43,757

2,725
3,860
305
2,061
2222
14,841
2,598
2,186

Statistics Canada Census 2006
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There are three wood products manufacturing operations in the South Peace.
The Louisiana-Pacific Oriented Strand Board plant is located in Dawson
Creek. and West Fraser operates a sawmill in Chetwynd. Canfor in
Chetwynd is completing a $20 million upgrade. Tembec has reopened its pulp
mill in Chetwynd. There are also 3 custom sawmills and 1 log home mill.

The majority of timber processed at local mills comes from the Dawson
Creek Timber Supply Area. The current Annual Allowable Cut which was set in
2003 is 1.86 million cubic metres, equally proportioned between coniferous and
deciduous species.

Harvesting of the forest resource is undertaken by both company and
contract loggers. Local residents account for an average of 70-90% of the
harvesting workforce.

The active logging season generally runs from July through March.

Opportunities exist in small diameter pine harvesting and processing,
remanufactured products, engineered wood products, panelboards and furniture
and housing products.

First Coal's properties are located in the Peace River Coalfield west of the District of Chetwynd in
Northeastern British Columbia, Canada.

First Coal Corp has 52,802 hectares under tenure licence and 41,190 hectares under application for
licences. First Coal is the largest holder of coal properties in the region.

These properties have a history of coal exploration, with historic resource estimates of 1.6 billion tonnes
of in situ coal deposits. The coal is primarily metallurgical coal which is used in steel making.

First Coal is initially focusing its operations on developing its Central South property near Chetwynd,
British Columbia.

It is expected that the mine construction at Central South will commence in 2013 in preparation for full
production at 1.5 million tonnes per year commencing in 2014. Exploration and development of the South
Cirque property is planned for production to commence in 2017 for combined production of 3.0 million tonnes
of clean coal per year.

Walter Energy and Western Coal Corp. announced that they have entered into an arrangement
agreement for Walter Energy to acquire all of the outstanding common shares of Western Coal. The
transaction represents a total enterprise value of CAD$3.3 billion (USD$3.3 billion), net of cash on the
balance sheet for Western Coal.

The transaction will create the world’s leading, metallurgical coal producer with total coal reserves of
approximately 385 million tons and a significant and growing production profile balanced between Walter
Energy’s current high productivity assets and Western Coal’s high growth assets in Canada, the United States
and the United Kingdom. The combined company expects to produce in excess of 20 million tons of coal by
2012. 1t will also be the only producer with cost advantaged transportation access to the high growth Asian
and South American seaborne metallurgical coal markets.

Vancouver-based Teck Resources has begun a feasibility study into the potential for reopening its

Quintette mine. The study is scheduled for completion by the end of 2011. Quintette was closed in 2000.
First Coal, Western Coal Corp.



Dawson Creek is proud of our education system and facilities. Within the Dawson Creek public school
system there are four elementary schools, one middle school and one senior secondary school inside municipal
limits. An additional eight elementary schools serve the rural areas surrounding Dawson Creek. The private
school system provides two elementary schools and two K-12 schools.

Northern Lights College Dawson Creek campus provides academic and technical training to students from

throughout the area.

DAWSON CREEK PUBLIC SCHOOLS

SCHOOL DISTRICT 59
PEACE RIVER SOUTH

11600-7th Street
Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4R8

Phone: 250-782-8571
Fax: 250-782-3204
http://www.sd59.bc.ca/

Superintendent of Schools:
Kathy Sawchuk

Secretary Treasurer:
Gerry Slykhuis

BOARD OF SCHOOL TRUSTEES

Chair: Richard Powell
(City of Dawson Creek)

Vice Judy Clavier
Chair: (Electoral Area 5)

Trustee:  Tamara Ziemer
(City of Dawson Creek)

Trustee: Marcie Fofonoff
(Chetwynd & Area)

Trustee:  Sorene Kampen
(Chetwynd & Area)

Trustee:  Wayne Ezeard

(Pouce Coupe & Rural Areas)

Trustee:  Sherry Berringer

(District of Tumbler Ridge)

The Peace River South School District is responsible
for 23 educational facilities in Dawson Creek, Chetwynd,
Tumbler Ridge, Pouce Coupe and surrounding areas.

Education initiatives include partnerships with post-
secondary institutions to offer trades training and
graduation credits to students. A partnership with Northern
Lights College allows students to take Visual Arts, Aircraft
Maintenance Engineering, Professional Cooks Training,
Transition to Work, Welding Level C, Electrical Trades,
and Residential House Construction.

Early Learning has been an emphasis for many years in
the district with P.A.L.S and Ready, Set, Learn programs in
place. There are nine separate StrongStart Centers operated
by SD 59 in its region and the Words On Wheels Bus
travels throughout the district.

Located at Gwillim Lake, the Pat O'Reilly Outdoor/
Environmental Studies Centre has been brought to its
present stage with much time and volunteer effort. (An
average of 1000 students per year use the centre.) The
Centre has five cabins and kitchen building. For
recreational use there is a climbing wall and a wood-fired
sauna.

Outdoor / Environmental Studies Centre


http://www.sd59.bc.ca
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PUBLIC SCHOOL ENROLMENT 2010-2011

Dawson Creek Arras
(Elementary 1106, Secondary 1382)
Devereaux Elementary 65
Canalta Elementary 244
Crescent Park Elementary 240 Moberly Lake
Central Middle School 456
Moberly Lake Elementary 33
Ecole Frank Ross Elementary 442
South Peace Alternate 64 Groundbirch
South_ Peace Distributed 150 McLeod Elementary 39
Learning
South Peace Secondary 712
Rolla
Tremblay Elementary 180
Rolla Traditional School 43
Chetwynd
Don Titus Elementary 113 Pouce Coupe
Chetwynd Secondary 398 Pouce Coupe Elementary 66
Little Prairie Elementary 238
- Tomslake
Peace Christian School 86
Windrem Elementary 94 Tate Creek Elementary 67
Tumbler Ridge Farmington
Tumbler Ridge Elementary 217 Parkland Elementary 3
Tumbler Ridge Secondary 210 Peace View School 11
South Peace Elementary 15

PRIVATE SCHOOL ENROLMENT 2010-2011

Dawson Creek

Mountain Christian School (K-12) 88
Notre Dame (K-7) 169
Ron Pettigrew Christian School (K-12) 85
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NORTHERN LIGHTS COLLEGE

11401-8th Street
Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4G2

Phone: 250-782-5251
Fax: 250-782-6069 Campus
http://www.nlc.bc.ca

The Dawson Creek Campus was the original location for NLC, having originally housed the B.C.
Vocational School from 1966-1975. NLC was created in 1975 by a provincial government Order-in-Council.

The Dawson Creek Campus is home to the Aircraft Maintenance Engineering program, which is part of
the Trades and Apprenticeship Division.

A number of trades and apprenticeship programs are available at the Dawson Creek Campus, with some
programs also offered at the College’s South Peace Campus, which opened in February 2008. Trades and
Apprenticeship programs offered in Dawson Creek include: Automotive Service Technician, Carpentry/
Residential Construction, Heavy Duty Technician, Esthetics and Nail Care Technology, Hairstylist/
Cosmetology, Millwright, Plumbing, and Welding.

University Arts and Sciences courses are available leading to a Pre-Professional Certificate, an Associate
of Arts Degree, or further post-secondary studies. Delivery models include in-class sessions, as well as
videoconference.

Vocational programs include: Teacher Education, Visual and Graphic Communication Arts, Licensed
Practical Nursing, Home Support and Resident Care Attendant, Heavy Equipment Operator, and Applied
Business Technology.

The Career and College Preparation department helps Northern Lights College has 5
students upgrade toward an academic or vocational program or ' campuses in Northern BC:
complete grade 12 diploma requirements. Literacy, Job e  Chetwynd Campus
Education and Training and Workplace Essential Skills e Dawson Creek Campus
programs are available. e  Fort Nelson Campus

A wide array of Workforce Training/ Continuing Education
courses are offered for short term study, upgrading and
certification.

The Dawson Creek Campus includes Aboriginal Education
services, recruiting, on-site student residence, library,
gymnasium, daycare facility, bookstore, financial aid, and
access to city transit.

As well, NLC’s Regional Administration is located at the Dawson Creek Campus.

e  Fort St. John Campus

e  Tumbler Ridge Campus

Each campus offers a variety of
programs to address the needs of its
community.


http://www.nlc.bc.ca
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UNIVERSITY OF NORTHERN BRITISH COLUMBIA

Prince George Campus

3333 University Way

Prince George, BC, Canada, V2N 479
Phone: 250-960-5555
www.unbc.ca

Located in Prince George, UNBC recognizes the
importance of quality teaching, personal attention,
ground-breaking research and being relevant to the
North.

Students and faculty come from across British
Columbia and around the world to enjoy a beautiful
campus with state-of-the-art technology, a personal
learning environment and the lifestyle available in a
rich, northern Canadian environment.

For the last five years, the annual Maclean’s
magazine ranking of Canadian universities has
named UNBC the top small university in western
Canada and 4th among all primarily undergraduate
universities across Canada.

The average grade of students entering UNBC
directly from secondary school is over 80.5%.

For 2008-2009, there were 4,332 students
registered; 3,638 undergraduates and 662 graduates.
Students from northern BC make up a large
percentage of the student population at 71%, 17% are
from southern BC, and 12% are from elsewhere. Self

-declared First Nations students numbered 436
registered for the 2008 Fall semester. There are 308
international students from 43 countries attending
classes.

UNBC had 894 scholarships and bursaries
available for $2.71 million.

There are regional campuses in Quesnel, Fort St
John and Terrace. Courses are also offered in several
other communities, including Williams Lake, New
Aiyansh and Prince Rupert.

In the 2008-2009 academic year there were 1085
total academic courses offered. This included 214
courses held in northern communities outside of
Prince George and 15 online courses.

There are 173 fulltime and 292 part-time faculty.

The faculty to student ratio is 1:9.3

Certificate and/or Diploma courses in the
following Academic Programs are
available:

— First Nations Studies

— Nursing

— Political Science

— Social Work

—  Education

— Continuing Studies

Undergraduate Degrees

— Bachelor of Arts

— Bachelor of Fine Arts

— Bachelor of Commerce

— Bachelor of Education

— Bachelor of Science

— Bachelor of Applied Science

— Bachelor of Health Sciences

— Bachelor of Planning

— Bachelor of Science in Nursing
— Bachelor of Social Work

— Northern Medical Program (MD)

Graduate degrees

— Business Administration

— Community Health Science

— Development Economics

— Disability Management

—  Education

— English

—  First Nations Studies

— Gender Studies

— History

— Interdisciplinary Studies

— International Studies

— Mathematical, Computer & Physical
Sciences

— Natural Resources & Environmental
Studies

—  Nursing

— Political Science

— Psychology

— Social Work


http://www.unbc.ca
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DAWSON CREEK & DISTRICT HOSPITAL

Originally operated as St. Joseph’s Hospital by the Sisters of Providence, the Dawson Creek and District
Hospital has evolved into a community hospital.

There are 31 acute care beds, an 11-bed obstetric ward, as well as a 15-bed regional psychiatric ward.

The facility houses a full diagnostic and treatment centre for local and regional services. There is a
complete range of in-patient services in medicine, surgery, obstetrics, psychiatry and rehabilitative medicine.

Also available is a wide range of out-patient services, including day surgery, 24/7 emergency room, x-ray,
ultrasound, CT scan and laboratory services. Physiotherapy, occupational and respiratory therapy services are
also offered.

Specialists such as audiologists, dermatologists, dental surgeons, urologists, ophthalmologists,
otolaryngologists, prosthodonists, rheumatologists, and paediatricians regularly visit the area. Referrals to
physicians/specialists in other urban centres are done on an as needed basis.

Currently there are 19 family doctors, 2 orthopedic surgeons, one radiologist, one gynecologist, two
psychiatrists and one general surgeon practicing in Dawson Creek.

The Dawson Creek & District Hospital Foundation focuses on fundraising for capital equipment
purchases. Volunteer opportunities abound in this non-profit, charitable organization.

Through many different activities, the Foundation has been able to donate several pieces of equipment not
otherwise available.

The Women’s Hospital Auxiliary operate the hospital gift shop and focuses on patient comfort and care.

GERIATRIC SERVICES

There are different levels of care
available in and around the community.

Rotary Manor is located in Dawson
Creek. It houses intermediate care clients
and also provides day care services for
seniors.

A new $7 million facility, Northview
Housing was constructed near Rotary Manor
to provide 26 independent/assisted living
units. Another new $25.6 million expansion
called Rotary Manor Il will add 71
residential care beds to the existing Rotary
Manor.

Southview Housing is situated next to
Rotary Manor. It provides independent
living in 22 units and assisted living in 9
units. As these accommodations are vacated,
more units will be designated as assisted
living.

Rotary Village, an independent living
residence, is located along the Dawson creek,
adjacent to the Senior Citizens Hall and the
Dawson Creek Public Library. There are 33
units available to seniors.

Southview Housing
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OTHER HEALTH PROFESSIONALS

Dawson Creek has a private physiotherapy clinic,
massage therapists and five chiropractors operating in
the city.

For dental care there are seven dentists and 1
orthodontist providing service. There is also a
denturist and a denture clinic.

LITERACY

The Dawson Creek Literacy Society offers one-to
-one tutoring in basic reading, writing, speaking,
listening and math. Individual programs allow
learners to work at their own pace. Volunteer tutors
assist with English as a Second Language though one-
to-one instruction and group support. The society can
help with preparations to write the G.E.D. exam as
well as help with practical reading needs, such as
government forms, pension applications etc.

The Chiron Learning Centre provides a friendly
non-threatening environment for learning basic
reading, writing, math, science, social studies and
computer skills.

Through the Adult Basic Education program,
students may achieve a GED or BC Dogwood
Certificate at Northern Lights College.

NAWICAN FRIENDSHIP CENTRE

The Nawican Friendship Centre provides alcohol
& drug counselling as well as a soup kitchen.

Other programs include Baby’s Best Chance,
Bible Study and Culture Study.

Youth drop-in, youth reading assistance and
youth homework sessions are also available.

The Nawican also hosts crafts and social
gatherings for youth, women and elders.

SOUTH PEACE COMMUNITY
RESOURCES SOCIETY

SPCRS operates the Mizpah Transition
House and the Reconnect program. Other
programs offer supports and services for
independent living for handicapped adults, family
counselling and counselling for children and

youth.

SOCIETY FOR COMMUNITY LIVING

The Society operates apartments and group
homes for developmentally disabled individuals.

Care for these clients is 24/7 and includes a
wide range of services including life skills and
job skills.

PEACE RIVER HEALTH UNIT

The Peace River Health Unit is located in
Dawson Creek. Public health services include:

Medical Health Officer

Public Health Nursing

Hearing testing

Dental

Nutrition

Licensing

Long Term Care

Home Nursing Care

Community Rehabilitation
Home Support

Health Service for Community Living
Community Geriatric Services
Adult Mental Health
Environmental Health

Tobacco Reduction/Enforcement

The Peace River Health Unit is responsible
for licensing child care facilities.
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CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTRE

The Child Development Centre offers programs for children from infant to 19 years of age with
disabilities or developmental delays. This includes the Bagne therapy pool for exercise and fun. Lessons are
also available for children of the community.

The Lions Society of B.C. supports the Child Development Centre in Dawson Creek. This facility offers
programs in physical and occupational therapy, speech pathology, infant development, preschool, daycare and
family support services. The Centre offers programs designed to identify and develop the abilities of each
individual child, giving them a sense of confidence and self-worth.

Since 1988, the Dawson Creek Child Development Centre has been offering therapy to families living
between the Alberta border and Dawson Creek, Chetwynd and Tumbler Ridge.

CHILDCARE FACILITIES

Building Blocks Child Care Centre,
Campus Kids Daycare, Child Development
Centre and the Kiwanis Child Care Centre
operate daycare facilities for children as young
as 30 months to 5 years of age..

Out-of-school care is offered by the City
of Dawson Creek Recreation Department at
Canalta Elementary School, Tremblay
Elementary School and the Youth Care
Centre. Notre Dame School also has an out-of
-school care facility.

There are sixteen licensed family
daycares.

Three pre-school programs are located at
Monkey See Monkey Do Preschool Il, the
Child Development Centre and Mother Goose
Preschool.

VICTIM SERVICES

Dawson Creek Victim Services provides victims of crime with information, practical assistance and
emotional support. They provide support at the hospital, with police and in court. Referrals to other services
are made when appropriate. Critical incident stress debriefing is also provided.

Victim’s assistance workers also accompany police to assist with death and accident notification,
including sudden death calls.
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FIRE PROTECTION SERVICES

The City’s Fire Department provides fire and rescue
services to Dawson Creek and the surrounding fire
protection area. The fire protection zone is
approximately 5 miles surrounding the municipal
boundary.

The department is a full-time fire service comprised
of a chief, deputy chief, 5 captains, and 12 firefighters.
There are also 12 paid-on-call firefighters.

The department has the following equipment:

o 1 ladder truck
1 fire engine
1 fire engine for rural areas
1 tender (tanker)

1 aircraft crash/rescue truck

1 rescue truck

1 command vehicle

1 3/4 ton truck with water tank for grass &
brush fires

The Department also conducts fire code inspection
services and public education programs, including Fire
Prevention education, Learn Not to Burn and Juvenile
Fire Setters.

Many children of the community have been treated
to a tour of the fire hall over the years.

The Dawson Creek Fire Department is also the
dispatch centre for the six volunteer fire departments in
the rural areas. These serve Tomslake, Pouce Coupe,
Tumbler Ridge, Chetwynd, Moberly Lake and Arras.

POLICE SERVICES

The RCMP detachment in Dawson Creek provides
general duty policing, South Peace traffic services,
general investigation services and community policing.

There are 24 members.

Over 400 citizens serve in a volunteer capacity
through the following programs:

—  Community Policing

— Rural Crime Watch

— Citizens on Patrol

— Block Parents

—  Speed Watch

—  Crimestoppers

— Business Watch

AMBULANCE

BC Ambulance Services is responsible for
emergency transportation of the sick or injured.
The Dawson Creek department has 21
paramedics (4 full-time and 17 part-time) and

operates 3 ambulances.

The response area from Dawson Creek
includes all of the Peace region and those areas
of Alberta close to the border, including Bay
Tree, Bonanza and Gundy.

The ambulance service in Dawson Creek is
dispatched from Kamloops through 911 and
responds to 1500-2000 calls annually.

Dawson Creek is the regional training
centre for paramedics in the Peace. All
paramedics have a Level 1 Certificate or better.
Five paramedics have earned their Emergency
Medical Assistant Il designation.
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Dawson Creek offers numerous recreation
opportunities including:

—  8-sheet curling rink

— Memorial and Kin Arenas

— Bear Mountain downbhill ski facilities

— 25 km of groomed cross-country trails

— Dawson Creek 18-hole golf course

— Tennis and basketball courts

—  Horse shoe pitches

— Baseball and softball diamonds

—  Soccer pitches

—  Full-size outdoor speed skating oval

— Lakota indoor riding arena & boarding

facilities

—  Private campgrounds

— The Ark Youth Center

— Rotary outdoor lake

— 4.5 km Dawson Creek walking trail

— EnCana Event Centre

— Kenn Borek Aquatic Centre

COMMUNITY PARKS

Crescent Park

93 Avenue & 17 Street
— Playground
— Picnic tables

Newby Park

108 Avenue & 20 Street
— Minor ball diamonds
— Soccer pitches

Elwood Park

Elwood Drive
— Playground
— Picnic tables

Kitchen Park

108 Avenue & 17 Street
— Playground
— Picnic tables

Hillcrest Park

100B Avenue
— Playground
— Picnic tables

Tremblay Park

115 Avenue & 15 Street
— Playground
— Soccer pitches

Harry Morrow Park

116th Avenue
— 1 baseball diamond
— 3 slo pitch diamonds

Mile Zero Park

Hart Highway

— Playground

— Picnic tables

— Outdoor swimming
pool

— Changerooms &
Toilets

Paul Loiselle
Soccer Park

116th Avenue

— Soccer pitches of
various sizes for 5-
year-olds to adult
leagues

Leoppky Park

17th Street & Loran
Drive

— Walking Path

— Pond

— Community forest

Kin Park

110 Avenue

— Playground

— Picnic tables

— 2 Minor ball diamonds
— Soccer pitches

— Tennis Courts

— Horseshoes

Memorial Park

Chamberlain Drive
— Minor ball diamonds

Frank Ross Park

92 Avenue & 11 Street
— Minor ball diamond
— Soccer pitches

— Playground

Parkhill Park

97A Avenue & 3 Street
— Playground

— Minor ball diamonds
— Soccer pitches
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DAWSON CREEK ART GALLERY

The Dawson Creek Art Gallery is housed in a
renovated annex of a prairie elevator.

The Art Gallery was moved into the elevator in
1983 and in 1984 won the Heritage of Canada
Foundation Award of Merit. The gallery is owned by
the City of Dawson Creek and is operated by the
South Peace Art Society. The Art Society has a
membership of over 100 practicing artists in Dawson
Creek and surrounding area.

The Gallery’s ramp system along the walls of the
annex accommodates 200 linear feet of hanging space.

The Art Gallery produces about 10 exhibitions
per year. The year round schedule includes
international, national and provincial touring shows as
well as exhibits featuring local artists.

The top floor above the exhibition area is the Bin
Top Studio. It is used for meetings, workshops and art
classes. Summer programs for children as well as year
round classes for adults and seniors are provided.

Ninety percent of the revenue required to operate
the gallery is generated through local fundraising. One
of the biggest events is the Annual Art Auction.

STAGE PRODUCTIONS

There are several performing groups in
Dawson Creek who are active throughout the
year.

Dawson Creek is home to Dionysus, Outside
the Box, and South Peace Players theatre groups.
These local groups perform a variety of plays,
skits and dinner theatre.

The theatre class at South Peace Senior
Secondary also presents a musical theatre
performance once a year to a sell-out audience for
three nights.

Unchagah Hall is a 630-seat performing arts
theatre with world-class acoustics. Throughout
the year, the auditorium hosts numerous musical,
dance, and drama presentations from both local
and touring artists.

MUNICIPAL PUBLIC LIBRARY

A collection of over 60,000 items of popular
fiction, newspapers, magazines, children's titles,
and reference books, makes the Dawson Creek
Public Library a source of pride for the whole
community.

The library offers programs for all ages, hosts
authors and displays timely or seasonal materials.
Popular children's programs include Story time,
Tots and Books, and the Summer Reading
Program. An outreach service for patrons who
cannot travel to the library is also available.
Computer stations are available to the public with
access to the Internet, word processing software,
and many children's multimedia programs. For
those who are interested in local history, the
Calverley Collection contains a wealth of
information on Dawson Creek and Northeastern
British Columbia.

A large collection of large print and audio
books is available for loan. The Library also has a
varied collection of musical cassettes, CDs and
videos.
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Long ago, the Peace River region was home to
nomadic tribes of Sekanni and Beaver peoples and
later, Cree.

After France surrendered Canada to the British
in 1763, it was many years before the Peace River
region was explored by the Northwest Company.

In 1793, Alexander Mackenzie
and his companions journeyed up
the Peace River on their historic
overland trip to the Pacific.

The journey of Mackenzie
changed the economic picture of
this vast hinterland. His report sent
Simon Fraser in Mackenzie’s
tracks to establish trading posts in
the area in 1805.

Two posts were established on
the Peace River at Fort St. John
and Hudson Hope. After crossing the Rockies, Fraser
opened another post at McLeod Lake.

During the 1800’s missionaries, traders and other
travelers visited the area. The best known were Gen.
W. Butler, Warburton Pike and P.L. Howarth, as they
left records of their trip,

In 1879, George Mercer Dawson, a geologist,
was sent out to gain information as to physical
features, possible economic importance and other
advantages for passage of a railway line by the CPR.
He wrote of grass up to the horses’ bellies, the
hillside covered with wild asters, goldenrod, and
Indian paintbrush; the deep valley soil and the native
peoples. In appreciation, Dawson Creek was named
for this eminent man.

However, the fur traders and the Aboriginal
peoples had the country to themselves until the
Klondike rush of 1898 when gold seekers attempted
an overland journey from Edmonton. It was a
hazardous trip and many died on the trail and others
turned back. Some of these eventually settled in the
Peace River Country. The first white settlers in the
B.C. section were Hector Tremblay and his wife.
They opened a store at Moberly Lake in 1889. Eight
years later they took up land near where the village of
Pouce Coupe now stands. They opened the first post
office and trading post there later.

Until the end of World War One, settlers had
drifted into the Alberta section and a few into what
was known as the Pouce Coupe Prairie (which
included the Dawson Creek area).

Many of these had traveled over the trail from
Edson on the CNR and then 250 miles overland.
Others came in via Athabasca, then west by river and
Lesser Slave Lake to Grouard at the west end of the
lake and completed the remainder of the journey
overland to their destination.

The Edmonton,
Dunvegan and
British Columbia
Railway (Northern
Alberta Railway)
reached Spirit River
in 1916. This was
approximately 70
miles from the
Pouce Coupe
Prairie. Dawson
Creek was started to
accommodate these
and other settlers. The location was about 1-1/2 miles
southwest from the centre of the present city. The late
George Hart opened the first store on his homestead a
short distance from the original hamlet. In 1919, Bill
Bullen and Tom McRae opened a store. In 1920,
Bullen built a hotel that burned down soon after it
opened. He immediately rebuilt and it served
travelers for a number of years.

From 1919 to 1930 the old hamlet grew slowly,
just enough to care for the needs of the sparse
community.

The settlers during this time were mainly British
war veterans who were filing claims on land in the
Progress and Sunset Prairie districts, 20 to 30 miles
west.

The Northern Alberta Railway line, built its
terminus east of the old hamlet. The settlers moved
their buildings; both domestic and commercial to the
area near the railway. The winter of 1930-31 was
mild and nearly all the buildings at the old site were
moved 1% miles northeast to the new townsite.
Amongst new buildings erected were five grain
elevators, which clearly indicates that the settlers and
homesteaders had not been sitting idle waiting for the
railway. The population of the old hamlet was
estimated at 100. At 6:30 pm, Thursday, January 15,
1931, the first regular passenger train arrived at
Dawson Creek over the NAR. Although the next
decade is often called the "hungry thirties" the new
village continued a slow but steady growth.

(Continued on page 31)
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(Continued from page 30)

By 1936 the population had increased to over
500 and on May 26 a charter of incorporation as a
village was granted. The first Commissioners were
George Bisset, W.O. Harper and A.S. Chamberlain.
The boundaries of the village at this time were the
N.A.R. right of way on the north, what is now 104"
Avenue on the south, Twelfth Street on the west and
the Pouce Coupe Road (Eighth St.) on the east
enclosing approximately 50 acres. The assessed value
in the first full year of operation as a village (1937)
was: Land $20,535; Improvements $161,407; there
were 70 trade licenses — mostly $5 each and the
total receipts for the village were $1,813.

Except for the British veterans after the First
World War, the only colonization scheme carried out
was the bringing of 518 people from the Sudeten area
of Czechoslovakia in 1938. These settled near
Tupper, 20 miles southwest of Dawson Creek.

The vast agricultural district for which Dawson
Creek is the shipping point contributed to a steady
growth of the village up to 1942.

In March 1942 a start was made on the famous
Alaska Highway. Dawson Creek, with a population
of 750, had thousands of civilian workers and
soldiers invading it almost overnight and until the
completion of the highway at the end of 1943 it was a
real boomtown. This brought in many industries,
many of which have remained. The trucking industry
is an important part of the economy. The search for
oil and gas has also contributed to growth.

On February 13, 1943 an explosion destroyed an
entire block in the heart of Dawson Creek. The Co-
op’s main store building was saved, mainly through
the efforts of American Army personnel. The village
had no water supply system and the only water
available was the run off in the road ditches and for a
time it appeared the whole village would burn.

Martial law was proclaimed and the Army
ordered the merchandise to be removed from the Co-
op building. Store contents were hurriedly thrown
into trucks and then unloaded in great mounds like
haystacks on the golf course, about half a mile away.

The explosion gave the merchants an
opportunity to rebuild with more permanent
premises. This is one reason why one sees so few
"western" storefronts, which are prevalent in many
towns. Dawson Creek with all its advantages was
bound to grow but there is no doubt that the building
of the Alaska Highway hurried the growth
tremendously.

Dawson Creek was incorporated as a city in
1958. Since that time, Dawson Creek has solidified
its agricultural economy, diversified its industry and
expanded its retail and service sectors. Many
families of the original settlers still live in the area.

Sources: The Dawson Creek Story, By Harry Giles in the Dawson Creek Star, Nov. 21, 1959
www.britishcolumbia.com
Encyclopedia Canadiana
Faith in a Fertile Land, by Mabel Lillian Harper
Dawson Creek Past & Present, by M.E. Coultts
The Calverley Collection, Dawson Creek Public Library, http://www.calverley.ca/


http://www.britishcolumbia.com
http://www.calverley.ca
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The Community Profile and Investment Guide for the City of Dawson Creek is an indicator of the
economic well-being of the community and intends to give prospective residents and entrepreneurs an
overview of the character and potential of the City of Dawson Creek and its service area.

This data has been obtained from a variety of sources, including Statistics Canada, BC Statistics,
Provincial government agencies and municipal records.

If you require additional information not addressed in this profile, or if you require further assistance to
progress your business undertakings, please call Mayor Mike Bernier at 250-784-3616 at the City of Dawson
Creek.

The City of Dawson Creek

P.O. Box 150

Dawson Creek, BC

V1G 4G4

Phone: 250-784-3600

Fax: 250-782-3203

Email: admin@dawsoncreek.ca

http://www.dawsoncreek.ca

The Dawson Creek Community Profile & Investment Guide and
In the News are produced by:

Dawson Creek Catholic Social Services
1209-105 Avenue
Dawson Creek, BC V1G 2L8

Photo Credits:
C. Anderson, New Harvest Media
D. Pettit, Peace Photographics
E. Mayoh

Cover Design:
RG Strategies

The Dawson Creek Community Profile & Investment Guide and In the
News are filled with information and statistical data. Although every
effort was made in good faith to ensure the accuracy of information
contained herein, Dawson Creek Catholic Social Services accepts no
warranty nor accepts liability from any incorrect, incomplete or
misleading information or its improper use. For more information,
please contact The City of Dawson Creek at 250-784-3600.
Dawson Creek Catholic Social Services
January 2009
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