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LABOUR FORCE  

Employment 
Northeastern BC Unemployment Rates   

  Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
2004 4.4 4.2 4.6 5.0 6.3 8.3 9.0 8.0 6.3 4.7 *— *— 
2005 4.9 4.5 5.0 4.1 5.4 5.2 4.9 4.2 4.4 4.4 *— *— 
2006 *— *— *— *— *— 4.4 *— *— 4.2 5.2 4.9 *— 
2007 *— *— *— *— *— *— *— *— *— *— *— *— 
2008 *— *— *— 4.3 5.0 5.9 6.2 6.3 5.8 5.0 4.5 3.6 
2009 4.6 4.6 6.5 6.5 8.4 7.7 7.9 8.3 7.9 7.2 5.5 5.4 
2010 4.9 4.4 4.4 5.3 6.9 7.5 7.3 6.8 7.6 7.6 6.4 7.1 
2011 9.0 9.1 8.1 5.4 5.1        

* The unemployment rate for Northeastern BC has been suppressed due to high sample variance. 

y British Columbia’s unemployment rate dropped to 8.1% (seasonally adjusted) in March. 
The change in the jobless rate was primarily driven by a notable decline (-0.6%) in the number of people 
who were either working or looking for work, but a slight increase in employment (+0.2%) also 
contributed. Data Source: Statistics Canada 

y Among the province’s regions, unemployment rates ranged from 7.6% (3-month moving 
average, unadjusted) in Cariboo to 9.4% in Thompson/Okanagan. The number of people 
working in Mainland/Southwest (+1.3%) was up compared to March of 2010, while employment in 
Vancouver Is-land/Coast slumped (-2.5%) for the tenth consecutive month. Data Source: Statistics Canada 

BC Stats Infoline Issue 11-14 April 8, 2011 

APRIL 2011 

MAY 2011 

LABOUR FORCE  
y British Columbia’s unemployment rate inched down 0.2 percentage points to 7.9% 

(seasonally adjusted) in April. The improvement in the jobless rate was largely due to employment 
gains, as the number of British Columbians with jobs increased (+0.4%) for a third straight month. The 
labour force, which includes those who are either working or actively looking for work, expanded a 
marginal 0.1%. 

BC’s unemployment rate remained above the national average (7.6%), but was similar to that in 
Ontario (7.9%) and Quebec (7.8%). The Prairies, especially Saskatchewan (5.0%) and Manitoba (5.2%), 
had the lowest unemployment rates in the country. Alberta’s jobless rate (5.9%) was somewhat higher. 
Data Source: Statistics Canada 

y Among the regions, unemployment rates (3-month moving average, unadjusted) ranged 
from 5.4% in Northeast to 10.1% in Kootenay. Mainland/Southwest (8.4%) and Vancouver Island/
Coast (8.5%) have seen jobless rates climb in recent months. Data Source: Statistics Canada 

BC Stats Infoline Issue 11-18 May 6, 2011 

In May 2011, the unemployment rate in BC is 7.8% and 5.7% in Alberta. 
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JUNE 2011 

Employment 

LABOUR FORCE  
• British Columbia’s jobless rate edged 0.3 percentage points lower to 7.6% 

(seasonally adjusted) in May. Employment in the province advanced (+0.2%), marking a fourth 
consecutive monthly increase. The size of BC’s labour force contracted slightly (–0.1%), which also 
contributed the decline in the unemployment rate. 

At the regional level, jobless rates (unadjusted 3-month moving average) ranged 
from 5.1% in Northeast to 9.5% in Kootenay. A double-digit gain in employment in North 
Coast/Nechako (+11.6%) was the strongest in BC, followed by more modest increases in Northeast 
(+4.6%), Mainland/Southwest (+2.0%) and Thompson-Okanagan (+1.3%). Employment inched ahead 
(+0.4%) in Cariboo, while falling in both Vancouver Island/Coast (–3.7%) and Kootenay (–0.6%). Data 
Source: Statistics Canada 

BC Stats Infoline Issue 11-23 June 10, 2011 

Photo by Peace PhotoGraphics 
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Representatives from the largest oil and gas producer company operating in the region, EnCana, met in 
Dawson Creek to discuss some recent developments the company has been involved in. 

The company is forecasting to drill 45 new wells this year in the Montney formation, including 40 total in 
the Dawson Creek and Farmington areas, representing a capital investment of over $350 million. 

"The Montney continues to be one of our top tier assets in the company," said Mike Forgo, vice president 
for business services and stakeholder relations, adding it continues to prove economical to develop despite 
historically low gas prices. 

In February, EnCana announced it had reached a joint venture agreement with state-owned PetroChina 
to acquire a 50% interest in Encana's Cutbank Ridge assets, which includes the Montney formation. Forgo said 
how the deal affects the pace of development in the area won't be known until an operating agreement is 
finalized, and assuming regulatory approvals are given, but it's not likely to have much of an impact in the 
short-term. However, he said third-party investment is critical to developing those resources over the long-
term, as unconventional gas wells have a much longer lifespan than conventional wells. 

Last month, the company acquired a 30% stake in the Kitimat LNG (liquefied natural gas) project. Forgo 
said it makes sense for EnCana to invest in the project given its large natural gas supply and the opportunity 
the project represents to expand into Asian markets where demand for natural gas is growing. 

However, he said completing an engineering study, obtaining an export license and consulting further 
with First Nations in the area will need to happen before the project becomes a reality. Apache Canada 
would operate the project with 40% ownership, with EnCana and EOG Resources Canada each owning a 
30% stake. 

The company is developing domestic demand for natural gas as an alternative for transportation fuel and 
power generation. It continues to build natural gas fueling stations across its North American operations to 
supply heavy-duty trucks and fleet vehicles, including a project in Fort Nelson that is expected to get 
underway later this year. 

"We're looking at that opportunity everywhere we operate," said Forgo, adding there's a push across North 
America towards natural gas given the price, abundance, security and low greenhouse gas emissions compared 
to other fossil fuels. 

Industry's use of water has been a concern for residents in the Dawson Creek area given recent droughts, 
and Forgo said his company continues to look for alternatives to surface water. EnCana has partnered with 
Geoscience BC for a water inventory project in the Montney formation, which includes looking for non-
potable, deepwater aquifers. 

Ferus recently announced it will be doubling its capacity to produce liquid nitrogen by building two plants 
in Dawson Creek. Jim Roberts, EnCana's team lead for development in the Dawson Creek area, said while it's 
good news to have a closer supply of liquid nitrogen, which is used in the hydraulic fracturing process, it's not 
likely to decrease the company's water use.  

Northeast News 

APRIL 2011 

Energy 

WATER USE 

Photo by Peace PhotoGraphics 
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Energy 

A Calgary-based company is starting construction on a second liquid nitrogen facility in north-eastern 
British Columbia, while work on another plant at the same site is not yet completed. 

“The original decision we made to build a plant in Dawson Creek was based on our experience in north-
eastern British Columbia and the development of Horn River and Montney,” said Joe Ladouceur, Ferus Inc. 
vice president of external affairs and treasurer. 

In July 2010, Ferus Inc. started construction in Dawson Creek on a $20 million liquid nitrogen plant with 
a production capacity of 200 tonnes per day. 

“As we begin to build, customers were asking for commitments to supply. We quickly found out that the 
demand was greater than the capacity of the original facility. We planned to build another plant next to the 
first one some time in the future, but that day came a lot sooner than expected.” 

Last month, before construction on the first plant was completed, Ferus began construction on a second 
$20 million liquid nitrogen plant on the same site. 

The strong demand for products and services in B.C.’s rapidly expanding energy sector is the main factor 
behind the decision to start construction on these facilities, which will have a combined capacity of 400 tonnes 
per day. 

“We are doing a lot of site preparation and laying foundations for the first liquid nitrogen facility in 
Dawson Creek,” said Ladouceur. “The plants are manufactured in the U.S. and the modular components are 
delivered to the site in trucks, where they are assembled.” 

At peak construction, the project requires about 40-50 different trades people involved with assembly, tie 
in work, plumbing electrical and foundation work. 

After the modules are assembled, the plumbing will be connected, which is necessary for the nitrogen to 
flow into large holding tanks. The electrical work will also be needed to be completed to move the nitrogen 
from the storage tanks to a loading station. 

“We literally bring air into the plant, which is compressed and cooled,” said Ladouceur. “The air 
eventually turns into nitrogen at -180 degrees Celsius.” 

Construction of the first plant is scheduled for completion this fall and the second liquid nitrogen facility 
is expected to be fully operational in early 2012. 

Liquid nitrogen is made by Ferus using air that is compressed using electric-driven compressors. After 
initial compression, trace gases are removed and pressure is released, further cooling the air. 

This process is repeated until oxygen (O2) turns to liquid and is separated from gaseous nitrogen. The 
oxygen is then released back into the atmosphere. 

“We deliver the product from the plant to the well site, where it is used for well stimulation,” said 
Ladouceur. “The nitrogen is injected into the well at high volume and pressure, where it cracks the rock in the 
well and increase the wells productivity.” 

Journal of Commerce 

FERUS BUILDS SECOND PLANT 

APRIL 2011 

Photo by Peace PhotoGraphics 
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Energy 

ENCANA ACTIVITIES 2011 
The Canadian Deep Basin Business Unit (BU) straddles the Alberta and British Columbia border and is 

responsible for developing the Cutbank Ridge and Bighorn resource plays.  Encana has the expertise to extract 
natural gas from deep basin tight gas formations using the latest technology in horizontal drilling and multi-
zone hydraulic fracturing. 

In the Peace region of northeastern BC, Encana operates facilities near Dawson Creek, Farmington, 
Tomslake and Pouce Coupe.  In the Farmington area, we expect about 21 wells will be drilled in 2011 plus six 
wells will be completed (part of the 2010 drilling program). 

Facilities expansion of the 9-27-79-17 compressor station in the Farmington area near Encana’s Saturn 
field will include adding two new compressors, expanding the total station capacity to 100 MMcf/d.  The 
facilities expansion is expected to be complete by late April 2011. 

In the Dawson Creek development area (which includes Tomslake and Sunrise) we plan to drill and 
complete 17 new wells in 2011.  Ten additional wells which were drilled in 2010 will also be completed in 
2011.  No new facility expansions are planned. 

Encana “Connecting with your community” Spring 2011 

APRIL 2011 

MasTec, Inc. has acquired Fabcor TargetCo, Ltd., and its subsidiaries ("Fabcor"), a Canadian 
pipeline and facility construction services company with offices in Grande Prairie, Alberta and Dawson Creek, 
British Columbia, Canada. Fabcor's pipeline and facility construction services to the oil and gas industry 
include: new pipeline construction; pipeline modification and replacement services; well-site and compressor 
station construction services; and gas plant modification and plant commissioning support services. 

Fabcor has worked for most major oil and gas companies in Canada, including Murphy Oil 
Corporation, Encana, and Quicksilver. Fabcor was recently awarded a contract to construct a 100 
MMcf/d natural gas processing plant in British Columbia. 

MasTec anticipates significant opportunities for energy infrastructure work in Canada during the coming 
years and that Fabcor will provide MasTec the platform it needs to provide those services in a variety of 
areas.  While Fabcor's initial focus will be on pipeline and facility related projects, MasTec plans to leverage 
this investment and participate in other areas of the Canadian energy infrastructure build-out. 

MasTec, Inc. is a leading infrastructure construction company operating mainly throughout North 
America across a range of industries. The Company's activities include the building, installation, maintenance 
and upgrade of energy, communication and utility infrastructure, including but not limited to: electrical utility 
transmission and distribution, wind farms, solar farms, other renewable energy, natural gas and petroleum 
pipeline infrastructure, wireless, wireline, satellite communication, industrial infrastructure and water and 
sewer systems. MasTec's customers are in the following industries: utilities (including wind farms, solar farms 
and other renewable energy, natural gas gathering systems and pipeline infrastructure), communications 
(including wired and wireless telephony and satellite television) and government (including water, sewer and 
other utility and communications work on military bases). The Company's corporate website is located at 
www.mastec.com. 

PRNewswire 

MASTEC BUYS FABCOR 

http://www.mastec.com
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Energy 
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MAY 2011 

TOURMALINE OIL  

YOUNGER SEPTIMUS PIPELINE 

Tourmaline Oil Corp. is planning to operate 
eight drilling rigs after spring break-up and the rigs are 
expected to drill approximately 55 wells through the 
balance of the year. 

These rigs will continue operating through the 
winter and to spring break-up 2012. 

Major second half 2011 drilling programs include 
Dawson-Sunrise, British Columbia (approximately 16 
horizontal wells), Musreau-Kakwa, Alberta (six wells), 
Spirit River, Alberta (five horizontal wells) and Ansel-
Minehead, Alberta (10 wells, including six horizontals). 

A major facility expansion at Dawson-Sunrise and a 
new gas plant at Musreau are the main second half 
infrastructure projects. 

Tourmaline's 2011 capital budget has been 
increased to $450 million ($470 million assuming 
closing of the Cinch Energy Corp. acquisition). 

Year-over-year production growth for 2011 is now 
expected to exceed 55 per cent. 

Tourmaline said it expects to tie-in approximately 
45 new wells throughout its property portfolio by year-
end 2011. 

The company said it had a very successful first 
quarter 2011 drilling program which included 20 gas 
wells, two oil wells, three successful recompletions and 
no dry holes. 

JuneWarren-Nickle’s Energy Group 

Two B.C. oil and gas companies are joining forces to build a new 16-inch gas pipeline from a Montney 
gas plant to the Younger gas processing facility in Taylor. 

Provident Energy Ltd. and AltaGas Ltd. will build a 25-km long line, dubbed the Younger Septimus 
Pipeline, which will send up to 250 million cubic feet of natural gas per day to the gas processing site. 

The Younger facility is the only deep cut extraction plant in British Columbia. It provides recoveries of up 
to 80 per cent of the ethane and 99 per cent of propane-plus liquids entrained in the natural gas stream. 

Under the agreement, Provident and AltaGas will each own a 30 per cent interest in the project. 
It is expected to cost about $30 million to construct the pipeline of which both companies have committed 

$9 million. 
The pipeline should be fully operational by the end of the year. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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MAY 2011 

Energy 

ARC RESOURCES 
Even at natural gas prices that have hamstrung many gas plays, ARC Resources Ltd.'s Dawson 

Montney play in northeast British Columbia remains a moneymaker as well as the company's growth engine. 
Analysts rank the economics of the liquids-rich gas play in the Montney formation of northeast BC. as 

among the best in North America. ARC boasts that it unlocked the play, drilling the first horizontal well into 
the tight formation at Dawson in 2005. 

John Dielwart, ARC's chief executive officer  described the Dawson field as "the best of the best," the 
company's "meat and potatoes" and the company's growth engine. 

Dawson has an estimated 3.8 tcf of discovered gas initially in place and is currently producing about 150-
160 mmcf a day, up from only about 20 mmcf a day a few years ago. 

In all, ARC has an estimated 10.1 tcf of discovered gas initially in place on its northeast BC. Montney 
lands -- excluding its Attachie and Tower properties where the resource potential hasn't been assessed. Only 
1.38 tcf has been booked as proved plus probable reserves. 

Not surprisingly, the area is getting the biggest chunk of the company's capital budget. Out of a total 2011 
program of $625 million, ARC plans to spend $228 million in northeast B.C. this year. 

The second-biggest allocation -- $123 million -- is going to northern Alberta with just over $100 million 
of that amount earmarked for Ante Creek. The third-largest chunk of ARC's 2011 capital budget is the $90 
million allocation for the Pembina Cardium play in Alberta. 

JuneWarren-Nickle’s Energy Group 
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JUNE 2011 

Energy 

TRINIDAD DRILLING SELLS EQUIPMENT 
Trinidad Drilling has entered into an agreement to sell its well servicing rigs and related equipment 

(TWS) to Central Alberta Well Services Corp. (CWC) for $38 million in cash, excluding positive 
working capital. 

Well servicing has been an important part of Trinidad's operations for more than ten years and has 
provided a level of diversification as the Company has grown its contract drilling business. Trinidad now 
operates more than 120 drilling rigs across North America, providing broad geographic diversification and 
reducing the need for the diversification added by the well servicing division. 

Trinidad's well servicing division has 22 well servicing rigs operating from three centers in Alberta. The 
well service fleet is made up of: 
y Two skid doubles 
y Six mobile free standing class III singles 
y Five mobile class III doubles 
y Two mobile class III free standing doubles 
y Seven mobile free standing class II singles 
CWC has agreed to purchase all 22 of TWS's service rigs and anticipates that they will retain the vast 

majority of employees currently working for TWS. The sale is expected to close on June 15, 2011. Trinidad 
expects to use the proceeds from the sale to fund the growth of its deep, technically advanced drilling fleet or 
to reduce overall corporate indebtedness. 

www.rigzone.com 

South African petrochemicals group Sasol has 
completed the $1.03 billion acquisition of its second 
shale gas interest in Canada's Talisman Energy Inc. 

Sasol is picking up a 50 per cent stake in Talisman's 
Cypress A acreage in the Montney Basin in northeastern 
British Columbia, where the company also bought a 
stake in Talisman's Farrell Creek assets last year. 

Sasol said the final purchase price amounted to 
$1.034 billion. The amount comprises of an initial 
purchase price of $246 million and $788 million in the 
form of a commitment to fund 75 per cent of Talisman's 
future development costs. 

Talisman, Canada's third-largest independent oil 
explorer, is one of numerous North American gas 
producers that have taken on foreign partners for shale 
gas projects, which require expensive technology to 
unlock reserves. 

JuneWarren-Nickle’s Energy Group 

SASOL BUYS 2ND INTEREST IN 
TALISMAN 

Photo by Peace PhotoGraphics 
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JUNE 2011 

Energy 

ALTAGAS GAS PROCESSING FACILITY 

ALTAGAS SOUR GAS PLANT 

AltaGas Ltd. says it has received the final regulatory approval required to begin construction on its 120 
mmcf a day Gordondale gas processing facility, located approximately 50 kilometers east Dawson Creek, BC. 

The plant will be equipped with liquids extraction facilities to capture the natural gas liquids.The  two 
phased project will allow for early production to their Pouce Coupe facility in the coming months prior to 
Gordondale coming online late next year. 

The Gordondale gas processing facility and gathering system will cost approximately $235 million. The 
gas processing facility is expected to be in service in late 2012. By using existing infrastructure in the area, 
AltaGas anticipates providing processing for early production by mid-2011. The project has now received all 
the necessary regulatory approvals. 

The plant is located in the Montney resource area, one of the largest, low-cost, liquids rich resource plays 
in the Western Canadian Sedimentary Basin. This plant will allow AltaGas to provide a midstream solution to 
a number of producers in the area. 

The addition of deep cut facilities to the project allows producers to extract additional value for liquids 
from the gas they bring to the plant for processing. The natural gas liquids extraction facilities also allow 
AltaGas to expand its service offering to market liquids for customers and to purchase gas at the plant gate and 
extract the value of the liquids. 

JuneWarren-Nickle’s Energy Group 

AltaGas Ltd. has decided to sell its Groundbirch 
facility in northeast British Columbia . 

AltaGas announced a year ago the $28 million 
acquisition of a 28 mmcf per day sour gas plant in the 
Groundbirch area, designed to meet strong producer 
demand in northeast B.C. and northwest Alberta by 
expanding existing facilities and building new 
infrastructure in the area. 

AltaGas declined to say how much the deal was 
worth, citing a confidentiality agreement but did report 
the sale resulted in a pre-tax gain of approximately $6 
million. 

In northeast B.C. and northwest Alberta the 
company is adding the Henderson pipeline and a 30 per 
cent interest in a pipeline to the Younger extraction 
plant. 

Construction is continuing on AltaGas' Forrest Kerr 
run-of-river project in northwest British Columbia. 
During the quarter, camp construction and some 
bridgework were completed and tunneling commenced. 

The 195-megawatt project is expected to be in-
service in July 2014 and is backed by a 60-year 
electricity purchase agreement with BC Hydro that is 
inflated to the consumer price index. 

JuneWarren-Nickle’s Energy Group 
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MAY 2011 

Room revenues in British Columbia advanced 2.1% (seasonally adjusted) in December. 
Vancouver Island/Coast (+5.6%), Thompson/Okanagan (+3.3%), Kootenay (+5.4%), Cariboo (+9.2%), 
North Coast (+3.5%), Nechako (+4.6%) and Northeast (+23.6%) drove the provincial upswing. However, 
room receipts in Mainland/Southwest dropped (−1.4%) for the second consecutive month.  

BC Stats Infoline Issue 11-15 April 15, 2011 
In Mainland/Southwest, receipts jumped by one-fifth (+20.3%) in 2010, and both 

Northeast (+12.8%) and North Coast (+12.6%) also registered strong double-digit gains. 
Meanwhile, Thompson-Okanagan (+6.8%), Nechako (+5.3%) and Cariboo (+3.9%) all recorded more 
modest growth in room revenues, recovering at least a portion of the ground lost during the recession in 
2009. However, accommodation operators in Kootenay (−2.9%) and Vancouver Island/Coast (−1.2%) saw 
revenues slide for a third consecutive year.  

BC Stats Infoline Issue 11-14 April 8, 2011 

Tourism 

ROOM REVENUES 

APRIL 2011 

MILITARY VEHICLE CONVOY 2012 
In 1942, US Army engineers began work on the famous Alaska Highway -still the only land route to the 

state -from Dawson Creek to Fairbanks, Alaska. 
More than 7,000 military supplies including 5,000 trucks, 904 tractors, 374 graders and 174 shovels were 

used by about 11,000 servicemen who worked 12- to 16-hour days to complete the highway in just over eight 
months. 

The Alaskan-Canadian Highway, soon shortened to the Alcan Highway, celebrates its 70th anniversary in 
2012. 

To commemorate the occasion, members of the US-based Military Vehicle Preservation Association 
(MVPA) will drive a convoy of at least 55 vintage military vehicles along the highway in August 2012. 

A few members visited Dawson Creek 
before they set out for their pre-run in 
preparation of next year's big event. 

During the pre-run, the MVPA will 
connect with tourism organizations along the 
way to plan parking, rest and fuel stops and 
accommodations for the trip. 

Member Wendy Rowsam said organizing 
a convoy is just one way the MVPA meets its 
aspirations. 

"The real mission of the organization is to 
preserve that military vehicle history and 
heritage and to make sure that that's here for 
future generations and they know the role that 
those vehicles played," she said. 

The group previously travelled to Dawson 
Creek 20 years ago to celebrate the highway's 
50th anniversary. 

(Continued on page 19) 
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JUNE 2011 

MAY 2011 

MILITARY VEHICLE CONVOY 2012 

From Aug. 4 to 29, 2012 the MVPA will set out with a huge array of historic military vehicles. 
"It's all vintages," said Rowsam. "There'll be World War Two vehicles like those that were up here when 

the Alaska Highway was built." 
In addition will be World War One vehicles, Vietnam vintage vehicles, and a couple of classic 

motorcycles. 
There will also be historic World War Two fighter planes among others that will follow along from 

above. 
So far, about 125 people have signed up for the 2012 convoy, including teams from Australia, New 

Zealand, Belgium, France and Puerto Rico that will ship their vintage vehicles overseas to participate.  
Tourism Development Coordinator Dustin Bodnaryk said Tourism Dawson Creek is pumped for the 

event. 
"We're just extremely excited about this," he said. "These things don't happen everyday, and, as well, 

they're going to be in and around the community for three, four days before driving their military vehicles, so 
it's going to be [a good opportunity] for everyone in the region to come out and see." 

Bodnaryk added that the event would also help boost the tourism economy. 
The MVPA has about 8,500 members worldwide, mainly from the US and Canada.  Most members are 

veterans or have some tie to the military. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 

(Continued from page 18) 

BE A TOURIST IN YOUR OWN TOWN 
Dawson Creekers are encouraged to forget about the green grass on the horizon and instead enjoy the 

beauty and accommodations of their own city,. 
"I want to congratulate Tourism Dawson Creek and encourage everybody in the community to do exactly 

that - be a tourist here," said Mayor Mike Bernier after proclaiming June as 'Be a Tourist in your Own Town' 
month. 

"Get out and discover what we have in Dawson Creek and why we have such a great community here. I 
want people just to realize all we have to offer here in our city." 

The Staycation campaign runs from Jun. 1 - Aug. 31. In it, residents are tasked with visiting six local 
destinations - Visitor Centre and Station Museum, Dawson Creek Art Gallery, Alaska Highway House, 
Dawson Creek Safeway Gas Station, Walter Wright Pioneer Village and Pouce Coupe Museum - and 
collecting stamps at each one. After collecting stamps from all six spots, residents can fill out a form and 
submit their contest entry to win $1,000 in fuel from Safeway. 

Summer Staycation contest and stamp brochures are available at the Visitor Centre. 
"What we're trying to do is get people in the community to come out and experience what we have to 

offer in Dawson Creek," said Deb Chaffee, manager of the Visitor Centre. "There are a lot of places people 
haven't seen. There have been a lot of newcomers too as well. We want people to come out." 

She said the Staycation contest is a good way to get residents to experience some of the wonders in their 
own backyards, which many people might usually neglect. 

(Continued on page 20) 
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Tourism 

BE A TOURIST IN YOUR OWN TOWN 

"It gets them going, moving around town and checking out these places. People that have visitors that 
come into town, then they can go around and do this as well, but there are also so many new things that are 
happening." 

One of those new things, though not a stampable destination on the Staycation contest list, is the Bear 
Mountain Wind Park, for which Tourism Dawson Creek has a new brochure. 

"Being that the wind park is new, maybe they haven't gone up and maybe they don't realize they can 
access it too," she said. 

Chaffee noted the Loeppky park as one of her favourite local destinations. 
"You can go up and see where all the kids years ago planted all the trees," she said. "It also overlooks 

Dawson Creek, so it's a really nice area. You can wander around in there, and it has wild strawberries and 
saskatoons. You can view it at night too and see all the lights of the city. Now that the crops are starting, the 
hillside is so green and it's really pretty, and when the canola starts it really gets beautiful." 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

(Continued from page 19) 

TOURISM FORECAST 
The summer tourism season is looking good, according to Tourism Development Coordinator Dustin 

Bodnaryk. 
One of the highlights of 2011 has been the Military Vehicle Preservation Association's group trip through 

Dawson Creek at the end of May. That convoy, which tours internationally, plans to come next year. 
Bodnaryk was particularly proud of the new visitor brochure describing the wind park in Dawson Creek, 

which he said receives the most questions all year. 
Bodnaryk has forecasted that group visitation statistics to Dawson Creek look to be about on par with last 

year. Bus tours have increased this year, due in large part to the increase of new accommodations in the 
Dawson Creek community. 

The Alaska Highway House has just finished its fourth visitor season.  In 2011, Tourism Dawson Creek 
plans to open a small gift shop in the building and is researching the best practices for admission rates for 
attractions of a similar nature.  Its goal is to have the Alaska Highway House operating in a sustainable way to 
increase financial viability of the attraction. 

Bodnaryk said a recent highlight was the Juneteenth celebrations on the USA Memorial Day long-
weekend. 

In 2010, 45,000 visitor guides for Dawson Creek were printed. However, with the trend towards 
electronic means for acquiring such information, Tourism Dawson Creek has reduced its print runs to 30,000 
in 2011. 

The organization is testing a Microsoft tag technology in the travel guide, which it says is in response to 
the growing number of people and visitors who own a smart phone. 

Tourism Dawson Creek's Staycation Campaign, in its second year, was another success, according to the 
organization. 

An increase in sports tourism is expected, especially regarding the recent partnership with women's 
hockey champion, Hayley Wickenheiser, as a spokesperson for the 2012 National Women's Hockey 
Championship. 

Tourism Dawson Creek's goals for the future centre around improving visitor services. 

(Continued on page 21) 
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Tourism B.C. announced support for several tourism initiatives in the Northeast , and while the funding is 
modest, officials say the money will go a long way in growing the area's reputation as a vacation destination. 

Dawson Creek, Taylor and Fort St. John each received $9,200 to invest in implementing their respective 
tourism plans aimed at better capitalizing on the heavy tourist traffic on the Alaska Highway. 

Anthony Everett, CEO of Tourism BC, explained tourism is already a significant part of the economy in 
the Peace Region.  "Most communities in the North and South Peace have only completed their tourism plans 
in the last three years, so this money is going towards putting some of those plans into place," said Everett, 
"This money will to enhance visitor experience provide tools for communities to tell their stories." 

Everett noted that the number one tourist market for the Northeast is touring, meaning roadtrippers and 
RVers who pass through the region while exploring the Alaska Highway. 

"The projects aim to play to our strengths, which is all about the natural environment," said Everett, 
"People who dream about coming to the Northeast are looking for the wide open spaces, great vistas and 
outdoor activities up here." 

Dawson Creek's grant is going towards establishing an audio walking tour, something Everett said will 
enhance what the community has already put in place with their walking guide. In addition funds are also 
earmarked for improvements to the Alaska Highway House, where a photo booth will be set up to take period 
photographs, which will automatically upload to social media. 

Alaska Highway News 

TOURISM FUNDING 

TOURISM FORECAST 

For the 2011 visitor season, 
Tourism Dawson Creek has agreed to 
continue to manage the entrance 
building as a satellite information 
centre at Pioneer Village. 

The Hi-way Howdy Program 
welcomes touring groups to the 
c o m m u n i t y  b y  p r o v i d i n g 
presentations as well as dinners and 
breakfasts to caravan tour groups. 
Tourism Dawson Creek called the 
program a success once again, as 
everyone appears to appreciate the 
extra effort and hospitality shown 
when entering the Mile Zero City. 
However, the group tour market has 
been affected since the recession, as 
well as the age demographic that 
participates in group tours. 

In a report presented to council, Bodnaryk wrote that initial forecasts in 2011 look promising with some 
of the larger companies booking an increased number of tours.  

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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Mining  

Four years of plant upgrades and a recent surge in coal prices are adding up to increased production at 
Peace River Coal (PRC). 

With four years and $25 million worth of processing plant upgrades completed last month, PRC's Trend 
mine is set to reach 1.1 million tonnes of metallurgical coal produced this year. That will be a notable increase 
over 2010 production of 0.87 million tonnes. All of that is valuable hard coking coal, as Trend produces no 
pulverized coal injection (PCI) coal. 

That increase will be in part due to the plant's new throughput capacity of 280 tonnes per hour, up from 
220 tonnes per hour. 

High coal prices are also allowing for a “push back” in the mine's phase 1 and 2 areas. That means an 
excavation of waste rock surrounding vertically-oriented coal seams, and will allow those areas to produce 
about 2 million more tonnes of coal, to be mined until about 2015, explained Trend mine general manager 
Steve Amor. 

The mine currently has 340 employees, with 22 per cent of the workforce being women and 6.3 per cent 
being First Nations employees. There are currently 30 vacancies at the mine, with more than 80 new positions 
being created in the second half of this year. 

As production moves to new areas of the Trend mine, PRC is now purchasing a new fleet of excavators 
and haul trucks. Contractors remain on site to integrate the new equipment into production. Meanwhile, the 
sale's process being led by the mine's majority owner, Anglo American, is continuing. 

With the Roman Mountain expansion having entered into the 180-day application phase of its 
environmental assessment late last year. Once that pit is running, Peace River Coal expects to produce up to 3 
million tonnes per year. 

In the long term, PRC has the Horizon and Belcourt-Saxon properties in the project pipeline. Belcourt-
Saxon in particular is “a key part of our growth strategy,” said Amor. The project, a 50-50 joint venture with 
Walter Energy, will require it's own plant infrastructure, as it's located significantly south of the Trend mine. 

Tumbler Ridge News 

After a big merger completed April, Walter Energy - formerly Western Coal - is now the biggest 
open pit coal miner in the Peace Region. 

Across its three northeast BC. mines, Walter Energy's production target for fiscal 2011 is 4.2 million 
tonnes of metallurgical coal, double the 2.1 million tonnes achieved last year. That production target is slightly 
above what Teck hopes to pull out of Quintette each year, and well above Peace River Coal's production 
target. 

The growth plan doesn't stop there – by 2013, Walter hopes to produce 5.7 million tonnes. 
Coal produced from the company's northeast BC mines – Wolverine, Brule, and Willow Creek - has been 

established as a key blend in five of the world’s ten largest steel mills. While hard coking coal has the highest 
value, Walter's ultra-low volatile pulverized injection coal (PCI) has been recognized as a key ingredient 
making up nearly 30 per cent of the coke feed in some new steel making blast furnaces. 

The Wolverine mine, built in 2005, is the nearest of the three to Tumbler Ridge. It produces coking coal, 
while Brule produces mainly PCI coal. Willow Creek produces both types of coal. 

Tumbler Ridge News 

WALTER ENERGY 

PEACE RIVER COAL 
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Canadian Dehua International Mines Group (CDIMG) has a plan to start a large-scale 
underground mine south of Tumbler Ridge – one that's slated to produce 5.5 million tonnes of metallurgical 
coal per year. 

The Murray River Coal Project, located in the Mast Creek area 12.5 kilometres southwest of town, would 
be a room-and-pillar underground operation with a mine life of 50 years. Both the fact that it's underground 
mining and the long time scale for continuous production would make this a unique project in the Tumbler 
Ridge area. It would produce purely hard coking coal. 

Canadian Dehua International Mines Group is a Canadian company with backing from Chinese steel 
producers, and is based out of Vancouver. In addition to the Murray River project, it's also pursuing the 
Bullmoose coal project northwest of Tumbler Ridge. 

The underground mine is being planned by Calgary-based Norwest Corporation. The mine plan would 
include two declines plus a vent shaft ventilation system, continuous miner machinery, and a conveyor belt to 
move coal. Personnel and equipment would be moved with rubber tire vehicles. 

Upon completion of a two-year drill this program this spring, Dehua plans to extract a 90,700 tonne bulk 
sample in July. Exploration drilling in the 800 metre to 1,200 metre depth range last year was followed by 
infill drilling that started this winter and is still continuing. 

The sample will be obtained by mining out two declines - the same two declines that would form part of 
the mine if approved. The sample would then be transferred from the surface facility to an as-yet 
undetermined load-out facility, then to China for testing. 

Detailed full mine feasibility study and design will be complete by August, with an environmental 
baseline study to be complete by March 2012. If all signs are good, full mine production could begin in 2013. 

Dehua says the mine would provide 400 direct jobs, and aims to provide opportunities for education, 
training, employment and contractor work, while backing community events and projects. The final 
reclamation plan is to leave the underground mine intact for training, education and tourism. 

Tumbler Ridge News 

CANADIAN DEHUA INTERNATIONAL MINES 
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Mining  

JUNE 2011 

TECK RESOURCES 
Teck Resources Limited is undertaking a feasibility study and is planning a multi-million dollar 

investment to re-open the Quintette mine in northeast British Columbia. 
Teck started a study in 2010 to analyze the feasibility of restarting the mine, which is located about 20 

kilometres south of Tumbler Ridge in northeastern B.C. 
The feasibility study is expected to be completed in mid-2011, with construction scheduled to begin early 

next 2012. 
The estimated capital cost of the open-pit project is about $500 million and the target market for the 

mine’s output is steelmaking facilities in China and other parts of Asia. 
If Quintette gets regulatory approval, construction is expected to begin early 2012 and is expected to be in 

production by 2013. It has a projected life of 16 years. 
The mine was closed in 2000, after operating since 1982. 

Journal of Commerce 
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ANGLO COAL BUYS HOTEL 
The Best Western Hotel in Tumbler Ridge is now property of Anglo Coal Canada. 
The order for sale indicates the hotel was bought for $7,015,000. That's a significant increase over the 

$6.4 million approved offer put in by the Canadian Dehua International Mining Group (CDIMG) prior 
to the court date, but still far below the $7.5 million asking price for the property. 

"We're considering how this will form a part of our accommodation strategy," said Peace River Coal 
(PRC) Trend mine manager Steve Amor. Anglo Coal Canada  is the majority stakeholder in Peace River Coal, 
and is a wholly-owned indirect subsidiary of Anglo American PLC. 

The hotel has been run at Brar's expense by a court-appointed receiver, Vancouver-based D. Manning 
and Associates, since last June. 

Tumbler Ridge News 

Mining  
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Transportation 

DUST SUPPRESSION 
Rural residents will be eating less dust this summer with a $700,000 increase to the dust suppression 

budget for 2011. 
A total of $1.2 million has been allocated to increase dust suppression measures on dirt roads in the Peace 

Region, up from last year's budget of $500,000. 
"Some of the finer things that we deal with when we talk about roads is quality of life for the people that 

live in the rural parts, and dust has been a major issue with the increased [industrial] activity that's taken 
place," said Minister of Transportation and Infrastructure Blair Lekstrom. "This [money] is going to go a long 
ways into resolving a lot of the issues out there." 

He added that the $1.2 million is in addition to the nearly $1 million that road maintenance contractors, 
Caribou Road Services (CRS) and Yellowhead Road and Bridge spend on dust suppression in the region. 

Although using water for suppressing dust works well, it's only a short-term solution that lasts a few 
hours, said Lekstrom. 

Applying liquid calcium, that helps stabilize the base of the road, has proven a better way to keep the dust 
down. 

Derek Drummond, District Manager of Transportation for the Peace, said one liquid calcium application 
could last from four to eight weeks depending on the traffic volume and road conditions. 

"It provides almost like a cap over the road and acts like a hard surface for a gravel road," he said. 
Drummond said the ministry is currently working on a schedule to prioritize which roads need to be done 

first. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 
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SOUTH PEACE ROADWORK 
Peace River South MLA Blair Lekstrom, also the Minister of Transportation and Infrastructure, 

appropriately announced the highest capital spending on roads the region has seen in the last 10 years. 
"This year we are going to spend $54.3 million in Peace River South. It is a continuation of the work that 

we have done over the last decade," said Lekstrom. 
Of the $54.3 million, $19 million will come from the ministry's Oil and Gas Program; the remaining 

money will be from the Road and Bridge Program. 
"We're going to continue to do some work in the Tate Creek area," he began. "The Braden Road is 

another one. Bear Mountain - that is the road that goes up to the gravel pit and up to the wind towers and so on 
- we're going to do some upgrade on that, [with] base stabilization, gravel work, make sure that we look after 
the soft spots that are there." 

Within city limits, construction to install traffic lights at the intersection of 13 Street and Alaska Avenue 
near Tim Hortons is set to begin in July. 

Transportation Ken Nash noted the project would be a partnership with the city.  "Because of the 
proximity to the emergency services there, there will be sound activation to allow them easy access to the 
highway," he added. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

• Strengthen and seal-coat Tate Creek area roads. 
• Widen, strengthen and seal-coat to complete Braden 

Road between Highway 97 North and South. 
• Widen, strengthen and double seal-coat approximately 

9 km of Braden Road from Road 244 grid end of 
pavement south to Road 218M. 

• Bear Mountain Road upgrades: drainage 
improvements, gravelling, and base repairs for 
approximately 3.6 km. 

• Hard surfacing of the Rolla community side road 
network. 

• Dawson Creek area subdivision roads: South Dawson 
Road (1.4 km), Patterson Road (2.9 km), Kendrew 
Road (0.6 km). Imperial Road (0.2km), Micro Road 
(0.7 km), Friesen Road (0.8km) and Willow Valley 
Estate Road (0.3 km). 

• Overlay paving of the Windrem Creek Bridge. 
• Alaska Avenue and 13 Street intersection 

improvements. 
• Corridor lighting enhancements from Pouce Coupe to 

Old Edmonton Highway, slide remediation, drainage 
improvements, and access improvements to the Pouce 
Coupe Park. 

• Improved access to Monkman Park Road to include 
gravelling, grading, and base stabilization. 

• Emulsion crack-sealing at various locations along 
Highway 29 South, Highway 52 North, Highway 52 
East, Highway 97 and the Dangerous Goods Route. 

• Design work for Bissett Creek Bridge replacement with 
construction commencing 2012.  

• Paving of intersection at Highway 97 and Dangerous 
Goods Route (DGR) in Dawson Creek, and sections of 
the DGR between Highway 97 and Highway 2, as well 
as segments of Highway 2 and 8 Street through 
Dawson Creek, and segments of Highway 2 south of 
Pouce Coupe. 

• Full signalization and acceleration lane at Highway 97 
South and the DGR. 

• Stewart Lake Road: 
• Drainage and surface improvements of Stewart Lake 

Road followed by base strengthening, widening and 
seal-coating. 

• Grade reduction of Highway 97 North at the West Pine 
Overpass to increase clearance for industrial traffic. 
Construction for the East Pine Overpass is slated for 
2012. 

• Hot-ln-Place Recycle 20 km of Highway 97 between 
Rd 247 and Rd 223, west of Dawson Creek. 

• Upgrade and strengthen existing road structures and 
perform brushing on various South Peace roads 
impacted by oil and gas industrial traffic. 

• Dust control on various roads impacted by the oil and 
gas industry. 

• Intersection improvement of Highway 97 and Magusin 
Road and the widening, base strengthening and hard 
surfacing of Magusin Road to support the preferred 
routing program for oil and gas industry traffic. 

• Completion of realignment and reconstruction of 
approximately 11 km of Highway 97 from Bennett 
Creek to Link Creek including two new bridges. 

2011-12 SOUTH PEACE HIGHWAY PROJECTS 
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CONCERT FUNDRAISER 

City News 

ROAD SAFETY ISSUES 

Executive Director of the Kiwanis Performing Arts Centre (KPAC) Terri 
Hanen presented city council with $44,500 that was raised by the Ben Heppner 
charity concert held Mar. 18. 

She noted that the show's success wouldn't have been possible without the 
sponsors cutting back their costs and donating services, ultimately saving KPAC 
from spending more money. 

Hanen thanked the community for supporting the Ben Heppner show. 
The funds raised will go towards the Calvin Kruk Centre for the Arts that is 

already under construction with the mechanical and electrical installations 
already underway. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

In response to resident's concerns about traffic safety, Blair Lekstrom. Peace River South MLA and 
Minister of Transportation and Infrastructure, announced changes to winter road maintenance in the region. 

Lekstrom announced Highway 97 from Chetwynd to Fort St. John and Highway 2 from the border of 
Alberta to Dawson Creek will now be designated Class A highways from their current Class B designation. 
Shanna Mason, executive director of highway operations, explained there are many improvements that come 
with the change in classification, but perhaps most important to drivers is winter maintenance. 

"The ones I think will be most important to the public, where they will see the greatest effect when 
driving, is the response of plowing, the response to slippery conditions and more frequent patrolling," she said. 

Also, Lekstrom said the use of liquid calcium, used on South Peace roads as part of winter maintenance 
for the last six years, will be discontinued in favour of salt and sand. 

Lekstrom said he is close to announcing a policy around improved dust suppression on rural roads, and he 
expects to have it completed before vehicle bans begin to be lifted on some of those roads. There will also be a 
capital plan for the region's roads announced shortly, he added." 

As for twinning the Alaska Highway, Lekstrom said he is discussions with his stuff on how that might 
work, but he said they are not close to having a project yet. 

Northeast News 

The first tender for the construction of the SAGR cells at the Reclaimed Water Plant was awarded to 
Tritech Group Ltd. out of Langley for just over S7 million. 

Tritech’s expected completion date is sometime in August. 
The second tender for the blowers and the blower building closes on April 21 and the third tender for 

the construction of the treatment facility itself will be going out soon. 
The drawings for the treatment plant are currently 90% complete. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

RECLAIMED WATER PLANT 

APRIL 2011 



- 28 - 

City News 

A second liquid nitrogen company has announced it will also be setting up shop in Dawson Creek. 
City Council approved a development permit for Air Liquide Canada to build a 200 tonne per day liquid 

nitrogen plant with a 1,000 tonne storage capacity, two loading stations, a parking area and all required 
utilities. 

The plant would be located next to the two Ferus plants in the Hansen subdivision located on the west 
side of the city. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

The City of Dawson Creek will be holding an open house for those wishing to learn more, or to 
comment on, the newly drafted zoning bylaw that has been updated to accommodate the 2009 Official 
Community Plan (OCP). 

The OCP is a policy document that guides decisions on land use and development. 
"The OCP was quite a new documented plan from the previous one, so obviously there's some dif-

ferences between the zoning and the OCP now," said Kevin Henderson, Director of Infrastructure and 
Sustainable Development. "Once you have a new OCR you automatically have to update the zoning." 

Henderson explained that the OCP is a long-range vision for the community, whereas the zoning bylaw 
acts as a regulator. 

The proposed new zoning bylaw would set out specific regulations for land use, housing types, parking 
and other developments. 

"It helps enact the OCR" he said. "So if the OCP says this area should be residential, the zoning will be 
the regulation for that residential area. It will talk about the size of the lots. It'll talk about the setbacks from 
property lines. It will be more specific, where the OCP is that overarching, general plan." 

The new OCP is quite a departure from the previous one, Henderson noted. 
The new plan includes densification, more community walkability and mixed-use neighbourhoods.  
The city received a grant from the Union of BC Municipalities' seniors' housing and support initiative to 

fund the age-friendly zoning bylaw that looks to include amenities that would & allow a person to age in 
place. 

"Theoretically you could live in a neighbourhood from when you were a child, right to the year you 
die," explained Henderson. "It's not a subdivision or a neighbourhood that's specifically just one sector, it 
goes back to that mixed use.  It allows for everything." 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

AIR LIQUIDE 

OFFICIAL COMMUNITY PLAN 

City council approved the renewal of a two-year Emergency Services contract with Tembec Enterprises 
Inc., a pulp mill in Chetwynd. 

The contract provides Tembec with fire protec-tion, training and educa-tion services. 
The city's fire depart-ment has held the contract since 2007, and has responded five times since then, 

earning the fire department just over $265,800. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 
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City News 

City council approved the most recent gaming report on the revenue the city receives from Chances 
Gaming Centre. 

The city collects 10 per cent of the net gaming revenue from Chances. Since the centre opened in October 
2004, the city has acquired just over $3.8 million. In accordance with the terms of the contribution agreement, 
the funds must be used for "any purpose of benefit to the community." 

Chief Financial Officer Shelly Woolf said the revenue would be allocated to the Calvin Kruk Centre for 
the Arts. The total amount earned in 2010 was $711, 228. 

Woolf estimated that about $67 million has been wagered at the local Chances since it opened. 
Chief Administrative Officer Jim Chute said the bulk of that amount of wagering was already happening, 

but people were travelling to Grande Prairie to do so. 
He said the result of opening a gaming centre in Dawson Creek, along with the new events centre sustains 

the local economy. 
"The long-time goal of this council and its predecessor councils has been to find ways to keep economic 

activity in Dawson Creek," he said. "The EnCana Centre is a big part of reversing the load.... They're both 
facilities that have stopped that constant flow of traffic the one way." 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

GAMBLING REVENUES  

ENCANA EVENT CENTRE 
EnCana Events Centre General Manager 

Ryan Maclvor spoke to the Dawson Creek 
and District Chamber of Commerce last 
week, pointing out just how significant it is a 
city the size of Dawson Creek's attracts such 
high-profile events. 

"If you look at what we've brought in the 
last three years, it's pretty amazing," said 
Maclvor, who was quick to clarify that he 
works for Global Spectrum, which is under 
Comcast-Spectacor. 

In its three years running, the EnCana 
Events Centre has brought in a range of 
events, from family ones like Sesame Street 
to rock concerts and motor sports. 

The building hosted 13 events in 2008, 
42 in 2009 and 67 in 2010. Attendance each 
year respectively climbed from 21,631 to 
67,324 to 79,367 last year. The first event in 
the EnCana Events Centre was Robert 
Munch on March 25, 2008. Some of the acts 
since then include Alan Jackson, Bryan 
Adams, Larry the Cable Guy and the Harlem 
Globetrotters. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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LEKSTROM IN LIBERAL CAUSUS 

CENTRE FOR THE ARTS 

Blair Lekstrom is back in the Liberal caucus. 
Once again a member of caucus, Lekstrom said his role as MLA won't change, but being on the inside 

will have its advantages. 
When asked if he would want his previous portfolio back, Lekstrom expressed his hope, but said the 

decision ultimately up  to Premier Clark. 
"I worked long and hard, about seven years, to try and earn my way into cabinet, and I was successful. It 

is her call though," he said. "Every Premier has the prerogative to pick and choose their cabinet. I'm hopeful, 
but I think every single member of the caucus would hold that hope as well." 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

Construction of the Calvin Kruk Centre for the Arts (CKCA) officially began Friday, May 6. 
City council, along with Peace River South MLA Blair Lekstrom and community members, gathered at 

the old post office on 10 Street to kickoff the construction of the long-awaited project. 
"This has been many years in the making," said Mayor Mike Bernier at the event. "We've been working 

for about three, four years to figure out how we could turn this beautiful, old post office into a new, beautiful 
art centre right in downtown Dawson Creek." 

Bernier recognized the many hands that have helped get the CKCA started, including the many local and 
corporate donations that have been received that have made the project become a reality. 

Lekstrom added it was a historic day in Dawson Creek to officially kick-off the much-anticipated centre. 
"Our arts and cultural community in Dawson Creek is incredible," he said. "I want to say thank you to the 

people that have taken this commitment and brought their dreams to the forefront... it's the spirit that you bring 
to the table that makes it happen." 

Terri Hanen, General Manager of the Kiwanis Performing Arts Centre, was in high spirits at the kickoff. 
She recalled standing outside the old post office a couple of years ago when the announcement was made 

that federal and provincial funding came through for the construction of the building, 
"Now today, one step closer, we're a little bit more excited," she said. "Of course, nothing will top moving 

in here and actually being part of this wonderful centre and having all our programs here. I think it's going to 
be lots of fun for all the kids who can come and [use] the brand new centre." 

As part of the building design committee, Hanen has been able to visualize the centre's final look, 
especially after Friday's walkthrough. 

The tender for the construction of the centre was awarded to Preview Builders International Inc. who 
tendered a bid of $8,863,984. 

Site Superintendent Rick Leadbeater said construction is expected to be complete by December 20 11, 
after which the KPAC user groups can move into their new home. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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City News 

DRINKING WATER WEEK 
The City of Dawson Creek is allowed to drink, spray or otherwise use up to two million gallons of water 

per day, explained Watershed Steward Reg Whiten at a BC Drinking Water week event. 
"The permit allows us to take out up to about four Olympic-sized swimming pools of water a day," he 

said while touring a group of people around the city's water facilities. "That's the maximum of what we're 
allowed. Any more water that we take beyond that has to come from our storage." 

Annually, Dawson Creek is permitted to use 3,285,000 metres cubed of water. Energy company water use 
permits 100,000 metres cubed of water per year. 

Whiten explained that the amount of water used for fracking is almost the same amount of water the city 
is allowed to use per day. 

Current offsite storage, which is to protect against natural variation and climate change, is 755,000 metres 
cubed in three reservoirs, or about 120 days of use if the city stretches it. Evaporation and sediment build up 
account for about 1.5 per cent of loss in those offsite storages. 

The city is interested in building a 1.7 million metres cubed reservoir, which would potentially cost $10 
million to build. Whiten explained that $10 million is significantly less than alternative options, such as 
pumping water from the Peace River. 

Whiten said that when the city manages for water, the biggest issues start to happen in July when people 
are watering their lawns and using water in other ways. The low point used to be in September and early fall, 
but Whiten said that low point date has been steadily creeping back into summer. 

Currently, Dawson Creek produces 5,000 to 25,000 metres cubed of water waste per day. The city has set 
aside two anerobic ponds, two aerobic ponds and one large polishing pond or wetland. 

The City is looking into reducing its water waste in the future. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 

As part of the B.C.'s Drinking Water Week, a group of Dawson Creek residents toured a local water 
treatment facility to learn about where our water comes from. 

While visiting the Arras Intake, Watershed Steward Reg Whiten explained that Dawson Creek is actually 
one of the few areas in the province that has done watershed management planning. 

The Kiskatinaw Watershed is Dawson Creek's designated community water supply, as no reasonable 
alternatives exist. It covers 284,000 hectares. The river source is near Bearhole Lake and flows north for 120 
km to the Arras Intake.  Because there are no high mountain snowpacks to sustain flow, the river flow is 
dependent on rainfall and underground springs. The average annual flow rate drops in January to less than 0.5 
percent of its average due to the freezing temperatures. 

The goal of the Watershed Stewardship Program is to achieve a healthy, properly functioning watershed; 
address gaps in policy and management, develop and manage water supplies to meet current and future 
demands; and protect water quality from contamination. 

Additionally, the program aims to meet the economic needs of the community, increase knowledge in all 
stakeholders and improve security of the water supply. 

Whiten explained that the journey water takes from the Kistatinaw River to a household tap is basically a 
systems of barriers. 

"The first barrier is to manage it and protect it, and at the very end of the system is to treat it and to serve 
it," he said. "It's a whole range of things we always have to be thinking about." 

The Kiskatinaw Watershed Management Plan was developed in 2003. 
Notable accomplishments to date include the Watershed Signage Program Phase 1 in 2004; recognition at 

the Keepers of the Water conference in water-shed leadership management in 2007; Northern Regional 
Drinking Water Team support for the initiative in 2009; and the Watershed Stewardship Program being 
headed by a full-time steward in 2009. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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SOCIAL MEDIA 
A new social media policy was approved by council and will be available on the city's website for review 

and commentary. 
A city Facebook page incorporating YouTube videos will likely be launched in the coming months. 
The use of Twitter will also be considered for city communication purposes. 
Mayor Mike Bernier said jumping on the social media train would allow the city to engage the public 

more effectively, and hopefully people will get involved and become understanding of what the city does. 
"I think I have well over 1,000 people on my Facebook right now, and I quite enjoy that because it's a real 

direct connection through the Internet," he said. 
"Times have changed where people don't have to send in a snail mail letter anymore, they don't have to 

walk down to city hall, they can send an e-mail, they can get a hold of you through Facebook or Twitter and 
voice concerns and also ask questions." 

Bernier said the policy would help the city govern the way social media is used. 
"When you're dealing with council and staff and a city hall scenario you have to be really cognizant of the 

fact that sometimes social media can be misunderstood. It can be abused, so we want to have a policy in place 
that says when you're using Facebook, this is how you do it," he said.  

Dawson Creek Daily News 

WOMEN’S U-18 CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Almost two years after Hayley Wickenheiser and Team Canada were in Dawson Creek for a training 

camp in the lead-up to the 2010 Winter Olympics, the world's best female hockey play-er was back Tuesday 
with her gold medal to officially kick off the women's Under-18 2012 national hockey championship. 

That three-week "boot camp" in Dawson Creek was significant, as the national women's team was coming 
off two world championship losses and needed to refocus and rebuild if it wanted to win the Olympic gold 
medal on home ice. 

Wickenheiser and Team Canada went on to dominate their opponents and blank the U.S. 2-0 in the gold-
medal game at the Vancouver Olympics. 

But Wickenheiser's official role during this visit to the Mile Zero City was to promote the national U-18 
championship that Hockey Canada awarded the city about 18 months ago. She made the official 
announcement at a luncheon at the EnCana Events Centre, but also met with the media in the morning, visited 
Central Middle School and Ecole Frank Ross and skated with some female hockey players before she left late 
in the afternoon. 

The annual championship, slated for Nov. 7-11 2012 at the EnCana Events Centre, will feature some of 
the rising stars of Canadian women's hockey - all looking to one day play for their country and capture 
Olympic gold. 

It's expected the tournament will be heavily scouted by American and Canadian college coaches as well as 
national team officials. 

"There is no doubt that when Dawson Creek hosts the national championship in 2012 you will see players 
who will be playing on the national team in a few years," explained Wickenheiser. 

The competition will attract four teams from each of the western provinces, two from Ontario, one from 
Quebec and a regional club from Atlantic Canada. 

"It is a great event and the hockey is very competitive from province to province. There is no runaway 
favourite so it makes for a lot of fun games, and I think they will be impressed with the level of play. There are 
a lot of good young players coming up in this country around that age group. This is the feeder system for the 
national team and the world championship team." 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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AIR QUALITY MONITORING 
The City of Dawson Creek will be partnering with the Ministry of Environment in a joint air quality 

monitoring program that will see the installation of two stations that will conduct base-line monitoring. 
The stations would monitor selected pollutants including particulate matter less than 10 microns and less 

than 2.5 microns. 
Once a baseline has been produced then acceptability and improvement of air quality can be determined. 
The city has been looking at ways to install air quality monitoring for a number of years, but in previous 

proposals operating costs were too high. 
This time around the province would cover the majority of the funding including providing the 

monitoring station, expertise in setup and training, and cost of analysis. 
The City's cost would be $3,000, inclusive of staff time to collect samples. 
The city would also provide assistance with site location for the two stations and weekly collection and 

shipping of samples back to the ministry for review. 
"It's a great opportunity," said Kevin Henderson, Director of Infrastructure and Sustainable Development. 
"The idea behind it is it will sample once every 24 hours for a week then we take that and send that out. 

Over a period of time it'll be able to collect some data." 
The monitoring system is not meant to ]provide an immediate analysis, but to create a baseline of what 

the air quality is currently at. 
Having a baseline will allow the city to track whether the air quality improves or declines over the years. 
The monitoring stations should be erected within the next 30 to 60 days.  
Having an air quality baseline would not only be great data for the community, it could assist with other 

ventures such as the proposed biomass project at the multiplex, said Henderson. 
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JUNE 2011 

DC POOL WELL USED: STATS 
The expected dip after the honey-moon stage when city officials thought the number of swimmers at the 

Kenn Borek Aquatic Centre might fall off hasn't happened. 
Often when a facility, such as a new pool, is opened there will be a period when the attendance climbs and 

then falls off as people become accustomed to using the facility, say city staff. 
However, statistics from the pool show attendance has been steady ever since it opened partway through 

2007. 
There were 34,297 visits in that first year. In 2008, the first full year of operations, the attendance figures 

reached 112,744. That climbed slight-ly to 113,987 in 2009 and levelled off at 111,811 in 2010. So far, in the 
first five months of this year, the figures look on par with the number of swim-mers who attended in the first 
five months of 2010 and attendance fig-ures for 2011 will be similar to the previous three years. 

So far, 425,149 people have used the pool in the 45 months that it has been open. 
March appears to be the busiest month with an average of 12,663 peo-ple using the facility. 
The bulk of the users were drop-ins. About 55 per cent of users fell into that category. Twenty-two per-

cent of users had passes or punch cards, and about 20 per cent were enrolled in swim lessons or courses. The 
remainder were those who rented the facility. 

Dawson Creek Daily News  
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SOLAR READINESS BYLAW 
Solar power is all the rage in Dawson Creek, with new bylaws, crosswalk signs and driver feedback signs 

now in place. 
The new Solar Readiness Bylaw means that all new homes must be built to be solar ready. 
"It just means it will be built in a fashion that there will be a conduit from your utility room or where your 

hot water tank is right up to the roof, so if someone wants to at a later date put a hot water solar panel on the 
roof, they can just hook it in and it's ready to go - you don't have to do a big renovation to your home to make 
it fit," explained Kevin Henderson, Director of Infrastructure and Sustainable Development. 

He said it's a pretty inexpensive job comparatively. It might cost in the range of $300 - $500 to make a 
new home solar ready, but renovation on an existing home would likely be double that. 

City Hall has its own hot water solar panels on its roof, along with the fire hall and a few other city 
buildings in Dawson Creek. 

Henderson explains that the hot water tank still does its job, but these solar panels help reduce the energy 
needed in the tank. 

"You still have your hot water tank and you still use it - what this does is it preheats the water going into 
it, so your hot water tank, whether it's natural gas or electric, uses less energy to heat it up to temperature, so 
you're offsetting that a bit," said Henderson. "This just assists with it and helps it use less energy." 

As well, new "driver feedback" signs at each end of 17th Street are solar powered. That was an 
opportunity for the city to both deal with some complaints and try new technology. 

"We've had a lot of complaints over the last few years of people speeding as they come into town, so we 
felt that this would be a great way to try and educate people about how fast they're going and make them 
realize they're inside city limits," said Henderson. 

The panels are solar voltaic, meaning they can collect energy and power-up batteries in the case of dark 
days and night. 
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ENCANA EVENTS CENTRE 
Despite missing a few budgeted events, the EnCana Events Centre had a big year in 2010, which saw 

ticket sales from Alberta continue to increase. 
"Our ticket orders from Alberta keep increasing," said General Manager Ryan Maclvor to city council. 

"Our strategy is obviously to market to local, but also to bring in the out-of-town client to increase that 
economic development return." 

Though 2010 was the centre's third year in business, it still saw a number of firsts, notably the inaugural 
season of the Dawson Creek Rage and the first concert with pyrotechnics. 

The Events Centre budgeted for 72 events, but saw just 67 due to attendance and other issues that came 
up. Attendance in 2010 was just under 80,000 overall. More than a quarter of tickets sold were from Alberta, 
and that number is still rising. 

Top ticket orders, which don't completely match ticket sales, in B.C. were for Dawson Creek at 7,744 
tickets, Fort St. John for 6,836 and Chetwynd for 1,376. 

In Alberta, Grande Prairie accounted for 3,719 tickets, with Beaverlodge at 553 in second. Alberta ticket 
sales increased by six per cent from 2009. 

Gross ticket revenue in 2010 was $2,113,897. 
Prince George accounted for 88 ticket orders, which Maclvor said was showing how the EnCana Events 

Centre was becoming true to its goal of being a regional entertainment destination. 
(Continued on page 35) 
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FAIRSHARE 
"It's very evident about the impact the oil and gas activity has had on the region, and it's a great 

opportunity with FairShare to be recognized for the impact we have, on the provincial coffers," said Mayor 
Mike Bernier at a special Peace River Regional District (PRRD) meeting. 

The provincial government delivered $32.2 million to the Peace River Region through the latest 
installment of the FairShare Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to support economic development and 
address infrastructure priorities in B.C.'s Northeast. 

"When I talk to my friends down in Vancouver, they don't quite understand that when they flip on their 
lights or flip on their furnace, they have us to thank," continued Bernier. 

"It's a great opportunity for us to have that fund portion to come back to us - to be able to help our 
communities, and help our regional district, with the aging infrastructure or the wear and tear that happens in 
our region due to the activity." 

Initiated in 2005, the Provincial/Peace River MOU, also known as FairShare, provides at least $20 million 
annually to the PRRD, indexed to changes in the rural industrial assessment base. The funds act as "grants-in-
lieu" as Peace River communities cannot access what would ordinarily be their municipal industrial property 
taxes. The industrial tax base is located outside the boundaries of the region's municipalities, making 
conventional taxation practices impossible. 

The FairShare funds are divided among local governments within the PRRD through a formula 
determined by the region. With this new round of funding, the MOU has now delivered $184.2 million to 
communities and rural areas in the Northeast. 

South Peace MLA and Minister of Transportation Blair Lekstrom couldn't make the meeting, but he did 
provide the following statement in a release: 

"This funding is critical to the well-being of one of B.C.'s most isolated, sparsely populated regions - a 
region that is also rich in oil and gas resources that benefit the entire province. The annual FairShare grants-in-
lieu allow Peace communities to provide essential services to residents both in and outside of municipal 
boundaries. The payments also help these communities become more economically resilient and family-
friendly." 

The FairShare program provides northern and rural communities and parents the tools they need to grow 
and succeed. Annual payments are made directly to the PRRD no later than Apr. 30. The agreement is in 
effect until Mar. 31, 2020.  
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ENCANA EVENTS CENTRE 

One topic council asked Maclvor about was if the centre faced many security issues. Maclvor answered 
that like any alcohol-serving institution, problems can and do arise, but his staff tries their best to put 
measurements in place to minimize those issues and deal with them quickly. One of those measurements is 
simply raising the price of alcohol. 

"We have several steps in place from the price of liquor - we've increased the price of liquor to detour 
over-drinking, and also it helps the bottom line,” he said.   

As for the future, MacIvor is looking forward to more firsts for the EnCana Events Centre, such as the big 
curling and women’s hockey events coming later in the year and in 2012. 

KISS is bound to be one of, if not the, biggest events the entertainment centre ever hosts. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 
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CARBON NEUTRAL 
Dawson Creek is seeking to improve its status as a leader in sustainability by creating denser housing and 

providing more transportation options, all while keeping the decrease of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions a 
top priority. 

The city wants to be carbon neutral by next year and produce 33 per cent less GHGs by 2020 than it did in 
2007. 

Building houses closer together instead of in sprawling suburbs is one of the greatest contributors to 
community sustainability, said Director of Infrastructure and Sustainable Development Kevin Henderson 
during a presentation to City Council. 

By reducing the extent of "urban sprawl", the city hopes to reduce GHGs by increasing the number of 
people who walk, cycle and take the bus. 

"You don't want urban sprawl with all the expensive single-family dwellings in one area and all the 
apartments in another area, creating segregation," he said. "It's more about bringing those mixed-uses together. 

He said stores should be close to residential areas, so residents aren't forced to drive their cars every time 
they go shopping. 

People would also save money on gas by living within walking or biking distance of schools, daycares 
and recreation centres. 

Dawson Creek's bus service will improve as the city becomes more compact, said Director of Community 
Services Barry Reynard. 

"Transit is a bit of a challenge for our community. Our ridership isn't where we'd like it to be, but if we 
start moving in those directions, creating densification, transit becomes more and more viable," he said. 

He expects a more comprehensive transit system to be available as the city evolves. 
Dawson Creek residents should also expect to see more walking trails throughout the city to encourage 

people to exercise and leave their cars at home. 
"It's important to have transportation linkages, whether it's walking trails or potential bike corridors," 

Reynard said. 
But the city isn't only relying on compact housing and better transportation options to decrease GHGs in 

the area. 
Dawson Creek has already won 13 provincial and national awards for sustainability leadership between 

2005 and 2011. 
City developers are focusing on increasing the use of alternative energies, such as solar, wind and biomass 

to decrease the amount of GHGs produced. 
They have been working in collaboration with Northern Lights College since 2005 to create a training 

program for solar energy installers and wind turbine technicians. 
Reynard said the city needs to determine how the impacts from industry will affect the environment. 
"We want Dawson Creek to become home. We want this to be a great place to live. Fifty years from now, 

we don't want it to be just an average ghost town, a boom and bust town," he said. 
The city has submitted a permit application for a biomass burner to heat the EnCana Events Centre. 
The EnCana Events Centre is the largest building run by the city and produces the most GHGs, 

Henderson said. 
Not only is biomass a cleaner source of energy, it is also cheaper to use. 
The biomass project is expected to cost about $1.5 million to $2 million to complete. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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AIR QUALITY MONITORING 
Economic growth in the Northeast and Cariboo regions is looking to gain momentum, says a new report 

by the Chartered Accountants of B.C. 
The report, named the B.C. Check-Up, Regional Edition, indicates that as employment grew, the 

unemployment rate declined. Other indicators as well point to strong economic growth in the region in both 
the medium and long-term. 

"Overall, the numbers coming out of 2010 are conservative, but positive," said Ben Sander, CA, a partner 
with Sander Rose Bone Grindle LLP in Dawson Creek, in the report. "As capital invest-ment increases and the 
number of proposed projects for the region break ground, employment opportunities will continue to grow, 
and the unemployment rate will continue to decline." 

In 2010, the Northeast gained 1,200 jobs, according to the report. Those jobs were primarily in the service 
sector, with an overall 3.4 per cent increase in total employment. 

Finance, insurance and real estate industries showed the largest growth, increasing by 1,800 jobs. The 
trade sector reversed the slight downturn of 2009 and increased employment by 1,100 jobs, which the report 
attributes to a renewed customer demand for gas, lumber and coal. 

According to the report, the Northeast's unemployment rate declined 0.2 percentage points to reach 6.8 
per cent, putting it well below the provincial average of 7.6 per cent. Youth unemployment sits at eight per 
cent, which the report said fared well for young workers in the region's labour market, as that is the lowest rate 
in the province. 

In 2010, the value of capital investment proposed, underway, completed, or on hold increased from $14.7 
billion to $17.1 billion, wrote the report. Out of these, seven projects worth $1.59 billion were either underway 
or completed during the fourth quarter of 2010. 

The report said that exploring for, drilling and extracting natural gas continues to dominate the Northeast's 
economy, with corporations such as Encana and Apache investing in the development of shale gas deposits 
through the region. Forestry businesses showed a year of growth as well, with both Canfor and Tembec pulp 
mills near Chetwynd reopening in response to rising demand for their products. 

"The economic impact of the proposed projects in the Northeast is huge," continued Sander. "In the fourth 
quarter of 2010 alone, there were 31 proposed projects worth $15 billion, and gas exploration currently 
underway by major global companies account for over 800 lease approvals in the region. The economic and 
employment spin-offs of these developments will reverberate not only through the Northeast in the coming 
year, but the province as a whole." 
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Three projects in the Peace region will benefit from the provincial program Towns for Tomorrow. 
The Province announced funding for 47 projects in British Columbia.  The City of Dawson Creek will 

receive $372,773 to fund improvements to the sewage treatment plant blower building.  The Peace River 
Regional District will receive $375,000 for an energy efficiency assessment retrofit and Tumbler Ridge will 
get $320,000 for a permanent erosion control project. 

www.energeticcity.ca  

TOWNS FOR TOMORROW FUNDING 

http://www.energeticcity.ca
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The Dawson Creek Secondary School's hockey academy, planned to begin in September, is "a go" after 
42 kids signed up for the program. 

That number allows the school to run separate junior and senior classes: one for the students in Grades 
8-9 and the other for players in Grades 10-12. 

"That's pretty exciting. We have enough to go for two, and at this point we are looking at how we will 
staff that," said DCSS principal Keith Maurer, who was not the least bit surprised by the response. 

"We figured we would get a pretty solid response. There is lots of hockey in town. We have something 
that is really skills-based that will compliment what is going on with minor hockey." 

The concept was first announced in the fall when officials with the Pacific Rim Hockey Academy and 
School District 59 officials made contact and discussed the idea of setting up a program that would see 
students in Grades 8-12 train in on- and off-ice sessions during the school day. 

There were about 50 parents at an open house in mid January when officials from Pacific Rim Hockey 
Academy were in Dawson Creek to explain the program. Shortly after that, the school district began taking 
registrations. 

The course, approved by the education ministry, will see students receive on-ice and dryland training in 
75-minute sessions five days a week. They will concentrate on hockey skills, fitness, nutrition and other 
aspects related to the game. 

The program will take the place of the traditional physical education class for those students who enroll. 
The academy runs from September until January. Each class will have a student-instructor ratio of 5:1 or 
6:1. 

The program will cost each player about $224 a month and is open to anyone who wants to play 
hockey, male or female, skaters or goalies. 

The academy also runs similar programs at several schools in the Lower Mainland. 
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HOCKEY ACADEMY 

Action Health and Safety CEO Sandra Minifie helped Grade 5 and 6 students at Canalta Elementary 
School become CEOs and business people themselves during an entrepreneurship project at the school. 

A similar project in the Junior Achievement program has seen high school students sell food and services 
during class breaks, but this time a much-younger group of youth dived into the business world. 

Students were tasked with setting up their own teams involving bookkeepers, CEOs, marketers and every 
other aspect of a real business. Products officially went on sale Wednesday, and response within the school 
was huge. 

Minifie said the younger the better for teaching business. 
"I think it's important that we're forever teaching our kids about entrepreneurship, business, money, 

marketing, all these different avenues that are here, and this is the age to get in there - and maybe even 
younger than this." 

Teacher Erin McKee said the program, which in total will have lasted over a month, was a big success in 
teaching students all the steps involved in creating and running a business. 

"I can see some of these kids when they get a little older having their own businesses," he remarked. 
Grade 6 CEO Kady McPherson she learned a lot about how to deal with money and how to handle a 

group.  Grade 5 CEO Eryn Minifie, Sandra’s daughter, took a moment to reflect if she wanted to open a 
business when she's older.  "I don't know," she said. "I may just take over my mom's job!" 
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AME STUDENT WINS PROVINCIAL GOLD 

SIR KEN ROBINSON SPEAKS TO SD 59 

An Aircraft Maintenance Engineering (AME) student from Northern Lights College is the best in the 
province after capturing a gold medal at the Skills Canada BC championships. 

Andrew Lines emerged as the top competitor in the AME category of the provincial championship event 
held at the Tradex Centre in Abbotsford on April 22. Lines was one of six competitors in the AME division - 
three from NLC and three from the British Columbia Institute of Technology.  

Each competitor had six hours to complete a sheet metal project that included sheering, bending, drilling, 
riveting and installing a floating anchor nut.  

Lines qualified for the Canadian championships, set for Quebec City, June 1-4.  The national champion 
will be crowned based on abilities demonstrated in three sections of competition: 

• a Canadian Aviation regulations (CARs) exam. 
• a control rigging project; and 
• a sheet metal project. 
Financial supports for the costs of NLC AME students attending the provincials came from North Caribou 

Air/Bailey Helicopters. 
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"Education is the engine of innovation." 
Sir Ken Robinson, author, speaker and driver of education reform, gave that message to hundreds of 

teachers and students in Unchagah Hall. 
In a speech that ran half an hour past schedule, Robinson captured a deathly attentive audience with an 

inspiring and at times hilarious presentation surrounding his core message about innovation in education. 
He talked about the challenges humans face as a species - new challenges, such as climate change, for 

which people can't look back to history for the solutions. 
Robinson, author of Out of Our Minds and The Element, said humans massively underestimate their 

capabilities, and that they must take more into consideration the unique abilities in every student and every 
child. 

Then he looked to the education system and noted a North America-wide embarrassment in high school 
graduation rates.  

He said the problem is with the system, not the students. 
The core of Robinson's message was that education is personal.  
At the heart of it is a learner and a teacher. You can take away everything else and you still have 

education." 
Robinson emphasized that society and the education system must recognize that learning is personal. He 

said that education is not a machine and shouldn't be treated as such. Every student, every interest and every 
preferred way of learning is different. 

"I think what's wrong is we are confusing students with commodities and teachers with assembly lines," 
said Robinson. "Education is not inanimate; it's personal." 

Each child has different motivations and is interested in different things, he said. Creating a catch-all 
education system is simply not feasible.  
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NLC CONVOCATION 

Dawson Creek Secondary School students are practicing dancing, singing—and flying– for the musical 
theatre group’s year-end performance of Willy Wonka. 

The musical theatre class has recruited the Las Vegas group Flying by Foy to help set the stage, literally, 
for students to take to the air. 

Branch 141 of the Royal Legion just donated $1,000 to the class to help fund the Flying by Foy 
assistance. 

Director Debbie Longley, said that Flying by Foy installs the tracks and trains the students to fly. 
Longley added that this year's Willy Wonka show will really run the gamut in special effects, topped off 

by the flying students. 
She added that the musical theatre program at Dawson Creek Secondary School is different from most. 
"We do our musical theatre as a course," she explained. "Other schools do it like extra curriculum, but 

ours we actually run it with the kids getting credit, getting marked. It's a different way of doing musical theatre 
than you would see at most high schools." 
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WILLY WONKA PRESENTED BY THEATRE CLASS 

The accomplishments of more than 350 students at the Chetwynd, Dawson Creek and Tumbler Ridge 
campuses of Northern Lights College were recognized during Convocation ceremonies held in the gymnasium 
at the College's Dawson Creek Campus. 

Students in 38 different program areas offered at the three campuses were honoured through the conferral 
of certificates and diplomas. Credentials were presented by NLC president Laurie Rancourt.  

Four valedictorians - representing the three campuses - reflected on their time at NLC, and provided 
encouraging looks to the future for the graduating class. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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PRE-SCHOOL PLAYGROUND OPENED 
Several hardy people braved the blustery weather on June 7 to attend the grand unveiling of the first pre-

school playground at an elementary school in Dawson Creek. Representatives from School District 59, the 
City of Dawson Creek and Children First gathered to commemorate this occasion by removing a parachute 
covering so the 15 little ones in attendance could play on the new equipment. 

School District 59, the City of Dawson Creek and Children First were aware of the issues around early 
childhood vulnerabilities. They all supported the inclusion of an 18-month to five-year-old outdoor 
playground at Tremblay Elementary School. . 

School Community Connections was the perfect funding partner for school district and city hall to come 
together to make an application to build this new playground, said Gloria Cleve. Children First added value to 
the project by providing funds for two parent benches and a garbage container. 

The installation of this playground is designed to offer the community 24 hour a day, seven days a week, 
year-round access to physical play at an elementary school designed as an early learning hub in Dawson 
Creek. With this new piece of equipment the SD 59 Board of Trustees hopes that more families with children 
under five years old will include physical activity in their daily life planning and come into the school to take 
part in the early learning programs inside.  

Dawson Creek Daily News 

The local energy sector traded its drilling rigs for a few simpler tools last week to help build outdoor 
classrooms at a pair of area elementary schools. 

Ecole Frank Ross in Dawson Creek and Parkland Elementary School in Farrmington both received the 
new facilities as part of the Energy in Action program - a Canadian Association of Petroleum Producers 
(CAPP) initiative designed to teach children about the oil and gas industry and environmental stewardship 
with help from non-profit environmental education organization Inside Education. The Grade 4 and 5 students 
from those schools were joined by volunteers from energy companies working in the region and the 
maintenance crew from School District 59 to plant native trees and shrubs - including white and blue spruce, 
Schubert chokecherry, roses and cranberries - and construct bird boxes for their outdoor classrooms. 

"Essentially, what we do is work with the kids in the morning to explain to them the fundamentals of the 
oil and gas industry," explained Laura Perry, CAPP's Energy in Action Coordinator. 

"So, where oil comes from, how we get it out of the ground, the products that are produced using 
petroleum, the difference between renewable and non-renewable resources. And also the fact that oil and gas 
companies work really hard to reduce their environmental footprints in these developments, and what it means 
to he good stewards of their environment. And the transition into the afternoon is to show the kids what we 
mean about being good environmental stewards.*' 

CAPP asks its member companies with a presence in the project area to participate in the program. The 
companies that choose to do so provide the funding for the projects at a rate of $2,000 per company per project 
location. That funding also provides a collection of new environmentally themed books for the school 
libraries. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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CSI PROJECT 
For the last few months, students at Central Middle School (CMS) have been busy putting together their cases for the 

murderer among them. 
The project is a prime example of '21st century' learning, and it has involved almost every subject in the curriculum, as 

well as a number of people in the community helping out. 
A crime scene in the upper level of the library at CMS has had students fingerprinting, taking photographic evidence, 

researching, interviewing - even working out blood splatter information with math - to try to figure out who in the school is the 
perpetrator. 

"It really gets them active in their education," said teacher Kelly Mclntyre, who has led the project along with fellow 
teacher Kip Noble. 

Visiting the students to share some of the tools of their trade have been police officers, attorneys, councillors and other 
community members. 

Noble is especially proud of how this project has connected the students with their community. 
One recent visitor was South Peace MLA and Minister of Transportation Blair Lekstrom. 
“It was amazing,” were Lekstrom’s first words, following a student-guided tour of the crime scene and description of the 

project. 
“To see how the students are learning in this new model, I think it is far more applicable in what they’re going to do in 

their day-to-day lives once they leave school.” 
Lekstrom recalls his days in school, saying there was nothing wrong with that teaching method, but that it was a much 

less permeable situation. 
He went to math class, science class, then English class - rinse and repeat. 
He likes how these sorts of projects incorporate a variety of disciplines into one expansive program. 
"This is far more hands-on, where you're applying real-life skills and you're using all of your courses, but 

you're solving a problem, so I think it's far more engaging for the students," he said. 
"Speaking with young ladies this morning, they were just so excited about it. You could see the 

excitement in the class. They came to do the work versus going to a science class. They were going to a real-
life situation where they got to apply all their courses at the same time, so it teaches them interaction with each 
other as well." 

Lekstrom has followed the 21st Century movement closely in School District 59. He says the local school 
district is doing a good job in bringing this new learning style to the Peace Region. 

Noble said this idea brewed from a trip down to San Diego to see an innovative school doing similar 
student-driven projects. 

His and Mclntyre's students will be presenting their cases to the public at the library in CMS.  
Though students have been hard at work for a long time now, Mclntyre said she's not positive anyone has 

nailed the case yet. Of course, she won't tell who the murderer is until after the exhibition night. 
"I don't know if they're really close to solving it," she said. "I think they have presented a good case. Now 

whether it's the right suspect or not, we don't know. We're not going to tell the kids who the actual murderer 
was until after exhibition night, because we want them to feel confident in presenting their case to the public." 

The central question at the heart of this project concerns technology and the judicial system, how the two 
intermingle and how shows like CSI have impacted public perception of the judicial system. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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ROLLOVER SIMULATOR 
High school students in Dawson Creek now know exactly what will happen to their fragile, rag doll 

bodies should they find themselves in a vehicle rollover. 
The Dawson Creek RCMP brought a unique rollover simulator to the South Peace campus of Dawson 

Creek Secondary School. 
Students watched, some with smiles and some with hidden horror, as the vehicle spun in the air and its 

occupants, a family of dummies, tumbled about inside. 
If the dummies hadn't buckled up, they were due for an ejection through one of the windows, which 

usually was a prolonged exit as legs, arms and heads smashed against the ground and the side of the car. 
"Basically what the simulator does is it simulates a vehicle that would be travelling at 50 km/h leaving the 

roadway and entering into a single vehicle rollover collision," explained Constable Ambie Verbruggen, who 
was demonstrating the simulator to students. 

Dummies went through a variety of circumstances, from all being buckled in with the windows up to none 
being buckled in withtthe windows down.  

Verbruggen explained that normally rollovers are caused when the vehicle hits a point at which its tires 
can't compensate for the speed or force of the vehicle. Often this happens when people take corners too 
sharply. 

"They'll lock into a skid and the tires can't compensate for the force that's coming from the vehicle or how 
quickly the vehicle is going, so the vehicle will end up in a rollover off of the corner and down the 
embankment." 

Lifted trucks are all the rage in the North, and Verbruggen advised just to make sure people under-stand 
they can be quite top heavy. 

"You have to anticipate for what your vehicle's built for, what your tires and your suspension and 
everything else in the vehicle can handle," she said. "When you're lifting a vehicle with an after-market lift kit, 
you have to ensure that you're using the proper tires, that they're properly installed and you have the proper 
stability in the vehicle as well."  

Vebruggen explained that teaching driver safety certainly isn’t an age-specific concern, but that targeting 
the youth is beneficial because then they can have good safety practices ingrained in them before learning bad 
habits. 

“Driving is new to them,” she said.  “It’s a novelty; it’s fun.  They get out there and test their boundaries, 
and we just want them to keep in mind that it is a 6,000-pound weapon and if they’re travelling at high speeds 
it can be very, very dangerous for themselves and for other people on the road.” 

Along with the rollover simulator, students were checking out a virtual driving machine that simulated 
weather effects and varying levels of impaired driving. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

AME STUDENT WINS NATIONAL SILVER 
Aircraft Maintenance Engineering (AME) student Andrew Lines just took home a silver medal from the 

Canadian National Skills Championships. 
The event was held in Quebec — and this was the first time Northern Lights College (NLC) even had a 

student at the event. 
Lines achieved a gold medal in the provincial skills championships in the AME division, which set him 

up to appear on the national level. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 
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CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE FOR CLEAN ENERGY TECHNOLOGIES 
While rainy weather put a bit of a damper on "Solar Days" in Dawson Creek on June 24, the event was 

still a chance for Northern Lights College to showcase itself as the Centre of Excellence for Clean Energy 
Technologies. 

The college's new Energy House building will not officially open until later this year, but clean energy 
program coordinator Bob Haugen facilitated tours of the building for those gathered that afternoon. Haugen 
said not only is Energy House a model of efficiency in its design, but it will also train the next generation of 
engineers and technicians in clean energy technologies. 

"With this building, we have the best training centre probably in North America, but definitely in 
Canada," he said. "It's a wonderful advantage for Dawson Creek and for Northern Lights College." 

The building was designed by McFarland Marceau Architects Ltd. to be LEED (Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design) Platinum Certified, the highest level of certification. For example, the design 
maximizes locally-sourced wood while minimizing environmentally-harmful synthetic materials. The design 
also maximizes passive solar heat in the winter and shades the building from the sun in the summer to keep the 
building cool. 

The building will be powered by solar photovoltaic system that will allow excess electricity to be stored 
in batteries, or to be returned to the power grid, allowing the college to be credited for those savings. A 540-
kilowatt biomass burner - which runs on wood pellets sourced from pine beetle-killed wood from Prince 
George - not only heats Energy House but the main campus building as well. 

The building will also be heated and cooled with the assistance of a geo-exchange system, which basically 
allows heat generated deep underground to transfer back and forth between the building. 

An air exchange system ensures a continued flow of fresh air in the building while also reclaiming heat 
from the exhaust air. Energy House is also designed to collect any snowmelt or rainwater from the roof, and 
any drain water from sinks, and recycle it to be used in the washroom toilets. Any excess water is pumped out 
into a pond outside, and Haugen said he is eager to see if any wildlife will take to the pond. 

Inside the classrooms on the second level of the building, the energy-efficient, environmentally-friendly 
design continues, with countertops, walls and ceilings finished with locally-sourced wood, and low-voltage 
fluorescent lights. The classrooms are where lectures will take place, but Haugen said the whole building is 
available for hands-on learning. 

"Energy House is designed as a living lab, so all the systems in Energy House will be available for our 
students to work on," he said. 

The college has been, for the last four years, the sole provider of solar hot water/solar thermal certification 
in British Columbia through the Canadian Solar Industries Association. The College offers about 20 distance-
learning classes throughout the province every year that are centered at the Dawson Creek campus. 

He added the college plans to offer solar photovoltaic and geothermal/geoexchange programs beginning 
in the fall. In the fall of 2012, he said they hope to be able to offer a five-month renewable energy certificate 
course, which will include eight separate courses with eight separate certifications. 

The college's wind turbine maintenance technician program saw its first 15 graduates in February. Haugen 
said those students come out of the program with their first-year electrical and first-year millwright 
certification, as well as internationally-recognized wind turbine maintenance certification that enables them to 
work anywhere in the world. He said right now those students would likely look for work in the United States 
and Europe, but with several wind farm projects proposed in the Peace region, he expects students will find 
work locally in the future. 

The college plans to erect a training tower at the campus later this year, and a larger, functioning wind 
turbine at the college's demonstration farm just outside of the city that would generate electricity and also be a 
demonstration project for wood' built towers. 

Northeast News 
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GAMING GRANTS 
An additional $15 million in gaming grants from the province has been distributed across B.C. to 

community organizations bringing the provincial 2011 grant total to $135 million. 
Dawson Creek saw more than $87,000 this round Just over $65,000 was granted in March. 
Beneficiaries include several local schools, community service groups such as Rotary and Kiwanis, 

community educational organizations, arts groups and other non-profit organizations. 
 
Gaming Grants to Date: 
y Canalta Elementary School PAC, $1,230 
y Central Middle School PAC, $2,510 
y Crescent Park Parent Activities, $1,185 
y Devereaux Elementary School PAC, $335 
y Ecole Frank Ross Elementary PAC, $2,300 
y Kiwanis Arts Centre Society, $10,000 
y Knights Of Columbus No. 4680, $11,250 
y Nawican Friendship Centre, $35,000 
y Notre Dame School Parent Support Group, $865 
y Order of The Royal Purple No. 85, $6,000 
y Parkhill Elementary PAC, $385 
y Ron Pettigrew Christian School Parent Group, $425 
y South Peace Child Development Society, $25,000 
y South Peace Community Arts Council, $1,500 
y South Peace Community Resources Society, $35,050 
y South Peace Hospice Palliative Care Society, $1,750 
y South Peace Senior Secondary School PAC, $3,480 
y Step Up 'N' Ride Society, $13,750 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

The next time the organizers plan a Zumba-thon in Dawson Creek, they will probably have to look for a 
bigger venue. 

As it was, the Canalta Elementary School gym was almost too small for the close to 150 people who 
showed up Sunday to dance away five hours and raise $1,570 for cancer research. 

But since it was the first-ever Zumba-thon in Dawson Creek, organizers weren't sure how many people 
would show up. 

Needless to say, they were pleasantly surprised by the response. 
Zumba is a Latin-inspired dance fitness class.  
Participants of all ages and fitness levels danced for the entire five hours the event was on.  It was mostly 

women and girls who filled the elementary school gym, but there were several males in the crowd as well. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 
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DC HOSPITAL RECEIVES DONATION 
The Salvation Army Kings Kids Black Light Group had a surprisingly successful night at its benefit 

concert at Sudeten Hall. 
What they thought would be a small crowd of family and friends, turned into a standing room only hot 

ticket night that raised more than $4,000 for the maternity ward and nursery unit renovations at the Dawson 
Creek and District Hospital (DCDH). 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

COPS FOR CANCER RIDE 
Gearing up for the annual Cops for Cancer bike ride across northern BC, Const. Rachel Geense is already 

planning fundraising events to surpass last year’s $7,600 that sent a Dawson Creek family to Camp 
Goodtimes, a camp for children with cancer. 

This year Geense is aiming to raise at least $15,000, but she admitted she hopes for even more. 
“I’m hoping it will come out at $15,000, but my personal goal is $25,000.  If that means going, in the last 

week, and bugging everybody that I know in Dawson, phoning all my relatives in Ontario.  Whatever we’ve 
got to do.” 

Geense is revved up to raise more money by putting the fun in fundraising.  First up is a dunk-a-cop dunk 
tank and barbeque slated for July 9 at the Canadian Tire parking lot. 

On July 20, Dawson Creek will see its first Jail & Bail event at the Lakeview Credit Union parking lot. 
With a late start last year, Geense said she didn’t get around to approaching local businesses for support, 

but she hopes to change that this year with the Jail & Bail event. 
Other fundraisers include a 50-50 draw with tickets available at local sponsors, and the sale of Cops for 

Cancer teddy bears with the Tour de North bandana and bead necklace available at the Lakeview Credit 
Union. 

Geense will also be making an appearance on a float during the Fall Fair Parade in August.  Her bike will 
be strapped down and she’ll be biking on the spot atop a float. 

Geense hopes that the community will once again come out and support her in raising money for pediatric 
cancer research. 

There are four Cops for Cancer tours in BC Tour de North, the largest and newest tour, is in its 10th year.  
Geense explained that because the Peace Region raised the most money on the Tour de North last year, the 
route has been changed so that riders will travel through Fort St John and Dawson Creek. 

Tour de North leaves Fort St John on September 9, riding to Dawson Creek. 
From there the crew will ride to Chetwynd, then to Azouetta (Powder King), Azouetta to Mackenzie, 

Mackenzie to Prince George, Prince George to Quesnel and Quesnel to Williams Lake. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 
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DC HOSPITAL RECEIVES MODERNIZATION 
Community effort, contributions and capital allocation funding have put $759,500 of work into 

modernizing the Dawson Creek & District Hospital. 
"You know, so much work has gone on in our hospital, and we often hear people wondering what's going 

on," reflected South Peace MLA Blair Lekstrom after touring the hospital's new-and-improved halls and 
rooms. 

Northern Health provided a series of one-time funding donations for different projects in the hospital, 
including newly painted hallways and new directional signage. Northern Health allocated capital funds for 
Vocera internal communication system to improve communication and access between staff and physicians. 
That system cost $200,000. 

As well, two other capital fund projects from Northern Health improved meeting and training space 
technology and front door replacement to improve security, functionality during extreme weather and heating. 

Lekstrom congratulated the entire South Peace community for the hospital's improvements. He also noted 
that people need to keep in mind the tough job healthcare workers do. 

Karen Davis, Health Services Administrator with Northern Health Authority, said the hospital was due for 
a good "spring cleaning," and that it had been about 17 years since it's seen such a large-scale improvement. 

Funds from Northern Health, the Dawson Creek& District Hospital Foundation and the Dawson Creek & 
District hospital operating fund helped create residential sleep rooms for medical students and visiting nurses. 

The Dawson Creek & District Hospital Foundation spent $49,000 painting the Medical, Surgical, 
Maternity halls and patient rooms and implementing new handrails and bed protectors. 

BC Hydro and the public sector energy conservation sector funded improved LED and incandescent 
lighting in public areas, upgraded heating and building automation systems and kitchen on-demand ventilation 
energy reduction. 

BC Hydro also funded new energy-efficient and temperature-moderating windows and blinds in all 
inpatient rooms. 

"In an old building, we can't necessarily change walls because of the way they were built, and to try to get 
a ventilation system in here the best way we could do that is trying to control the heat coming into the building 
and going out of the building," explained Davis. "By having these blinds and new windows, we've really made 
a big change." 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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The South Peace Seniors' Access Services Society hosts their second annual seniors' conference on May 
14 and the focus will be on health and wellness issues. 

Margaret Sutton, a director with the non-profit society, said last year's event was very well received and 
it's due to all the positive feedback that they will host the conference again this year. She said the conference 
will include a lot of valuable information on "how to live as long, healthy and productive a life as possible," 
and is open to anybody who is interested. 

"You don't have to be a senior to come 
to this conference," said Sutton. "It's 
focused on seniors, but anybody is 
welcomed to come if they want to."  

Highly-acclaimed keynote speaker 
Gary Anaka will give a presentation 
entitled, "Brain Wellness: The Secrets of 
Longevity." With over 30 years of teaching 
experience, Anaka has been a certified 
facilitator of "brain-based learning" since 
1997, receiving ongoing training from the 
Jensen Learning Corporation in the new 
field of Applied Educational Neuroscience. 

"He's interactive - I'm told he keeps 
people moving and it's an enjoyable time," 
said Sutton on the presentation. 

Local fitness instructor Bev McCallum 
will facilitate a session on osteoarthritis 
that will include some exercises to combat 
the joint disease. 

"She's actually going to use a length of 
rubber called a theraband ...and do 
exercises with those," explained Sutton, 
adding that South Peace Chiropractic has 
generously donated therabands for 
conference participants to use and take 
home with them. 

There will be a video presentation 
featuring "Mrs. Pudding," who teaches on 
care and management of diabetes in a very 
humorous way. 

The event will also include a trade 
show with products for sale and free 
information packages available, as well as 
a presentation by the Northern 
Environmental Action Team. 

Northeast News 
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U18 INTERNATIONAL CURLING CHAMPIONS 

Recreation & Leisure 

A trio of young rock-hurlers from Dawson Creek, along with their teammate from Alberta, are on top of 
the curling world after winning a major international tournament. 

Lead Sanjay Bowry, second Tristan Steinke, and third Jason Ginter from Dawson Creek, and skip Daylan 
Vavrek from Sexsmith, under the guidance of coaches Jeff Ginter and Don Bourassa, captured gold at the 
Optimist International Under-18 Curling Championships held in Toronto from March 31 to April 4. The team 
won the right to represent Alberta in the international tournament after winning the Provincial Juvenile 
Curling Championship in March. 

The team competed against provincial champions from across Canada, as well as a team from Japan and 
one from the United States, in the tournament. They had four wins and one loss in the round-robin portion of 
the tournament to finish at the top of their pool and advance to the semifinals, where they defeated a team 
from Washington.  The final game was against the strong Ontario team.  Steinke said they fell behind 4-2 in 
the sixth end and blanked the seventh to go into the final end behind two points. He said the team never got 
down on themselves, believing if they could just get two points they could force an extra end, but they didn't 
need to as they pulled off another five-ender to win the game. 

The trio of Steinke, Ginter and Bowry - along with their schoolmate from South Peace Secondary School, 
Brad Skytte - also won the B.C. High School Provincial Curling Championships in Richmond in early March. 
Not only did the team go undefeated in that tournament, but the other teams voted them as most sportsmanlike 
team. Steinke said they were stunned to win that award, and he thinks it's indicative of the courteous and 
respectful way they play the game. 

Northeast News 

Although the 2012 Under-18 women's championship is still over a year away, local preparations are well 
underway as Dawson Creek gets ready to host the national event and watch the future stars of women's 
hockey. 

In November 2009, Hockey Canada announced that Saguenay (Que.) and Dawson Creek have been 
awarded the 2011 and 2012 national U-18 championships respectively. 

Since then the city has been busy planning for the Nov. 7-11 competition that’s expected to attract seven 
provincial teams and one regional team over the course of the five-day competition. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

WOMEN’S U18 CHAMPIONSHIP 

TRADE SHOW 
The Kiwanis Trade Show proved to be the biggest in Dawson Creek history, ushering in over 13,000 

people to buy products and take part in the festivities. 
Exactly 13,222 were ticketed through the Memorial Arena doors, but that number doesn't include 

children. Organizer Kristina Van De Walle said most years range between 10,500 and 12,500. 
All the money from the show goes to Kiwanis projects around the city. Van De Walle said she was 

particularly proud of the family friendly atmosphere, with numerous stations for children to enjoy themselves 
such as the climbing wall. 

She particularly wanted to thank the over 400 volunteers who helped run the show and the generous 
sporsors. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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From an ice rink to a rodeo arena. 
For two days the staff at the EnCana Events Centre have been converting the venue, which normally sees 

hockey teams practicing and playing or rock and country singers belting out the tunes, into a rodeo arena that 
will host the annual Spring Break-up Bullriding event. 

When all is done, there will be a dirt floor where the ice surface was, fences will surround the exterior and 
chutes and pens will have been installed to contain the raging bulls. 

All that work will make a concert set-up feel like a cakewalk. 
"Normally concert set-ups are up in under eight hours and down in about six hours," explained EnCana 

Events Centre assistant general manager Andrew Nash. 
It's no small feat hosting a bullriding event, and sometimes crews must work around the clock when 

events are scheduled close together. 
The Centre's crews started to prepare for Saturday's bullriding event by laying 560 pieces of customized 

ice deck. Over that went 17,000 square feet of poly-sheeting. Then the workers laid down 500 sheets of 
plywood, weighing approximately 25 pounds each After all that, a big-bucket loader brought in 400 yards of 
dirt over a six-hour period.  

Finally, the surrounding fencing, chutes and pens were installed before some of the rankest bulls in 
Canada are brought in for their eight seconds of work. 

Right after the contest wraps up and the winning bullrider receives what is expected to be a top prize 
between $5,000 and $6,000, the crews will be back at it and prepare the venue for the mixed martial arts fights 
in a week's time. 

However, even after the dirt has been taken out, the pens and fencing removed and the venue returned to 
use as a hockey rink, there will still be some work to do. 

"You are cleaning dirt for about a month everywhere - in all the air ducts and ceilings and the seats. The 
dust settles," said Nash. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

SETTING UP FOR BULL RIDING 

Recreation & Leisure 

Coach Scott Robinson continues his crusade, spreading the word that life is good in Dawson Creek and 
playing junior hockey for the Rage in the Mile Zero City is even better. 

The latest stop on Robinson's mission as he tries to attract players looking for a solid stepping-stone to 
move on to col-lege hockey was Kelowna where the Rage held a three-day camp over the Easter weekend. 

About 90 players turned out for the lat-est camp in the Okanagan. That's much better than the 50 who 
showed up for a camp in Abbotsford last year and margin-ally better than the 80 who were at the Dawson 
Creek camp last May just months before the Rage's main camp in August. 

The Rage compiled an extensive mail-ing list and sent invitations to those play-ers they wanted to attend 
this past weekend's camp. In those letters, the pro-spective players were given extensive information about the 
team, the program and the American-based North American Hockey League, pointed out Robinson, who is 
always looking to raise awareness of his club in Alberta and B.C. hockey circles. 

The Rage will hold a Dawson Creek camp Friday, May 20 - Sunday, May 22 at the EnCana Events 
Centre. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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The City of Dawson Creek is encouraging everyone to get a passport and have it stamped five times in a 
10-day period. 

No, the city isn't suggesting people take a whirlwind trip somewhere; instead the city's parks and 
recreation department is urging people to stay right here in town but get active. 

Over a 10-day period from May 1 to the 10th, the city will be involved in its "Move for Health" program 
that encourages residents to use its facilities, get five stamps on a passport "issued" by the city for the program 
and then on the 10th enjoy a free swim or skate. 

"It's a passport program," explained City of Dawson Creek recreation programmer Erin Oliver. 
City organizers are asking Move for Health Day participants to do half an hour of exercise for every 

stamp between May 1 and May 10 at one of the city's facilities. 
Those facilities include the walking track at the EnCana Events Centre, the pool at the Kenn Borek 

Aquatic Centre, the outdoor trails and parks, the tennis court, the sports fields, rinks, the outdoor exercise park 
and the climbing wall. 

The program is open to anyone, but the city is particularly encouraging 13- to 19-year-olds to take part. 
Schools can participate, but the exercise time can't be part of a gym class. 

Some of the passports will be distributed to school children, but a passport can also be picked up at city 
hall's parks and rec department or the Kenn Borek Aquatic Centre. 

The completed passports will also be collect by pool staff and put in a draw for a prize. 
The Move for Health program first caught on in 2002 as an international event created by the World 

Health Organization and meant to promote physical activity. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 

MOVE FOR HEALTH 

Recreation & Leisure 

The Dawson Creek Horse Club (DCHC) is a treasure in northern B.C. that produces skilled riders of all 
ages, say its members, but also faces challenges common to many northern organizations. 

"We have really good riders. I think our skill level up here probably compares to anywhere. Our riders are 
really good and so are our horses, and I think people are surprised because they think; we live way north," 
explained local instructor Tara Norman. 

"Even the instructors who come say they can do more work with our group of riders than they can with 
the Vancouver groups." 

The 40-60 members regularly take part in the many clinics the club puts on every year, share information, 
ride local trails and attend horse shows in the area and elsewhere. 

Some riders, like Haley Fellows, compete in the famed Spruce Meadows venue, while others attend 
mostly local shows such as the Wild and Lawless show slated for Dawson Creek July 1-3. 

Bringing in top-notch instructors is key to producing skilled riders, say horse club members. Some 
instructors are the best in their field. For example, Robin Hahn, a former Olympian, often visits Dawson Creek 
to instruct jumping clinics.  

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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HIGH SCHOOL RODEO 

GARDEN TOUR & TEA 

Early in the spring season, the B.C. High School Rodeo Association stops in Dawson Creek for one of the 
most popular events on the northern rodeo circuit. 

The three-day event will include high school and middle school competitors from throughout northern 
B.C., including the Peace Country and Prince George area, competing in timed and rough stock events. 

Most of the cowboys and cowgirls compete in team roping, pole bending, goat tying, cutting, calf roping, 
breakaway roping and barrel racing. 

A handful takes part in the rough stock events (bareback, saddle bronc, bull riding) and steer wrestling. 
Many of the local competitors who will be riding and roping this weekend are from Dawson Creek, Fort 

St. John, Hudson's Hope, Chetwynd and Pouce Coupe. 
The association is divided into northern and southern divisions to lighten the travel load on the 

competitors. 
The top 12 season leaders in each division qualify for the BC Finals. 
The competitors are awarded points based on their standings in the regular season and take those points 

into the championship. 
At the three-day championship, the top 10 placing competitors in each go-round in each event are 

awarded between 30 and three points based on his or her standings. The top cowboys and cowgirls in each 
event also pick up between 40 and four points based on their averages. 

The top four and top five contenders in each event at the B.C. finals are eligible for the National High 
School Rodeo Finals in Gillette, Wyoming and Canadian High School Rodeo Finals in Virden, Manitoba, 
respectively, later in the summer. 

Those who finish fifth to 10th at the B.C. High School Finals are eligible for the Silver State International 
Rodeo at Winnemuca, Nevada.  
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Although spring has only barely hit, the 
Dawson Creek Horticultural Society is looking for 
the best gardens in the area for its Annual Garden 
Tour and Tea. 

"If people have a really spectacular garden, 
they could give us a call and we could come out and 
talk to them," said Barbara Carlson, president of the 
society. 

She realizes it's quite early now, but she wanted 
to get the word out. 

Each year, the garden tour sees 10 to 12 
gardens in and out of town. Common themes in the 
best gardens are being neat and tidy, well-planned 
out and featuring interesting aspects such as 
fountains or unique vegetable areas. 

"We've had people who had water fountains in 
their yard surrounded by rocks and all that," 
recalled Carlson. "It's more than the gardens, but the 
design of the yards that can be quite spectacular." 
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CHUCKWAGON RACING 
The Western Chuckwagons are coming back to 

Dawson Creek for another June race at the local 
track, as the organization tries to establish a spring 
tradition of chuckwagon racing in the city. 

The Western Chuckwagon Association's 
(WCA) wagons race every year al the Dawson 
Creek Fall Fair, but last year the organization also 
added another Dawson Creek stop on its eight-
venue Peace Country circuit. 

Twenty-four rigs competed in those first 
Dawson Creek races in early June last year. 

This year, organizers expect 24 outfits to be 
back June 2- 5 on the local track at the fairgrounds 
as the WCA builds what it hopes is an annual, well-
attended tradition. 

There will be six wagon heats every night as 
well as some chariot races, expects WCA president 
and driver Dean Dreger.. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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DES KENNEDY SPEAKS AT LIBRARY 
Just in time to inspire green thumbs for spring, horticulturalist, author, writer and TV personality Des 

Kennedy presented a display of English gardens to a full audience at the Dawson Creek library May 14. 
"He's very popular with people in this area," commented librarian Jenny Snyder afterwards, adding that 

this was his third visit to Dawson Creek in the last eight years. 
"He's very funny when he does his slide presentation. He's very humorous, which makes people relaxed, 

and they can have a laugh and then they feel comfortable asking him questions after he's finished his 
presentation." 

Kennedy spent an hour and twenty minutes showing off some of his favourite English gardens. 
As with all his visits to Dawson Creek, Kennedy was popular among the locals. Almost every one of the 

90 or so people who attended stayed for the whole show. Afterwards, they had dessert and coffee while asking 
Kennedy more questions and buying copies of his books. 

"As people were leaving they thanked us and said as usual he was very entertaining and they had won-
derful afternoon and they hoped we'd bring him back again some other time," said Snyder  

Dawson Creek Daily News 

DAWSON CREEK RAGE 
Last year's members of the Dawson Creek Rage had better work hard over the summer if they plan on 

keeping their spots on the Jr. A team this fall. 
At this weekend's northern spring training camp at the EnCana Events Centre, the Rage's coaching staff 

had an opportunity to evaluate about 60 players - some who won't be ready to play for the club for another 
year and others who are close to stepping into the line-up in the 2011-12 North American Hockey League 
season. But judging from a few of the players out for the camp, there could be some close races for jobs with 
the local hockey club come the fall. 

The 60 kids, who showed up for the three-day Friday-Sunday camp, played on four teams and 
scrimmaged a couple of times a day before things wrapped up late Sunday morning. 

Most of the players were from northern Alberta and B.C., a few came from Calgary and Edmonton and a 
handful of unknowns arrived, from small communities and impressed the coaching staff, 

"That is why you have these camps. They [unknown players] showed pretty well, so we are happy to have 
those guys," explained Coach Scott Robinson. 

This was the second of two spring camps held by the Rage. The team was also in Kelowna about a month 
ago for another camp that allowed Robinson to evaluate some of the southern prospects, 

The club’s main training camp starts Aug. 22 in Dawson Creek. 
Between now and then the coaching staff will continue to scout players, attract promising recruits to the 

team and stay in touch with the current members of the club. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 
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FALL FAIR 

DC RAGE TAKE ON HOCKEY SCHOOL 

Sponsorship for this year's Fall Fair is at the two-thirds mark. 
"Right now it's looking really good," said Connie Patterson, President of the Dawson Creek Exhibition 

Association. 
"Our sponsors are coming in really well. We're right around the $200,000 mark for our sponsors, which is 

getting us close to the sponsorship goal that we need. We're sure that we'll reach our goal again. We're sure 
we're going to sell out again." 

Right now, workers have just finished the heavy horse barn and are putting in another 15 stalls for heavy 
horses. In the grandstand, she's working on getting reserve seating, which she says has long been a big deal to 
Dawson Creekers who want a committed seat for the entirety of the show. 

"Everyone's always after us about reserve seating because they want to be able to have that seat all 
weekend, so we're going to take two sections," she said. "That's a first for us. If things work well for us we're 
going to add another 20 to 30 feet on the end of the beer garden dance floor."  

Patterson said her organization is busy working toward the 90th anniversary mark, which is going to be a 
huge celebration involving old rodeo events that took place 90 years ago, including packhorse racing, hide 
racing and even wild cow milking. 

Right now, she’s working to build new light horse barns, and the grandstand roof remains a big issue for 
her organization. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

Billed as "a school your kids will be begging you to send them to", the Dawson Creek Rage will be 
offering a hockey school in late August just weeks before the young players and their North American Hockey 
League idols step on the ice to start their respective seasons. 

The Rage's school takes the place of the traditional late-August hockey school offered by the Dawson 
Creek Minor Hockey Association. 

Players, from six to mid-teens, will be divided into groups depending on their ages. 
Each player is guaranteed two ice sessions and one-dryland session a day during the five-day camp. 
The on-ice instruction will focus on power skating, passing and shooting, puck control, checking 

instruction, tactics, game play and forward and defense specialty sessions. 
The dryland training will include speed and balance drills, core training, relays, stretching, nutrition and 

hydration instruction and rest and preparation tips. 
For the minor hockey players, it's a chance to tune up before their house or rep seasons begin. For the 

Rage, it's another chance to make some connections with young fans in the community, much like they did 
this year when the team visited various schools in the district. 

"It is a good way for us to get our guys into town and get in touch with the youngsters of the area, so we 
hope that is a big success," said Rage coach Scott Robinson. 

"That is a huge part of what we are trying to do. We did a lot of things with the schools around the area 
this year and that will continue." 

The hockey school's fees also include a lunch each day and a Rage sweater. 
The Jr. A team also has plans for a "mini-Rage" program that would see the minor hockey players attend 

one or two weekly on-ice sessions and receive instructions over the winter from the players and coaches of the 
Jr. A hockey team. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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WILD & LAWLESS HORSE SHOW 
With a past history of attracting riders from ages three to over 65 and from around B.C. and into Alberta, 

the Wild and Lawless Horse Show organizers say they have something for everyone with a love of horses. 
The show, planned for the Lakota Agriplex, caters to all skill levels, ages and disciplines for three days in 

early July (Jul. 1-3), when riders and spectators converge on the city for reining, freestyle, Western, 
gymkhana, English and jumping performances. 

"Each and every rider is an important part of the success of our show," explained Lynne May, the 
Secretary-Treasurer of the Peace Country Horse and Rider Association. 

There are 104 classes this year as the organizers work at surpassing the 115 horse and riders who entered 
in 80 classes in the 2010 show. 

That means there are classes for tykes who are just getting comfortable on a horse right up to competitors 
who are looking to qualify for the 2012 B.C. Summer Games. 

"Our age classification includes lead line [typically riders unable to ride by themselves, usually Little 
Dudes with an adult handler], Junior C ages 8 and under, Junior B ages 9-13, Junior C ages 14 to 18, Senior 
ages 19 and Up, and Jack Benny ages 39 and over." 

"We provide classes with walk/trot for the nervous novice riders. We have classes for Beginner Horse and 
Green as Grass riders. We focus on our youth with the four age divisions, thereby providing a venue of 
success for these young riders. We try to provide an outlet for our accomplished riders to qualify within the 
provincial equestrian community (B.C. Summer Games)." 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

SKI HILLS BUYS LIFT 
The Bear Mountain Ski Hill has bought a new lift for the hill just south of Dawson Creek. 
Now the board of the Dawson Creek Ski and Recreation Association (DCSRA), which operates the 

downhill ski facility, will be blanketing the community as it works at raising about $270,000 to cover the 
remaining costs of the new system. 

Initially, the association was fundraising to raise $1.38 million for a new lift to replace the old one that is 
well past its expected lift span. 

However, the association has found a much-less-expensive second-hand lift at Jasper's Marmot Basin that 
DCSRA president Paul Gevatkoff is confident will serve Bear Mountain for many years to come. 

Bear Mountain's purchase and installation of the system will cost $498,000 plus tax. The association has 
$255,920 and must raise another $301,840 to complete the project.  

The lift will be installed by Summit Lift Company and operational for the 2012-13 season. 
The system was on the higher levels of Marmot Basin, so was not as well used as some of the lifts farther 

down the mountain, pointed out Gevatkoff. 
As well, there are safety and maintenance features on the new lift that make the current lift look like a 

museum piece. 
This project has been divided into two phases.  The first will take place this year and the second will wrap 

up in 2012. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 
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KIDS CAMPS 

DUCKS UNLIMITED 

The City of Dawson Creek's Community 
Services Department is going with some tried and 
tested sports camps this summer, but also offering 
some other week-long camps that are completely 
new. 

The summer is jam-packed with a camp most 
every week including those that feature traditional 
sports such as soccer, basketball, volleyball and 
golf. But there are also camps for the athlete who 
does non-traditional sports, such as rock climbing 
and BMX biking. As well, in response to 
comments and suggestions from parents, the city is 
also offering a unique girls' camp this summer and 
continuing with the Week on the Creek nature 
camp. 

The summer sports camps kick off with a 
swim/climb camp at the Kenn Borek Aquatic 
Centre Jul. 4-8. The Week on the Creek is offered 
by the watershed society and the city. A basketball camp, run by high school basketball coach Richard 
Payne and summer camp coordinator Nikki Sander is next.  The popular UVic soccer camp will take place 
again this summer.  Members of the university team’s coaching staff and players will visit  for the 4-day 
camp. 

This year the city is offering a unique girls’ camp that will include activities such as scrapbooking, 
swimming, painting and braiding, nail-painting and cupcake decorating. 

The extreme sports camp features skateboarding, BMX biking, archery and swimming. 
A golf camp will feature golf at Farmington Fairways for part of the day and some hockey ice time at a 

local arena. 
The summer wraps up with a volleyball camp.  The organizers are bringing up an instructor from 

Thompson Rivers University. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 

A tract of farmland north of Dawson Creek has literally gone to the birds. 
That is just what Ducks Unlimited had in mind when they purchased the Hartnell Marshes thirty 

kilometers north of Dawson Creek in the Doe River area. Historically a wetland habitat, the land had been 
used for agriculture by the previous owners, who made considerable effort to drain the parcel. Ducks 
Unlimited is hoping that their project to restore the site to a wetland habitat will encourage the return of 
breeding ducks, geese and swans, as well as other wildlife. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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Rock 'n' roll fans in Dawson Creek are in for a once-in-a-lifetime treat when the legendary band KISS 
plays at the EnCana Events Centre (EEC) on June 30. 

“This will be one of the smallest venues KISS will ever play in," General Manager of the EEC Ryan 
MacIvor said. “This is a monumental feat to have this act play in our community. [It's] probably one of the 
most northern places they will ever have played as well " 

Mayor Mike Bernier said the city and EEC's management Global Spectrum have been trying for quite a 
while to get KISS to come to Dawson Creek. 

"This is probably the biggest show we've had here, and it's something that’s going to fill the house." 
Maclvor said the EEC had been working on booking KISS since the centre opened. He anticipates a sold-

out show. 
"I think we're going to knock the socks off the community when they hear this, and I suspect we will sell 

out. It’s just a great day for Dawson Creek and the Peace Region," he said, adding that having KISS perform 
in the Mile 0 City solidifies the EEC as an entertainment hub in the Peace. 

"It's one of those bands that has been on the bucket list of any venue across the world," he said. "The stars 
and the moon and the universe aligned, and it's just an amazing opportunity to have KISS play Dawson Creek  

A longtime advocate for northern tourism, Councilor Bud Powell said the Events Centre is well on its way 
to becoming what past and present city councils have envisioned. 

"Ten years ago, we talked of building; an events centre, for the past 10 years, we've been fairly successful, 
but it culminates today," be said. "We have got nothing but accolades from those acts that have been here. 
We've been nominated twice now for [best] centre in Canada.  To even reach that shortlist, I think, is amazing 
for a town with a population of 13,000.” 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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ART AUCTION 

The new Peace River Chapter of the Federation of Canadian Artists (PRFCA) is getting ready for New 
Beginnings, its inaugural art show and sale, at the Dawson Creek Art Gallery. 

Sandy Troudt, President of the PRFCA, said this show isn't like any other art exhibit. 
New Beginnings marks the start of what the chapter hopes will become a prominent event in the Peace. 
The FCA is a prestigious, 70-year-old organization where peers mentor peers to attain excellence in the 

arts. 
Members have to be specially selected, or juried, into a chapter. Even then, members must apply and be 

juried in an art show. 
Awards for first, second and third prize will be handed out as well as two awards of excellence, and a 

people's choice award that all attendees can vote on. 
The fact that artists from all around the Peace Region will be represented at New Beginnings also makes 

this show unique.  
Dawson Creek Daily News 

Sixty original works of art were auctioned off during the South Peace Art Society and the Dawson Creek 
Art Gallery's 30th Annual Art Auction. 

The art gallery's largest fundraising event earned $20,490 that will help sustain the gallery and support its 
art education program for children. 

In addition, the Laine Dahlen painting was raffled off for $3,600, said art gallery co-curator Alana Hall. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 
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