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The Dawson Creek Community Profile & Photo by E. Mayoh
Investment Guide and In the News are
produced by:

Dawson Creek Catholic Social

Services

1209-105 Avenue

Dawson Creek, BC V1G 2L8

Photo Credits:
C. Anderson, New Harvest Media
D. Pettit, Peace Photographics
E. Mayoh

Cover Design:
RG Strategies

The Dawson Creek Community Profile &
Investment Guide and In the News are filled
with information and statistical data.
Although every effort was made in good faith
to ensure the accuracy of information
contained herein, Dawson Creek Catholic
Social Services accepts no warranty nor
accepts liability from any incorrect,
incomplete or misleading information or its
improper use. For more information, please
contact The City of Dawson Creek at 250-
784-3600.
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Northeastern BC Unemployment Rates

Jan Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun Jul Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec

2004 | 44 4.2 4.6 5.0 6.3 8.3 9.0 8.0 6.3 4.7 *— *—
2005 | 49 4.5 5.0 4.1 54 5.2 4.9 4.2 4.4 4.4 *— *—
2006 *__ *__ *__ *__ *— 4.4 * * 4.2 5.2 4.9 *—
2007 *__ *__ *__ *___ *___ *__ *__ *__ *___ *___ *__ *__
2008 | *— *— *— 4.3 5.0 5.9 6.2 6.3 5.8 5.0 4.5 3.6

2009 | 4.6 4.6 6.5 6.5 8.4 7.7 7.9 8.3 7.9 7.2 5.5 54

2010 | 4.9 4.4 4.4 5.3 6.9 7.5 7.3 6.8 7.6 7.6 6.4 7.1

2011 | 9.0 9.1 8.1 5.4 5.1 4.0 4.4 4.2 4.3

* The unemployment rate for Northeastern BC has been suppressed due to high sample variance.

In September 2011, the unemployment rate in BC is 7.3% and 5.8% in Alberta.

LABOUR FORCE

British Columbia’s unemployment rate inched up to 7.5% (seasonally adjusted) in
August, as a drop in the number of jobs (-0.3%, or -6,000) was accompanied by next to no
change (+0.0%, or +1,100) in the number of people who were either working or looking for
work. BC’s unemployment rate was slightly above the national average (7.3%) and remained the highest
among the western provinces. It was three percentage points higher than the lowest rate in the country
(Saskatchewan’s 4.5%). Manitoba (5.4%) and Alberta (5.6%) had the next lowest unemployment rates, while
BC was ranked fourth (along with Ontario) among the provinces. The participation rate remained stable in
August, with 64.8% of the working age population (15 and older) in the labour force. Data Source: Statistics Canada

Among the regions, jobless rates ranged from 4.2% (3-month moving average,
unadjusted) in Northeast to 9.5% in Kootenay. Unemployment rates were down in VVancouver Island/

Coast, Thompson-Okanagan and Northeast, but climbed in all other regions. Data Source: Statistics Canada & BC
Stats
BC Stats Infoline Issue 11-36 September 9, 2011

WAGES, SALARIES & BENEFITS

Wages, salaries and benefits earned by
workers in British Columbia rose 1.0%
(seasonally adjusted) during the second
guarter. The increase in labour income in BC was
slightly ahead of the national average (+0.6%). Alberta
(+1.8%) posted the strongest growth, followed by both
Manitoba (+1.2%) and Newfoundland & Labrador
(+1.1%). Ontario (+0.2%) and Quebec (+0.1%)
registered the weakest gains in wages & salaries, only

marginally higher than in the previous quarter. Data
Source: Statistics Canada
BC Stats Infoline Issue 11-35 September 2, 2011

WEEKLY EARNINGS

Average weekly earnings for non-
farm payroll employees in British
Columbia fell 2.0% (seasonally
adjusted) in July. Nationally, average
weekly earnings inched ahead 0.1% despite
three provinces, BC (-2.0%), Alberta (-1.5%)
and Quebec (-0.5%), reporting weaker
earnings. Newfoundland and Labrador (+2.1%)
and Saskatchewan (+1.9%) posted the largest

increases. Data Source: Statistics Canada
BC Stats Infoline, September 30, 2011, Issue 11-39



LIQUOR STORE
ALTERATIONS

1020 Alaska Ave, Dawson Creek

Project consists of tenant improvements to the
Liquor store in Dawson Creek.
AWARD

Summit Brooke Construction Ltd

104-31324 Peardonville Rd

Abbotsford BC V2T 6K8

Phone: 604-850-1111

Fax: 604-850-1276

$515,000

Journal of Commerce

CHETWYND HOSPITAL
ROOFING

Chetwynd Hospital & Health Centre

Project consists of Roof Replacement of the
Chetwynd Hospital & Health Centre. The contractor
shall furnish all labour, materials, and equipment
necessary to remove and dispose of all roofing
materials, flashings, etc., as required.
AWARD

D M Henderson Roofing Ltd

PO Box 328

Dawson Creek BC V1G 4G9

Phone: 250-782-3467

Fax 250-782-3117

$386,144

Journal of Commerce

RIVERBANK PROTECTION

Tumbler Ridge

Project consists of supply and installation of
riprap bank protection complete with pit-run gravels
and non- woven geotextile for a reach of Flatbed
Creek located adjacent to the District of Tumbler
Ridge water supply well PW7. This contract also
involves Optional Work to develop a swim area just
upstream of the Flatbed Creek bridge.
TENDERS DUE

Journal of Commerce

OVERHEAD DOORS &
OPERATORS

10101 12 A St, Dawson Creek

Project consists of the supply and installation of
new overhead doors and operators in the Dawson
Creek Fire Hall.
TENDERS CLOSED

Journal of Commerce

N.A.R. MUSEUM
ALTERATIONS

900 Alaska Ave, Dawson Creek

Project consists of foundation stabilization at
the N.A.R. Museum.
TENDERS CLOSED

Journal of Commerce

FACULTATIVE POND BERM
REHABILITATION

Dawson Creek

Project consists of Installation of two
temporary earth berm or other water control
structures as required by the Contractor; Dewatering
of work areas; Stripping and stockpiling of
unsuitable material; Foundation preparation for new
berm; Installation of a new earth berm south of
existing berm in the facultative pond; Placement of
an overflow structure between the float plane pond
and the facultative pond; Extension of an existing
pipe stub into the float plane pond; Removal of
existing berm and temporary water control
structures upon completion of the work; and Topsoil
placement and hydraulic seeding of disturbed areas.
TENDERS DUE

Journal of Commerce



SEPTIMUS TO YOUNGER
PIPELINE

Taylor

Proposed construction of a 25 Km 16-inch diameter
natural gas pipeline which will connect up to 250
million cubic feet per day (Mmcf/d) of additional supply
to the AltaGas operated Younger Extraction Facility
(750 Mmcf/d capacity) at Taylor, British Columbia.

$30,000,000 estimated construction cost.
NEGOTIATED/WORKING DRAWINGS

Journal of Commerce

CSS SUNRISE SECURE
LANDFILL PROJECT

Approx 15 km West of Dawson Creek

Proposed construction of a secure landfill which
may include a storm water management system, a
leachate management system, facility infrastructure
(scale, scale house and equipment shop) and an access
road.

$2,000,000 estimated construction cost.
NEGOTIATED/PLANNING

Journal of Commerce

HERITAGE SECURE LANDFILL
PROJECT

Approx 5 km South of Tupper

Proposed construction of a facility for the long-term
containment of upstream oil and gas and other industrial
waste streams. On-site facilities to include one cell that
will be 245 x 250 m, which will contain approx 31,000
m3 (542,500 tonnes) of waste depending on the fill
configuration used for the initial cell. Other on-site
facilities will include a scale house/field office and a
small lab; a small garage which will be used to conduct
maintenance on the facility equipment and store
supplies.

$1,000,000 estimated construction cost.
NEGOTIATED/PLANNING

Journal of Commerce

SUBSTATION,
TRANSMISSION LINE

Dawson Creek/Chetwynd Area
Transmission (DCAT) Project, 19 Km E
of Chetwynd near Hwy 97, 12 Km W of
Dawson Creek

Proposed Dawson Creek/Chetwynd Area
Transmission (DCAT) Project which will
consist of a new substation (Sundance) located
about 19 Km E of Chetwynd, near Hwy 97; a
new 230 kilovolt (kV) double circuit overhead
transmission circuit approx 60 Km long, from
Sundance Substation to Bear Mountain
Terminal (BMT), which is located about 12 Km
W of Dawson Creek; expansion of BMT and
Dawson Creek Substations (DAW); and a new
230 kV double circuit overhead transmission
circuit 12 Km long, between BMT and DAW.

$219,100,000 estimated construction cost.
CONTEMPLATED

Journal of Commerce

Photo by Peace PhotoGraphics



SEPTEMBER OIL & GAS SALE

The British Columbia government's September oil and gas
rights sale pulled in a total $17.24 million in

bonus bids, pushing the calendar year total to $123.19
million. The September 2011 sale disposed of 8,191 hectares at
an average price of $2,104.

The 2010 auction brought $19.9 million for 22,212 hectares
at an average of $897.69 per hectare.

With three sales left this year, the province's $123.19 million
has produced an average price of $1,016 on 121,165 hectares. To
the same point in 2010, BC had attracted $780.55 million in
bonus bids for 335,094 hectares at an average of $2,329.

The province's lowest yearly total since 2000 was $232.38
million in 2004 but B.C. will be hard-pressed to even equal that
mark this year. The high watermark came in 2008 when $2.66
billion in land sale revenue. Between 1978 and 2010, the lowest
single year bonus total was $16.72 million which was recorded in
1982.

September 2010 $19.9 million

September 2009 $8.74 million

September 2008 $220.73 million

September 2007 $265.2 million

September 2006 $67.79 million

September 2005 $62.77 million

September 2004 $29.29 million

September 2003 $418.0 million

September 2002 $16.06 million

September 2001 $12.31 million

September 2000 $51.17 million

September 1999 $29.20 million

September 1998 $8.10 million
JuneWarren Nickle’s Energy Group

ACTIVE OIL RIGS

As of September 27, 2011, there were 45 rigs drilling, 10

released and 5 rigs prepped to spud.
Oil & Gas Commission

OIL & GAS SALES

The 2010 year-end total is $844.4
million, the fourth best annual tally
in history. A total of 381,132
hectares were sold this year in
Northeastern BC at $2,215 per
hectare.

Total 2009 - $892.9 million
Total 2008 - $2.66 hillion
Total 2007 - $1.047 billion
Total 2006 - $629.85 million
Total 2005 - $533.99 million
Total 2004 - $232 million
Total 2003 - $646.68 million
Total 2002 - $288.54 million
Total 2001 - $439.47 million
Total 2000 - $248.24 million

JuneWarren-Nickle’s Energy Group

NUMBER OF WELLS
DRILLED IN BC

2001 882
2002 646
2003 1049
2004 1213
2005 1376
2006 1416
2007 899
2008 882
2009 592
2010 671
2011 463

Oil & Gas Commission




LNG PLAN

As part of its “jobs plan” strategy, the British Columbia government will take four steps to help create a
prosperous liquefied natural gas industry and jobs in the province.

The four-step plan includes a greater emphasis on the permitting and decision-making processes, skills
training and development, investment attraction and international marketing.

The first step will be to accelerate the lengthy permitting processes and improve the decision-making
required to bring large-scale production facilities from concept to reality, and that these commitments will be a
greater priority for BC on a go-forward basis.

The province will also continue to strengthen collaboration with First Nations, local communities,
industry partners and other levels of government to define more effective working relationships.

As for training and development, the province has been working with industry partners for some time on
the future skills required to support a new LNG industry. The goal is to ensure the post secondary system is
able to deliver the targeted training necessary to grow the oil and gas industry, including LNG. Final details

are under consideration with further information to be announced later this fall.
JuneWarren Nickle’s Energy Group

HIGHWAY 52 UPGRADE

British Columbia is spending $4 million on an upgrade of Highway 52/Boundary Road, used heavily by
the oil and gas sector.

Funded through the province’s Oil and Gas Rural Road Improvement Program (OGRRIP), the project
will upgrade Highway 52/Boundary Road west of Tumbler Ridge. Of the $54 million invested in highway and
road improvements in the South Peace this year, $19 million is funded through OGRRIP.

The province has extended its commitment to the OGRRIP by investing $30 million this year to improve
rural roads throughout the Peace.

“Highway 52/Boundary Road is heavily used by the oil and gas industry and supports local jobs in the
region.

Work is underway and is expected to be completed in October.

JuneWarren Nickle’s Energy Group

RECORD 891 HORIZONTAL WELLS LICENSED IN AUGUST

Operators licensed 1,680 permits in August, up 26 per cent from 1,337 wells licensed a year earlier, and
1,341 wells in July.

For the first eight months of 2011, the well permit count stands at 12,068 -- 21 per cent more than the
9,986 wells licensed over the January to August period last year.

The total included 891 horizontal well authorizations issued for August, the highest monthly tally on
record.

Over the January to August period, 6,095 permits have been issued by governments across Canada for
horizontal holes, or 51 per cent of the total.

This year's permit count also includes 1,107 oilsands evaluation licenses, up from 787 permits issued to
the end of August last year.

(Continued on page 8)



RECORD 891 HORIZONTAL WELLS LICENSED IN AUGUST

(Continued from page 7)

August saw a continuation of this year's massive swing towards oil prospects, with 1,043 wells licensed
across Western Canada for oil or bitumen targets, a high for the decade, and up from 785 oil well
authorizations a year ago. For the eight month period, a total of 7,721 oil or bitumen permits have been issued
compared to 5,668 in the January to August period in 2010.

Of the eight-month tally, 4,138 of the oil and bitumen permits were in Alberta (up from 2,774 a year
earlier), while 3,155 were in Saskatchewan (up from 2,105 in 2010). In Manitoba, operators have licensed 385
oil wells to date this year compared to 374 a year ago.

With low gas prices, coalbed methane and gas permitting remains stagnant. In August, 344 gas or CBM
wells were licensed across Western Canada, up from 311 permits in July, but down from 413 well
authorizations in August 2010.

Over the eight-month period, 2,208 gas wells were permitted across Western Canada, off 32 per cent from
3,225 wells licensed in January to August of 2010.

In August, Alberta approved 831 licenses, Saskatchewan issued 458 permits, Manitoba approved 61
permits and B.C. assigned 325 new licenses (although only 123 B.C. licenses were approved).

Excluding experimental wells, the top five companies that licensed wells in August were: Canadian
Natural Resources Limited (120 permits), Encana Corporation (83), Husky Energy Inc. (78),
Northern Blizzard Resources Inc. (69) and Royal Dutch Shell plc (59).

Up to August, again excluding experimental wells, the top five companies receiving permits were:
Canadian Natural (1,053 licenses), Husky (791), Encana (598), Cenovus Energy Inc. (403) and

Penn West Petroleum Ltd. (303).
© 2011 Copyright Nickle's Energy Group. All rights reserved.



PEMBINA PIPELINE EXPANDS TRUCK TERMINALS

Pembina Pipeline Corporation will invest approximately $50 million over the next 18 to 24 months
to expand its truck terminal network at key locations throughout western Alberta and British Columbia.

The company plans to expand services at a number of existing truck terminals and also construct new full
service terminals that focus on emulsion treating (separating oil from impurities to meet shipping quality
requirements), produced water handling and water disposal. In addition to earning fees for these additional
services, Pembina’s truck terminals will secure volumes for its pipeline systems, which will generate
additional pipeline toll revenue.

Pembina has an inventory of 15 opportunities across its pipeline systems to service constrained and
developing areas. Initial capital expenditures will be directed towards truck terminals to service Cardium,
Montney, Deep Basin and Peace River oil producers as well as at its Edmonton Nexus Terminal, subject to
regulatory approval.

Pembina’s current truck terminal assets include 12 clean oil facilities and an interest in the LaGlace Full
Service Terminal and the Rimbey Truck Terminal -- all of which are connected to Pembina’s conventional
pipeline systems. In addition, Pembina is nearing completion of its Baptiste Truck Terminal, which will serve
Cardium producers in the Willesden Green area.

Pembina entered the full service truck terminal business in 2008 through a joint venture with an industry
partner to construct the LaGlace terminal. Increasing the company’s truck terminal network is part of a capture
strategy to secure volumes for Pembina’s conventional pipeline network and is another example of its vertical

integration strategy.
JuneWarren Nickle’s Energy Group
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MILITARY VEHICLES DRIVE ALASKA HIGHWAY

Ninety-seven historic military vehicles will launch from Dawson Creek on a month-long journey
travelling the Alaska Highway.

Members of the Military Vehicle Preservation Association will set off on their 6,600-kilometre drive on
Aug. 4, 2012 and return to Dawson Creek 27 days later.

Next year marks the 70th anniversary of the Alaska Highway construction. The famous highway wouldn't
have become a reality without the 7,000 pieces of military equipment used.

A total of 200 people will be taking part in the exhibition. Most members are Americans, but about six
people are from Canada.

"We picked the Alaska Highway because it has a great deal of military history," said Wendy Rowsam, the
convoy's spokeswoman.

The historic vehicles will be travelling along some of the most rugged roads in the Yukon and Alaska,
including the Campbell Highway, the Hatcher Pass and the Denali Highway.

The AC'12, short for the Alaska Highway Convoy 2012, will include a First World War truck, Second
World War vehicles and trucks used in Desert Storm. Original vehicles used in the Alaska Highway
construction will also be paraded. AC'12 will top out at 56 km/h along gravel roads.

Collectors who have an interest in preserving vehicles that played a critical role in military history own all
of the cars and trucks. Many participants are veterans or relatives of veterans.

The historic vehicles have to be in tip-top shape when they travel the long highway from Dawson Creek
to Alaska.

A maintenance team, complete with a mechanics shop, will follow the convoy in case of any mishaps.
Dawson Creek Daily News
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GRAIN CROPS

Ross Ravelli, owner of Ravelli Farms Ltd. located just outside of Dawson Creek city limits, said the
warm weather over the last week has allowed him to get quite a bit of his crops of the fields already.

“It (canola) really suffered from the excessive moisture this year, but the barley and wheat that | have
taken off are probably near-record yields — the best we’ve seen in ten years, for sure — and the quality is still
up there, so fingers crossed, the cereals will make up for the lack of yield in canola.”

He said he seeded 1,400 acres of canola and 900 acres of wheat and barley this year. He said he is
expecting about 60 to 75 per cent of what an average yield for canola would have been over the last 10 years,
but he is seeing about a 50 per cent increase in the yields for wheat and barley over what an average yield
would be. He added he has heard from a number of farmers experiencing the same results.

“I’m hearing some astronomical numbers out there for what people are getting (in cereal crop yields),”
he said.

Ravelli said it has been an odd harvest so far because the cloudy, cool weather for much of the last few
weeks has meant crops are not maturing the way he expected. He said normally he would be taking the cereal
crops of first, but this year he has been forced to switch back and forth between canola and cereals.

“It has been a little bit of a struggle this year to find fields to combine,” he said.

However, he said he is about halfway done combining, and if the sunny, windy weather holds up, he
expects to be done by the second week of October. He said those conditions are ideal for storage as well,
because if farmers run out of room in their bins, they can always let the crops dry in the fields.

He added that although prices traditionally fall this time of year in response to the increase in supply as
crops are harvested around the world, they are still relatively high for wheat and barley.

It has been one extreme to the other for farmers in this region, as they’ve had to deal with several years of
dry summers, including a severe drought last year, followed by record rainfall events this summer.

“We’ve had five years of exceptionally dry weather, and then to all of a sudden flip it over this year and
go to a record rainfall has just been amazing,” said Ravelli.

“We have to be pretty happy with what is going on,” he added. “On the harvest side, everything is
progressing well and the markets are strong, so it should be a profitable year for farmers, and certainly we
needed that after the last five years of drought. There was a lot of hurt out there for farmers.”

He said hopefully with some money back in their pockets they can invest that back into their farms by
making equipment purchases they might have been holding off on.

Outside of harvesting, he added it should be an interesting year for farmers in the West with regards to the
pending changes to the Canadian Wheat Board.

“I think it’s going to be a very positive change, so I’m looking forward to seeing what happens with that
next year,” he said. “I don’t want to lose the Canadian Wheat Board, but if it does happen it’s only because of

their lack of efforts and their stubbornness against change.”
www.mileOcity.ca
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CARBON FUND PoLicy

The City of Dawson Creek was honoured at the Union of BC Municipalities Convention in Vancouver,
receiving a 2011 Energy & Climate Action Award in the Corporate Operations category for its Carbon Fund.
Mayor Mike Bernier said that the City has clearly demonstrated its commitment to taking action on climate
change and implementing innovative policies, plans and actions to help meet the Climate Action Charter
commitment of carbon neutrality by 2012.

"It's a great opportunity to not only win the award but because of all the recognition we're getting from the
premier, the ministers and all the mayors from throughout the province."”

He said Dawson Creek has won an award at the UBCM four out of the last five years.

Dawson Creek’s Carbon Fund is designed to set aside funds annually to finance greenhouse gas emission
reduction projects. Dawson Creek will earmark $100 per tonne to be used to implement emissions reduction
projects at both the corporate and community scale.

Bernier predicts other cities will implement a similar carbon fund plan.

"Many people like the idea but they weren't sure how to go about it. A lot of cities want to get there, but
we're just one step ahead - that's why we won the award."

The fund could also be used to finance projects that will lead to emissions reduction, such as research and
education, but it cannot be used to purchase offsets.

The city is looking to reduce over-all emissions and minimize its offset liability first; then, it will purchase
offsets if necessary to meet the Climate Action Charter commitment of carbon neutrality by 2012.

To finance the Carbon Fund, Dawson Creek's CARIP rebate will be deposited into it; however, since the
CARIP rebate will be less than $100 per tonne, the difference will be made up from Dawson Creek's general
revenues. Dawson Creek's Carbon Fund is estimated to be $360,000 per year.

From 2004 to 2007, the city's greenhouse gas emissions increased by 34%, largely due to construction of
the EnCana Events Centre.

Over 200 city-owned streetlights have been replaced with more efficient bulbs, and traffic lights have also
been switched out for LED bulbs.

Solar panel speed and crossing signs have been popping up around the city, and a number of city
buildings incorporate solar panels for water heating and other tasks.

Dawson Creek's current fuel consumption balances out at about 53% from natural gas, 36% from
electricity, six per cent from diesel and four per cent from gasoline.

However, electricity is the cleanest and produces the least emissions, accounting for just six per cent
overall emissions, while natural gas accounts for almost three quarters of all emissions in the city.

More information on the city's Carbon Fund is available at www.dawsoncreek.ca.
Dawson Creek Daily News

TARGET TAKES OVER ZELLERS

The CBC is reporting that Target — a discount retailer based in Minneapolis, Minnesota — will open
between 125 to 135 stores in Canada, including in Dawson Creek, starting in 2013 after acquiring 189 leases
from the Hudson’s Bay Company, which owns Zellers.

The report suggests Zellers will continue to operate at their present location for some time until
remodelling work gets underway, which is estimated to cost about $10 million and take six to nine months to
complete. In fact, Zellers is currently posting job openings at its Dawson Creek store.

The CBC also reports that Target reached a deal with Sobeys to supply food at Target stores when they
begin opening in 2013.

www.mileOcity.ca


http://www.dawsoncreek.ca
http://www.mile0city.ca

-13 -

WATER SUPPLY

Dawson Creek will continue to get its water from the highly turbid Kiskatinaw River because it is more
affordable and easier to access than the Peace or Murray Rivers.

Every year, the city can extract over three million cubic metres of water from the river, which sometimes
has turbidity readings 2,000 times the recommended level for drinking water.

The river is located 18 kilometres west of the Dawson Creek and originates 60 kilometres south at
Bearhole Lake.

A sixth reservoir for the Kiskatinaw River will be built on city land to store additional water. The project
will cost between $15 and $25 million to complete,

The Raw Water Reservoir will provide the city with an additional 1.9 million cubic metres of raw water,
which is around one year's worth of stored water.

The project is "currently beyond the city's means,” but around $1 million will be put in reserve for the
project each year. The city hopes a grant will cover two-thirds of the reservoir.

The city currently has 90 days of stored water if all five existing reservoirs are full.

A study completed in 2003 shows the cost of taking water from the Murray River would be least $25.8
million, while drawing from the Peace River was estimated at $25 million.

These numbers do not include project management, regulatory costs or land purchase for right of ways.

Kevin Henderson, director of infrastructure and sustainable development, said city council identified an
update on water security to be a top priority.

"Through the report you can see there has been a significant amount of time spent by previous councils
and this council to ensure the security of our water.

"Looking at things such as the Bearhole Weir -which holds hack water at the headwaters of the
Kiskatinaw River in case we have droughts — to numerous upgrades to the water treatment plant, and
obviously the latest one we’re working on is the reclaimed water plant."”

Dawson Creek has over 140 kilometres of water pipes running throughout the city.

An additional treated reservoir is in the plans to add to two existing reservoirs close to the city.

It will be located on the old Loran Reservoir site at the north side of Dawson Creek.

The Water Reclamation Project was developed in response to industry's growing demand for water.

"The demand for water has grown over the last seven years to a point where approximately 20% of all the
water produced is being utilized in the [fraccing] industry,"” the report says.

The project takes effluent from the sewage lagoons and treats it to a very high standard that meets
provincial requirements for water reuse.

The city formed a partnership with Shell Canada to help fund the $11.5 million project in exchange for a
portion of the reclaimed water.

The water security report provides the history of Dawson Creek's water storage. Having enough water
storage allows the city to operate properly in times of drought.

The Arras Weir was installed in 1992 when the region was experiencing one of its worst droughts in
history. At the time, the river pumphouse intake located in Arras was completely out of water and the city was
not able to pump.

The weir provides a small catchment area of 310,00 cubic metres and allowed the water to be drawn once
again.

"If this would not have been constructed there would have been subsequent years that we would have
been unable to pump due to the level of the river being below the intake at the pumphouse,” the report says.

Other projects, including the Bearhole Lake Weir, the Hansen Reservoir, the Hart Reservoirs and the Trail

Reservoir, help the city store enough raw water.
Dawson Creek Daily News
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DEVELOPMENT PERMITS

City council approved a development permit for a Wendy’s restaurant among a couple of other
development applications. The restaurant is proposed on three vacant lots along Eighth Street and 114 Avenue,
across from the Northern Lights College.

Chief administrative officer Jim Chute noted the lots are actually remediated brownfield sites that used to
be occupied by a Turbo gas station.

The permit requires the successful completion of a 10-day notification period and receipt of the required
financial security in the amount of $50,000.

Council also approved a development permit for the construction of a 4,800-square-foot office and
warehouse building proposed by Techmation Electric and Controls for 69 Vic Turner Road.

The property currently houses a 40-foot office trailer and two, 40-foot sea-cans which are being used as
tool cribs. The proposed building will be used to provide electrical and instrumentation services to the oil and
gas industry and approximately 10 employees will be working out of the location.

The permit is also subject to a 10-day notification period, and a $60,000 security bond.
www.MileOCity.ca

COMMUNITY FUTURES CONFERENCE

A star-studded 2011 Community Futures BC Annual Conference kicks off in Dawson Creek.

The annual conference is put on by Community Futures and will be based around embracing change and
what that means in the North.

Sue Kenny, Community Futures Peace Liard, said that her organization has been working hard for the last
year preparing for the provincial conference coming up.

"We have over 150 people registered and we are very pleased with the interest that has been shown," she
said.

"We have a great showcase of projects that are happening in our region. This conference has drawn over
120 delegates from across the province as well approximately 30 from the region. We will be showing off the
multiplex as well as the Energy House at Northern Lights College. Delegates will walk away with a greater
knowledge of how the North has embraced our changing economies and what strong innovative leaders we
have here in the North."

On Tuesday, Sept. 13, CBC's Dragons' Den personality Arlene Dickinson, ranked as one of Profit
Magazine's top 100 women entrepreneurs for seven years running, and considered one of the most powerful
female business leaders in Canada today, will be delivering a presentation about her success story and leading
a business.

Former hockey star and Canucks legend Trevor Linden will be kicking off the conference early Monday
morning with a keynote speech on leadership.

After the opening day Sunday night, Monday and Tuesday are full of presentations and shows from
business and innovation leaders around the province.

The Mah family will present a family success story on Monday; Peace Energy Cooperative has a
presentation just before them; Encana will present industry updates; and local social media moguls will offer

workshops on Tuesday, in addition to a lot more.
Dawson Creek Daily News
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DEBT MANAGEMENT PLAN

City council adopted a new debt management policy.

Obijects of the policy include promoting objectivity and consistency in decision-making; promoting long-
term, sustainable planning; ensuring debt management is considered in the context of the organization's
management, financial and capital planning objectives; ensuring flexibility is maintained in the context of the
local government's market opportunities and changing conditions; establishing targets and measures for
ongoing management of the debt program, and more.

Chief Financial Officer Shelly Woolf explained at council that consistent, stable debt management is
preferable to a haphazard approach.

She said that debt financing will be used as an integral component to funding the city's long-term capital
investment plan. As well, it will be used as a leveraging tool to secure third-party funding for capital
investment opportunities and recognized as a funding tool to ensure equitable distribution of investment cost
necessary for ongoing service delivery.

In terms of debt obligation, the directive states that Dawson Creek may undertake debt obligation
temporarily, to be used as a line of credit, pending the receipt of taxation revenues. As well, the city may
undertake debt obligation to be used as a bridging instrument pending long-term financing, for financing
tangible capital assets or for a financial emergency that was not anticipated.

Chief Administrative Officer Jim Chute said this is definitely not business as usual, but is actually a
significant change for council.

"The first thing you will do when contemplating debt is check off to make sure that the debt is for any of
the purposes that you approved in the policy; then you will look to see if you're within your borrowing limits
that are mandated by the provincial government,” explained Chute.

"You have always done those two things. In addition to that you're going to be ensuring you're never
spending more than 15 per cent of your operational expenditures on debt repayment, and that will be a very
limiting factor for you. Finally, in the same way that a private business would, you're going to look at all the
indicators of your own financial condition."

Looking at the indicators will ensure that the city is in good financial shape to take on the debt, explained
Chute.

As of 2010, the city's outstanding debt totaled just over $25 million.
Dawson Creek Daily News
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RCMP DoNATES TO WOW BuUsS

An RCMP Foundation donation of $8,131 to the South Peace Learning Together Society will help see the
Words on Wheels (WOW) bus run another busy year, educating children in the South Peace.

Dawson Creek RCMP Staff-Sgt. Darren Traichevich called the WOW bus a great initiative and influence
in the region.

Early Learning Project Coordinator Gloria Cleve with School District 59 said donations like this one
make sure the WOW bus stays operating in the South Peace.

"What I'm really thrilled about is they've given us this money for resources, for books and educational
toys on the WOW bus, but they've also agreed that the RCMP members who are parents of young children
will bring their children on and they will read to them, and they'll make that linkage with other children in the
community who come on the bus," she said.

This year the Kiwanis Buddies program will continue. It has Kiwanis Club members come and read to
children on the WOW bus, which Cleve says is good for the children to see interest in them from adults.

The Rotary Book Club and activities will also continue, but there is nothing big or new planned
specifically. Last school year saw the launch of the Healthy Meals cookbook from the WOW bus, which was a
big undertaking.

In May 2011 the bus lost its engine and it had to be replaced. Over the summer it got a major overhaul of
its brake system and other things under the hood, so it's in perfect shape for the school year. However, all that
work cost around 5,000, which was a huge hit to the WOW bus budget, said Cleve, who is always looking for

more financial support for the program.
Dawson Creek Daily News

TREE-TEMBER

Fifty small spruce trees were planted by high school
students along the fence line of Northern Lights College to
shield the school from traffic on the busy main street.

The trees, which are 12 years old and less than a metre
high, are native to the Dawson Creek area and grow extremely
slowly.

The students will be able to see the hardy trees slowly fill
out and grow to around 30 metres high.

The Grade 8 and 9 students dug 50 small holes, placed the
trees inside and filled in the area with dirt to celebrate Northern
Environmental Action Team (NEAT)'s Tree-Tember.

The evergreens will not only make the college more eye
appealing, but will also serve as a windbreak for snowdrifts.

"It's important to be aware of environmental stewardship
in Dawson Creek and become involved in these kinds of
projects," said Grade 8 Dawson Creek Secondary teacher
Shaun Henry.

His 35 students researched different species of trees before
they came out for the day. When they get back, they will be
creating their own environmental projects based on what
they've learned, complete with precise details including
budgets.

Dawson Creek Daily News
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COMPUTERS DONATED TO MCLEOD SCHOOL

Oil and gas industry and contractors gave back to a rural community, funding the majority of the cost for
a brand-new computer lab in McLeod Elementary School.

Shell and other contractors combined with the school district to help fund the new lab, which Principal
Danyell Dutka said was in the range of $35,000.

McLeod, being one of the rural schools in the local district, is usually last or close to last on the list for
upgrades. The district had offered McLeod hand-me-down computers from the higher-population schools in
Dawson Creek, but then the school's Parents Advisory Council reached out to industry to get the students a
whole new set of equipment.

Kevin Burnouf of Step Energy Services played a key role in acquiring the funding.

He used industry connections to secure about $28,000 between Shell and contractors.

Kids raced into the new lab during the unveiling. Immediately they began opening Photo Booth and

playing with digital effects on their faces.
Dawson Creek Daily News

EARLY LEARNING HUB

The Kiwanis Enterprise Centre has changed to the Kiwanis Early Learning Hub, which is currently under
busy renovations to get ready for the new school year and its first year of service.

"It is a real gem of a facility for the community,” said Gloria Cleve, early learning project manager for the
local school district.

In the Kiwanis Early Learning Hub is a kitchen, a spot for Axis Family Resources, a StrongStart section, a
Child Development Centre area and even an indoor playground, among other things. Behind the hub will be a
fenced outdoor playground as well.

Cleve explained that the Child Development Centre is really looking forward to focusing on parent
training and parent education in the new facility. Parents and others can learn how to care for children with
high needs or other unique situations.

Cleve said early childhood education is becoming a career of a different caliber than it used to be.

"The wages have gone up, the benefits have gone up, and now it's an awesome career to encourage a
young man or young woman to be looking at going into. We're hoping for a lot of observation time for kids
that are in elementary and
secondary school to come in
here and observe and think,

‘Would this be a career I'd want
to participate in?"

Students will even be able
to take their practicum in early
childhood education at the
Kiwanis Early Learning Hub.

Overall, Cleve seems
thrilled with the new centre.

She said the facility will still be
serving a need in the
community, just as it did

before.
Dawson Creek Daily News
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STEP UP ‘N’ RIDE

The Step Up ‘N’ Ride Society — which provides a transportation service in Dawson Creek and area that
mainly caters to seniors and residents with mobility issues — was the benefactor of two donations this week.

On Friday morning, Eunice Dilworth, president of the Dawson Creek and District Hospital Auxiliary,
presented representatives from Step Up ‘N’ Ride with a cheque for $5,000. Dilworth said the auxiliary was
looking for a worthy cause to donate some of its fundraising proceeds to, and it came to their attention Step Up
‘N’ Ride was in need.

“l think it’s very important,” she said about the transportation service. “It’s something the community
really needs and hopefully it will continue.”

She said the funds were raised through the gift shop and snack cart the auxiliary operates inside the
hospital, and through functions such as bake sales and teas.

On Thursday afternoon, representatives from the Dawson Creek Co-op were pleased to present Step Up ‘N’
Ride with a cheque for $1,500. The money was raised during a pancake breakfast the Co-op hosted on Aug. 13
during the Fall Fair.

“We pick a worthwhile community organization and we support them with all the proceeds,” said Gordon
Parslow, president of the Dawson Co-op.

Proceeds from the pancake breakfast have supported the Salvation Army food bank and the St. Mark’s
Anglican Church soup kitchen in the past.

“We’re just trying to really present the Co-op as a community-builder, so we really enjoy working with
them (community organizations) and we look forward to next year doing the pancake breakfast again,” said Rod
Hillary, general manager of the Co-op.

Brenda Kreutzer, president of the Step Up ‘N’ Ride Society, said they are very pleased to accept the
donations from the hospital auxiliary and Co-op as the funding is sorely needed.

“All donations are extremely important,” she said. “It costs lots of money to run Step Up ‘N’ Ride, so all
donations are very important. That’s what keeps us going — the community, and the funding we receive from the
government — otherwise we wouldn’t be going.”

She said the society is very grateful to the individuals and businesses that have supported the service over
the years.

Individuals who are interested in supporting Step Up ‘N’ Ride can do so by contributing to coin boxes that
are located at the BC Liquor Store, Dawson Creek Municipal Library, Your Dollar Store with More, A&W

restaurant, the Dawson Creek Health Unit pharmacy and Co-op Gas Bar.
www.mileOcity.ca

LAKEVIEW CREDIT UNION
DONATES TO MATERNITY
WARD

Lakeview Credit Union donated $50,000 to the
Dawson Creek Hospital Foundation, making major
renovations to the maternity ward one step closer to

reality.
Dawson Creek Daily News
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RAMS Swim CLuB

No more will Dawson Creek swimmers have to wait until the summer to swim competitively.

This fall the Rams will be in the water of the Kenn Borek Aquatic Centre for the first time as the club
begins it inaugural season.

Up until this point, the lone swim club in the city was the Seals summer swim club that trains and
competes in the May-August season, but the Rams will be in the water from October until June and working
out three times a week.

The Rams are presently classified as recreational swim club, but there are plans on offering a competitive
program in the near future.

"Rams Swimming will run from October to June and will offer training opportunities two or three times
per week. Competitions will be short four-hour events offered every four to six weeks," remarked coach
Jonathan Gilman.

Practices and competitions are optional for the recreational swimmers and their swim meets are usually
four-hour, one-day events in northern B.C. or Alberta.

Attendance at the practices and competitions are required for the competitive swimmers. Their meets are
usually one to three days long and are held in northern B.C. and Alberta as well as larger centres such as
Edmonton, Vancouver and Kamloops.

Several competitions are tentatively planned over the course of the nine-month season.

Swimming begins Oct. 3 under the direction of head coach Jonathan Gilman and assistant coach Robyn
Gilman.

Jonathan Gilman is a certified coach who has coached full-time for more than 10 years with several
Lower Mainland clubs and a Victoria organization, while Robyn Gilman has a stellar resume of summer
swimming accomplishments, has coached at several clubs and works at the Kenn Borek Aquatic Centre as the

lesson supervisor.
Dawson Creek Daily News

MILE ZERO FIGURE SKATING

The members of the Mile Zero Figure Skating Club are on the ice this week for their third week of late
summer practice as they prepare for a season that will end in April and see them training every weekday
between now and then and competing at several weekend contests.

For 39 members, from pre-junior to senior skaters, the season started Aug. 22nd at the EnCana Event
Centre, where the organization rented ice prior to the Memorial Arena's ice being ready this week.

The club welcomed guest coaches Steve Muff and Kelsey Williams, from Kelowna, and the pair, along
with local head coach Marilyn Kreuzinger, helped the local skaters get an early start on their training.

Each year the club attends contests in Prince George, the Cariboo, occasionally the Okanagan and Lower
Mainland and the annual Totem competition, in either Dawson Creek or Fort St. John at the end of the season
each spring. As well, the club holds its own seminars with guest coaches and also attends seminars elsewhere
in northern B.C. or Alberta.

The season wraps up with the popular ice carnival that includes all members of the club and the Canskate
members, for those tykes who are just learning how to skate.

"The club offers excellent high quality skating instruction. The Canskate program offers skaters a fun way
to learn the sport through songs and games in a group setting. Pre-junior to senior skaters learn the sport
through group and individual lessons. The club is also very fortunate to offer synchronize skating," said one

club official.
Dawson Creek Daily News
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GRAND SLAM OF CURLING

The Capital One Grand Slam of Curling is returning to Dawson Creek.

The Swiss Chalet National, slated for Jan. 25-29, 2012 at the EnCana Events Centre, is one of nine slams
on the Capital One circuit that will take place from October to April all over Canada and feature some of the
top curlers from this country and other top curling nations.

The Swiss Chalet National, is one of the four men's majors that highlight the World Curling Tour season
and an 18-team tournament featuring the world's top curling teams.

Players will be battling for the all-important Canadian Team Ranking System points available at the
event.

Dawson Creek hosted a similar Capital One event at the EnCana Events Centre in April of 2010, just a
couple of months after the Vancouver 2010 Olympics when several Olympic contenders and medalists
entertained local curling fans.

Olympic silver medalist Cheryl Bernard edged Crystal Webster 6-4 for the Grey Power Players
Championship at that Dawson Creek event, and on the men's side 2010 Olympic gold med-alist Kevin Martin

nipped 2006 Olympic gold medalist Brad Gushue 8-7 in a nail-biter of a final.
Alaska Highway News

LIBRARY MONTH

Dawson Creek Public Library is joining libraries across the nation in celebrating Canadian Library Month
this October.

For the local library, that means a busy month of events and activities.

Throughout the month, the library's youngest patrons will be able to take part in a scavenger hunt at the
library. Children up to age 12 will have a list of items to find in the library, with a chance to put up their
names for prizes at the end of each successful hunt.

The library will also be holding a teen photo contest for youth ages 12 to 19. The youths will be tasked to
take a creative photo of themselves reading a book they enjoy. Photos must be printed and submitted to the
library by Oct. 26, after which point they will be judged by the library board and the winner will receive a
prize.

Library Bingo will be encouraging adults to read outside their normal genres. People can pick up a bingo
sheet at the front counter and try to make a line by reading everything from cookbooks to science fiction
novels. Another prize is available after people submit their completed sheets.

The Friends of the Library will be holding a small book sale of good-quality select books and a silent
auction. The funds raised from the sale will be donated to the fund to rebuild the Slave Lake Public Library,
which was destroyed by fire.

Dawson Creek Reading Day and an open house will cap off the month of reading.

During Reading Day, individuals and families are asked to read for at least 10 minutes between morning
and night and then email or phone the library to document their participation. Names then will go into draws
for prizes.

Library staff say they encourage everyone from individuals to school classes and sports teams to take part
in Reading Day.

Dawson Creek Daily News
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BiG & RICH AND GRETCHEN WILSON

One band, three artists, and no breaks. Big & Rich and Gretchen Wilson hit the EnCana Events Centre in
Dawson Creek Saturday night on the second to last stop on their joint Xtreme Muzik Tour.

Opening with "Fake 1.D." from the upcoming soundtrack to the remake of Footloose, the country superstars
performed a roster of their greatest hits as well as songs from their upcoming albums.

The set included an impressive light show, a fully functional bar and multiple appearances by
Cowboy Troy.

The trio had much of the audience of their feet, singing along and two-stepping to the array of songs,
including many by their favourite country artists. The two hour performance closed with Wilson's biggest hit

"Redneck Woman" and a rendition of Queen's "Fat Bottomed Girls".
www.mileOcity.ca
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