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1.0 INTRODUCTION
City of

Dawson Creek
1.1 The Comprehensive Environmental Development Plan

The purpose of the Comprehensive Environmental Development Plan is to
accommodate future growth and plan for future utility servicing in the most cost-
effective and environmentally responsible manner possible. The Plan combines
——— planning, engineering and financial considerations to derive a blueprint for the
: delivery of municipal infrastructure services. By considering these elements
Environmental . . ;
Development Plan comprehensively, the City qf Dawson Creek \.fﬂil better be a_ble _to plan for growth
and the demands of an increased population. By considering the costs and
environmental implications of different growth and servicing options, the City seeks
to achieve substantial returns in terms of efficiency, cost effectiveness and
environmental conservation.

Supply and
Demand Report The impetus to preparing the Plan comes as a result of recent new development and
an expectation of future growth. The oil and gas sector continues to show local
- DRAFT - strength, two new forest product plants were announced, and there has been

significant new commercial and institutional development. The City would like to
have a ‘game plan” to address future growth, but one that is put together in a
comprehensive, co-ordinated and sustainable way. The Comprehensive
Environmental Planning approach was developed to meet this objective.

Once the Plan is completed, the City will have a clear picture of where the City will
grow, what engineering infrastructure is required, how much this will cost, how it
will be paid for and at what thresholds these improvements will take place. The
central outcome is a long-term capital expenditure program that is linked to
anticipated growth and demand for services, consisting of:

¢ where development will be directed
¢ identified capital projects

e why the project is needed

¢ estimated costs

e prioritization and timing

« financing.

1.2  This Supply and Demand Report

This Supply and Demand Report represents the completion of the first of three
stages of the comprehensive planning process (see Figure 1.1). The purpose of this
stage is to project demand for land use and to evaluate the City’s available land
supply to meet this demand. To fulfill these objectives requires projecting future
population, having an appreciation of the regional economy, and an understanding
of planning considerations such as the Agricultural Land Reserve and areas which
have environmental values. The second stage will consist of an infrastructure
analysis which will match engineering needs with future growth. The third and final

stage will be to consider the City's financial capacity and project how future
A e, 2 infrastructure will be financed. During this Supply and Demand Report, and
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