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Employment 
Northeastern BC Unemployment Rates   

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
2003 8.9 8.2 7.1 7.2 6.7 7.2 7.2 7.7 7.9 6.8 6.0 4.3 
2004 4.4 4.2 4.6 5.0 6.3 8.3 9.0 8.0 6.3 4.7 —* —* 
2005 4.9 4.5 5.0 4.1 5.4 5.2 4.9 4.2 4.4 4.4 —* —* 
2006 —* —* —* —* —* 4.4 —* —* 4.2 5.2 4.9 —* 
2007 —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* 

In January 2008, the unemployment rate in BC is 4.1% and 3.2% in Alberta. 
* The unemployment rate for Northeastern BC has been suppressed due to high sample variance. 

2008 —*            

Northeast continued to have the lowest 
jobless rate in the province, with only 1.6% (3-
month moving average, unadjusted) of its 
labour force unemployed in December, but 
North Coast/Nechako’s jobless rate jumped to 
9.1%, more than three points higher than at 
the beginning of the year. In the rest of BC, 
unemployment rates ranged from 3.4% in  
Vancouver Island/Coast to 5.9% in Kootenay. 
A l t h o u g h  T h o m p s o n / O k a n a g a n ’ s 
unemployment rate remains relatively low 
(4.2%), it was the only region other than 
Nechako to post a decline in employment in 
December. Data Source: Statistics Canada (Note: 
unemployment rate for Northeast is calculated by BC Stats 
using data supplied by Statistics Canada) 

BC Stats Infoline, January 11, 2008, Issue: 08-02 

JO B L E S S  R AT E 

Services available are focused on Career Decision Making, Job Search,  Skills Enhancement, and Job 
Maintenance activities. 

JOB SEARCH & SUPPORT SERVICES 

 1105-103 Avenue 
Dawson Creek, BC 

250-782-8744 
Fax 250-782-8018 

http://www.jobsearchonline.bc.ca/ 

NORTHEAST NATIVE ADVANCING SOCIETY 

#101, 1508-102 Avenue 
Dawson Creek, BC 

250-719-0705 
Fax 250-719-0735 

http://www.nenas.org/ 

EM P L OY M E N T SE RV I C E S  
Photo by E. Mayoh 

http://www.jobsearchonline.bc.ca
http://www.nenas.org
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Construction 

In the last seven years, Dawson Creek has seen 
nearly a quarter of a billion dollars invested in new 
construction. 

From 2000 through to the end of October 
2007, permits have been issued for work valued at 
$226.2 million.  The lion’s share came on the 
commercial end of things at $168.8 million, while 
residential construction permit values tallied $57.4 
million. 

Included in the commercial numbers are new 
industrial, institutional and government buildings, 
which totalled 188 structures over the seven year 
period.  On the residential front, there were 474 
units created during that time span. 

The busiest year on record was 2007, with 
$56.6 million worth of new construction through 
November 30. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

B U I L D I N G PE R M I T  
T O TA L S  

Dawson Creek & District Hospital School 
11100 13 Street, Dawson Creek 
2 storeys, 2,500 sq ft; proposed alterations to 

the Dawson Creek Hospital to convert space into 
medical school space. Construction start Jan 2008, 
completion September 2008. 

AWARD 
Hegge Construction Ltd 
620 114 Avenue 
Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4G3 
Phone: 250-782-1282 
Fax: 250-782-3183 
$370,152 

Journal of Commerce 

South Peace Pipeline to Taylor BC 
Proposed 95 km natural gas pipeline extending 

form the South Peace to Taylor BC. The pipeline will 
have a transportation capacity of over 220 million 
cubic feet/day. 

Status 
The pipeline is currently in a conceptual stage 

while going through an environmental review 
process. Design and construction schedules are 
pending the outcome of the review process. 
Further update early summer 2008. 

Journal of Commerce 

Alaska House, Dawson Creek 
Proposed new tourist information centre. 

Details undefined 

Status 
The project is in a conceptual planning stage. 

Design, working drawings and construction 
schedules are not determined at this time. Further 
update spring 2008. 

Journal of Commerce 

SO U T H PE AC E  
PI P E L I N E  

T O U R I S T  
I N F O R M AT I O N CE N T R E  

H O S P I TA L /  ME D I C A L  
SC H O O L ALT E R AT I O N S 
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Energy 

NUMBER OF WELLS 
DRILLED IN BC  

1997 583 

1998 652 

1999 627 

2000 777 

2001 882 

2002 646 

2003 1049 

2004 1213 

Oil & Gas Commission 

2005 1376 

2006 1416 

2007 899 

2008 139 

The January 2008 sale of oil and gas land rights in northeast British 
Columbia generated $8.5 million in bonus bids. 

Thirty-two parcels covering 14,259 hectares were offered, and bids 
were accepted on 30 parcels for an average price of $703 per hectare. 
That compares to $43.92 million in 2007 with the average per hectares 
at $1,394/hectare. 

The key parcels in the sale were a drilling license located in the 
West Graham area 60 kilometres northwest of Hudson’s Hope that 
generated a bid totalling more than $1.8 million and two leases located 
near Sunset Prairie approximately 35 kilometres northwest of Dawson 
Creek that resulted in bonus bids averaging more than $6,300 per 
hectare. 

January 2007 - $43.92 million 
January 2006 - $51.79 million 
January 2005 - $27.97 million 
January 2004 - $20.63 million 
January 2003 - $17.78 million 
January 2002 - $17.89 million 
January 2001 - $55.39 million 
January 2000 - $20.33 million 

Government of BC News Release 

OIL & GAS SALES 

BC’s 2007 year-end total was 
$1.047 billion as 595,559 

hectares were auctioned off 
at an average of $1,758 per 

hectare. 

Total 2006 - $629.85 million 

Total 2005 - $533.99 million 

Total 2004 - $232 million 

Total 2003 - $646.68 million 

Total 2002 - $288.54 million 

Total 2001 - $439.47 million 

Total 2000 - $248.24 million 

Total 1999 - $176.17 million 

Total 1998 - $94.34 million 

Total 1997 - $211.70 million 

Nickle’s Energy Group 

JA N UA RY  O I L  & GA S  S A L E  

As of January 18, 2008, there were 79 rigs drilling, 42 released 
and 16 rigs prepped to spud. 

Oil & Gas Commission 

AC T I V E  O I L  R I G S  

Terra Energy Corp. reports completion and start-up of its Tower 
compression and dehydration facility connecting the company’s South 
Peace gathering system to the McMahon gas plant in Taylor, British 
Columbia, by way of the newly constructed Peace River Crossing. 

Gas began flowing through the facility and across the Peace River 
directly to the McMahon gas plant on Dec. 17, 2007. 

The company is in the process of tying-in incremental production 
from its Tower field of approximately 500 bbls of oil equivalent a day at 
which time the company estimates that its total net production will be 
approximately 4,200 BOE per day. 

Nickle’s Energy Group 

T E R R A  EN E RG Y  CO R P .  
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Energy 

ARC Energy Trust has announced two natural gas discoveries and a big increase in its land holdings in 
the Dawson Creek area of British Columbia. The trust has also announced a $40 million increase in its 2008 
capital budget to delineate and develop the new BC gas fields. 

This brings ARC's 2008 budget for the greater Dawson area to about $85 million. ARC's total 2008 
capital budget is $395 million, up from estimated 2007 spending of $390 million. 

Last's year's spending included an unbudgeted $40 million for land in the fourth quarter. The increased 
spending is expected to boost Dawson production, but not in 2008. 

ARC said the West Dawson 4-12-79-16W6 discovery well encountered over 75 metres of gas-bearing 
rock in the Montney formation with more than three per cent porosity and has multiple intervals of 
commercial gas. The new well provides a significant western extension to ARC's Montney gas exposure at 
Dawson.  

The Sunrise 9-13-78-18W6 discovery well encountered 150 metres of gas-bearing Montney rock, also 
with more than three per cent porosity. ARC believes the as-yet untested well confirms the presence of a 
large gas resource associated with the trust's Sunrise lands. 

Since August 2006 ARC has spent $100 million to acquire 44,000 net acres (68 net sections) of land in 
the Dawson area, increasing its total lands there to about 90,000 net acres (138 net sections). Included are 
57,000 net acres (87 net sections) of undeveloped acreage that ARC believes to be highly prospective for 
Montney gas. 

Of the 44,000 net acres (68 net sections) of both developed and undeveloped land bought at Dawson 
and West Dawson from other producers and at Crown land sales, 23,000 acres -- primarily at Sunrise and 
West Tupper -- were bought in the last four months. 

The delineation and development of Sunrise and West Dawson and the evaluation of West Tupper will 
be a significant focus for ARC in 2008. 

ARC entered the Dawson area through its April 2003 acquisition of Star Oil and Gas Ltd., which gave 
the trust operatorship of the Dawson Montney gas field. ARC has since developed the area and increased its 
land holdings. 

In November, Dawson production reached a record 44 mmcf per day after the Spectra West Doe gas 
plant opened. This is up 83% from January 2007. 

At West Dawson, ARC has accumulated a 14-section block that is contiguous with the its main Dawson 
lands and is close to infrastructure. ARC expects to drill two horizontal wells on these lands this year. 

In the last four months of 2007, ARC bought 15 sections of land (about 10,000 net acres) and drilled the 
Sunrise 9-13 discovery well. To date the well has not been completed, but logs indicate a thick, gas bearing 
Montney interval. 

At Sunrise, the Montney porous section is deeper and significantly thicker than at the Dawson field, and 
has better-than-expected porosity, ARC said. The trust has identified three separate intervals within the 
Montney that it plans to test. 

With the additional porous section and the greater depth, ARC expects more gas-in-place on a per-
section basis than at Dawson. 

For 2008, ARC is planning an extensive test program for the discovery well, a three-dimensional seismic 
program plus additional wells. 

ARC has a 100% working interest in the Sunrise and West Dawson lands. 

ARC now estimates these blocks contain more than one tcf of discovered gas resource. The trust 
cautioned testing and drilling of additional wells will be required to confirm economic viability, and 

(Continued on page 7) 

ARC EN E RG Y  TRU S T  
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Energy 

(Continued from page 6) 

construction of additional infrastructure 
will be required to bring this gas onstream.  

Not included in ARC's discovered gas 
resource estimate are an additional 13,000 
acres of 100%-interest land in the West 
Tupper region (just west of the Swan Lake 
gas field) that were also purchased in the 
last four months of 2007. The first 
exploratory well will be drilled on this new 
land block in 2008. 

Asked about infrastructure constraints 
in the Dawson area, Dielwart said the trust 
will weigh the benefits of building its own 
facilities versus using third parties. 

With the delayed start-up of the West 
Doe gas plant, ARC expects fourth quarter 
production of about 63,800 bbls of oil 
equivalent a day. The exit rate for the last 
week of December was about 65,000 BOE 
a day. 

ARC President John Dielwart noted 
that a proposed third-party pipeline would run past ARC's lands.  

"There's going to be a lot of activity in this area, not only by ourselves but by many other operators, and 
there will be significant other infrastructure developments that we will have opportunities to potentially 
partner with," he said. 

ARC also announced it has signed into a 13-year lease, beginning in 2010, for office space in Jamieson 
Place, an office building under construction in downtown Calgary. 

Nickle's Energy Group 

BP PLC is charting a big comeback into Canadian natural gas with a $1billion project in Northeastern 
British Columbia that uses new environmentally friendly methods. 

In an interview, Randy McLeod, president and CEO of BP Canada Energy Co said the Noel 
unconventional natural gas project, located 60 kilometres south of Dawson Creek, BC is the company's first 
in unconventional natural gas in Canada, where it let its volumes slide to 400 million cubic feet, from a high 
of 1 billion cubic feet about a decade ago. 

The company is using technology, developed at a cost of $100-million in the United States, where it is a 
major tight gas producer that unlocks tight reservoirs while reducing carbon emissions by 80% relative to a 
conventional development. The footprint on the environment is a third smaller. 

The method is already in use in its Wamsutter project in Wyoming and BP plans to duplicate it in coalbed 
methane, another area in which it wants to expand in Canada. 

It involves reducing well density by extending the reach of horizontal wells, producing more from those 
wells, using zero-emission well sites powered by wind turbines and solar panels, using electricity instead of 

(Continued on page 8) 

BP CA N A DA  EN E RG Y  
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Energy 

Murphy Oil Company Ltd. has added 65.2 
sections (41,742 acres) to its Tupper play in British 
Columbia, where it plans to drill more than 30 wells 
and spend about $240 million this year. 

The latest land acquisition, three parcels 
purchased at a land sale Dec. 12, 2007 for $224.6 
million (Cdn.), brings the Arkansas-based company's 
land holdings in the emerging tight gas sands play 
to 125 sections constituting almost 20,000 acres it 
believes contains more than two tcf of natural gas. 

They purchased the initial acreage in June 
[2007 from Bear Ridge Resources Ltd.] and they 
spent $155 million (Cdn.) on the initial acreage and 
then they made some additional acquisitions 
between then and the most recent sale in 
December 2007. 

 Drilling started in November with the aim of 
first production in the fourth quarter of 2008, 
ramping up to 120 mmcf per day. Five wells have 
been drilled to date. 

The company spent $54.2 million during the 
third quarter of 2007 and $282.5 million in Canada 
during the first nine months of the year. That's an 
increase from the $45.7 million and $141.2 million it 
spent in the same periods of 2006. 

Nickle’s Energy Group 
 
 

Murphy Oil Company Ltd. has received 
approval from the National Energy Board for a 
proposed 29-kilometre, 12-inch sweet gas pipeline 
that starts near its Tupper play in British Columbia 
and ends in Alberta. 

The natural gas pipeline is slated to start at the 
proposed Murphy Tupper processing plant about 
six kilometres southeast of the village of Tomslake, 
BC .It will extend to the proposed Brainard Lake 
meter facility on the TransCanada PipeLines Limited 
Alberta system, about 20 kilometres northwest of 
the town of Hythe, Alberta. 

Murphy expects the capital cost to be $23 
million and estimates the pipeline will last 30 years. 
Initial throughput will ramp up to 120 mmcf per day 
and capacity will be up to 240 mmcf per day. 

The pipeline has been designed to allow for 
additional gas. The company anticipates that up to 
two additional generic projects similar to its current 
Tupper land holdings will use available capacity in 
the pipeline, which will come from either future 
Murphy-acquired lands or future third-party 
supplies. 

The company has announced it plans to drill 30 
wells and spend $240 million this year on its Tupper 
play .The gas is sour but it will be converted at the 
processing plant. 

Nickle’s Energy Group 

MU R P H Y  O I L  CO M PA N Y  LT D.  

(Continued from page 7) 
gas to powering compressors, collecting seismic data by using satellites rather than cut lines and big 
vibrating machines. 

While the technologies increase costs by 20%, BP will still make money, Mr. McLeod said. 

The Noel tight-gas resource development, straddling lands accumulated over several years, is expected 
to receive final internal sanction in mid-2008 and is scheduled to ramp up activity in the third quarter. 

It has the potential to add at least 125 million cubic feet a day, up from 10 million to 20 million now 
coming from a dozen test wells. The $1-billion in spending would be distributed over nine to 10 years.  

 Financial Post 
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Land brokers again ranked 
highest in the Bulletin’s annual list of 
top spenders at land sales, taking 
the first nine positions with Scott 
Land & Lease Ltd. at the top for 
the 16th year in a row with 
expenditures of $750.5 million to 
acquire rights to 831,767 hectares. 

Second place went to Standard 
Land Company Inc.  which 
invested $378.76 million on 416,288 
hectares on behalf of unknown 
producers. The third rank was held 
by Landsolutions Inc. which 
acquired only 57,699 hectares but 
spent $175.78 million to obtain 
those rights at a high average per 
hectare price of $3,046. 

The highest ranked producer on the Bulletin’s list was Murphy Oil Company Ltd. which made a big 
move in British Columbia late last year by spending $224.6 million to acquire nearly 17,000 hectares in the 
Tupper play where it plans to drill more than 30 wells this year. 

Second place amongst producers went to Petrobank Energy and Resources Ltd. which dominated 
Saskatchewan land sales in 2007 with expenditures of $60.4 million on 26,253 hectares as it secured land for 
its big push on the evolving Bakken play.  

Royal Dutch Shell plc, which ranked second overall on the Bulletin’s 2006 list of top spenders, had 
another big year in 2007 buying rights to 20,677 hectares of Crown land for $41.47 million. Shell was the 
second largest producer buyer of Crown land in British Columbia in 2007, spending $38.37 million on 
15,045 hectares. 

In British Columbia, Murphy headed the list followed by Royal Dutch Shell, Talisman Energy Inc. ($4.9 
million on 5,522 hectares) and ConocoPhillips Canada Limited ($3.6 million on 4,723 hectares). 

Nickle’s Energy Group 

LA N D B RO K E R S  T O P SP E N D E R S  

Energy 

EnCana Event Centre 
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Tourism 

The tourism industry is about to take centre stage as the City of Dawson Creek prepares to open the 
doors of the EnCana Events Centre which is an integral component of the South Peace Community 
Multiplex. 

This investment will create career advancement opportunities for two Northeastern BC tourism industry 
professionals.  The City of Dawson Creek, Tourism Dawson Creek and the Northern Rockies Alaska Highway 
Tourism Association (NRAHTA) are pleased to announce that Dustin Bodnaryk, Marketing Coordinator for 
NRAHTA will replace Ryan MacIvor as Tourism Development Coordinator for Tourism Dawson Creek.  Dustin 
is a graduate of Malaspina University-College, with a Bachelor degree in Tourism Management. 

Global Spectrum is delighted with Ryan MacIvor’s decision to accept the position of Assistant General 
Manager for the EnCana Events Centre.  Since 2001, Ryan has fulfilled the role of Tourism Development 
Coordinator for Tourism Dawson creek and brings to the new position a strong academic background and a 
diverse range of achievements in the tourism industry. 

Northern Rockies Tourism Association News Release 

I N V E S T M E N T  I N  T O U R I S M PROV I D E S  
ADVA N C E M E N T  

50T H AN N I V E R S A RY  CE L E B R AT I O N S  
While the anniversary of Dawson Creek might not be on the minds of Dawson 

Creek residents, a 50th Anniversary Committee has invested many hours planning a 
year of events they hope will provide good memories in the next 50 years. 

With Mayor Kruk as the chair of the committee, a group of volunteers has 
provided input and suggestions which have been combined with those of city staff 
who have gone off to implement the suggestions. 

While there won’t be one big homecoming event planned for the year, Ryan MacIvor, a 50th 
Anniversary Committee member, says families and organizations are being asked to meet according to their 
own schedule.  He says if they choose any of the major events to hold their reunion around in 2008, it will 
help them build. 

The city and the organizing committee is using www.dawsoncreek2008.ca as its primary source of 
getting information out.  MacIvor says it is also a way local people can send text message invitations to 
former residents and invite them back.  It’s also the place any events attached to the anniversary will be 
posted. 

It was in 1957 that community leaders felt it was time to take the step of having Dawson Creek named 
an official city and after much work it became a reality on January 1, 1958.   

Kruk says even though much has changed in 50 years, the common thread with today is people want to 
look back at the past but celebrate successes.  “I think that’s what our 50th Anniversary is about.” 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

http://www.dawsoncreek2008.ca
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DVD / Book:  Council has approved the production of 3,000 copies of a coffee table photo book to 
commemorate the 50th anniversary of the city.  The book will trace the pioneer history of the city and its 
place in the history of the Peace Region. 

Launch Party:  The Launch Party to introduce the book and DVD will take place at Unchagah Hall in April. 

Dawson Creek Song:  An original soundtrack and Dawson Creek theme song by Solar Peace Recordings and 
local artists will be a further highlight of the DVD. 

Coat of Arms:  The first draft of the City of Dawson Creek’s new coat of arms has been approved by the 
Heritage Commission. 

Flag:  A new City flag has been drafted in conjunction with the Coat of Arms. 

Chains of Office:  The Mayor’s Chains of Office will be designed and presented to the Mayor. 

Official Community Flower:  The selection committee has chosen the official community flower. 

Postmark:  An official 50th Anniversary postmark has been designed and an application will be made to the 
local post office to use on outgoing mail. 

City Leader reunion:  The City of Dawson Creek will be using the hospitality tent  at the 2008 Fall Fair & 
Rodeo as a venue to invite back past and current mayors, councillors, regional, provincial and federal 
political representatives, VIPs, city leaders and other individuals who have been key in the development 
of Dawson Creek as a city. 

Community Heritage Day at Pioneer Village:  In conjunction with the Mile Zero Park Society, a Community 
Heritage Day will be staged at Mile Zero Park.  Entertainment and activities to reflect our past will be 
featured. 

Dawson Creek Photo Exhibits:  12 framed photographs will be mounted and exhibited in the existing photo 
display area of the Museum and Mile Zero Park Visitor Centre. 

Murals:  The South Peace Arts Society has contracted Shelley Mowat to continue the historic themed mural 
program in the City. 

50th Anniversary Photo Contest:  Submissions for photos celebrating the 50th anniversary of the city are 
being requested.  Fifty of the photos will be chosen to be printed on canvas and be on exhibit at the DC 
Art Gallery in February.  The photographs will then be on display in public buildings throughout the 
community.  Twelve pieces will be chosen for a commemorative calendar to be available for 2008. 

50 Events in 50 Weeks:  Each event will be themed to tie in with the 50th Anniversary and use the logo to 
promote the event.  

Promotional Items:  50th Anniversary pins have been ordered and will be available for events.  

Grants:  Council has allocated $50,000 available to community groups for 50th Anniversary projects/events.  
Guidelines for the grants will be developed by the Committee. 

50 Trees:  Trees will be ordered and planted along 10th Street beginning at 102 Avenue.  Businesses will be 
asked to sponsor a tree and a grate/plaque will be placed with the tree to recognize their contribution. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

Tourism 

50T H AN N I V E R S A RY  PRO J E C T S  
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Agriculture 

PE AC E  CO U N T RY  B E E F  CO N G R E S S  
The Peace Country Beef Congress held in the Lakota Agri-Centre was a success by all counts. 

All 40 trade booths were sold out, 16 cattle were entered in the Cattlemen’s Choice Bull Contest, almost 
60 4-H members took part in the Beef Bowl and 34 farms were represented in the exclusively Peace Country 
celebration of everything beef. 

The Mirror 

Photo by E. Mayoh 
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City News 

D A W S O N  C R E E K ,  P O U C E  C O U P E  &  R U R A L  S O U T H  P E A C E  

Dawson Creek’s assessment roll increased from approximately $1.0 billion last year to $1.24 billion this 
year; the residential portion increased from approximately $632.8 million to $755.6 million.  Pouce Coupe’s 
assessment roll increased from approximately $46.7 million last year to $54.1 million this year; the residential 
portion increased from approximately $38 million to $43.1 million.  This growth reflects changing market 
values for many properties but also includes new subdivisions, zoning changes and new construction. 

BC Assessment News Release 

AS S E S S M E N T S  R I S E  — NE BC 

Northeastern property owners can expect significant increases in 
their assessments again this year.  Most of the region’s 65,000 property 
owners will see increases, some over 50%. 

BC Assessment has estimated the steepest increases will be to 
commercial and light industrial property in the Fort St John area, rising 
40-60% there.  Dawson Creek commercial increases are expected to be 
35-40% and those in Chetwynd, 20-30%.  Similar properties in Fort 
Nelson are expected to increase 2-10%. 

Residential increases in Chetwynd are expected to be 20-30%; Fort 
St John, Taylor, Hudson’s Hope and rural North Peace, 15-25%; Dawson 
Creek, Pouce Coupe and rural South Peace 15-20%, and Fort Nelson 
and surrounding areas, 2-10%. 

The Peace River assessment roll increased from about $11.0 billion 
last year to $12.7 billion; the petroleum industries portion went from 
$3.3 billion to $3.6 billion. 

Northeast News 

Value of an average single-
family home in the Northeast  

Pouce Coupe $131,000 

Hudson’s Hope $141,500 

Rural Fort Nelson $144,300 

Rural Dawson Creek $152,000 

Tumbler Ridge $172,900 

Chetwynd $188,600 

Dawson Creek $194,300 

Taylor $219,300 

Fort Nelson $222,500 

Fort St John $278,300 

Rural Fort St John $297,500 

N O R T H E A S T E R N  B C  

311  T O  C I T Y  H A L L  
People in Dawson Creek will soon be able to dial 311 to access City Hall. Director of Sustainable 

Community development Emanuel Machado announced that the new 'all in one' service is now installed. 

"We can give a better response to concerns and track complaints by type and location," said Machado. 
Even though the system's primary benefit is to generate reports for the city, it is also good for residents. 

The information gathered allows the various departments to respond more effectively to the issues 
residents are calling about. 

This system, he said, is just beginning to be used in Canada with less than a handful of municipalities 
using it. It is more prevalent in the US. 

"Anyone in the city...even from a cell phone, can dial 311 and it answers at city hall..." It doesn't matter if 
the caller knows who they want to talk to or not. There are a lot of calls from people with questions, said 
Machado. 

There are still a few things to do before the system can be used but Machado estimated that the public 
would have access to the service by the end of March. 

Northeast News 
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City News 

SO C I A L  P L A N N I N G  
Sustainability is worthwhile because it changes the lives of people today and into the future and the City 

is taking that idea one step further with its social planning. 

It will attempt to address such issues as whether the community believes that housing or drugs is the top 
priority and whether getting youth involved in the community is more important than getting more medical 
staff into the community. 

The city has recognized that everything is related and have hired Social Planning and Research Council 
(SPARC) of BC, acknowledged leaders in social planning, to develop a social plan for Dawson Creek that 
would result in more than just another study. 

The year-long process started in August and will go through various stages of looking at the issues, 
resources and directions that impact the social fabric of Dawson Creek. 

A review of all the available information from existing studies or plans was started in October and 
included things like the community drug survey, youth audit, the Official Community Plan and the Literacy 
Now Plan. 

The first prioritizing workshop was held on December 4th and from that a list of key social issues was 
explored and the task of prioritizing was started. 

Some of the issues that were being looked at and that had already been identified by the community as 
important were: 

• housing and homelessness;  
• food security;  
• health and addictions;  
• youth and youth issues;  
• education and skills training;  
• crime and public safety;  
• childcare and early childhood development; and  
• community development. 

By cataloguing existing initiatives, programs and goals and by identifying the roles, responsibilities and 
mandates of various groups including the three levels of government, a clear plan that encompasses all 
aspects of the needs of Dawson Creek people will be delivered sometime around August 2008. 

Northeast News 

EN E RG Y  PL A N N I N G  
Energy planning and sustainability has cost the city relatively little in 2007 and 2008 plans are already in 

place. 
The total cost to the city for the operations budget for energy planning and sustainability in 2007 was 

less than $100,000, said Director of Sustainable Community Development Emanuel Machado. That was only 
a tiny portion of the city's overall budget and 2008 costs are estimated to be similar. 

The operations budget for energy planning and sustainability in 2007 was $210,000. Of that. $124,000 
was received through successful grant applications. 

There are over 20 energy planning files, all requiring education, coordination and implementation. Each 
energy type considered usage and conservation strategies. 

(Continued on page 15) 
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City News 

In September, city officials along with their counterparts in 62 other municipalities and regional districts 
signed a pledge to have their operations become carbon neutral by 2012 in a bid to fight climate change.   

The carbon in carbon neutral refers to the release of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere that 
accompanies the burning of fossil fuels and is a major contributor to global warming. 

One can become carbon neutral by bringing those emissions to zero, which is very difficult to 
accomplish in an oil-dependent society.  But reducing those emissions while at the same time by taking up 
more carbon dioxide, by planting a tree for example, is an easier way to attain carbon neutrality. 

In 2004, the City of Dawson Creek, through its Community Energy Plan, estimated it produced 
approximately 2,500 tonnes of greenhouse gas annually, with the majority of it being carbon dioxide.  Since 
then, that yearly output, with the help of numerous energy-conservation measure, has likely dropped. 

Regardless, all the best measures alone probably won’t be enough to meet the carbon-neutral pledge by 
2012. 

Emanuel Machado, the city’s director of sustainable development, said in all likelihood there “will be 
some residual amount that we haven’t addressed yet and that’s when you get into buying carbon credits.  
That’s your last option and those credits might include buying trees.” 

Because trees take in carbon dioxide, they’re referred to as carbon sinks, and thus result in a carbon 
credit.  Investing in a wind farm development, which produces emission-free electricity, could also qualify. 

According to the 2004 baseline, two-thirds of the city’s greenhouse-gas emissions were created by 
burning natural gas to heat water and buildings.  That’s been reduced in some places by using solar power 
to preheat water, and by bolstering some buildings’ insulation or upgrading furnaces. 

The next largest emission source was fuel for vehicles and equipment.  Since then, the city has 
implemented a right-size vehicle policy and an anti-idling campaign.  The newest addition to the fleet is a 
Toyota Prius, a gasoline electric hybrid car. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

CA R B O N N E U T R A L  

(Continued from page 14) 
"They are all directed at the goal of reducing our energy consumption, reducing our costs and, 

ultimately, contributing to a healthy community," said Machado. 
Ten identified goals will be refined as part of the next step in planning: 

• creating compact, complete communities;  
• developing an environmentally friendly,  
• community oriented transportation system;  
• increasing energy efficiency and use of renewable resources;  
• responsible and efficient use of water;  
• enhanced green spaces;  
• the encouragement of arts and culture;  
• fostering social well-being through health, housing and education;  
• encouraging participation in civic issues through open and accountable municipal government;  
• fostering economic development that supports the city's goals and increasing the reuse of resources 

and decreasing waste. 
Coordination of the various projects is planned to increase awareness of all the key issues and to identify 

and reduce areas of potential overlap. 
Northeast News 



Januar y 2008   - 16 - 

Education  

EN E RG Y  E F F I C I E N C Y  AT  PO U C E  CO U P E  S C H O O L 
The new Pouce Coupe School has several energy savings components and with an expected grant from 

School Community Connections, it will be the fourth school in the district to have a windmill and solar 
panels. 

McLeod Elementary was the first to have these energy sources which were installed two years ago.  
They were followed by the annex at Crescent Park Elementary and Tate Creek Elementary. 

In addition to solar and wind power, the new school has 20,000 gallons of underground storage 
capacity for rainwater that comes off the building.  The water that will be stored in two underground tanks 
will be used for irrigation and to run the building’s toilets. 

The lighting in the gym/community hall uses only 70 watts per fixture instead of the 400 required by 
more traditional fixtures and have the added bonus of creating better lighting. 

Northeast News 

M O R E  T H A N  A  S C H O O L  

The new school, in addition to having three classrooms, a kindergarten room and the administration 
area, has a library, computer lab and gym that will be shared by the community. 

The gym, when it is finished, will double as a 400-seat community hall complete with kitchen and stage.  
It is the same size as the old gym but this one is four feet higher to allow for basketball games.  The hall will 
be the last component to be completed, sometime in February. 

The kitchen has been outfitted with community donations and has some of the best technology 
available. 

The library and computer lab will be 3,500 square feet and has plenty of natural lighting from windows 
and skylights.  The lab is enclosed within the library and the inside walls have numerous windows so that the 
both the library and lab can be easily supervised by one person. 

The community component of the new school, which has no official name yet, can be locked off from 
the rest of the school providing security for the school without limiting access. 

The classrooms are bright and energy efficient.  Each class has it’s own heating system which is 
controlled by the teacher.  Carbon dioxide levels are monitored and when they reach a certain level, a fresh 
air intake opens and circulates healthier air. 

The classes are the same size as the old school, but have a few amenities that are new.  Each has its own 
sink, hot water and water fountain. 

The kindergarten room is the only class to have a door that opens directly to the outside, making it easier 
for the school’s youngest children to get breaks in the playground without moving through halls disrupting 
other classes.  Special cabinetry has been designed for that room that helps teachers to store supplies like 
construction paper in large shallow drawers. 

The outside has received the same kind of attention.  There will be a paved loop for buses but pavement 
has been minimized.  There will be greenspace wherever there can be. 

There are 80 students in Pouce Coupe Elementary and the new school will be able to deal with 125. 

The $4.7 million school will have all new furnishings that are already waiting in storage. 
Northeast News 
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Education 

Nine graduates from Northern Lights 
College’s Alaska Highway Consortium on 
Teacher Education (AHCOTE) program are 
ready to enter the workforce and eight of the 
nine are planning on staying in the area. 

AHCOTE involves theory studies and a 
number of practicums. 

The program is available at both the Fort St 
John and Dawson Creek Campuses and is a 
joint program with Simon Fraser University, 
Northern Lights College, School Districts 59, 60 
and 81, the University of Northern British 
Columbia and the Teacher’s Association. 

Northeast News 

N E W T E AC H E R S  ES S E N T I A L  SK I L L S  
PRO G R A M  

Northern Lights College has been developing a 
Workplace Essential Skills program for employers and 
has been talking to local businesses about what this 
means for them. 

The nine essential skills are reading text, document 
use, writing, numeracy, oral communication, thinking 
skills, working with others, computer use and 
continuing education. 

These basic skills are what allow people to be 
successful in their jobs and even employees with post-
secondary education often do not have adequate skills 
in these areas. 

Job educator Carole Taylor will be going into local 
businesses to assess employee skill levels by 
administering the TOWES (Test of Workplace Essential 
Skills) when asked to do so. 

For employers, the program can help establish 
more accurate job descriptions and hiring procedures; 
increase morale; and enhance communication and 
teamwork in addition to increasing productivity. 

The test can also be applied to job applicants, 
helping employers evaluate whether a particular 
person has the basic skills necessary to succeed in the 
position they are applying for. 

Employees can also benefit from the training.  They 
can anticipate higher rates of employment; better pay; 
increased self-confidence; access to education and 
social supports; transferable skills and improved safety 
conditions. 

Northeast News 

The Gwillim Lake Climbing Wall is situated 
on the School District #59 outdoor education 
facility, and it is now in full operation. 

Plans for the development of the climbing 
wall at Gwillim were first proposed more than 
six years ago. 

Construction of the wall took nearly five 
years, as money was raised and set aside for 
more and more work to be done. 

The result is a world-class wall that can fit 
the needs of the beginners, while challenging 
the skills of the pros. 

Over the years the Rotary Club has 
contributed significantly to the cost of materials 
and labour as the wall grew and so did the 
budget to complete it. 

Teachers using the climbing wall with their 
classes must be certified in the safe use of the 
harness, rope, knots and the wall. 

In the spring of 2007, the first teachers that 
wanted to became certified in the use of the 
wall. 

Since the climbing wall was opened for 
business, all classes using the site have been 
keen to 'take on the wall' to see who can reach 
the top. 

Northeast News 

CL I M B I N G  WA L L  

N E W SE N I O R STA F F  
Kathy Sawchuk will replace Bill Deith as 

Superintendent and CEO when he retires at the end of 
March 2008. 

Sawchuk has been Deith’s assistant since January 
2006. 

Allan Van Tassel will replace retiring Operations 
Manager Sam Barber. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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Education  

CO N S T RU C T I O N ST U D E N T S  
Residential Construction students from Northern Lights College have gained some real workforce 

experience during their time building the new terminal at the Chetwynd Airport. 
The class of 11 has been working on completing the interior and exterior of the structure, and 

anticipates their work will be done in February. 
In addition to completing the roofing, the students have been working on installing an interior vapour 

barrier in preparation for starting the interior walls. And they are installing a fire-rated roof, which 
necessitates the roof being dry walled before the interior is framed to allow a full firebreak across the 
building. 

Along with the work being completed by the Residential Construction students, the College's Plumbing 
students have also been busy on the jobsite. They completed the groundwork and installation for the 
plumbing of the building. 

Northeast News 

Job site experience is one, of the advantages available to graduates of the Heavy Equipment Operator 
program offered at Northern Lights College. 

The program, which has its next intake scheduled to start May 20 at the Dawson Creek campus, provides 
students with three weeks of classroom sessions, followed by 10 weeks working in the field on actual work 
sites. 

Graduates are trained to operate heavy equipment used in the construction and maintenance of various 
work sites. They often are employed by construction companies, contractors, public works departments and 
logging companies. 

The NLC program is certified by the Ministry of Advanced Education, and students are eligible to-apply 
for Canada Student Loans. The certification is recognized across Canada. 

During the three-week classroom session, students earn the required safety tickets. And this year, they 
will also have a day of training in conflict resolution to help them better develop their communication skills. 

When they move to the field, students receive up to 300 hours of experience operating a variety of 
equipment, including loaders, graders, excavators, bulldozers and any other equipment as required by 
sponsoring contractors. 

Work term projects have included oilfield lease building, road construction, trenching, dugouts, landfill 
reclamation, site prep for buildings, and demolition. 

During their work terms, students are exposed to the conditions they could experience in the workforce. 
The class is divided into two shifts, each six hours in length. And. if necessary, the students will work seven 
days a week in order to get the project completed. 

Students interested in enrolling in the program require a minimum of Grade 10 or equivalent and a 
clean driver's abstract. 

Northeast News 

H E AV Y  EQU I P M E N T  O P E R AT O R PRO G R A M  
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LI T E R AC Y  WO R K S H O P S  
Literacy isn’t just being able to read and write anymore.  It encompasses any skill that helps transmit 

ideas from one person to another.  As society develops more complex methods of communication, literacy 
takes on an even more important role. 

To increase the awareness of what literacy has come to mean and how the full range of literacy skills can 
be used effectively in communities, a series of workshops are being held in Dawson Creek. 

The Spirit of Literacy Day will feature a series of workshops (for parents, caregivers, learners, 
practitioners, tutors, employers, service providers and community members), networking opportunities and 
an exhibition / showcase fair. 

The event will feature Leona Gadsby as keynote speaker.  She is the director of community and adult 
literacy for the 2010 Legacies Now society. 

Other workshops include topics such as workplace essential skills, public education, supported 
childhood learning, making your message clear, movement and language, working with people whose 
primary language is not English and celebrating your contributions. 

Northeast News 

Education 

SU C C E S S  B Y  6  
South Peace Success by 6 has received a 5120,000 government grant to help them continue their efforts 

in preparing young children to begin Kindergarten. 
The provincial program was created when it was discovered children who are not mentally and 

physically prepared for Kindergarten, tend not to succeed throughout their academic career. 

When Heidy Kux-Kardos was given the position as South Peace coordinator in May of 2006, one of her 
biggest mandates was to bring other communities on-board to improve the area's education record. 

Jennifer Alexander took the position of Success By 6 coordinator for Chetwynd last September. A 
Tumbler Ridge coordinator will be chosen soon and they have already established a room at the library to 
run the program. 

In addition to hiring new coordinators, South Peace Success By 6 is involved in numerous community 
projects including a plan to create Munchkinland. 

"Munchkinland is a new initiative the school district is adopting," said Kux-Kardos. "It's basically a 
miniature town that's going to be built in one or two of the schools." 

The plan is to create a number of "stalls," each representing a different piece of a town to teach children 
how to live in a community. 

“One of the stalls might be a restaurant so the kids will learn how to order in a restaurant.  One of them 
might be a grocery store with pretend food.  The kids will buy (it) and then check-out at a pretend cash 
register,” said Kux-Kardos. 

Northeast News 
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LO U I S I A N A  PAC I F I C  D O N AT I O N 
On behalf of its employees, Louisiana Pacific donated $6,000 for a new hip positioner machine for the 

Hospital.  The money was donated from 50/50 draws the employees participated in throughout 2007. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 

Human Services 

H O S P I TA L FO U N DAT I O N 
The Dawson Creek & District Hospital Foundation recently held its donor appreciation night. 

The total dollar value of 2007’s donations will not be available until spring, however, the amount of 
equipment that has been purchased has made a huge difference in being able to provide health care ser-
vices for people in this area without them having to leave town to get care. 

Donations have paid for the refurbishing of the second floor patient units, baby bassinettes, infant 
warming scales, mom and baby stress monitors, cancer care wing renovations, equipment for the cancer 
wing, patient and staff friendly new beds, a new OR table, bed side tables, over bed tables, medication infu-
sion pumps, equipment for the diagnostic imaging department, a cautery machine, a colonoscope, a breath-
ing machine, a universal light source for all the hospital’s OR scopes, children’s opthalmoscope and stress 
mats for surgeons in the operating rooms. 

EnCana started the ball rolling for 2008, handing over $150,000.  Since starting to donate to the founda-
tion in 2004, EnCana has provided a total of $650,000 for Dawson Creek’s health care needs. 

One of the first items the foundation is hoping to get is an infant transport isolette. 
Northeast News 

ME D I C A L T E AC H I N G  S PAC E  
The Dawson Creek and District Hospital will receive $500,000 in government funding to transform 160 

square metres of hospital space into a teaching area. 

In the next six months there are plans to build a classroom, study space, lounge, a sleep area, and 
possibly lockers, Northern Medical Program students who must undergo two years of clinical-based training, 
or graduates who wish to enter family practice residency and must complete two years of residency training 
will be its primary users. 

The creation of the teaching space is largely due to a need to get new medical professionals thinking 
about practicing in the north. 

The Northern Medical Program was created in 2004 as part of the Faculty of Medicine at the University 
of British Columbia in collaboration with the University of Northern British Columbia. It's designed specifically 
to increase the number of physicians in Northern B.C. and encourage northern youth to think about a career 
in medicine. 

Eight of the impending graduates will continue on to Family Practice Residence Program, which will 
begin in July of this year, and will likely require the use of the new spaces at Dawson Creek District Hospital. 

The Mirror 
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Recreation & Leisure  
N O RT H E R N  BC WI N T E R G A M E S  D O N AT I O N S  

The Dawson Creek 2008 Northern BC Winter Games Society has received the following donations: 

• EnCana: $30,000 
• Everest Transport: $2,500 
• HiTech Business Systems: $3,000 
• DC Chamber of Commerce: $10,000 
• The Promo Shoppe:  $2,500 
• 2 Stroke Painting & Contracting: $3,900 
• Busy Bee Signs & Graphics: $5,000 
• Astral Media: $10,000 
• PC Oilfield: $3,000 
• Spirit of BC & Dawson Creek 50th Anniversary Committees: $7,000 
• JT Safety Training: $3000 
• Dawson Creek Rotary Clubs: $2,500 
• Foresters: $3,000 
• Dawson Creek Moving & Storage:  $2,500 
• Homer’s Oilfield Services Ltd:  $4,500 

Kenn Borek Aquatic Centre 
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