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www.dawsoncreek.ca 
For more information about the City of Dawson Creek, its 

inhabitants, lifestyle and businesses, please contact: 
 

Mayor Calvin Kruk 
City of Dawson Creek 

P.O. Box 150, 
Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G4 

Phone:  250-784-3616 
Fax:  250-782-3203 

Email:  admin@dawsoncreek.ca 
http://www.dawsoncreek.ca/  

Photo by E. Mayoh 
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Northeastern BC Unemployment Rates   
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

2003 8.9 8.2 7.1 7.2 6.7 7.2 7.2 7.7 7.9 6.8 6.0 4.3 
2004 4.4 4.2 4.6 5.0 6.3 8.3 9.0 8.0 6.3 4.7 —* —* 
2005 4.9 4.5 5.0 4.1 5.4 5.2 4.9 4.2 4.4 4.4 —* —* 
2006 —* —* —* —* —* 4.4 —* —* 4.2 5.2 4.9 —* 
2007 —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* 

In February 2008, the unemployment rate in BC is 4.1% and 3.5% in Alberta. 
* The unemployment rate for Northeastern BC has been suppressed due to high sample variance. 

2008 —* —*           

Services available are focused on Career Decision Making, Job Search,  Skills Enhancement, and Job 
Maintenance activities. 

JOB SEARCH & SUPPORT SERVICES 

 1105-103 Avenue 
Dawson Creek, BC 

250-782-8744 
Fax 250-782-8018 

http://www.jobsearchonline.bc.ca/ 

NORTHEAST NATIVE ADVANCING SOCIETY 

#101, 1508-102 Avenue 
Dawson Creek, BC 

250-719-0705 
Fax 250-719-0735 

http://www.nenas.org/ 

EM P L OY M E N T SE RV I C E S  

Employment 
March 2008   

B U I L D I N G PE R M I T S  
For the month of February 2008, there were 5 building permits issued.  Total value of construction is 

$1,378,750.  The permits were issued for two single family dwellings one renovation and two commercial. 

Year to date figures show there were 8 building permits issued.  Total value of construction is $1,958,750.  
The permits were issued for three single family dwellings, two renovations, two commercial and one institutional. 

Construction 

http://www.jobsearchonline.bc.ca
http://www.nenas.org
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Energy 

NUMBER OF WELLS 
DRILLED IN BC  

1997 583 

1998 652 

1999 627 

2000 777 

2001 882 

2002 646 

2003 1049 

2004 1213 

Oil & Gas Commission 

2005 1376 

2006 1416 

2007 899 

2008 359 

OIL & GAS SALES 

BC’s 2007 year-end total was 
$1.047 billion as 595,559 

hectares were auctioned off 
at an average of $1,758 per 

hectare. 

Total 2006 - $629.85 million 

Total 2005 - $533.99 million 

Total 2004 - $232 million 

Total 2003 - $646.68 million 

Total 2002 - $288.54 million 

Total 2001 - $439.47 million 

Total 2000 - $248.24 million 

Total 1999 - $176.17 million 

Total 1998 - $94.34 million 

Total 1997 - $211.70 million 

Nickle’s Energy Group 

British Columbia collected $152.47 million at March 2008 oil & gas sales. 
There were 89 752 hectares that sold at an average of $1,694 per hectare. 
That compares to $38.48 million in March 2007 for 38 628 hectares at an 
average price of $996. 

This brings the total for the 2007-2008 fiscal year to a record high of 
more than $1.2 billion. This is nearly double the previous record of $625.7 
million set in 2003-2004 and sets a historic-high fiscal average price per 
hectare of $1,863 that shatters the previous record of $984 in 2006-2007. 

Scott Land & Lease Ltd. paid the high bonus of $4.21 million and per-
hectare of $16,112 for the lease to the 261-hectare parcel at 16-79-15 W6M, 
south of Dawson Creek. 

A licence to one of 13 parcels in the Dawson Creek area drew the high 
per-hectare bid of $9,183 from Sandstone Land & Mineral Company Ltd. for 
all of sections 28, 29 and 32 at 81-20 W6M, northwest of Dawson Creek.  

Duvernay Oil Corp. is active in the area, with DOB records showing it 
and partners have a Saturn area outpost well listed as drilling at 6-5-81-20 
W6M. 

March 2007 - $38.48 million 
March 2006 - $20.27 million 
March 2005 - $18.45 million 
March 2004 - $17.60 million 
March 2003 - $35.22 million 
March 2002 - $60.18 million 
March 2001 - $31.00 million 
March 2000 - $15.48 million 

Nickel’s Energy 

MA RC H O I L  & GA S  S A L E  

As of March 25, 2008, there were 32 rigs drilling, 23 released and 2 
rigs prepped to spud. 

Oil & Gas Commission 

AC T I V E  O I L  R I G S  
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Energy 
A report prepared for the City of Dawson Creek sheds light on the potential for city residents to use solar 

energy to heat water, generate electricity and reduce the carbon footprint of the city. 

Prepared by the Pembina Institute, the Residential Solar Opportunities report looks at the use of solar hot 
water (SHW) and solar photovoltaic (PV) systems in Dawson Creek and evaluates the economic impacts and 
environmental benefits of roof-mounted systems in our Northern climate. 

Matt Home of the Pembina Institute, co-author of the report, is enthusiastic about the potential for Dawson 
Creek to become more self-sufficient using solar power. 

"When we compare Dawson Creek with some of the most solarized cities in the world, we find Dawson 
Creek has as good or better potential." 

Mayor Calvin Kruk, co-chair of the provincial 100,000 Solar Roofs Program and winner of the Solar Leader of 
the Year Award, welcomes the report and encourages residents to investigate solar opportunities in Dawson 
Creek. 

"We are making progress towards sustainability, and we need to keep the momentum going. Everyone can 
get involved by looking at green choices and making decisions that result in long-term benefits for themselves 
and the community." 

The report states that a conservative estimate of 60% of homes in Dawson Creek could install solar hot water 
systems. If that many households were retrofitted, over 2,190 tonnes of CO2 equivalent emissions would be 
reduced annually. 

In practical terms, solar PV panels in Dawson Creek could be expected to generate 1,178 kWh per kW of 
capacity. This rating is considered good for a Canadian community and is higher than several of the world's 
leading solar countries. 

The report concludes there is a significant opportunity for reducing the demand for grid electricity and 
natural gas in Dawson Creek as well as the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  Although the costs associated 
with these systems remain higher than traditional sources of electricity, the City remains committed to 
supporting the principle of using renewable energy resources. 

More information on sources of renewable energy and practical steps towards sustainability, including the 
complete Residential Solar Opportunities report, can be viewed at the Sustainable Dawson Creek website http://
www.PlanningforPeople.ca or request information at Dawson Creek City Hall. 

Dawson Creek Daily News, Northeast News 

Canada Energy Partners Inc. has entered into a joint venture agreement with Crew Energy Inc. to explore 
the Montney/Doig formation on Canada Energy’s Peace River project and Moberly prospect in northeast British 
Columbia. 

Canada Energy’s lands are located in an area prospective for the Montney/Doig formation, which has 
recently gained market attention as a result of successful commercial results. 

The joint exploration program between Canada Energy and Crew Energy will cover 55 sections 
(approximately 35,500 acres) of lands held by Canada Energy. Crew Energy will operate the project and will 
earn a 50% working interest in the subject lands upon completion of the exploration program. 

The initial program is expected to consist of a three-dimensional seismic project over the majority of the 
Peace River lands and the drilling of five exploratory wells. This program will commence immediately and is 
currently anticipated to be completed by March 31, 2009. 

Nickel’s Energy 

CA N A DA  E N E RG Y  PA R T N E R S  

SO L A R PO T E N T I A L  

http://www.PlanningforPeople.ca
http://www.PlanningforPeople.ca
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Talisman Energy Inc. will be expanding its North American unconventional natural gas exploration in 2008, 
including 23 wells in the Montney shale gas play in Alberta and British Columbia.  

Talisman Energy Inc. will be expanding its North American unconventional natural gas exploration in 2008, 
including 23 wells in the Montney shale gas play in Alberta and British Columbia 

In the Outer Foothills, drilling has reached the point where the company is now nearly ready to commit to a 
long-term program. In keeping with its success based on technical and exceptional strength, Talisman will be 
looking to augment its unconventional gas teams as it moves forward in specific areas, most specifically in the 
shale areas. 

In the Alberta Foothills, the company set new production records in the fourth quarter of 2007 reaching 229 
mmcf per day in December with production from the area 18% above the fourth quarter of 2006 although 
overall North American gas volumes were down nine per cent to 855 mmcf per day due to the sale of non-core 
assets and third party shutdowns.  

Production also increased over the same period in 2006 at Monkman (12%) and Bigstone/Wild River (8%), 
which set a production record of 69 mmcf per day in December. In the Outer Foothills, a number of promising 
discoveries were made in the southern part of the play area, Talisman said in announcing its fourth quarter 
results. 

Talisman's midstream operations transported and processed 605 mmcf per day in the quarter. The expansion 
of the Cutbank complex was completed and on-stream by the end of the fourth quarter, resulting in a new 
record of 650 mmcf per day in the last week of December. 

Nickel’s Energy 

T A L I S M A N  EN E RG Y  

Energy 
March 2008   

The Parkland area in Northeastern British Columbia including the recent Montney discovery is the largest of 
Storm Energy Inc.’s core areas, with net production averaging 2,770 Boe per day in the fourth quarter of 2007 
and 2,080 Boe per day for the year. Production during the final quarter of 2007 was reduced by 200 Boe per day 
due to an unexpected cutback at a 3rd party processing plant.  

During the fourth quarter Storm was very active and: 

• Drilled five wells (5.0 net) with 100% success resulting in two horizontal Montney gas wells, two vertical 
Montney gas wells and one Halfway gas well.  

• Commenced production from the first two horizontal Montney gas wells. The first horizontal well 
averaged 2.5 mmcf per day in the first month (November) and is currently producing 1.5 mmcf per day 
while the second horizontal well averaged 5.0 mmcf per day in its first month (December) and is 
currently producing 3.5 mmcf per day.  

• Recompleted 1 well (1.0 net) uphole in the Halfway formation which has added current net production 
of 195 Boe per day.  

• Completed construction of the pipeline crossing the Peace River and connecting Parkland to the 
McMahon gas plant on November 3rd at a net cost to Storm of $2.75 million (as budgeted). The lower 
gas processing fees at the McMahon gas plant will reduce operating costs by approximately $1.5 million 
per year. 

The success of the fourth quarter program has resulted in current production from this area increasing to 
approximately 3,600 Boe per day, which equates to raw gas throughput of 21 to 22 mmcf per day. This has filled 
our facility to capacity and, as a result, a third compressor will be added and twinning of part of the gathering 

(Continued on page 7) 

ST O R M  EN E RG Y  I N C .  
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(Continued from page 6) 
system in the first quarter, 2008 in order to allow for further volume growth from the area. About 55% of our 
production is being sourced from the seven vertical and three horizontal wells producing from our Montney 
discovery. 

Activity in 2008 will include: 

• Drilling 18 wells (17.5 net) with eight horizontal Montney development wells (8.0 net) and ten vertical 
wells (9.5 net) targeting the Montney, Halfway and Doig formations. The first of the Montney horizontal 
wells was tied in at the end of January and in its first month of production is expected to average four to 
five mmcf per day. The second horizontal has been drilled and the completion with seven fracs is 
underway.  

• Installing the third compressor at our central facility in March to increase raw gas throughput from 22 
mmcf per day to 34 mmcf per day.  

Storm will also begin work to identify what is required to further expand or twin our existing facility in early 
2009 in order to ensure that production growth from the horizontal development program can continue 
uninterrupted. 

In total, $58 million will be invested in this area during 2008 (90% of Storm's total 2008 capital investment 
budget). 

The cost of the first three horizontal wells averaged $4.8 million per well to drill, complete and tie-in, with five 
fracs having been conducted on each of the first two horizontals and seven fracs on the third horizontal. The 
completion has been the largest component of the total cost, at $2.5 to $3.0 million per well.  

The upside potential in the Parkland area is significant, with our inventory of opportunities now totaling 38 
drilling locations which includes: 

• six vertical wells to complete delineation of our Montney discovery and two vertical stepouts which 
would expand the areal extent if successful.  

• three exploratory vertical wells targeting three new Montney features identified with 3-D seismic which 
will all be drilled in 2008.  

• 12 horizontal development wells in our Montney discovery.  

• 11 vertical wells targeting extensions to existing Halfway and Doig pools.  

• Four vertical infills to improve the recovery factor from the Halfway and Doig formations.  

• 11 recompletions on existing producing wells targeting the uphole Halfway, Doig and North Pine 
formations with most of these contingent on getting approval to commingle production with the 
current producing formation. The first of these will be done in the first quarter of 2008.  

In recent months, there has been considerable interest in the development potential of the Montney 
formation, particularly using multi-frac horizontal wells. This has been evidenced by land sale prices in the final 
months of 2007 which have been as high as $15,000 per hectare or $6,000 per acre in the area. Recent 
development activities and reserve recognition have been focused on Storm's 2007 discovery, which, based on 
drilling to date, comprises an approximate nine-section area. Storm's total land position on the Montney fairway 
is larger than this and totals approximately 90 sections with 15 sections added during 2007 through swaps, 
farm-ins and Crown land sales. The three exploratory vertical wells to be drilled in 2008 will help Storm further 
evaluate  undeveloped Montney acreage; however, the Montney prospectivity is recognized to be uneven and 
that the favorable results thus far will not be repeatable over the entire land position. 

http://www.stormexploration.com/  

Energy 
March 2008   

ST O R M  EN E RG Y  I N C .  

http://www.stormexploration.com
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Duvernay Oil Corp. continued its growth through the drill bit in 2007, boosting reserves and production 
year-over-year. 

Production volumes for the year ended Dec. 31, 2007 rose to 20,966 bbls of oil equivalent per day from 
15,806 BOE per day during the same period in 2006, an increase of 33%. Daily fourth quarter 2007 production 
volumes averaged 22,020 BOE, an increase of 21% over 18,230 BOE during the same quarter in 2006.  

Duvernay’s production profile continued to be natural gas weighted during 2007 with 89% natural gas and 
11% oil and liquids, consistent with the 2006 product mix. The decrease in crude oil production in the fourth 
quarter over the same quarter in 2006 was due to dispositions, offset with the growth in natural gas liquids via 
rising gas production. 

During 2007, Duvernay drilled 94 gross (75.1 net) wells, resulting in 84 gas wells, seven oil wells and three 
suspended or abandoned wells. The company also tied in 106 new wells during 2007. A reduction in both 
facilities (20% decrease) and land and seismic (73% decrease) spending led to better capital efficiencies as a 
larger percentage of the company’s capital program was dedicated to drilling activities than in prior years. 

The company reached 26,000 BOE per day in early March with the start-up of the Oldman plant. Duvernay 
has a further 1,500-2,000 BOE per day to bring onstream in its two core operating areas prior to spring break-up, 
leaving the company on track to achieve the full year production target of 29,000 BOE per day. 

The 2008 capital budget remains at $400 million compared to $498 million in 2007. This will allow Duvernay 
to continue with an eight to nine drilling rig program continuously through the balance of the year.  

The Company has entered into an arms length transaction with a private oil and gas company whereby 
Duvernay will dispose of certain assets on the East flank of the Peace River High for proceeds of $40.0 million. 
This transaction, involving approximately 625 boepd of Duvernay production is expected to close in early May. 

Sunset - Groundbirch, BC 
The winter program results at Sunset-Groundbirch have been spectacular with success in the Triassic 

Montney play and new pool discoveries at Saturn, West Groundbirch and Deep Groundbirch. Record BC 
production levels have also been recently achieved.  

The Company's first two Montney horizontals both production tested at gas rates in excess of 5.0 mmcfpd, 
two additional horizontals are planned for completion in March. Four successful vertical Montney gas wells were 
also drilled, completed and stimulated in the first quarter. Duvernay has an inventory of up to 500 future 
Montney horizontal drilling locations on the approximately 180 net sections of Montney interests in the greater 
Sunset-Groundbirch complex. The Company plans to drill in excess of 10 additional Montney horizontals during 
the balance of 2008.  

New pool multiple objective gas discoveries were made at Saturn and West Groundbirch and are currently 
being production tested. West Groundbirch will be further delineated in the second half of 2008 prior to facilities 
construction. A major pipeline project along the northern end of the original Groundbirch Doig gas pool was 
completed in the first quarter bringing six new wells at Worth and Saturn on-stream prior to Spring break-up.  

The Deep Groundbirch 2-10 Paleozoic gas discovery has production tested both sweet and sour gas from 
multiple pay zones in the Mississippian. The 2-10 well flowed sweet gas at stabilized rates of 160 e3m3/d (5.5 
mmcfpd) at a pressure of 9800 kpa from one of the sweet pay zones in the Mississippian. This significant new gas 
discovery is expected to be brought on stream prior to Spring break-up. Duvernay has a 100% working interest 
in the discovery and follow-up drilling after break-up is planned. 

http://www.duvernayoil.com 

Energy 
D U V E R N AY  O I L  

March 2008   

http://www.duvernayoil.com


- 9 - March 2008   

Energy 
The Montney unconventional tight natural gas play could provide a 10% to 15% boost to the current pace of 

spending in Western Canada within the next two years, says a new report by Tristone Capital Inc.  

Based on an analysis which identified key producers with land positions in the Montney and risked their 
prospective acreage, the investment banker says activity is expected to peak in 2010 with approximately 380 
wells drilled, up from about 76 wells in 2007 and an estimated 216 in 2008. 

Tristone acknowledges that a well count of 380 wells "doesn't move the needle" in a basin that is expected to 
drill between 15,000 and 20,000 wells per year for the next several years. However, the average drilling and 
completion cost of $3.9 million per well ($2.4 million for a vertical well and $4.8 million for a horizontal), is 
roughly 5.5 times that of the $700,000 price tag for the average well in Western Canada. In other words, "total 
spending is equivalent to 2,100 average wells."  

The Montney trend, a lower Triassic marine stratigraphic unit, is more than 200 miles long and 175 miles 
wide with varying reservoir characteristics and quality which leads to different production type curves, recoveries 
and costs per well. It extends from west-central Alberta (Kaybob) in a broad northwest-arced wedge to an area 
northwest of Fort St. John in Northeastern British Columbia. The focus has been in Northeastern B.C. where 
Tristone expects producers to have more than 200 producing horizontal wells on production by the first quarter 
of 2008. 

Borrowing from completion technology developed in tight gas reservoirs such as the Barnett shale and the 
Deep Bossier in Texas, Canadian operators are looking to horizontal drilling and fracture stimulation to enhance 
the natural permeability within the reservoir allowing for higher production rates. With the use of these 
technologies, Montney production has grown to 600 mmcf per day from 400 mmcf per day through accelerated 
resource capture and development, especially in Northeastern BC. 

The dramatic increase in land sales in the past three years illustrates the growing interest in the Montney. In 
the December 2007 BC sale, operators shelled out more than $260 million for Montney rights in four contiguous 
packages. While the largest parcel went for more than $6,200 per acre in the December sale, unit prices 
averaged $930 per acre in 2007 with a total land bonus along the trend of nearly $600 million, notes Tristone. 

Interest remained strong at the February sale in which 11 parcels sold for $43 million, or an average of 
$1,969 per acre, and the company expects continued strength at the March 26 land sale which has postings of 
more than 230,000 acres. In contrast, the average unit price for all Alberta conventional land sales in 2007 was 
$148 per acre.  

The Montney play is unique in that the source rock (rich in organic content) and reservoir rock (rock having 
sufficient porosity and permeability to store and transmit fluids) are contained in one unit, says Tristone. 

This combination, along with low natural permeabilities, has resulted in an over-pressured formation which 
has the effect of pushing water out of the system. "The resulting reservoir is gas-saturated and over-pressured 
(0.5 to 0.6 pounds per square inch), producing water-free natural gas with local amounts of condensate or very 
light oil being common, in Northeastern BC.  

Completion technology on the play is continuing to evolve as operators increase the number of fracs per 
well to nine at up to 200 metre intervals from the typical four-stage frac that yields five bcf per well in 
northeastern B.C. "What we are seeing is major players just pushing the threshold," says Theal. In the Basal or 
Lower Montney, the greater depth permits longer reach horizontal wells of approximately 2 000 metres. 

While production curves depend on the area, at Dawson, an unconventional Montney field on the BC side 
of the border, a 1 500 metre horizontal well with four fracs comes onstream at four mmcf per day to 4.5 mmcf a 
day with cumulative recovery of five bcf. Wells in the area have "long tails" on them, with daily production of 2.5 
mmcf after the first year and 1.7 mmcf per day after 30 months.  

The Montney formation stratigraphic unit is divided into an Upper Montney which is the very fine grained 
sand to silty shale that is being exploited at the Sinclair, Dawson Creek, Tower and Swan Lake strike areas and 

(Continued on page 10) 

T H E  MO N T N E Y  T R E N D  
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Work on the Bear Mountain Wind Park got underway just before Christmas after an amendment to the 
Environmental Assessment Certificate was approved, which allowed the use of overhead transmission lines 
between the towers and down the side of the ridge - rather than underground - and permitted the use of an 
existing road at the south end of the ridge. 

Logging and geotechnical work is now complete. Road building continues and design work for the final 
layout of the 34 turbines is now underway. The project, projected to produce 102 megawatts at a capital cost of 
roughly $180 million, was scaled back from 60 turbines, due to cost and technological improvements. 

Construction of the turbine foundations should begin this summer, with the components scheduled to arrive 
next spring. The project is still expected to be in service by November 2009. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

B E A R MO U N TA I N  WI N D PA R K  

Energy 
March 2008   

(Continued from page 9) 

the Lower Montney which is dominated by a much more shale-rich deposit.  

The exploited areas extend from Kaybob/Ante Creek into the west Peace River Arch areas such as Glacier, 
Knopcik, Pouce Coupe and in the Swan Lake, Dawson and Ring/Border strike areas in B.C. While all these 
reservoirs have been designated as Montney, "they are not created equally nor are they derived from similar 
geologic processes," Tristone emphasizes.  

Nickel’s Energy 

T H E  MO N T N E Y  T R E N D  

South Peace Community Multiplex 
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City News 

It seems the stage is being set to develop a 240-acre swath of agricultural land north of the city to feed a 
growing appetite for new residential property, albeit in a very sustainable fashion. 

The area, stretching west to east roughly from 17th Street to 8th Street, will be the subject of a 
comprehensive land use planning exercise to get underway later this spring. 

There's enough room to build close to 1,000 dwelling- units and swell Dawson Creek's residential inventory 
by 10 or 15 per cent, figures Emanuel Machado, the city's director of sustainability planning. 

However, the land, as of now, is in the hands of a handful of property owners and is also part of the 
Agricultural Land Reserve, so it likely won't see development for at least a couple years. 

Machado said he's spoken to most of the landowners and they seem keen on the idea to include developers, 
engineers, real estate agents, city staff and others in the planning exercise, which could include 50 to 100 
people. 

He added that the city, the Village of Pouce Coupe and the regional district approached the ALR about such 
areas when the groups drew up a comprehensive development plan a few years ago. 

"The ALR said, 'Here's what you're allowed to take out, but even to do that you need to meet certain 
conditions," Machado said. 

Those conditions include having an overall plan for each proposed exclusion, such as provisions for 
transportation, parks, housing and utilities. 

Dreaming up that plan is the purpose of the public consultation, known as a charrette. 

"So instead of each landowner going individually, at considerable cost, we have... decided to put together a 
project (where) everyone will meet (those requirements) together," explained Machado. 

"It saves a lot of money and also we learn other ideas that we might want to implement on the rest of the 
community," he continued, pointing out that there are still areas within the city that could be densified. 

"So what we learn there also applies to everything else we do." 

And, with the city on a sustainability mission, "You definitely have policies associated with our desire to 
reduce energy consumption, water consumption," said Machado. 

"Suffice it to say, it would be a green neighborhood," he added, but warned that many of the details, 
including the technical aspects, such as storm water management, are a long way from being decided. 

A kick-off get-together to set the stage for the meetings will likely take place next month, ahead of the actual 
two-day charrette. Machado said an initial draft report is expected before council sometime in the fall. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

PO T E N T I A L  F O R R E S I D E N T I A L  DE V E L O P M E N T 
N O RT H O F  CI T Y  
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Centennial Pool will likely be torn apart piece 
by piece later this year, but it could be awhile 
before any improvements are made to the site 
after it's levelled. 

The facility, which was shut down last 
summer after the Kenn Borek Aquatic Centre 
came on line, stands at a prominent corner at the 
edge of the downtown core. 

City staff met with a company that specializes 
in building deconstruction and got an estimate of 
what the job might cost and the work will now 
be referred to budget deliberations. 

With a final budget expected May 15, the job 
could go out to tender shortly thereafter.  

Deconstructing the pool means taking apart 
the structure bit by bit, as opposed to demolition, 
which would see it reduced to a heap of rubble. 
By separating the materials, it's hoped the city 
can re-use much of what is there.  

Exterior cladding could be used on other 
projects, while the steel roof trusses could be re-
engineered, possibly to build pedestrian bridges, 
explained Emanuel Machado, the city's director 
of corporate and sustainability planning. 

Other surplus metal could be used to repair 
equipment or fabricate items such as signposts, 
while the concrete could be used to shore up 
berms at the sewer lagoons. 

Machado estimated it would take about a 
month to complete the deconstruction. 
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New life has been breathed into a citizen-run Board 
of Variance in Dawson Creek. 

Volunteers Theresa Hunter, Dave Hamilton and Ryan 
Maclvor were appointed to the board by city council. 

The three-person panel, which will be independent 
of council, will deal with minor contraventions of local 
zoning bylaws, such as a fence or garage being too close 
to a property line, or a house that's in violation of a 
setback rule. 

"The vast majority of those situations arise 
inadvertently," said Jim Chute, the city's chief 
administrative officer. 

Many of the contraventions happened some time 
ago, but aren't caught until a homeowner tries to sell and 
a survey ordered by a mortgage broker reveals a 
problem. 

For example, a person might go to the board asking 
for leeway on a minor issue such as a fence setback that 
would cost thousands of dollars to fix, even though it isn't 
causing a problem for anyone. 

"It's meant to be citizen-based," Chute added. "One 
citizen makes a presentation to a panel of citizens to 
decide whether it really infringes on the rights of citizens 
around them. It avoids a lot of costly legal battles," Chute 
said. 

Of the three previous members, one died and two 
moved away, leaving an anxious group of newcomers, all 
under 40, with no experience in the field to take the 
reins - Hunter owns the Promo Shop, Hamilton manages 
the local Safeway while Maclvor is the assistant general 
manager at the EnCana Events Centre. 

Those day jobs makes the trio perfect for the task, 
which Chute said requires only common sense. 

"It's specifically anticipated that you won't be an 
expert in the building trades or real estate. Those folks 
have vested interests in the decisions. 

"This is a citizen's panel and it's supposed to be 
making its determinations based on what a common 
citizen would think about it. What would be the most 
acceptable thing if you were down at the coffee shop 
talking about it." 

All rulings from the board are final and binding on 
council and bylaw enforcement. Members may allow or 
deny a variance, or if it's too complex, send the matter to 
city council for consideration. 
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Education 
Dual Credit students enrolled in the Automotive Service Technician program at Northern Lights College will 

benefit from a substantial donation from Chrysler Canada. 

Chrysler provided NLC with a 2008 Dodge Ram 3500 Quad Cab 4X4, 6.7-litre turbo diesel, featuring BlueTec 
diesel technology. The list price on the vehicle was $61,800. 

The truck is now part of a fleet of vehicles on which Automotive Service Technician Dual Credit students can 
gain hands-on learning experience at the College's South Peace Campus. 

"This gives the students the most current technology to learn on. Technology is changing so quickly, it is a 
challenge to keep up. So, this is a very big addition for us," said NLC's Automotive Service Technician instructor 
Rick Hall. 

Jim Inkster of Inland Chrysler in Dawson Creek made the initial inquiry to Chrysler Canada on behalf of NLC. 
After that, discussions were completed between Chrysler and Jeff Lekstrom, NLC's dean of Trades and 
Apprenticeship. Inkster then picked up and delivered the vehicle to the College. 

Inkster believes in the importance of local Automotive Service Technician programs, and has three graduates 
of the program currently working at Inland Chrysler. 

"This donation will help get students experience and training on a range of makes and models of vehicles," 
said Inkster. 

The Automotive Service Technician Dual Credit program is one of two programs taken over by NLC on Feb. 
4. The programs had been operated previously in Dawson Creek by the British Columbia Institute of Technology. 

Students who complete the Automotive Service Technician program in Dawson Creek can finish their 
apprenticeship level training at NLC's Fort St. John Campus. 
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Sawdust, sparks and butcher knives flew as some of keenest students from around the region honed their 
trade at the annual Canada Skills Competition at Northern Light College (NLC). 

Skills Canada is a national program developed to encourage youths to think about careers in the skilled 
trades. 

The event brought 45 secondary school students from as far away as Fort Nelson and Dawson Creek to test 
their skills in welding, carpentry and culinary arts. 

Each student was given a blueprint, or in the case of culinary arts, a recipe, and had a set amount of time to 
complete the work. Projects continually took shape throughout the day while the one constant was the high 
level of concentration displayed by the students. 

The scene in the college's kitchen was not so different from many programs on the Food Network. Students 
were given a mystery ingredient much like The Iron Chef and given a certain amount of time to use it in a dish. 

The top performers of the day will have the option to represent Peace River in the provincial skills 
competition later in the year. 

Winners from that competition can then go on to the Canadian Skills Competition in May of 2009 and then 
the WorldSkills Competition in September of 2009. 

The first place winners from the competition were: South Peace Senior Secondary School's Nathan Haugen 
in culinary arts; North Peace Secondary School's Eric Nelson in welding and South Peace Senior Secondary 
School's Travis Torsti in carpentry. 
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Recreation & Leisure  
Today, more than ever, it makes sense to grow your own groceries. Living in an apartment or in a place that 

does not allow for sufficient garden space doesn't mean you can't have your own garden! 

The Paul Dampier Community Gardens allows anyone with an interest in growing their own flowers and 
vegetables to do so at a minimal cost. 

In past years, businesses, Church groups and youth centres have also come together to buy a plot in order to 
donate fresh produce to local food banks and soup kitchens.  

A garden shed, tools, water and hoses are available onsite.  

Last fall the gardens received a Wal-Mart-Evergreen grant which allowed them to buy $4,000 worth of 
topsoil and manure. The grant will also go towards establishing a labelled collection of indigenous flowers, 
plants and trees which will serve as an educational source for anyone interested in our local flora or in creating a 
natural garden of their own. 

Plots rent for $20 and measure approximately 20 X 30 feet. 

Visit the garden's website at www.pdgardens.com. 
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