
Dawson CreekDawson Creek
IN THE NEWS

Community
A SUSTAINABLE

FIFTY YEARS

1958–20081958–2008

FIFTY YEARS

1958–20081958–2008 www.dawsoncreek.ca

Shelley
Text Box
July 2008



Additional information may be obtained from the City of Dawson Creek’s website 

Centre of it all!
DAWSON CREEK

www.dawsoncreek.ca

DAWSON CREEK

FIFTY YEARS

1958–20081958–2008

FIFTY YEARS

1958–20081958–2008



- 1 - The City  of  Dawson Creek 

Table of Contents 
EMPLOYMENT _____________________________ - 3 - 
July              Northeastern BC Unemployment Rates 
                     Employment Services 
CONSTRUCTION ___________________________ - 3 - 
July              Building Permits 
                     Braden Road Roadwork 
                     City Hall Alterations 

ENERGY       _______________________________ - 4 - 
July              Canada Energy Partners 
                     July Oil & Gas Sale 
                     Number of Wells Drilled in BC 
                     Active Oil Rigs 
                     Shell Buys Duvernay 
                     Ensign Energy Purchases TerraCore Assets 
                     Bear Mountain Wind Project 

TOURISM     _______________________________ - 7 - 
July              Alaska Highway May Be Heritage Site 
                     Merger of Tourism Associations 
                     Room Revenues 

TRANSPORTATION _________________________ - 9 - 
July              Provincial Permit Centre 
                     South Peace Roadwork 

CITY NEWS   ______________________________ - 10 - 
July              Bus Shelter Improvements 
                     Pembina Recommends Wind Farm 
                     Get Home Safe 
                     Excellence Recognized 
                     Straw May Fuel Municipal Heating 
                     Chances Exceeds Projected Earnings 
                     Real Estate a Seller’s Market 
                     SolarBC Announced 
                     Dawson Creek Partners With West Moberly 
                     Ray Downie Memorial 
                     Time Capsule 

EDUCATION  _____________________________ - 15 - 
July              Venezuelan Aircraft Mechanics 
                     Aboriginal Bursary 

HUMAN SERVICES  ________________________ - 16 - 
July              Block Party 
                     Junior Achievement 
 

Photo by: Peace PhotoGraphics 

RECREATION & LEISURE  ____________________ - 17- 
July               Hockey School 
                      Swan Lake Improvements 
                      Northern BC Winter Games Legacy Funds 
                      Kenn Borek Aquatic Centre 
                      Summer Cruise 2008 
                      Hockey at EnCana Event Centre 
                      Quarter Horse Association 

Photo by Peace Photographics 



- 2 - 

The Dawson Creek Community Profile & 
Investment Guide and In the News are produced by: 

Dawson Creek Catholic Social Services 
1209-105 Avenue 
Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 2L8 

 

Photo Credits: 
C. Anderson, New Harvest Media 
D. Pettit, Peace Photographics 
E. Mayoh 

 

Cover Design: 
RG Strategies 

 

The Dawson Creek Community Profile & 
Investment Guide and In the News are filled with 
information and statistical data.  Although every 
effort was made in good faith to ensure the accuracy 
of information contained herein, Dawson Creek 
Catholic Social Services accepts no warranty nor 
accepts liability from any incorrect, incomplete or 
misleading information or its improper use.  For more 
information, please contact The City of Dawson Creek 
at 250-784-3600. 

 
Dawson Creek Catholic Social Services 

January 2008 

www.dawsoncreek.ca 
For more information about the City of Dawson Creek, its 

inhabitants, lifestyle and businesses, please contact: 
 

Mayor Calvin Kruk 
City of Dawson Creek 

P.O. Box 150, 
Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G4 

Phone:  250-784-3616 
Fax:  250-782-3203 

Email:  admin@dawsoncreek.ca 
http://www.dawsoncreek.ca/  
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Northeastern BC Unemployment Rates   
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

2003 8.9 8.2 7.1 7.2 6.7 7.2 7.2 7.7 7.9 6.8 6.0 4.3 
2004 4.4 4.2 4.6 5.0 6.3 8.3 9.0 8.0 6.3 4.7 —* —* 
2005 4.9 4.5 5.0 4.1 5.4 5.2 4.9 4.2 4.4 4.4 —* —* 
2006 —* —* —* —* —* 4.4 —* —* 4.2 5.2 4.9 —* 
2007 —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* 

In May 2008, the unemployment rate in BC is 5.0% and 3.6% in Alberta. 
* The unemployment rate for Northeastern BC has been suppressed due to high sample variance. 

2008 —* —* —* 4.3 5.0        

Services available are focused on Career Decision Making, Job Search,  Skills Enhancement, and Job 
Maintenance activities. 

JOB SEARCH & SUPPORT SERVICES 
1105-103 Avenue, Dawson Creek, BC 

250-782-8744    Fax 250-782-8018 
http://www.jobsearchonline.bc.ca/ 

 

NORTHEAST NATIVE ADVANCING SOCIETY 
#101, 1508-102 Avenue, Dawson Creek, BC 

250-719-0705    Fax 250-719-0735 
http://www.nenas.org/ 

EM P L OY M E N T SE RV I C E S  

Employment 
July  2008   

B U I L D I N G PE R M I T S  
For the month of June 2008, there were 13 building permits issued.  Total value of construction is 

$2,449,500.  The permits were issued for three single family dwellings, three duplexes, five garage/renovations, 
one commercial and one industrial. 

Year to date figures show there were 52 building permits issued.  Total value of construction is 8,211,811.  
The permits were issued for ten single family dwellings, seven duplexes, 26 garage/renovations, five commercial, 
one industrial and two institutional. 

Construction 

http://www.jobsearchonline.bc.ca
http://www.nenas.org
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Construction 
July  2008   

Alaska Hwy 97 & Braden Rd, 224 Rd to 251 Rd 
4.6 km & Braden Road Intersection 4.6 km 

Braden Rd Paving 224 Rd to 251 Rd 4.6 km and 
Alaska Hwy 97 & Braden Rd Intersection 
Improvements Paving of 4.6 km of Braden Rd; 
Intersection Improvements at Alaska Hwy 97 & 
Braden Rd and Alaska Hwy 97 & Old Alaska Hwy 
7,000 cu.m. Type D Excavation, 7,200 cu.m. SGSB, 
9,100 cu.m. 25mm WGB, 12,500 sq.m, Geogrid; 
10,000t 16mm Medium Mix Paving 

BID RESULTS 
Peter's Brothers Constr Ltd, Penticton $3,920,713 
DGS Astro Paving, Fort St John $4,453,272 

Journal of Commerce 

Dawson Creek City Hall 
Proposed alterations to Dawson Creek City Hall. 

Scope of the work includes new lighting, air 
conditioning, and a new roof. 

Estimated cost $416,000  

PRE-BID 
Journal of Commerce 

B R A D E N R OA D 
R OA DWO R K  

CI T Y  H A L L  
ALT E R AT I O N S  

Energy 
Canada Energy Partners Inc. announced the start of production drilling on its Peace River CBM (Coal Bed 

Methane). Canada Energy has a 50% working interest in the Project. A drilling rig will drill five (5) new 
production wells, one after another, as part of the 2008 Development Program. The 2008 Development Program 
includes the drilling and completion of five (5) new production wells, the connection of three (3) existing wells, 
construction and installation of gas treating and compression facilities, a pipeline and connection to Spectra's 
(formerly Duke Energy's) transcontinental pipeline, and the initiation of natural gas production from eight (8) 
wells. 

The operator has completed the clearing of the pipeline right-of-way, the gas plant site, and the five drilling 
locations. Installation of the gathering lines to the eight wells is almost complete. 

Canada Energy expects gas sales from the Project to commence in Q4/2008. 

The Peace River CBM Project has 315 potential well locations (based on 160 acre spacing) on approximately 
50,188 acres located in the Peace River area near Hudson's Hope in northeast British Columbia. Since 2001 over 
$36 million CAD has been invested in the Project, with seventeen (17) wells drilled consisting of nine (9) 
production-tested wells, four (4) water disposal wells and four (4) core holes. A third party engineering report 
estimates the gross discovered resource on the Project to be over 2.3 TCF (trillion cubic feet) of raw natural gas 
excluding carbon dioxide. 

www.canadaenergypartners.com 

CA N A DA  E N E RG Y  PA R T N E R S  

http://www.canadaenergypartners.com
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Energy 

NUMBER OF WELLS 
DRILLED IN BC  

1997 583 

1998 652 

1999 627 

2000 777 

2001 882 

2002 646 

2003 1049 

2004 1213 

Oil & Gas Commission 

2005 1376 

2006 1416 

2007 899 

2008 509 

OIL & GAS SALES 

BC’s 2007 year-end total was 
$1.047 billion as 595,559 

hectares were auctioned off 
at an average of $1,758 per 

hectare. 

Total 2006 - $629.85 million 

Total 2005 - $533.99 million 

Total 2004 - $232 million 

Total 2003 - $646.68 million 

Total 2002 - $288.54 million 

Total 2001 - $439.47 million 

Total 2000 - $248.24 million 

Total 1999 - $176.17 million 

Total 1998 - $94.34 million 

Total 1997 - $211.70 million 

Nickle’s Energy Group 

The July sale of oil and gas rights in British Columbia resulted in a 
record-breaking $610.07 million in bonus bids, with five parcels west of 
Dawson Creek providing $482.6 million of the total. 

The five licences 45 kilometres west of Dawson Creek worked out to 
per-hectare bids of over $32,500 and included rights to the Montney 
formation.  

Further to the north, three lease bids of nearly $25,000 per hectare for 
$19.4 million were awarded in the Sunset Prairie area. 

Through seven sales this year, B.C. has collected a record $1.58 billion 
for 407 603 hectares at an average of about $3,881 per hectare - strikingly 
higher than the $164.43 million, 162 550 hectares and $1,012 a hectare for 
the same number of auctions in 2007. 

Standard Land Company Inc.’s bid of just under $156.84 million was 
the high bonus in Wednesday’s sale as the broker paid an average of 
$33,649 per hectare for the licence to the 4 661-hectare parcel covering 
portions of 78-19, 78-20, 79-20 W6M, west of Dawson Creek.  

The highest per-hectare bid was the $33,649 put up by Standard for the 
above parcel and by Cavalier Land Ltd., which paid $106.57 million for the 
licence to the 3 167-hectare parcel covering portions of 77-19 and 77-20 
W6M, just to the south.  

JU LY  O I L  & GA S  SA L E  

July  2008   

July 2007 $40.77 million  
July 2006 $19.15 million  
July 2005 $42.19 million  
July 2004 $21.96 million  
July 2003 $26.02 million  
July 2002 $29.48 million  

July 2001 $33.9 million  
July 2000 $27.8 million  
July 1999 $2.0 million  
July 1998 $5.1 million  
July 1997 $21.0 million  

Nickel’s Energy Group 
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Royal Dutch Shell plc, a major player in western 
Canadian unconventional oil, is aiming for a bigger piece of the 
region's unconventional gas picture with an all-cash offer of 
$5.9 billion for Duvernay Oil Corp. 

In its seven-year history Duvernay has been a spectacularly 
successful tight gas explorer growing by the drill bit in British 
Columbia and Alberta to about 25,000 bbls of oil equivalent a 
day. Among other achievements, the company was an early 
player in B.C.'s tight Montney formation, now one of the 
country's hottest gas plays. 

Duvernay owns 450,000 net acres, or about 1 800 square 
kilometres, in two large gas project areas, Sunset-Groundbirch 
in B.C. and the Alberta Deep Basin. Both areas are 
characterized by multiple, extensive, tight-gas reservoirs with 
long-life reserves. Duvernay owns and controls the gas 
processing and delivery infrastructure in both project areas.  

Shell, which Reuters ranks as the world's second-largest 
non-state-controlled oil and gas company by market value, is 
aiming for major Canadian growth. 

The offer will be subject to conditions such as acceptance 
by holders of at least two-thirds of Duvernay's fully diluted 
common shares. 

Nickel’s Energy Group 

Energy 
As of July 29, 2008, there were 70 

rigs drilling, 23 released and 3 rigs 
prepped to spud. 

Oil & Gas Commission 

AC T I V E  O I L  R I G S  

July  2008   

SH E L L  B U Y S  DU V E R N AY  

Ensign Energy Services Inc.’s wholly 
owned partnership, Ensign Drilling, has 
entered into an agreement for the 
acquisition of all of the drilling rigs and 
related equipment of Terracore Specialty 
Drilling Ltd. 

Terracore is a privately held Alberta 
based company with 12 specialty drilling 
rigs that are designed for coring operations 
used primarily in the oil sands industry. The 
Terracore rigs were newly built within the 
last four years and are also capable of 
conventional oil and natural gas drilling, 
coalbed methane drilling and the re-entry 
of existing oil and natural gas wells. The 
experienced personnel currently operating 
the assets to be acquired from Terracore 
will be offered positions with Ensign.  

The proposed acquisition of the 12 
specialty drilling rigs from Terracore and 
the experienced personnel that come with 
this acquisition will expand Ensign's 
capabilities to service its customers in the 
oil sands coring and specialized drilling 
markets. Upon completion of the proposed 
acquisition of the Terracore drilling rigs, the 
Encore Coring & Drilling division of Ensign 
will operate a fleet of 47 coring/drilling rigs 
in Western Canada, one of the largest 
fleets in this market segment. 

http://www.rigzone.com/news 

EN S I G N E N E RG Y  
PU RC H A S E S  
T E R R A CO R E  
AS S E T S  

http://www.rigzone.com/news
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Energy 
July  2008   

A group of Peace Energy Cooperative (PEC) members toured the site of Bear Mountain Wind LP recently 
to look at the construction underway on British Columbia's first wind park. 

The Bear Mountain wind power development is situated about 15 km southwest of Dawson Creek. Thirty-
four towers will be installed and, by the fall of 2009, will generate enough electricity to power the entire BC 
South Peace region with renewable energy. 

Roads and tower pad construction will be completed this summer along the ridge that runs through the 
local Community Forest. The area is used to graze cattle and for recreational activities such as hiking, trail riding 
and ATVing. 

Northeast News 

B E A R MO U N TA I N  WI N D P RO J E C T  

The Northern Rockies Alaska Highway Tourism Association (NRAHTA) says the first steps towards 
nominating the Alaska Highway as a heritage site have been made. 

"Thirteen communities along the Alaska Highway are working together on directives required by the federal 
government to make the area a heritage site," said April Moi, executive director for NRAHTA, at a Peace River 
Regional District meeting. 

Communities in the northeast will be doing inventories, choosing key historical sites, building a management 
framework and performing consultations. 

Moi said it will take time and effort to coordinate the communities and organizations involved, but capturing 
stories of the early construction and preserving key sites for future generations, visitors and residents, will be 
worth it. 

The process will take two years and the PRRD mentioned cost and federal approval as potential challenges. 

"Typically, the federal government designates persons, places or things, like birch-bark canoes, as historic...it's 
rare for it to designate something which is still in use," said Fred Banham, chief administrative officer for the 
PRRD. 

Banham said The Kicking Horse Pass is one of the only historic sites in B.C. still being used. 

"There is also the fact that the highway is inter-community, inter-provincial, and inter-owned. It's going to 
take time for the government to grasp this," he said. 

The amount it will cost to collect stories, do consultations and lobby the government is unknown and will be 
discussed at the next PRRD meeting. 

The next step for the PRRD and the NRAHTA is to bring all the groups involved together and create a 
collective vision for the initiative. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

Tourism 
AL A S K A H I G H WAY  MAY  B E  H E R I TAG E  S I T E  
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Tourism 
Community programs will benefit from the merger between the Northern Rockies Alaska Highway 

Tourism Association and Northern Tourism BC, says chief executive officer of NBCTA Anthony Everett. 

The announcement was made to the Peace River Regional District recently and will mean better use of 
tourism resources freeing up funds for community programs that previously paid for operational expenses. 

It isn't just the added funds that are on the table but access to a host of other resources like marketing 
specialists and the skills and experience of a larger number of people than were immediately accessible in the 
past. As an agent of Tourism BC, NBCT can provide a stronger relationship with that organization. 

The potential long term gains coming out of the Olympics, said Everett, is one of the main reasons this move 
was made now. The other factor that supported this move at this time was the rapid and consistent growth of 
BC tourism as an industry well situated and able to compete in the global market. 

The merger is expected to be finalized in August and specifics of how the new organization will look will be 
released in the near future, however, for local tourism offices it will be business as usual. 

Northeast News 

ME RG E R O F  TO U R I S M  AS S O C I AT I O N S  

Room revenues in BC continued to lose ground in March (-0.2%, seasonally adjusted). Kootenay (-7.3%) 
experienced the largest decline, wiping out all of the gains made in the previous month. Accommodations in 
Cariboo and North Coast (each at -3.1%) also had a less lucrative month, while revenues inched down in 
Mainland/Southwest (-0.3%) and Thompson/Okanagan (-0.2%). Northern regions led the province in growth, 
with Northeast (+5.8%) and Nechako (+4.3%) posting substantial increases. In addition, Vancouver Island/Coast 
(+1.8%) saw revenues rebound following a poor performance in February. Data Source: BC Stats 

BC Stats Infoline Issue: 08-27 July 4th, 2008 

R O O M R E V E N U E S  

Photo by New Harvest Media 



- 9 - July  2008   

Transportation 
Faster, easier, more cost effective commercial vehicle permits are now available province wide and all from 

Dawson Creek. 

The new Provincial Permit Centre was officially opened July 3, although its operation has been phased in 
since 2006. 

It used to take 15-20 minutes to process an application and now it's an average of six with many applications 
completed in two to four minutes. Since 44% of all those permits are issued in the North, and half of those, out of 
the Peace region, the choice of location seemed a good one. 

Currently the Centre employs 22 staff in office and the next goal is to gradually roll out online permitting 
over the next couple of years and that will mean that most of the permits will be able to be accessed online by 
businesses from their offices. 

The Centre's hours are 5 am-10 pm seven days a week, but there is also an emergency call line for the other 
hours providing virtually 24 hour access. 

Northeast News 

Construction is beginning on the Highway 97 truck-climbing lane project at Mile 6, north of Dawson Creek, 
to support economic growth and improve safety. 

Mile 6 was selected for upgrading because it’s the first significant uphill grade between Dawson Creek and 
Fort St. John. This $3-million project will also consist of intersection improvements, turning lanes and overhead 
lighting. There will also be widening and paving of the Reidell Sub 308 Frontage Road. 

The Mile 6 passing lane is one of the many road upgrading and rehabilitation projects to be carried out as 
part of a $36-million provincial investment in the South Peace district this year. Work also includes: 

• Resurfacing 31 km of Highway 52S between the elk pit and Tumbler Ridge  
• Resurfacing of six km from Azouzetta south in the Pine Pass and resurfacing 6.3 km on South Taylor Hill 

(segments on North Taylor Hill and Kiskatinaw Hill)  
• Crack-sealing on Highway 97N near Chetwynd.  
• Seal-coating the northern 28 km of Highway 52N between Highway 97 and Brassey Creek.  
• Expansion of the chain up area on the South Taylor Hill near Taylor.  
• Regraveling and seal-coating about 10 km on the Old Alaska Highway, near Taylor.  
• Ditching, brushing and gravelling along side roads in the North Rolla area (Dawson Creek)  
• Traffic signal installation and raised traffic islands at the 4th Street and Highway 2 intersection  
• Traffic signal installation at the 46th street and Highway 97 intersection in Chetwynd.  
• Upgrade/strengthen and improve drainage to seven km in the Briar Ridge Subdivision area, near 

Dawson Creek prepare for paving in 2009.  
• Widening/strengthening and paving about 15 km on the Boundary Road south of Dawson Creek.  
• Widening/strengthening 16.5 km and seal-coating another five km along Braden Road near Dawson 

Creek.  
• Upgrading about 15 km on the Old Edmonton Highway and Tate Creek roads south of Pouce Coupe.  
• Replacement of Tupper Bridge on Highway 2 in Tomslake, south of Dawson Creek.  
• Upgrading and paving about seven km on the Briar Ridge Road, near Dawson Creek.  

Government of BC News Release 

PROV I N C I A L  PE R M I T  CE N T R E  

SO U T H PE AC E  R OA DWO R K  



- 10 - 

City News 
July  2008   

Dawson Creek's bus shelters will be new and improved this summer thanks to a combined $144,880.00 
investment from the federal Public Transit Fund and the BC Public Transit Infrastructure Fund. 

The funding will allow the city to upgrade and expand the number of bus shelters to eight and install six 
new solar lights along the walking path east of 8th Street. 

The new shelters fit into the community's sustainability plan by using solar lighting to provide security after 
dusk, by encouraging the use of public transit and by having convenient recycling and garbage disposal. Also, 
six new solar lights will be installed along the Dawson Creek Trail to increase public safety without requiring 
power lines or electricity from the grid. The work will be done by September. 

Northeast News 

Dawson Creek could be the first Canadian city to create its own wind-generated power. 

A recent report prepared and presented to council by the Pembina Institute indicated there is good wind 
energy potential in the city, and the addition of a wind farm would bring Dawson Creek up to speed with 
municipalities in other countries. 

The Pembina Institute's report was completed using data from Dawson Creek's Peace Energy Cooperative. It 
has been collecting wind data in the area for several years and is also a partner in the Bear Mountain Wind 
project, which is expected to be completed within the year. 

The City’s next step is to present the findings to BC Hydro and find out how they can work together to make 
the most out of a wind project, including selling any excess electricity back to the province. 

The City also continues to conduct studies on solar energy and biomass opportunities and the information is 
available to anyone interested in renewable energy projects. 

Currently, only one percent of Canada’s electricity is being generated through wind power, which is low 
among developed countries.  Wind is also the fastest growing form of electricity generation in the world and BC 
is considered a prime location for wind farms. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

B U S  S H E LT E R IM P ROV E M E N T S  

PE M B I N A  R E C O M M E N D S  WI N D FA R M  

City council voted in favour of a new policy that ensures events approved to sell liquor will have coasters and 
brochures discouraging impaired driving on display. 

The designated driver program policy, passed by council Monday, will pair special occasion permits with a 
"Get Home Safe Kit" — a bundle of ICBC material warning the public not to drink and drive. 

Event planners will be encouraged by the City to place the items on display in beer gardens and tents. 

The Designated Driver Program Policy has been initiated across B.C. since 2002 and is expected to affect five 
events in Dawson Creek each year. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

G E T H O M E  SA F E  
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City News 
July  2008   

It's not about being perfect, it's about being the best you can, says Sharon Peterson, Dawson Creek's director 
of excellence and personnel development. 

The National Quality Institute (NQI) has awarded Dawson Creek with a Progressive Excellence Level II 
Award. 

To receive the award the city reached targets focused in the following areas: excellence in leadership, 
planning, citizen and client focus, people focus, process management, supplier/partner focus and overall 
organizational performance. 

They were recognized as being particularity strong in developing their vision; alignment between councilors, 
senior leaders, departments and individuals; client feedback methods; process for recruitment, selection and 
performance management; documenting key processes; engaging people in workplace management and 
continuous improvement and teamwork (within/between departments). 

"When they (elected officials) stand up and say this is what I believe in, then the staff can get behind that 
and support it," said Peterson. 

The program has encouraged city staff to be more aware of what happens within the whole organization 
and so they can think beyond their small part to improve the whole process. The city enrolled in NQI's quality 
program in 2006 and have been steadily meeting targets in the multi-step Progressive Excellence Program since 
that time. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

E XC E L L E N C E R E C O G N I Z E D  

Straw from grass seed production may soon fuel municipal heating systems if the City of Dawson Creek 
implements recommendations from a bio-fuels report. 

The report examined many waste resources and determined there is enough straw from local grass seed 
production and that it's available cheaper than the natural gas now used. 

Three clusters of municipal natural gas use were identified. The South Peace Multiplex, which uses about 
50% of all natural gas, the recreation cluster made up of the arenas and nearby schools, and the civic cluster 
encompassing the Fire Hall, RCMP Detachment, City Hall and the Provincial Building collectively use 40,000 
gigajoules of energy, equal to 2,500 tonnes of bio-fuels. 

One of the benefits is a savings in fuel costs estimated to be between $177,000 and $250,000 a year 
depending on which choice is made. 

In each cluster, a central heating system was recommended with the supporting infrastructure to produce 
and burn pellets. 

Other resources considered were other forms of straw, manure, other municipal waste, road maintenance 
and wood waste, however, either the resource was not easily recoverable or costs were prohibitive. 

Over the next few months, the city will look at options and work with the South Peace Economic 
Development Commission, who funded the study. 

Northeast News 

ST R AW  M AY  FU E L MU N I C I PA L  H E AT I N G  
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City News 
July  2008   

The British Columbia Lottery Commission's (BCLC) annual report indicates residents of the Peace love 
their gaming. 

Numbers indicated both Dawson Creek and Fort St. John Chances Gaming Centres have exceeded their 
projected earnings. 

"1 think in both cases B.C. Lotteries underestimated the amount of individuals who were travelling to Grande 
Prairie to wager and were now able to stay at home," Dawson Creek's chief administrative officer Jim Chute said. 
"So both the new centre in Fort St. John and ours which is now got a bit of a track record are exceeding 
projections B.C. Lottery has made for them." 

This is good news for Dawson Creek taxpayers as 10% of the net revenue from a casino, bingo or gaming 
centre is returned to the community in which it resides. 

Chute said in the previous year the revenue helped pay for a new RCMP officer, victim services and extra 
transit service. This year's revenue is earmarked for a second police officer among other things. 

The City of Dawson Creek was budgeted to take an $800,000 share from the gaming centre this year, but 
due to the above projected in earnings took $16,935 above that. 

"It all depends on the handle, meaning the amount wagered in the facility," said Chute. 

This is up from 2006/2007's share of $691,606 by $125,329. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 

CH A N C E S  E XC E E D S  P RO J E C T E D EA R N I N G S  

A boom in oil, gas and alternative energy is maintaining a sellers market for the Northern Lights Real 
Estate Board, while other B.C. markets experience conditions that favour homebuyers. 

In other parts of the province, low consumer confidence and unaffordable homes are slowing sales and 
creating a balance between housing demand and the supply of homes. As a result, there's less competition for 
homes available for sale, and homebuyers feel they have more time to shop around. 

But the Northern Lights Real Estate Board, which is based out of Dawson Creek, doesn't reflect the current 
market trend. 

"The market in the Northern Lights Real Estate Board is still strong compared to other areas of the province," 
said Bryan Yu, economist for the B.C. Real Estate Board. 

There were 13% more unit sales in the region between January and June than last year, whereas the rest of 
the province was down 21%. 

Yu said the reason is because energy projects are boosting consumer confidence by providing jobs and high 
income, keeping the demand for housing high. 

This type of market is giving sellers more power at the negotiating table and makes them less likely to mark 
down the price of their home. 

Blaine Nicholson, director of finance for Northern Lights Real Estate Board, agrees that the prices in the 
region haven't cooled off, and he forecasts another jump because of oil. 

The region is currently experiencing a jump in single-family home sales, which are up by 10% The cost for 
the homes is up by 11%. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

R E A L ES TAT E  A  SE L L E R ’S  MA R K E T  
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City News 
July  2008   

A first of its kind partnership between West Moberly First Nation and the City of Dawson Creek reinforces the 
environ-leadership of this region says chief Roland Wilson. 

The two have submitted a joint application to become one of five BC locations to be designated as a 'Solar 
Community'. 

Each of the five successful applicants will receive between $10,000 and $20,000 and assistance for 
marketing, training and solar policy development. 

Dawson Creek is a recognized leader in sustainable technology and has already demonstrated their 
commitment to visible support of solar hot water technology, one of the requirements of the application.  The 
City Hall and Fire Hall buildings have solar hot water systems and the RCMP building, arenas, yards offices and 
the airport are scheduled next. 

Northeast News 

All eyes were on Dawson Creek as the provincial government used the city as a springboard to announce a 
$5-million investment into SolarBC's solar hot water heater project. 

Dawson Creek received the solar recognition in part because of its pilot solar energy project. 

"Dawson Creek is a community leader in the use of solar technology and its target is to be a sustainable city 
focused on reducing the city's environmental impact," said Energy Minister Richard Neufeld from a podium set 
up in front of Dawson Creek City Hall.  

The $5-million investment is to encourage the installation of solar water heating in homes, municipal 
buildings, schools, social housing and First Nation communities throughout the province. 

The SolarBC project is part of a broader sustainable-energy strategy that the province hopes will help reach 
its goal to curb greenhouse gas emissions by 33% by 2020, 

Dawson Creek was the first municipality to take advantage of SolarBC's Solar Communities project. The goal 
of the project is to have a total of five solar communities to act as an example for other communities in the 
province. 

"My thanks to Mayor (Calvin) Kruk and all the staff who've worked with us really closely so that we can see 
how a community can develop solar and make it part of their community," said Solar BC's executive director 
Nitya Harris. "I look forward to a big solar revolution in BC." 

The City of Dawson Creek has partnered with West Moberly First Nations on the solar energy project and 
Chief Roland Willson opened the event by asking if those in attendance to move from the tent set up on the 
lawn in front of city hall and stand in the sun. 

"What you're feeling right now are the rays of the sun," he said. "They've been harnessing the energy of the 
sun for generations. What we're here today to talk about is the ability to move that even more forward." 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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The grounds of City Hall will soon have the 
addition of a bench commemorating the life and 
service of the late Ray Downie. 

Downie served as city alderman from 1984 to 1994 
and although the family said they considered other 
locations, Downie's tremendous dedication, pride and 
service were all focused on Dawson Creek and City Hall 
seemed most appropriate. 

Downie was born, lived and died in Dawson Creek. 
In between, he raised two sons, operated two 
businesses here, donated his time and energy in 
volunteering and generally "always thought of others 
first'. 

"I think that to put another bench here is a really 
good idea and respectful," said Mayor Calvin Kruk. "It 
honours the work Ray's done for the city." 

There is already a bench dedicated to a city 
employee on the grounds and this addition will be 
incorporated into the overall plan that staff is 
developing for the location. 

Prominent citizens have been recognized in a 
variety of ways throughout the city in the past and last 
summer, council discussed creating a policy for these 
requests but that has not been completed yet. 

Northeast News 

City Council decided to move the Centennial Pool time capsule to the trophy case at the new Ken Borek 
Aquatic Centre. The capsule was buried when Centennial Pool was opened in 1967 and was scheduled to be 
reopened after 50 years. Since there is still a few years to go until 2017, the Aquatic Centre will house the 
capsule until is it opened at that time. The number of visitors going through the Aquatic Centre prompted staff 
to recommend that location over others they considered. 

Northeast News 
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Education 
A second group of Venezuelan aircraft mechanics recently completed a two-week training session at 

Northern Lights College. 

The mechanics, from the ministry of transportation based in Caracas, attended the Dawson Creek Campus 
for training on the Bell 206 helicopter. 

The first group of students from Venezuela completed training in Dawson Creek in November. The most 
recent group of students included two high-ranking company officials — the director of maintenance and the 
quality assurance manager. 

Andy Cole, chair of the Aircraft Maintenance Engineering (AME) program at NLC, said that this session was 
educational for the College, as well. Venezuelan officials found out about the AME program at NLC on the 
Internet, and Cole is hoping that programming opportunities will continue to develop. 

The AME program at the College was started in 1982. NLC offers training on three helicopters and various 
engines, as well as online electrical courses. 

The basic training program is 15 months, followed by the equivalent of a two and a half year apprenticeship 
towards achieving a federal license. The course completed by the Venezuelan students had a minimum 
prerequisite that each student already possessed a mechanic's license. 

For more information on the AME program, go to www.nlc.bc.ca. 
Northeast News 

Aboriginal students who enroll in pre-apprenticeship programs at Northern Lights College can apply for a 
new bursary offered by Skills Canada BC. 

The Skills Canada BC Aboriginal Bursary, funded by the Industry Training Authority, will be distributed to 14 
colleges across BC. 

A total of $15,000 in bursaries is available to aboriginal students enrolling at NLC in Foundation Trades 
training programs starting in September or later. Bursaries will be awarded as qualified applications are received. 

The goal of this bursary is to reduce barriers for aboriginal students entering Foundation Trades training 
programs. 

NLC offers the following Foundation trades training programs: Aircraft Maintenance Engineering, 
Automotive Service Technician, Carpentry, Electrician, Heavy Duty/ Commercial Transport Technician, Industrial 
Instrument Mechanic, Millwright, and Plumber. 

The bursary covers the cost of tuition, text books and personal safety equipment required by the Foundation 
program. Each student may apply for a maximum of $5,000. At NLC, applications will be coordinated by the 
Northern Lights College Foundation. 

Northeast News 
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Human Services 
Safe communities have to start somewhere and what better place than by getting to know the neighbours 

says Drug Free Dawson Creek's Jane Harper. 

"It starts by building relationships, and then one person starts to watch out for another person," she 
explained, and to that end, Drug Free DC has planned several "block parties" in areas they feel may benefit from 
residents getting together for a barbeque and getting out and meeting the people that live around them. 

By strengthening neighbourhood ties, the hope is that people will get to know who lives near them making 
it easier to notice if something is out of place. 

The first event was held from June 4 at the Alliance Building lot. The youth from YO360 took invitations out 
to all the area's residents and so they started by making it personal and that approach seemed to pay off with 
over 150 people showing up in the first hour. 

Organizers said they were very happy with the response. Drug Free DC gave out balls that children were 
quick to run off and play with. The YO360 youth greeted people as they arrived and it looked and sounded like a 
celebration. Adults chatted and the Dawson Creek Rotary Club provided the barbecue that kept everyone fed. 

Northeast News 

Kids will get a chance to run their own business this summer. The Kiwanis Enterprise Centre is putting on the 
Junior Achievement Program for students eight to 14-years-old who might be interested in becoming the area's 
newest batch of entrepreneurs. 

"The idea is that they will make all the decisions with guidance from me when they need it," said program 
coordinator Carmen Fischer. 

The group will be split into five teams, each of which will be responsible for one aspect of business 
development. Teams will target sales, merchandising, promotion, set-up and bookkeeping and the lessons will 
guide them from starting a business plan to review how well they did at the end of the program. 

The class will exhibit and sell their product at the fall fair and again the week following that at the farmers' 
market. Any profit will go back into the community, explained Fischer, but she can't say who will get the 
money — that will be one of the things the group will need to decide. 

"This will give chance to learn how to have their own business so they can have the chance to be more than 
an employee," said Fischer. Local business people have volunteered to mentor the students but more would be 
welcome to come and pass along their experience and knowledge to the participants. 

Students will learn skills that could be used to help them establish successful businesses in their future but 
could also be applied to other things they get involved with if they decide business is not for them. 

The program is designed to promote teamwork, trust, planning and organizational skills within the 
framework of a business and stresses the importance of working well with others to create success. 

Games and other activities will reinforce the concepts presented to the participants so Fischer said she is 
confident the kids that want to take part will have a lot of fun as well as learning something valuable. 

The federally funded program will run through the months of July and August. 
Northeast News 
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Recreation & Leisure 
The local hockey school, slated for Aug. 18-22, is an ideal way for players, whether rep or house, to jump-

start the minor hockey season. 

"It has been a pretty good kick-off for kids going into try-outs in September and it ties in well with the hockey 
events that are starting in the community beginning on the 27," said Dawson Creek Minor Hockey Association 
president Mike Readman. 

Readman was also referring to the four days of Jr. A exhibition games involving a couple of teams from B.C. 
and one from Alberta being played at the EnCana Events Centre Aug 27-30 that will follow after the traditional 
hockey camp at the Memorial Arena. 

Each year 100-150 players from throughout the Peace Country sign up for five days of hockey training in 
what has become one of the most popular camps in the area. 

Kip Noble and Dustin Kersey will run this year's camp. Both star forwards have played with local senior teams 
and also been members of teams overseas. Longtime volunteer Wes Armstrong will coach the goaltenders. 

The camp runs all day and includes two 75-minute ice sessions a day as well as dry-land training, off-ice 
conditioning, video sessions when skating, shooting and passing will be reviewed and team strategy sessions. 
Lunch is provided. There is also a special goalie session available for netminders. 

The instructor-to-student is about 1:5. Along with Armstrong, and Kersey, the school uses adult coaches as 
well as rep players from the midget or junior ranks, many who have through the school before and have 
returned as instructors. 

A four-on-four tournament will take place shortly after the camp on the weekend of Aug 23-24. 

As well, each evening after the main camp there will be a midget conditioning camp. 

Anyone wanting more information on the camps can visit the association’s website at www.dcmha.ca. 

In other news from the Dawson Minor Hockey Association, there are several new board members and two 
new members on the four-person executive. 

Kirk Fynn is the new vice-president of administration and Lauralee Cooper the vice-president of publicity. 1an 
Stair is the vice-president of operations/head coach and Readman remains president. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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Continued investment has reinvigorated attendance at Swan, Lake just two years after a fish kill threatened 
the provincial park's biggest draw. 

Fishing has since bounced back with walleye being the only remaining fish species on catch and release, but 
added facilities and continued upgrades have had a positive effect on the park's draw, which can number in the 
thousands from June through August. 

Last year a playground was added, additional camping pads created, and improvements were made to the 
waterfront. 

The improvements will continue now that the B.C. government has announced an investment of $11 million 
to improve nine provincial parks, including Swan Lake 

One of the biggest improvements will be an upgrade to the pressurized water system. 

There will also be the addition of a type-1 shelter, which is a two-sided information area. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 

SWA N  LA K E  I M P ROV E M E N T S  

http://www.dcmha.ca


- 18 - 

Visiting athletes are long gone but the venues are anything but quiet. Sports activities are still very apparent 
in Dawson Creek and local athletes will gain more than just memories from the Northern BC Winter Games. 

Surplus funds, much of which will return to the community itself, are being estimated at $100,000, says chair 
Charlie Parslow. 

He and fellow board member Richard Powell presented a report to council covering the highlights, 
challenges and next steps for the 2008 NBCWG. One of the biggest next steps is for the mayor to form a 
committee to determine who will get the Legacy Fund. 

While they report that financial matters are still being wrapped up and the books need to be sent for audit 
prior to a final tally, the Legacy Fund from this year's games is substantial. 

"It's entirely due to the support of the community and its organizations," said Parslow. After the required 40% 
is sent to the provincial organizers, the remaining $60,000 available to the community for projects provides 
ample opportunities for community organizations to benefit from the games. 

"Not all of it goes to sports (projects)," said Powell. There is a stipulation that a percentage of the legacy goes 
toward arts projects as well. 

The mayor will convene a committee immediately to determine who and what will be eligible for financial 
awards and subsequently, evaluating applications. 

The substantial legacy of cash, equipment and experience left in the wake of the event was among the 
reasons Parslow suggested to council members that Dawson Creek might consider hosting the BC Summer 
Games. 

Details on the Legacy Fund grant applications are expected to be released to the public in the near future. 
Northeast News 
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The Kenn Borek Aquatic Centre is busy with swim lessons, school and public, fitness programs, drop-in 
programs, and general public swims for our community and the surrounding area. 

Parks and Rec staff have been working with the Seals Swim Club to develop pool time for their program, as 
well as pool time for swim lessons and the general public. This includes an exciting new partnership with the 
Seals Swim Club to teach their Pups program. 

Public served at the Kenn Borek Aquatic Centre 

Pool attendance for April (30 days) was 12,873 with 
an average of 429.1 patrons per day — compared to last 
month of 302.2 patrons per day. 

Attendance: 

 

 

 

 

The overall attendance at the Kenn Borek pool from September 8,2007 - April 30,2008 was 76,272 

Attendance has increased at Kenn Borek by 57.5%, compared to the Centennial Pool attendance over the 
same comparable months from January to April (2007-2008). 

City of Dawson Creek City Scenes 

 Centennial 
Pool 2007 

Kenn Borek Aquatic 
Centre 2008 

January: 4,120 11,155 

February:  4,214 10,729 

March:  5,279 9,068 

April:  5,028 12,873 

Total:  18,641 43,825 

KE N N B O R E K  AQUAT I C  CE N T R E  

• Adult: 2,772 
• Teen: 619 
• Child: 2,226 

• Senior: 549 
• Family: 276 
• Toddler: 151 
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The Mile Zero Cruisers are pleased to present Summer Cruise 2008 July 11, 12 and 13. 

After 13 years of successful Summer Cruises, the Mile Zero Cruisers are following the tried and true formula 
of the previous years — with a few new twists. 

On Friday, July 11, registration will take place at a free street dance for the public and registered participants. 
Friday night is the first chance for the public to view the vehicles. Last year 100 vehicles showed up for early 
registration. The evening will also include a barbecue and cruise around town for participants. 

On Saturday, July 12, participants can take part in a poker ride and treasure hunt in and around downtown 
Dawson Creek.  Saturday evening will include a supper and entertainment for registered participants as well as 
some special door prizes. 

Sunday, July 13 is the big Show and Shine in downtown Dawson Creek. This year they're planning on at 
least six blocks of vintage, classic, muscle cars, trucks, motorcycles and more, along with thousands of spectators. 

Local non-profit organizations take part in the day with various fundraising activities. 

Summer Cruise is one of the premier events of the summer and is the largest automotive event in Northern 
BC and Alberta. 

The Summer Cruise has always had three goals: 

• provide a venue for vehicle owners to show off their cars and share them with other people; 
• attract people to the Mile Zero City; and 
• provide a venue for local non-profit groups, sports clubs and service clubs to promote themselves and do 

some fundraising. 
Many different groups  have taken advantage of the event, including: DC Seals Swim Club, DC Figure 

Skaters, DC Association for Community Living, Mother Goose Preschool, Notre Dame Parent Group, Sunrise 
Rotary Club, Kinsmen Club, Citizens on Patrol, Karate Club, Dawson Creek Hospital Foundation , RCMP Victims 
Services, Child Development Centre, Minor Hockey, CNIB, Shrine Club, Canadian Diabetes Society, Northern 
Lights College Cook Training, DC Palliative care Society, and many others. 

Show and Shine participants come from all over the Peace Country, including: Fort St John, Taylor, Fort 
Nelson, Hudson’s Hope, Chetwynd, Pouce Coupe, Hythe, Beaverlodge, Grande Prairie, Peace River, Marie Rene, 
Fairview, Spirit River and all points between.  Participants also come from farther afield including:  Prince George, 
Quesnel, 100 Mile House, Williams Lake, Vanderhoof, Hinton, Valleyview, Hixon and Edmonton. 

Northeast News 
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SU M M E R  C RU I S E  2008  

For its first hockey event the EnCana Events Centre at the South Peace Community Multiplex in Dawson 
Creek brings spectators three teams and four games in four nights of action-packed hockey. 

The BCHL's Burnaby Express, Prince George Spruce Kings and AJHL's Grande Prairie Storm will be on centre 
ice playing exhibition games, with the final face off Aug. 30. Wednesday, Aug. 27 and Thursday, Aug. 28 will see 
the Burnaby Express vs. Prince George Spruce Kings. The Burnaby Express will then pit themselves against the 
skills of the Grande Prairie Storm on Friday, Aug. 29 and Saturday, Aug. 30. 

This is the first hockey event planned for the 4,500-permanent-seat EnCana Events Centre in the coming year 
and the centre is geared up for concerts, ice skating, family shows and a myriad of other events operated by 
Global-Spectrum. 

Northeast News 
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The busy American Quarter Horse Association show season is underway with a show in Dawson Creek 
being the first for most northern riders and one of many that the competitors will attend this summer. 

Of the 60 competitors who took part in the contest at the Lakota Agri Centre, about 15 of those were from 
the Dawson Creek area and several dominated their categories over the four days of competition. 

The competition attracted elementary school-aged kids, teens, adult and senior adult riders. Many were from 
Alberta and B.C. Some competitors came from as far away as Fort St. James. Prince George, Red Deer and 
Chilliwack and other Lower Mainland communities. However, the judges easily traveled the farthest as finding 
qualified quarter horse judges is difficult and this show contracted some from Texas. 

But for those local competitors interested in adding a few more points to their totals and possibly earning a 
trip to the world championships, they will have to travel a bit further for their next contest. 

After the next show in Smithers, the circuit will visit Red Deer, Vanderhoof and other communities in 
Western Canada as the riders try to qualify for the world championships in Oklahoma City in November. Riders 
are given points at each show based on their performances and the number of riders in a particular class. 
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