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For more information about the City of Dawson Creek, its inhabitants,  lifestyle and 
businesses, please contact: 

 
Mayor Wayne Dahlen 
City of Dawson Creek 

P.O. Box 150 
Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G4 

Phone:  250-784-3616 
Fax:  250-782-3203 

Email:  admin@dawsoncreek.ca 
http://www.dawsoncreek.ca/  
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EMPLOYMENT 

NORTHEASTERN BC UNEMPLOYMENT RATES   
  Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

2000 7.0 5.6 3.5 3.9 5.4 7.5 9.4 8.2 6.1 5.8 5.7  5.8 
2001 4.7 — 4.4 5.5 5.9 5.7 6.7 7.0 7.2 5.1 5.2 6.1 
2002 8.7 8.1 8.4 7.7 10.1 11.6 11.7 9.2 7.7 8.1 9.3 9.3 
2003 8.9 8.2 7.1 7.2 6.7 7.2 7.2 7.7 7.9 6.8 6.0 4.3 
2004 4.4 4.2 4.6 5.0 6.3 8.3 9.0 8.0 6.3 4.7 — — 
2005 4.9 4.5 5.0 4.1 5.4 5.2 4.9 4.2 4.4    

MAJOR EMPLOYERS 

− Lawrence Meat Packaging 
− Louisiana Pacific 
− Borek Construction 
− H.F. Nodes Construction 
− Caribou Road Services 
− City of Dawson Creek 
− Northern Lights College 
− Province of BC 
− School District #59 
− Northern Health Authority 
− Wal-Mart 
− Dawson Co-op 
− Society for Community Living 

EMPLOYMENT  
The services available are focused on 

Career Decision Making, Skills 
Enhancement, Job Search and Job 
Maintenance activities. 

 
JOB SEARCH & SUPPORT SERVICES 

 1105-103 Avenue 
Dawson Creek 
205-782-8744 

http://www.jobsearchonline.bc.ca/ 
 

ABORIGINAL CONNECTIONS TO 
EMPLOYMENT 

#25-1405-102 Avenue 
Dawson Creek  
250-782-3045  

In September 2005, the unemployment rate in BC was 5.7% and 4.1% in Alberta. 
— The unemployment rate for Northeastern BC has been suppressed due to high sample variance. 

JOB POSTINGS 
The numbers of job postings advertised in the region  has increased significantly.  

This would indicate a strong “seller’s” market.  It also reflects the shortage of workers 
(skilled and unskilled) currently being felt in the area.  The data has been gathered 
from newspapers in Northeastern BC, the National Job Bank and the BC Chamber of 
Commerce Job Store websites. 

 January 2005– 
October 2005 

January 2004-
October 2004 

Chetwynd 244 134 
Dawson Creek 885 746 
Fort Nelson 688 749 
Fort St John 2540 2017 
Tumbler Ridge 46 14 
   
Total 4403 3660 
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OCTOBER 2005 

RESIDENTIAL 
CONSTRUCTION 
INDUSTRY TRAINING 
ORGANIZATION 

The Industry Training Authority 
of British Columbia announced on 
October 3 that it is launching the 
Residential Construction Industry 
Training Organization, an initiative to 
define provincial and regional labour 
d e m a n d  i n  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l 
construction sector. The sector 
generates $11 billion a year and is one 
of the most rapidly growing sectors of 
both the industry and the economy. 
The RCITO will operate as a non-
profit and will maintain and 
recommend training programs, as well 
as managing existing programs. 

The ITA and RCITO also 
announced the creation of a new 
Building Envelope Technician 
program, an in-demand skill set. A 
Residential Construction Framing 
Technician program, created last year, 
now has 296 trainees at post-
secondary schools across the province. 

Vancouver Sun 

OCTOBER 2005 

TRADES OUTLOOK 
Outlook for trades, technical and 

service occupations in B.C.  
Between now to 2015, it is 
estimated there will be nearly 
1,000,000 job openings in BC.  
34.5% of the labour force across the 
country is approaching retirement 
in the next two decades. In BC, 
those retiring from the workforce 
are forecast to outnumber those 
entering the workforce by 2010.  
Close to 60% of all job openings 
from now to 2011 will be due to 
retirements while the other 40% 
will be the result of projected 
economic growth. 
44% of all the job openings in BC 
wil l  require  post-secondary 
training, other than university 
degrees, such as apprenticeships, 
college diplomas or other career-
based training. 
In a recent study, only 7% of BC 
high school graduates showed 
interest in attending a trade or 
technical school compared to 57% 
indicating they would attend 
university. 

Business Council of BC 

EMPLOYMENT 

OCTOBER 2005 

CONSTRUCTION 
British Columbia's Industry Training Association says various sectors including 

construction are seeing apprenticeships as a key tool in recruiting and retaining 
workers. Apprentice numbers have climbed from 14,500 in the province to 22,500 in 
the past 18 months. 

Benefits are also increasingly part of the compensation package offered to 
workers in construction, and it now can make a difference to employees choosing 
their workplace. 

The bottom line on pay isn't the only consideration for workers though. For 
smaller companies, working conditions that allow employees to learn, with a variety 
of opportunities can be an advantage over huge commercial and industrial jobs where 
they may be more limited in the scope of what they do. 

Pay has crept up, compensating in part for years of stagnant construction wages 
when BC's economy was flagging. A really good framer is getting well over $25 an 
hour for framing. 

Vancouver Sun 
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OCTOBER 2005 

RIG WORKERS GET RAISE 
Hot energy prices and competition to attract and keep oilfield workers has led to 

an average wage increase of 7% in October among all workers on Alberta drilling rigs. 
Entry-level pay hit $20 an hour, up $1.50, for new recruits who enlist as rig lease 

hands or labourers after a few days of basic safety and orientation training. 
Hourly pay climbed to $36, up $2.20, for veterans who reach the top of the rig 

wage ladder as drillers or foremen, mostly by mastering the harsh work on the job. 
The new 7% pay hike is expected to raise average oilfield blue-collar incomes to 

about $50,280 from the $46,990 reported by the province's 2005 Alberta Wage and 
Salary Survey, released in October. 

Triple-digit incomes are common among enthusiastic rig hands that rise as 
rapidly as they can master new work through the increasingly technical and 
responsible ranks of floorhand, motorhand, derrickhand and assistant driller to 
driller. 

Top hands earn about $170,000, the provincial survey shows. 
The official figures do not count industry standard "subsistence" or living 

allowances, which are a major perk of oilfield jobs and largely tax-free. Workers 
housed in camps at remote rigs receive $40 day. The cash covers travel costs, 
especially for vehicles and fuel needed to reach the job sites. 

Subsistence climbs to $125 a day when rigs are close enough to towns for 
workers to use motels. 

Rig pay has risen an average 17% since October 2002. 
The new pay increase immediately went to about 11,660 workers on 583 drilling 

rigs operating in Western Canada, dominated by 439 in Alberta. Rigs average 20 staff 
each. At the height of the forthcoming winter drilling season, when the 748-rig 
western fleet is expected to be virtually fully employed, completing a record year of 
more than 24,000 wells, nearly 15,000 workers will be receiving the newly increased 
pay. About 75% of the drilling is in Alberta. 

The new 7% pay raise also goes to workers on about 1,000 portable, truck-
mounted service rigs, with each employing an average of five workers in maintaining 
or improving production from aging wells. 

Hourly base pay rises into a range of $22.40 to $28.20. There are bonuses for 
earning trade competence certificates and work in remote locations, plus daily 
subsistence allowances of up to $55. 

Edmonton Journal 

EMPLOYMENT 
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EMPLOYMENT 

AUGUST 2005 

MINE INDUSTRY WORKER SHORTAGE 
Canada's hot mining sector, which is experiencing near-record commodity 

prices and growing at twice the rate of the national economy, could run short of as 
many as 81,000 workers within a decade, a mining-sector study suggests. 

A report titled Prospecting the Future, shows that the mining sector could lose 
as much as 40% of its workforce within a decade, a period when half the industry's 
workers are eligible to retire.  The biggest shortages, will be in the skilled trades. 

The study said part of the problem is that fewer younger people are choosing 
mining as a career, and the sector faces competition for workers from other areas 
such as Alberta's booming oil sands and construction. 

BC's mines are already finding it difficult to recruit engineers and skilled trades, 
such as electricians and millwrights. 

In the future, the BC mining sector will have to make itself more attractive to 
young people by offering higher wages and better benefits in a field that is already the 
highest-paying heavy industry in the province. 

Average wages for BC's 6,500 miners is almost $95,000 per year. 
Vancouver Sun 

AUGUST 2005 

FALLER CERTIFICATION 
By definition, a “faller” in the oil and gas industry is ‘anyone who falls a tree over 

six inches in diameter at breast height’. In 1998, Petroleum Industry Training Services 
(PITS) and the Canadian Association of Geophysical Contractors (CAGC) developed 
the Chainsaw Safety Training program to provide an industry training standard and 
increase the level of skill among fallers. The unacceptable number of serious injuries 
and deaths in all falling-related sectors prompted WCB to introduce the BC Faller 
Training Standard in 2001.  In March 2005, the oil and gas industry adopted this as 
the standard for their fallers, calling it the “Oil and Gas Industry Faller Training 
Standard” which meets the BC Faller Training Standard. 

Fallers with a minimum of two years experience in oil and gas industry falling 
can challenge the new standard and, if they pass an evaluation, become an oil and gas 
industry “certified Faller.” PITS will manage the grandfathering process on behalf of 
the petroleum industry. 

This option is only available to oil and gas industry fallers that have gained two 
years falling experience by the application deadline of July 31, 2006, after which 
fallers will be required to complete a new course that meets the BC Faller Training 
Standard. And, the earlier the application is received, the more affordable and 
convenient the grandfathering process will be. 

Application forms are available online at www.pits.ca. 
Chetwynd Echo 
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MAY 2005 

GREAT CANADIAN 
CASINO 

1 storey; 80,000 sq ft; New 
Casino 

Construction start 2006. 
P r o jec t  g o ing  th r ou gh 

rezoning and development 
approval . Land acquisition 
underway. 

PREPARING PLANS 
Journal of Commerce 

CONSTRUCTION 

APRIL 2005 

DAWSON CREEK 
CONSTRUCTION 

A development permit was issued to 
Focus Corporation to begin construction on 
a 66-unit, full suite hotel adjacent to the 
Best Western currently under construction. 

The new hotel in Dawson Creek will 
cater to the oil and gas industry and will be 
called Pomeroy Inn & Suites. 

Blueprints for an East Side Mario’s 
restaurant have been submitted to the City. 

The restaurant is slated to be 
constructed between the Best Western and 
Pomeroy Inn & Suites. 

A development permit was issued to 
the Sawchuk Group for an 8,300 square foot 
commercial building to be erected at 12008-
8 Street.  The building will be able to house 
4 different retail units. 

Peace River Block Daily News 

2004 Construction Permits for  
Dawson Creek  

Permits issued 2004 84 
Single Family Dwelling 23 
Duplex 2 
Apartment/Multi-Family 1 
Garage/Renovation 31 
Commercial 22 
Industrial 3 
Institutional 1 
Total of Permits 2004 $14,906,548 

City of Dawson Creek  

MAY 2005 

TIM HORTON'S 
RESTAURANT 

Alaska Ave, Dawson Creek 
1 storey; 3,500 sq ft; New Restaurant 
Construction start 2006. 
Preliminary planning underway. 

Rezoning and development permit 
required. Project will be tendered by 
invitation. 

PREPARING PLANS 
Journal of Commerce 

APRIL 2005 

AMBLESIDE 
DEVELOPMENTS 

Ambleside Developments is 
developing a 21-single family 
subdivision on the old Rotary 
Harbour site in Dawson Creek. 

OCTOBER 2005 

UNDER 
CONSTRUCTION 

B u i l d i n g  p e r m i t s  f o r 
September included 1 single family 
dwellings, 3 garage/renovations, 
and 3 institutional. 

Total construction value to 
the end of September is 
$46,910,222.  This includes 29 
single family dwellings, 2 duplex,es 
3 8  g a r a g e /r e n o va t i o n s ,  1 1 
commercial, 2 institutional and 4 
industrial permits. 

JUNE 2005 

DEVELOPMENT 
PERMITS 

Development permits for the 
construction of a building to house 
5 Star Hoisting and another for a 
shop building for T. Steward Sheet 
Metal have been approved.  Both of 
these buildings will be constructed 
in the 99 and 100 Avenue areas. 
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JULY 2005 

GREENSMART HOMES 
Over four years of negotiations have 

culminated in Greensmart Homes 
purchasing the Louisiana Pacific plant on 
Highway 47. 

In the next four to six months, 
Greensmart will be renovating the 
building to accommodate several aspects 
of its new operation.  Included will be a 
storage area for jumbo OSB panels, and 
setting up a manufacturing facility for 
Greensmart’s structurally insulated 
panels (SIP).  As well, discussions are 
underway to form a joint venture with a 
modulation company to set up 
production for the manufacture of 
modular homes, camp shacks, commercial 
buildings and other structures. 

Greensmart  also signed a 
distribution agreement with LP for the 
jumbo OSB sheets for sale within the 
Structural Insulated Panel Association 
(SIPA).  LP is currently retrofitting the 
Dawson Creek OSB plant to provide 
those jumbo panels. 

As part of the deal, Greensmart will 
pay approximately $500,000 for a 2.2 
kilometre extension of the sewer line 
from the airport to the building. 

The Mirror 

JULY 2005 

RAMADA INN 
The Ramada Inn in Dawson 

Creek has submitted a proposal to 
add another floor to the current 
location. They intend to add 10 more 
rooms and additional parking at the 
north end of the property. 

Peace River Block Daily News 

JULY 2005 

SAWCHUK BUILDING 
Sawchuk International Real 

Estate Services is building a 9000 
square foot commercial building on 
the corner of 120th Avenue and 8th 
Street using structural insulated 
panel construction. 

Peace River Block Daily News 

CONSTRUCTION 

AUGUST 2005 

EAST AIRPORT SANITARY 
SEWER 

Dawson Creek 
The work shall be in approximately 

the following quantities: 
± 1,858 metres of 200 mm Ø SDR – 35 
pipe 
14 manholes totalling ± 45 vertical 
metres 
all required bedding, backfill, 
compaction, tie-ins, benching, etc. to 
City of Dawson Creek Specifications 
OUT TO TENDER 

Journal of Commerce 

AUGUST 2005 

ELDERS’ HOUSING 
PROJECT 

The layout of a proposed Elders’ 
Housing project was finalized at a 
recent meeting.  Renowned Canadian 
architect Douglas Cardinal did the 
conceptual drawings.  Cardinal 
designed 14 separate units, each one in 
the shape of an octagon with one 
bedroom and a central living room 
area. 

The next step for the project 
which is to be located on a parcel of 
land donated by the City of Dawson 
Creek just off 17th Street, will be to 
secure funding. 

The Dawson Creek Native 
Housing Society is spearheading the 
project and is hoping to have enough 
funding to build the 14 units and 
break ground early in 2006. 

The Mirror 
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AUGUST 2005 

SOUTH PEACE COMMUNITY MULTIPLEX 
City council approved a new $32 million budget, plus GST and design fees, for 

the construction of the South Peace Community Multiplex. 
The Event Centre will be built to seat 6,500 people.  There will be a concourse 

level walking track that looks down into the bowl.  It is also designed so that a future 
running track could be put in above the event centre. 

The Pool area will have a 25 metre 8-lane competitive pool and a leisure pool.  
There will be a play area for kids that varies from two to four feet deep and another 4 
foot deep area that is for exercise.  Also included is a kiddie pool that is 12-18” deep, a 
Jacuzzi for 20-30 adults, a sauna and separate steam room.  A lazy river will wind 
around and come into the leisure pool and the waterslide will have its own runoff. 

Besides the Events Centre and Aquatic Centre, the Multiplex will include an 
Agri-Centre, and a banquet room.  The Multiplex is expected to open in late 2006. 

Tenders have been awarded to: 
Clark Builders:  up to $8 million for the facility’s three pre-engineered buildings 
R. Moch Electric:  $2.4 million, electrical 
GK Mechanical:  $3.58 million, mechanical, plumbing & heating 
Norcap Electric:  $280,000, mechanical controls 
Grinnell/Simplex:  $490,000, sprinklers 
Prairie Metal:  $775,000, sheet metal 
Double Star Drilling:  $700,000, pilings 
This represents slightly over 50% of the total $32 million budget. 

Peace River Block Daily News, Northeast News 

AUGUST 2005 

MULTIPLEX DONATIONS 
The South Peace Community 

Multiplex received donations totalling 
$900,000 from two local businesses and 
a well-known local family. 

EnCana pledged $500,000 to the 
Multiplex.  The events centre will be 
christened the EnCana Centre. 

The Borek family has been a 
supporter of a new aquatic facility in 
Dawson Creek for many years, and 
following the death of Kenn Borek, 
established the Kenn Borek Memorial 
Fund. 

The family contributed $250,000 for 
construction of the aquatic centre 
component of the Multiplex.  It will be 
named the Kenn Borek Aquatic Leisure 
Centre in his memory. 

Lakota Canada pledged $150,000 to 
the agri-centre component, which will 
be named the Lakota Agri-Centre. 

Northeast News 

CONSTRUCTION 

SEPTEMBER  2005 

CAPITAL MOTORS 
Capital Motors is expecting to 

move into their new facility on 
October 2.   

The new multi-million dollar, 
25,000 square foot facility will feature 
16 service bays with two separate 
customer lounge areas, and an 
oversized children’s play area. 

Carpets and tiles are being laid 
and new hoists are expected shortly.  
Landscaping will have to be done once 
the old McCoy Spring & Steering 
Building is demolished. 

Peace River Block Daily News 
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OIL & GAS 

OIL & GAS SALE 
British Columbia gained $16.74 million 
from its October Crown sale. 

A total of 23 988 hectares changed 
hands at an average price per hectare of 
$577.54. 

Leases amounting to 23 850 hectares 
accounted for $12.98 million or $544.41 per 
hectare, while licences amounting to 5 138 
hectares brought in $3.76 million or 
$713.33 per hectare. 

Thus far in 2005, the government has 
taken in $393.5 million on the sale of 
478,132 hectares at an average price of $823 
per hectare. 

That compares with $195.49 million 
gained on the sale of 462,087 hectares at an 
average price of $423.05 per hectare 
recorded at this time last year. 

October 2004 $15.6 million 
October 2003 $18.5 million 
October 2002 $21.5 million 
October 2001 $18 million 
October 2000 $27.26 million 
October 1999 $22.1 million 
October 1998 $8.6 million 
October 1997 $10.7 million 

Nickle's Energy Group 

Total 2004 - $232 million on the 
sale of 540,427 hectares at an 
average price per hectare of 
$429.99. 

Total 2003 - $646.68 million 

Total 2002 - $288.54 million 

Total 2001 - $439.47 million 

Total 2000 - $248.24 million 

Total 1999 - $176.17 million 

Total 1998 - $94.34 million 

Total 1997 - $211.70 million 

NUMBER OF WELLS 
DRILLED IN BC  

1997 583 

1998 652 

1999 627 

2000 777 

2001 882 

2002 646 

2003 1049 

2004 1213 

Oil & Gas Commission 

2005 1162 

ACTIVE OIL RIGS 
At October 25, 2005, there were 62 

rigs drilling in the Peace Liard region of 
BC.  There were also 15 rigs prepped to 
spud, 22 rigs released and 1 rig prepared to 
resume. 

This is the largest number of rigs 
drilling during October.  Previous highs 
were in 2004, with 48 rigs drilling. 

Oil & Gas Commission 

DAWSON CREEK OIL & GAS WEBSITE 
http://www.dawsoncreekoilandgas.com/ 

The purpose of the site is to provide a comprehensive 
one stop listing of area businesses. 
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OIL & GAS 

OCTOBER 2005 

STEEPROCK GAS PLANT 
EnCana is proposing to build a new natural gas processing plate 50 km south of 

Dawson Creek to remove hydrogen sulphide and carbon dioxide from gas produced 
in EnCana's Kelly Lake, Cutbank Ridge and Bissette areas. 

The Steeprock Gas Plant will be built on an existing forestry cut-block that 
already has infrastructure including pipelines and a lease road in place. 

The anticipated capital cost of the plant is $60 million. Pending approval from 
the British Columbia Oil and Gas Commission, EnCana currently expects to begin 
construction in the first quarter of 2006 and commence operations in October of the 
same year. 

The proposed plant will be designed to process 198 million cubic feet a day of 
raw gas. It will consist of an amine plant to remove carbon dioxide and hydrogen 
sulphide and a claus plant to extract elemental sulphur from the H2S removed 
through the amine process. 

EnCana Corporation is forecasting capital spending of $6.6 billion to $7 billion 
US next year, up from $5.9 billion in 2005.  

On the exploration front, EnCana recently made a gas discovery in British 
Columbia beneath its Cutbank Ridge Cadomin resource play in, south of Dawson 
Creek, BC. Cutbank Ridge has an estimated four trillion cubic feet of ultimately 
recoverable gas. 

The new discovery -- in the Doig formation -- contains an estimated 350-500 
billion cubic feet of original gas in place net to EnCana. Five wells are currently 
producing about 25 million cubic feet a day from the Cutbank Doig. 

Cutbank Ridge production averaged 105 million cubic feet a day in the third 
quarter, up 31% from the second quarter and 133% higher than the third quarter of 
2004. 

EnCana 

OCTOBER 2005 

WELL COUNT 
The Petroleum Services Association of Canada (PSAC) predicts another 

record well count for Canada. 
In 2006, PSAC expects a total of 25,290 wells rig released across Canada, 20,000 

of which will be in Alberta. This represents a 6% increase in wells drilled in Alberta 
compared to the expected final tally for 2005 in the province. 

Canada-wide, activity levels will also increase 6%, the result of continued strong 
commodity prices and a growing emphasis on natural gas from coal (NGC). 

In 2006, PSAC expects about 3,500 NGC wells, mostly in Alberta. Activity levels 
in the NGC areas of southeast and central Alberta will rise 6-7%. 

For 2006, PSAC estimates 3,430 wells drilled in Saskatchewan and 1,600 in 
British Columbia. 

While Saskatchewan’s 2006 drilling rate is flat compared to expected final well 
counts for 2005, BC will see an activity increase of 20% next year. 

In its forecast, PSAC also released an updated count for 2005 of 23,890 wells rig 
released, more than 1,700 wells above PSAC’s original estimate released in October 
2004 and 65 wells higher than PSAC’s most recent update released in July. 

Nickle’s Energy Group 
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OCTOBER 2005 

GATEWAY PIPELINE 
Enbridge Inc. announced that Kitimat, British Columbia, has been selected as the 

end-site location for the proposed Gateway Project. Key factors in the decision to 
select Kitimat were the deepwater port and abundant industrial land. 

The Gateway Project is estimated to cost approximately $4 billion and will 
consist of a petroleum export pipeline and a condensate import pipeline along the 
same right-of-way, and a marine terminal. The pipeline will run from Strathcona 
County, near Edmonton, to Kitimat. 

The Gateway Project is expected to generate thousands of direct jobs during 
construction and up to 75 permanent jobs for the operation of the pipeline, marine 
terminal and related facilities. 

Once commercial certainty and regulatory approval are achieved for the Gateway 
Project, Enbridge anticipates starting construction in 2008, with the pipeline being 
operational in 2010. 

Vancouver Sun 

JANUARY 2005 

ARC ENERGY TRUST 
Arc Energy Trust's capital spending will rise 20% to $240 million in 2005. 
Arc plans a capital budget of $161 million for development drilling, of which $104 

million will be spent in the Northern BC core area. 
In the Dawson Creek area of Northern BC, Arc continues gas development by 

drilling six wells. In the first quarter of 2005, they will also expand its processing 
capacity in the Dawson Creek area. 

Nickle's Energy Group 

OIL & GAS 

JANUARY 2005 

STORM EXPLORATION 
Storm Exploration's Parkland facility, 

north of Dawson Creek, began on schedule in 
mid-November.  Storm completed 
construction of a gathering system, central 
dehydrator and sales pipeline, at a budgeted 
cost of $7 million. 

Currently, production at Parkland is 350 
bbls of oil equivalent per day and is expected 
to increase to between 400 and 500 BOE per 
day by year-end following the installation of 
compression prior to December 31. 

As of the end of October 2004, Storm 
has completed four standing gas wells in the 
Parkland area, two of which were tied in and 
expected to produce at rates of 300 mcf per 
day and 800 mcf per day respectively.  The 
remaining wells did not flow at rates high 
enough to be tied in. 

Nickle's Energy Group 

JANUARY 2005 

SENECA RESOURCES 
Seneca Resources, a subsidiary 

of National Fuel Gas Company, has 
20% working interest in the third 
Sukunka well (Talisman Seneca 
Brazion b-60-E) in the Monkman 
region south of Dawson Creek. 

Seneca is expecting to 
participate in at least 2 more 
exploratory wells in the Sukunka 
area in 2005. 

As a result of the success of 
the Sukunka well, Seneca's capital 
budget for fiscal year 2005 
increased from $93 million US to 
$112 million US, which is targeted 
to cover the increased drilling and 
facility costs in the Sukunka 
region. 

Nickle's Energy Group 
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NORTHERN SOCIETY OF OILFIELD 
CONTRACTORS & SERVICE FIRMS 

http://www.nsocsf.org/ 
Goods & service providers located in Northeast BC. 

MARCH 2005 

RECORD YEAR EXPECTED 
Petroleum Services Association of Canada (PSAC) reaffirms that 2005 will be 

another record year for oil & gas drilling in Canada. 
PSAC’s estimates a total count in 2005 of 24,075 wells drilled (rig releases), with 

18,625 wells in Alberta, 3,950 in Saskatchewan and 1,300 in British Columbia. This 
represents drilling activity increases of approximately 6% in Alberta, 8% in 
Saskatchewan and 6% in BC, compared to the final 2004 well counts in those 
provinces. 

In its Forecast, PSAC also released a final count for 2004 or 22,696 wells rig 
released, 4% higher than the 2003 number of 21,802 wells. 

http://www.psac.ca/ 

MARCH 2005 

ECONOMIC IMPACT OF OIL & GAS INDUSTRY IN BC 
Total direct employment in BC oil and gas industry, 2003: 11,400 
Value of oil and gas industry expenditures in BC, 2002: $3.4 billion 
Amount spent on labour, goods and services within BC: $1.4 billion 
Amount spent on labour, goods and services that were sourced outside BC: $2 
billion 

Economic Impact of Oil and Gas Industry in British Columbia, prepared for BC Energy & Mines Ministry 
Vancouver Sun 

MARCH 2005 

DUKE ENERGY 
Goodrich Re-injection Pipeline 
The Grizzly Valley is one of the most active areas for natural gas exploration in 

the province. Both Duke’s Kwoen and Pine River natural gas processing facilities play 
crucial roles in the reliability of the Grizzly Valley gathering system. Duke is 
proposing to construct 30 kms of 6” (168.3 mm) diameter re-injection pipeline 
running from the Kwoen facility, located about 40 kms south of Chetwynd, to a 
depleted well near the Burnt River area. 

Kwoen is a pre-treatment facility built to increase the Grizzly Valley system’s 
operational and environmental efficiency. H2S and CO2 are removed from raw 
natural gas at Kwoen and re-injected into a depleted well before being sent to Pine 
River for final treatment. With the current re-injection well expected to reach its 
capacity in about 2007, the Goodrich pipeline will allow use of an alternate well by 
the Kwoen facility in 2005. 

Currently under construction. 
Duke expects to have the new well in service in late Summer 2005. 

Duke Energy 
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FAIR SHARE 
The provincial government announced $408 million to bolster northeast BC's oil 

and gas industry. 
At least $300 million for the "Fair Share" program, which will see provincial 

funds transferred to Dawson Creek, Fort Nelson, Fort St John, and other Peace River 
region communities for infrastructure projects. The money will be spread out in $20 
million per year instalments over 15 years, and will be indexed to growth in the oil 
and gas industry. 

$40 million one-time infrastructure grant to northeast communities: 
Fort St John: $15,027,265 
Dawson Creek: $10,503,641 
PRRD: $5,252,000 
Chetwynd: $2,004,585 
Pouce Coupe: $839,177 
Hudson's Hope: $578,089 
Tumbler Ridge: $5,38,944 
Taylor: $258,299 

Northern Rockies Regional District/Fort Nelson: $5,000,000 
$30 million to fund the second year of the oil and gas development strategy, 
which will be matched by industry, to build resource roads. 
$32.5 million to continue Victoria's Heartlands Oil and Gas Road Rehabilitation 
Program by paving and improving 130 kilometres of roads. 
$2.5 million for a communities and stakeholder-engagement fund. 
$1.9 million for the second year of the service sector education and training 
program. 
$1.6 million to remediate abandoned gas wells. 

Peace River Block Daily News, www.canada.com/ 

OIL & GAS 

MARCH 2005 

TALISMAN 
Talisman’s energy strategy in 2005 is to continue oil & natural gas exploration 

and development. 
Production emphasis on natural gas exploration in the deeper portions of 

Western Canada Sedimentary Basin will allow Talisman to take advantage of its 
expertise in the medium to deep areas of the Basin. The majority of this activity will 
be in the Alberta Foothills, Deep Basin, Edson area, Greater Arch, Monkman/BC 
Foothills, and Southern Alberta Foothills region. 

Monkman/BC Foothills 
In the Monkman/BC Foothills area, Talisman holds 58% to 100% operated 

interests in the Bullmoose, Sukunka and West Sukunka dehydration plants, 29% to 
32 non-operated interests in the Murray River and Brazion dehydration plants and a 
50% interest in the Mink Highhat Gathering System. 

 In 2004, Talisman drilled the b-60-E/93-P-5 well in the Brazion area, which has 
produced up to 66 mmcf/d gross sales gas in early 2005. b-60-E production is 
expected to increase Monkman/BC Foothills production by approximately 25% to 
35% above the 2004 production levels. Another deep well is planned for the second 
quarter of 2005. Talisman continued to drill in the more mature Triassic play with 

(Continued on page 17) 
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MAY 2005 

ENCANA 
Northeastern BC gas production 

has a bright future according to Michael 
Gr aham ,  E nC ana  Cor porat ions 
executive vice-president and president 
of the Canadian Foothills region. 

E n C a n a  e x p e c t s  t o  d r i l l 
approximately 400 wells in BC in 2005. 
Graham stated that EnCana will 
probably increase its well count by 
about 10% per year. 

EnCana controls more than four 
million acres of land in BC. Its key plays 
are in the Cutbank Ridge and Greater 
Sierra regions. 

EnCana's Cutbank Ridge is 
expected to climb to 75 mmc f a day 
from zero in 2002. 

EnCana, Burlington Resources, 
Canadian Natural Resources and Devon 
Canada generate 60% of tight gas 
production in BC. 

Nickle's Energy Group 

(Continued from page 16) 
two out of two wells testing at rates ranging from 16 to 19 mmcf/d. 

Talisman has also made two new Triassic discoveries at Monkman. The 
Talisman Shell (50% Talisman, 50% Shell Canada) is a new pool discovery in the 
Spieker area. This new pool is expected to be tied into the Talisman-operated 
Bullmoose dehydration facility in the second quarter. A follow-up well will be drilled 
later this year. 

The other successful well drilled at Sukunka (100% Talisman) 
will be tied in to the Talisman operated West Sukunka dehydration 
facility in the second quarter. 

The company expects that capital spending in 2005 in the 
Monkman/BC Foothills area will be approximately $88 million, 
including an expansion of the Bullmoose compressor station, and 
plans to participate in drilling approximately eight wells. 

Talisman Energy is an independent, Canadian-based, 
international upstream oil & gas company whose main business  
activity includes exploration, development, production and 
marketing of crude oil, natural gas and natural gas liquids. Talisman 
is one of the largest independent oil and gas producers in Canada. 

www.talisman-energy.com/  

OIL & GAS 

Drilling b-60-E well at Monkman 
JUNE 2005 

BP CANADA 
International oil and gas giant BP 

Canada is venture exploring in the 
Noel area of Northeast BC, with the 
company centering much of its local 
efforts on operations near Kelly Lake. 

BP Canada is drilling wells that 
will tap into tight gas reservoirs.  A 
tight gas reservoir is described as 
being a large volume of rock with low 
values of porosity and permeability.  
Rocks with empty spaces between 
rock grains that can contain gas or 
water are known to have porosity, and 
the ability of a gas or liquid to move 
through porous rock is called 
permeability.  Therefore, if a gas 
saturated rock has low porosity, and 
the movement of the gas through the 
rock is slow, then the rock is said to 
be tight. 

Northeast Weekly 
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JULY 2005 

DRILLING 
A total of 412 different 

operators drilled one or more wells 
in the highly competitive and 
extremely busy oil and gas fields of 
Canada in the first half of 2005, 25 
more than a year ago. 

The top 20 operators of the 
first half of 2005 together drilled 
6,855 wells or 67.5% of the total 
industry number. 

EnCana Corporation, again 
the busiest operator, drilled 2,105 
wells in the first six months of 
2005, about 21% of the industry 
total. The company also ranked 
first in exploratory gas finds (320) 
and in gas development holes 
(1,740) but only had five oil 
discoveries. 

Second place went to 
Canadian Natural Resources 
which rig released 739 wells and 
finished 860,007 metres of hole. 

Third place was more of a 
toss-up. 

While Husky Energy took 
that position with 598 wells 
drilled, ranked by metres drilled, 
third place went to Burlington 
Resources with 650,316 metres to 
its credit. 

Burlington also ranked second 
in exploration metres drilled 
behind EnCana. 

In British Columbia, Canadian 
Natural slightly edged out EnCana 
as top operator of the first half 
with 178 wells, three more than 
EnCana's 175 wells. Burlington 
ranked third with 124 wells. 
EnCana, however, was far and 
away the leader in exploration 
with 36 discoveries. 

Nickle's Energy Group 

JULY 2005 

OIL AND GAS STATISTICS 
Over the past six years, B.C. has 
replaced, or more than replaced, gas 
production with additional reserves. 
Industry investment in oil and gas has 
increased 151 per cent since 2000, from 
$1.8 billion in 2000 to an estimated $4.5 
billion in 2004. 
The June 22, 2005 sale of oil and gas 
rights in northeast B.C. brought $100.5 
million in bonus bids – the third 
highest in the history of the province. 
The average bid price was $1,682 per 
hectare, which is the second highest 
ever. 
The number of wells drilled in British 
Columbia has increased by 65 per cent 
from 2000 to 2004 (777 to 1279). 
B.C.’s raw natural gas production 
increased by 1.6 per cent in 2004 and 
over 50 per cent in the last 10 years. 
In 2004, gas wells drilled in B.C. 
increased by 21 per cent over 2003, a 
larger increase than experienced in 
Alberta (7.1 per cent). 
B.C.’s Summer Drilling Royalty 
Program will provide up to $100,000 in 
royalty credits to wells drilled between 
April 1 and November 30, 2005. 
B.C. is providing $50.3 million over two 
years as part of the Heartlands Oil and 
Gas Road Rehabilitation Strategy to 
improve public roads and allow 
industry to operate in areas that may 
have been restricted due to seasonal 
road bans. 
B.C. is investing $6 million into a new 
Centre of Excellence in Oil and Gas 
Training in Fort St. John. EnCana Corp. 
also provided $3 million, and an 
additional $3 million is anticipated to 
be donated by the oil and gas industry. 
The B.C. government partnered with 
industry to commit $1 million to create 
the B.C. Oil and Gas Education and 
Training Consortium, which will help 
meet the demand for skilled workers. 

Government of BC News Release 
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AUGUST 2005 

RIG COUNT 
After eight months of drilling, weekly surveys conducted by the staff of Nickle's 

Rig Locator show an average of 476 drilling rigs were at work across the country, 17% 
more than last year's 408 count and well ahead of the previous record of 417 set in 
2001. 

By province, Alberta's drilling has risen the most -- to an average of 353 active 
rigs through the end of August, 18% (of 54 rigs) more than a year earlier.  Manitoba's 
small oilpatch is experiencing a rejuvenation this year with six rigs drilling and a 
year-to-date average of two active rigs, double last year's count. 

Saskatchewan drillers kept 45 rigs at work to the end of August, up 24% from 36 
rigs a year earlier while BC remains a hot spot with a record 73 working rigs so far in 
2005, 7% more than in 2004. 

Nickle's Energy Group 

SEPTEMBER 2005 

DUVERNAY 
Duvernay is currently operating three drilling rigs and three service rigs in the 

Sunset-Groundbirch core operating area. A total of 40 gas wells have now been 
drilled into the regional Doig gas pool as the company proceeds with large scale 
development of this extensive resource play. A total of 100 Doig gas wells are 
anticipated to have been drilled into the pool by the end of 2006. 

The start-up of the expanded Sunset 5-3 facility in early September will bring 
gas production levels at Sunset-Groundbirch to approximately 25 mmcf/d with 
significant further increases resulting from new facility construction at Sundown and 
Brassey in the second half of 2005 and early in 2006. 

The company is pleased to announce the discovery of a significant new gas pool 
in the Cretaceous Cadomin formation at South Groundbirch.  Duvernay has 
successfully drilled and completed three Cadomin gas wells into the pool and plans 
to drill an additional six pool delineation wells prior to end of 2005. The company 
estimates that it controls over 100 future Cadomin gas development locations in this 
gas pool covering over 40 sections. Many of the locations are well situated for both 
Cadomin and the deeper Doig gas reservoir  

A separate Cadomin gas-processing facility is being planned with a first quarter 
2006 start-up targeted. 

The Cadomin gas discovery provides the company with a second, pervasive, 
predictable gas horizon with significant reserve and production upside to 
complement the large Triassic Doig gas discovery made by the company in late 2002. 

www.duvernayoil.com 
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SEPTEMBER 2005 

ENCANA 
In early 2006, EnCana Corporation should have about 50 drilling rigs (about 

50% of its North American fleet) under longer-term contracts.  
"That will take away a lot of the concerns we have about making sure we have 

the right kind of rigs for our business," Randy Eresman, chief operating officer, said in 
a conference call to discuss second quarter results.  

EnCana recently signed contracts with three service providers for 27 rigs in 
Canada, including 20 new rigs to be built specifically for the Cutbank Ridge and 
Greater Sierra natural gas resource plays. The arrangements, which will be in place 
for about five years, will provide greater certainty with costs and rig availability. 

Although the costs will be a bit higher than would be experienced in a normal 
environment, EnCana believes it will be able to reduce the drilling times by about 
30% compared to other rigs on the market today.  

At Cutbank Ridge, second quarter production averaged 80 mmcf per day, nearly 
double sales of 41 mmcf per day in 2004. The project continues to show very good 
well performance and EnCana has been successful in managing its costs in the area. 
Output at Greater Sierra, also in Northern BC, averaged 228 mmcf per day, down 
from 247 mmcf per day reflecting the company's efforts to spread drilling out more 
evenly throughout the year.  

Nickel’s Energy Group 

2005 OIL & GAS SALE HIGHLIGHTS 
BC oil and gas sales for January 2005 came in at $24,970,000 for a total of 

43,163 hectares at an average price of $578.44 per hectare. 
Top bid went to Sandstone Land & Mineral Company. They spent $8.44 million 

for 6,837 hectares located about 12 km southwest of Groundbirch. The price per 
hectare is $1,234.88.  The parcel covers rights in all zones. 

Other active players in the same area are EnCana, Burlington Resources, 
Duvernay Oil, and Talisman Energy. 

BC took in $18.45 million in oil and gas sales in February 2005. 
Top bid went to Meridian Land Services which paid $4.44 million or $2,505 per 

hectare for 1772 hectares west of Tumbler Ridge near Bullmoose. 
Second-highest bid went to Township Land Co. which paid $3.12 million or 

$1,372.54 per hectare for 2,270 hectares located 3 km south of Pouce Coupe, BC. 
The Noel area, south of Dawson Creek, took centre stage after the province 

collected $60.06 million in March's oil & gas sales. 
Devon Oil Corp, a subsidiary of Devon Canada Corp, paid $11.45 million or 

$4,321.21 per hectare for a 2650 hectare drilling license at 93-P-8 near Noel. 
Active operators in the area include Burlington Resources and BP Canada 

Energy. 
Other active regions included Ojay, southeast of Dawson Creek, where $16.58 

million or $2,309 per hectare to purchase five parcels encompassing 6,835 hectares. 
BC took in $10.13 million in oil and gas sales in April 2005. 
A total of 25,190 hectares changed hands at an average price of $402.28 per 

hectare. 

(Continued on page 21) 
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(Continued from page 20) 
The May sale of oil and gas rights in Northeastern BC brought in $38.07 

million. 
Broker Windfall Resources purchased the 4,549 hectare license located 30 km 

due west of Dawson Creek near Groundbirch, for $14.21 million ($3,122.77 per 
hectare). According to Nickle's records, it is the most expensive parcel sold in 
Western Canada in 2005. 

Active players in the region include Burlington Resources Canada, Duvernay Oil 
Corp and Petro-Canada. 

Second-highest bid went to Canadian Natural Resources which paid $1.61 
million ($5,415.66 per hectare) for a 297 hectare lease, 195 km southwest of Dawson 
Creek. The bid was also the highest on a per hectare basis. 

The sale of 49,447 hectares sold for an average of $769.95 per hectare, the second 
highest average recorded in 2005. 

The June sale of oil and gas rights in Northeastern BC brought in $100.49 
million in bonuses from Crown sales. 

A total of 59,759 hectares sold at a price of $1,681.92 per hectare. 
Shell Canada was the big spender by purchasing 2,692 hectares for $85.56 

million. 
These properties are located southeast of Dawson Creek near the Alberta border. 
Time Seismic Exchange, a subsidiary of Veritas DGC Inc. is performing a massive 

program of 3-dimensional seismic shoots all along the Foothills belt -- from Brazeau 
in West Central Alberta all the way up to Dawson Creek and north along the 
foothills. The company will spend about $70 million this summer on its heliportable 
acquisition program, which will employ up to 500 people. 

The July sale of oil and gas rights in Northeastern BC brought in $42.19 
million. 

Highest bid on a per-hectare basis went to Canadian Coastal Resources which 
paid $3,219.71 for a 528 hectare drilling license.  The total cost for the parcel was $1.7 
million. 

The land is about 7 kilometres south of Groundbirch, BC, west of Dawson Creek. 
Canadian Coastal picked up a second 528-hectare license for $1.3 million or 

$2,462.53 per hectare in the same area. Both parcels cover rights in the same zones. 
Oil & gas sales revenues for August 2005 were $19.96 million. 
A total of 27,670 hectares changed hands at an average price of $721.50. 
Year-to-date bonuses are running slightly more than double those of 2004, with 

378,150 hectares fetching bonus bids of $314.33 million or $830.44 per hectare. 
That compares with $141.59 million gained on sales of 350,112 hectares recorded 

at the same time in 2004. 
Oil & gas sales revenue for September 2005 was $62.77 million. A total of 70, 

634 hectares changed hands at an average price of $883.86 per hectare. 
Year to date bonuses are $376.76 million on the sale of 449,144 hectares at an 

average price of $838.84 per hectare. That compares with $150.6 million gained on 
the sale of 388,327 hectares at an average price of $387.80 recorded at the same time 
last year. 

Nickle's Energy Group 
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JANUARY 2005 

GREAT NORTHERN CIRCLE ROUTE 
The Great Northern Circle Route is to help promote tourism in the North in our 

area as well as the others on the Route. 
The circle route runs from Prince George up Highway 97 to Dawson Creek, from 

there it travels north up the Alaska Highway and out to Highway 37, then comes out 
at Smithers and back into Prince George. 

It is a great loop because you experience the Northeast, the Northwest and bits 
and pieces along the way. 

By early next year, the Great Northern Circle Route should be out on various 
publications and provincial maps for everyone local and non-local to enjoy. 

Northeast News 

MAY 2005 

NORTHEAST TOURISM UP 
BC's tourism industry has bounced 

back after three tough years and almost all 
regions are sharing in the better times, 
according to a new report from BC Stats. 
Room revenues, a key tourism indicator, 
grew by 7.1% in 2004, BC Stats reports, 
with the Northeast leading the way. 

"For the second consecutive year, the 
Northeast region outperformed the rest  of 
the province in 2004, posting a growth 
rate of 12.2%.  This follows a gain of 22.1% 
in 2003," the report says. 

The large growth likely also reflects 
the region's strong economy, drawing 
seasonal workers to hotels and motels. 

Fort Nelson News, Sterling News Service 

JUNE 2005 

A TOURIST IN YOUR 
OWN TOWN 

As the tourist season hits its 
peak, Tourism Dawson Creek, 
introduced the Be a Tourist in Your 
Own Town program. 

The aim of the program is to 
help residents explore options they 
might otherwise overlook. 

The program kicked off with a 
city-wide mail-out that lists more 
than 20 different activities and 
locations that are prime for tourist 
season.  On the back of the flyer is a 
calendar listing special events for 
each day of the month. 

Peace River Block Daily News 

JUNE 2005 

CARRIAGE TOURS 
Horse-drawn carriage tours depart from Walter Wright Pioneer Village and 

travel throughout Dawson Creek. 
The tour focuses on the historical education and sites of Dawson Creek. 
After leaving the Pioneer Village, the carriage travels across Highway 97, giving 

participants brief facts of Rotary Lake, and local golf courses.  The tour continues 
along on 10th street, circling back towards the Pioneer Village. 

What local residents may find the most interesting about this tour is the 
amazing amount of facts delivered by any one of three tour guides throughout the 
tour.  Tidbits of information include the building of Rotary Lake in 1960, how Radar 
Lake got its name (after the early radar warning system was placed on Bear Mountain 
in 1954), and  why this area does not change time each fall and spring. 

The tour covers the recent art additions to Dawson Creek, commissioned by the 
City of Dawson Creek and created by Emily Mattson and Carl Mattson. 

Peace River Block Daily News 
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JULY 2005 

TOURISM EXCHANGE 
Tourism Dawson Creek is participating in a unique exchange program with 

Whitehorse, Watson Lake and Prince George.   
As part of the program, Tourism Dawson Creek will host the first of two 

exchange programs, welcoming Visitor Information Counsellors from Whitehorse 
and Prince George.  The counsellors will spend one week in Dawson Creek, engaging 
in such activities as city tours, visiting local attractions and cross training in the 
Dawson Creek Visitor Information Centre. 

The program allows visitors counsellors from around Northern BC and Yukon to 
gain firsthand knowledge about Dawson Creek that they can take back with them to 
their respective centres. 

In return, two Dawson Creek counsellors will be traveling to the selected 
communities and experiencing the same types of opportunities. 

Northeast News 

JULY 2005 

NORTHERN BC 
Northeastern BC has plenty to offer and it's only a six hour drive from 

Edmonton. 
A brochure available from Tourism Dawson Creek lists campgrounds along the 

Alaska Highway, providing a list of their amenities and the distance from Dawson 
Creek. 

The area offers beauty that is equal to what Banff and Jasper have to offer. 
Scenery ranges from mountain vistas to breathtaking waterfalls to raging rivers. 

In addition, the area is rich in history. 
Dawson Creek serves as a staging area for some of the most beautiful wilderness 

areas in British Columbia. 
Tumbler Ridge is as beautiful as Kananaskis, with fewer people and it's cheaper. 

The town also has some of the most accessible waterfalls and mountain scenery in 
BC.  Kinuseo Falls (60 kilometres south of Tumbler Ridge) is higher than Niagara 
Falls. Flatbed Falls is only 2 kilometres outside Tumbler Ridge. 

The Tumbler Ridge area is also rich in dinosaur footprints and trackways. 
Northeastern BC offers plenty of opportunities for fishermen. Some of the lakes 

in the area are stocked with fish such as rainbow and brook trout. Other fish species 
in Northeastern BC waters include walleye, Arctic grayling and Dolly Varden. 

Dawson Creek is at Mile 0 on the Alaska Highway.  The highway was built in 
eight months in 1942.  Road building crews pushed a road through the wilderness to 
allow war materials to be shipped to Alaska.  

Northeastern BC offers plenty of great golfing with a number of courses within 
an hour's drive of Dawson Creek.  

Dawson Creek has an unusual art gallery at Mile 0 of the Alaska Highway. A 
grain elevator was moved to the site and converted. 

Edmonton Journal 
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AUGUST 2005 

ROOM REVENUES 
Room revenues in the first quarter of this year were up across most of BC.  The 

Nechako region increased 26%, largely due to a Walt Disney movie shot in Smithers. 
The Thompson/Okanagan region was up 6.6%, the Northeast 5.8% and 

Vancouver Island 3.3%. 
The growth in the Northeast was sparked by strong demand from oil and 

gas service workers looking for temporary accommodations. 
Room revenues fell in the Kootenays (-5.3%), the Cariboo (-3%) and the Lower 

Mainland (-1.5%). 
The gain, although small, marked the seventh consecutive quarter in which room 

revenues have increased over the previous year, BC Stats reported. 
Despite the bump in room revenues, the number of visitors from outside the 

country entering Canada through BC fell 2.8% in the quarter.  Entries from the US 
fell more than 4%, enough to offset a 3.5% increase from other countries.  The big 
increase came in visitors from Germany, up 19%. 

Employment in key tourism-related industries crept up (+0.1%) mostly due to 
modest gains in the food and beverage services industry (+0.4%), while all the other 
sectors experienced job losses. 

BC Stats, Sterling News 

Carriage Tour 

Performers at annual 
opening of Walter 

Wright Village 

RCMP member poses with tourist  
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MAY 2005 

BRANDING THE PEACE 
The Peace produces some of 

Canada’s top honey, oats and lawn 
grass seed.  Organic producers can 
truly claim a top-quality product 
and there are world class artists and 
tourist attractions, as well as 
renewable resources like wind 
energy. 

Producers and organizations 
from across the BC and Alberta 
Peace got together a few years ago 
and decided to market the Peace 
Country as a unique region. 

Peace Country Canada is a 
marketing campaign to promote the 
entire Peace region.  Members come 
from all sectors of the economy:  
tourism, agri-food, investment, 
media, arts and manufacturing. 

For more information, visit 
http://www.peacecountry.com/. 

Peace River Block Daily News 

MAY 2005 

BULL SALES 
Bull sales in Dawson Creek are 

reflecting a western Canadian trend of 
slight increases over last year sales. The 
April Select Simmental Bull Sale held at 
the Dawson Creek Fair Grounds reported 
that the price average of $2,310 is slightly 
higher that last year’s average of $2,250. 

The majority of the consignors of the 
Select sale came from the Peace region 
including Spirit River, Dawson Creek, 
Woking, Cecil Lake, Beaverlodge and 
Bonanza. 

The First Choice Bull Sale held at 
Dawson Creek had a price average of 
$2,590. 

With the US-Canada border 
remaining closed due to the BSE crisis, 
cattlemen have cut back on costs by 
continuing to use older, aging herd sires. 

The price average of the All Breed Sale 
was $2,055.55. 

The Mirror 

JULY 2005 

TENDER BEEF CO-OP 
Peace Country Tender Beef Co-op members are being asked to commit more 

investor capital to the project, in order to access additional federal funds. 
Under the federal Repositioning the Canadian Livestock Strategy, the loan loss 

guarantee has been increased from 40% to 60%. 
The Co-op is asking each member to invest an additional minimum $1000, on top 

of what has already been invested, in order to access the new $17 million program. 
Other proposed meat plants are competing for the limited amount of funds in the 

new program. 
The Co-op is also looking at borrowing from the Northern Development 

Initiative Fund. 
Due to the rising cost of steel, the plans are to build it with a long enough kill 

line so that more work stations can be added as the kill is expanded without having 
to renovate. 

The building is expected to be between 20,000 and 25,000 square feet, and will 
begin processing 50 head per day, which is expected to increase to 200 head per day 
as time progresses. 

The slaughterhouse will be built to European standards and will feature pasture-
to-plate tracking, 100% BSE testing and organic feed regulations. 

Northeast Weekly, Peace River Block Daily News 
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JULY 2005 

US BORDER OPENS TO CANADIAN CATTLE 
On July 15, 2005, the US Ministry of Agriculture opened the border to Canadian 

cattle after a US federal appeals court dismissed arguments that imports could 
spread mad cow disease. 

According to the BC Ministry of Agriculture, the two-year ban on cattle has 
actually strengthened BC's industry in the long run, by causing it to become less 
dependent on the American economy.  Canada has been shipping to other countries, 
such as New Zealand, and increased its own processing capacity. 

It is estimated that the ban cost BC about 5.7% of the approximately $7 billion 
Cdn that Canadian ranchers feel they've lost in the trade tangle. 

Canada has had three cases of mad cow disease, while the US has had two, one in 
a Washington-state cow that was born in Alberta, and another in a Texas-born cow. 

Vancouver Sun 

AGRICULTURE 

AUGUST 2005 

LOCAL RANCHING INDUSTRY 
The local ranching industry is starting to show signs of recovery now that the 

US border is open to younger Canadian cattle. 
But some producers are still concerned about the "noise" being created by 

American lobby groups. 
Prices for cows jumped by up to 20 cents 

per pound since the US announced they would 
open their border to Canadian cattle aged 30 
months or less.  The prices for yearlings have 
gone up substantially. 

Exactly how fast the local industry is 
healing after the BSE crisis will be revealed over 
the next few weeks when feeder sales start. 

The limited freer trade was announced on 
July 14 by an American federal court of appeal. 

And although the border is open to some 
Canadian cattle, some producers are sending 
their cattle south at a younger age, due to the 
activities of American lobby groups. 

The National Farmer's Union in the US is 
raising alarms over the closure of meat packing 
facilities in that country due to unfavourable 
market conditions, linking the closures to the 
opening of the border to Canadian cattle. 

Alaska Highway News 
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OCTOBER 2005 

PINE VALLEY MINING 
Pine Valley Mining Corporation announced that it commenced commissioning 

of the Willow Creek coal preparation plant on October 10, 2005. 
The coal preparation plant will provide the Willow Creek Coal Mine with the 

capability of producing coking coal in addition to the low volatile pulverized coal 
injection ("PCI") coal it currently produces. The coal preparation plant will also 
provide greater flexibility in producing a range of Coking and PCI coal products by 
targeting ash levels that differentiate its coal from competitors in the market.  

The Company expects to commence mining its coking coal seams in late October 
and anticipates shipping trial cargoes of this coal to prospective long term customers 
over the next few months. 

Pine Valley is completing the installation of coal mining, crushing, preparation 
and handling facilities that will support an annual mine production capacity of 2.2 
million tonnes of product coal or greater. The coal preparation plant has an output 
capacity above that level and is designed such that additional increases can be 
achieved if appropriate. The Company expects the coal preparation plant to be 
operating at its design coal feed rate of 450 tonnes per hour by the end of October. 

A permit amendment application was filed with the British Columbia provincial 
government regulators in March 2005 requesting an increase from the currently 
permitted production level of 0.9 million tonnes per year to 2.2 million tonnes per 
year. The mine permit amendment application details an accelerated production rate 
using the current Willow Creek Coal Mine reserves and the mine and plant 
infrastructure without any increase in the area, known as the mine "footprint," 
utilized in the mining process.  

In April 2005, Pine Valley contracted with Tercon MRC to construct the mine. 
Pine Valley Coal continues to anticipate that the plant will be 

completed by autumn 2005. 
The coal preparation plant will enable the Willow Creek Coal Mine to 

produce both coking and pulverized coal injection (PCI) coal. The company 
currently produces only PCI coal. Pine Valley anticipates that production at 
the Willow Creek Coal Mine will eventually comprise of approximately 
65% PCI coal and 35% coking coal products. 

The company has initiated a drilling program to further define Pine Pass 
reserves for mining.  The company anticipates that the drill program will be 
completed by the middle of September 2005.  Should results be favourable, it 
is anticipated that a mine plan could be formulated by February 2006.   A 
budget of $2,750,000 has been allocated for Phase 1 which will include 50 
drill holes. 

Pine Valley Mining's Willow Creek Mine officially opened in July 2005. 
The Willow Creek Mine, located near Chetwynd is the first major new 

metallurgical coal mine established in Canada in more than 20 years. 
The Willow Creek Mine shipped its first coal to customers in September 2004, 

and shipped approximately 290,000 tonnes of coal during the year ended March 31, 
2005. 

During the fourth quarter of the 2004 fiscal year, the Company completed 
commissioning of the majority of the equipment constructed and installed at the 
Willow Creek Coal Mine. 

http://www.pinevalleycoal.com  

WILLOW CREEK COAL MINE 
Pine Valley Coal Project 
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MAY 2005 

HILLSBOROUGH RESOURCES 
Hillsborough signed a letter of intent to acquire a major land position in 

Northeastern BC coal fields. 
Property Highlights 
Eleven properties in close proximity with a total area covering approximately 
38,500 hectares of coal licenses, both granted and under application. 
Large portion of properties is underlain by the coal-bearing Gates and Gething 
metallurgical coal formations. 
Large potential coal tonnage amenable to conventional open-pit and 
underground mining methods. 
Close to major infrastructure -- CN Rail, power and the town of Tumbler Ridge, 
and with access to the coal port of Ridley Terminals in Prince Rupert. 
Diversified coal product -- coking, PCI and thermal coals. 
Some of the properties are: 
Murray River Group includes properties known to contain Gates and Gething 
metallurgical coal formations. The property is centred about 15 km southwest of 
the Quintette plantsite and rail head. 

The company has completed 24 drill holes and is very encouraged with the 
progress to date. 

Hillsborough will continue its drilling programs through the summer 
months and in July 2005 expects to complete the resource estimate on the 
Murray pit area and the Five Cabin Syncline southwest flank subarea. 

Exploration drilling will also be carried out during this summer season on 
the adjacent Waterfall and Turning Mountain properties, which comprise part 
of the Murray River Group. 
The Reesor property contains a 4 km section of a structure, referred to as the 
Main Syncline, containing both the Gates and Gething metallurgical coal 
formations. The property is situated close to the rail line running through the 
Wolverine River Valley. 
The Bickford property is located 45 km west of Chetwynd and contains the 

(Continued on page 29) 

MARCH 2005 

BELCOURT-SAXON PARTNERSHIP 
Northern Energy & Mining Inc (NEMI) and Western Canadian Coal have 

completed the formal documentation for the 50-50 joint venture on the Belcourt and 
Saxon properties. The Belcourt Saxon Ltd Partnership was formed to further explore 
and develop the Saxon and Belcourt coal properties, located in the Tumbler Ridge 
area in Northeastern BC. 

The partnership agreement contemplates expenditures of up to $20 million to 
increase the confidence-level of coal resources in areas evaluated by historical 
feasibility and other mining studies, to prepare new feasibility -level studies on areas 
identified as having surface mining potential, and to advance those potions of the 
properties that, to date, have seen limited exploration. NEMI and Western have each 
closed equity financings recently to provide funding for their respective 
commitments. 

www.westerncoal.com 
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(Continued from page 28) 
Gething formation coal measures.  
The Bullmoose property is located immediately west of the former Bullmoose 
mine-site and also contains the Gething coal measures. 
The Wapiti thermal coal property is centred about 40 km north of Tumbler 
Ridge, adjacent to the Heritage Highway that connects Tumbler Ridge and the 
City of Dawson Creek.  The single flat-lying coal seam underlies flat-topped 
mesas in situations well suited for area mining by dragline or excavator and 
truck.  A complete geological report will be prepared on this property in the first 
and second quarter of 2005. 

www.hillsboroughresources.com/ 

AUGUST 2005 

MINING SECTOR  
BC's construction sector employs 164,000 workers, up from 140,000 in June 

2004, according to Statistics Canada. 
Residential developments continue to dominate a record list of 626 capital 

projects which were planned or underway between April and June. Each project is 
worth at least $15 million. 

StatsCan data shows BC had Canada's largest increase in non-residential 
construction during the second quarter when the value of non-residential permits 
surged 19.1% to $992 million, ahead of second place Alberta at 13.4%. 

The capital cost of all major projects currently underway in BC is estimated at 
$31 billion, while projects worth about $43 billion are still on the drawing board. 
Some may never proceed. 
PROJECTS ON THE DRAWING BOARD: 

The Five Cabin Property Coal Mine by Hillsborough Resources. Proposed coal 
mine development in the Tumbler Ridge area. Project includes constructing a 
wash plant and loadout facilities. Estimated cost: $140 million. Start: 2007. 
Finish: 2009.  
Hermann Coal Mine by Western Canadian Coal. Proposed coal mine to include 
mining the Hermann deposits located on four Coal Licenses in the southern 
portion of the Wolverine property. Estimated cost: $20 million. www.
westerncoal.com/  
Lossan Coal Mine by Cline Mining Corporation. Proposed mine to be built in 
phases to produce 1 million tonnes of PCI (pulverized injection coal) and coking 
coal annually. Estimated cost: $25 million. Start: Early 2006. Finish: 2008.  
Belcourt & Saxon Coal Mines by Western Canadian Coal/Northern Energy & 
Mining. Two proposed mining projects in close proximity to one another. Mines 
may share some common facilities, such as a wash plant and loadout facilities. 
Currently in the exploration stage, with feasibility studies potentially starting in 
Summer 2005. Estimated cost: $100 million. Start: Summer 2007. Finish: Early 
2008. www.westerncoal.com/  

(Continued on page 30) 
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(Continued from page 29) 
PROJECTS UNDER CONSTRUCTION: 

Trend Coal Mine by Northern Energy Mining Inc. Proposed open pit coal mine 
with a total of 18 to 23 million tonnes and an expected life of 12 to 15 years to be 
developed in two phases. Site is located 25 km south of Tumbler Ridge. 
Currently in the pre-application stage of the Environmental Assessment process. 
Estimated cost: $75 million. Start: March 2006. Finish: Late 2006.  
Burnt River/Brazion Coal Mine Properties by Western Canadian Coal. 
Development potential of the combined Burnt River and Brazion properties, 
located approximately 50 km south of Chetwynd. This project is simultaneously 
being examined with the Wolverine coal project near Tumbler Ridge. The Dillon 
Mine is focused on the Dillon Syncline of the Burnt River property -- this 
portion received its Mines Act permit in September 2004 and commenced in 
November 2004. It will exploit a mining reserve of 1.56 million tonnes at an 
annual rate of 240,000 tonnes and will be campaign mined at a rate of up to 
60,000 tonnes/month. Studies are also now underway toward applications for an 
Environmental Assessment Certificate and permit to mine the adjacent Brule 
deposit. It is currently at the pre-application stage. Production at the Brule 
Mine would be expected by the beginning of 2006, and together with the Dillon 
Mine, the targeted production will be 1.5 Mt/annum of PCI coal. Estimated cost: 
$45 million. Start: November 2004. Finish: Spring 2006. www.westerncoal.com/  

PROJECTS IN PRODUCTION: 
Willow Creek Coal Project by Pine Valley Mining Corporation. Thermal and 
semi-hard coking coal mine 45 km west of Chetwynd. Initial production of 
900,000 tonnes/yr of coking and steam coal and processing at 250 tonnes/hour. 
Feasibility report was issued in September 2003. Large sample testing has taken 
place for which a raw coal operation began in Spring 2004. Stage 2 development, 
which is underway, includes the installation of a coal preparation plant which 
will handle coal crushing, handling and train loading facilities, next to the rail 
siding and construction of additional ancillary infrastructure. A non-binding 
letter of intent has been signed with a leading coal trading company. All of the 
production from this mine could potentially be sold to Asian markets. Project 
Manager is Merit Consultants International. Estimated cost: $29 million. Start: 
Summer 2004. Finish: Fall 2005. www.pinevalleycoal.com/  
Wolverine Coal Mine by Western Canadian Coal. The revised project 
description for the Wolverine property near the Bullmoose mine 23 km west of 
Tumbler Ridge includes the shift to mining the Wolverine-Perry Creek mine as 
an open pit for the first 8 years of operations with deferment of underground 
mining. The revised mine plan is based on mining 17 million run-of-mine tonnes 
for an annual production level of 1.6 million tonnes. The project received 
environmental assessment approval in January 2005. The project is expected to 
produce 200 permanent jobs and is simultaneously being examined with the 
Brazion project southwest of Chetwynd. Estimated cost: $116 million. Start: 
April 2005. Finish: Late 2005. www.westerncoal.com/  

BC Stats, Vancouver Sun, Alaska Highway News 

MINING 
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AUGUST 2005 

WESTERN CANADIAN COAL 
Western Canadian Coal announced that it has accelerated the estimated 

completion date for the construction of the Wolverine coal preparation plant and rail 
load-out by 6 months from early 2007 to July 2006. 

The plant is designed and will be built to handle 3.0 million tonnes of hard 
coking coal per annum, however its initial throughput will be 2.4 million tonnes. 
Currently, the Company's mine permit allows for the production of 1.6 million tonnes 
of clean metallurgical coal per annum on the Perry Creek and EB open-pit properties 
over an 11-year period. The Company however has applied to the BC government for 
an increase to the allowable production to 2.4 million tonnes per annum. A decision 
is expected on the application by the fourth quarter of 2005. The estimated 
marketable coal from the Perry Creek and EB open-pits is 15.6 million tonnes of 
metallurgical coal and 0.3 million tonnes of thermal coal. The Company's goal is to 
increase production from the Wolverine group of properties from 2.4 million tonnes 
per year to 3.0 million tonnes per year with the inclusion of production from future 
mining activities at the nearby Hermann property and the Perry Creek underground 
resource. 

The accelerated construction schedule is primarily a result of a letter of intent 
entered into with the Sedgman group of companies, pursuant to which Sedgman will 
build a turnkey coal preparation plant for WCCC by July 2006. 

Sedgman, an international company headquartered in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
specializes in the design, engineering, construction and operation of coal preparation 
plants and material handling systems worldwide. 

In April, Westmar announced it would establish a construction site office for 
Western Canadian Coal’s Wolverine project located 23 km from Tumbler Ridge, BC. 

Westmar specializes in design, project and construction management of bulk 
materials handling and processing systems. 

http://www.westmar.com/, CCNMatthews 

MINING 

SEPTEMBER 2005 

NORTHERN ENERGY & MINING INC. (NEMI) 
An update on the development of NEMI's Trend Project located near Tumbler 

Ridge, British Columbia. 
Production 
NEMI is expecting production from its Trend Small Mine ("TSM") to commence 

on schedule in the 4th quarter of 2005. The TSM initial production rate is targeted at 
60,000 tonnes per month. Significant progress has been made in the areas outlined 
below. 

Construction of Loadout Facility 
Subgrade construction of the Rail Loop and Coal Loadout is nearing completion 

and the installation of the associated rail is about 50% complete. Completion of the 
rail installation and the Small Mine Loadout Facility is expected by mid to late 
October. 

Re-installation of rail from Mile 70 of the Tumbler Ridge Branch Line  
Excellent progress has been achieved in re-establishing the 16 kilometres of rail 

line previously removed from the Tumbler Ridge Branch Line. Crews are now on-site 

(Continued on page 32) 
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(Continued from page 31) 
laying rail. Approximately 8 kilometres have been completely re-installed with the 
balance to be completed by mid to late October.  

Minesite and Plant Construction 
Clearing and timber harvesting of the mine and plant sites were completed at the 

end of August 2005. 
Construction of the plant-site facilities is well advanced. Concrete foundations 

have been poured and will be in place for the delivery and installation of the coal 
washplant. The plant building is being erected. The main plant components for the 
TSM have been shipped and are now either onsite or are being trucked to the site. 
The plant will have an initial annual capacity in the range of 1.2 - 1.8 million tonnes 
that allows the Company the ability to handle future increased coal production. 

Rail and Port Agreements 
NEMI has recently announced the completion of a Transportation Agreement 

with CN Rail to ship its coal product to Ridley Terminals near Prince Rupert, BC.  
NEMI has also announced a Letter of Intent with Ridley Terminals Inc. for use of 

their port facilities at Ridley Island Terminals and the Company expects to finalize 
and sign the formal agreement shortly. 

Full Mine Study  
NEMI is advancing the Trend Coal Project by 

completing a full mine feasibility study with 
production levels of 1.5 - 2.0 million tones per annum. 
This study is being undertaken by Norwest 
Corporation and is expected to be completed shortly. 
Subject to the feasibility study, the Company plans to 
make application this fall to the BC Government for 
an EAO certificate and Mine Permit for its planned 
larger scale production. With these permits in place 
by mid-2006, the construction and development of 
the full mine could begin. Upon a successful 
commissioning of the TSM Project, together with the 
necessary regulatory approvals for the full mine, 
management intends to implement a plan to 
immediately increase coal production from the initial 
rate (60,000 tonnes per month) through the TSM coal 
washplant. 

 
Additional Resource Definition and Exploration  
The Company is in the process of defining additional coal resources on the Trend 

property. A summer drill program being conducted on part of Roman Mountain 
Block is nearing completion.  

NEMI Northern Energy and Mining Inc. is a western Canadian based coal 
company with strategically located metallurgical coal properties in northeast British 
Columbia. The Company owns a 100% interest in the Trend Property located near 
the town of Tumbler Ridge. NEMI also has a 50% interest in the Belcourt Saxon 
Limited Partnership that covers over 50,000 hectares of known and highly 
prospective coal bearing land in northeast British Columbia. 

Northern Energy & Mining Inc 

Trend Small Mine Development Areas 

MINING 
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SEPTEMBER 2005 

CLINE MINING CORP 
Cline Mining Corp is currently bringing two metallurgical steel making coal 

mine projects into commercial production in British Columbia. The Lossan Coal 
Mine project is located in Northeastern British Columbia south of Chetwynd and the 
Lodgepole Coal Mine project is in the Crows Nest Pass Coalfield of Southeastern 
British Columbia. Both coal mine developments are on schedule with first mining to 
commence in the first Quarter of 2006. 

The results from both the Lossan and Lodgepole coal mine projects confirms the 
coals is suitable for steel making purposes producing Pulverized Coal Injection (PCI) 
as well as coking coal grades, with excellent blending attributes and qualities. 

The Lodgepole and Lossan coal mines are to be brought into initial coal 
production at 250,000 tonnes a year increasing to 1.0 million tonnes of coal annually. 
The total Canadian Coal Resource Classifications by Norwest Corporation and GR 
Technical Services for both mines reports 102.6 million tonnes of coal in place. 

First mining is scheduled at the end of the first Quarter of 2006 for the Lossan 
mine. 

Norwest Corporation has completed a three-dimensional block computer model 
for the Lossan Coal Mine. Initially, the coal will be mined selectively to produce a 
low ash PCI or Met coal for direct shipping. A modular 1 million tonne per year 
product coal process wash plant will be constructed to fully utilize the present 20 
million tonne coal resource at Lossan . The Lossan coal processing plant and rail load 
out facility is to be located adjacent to the Canadian National Rail line in the Pine 
River Valley. The site is to be provided by the British Columbia Government on a 
proposed ‘joint use’ arrangement with Western Canadian Coal. 

Cline Mining has joined the Ridley Shippers Coalition, which has been formed 
by the principal coal mines and developers in the Northeast Area of British Columbia, 
Canada. The Ridley Shippers Coalition consortium is in discussions to acquire the 

Ridley Terminal Inc. bulk coal terminal 
located at Prince Rupert on the Pacific 
coast, British Columbia from the 
Canadian Government. The Ridley 
Terminal is a major bulk coal shipping 
facility with a capacity to load for export 
16 million tonnes of coal annually into 
vessels of up to 240,000 dwt. The 
Terminal will primarily serve the coal 
mines of Northeastern British Columbia 
to which it is connected by unit train 
service. 

www.clinemining.com 

Lossan Coal Mine 
Cline Mining Project 

MINING 
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OCTOBER 2005 

COMMERCIAL LICENSING CENTRE  
A provincial commercial vehicle permit and licensing centre in Dawson Creek 

will help the growing commercial trucking industry boost productivity while 
protecting safety.  

The centre will initially provide permit and licensing services for the Peace 
region and will transition to become the permit and licensing centre for the entire 
province over the next 18 months. The centre will be temporarily located on the site 
of the current Dawson Creek weigh scale. A new permanent location for the centre is 
currently being planned.  

In excess of 150,000 permits and licenses are issued to commercial vehicles 
operating in British Columbia on an annual basis. More than 35% of these come 
directly from the Peace Region. The new provincial permit centre will respond to 
permit requests from commercial operators across the province and will promote 
economic development by focussing staff on enhancing the delivery of these services.  

Once the permit centre is operational, commercial vehicle weighing and safety 
concerns will no longer be conducted at the Dawson Creek weigh scale. The scale 
will continue to operate as a self-weigh centre for commercial vehicles.  

Three new mobile commercial vehicle safety inspectors will be established in 
Dawson Creek to respond to the shifting patterns of commercial transportation 
across the Peace region.  

Commercial vehicle safety inspectors in both BC and Alberta are also working in 
cooperation to promote enhanced safety for commercial vehicle operators travelling 
between the two provinces.  

Peace River Block Daily News 

MARCH 2005 

AIR TRAFFIC 
The Dawson Creek Airport 

facilitated increased air traffic across 
the board. 

There were 494 total movements 
in January 2005 compared to 418 
during January 2004. 

The passenger statistics also 
showed an increase.  Central 
Mountain Air had 388 passengers 
throughout the month and Hawkair 
had 1,339 passengers.  Total 
passengers were 1,727 compared to 
1,236 over the same period last year. 

Peace River Block Daily News 

JANUARY 2005 

CENTURY AIR 
A new flight school, Century Air, 

has opened in Dawson Creek. 
The school is located at the Dawson 

Creek Regional Airport and has the 
schooling plane in the hangar right 
beside the main terminal. 

Century Air will not do charters but 
can do sight-seeing tours as well as 
photography flights. 

Through Century Air, it is possible 
to get a recreation license all the way to 
a commercial pilot’s license. 

Northeast News 

TRANSPORTATION 
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AUGUST 2005 

PUBLIC TRANSIT 
For the second straight year, ridership on the Dawson Creek public transit 

system has seen a considerable increase, according to a report released by BC Transit. 
According to the July report, the city had 112,843 rides on the two buses over a 

one-year period, for a 9% increase. 
The report tallies ridership throughout 24 separate systems.  Dawson Creek 

showed the sixth highest yearly increase, behind Kamloops (16%), Comox Valley, 
Campbell River, Vernon Regional and Sunshine Coast. 

Peace River Block Daily News 

 

CITY INITIATIVES 

APRIL 2005 

CN RAIL 
The 46-mile stretch of rail track between Hythe, Alberta and Dawson Creek, BC 

is set to open on May 31, 2005. 
Over the last nine months, more than 1000 rotted or damaged ties were replaced 

and work done on 17 bridges. 
Peace River Block Daily News 

OCTOBER 2005 

PEACE ENERGY 
Peace Energy Corporation and Aeolis Wind Power Corporation have signed a 

working agreement for the Bear Mountain Wind Park. 
Aeolis will be placing additional testing equipment on Bear Mountain in October 

and can now move forward with the Environmental Assessment for the project. 
In the long term, the local co-op is looking to develop a wind farm that could 

produce 50 to 75 megawatts of power with as many as 50 separate wind turbines. 
Peace River Block Daily News 

OCTOBER 2005 

ENERGY AWARD 
The City of Dawson Creek received an Honourable Mention at the 2005 Energy 

Aware awards for Energy Planning and Implementation at the Union of BC 
Municipalities Convention. 

Phase one of the City’s Energy Plan, based on the Pembina Research Institute 
recommendations, was implemented in September 2005 by city council.  The seven 
recommendations included installing a solar hot water system at City Hall, 
retrofitting existing buildings for energy conservation and developing a vehicle 
purchasing policy. 

Peace River Block Daily News 
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OCTOBER 2005 

FAIR SHARE 
The Alberta advantage is fading in Northeastern BC as a beckoning red carpet is 

woven with incentives for business and community growth is laid. 
Northern BC civic leaders have won a share of resource revenues for local 

services.  BC royalties are also being plowed back into road and pipeline building 
partnerships with energy companies. 

The Fair Share scheme endows northern BC municipalities with funds for 
expanded local services required by industrial and population growth such as streets 
and sewage treatment.  Instead of making local leaders plead for aid from each annual 
budget, the province follows a formula of yearly grant increases. 

The system assesses property values of wells, plants and pipelines spreading out 
across the northeastern BC countryside. 

No property tax is collected.  The province taps its growing oil and gas royalties 
to give towns and cities grants as if they could levy taxes on industrial installations 
outside their boundaries. 

Grants are indexed to increase automatically as fast as the industry drills and 
builds.  Payments currently rise at an annual rate of 8%. 

Similar reinvestment of BC royalties — which multiplied 10-fold into the $2 
billion range since the 1990s, excluding windfalls from current energy price peaks — 
is done by partnerships between industry and provincial government. 

Alberta-based companies are spending an estimated $4.5 billion a year on 
natural gas drilling and development in northeastern BC, or about half their projected 
annual spending on oilsands plant construction in their home province. 

A private-public partnership program inaugurated two years ago has built 284 
kilometres of all-season roads that made it possible to add 220 new wells to the gas 
production network. 

Another 25 projects are proposed by 13 companies to build 600 kilometres of 
new roads for $107 million. 

Total expenditures on industry partnership roads are currently forecast to hit 
$175 million. 

The program’s value showed last spring when EnCana kept 16 drilling rigs 
operating in northeastern BC while only running two units across the border in 
Alberta, where equipment stops rolling to comply with weight bans while melting 
snow undermines poor quality roads. 

The next BC collaboration with northern industry will be on construction new 
pipelines.  Decisions are expected to start this fall on 25 proposals for $130 million 
worth of new lines which, like the roads, will be made available as services to the 
entire industry. 

The province covers its half of infrastructure project costs by granting the 
corporate partners credits against future royalties that expire as soon as their shares 
of expenses are covered. 

The province’s northern road partnerships with energy firms pay for themselves 
in one to two years of new royalties on added wells.  New pipelines may take three or 
four years to pay off but the production they add lasts 12 to 15 years or more. 

Edmonton Journal 
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JANUARY 2005 

GRADUATED PST 
Proponents of a graduated PST system for British Columbia are waiting for an 

answer from Victoria on their proposal to cut the Provincial Sale Tax rate from 7% to 
4% for regions bordering Alberta, where there is no provincial sales tax. 

The province will make a decision by the end of the year.   
For many years, British Columbia consumers have traveled to stores in Alberta to 

avoid paying the PST on purchases such as clothing, furniture, electronics, sporting 
goods and appliances.  Saving $70 on a $1000 item is, for many, well worth the two to 
five-hour round trip.  Research shows that about $230 million of BC money leaks this 
way every year across the border into Alberta.  The PST inequality over many years 
has helped the growth of Alberta communities such as Grande Prairie and Canmore, 
at the cost of communities on the BC side of the border, in Northeastern and 
Southeastern BC. 

The PST Committee is calling for a ten-year pilot program, which would allow 
for time to adequately track the economic growth of BC border communities. 

PRRD News 

CITY INITIATIVES 

JANUARY 2005 

PROPERTY ASSESSMENTS 
A single family home in Dawson Creek or surrounding areas that was valued at 

$98,000 in the summer of 2003, is valued at approximately $121,000 in the summer of 
2004. 

Overall, the taxable value of Dawson Creek's assessment roll increased from 
$440.2 million last year to approximately $513.5 million this year. In Pouce Coupe the 
taxable roll increased from $20.5 million to $25.6 million, and in the Rural South 
Peace area, the roll went from $768 million to 4857 million. 

The Mirror 

JANUARY 2005 

ALASKA HIGHWAY PROMOTION 
Representatives from the Alaska Highway communities who signed the 

Memorandum of  Understanding following the Alaska Highway International Forum 
have approved the initial phases of the initiative. The community representatives 
agreed to the revised organizational structure, the stages which will be required to 
invite participation of First Nation groups and Alaska Highway communities, the 
framework of the Scenic Byways program, the pursuit of funding applications, the 
distribution of the revised document to stakeholders and the development of a 
communication strategy. 

The Memorandum of Understanding encourages stakeholders to work 
cooperatively in addressing issues relating to maintenance, infrastructure and 
preservation of wilderness, cultural and historic values of this important “working 
highway”. 

The simplified organizational structure designates the Northern Rockies Alaska 
Highway Tourism Association as the body to administer the Alaska Highway 
Community Initiative as an independent project and to deliver the initiative 
according to the bylaws and financial monitoring systems of the association. 

Peace River Block Daily News 
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CITY INITIATIVES 

JANUARY 2005 

AGRICULTURAL LAND 
RESERVE 

Pouce Coupe and Dawson Creek 
will be working together to create a 
new proposal for releasing land from 
the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR). 

Getting land released from the 
ALR is vital to any future growth 
Pouce Coupe is planning.  There are 
two parcels of land within municipal 
boundaries on the west side of the 
village in the ALR that are significant 
as well as another quarter section. 

Peace River Block Daily News 

APRIL 2005 

COMMUNITY HERITAGE 
COMMISSION 

A new Community Heritage 
Commission will be an important step 
towards the preservation and expansion 
of the city’s historical base. 

The long-term plan is for the 
preservation and conversation of 
existing heritage structures, like the 
museum and the pioneer village.  There 
are also plans for promoting more 
heritage things in the community, and to 
get more children involved in heritage 
experiences. 

The commission will consist of 
seven members. 

Peace River Block Daily News 
APRIL 2005 

ALASKA-CANADA RAIL 
Dawson Creek sent a delegation 

to the Alaska-Canada Rail Corridor 
Conference in Prince George. 

R e c e n t l y  t h e  C a n a d i a n 
government has agreed to join the US 
to fund an in depth feasibility study of 
the project. 

The concept is to build a railroad 
along the route of the proposed Alaska 
pipeline to assist in building it and 
facilitate the exploration of resources 
throughout Alaska, Yukon and 
Northern BC. 

The main thrust of the conference 
was to get the US delegation from the 
State of Alaska committed to the idea 
of the Alaska-Canada Rail Corridor. 
The project, estimated to cost 
between $5 billion and $10 billion 
with funding from both federal 
governments and possibly private 
interests, is still in its infancy. 

Peace River Block Daily News 

MAY 2005 

DAWSON CREEK 
WATERSHED SOCIETY 

The Dawson Creek Watershed 
Society has a mandate to restore and 
sustain the watershed of the Dawson 
Creek as a healthy ecosystem, as well as 
promote stewardship of the watershed 
through education and public programs. 

The City of Dawson Creek is a 
permanent member of the Society and 
has appointed three representatives. 

The Dawson Creek starts about 8 
miles west of the city and ends where it 
drains into the Pouce River, about 500 
metres east of the Snakepit Road. 

The society’s plan of action includes 
hiring a consultant to help with stream, 
hydrology and vegetation and wildlife 
assessment, thanks to a $12,000 grant 
from the City of Dawson Creek.  The 
critical work that needs to be done will 
likely include a general cleanup of the 
creek and bank stabilization. 

Peace River Block Daily News 
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CITY INITIATIVES 

JULY 2005 

COMPUTER 
RECYCLING 

From August 1st until 
September 30, DC Recycling 
and Bottle Depot in Dawson 
Creek will take computer 
systems -- the monitor, CPU, 
printer, keyboard, mouse, 
scanner and other peripherals -- 
and televisions, as part of a 
electronic waste pilot project. 

DC Recycling and Bottle 
Depot, BC Bottle Depot 
Association (BCBDA) and 
Genesis Recycling have 
partnered to run this trial e-
waste collection program and it 
is very exciting that this region 
was chosen to pilot the project. 

This trial project will assist 
BCBDA to determine how 
much e -waste is being stored 
throughout the province and 
will also test the recording and 
tracking system of all computer 
parts. 

Genesis Recycling removes 
the information from the 
computers before they are 
processed. Intact computers are 
disassembled in BC; the raw 
materials recovered may be 
shipped to markets around the 
world. 

E-waste materials contain 
varying amounts of hazardous 
and toxic substances including 
lead, mercury and cadmium. 
These materials pose a threat to 
public  health and the 
environment when disposed of 
improperly.  E-waste materials 
also contain recoverable 
resources such as precious and 
non-precious metals, glass and 
plastics. 

Northern Environmental Action Team 
newsletter PRRDy Says 

JULY 2005 

COMMUNITY PARTNERS 
The Community Partners is a partnership 

between the City of Dawson Creek and 
participants contributing to the maintenance 
and care of set areas. 

Individuals, groups and committees can 
adopt a park, trail or walkway through the 
Adopt-a-Park program.  This particular 
program has unlimited possibilities for local 
enjoyment and beautification.  Grass removal, 
litter control, grass maintenance, watering, 
park patrol, and pruning and weed control are 
just a few tasks that participants can do. 

The Sponsorship Through Donation 
program is more geared towards, but not 
limited to groups and organizations.  Schools, 
corporations, foundations and associations are 
contributors to the community.  The program 
sees several ways to sponsor, including the 
sponsorship or donation towards cleanup, park 
benches or playground equipment, as well as 
providing funding for volunteer recognition.  
Services-in-kind are an added way to provide 
support, which can include development of 
park areas, trails and landscaping.   

The Adopt-a-Street program carries a 
one-block minimum that can include business 
parking lots and sidewalk areas.  Roads, right-
of-ways and streets also fall under this banner.  
The Adopt-a-Tree program is an agreement to 
undertake tree planting activities within a 
specific area that is clearly defined and 
established by the City.  The city has close 
involvement with this program by specifying 
the proper species of trees for a given area, as 
well as providing plant materials, equipment 
and assisting with the planting itself. 

Through the Adopt-a-Garden program, 
participants can be involved in the 
maintenance of existing garden areas as well as 
the creation of new ones, which can include 
outlying areas, parks, roads, and vacant city 
owned lots and civic properties. 

The Adopt-an-Environmentally-
Sensitive-Area program involves the 
preservation and maintenance of waterfront 
areas. 

The Mirror 
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TAX RATES 
For the second straight year, Dawson Creek is reducing the residential tax rate 

according to the 2005 budget. 
The municipal tax rate has been set at $6.13 per $1000 in taxable value.  That 

figure is down from the $7.10 last year. 
This is the twelfth year out of the last thirteen that there has been a tax 

decrease in Dawson Creek. 
Business owners will also see a tax rate decrease from last year’s $29.96 per 

$1000 to $25.88.  The business tax rate has declined 32.8% since 1992. 
The 2005 annual city budget for services totals $20,550,025.  The biggest 

chunks of it are earmarked towards the RCMP ($2,625,200, 12.8%); legislative, 
administrative and fiscal services ($2,504,500, 12.2%); and public works 
($2,327,500, 11.3%). 

The city is projecting $6,436,200 in income from property taxes and 
approximately $6.6 million from the provincial Memorandum of Understanding 
(Fair Share) grant.  The city will also see $182,507 from traffic fine allocations from 
the province, an increase from the $38,937 realized in 2004. 

Peace River Block Daily News 

CITY INITIATIVES 

AUGUST 2005 

MULTIPLEX BORROWING 
Dawson Creek council has recommended that the Peace River Regional District 

move to lock in a 4.95% interest rate on the $17 million they were authorized to 
borrow by taxpayers for the construction of the South Peace Community Multiplex. 

According to a report submitted to a special council meeting, the increased 
assessment value coupled with the low interest rates will save money for residential 
taxpayers. 

The service area taxpayers will pay $1.5 million less over the 20-year term than 
the original estimate.  Further, residential taxpayers will pay at least 11 cents less per 
thousand than they agreed to initially in the referendum for the first year.  This will 
drop even further in the subsequent years if assessment growth continues. 

In April 2004, 69% of Dawson Creek, Pouce Coupe and specified portions of 
Area D and E agreed to a $1.05 per $1000 of assessed property value increase in 
property taxes to fund the construction of the South Peace Community Multiplex. 

Peace River Block Daily News 
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SEPTEMBER 2005 

COMMUNITIES IN BLOOM 
Dawson Creek received 4 out of 5 blooms in this year’s competition. 
Overall, the city received a 78% score to come in second to Parksville. 

Peace River Block Daily News 

AUGUST 2005 

NORTHERN DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE 
The Peace Regional Advisory Committee for the Northern Development 

Initiative met to establish the basic principles to guide future decisions.  The Peace 
RAC, chaired by Mayor Wayne Dahlen of Dawson Creek, is responsible for 
determining the distribution of a $15,000,000 legacy fund established by the Province 
of British Columbia. 

The legacy amounts are funded from the proceeds of the BC Rail lease and are 
intended to facilitate economic development in Northeastern BC.  To be eligible for 
funding, proposals must create sustainable economic activity and create jobs in the 
region. 

The Peace RAC has resolved to maintain the $15 million legacy in perpetuity, 
including provision of inflation adjustments to ensure that there is no erosion of the 
fund in real terms.  Project funding will be available from investment income over and 
above the amounts required to maintain the legacy portion. 

Public announcement of investment decisions are scheduled for November 2005. 
Fort Nelson News 

SEPTEMBER 2005 

ENERGY PLAN 
City council has approved its first Community Energy Plan. 
According to a study commissioned from the Pembina Institute, the municipality 

spent approximately $920,000 on consumption costs, $514,000 on electricity and 
$258,000 on natural gas in 2004. 

Included in the report is a series of seven recommendations for the municipality 
to ensure more efficient use of energy and resources. 

The recommendations include working with utility companies to track energy 
use in specific facilities, acquiring software that compares different vehicles in terms 
of energy efficiency over their lifespan, enlisting in a federal program to study the 
possibility of energy efficient retrofits for municipal buildings, consider signing a 
Memorandum of Understanding with the Peace Energy Co-operative and 
investigating the possibility of purchasing wind energy for city use. 

Peace River Block Daily News 
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SEPTEMBER 2005 

SOLAR ENERGY 
With the announcement that a solar hot water system will be installed at City 

Hall, Phase 1 of Dawson Creek’s Community Energy Plan (CEP) received a jump-
start during the regional launch of the Solar BC hot water project. 

“We want the installation at City Hall to be a focal point for the region where 
people can see an operating system and also find information on training for installers 
or developers,” says Mayor Dahlen.  “It will also be a place where the consumer can 
find out more about the advantages of solar hot water.” 

“Dawson Creek has hit the ground running with a solar water heating system 
already planned for City Hall,” says Morgan McDonald of Taylor Munro Energy 
Systems.  “The solar collectors will be installed in a visible location which will make 
for a great demonstration site, reminding everyone that renewable energy is out 
there, ready and waiting to be captured,” “Though City Hall is an office building, the 
proposed solar system is the same size as a typical residential hot water system, so 
people can get an understanding of what they might see on their homes if they choose 
to go solar,” says McDonald. 

A residential solar hot water system reduces greenhouse gases by one-tenth.  
Participating residents will also notice a sizeable decrease in their heating bills. 

Residents who sign up can expect to have 20 to 30 seven-foot long solar power 
tubes installed to collect energy from sunlight.  The heat collected from those goes to 
the hot water tank and is dispersed through heat exchange. 

The system does not replace gas or electric heating, but rather augments it to 
make it more efficient. 

The systems will cost from $3,000 to $6,000.  Under the partnership, the city 
will be offering an overall 25% discount on the equipment and installation as well as 
a helping hand to anyone who might be interested in trying out the new system. 

The Solar BC meeting in Dawson Creek was attended by over 70 people 
including local contractors looking at the feasibility of installing solar hot water 
systems and the general public exploring the idea of saving energy costs through 
solar power. 

Peace River Block Daily News, Tumbler Ridge News 

CITY INITIATIVES 
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EDUCATION 

OCTOBER 2005 

RIG TECHNICIAN TRAINING 
The Oil and Gas Centre of Excellence at Northern Lights College in Fort St. 

John will soon break ground as a result of new industry funding and will include a 
new oil-and-gas rig technician-apprenticeship training program. 

The centre will support the college's plans to accommodate an additional 180 
students in oil-and-gas related vocational, trades, career and technical programs, 
resulting in 297 seats at the college to provide skills to the industry. 

EnCana Corporation is handing over $3 million to fund the $12-million 
program. The province is contributing $6 million and the remaining $3 million will 
come from industry. 

Other participating companies are: Anadarko Canada Corporation; Baker 
Hughes Canada; Baytex Energy Trust; BG Canada; Canadian Natural Resources 
Ltd.; Devon Canada Corporation; Duke Energy; Ensign Energy Services Inc.; Esso 
Imperial Oil; Penn West Energy Trust; Petro-Canada; Progress Energy Trust; 
ProEx Energy and Talisman Energy. 

The centre will allow new and existing rig workers to be fully trained in BC, 
where until now no apprenticeship training had been available. That means British 
Columbia for the first time will have the means to certify oil and gas rig technicians -- 
making BC's industry less reliant on workers from other provinces. 

The new rig technician-training program is the Canadian Association of 
Oilwell Drilling Contractors' response to labour shortages. Apprentices will spend 
one year in each of the three positions offered (motorhand, derrickhand and driller) 
to be fully certified by the Industry Training Authority for qualifications to work in 
both BC and Alberta. 

Nickles Energy 

JANUARY 2005 

NORTHERN OPPORTUNITIES 
Careers in trades and technology are booming. 
There's never been a better time to explore a skilled career in northeastern BC's 

trades and technology sectors. 
Students, industry, parents and educators have now a new internet resource to 

gather and share information with the Northern Opportunities website at www.
northernopportunities.bc.ca/. 

Developed by the Northeast BC Community Learning Council and local 
technology developers, this site is the first of its kind, delivering trades specific 
information and current programs. 

Features include message forums, program information, newsletters, surveys, 
apprenticeship information and contacts in the industry. 

Northern Opportunities is an innovative partnership of the Fort Nelson, Peace 
River North, and Peace River South school districts, Northern Lights College, First 
Nations, industry and community. 

Peace River Block Daily News 
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EDUCATION 

JANUARY 2005 

ESTHETICS PROGRAM 
School District 59 and Northern Lights College's Chetwynd campus will offer a 

dual-credit esthetics program. 
The program will see participating students do the same academic classes for the 

first semester of their grade 11 studies, with their second semester being part of the 
esthetics program.  In their final year prior to graduation, the students will once 
again take one semester of academic studies and one of esthetics. 

Esthetics includes such areas as manicures, pedicures, facials, spa therapy, body 
treatment, makeup artistry, waxing, and reflexology.  Some career opportunities that 
will be opened up for interested individuals participating in the program include 
employment with cruise ships, film studios, salons, spas, and hotels. 

The program will be run in Chetwynd on currently owned District property.  
Buses that are already in daily operation between the two communities will be 
available to students of Dawson Creek wishing to enrol.  The first intake of students 
will be in February 2005.  Graduating students will be certified estheticians. 

Upon certification, students would be able to either look for work within the 
industry or continue on with more specialized training in areas such as cosmetology 
or hairdressing. 

The Mirror 

MARCH 2005 

APPRENTICESHIPS 
Twenty-one students in the 

piping trades and residential 
carpentry programs received their first 
and second year theory certificates 
from Northern Lights College. 

The students will now be able to 
continue their apprenticeship with an 
employer while getting paid. 

The new program transfers some 
o f  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r 
apprenticeship training from the 
employers to participating colleges. 

Both the piping trades and 
residential carpentry students can 
look forward to two more years of 
apprenticeship training before they 
are fully recognized in their chosen 
field. 

Peace River Block Daily News 

JANUARY 2005 

OGC AWARDS 
As a result of a donation from the 

Oil and Gas Commission, two awards of 
$1,000 each will be given to students 
enrolled in the Land and Resource 
Management Program at Northern 
Lights College. 

The awards will be given on the 
basis of academic standing to students 
entering the program’s second year. 

Graduates are trained in land 
agency, land reclamation and land 
administration, and have the skills to 
pursue jobs in the oil and gas industry, 
forestry and environmental industries. 

The program is also transferable to 
several university programs. 

T h e  L a n d  a n d  R e s o u r c e 
Management Program was developed to 
meet the needs of industry, aboriginal, 
provincial and federal land management 
in Northeastern BC.  The program is the 
first of its kind in the province and was 
developed in consultation with regional 
industry and aboriginal communities. 

Northeast News 
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EDUCATION 

MARCH 2005 

AEROSPACE CENTRE 
The expansion of the Northern Lights College Aerospace Centre celebrated its 

grand opening in March 2005. 
The facility has a 15,000 sq ft expansion, which doubled the hangar area. 
An addition of a new classroom. 
New hoisting equipment for larger aircrafts. 
Students can get hands-on experience with 6 different types of airplanes and five 
different helicopters. 
Student enrolment has increased from 51 to 83. 
Another boost for the popular 15-month program was the innovative partnership 

brokered between NLC and Okanagan University College in Vernon. The 
partnership allowed students to take 12 months of the training in Vernon and the last 
three months in Dawson Creek. 

Future expansion through multiple partnerships is presently on the drawing 
board so they can issue 100 diplomas each year, up from 32 diplomas. 

Peace River Block Daily News 

SEPTEMBER 2005 

BCIT 
Capital Motors has donated a of a wheel alignment machine and digital engine 

analyzer to the BCIT program at South Peace Secondary. 
Northland Machines, A&T Cylinder Head Rebuilders, and Elite Auto Services 

have also donated materials for the programs. 
Timberline donated equipment last year. 
A grader was donated by J&B Bedell to the Heavy Duty Mechanics program. 
Because of these donations, the students are able to work on machines and 

equipment they will encounter in the field. 
The Mirror 

JUNE 2005 

HEAVY DUTY PROGRAM 
The Heavy Duty Program is the most recent addition to the programs offered at 

South Peace Secondary School, as a result of the partnership between School District 
59 and the BC Institute of Technology. 

The building for the program has four bays and a large multimedia classroom 
that includes a large screen, numerous power outlets for computers, and other new 
technology that goes into making automobiles and machinery run efficiently, which 
makes this classroom unlike others. Students and instructors are able to link with 
each other through the computers at other Heavy Duty program facilities, as well as 
in the classroom. 

Snap On Tools contributed tools used by the students of the Heavy Duty 
Program. 

Peace River Block Daily News 
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HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 

FEBRUARY 2005 

CHILD DEVELOPMENT 
CENTRE 

Duke Energy donated $1,000 to the 
Child Development Centre in support of 
a very specific program called the 
Adapted Aquatic Program. 

Duke Energy strives to be a 
“Neighbour of Choice”.  One of their core 
business values is stewardship.  They 
care about people, and the world in 
which they work and live, and are 
committed to strengthening their 
communities. 

The Adapted Aquatic Program has 
been in existence at the CDC since 1982 
when the pool was built.  The Program 
runs daily and helps an average of 5 – 10 
kids per day, geared towards providing 
physical benefits first and foremost, by 
allowing the children to be successful at 
their individual levels. 

The added benefits would of course 
include mental, as the children become 
more and more comfortable in the water 
with their own skills, as well as become 
more knowledgeable, their confidence 
level as a whole increases. 

The Mirror 

FEBRUARY 2005 

ADULT DAY CENTRE 
PROGRAMS 

Northern Health is increasing 
capacity at the Rotary Manor Adult 
Day Centre in Dawson Creek, as well 
as expanding programs for seniors in 
Chetwynd, Fort St John and Fort 
Nelson.  The expansion aims to better 
support seniors and people with 
disabilities who live in their own 
homes in the community. 

The Adult Day Away Program 
provides activities, physical care, 
personal care, referrals to see their 
family physician, and other needs as 
the nurse sees fit. 

The program at Rotary Manor 
was first begun a year and a half ago.  
It is available Monday through 
Saturday.  The program also provides 
a day off for the caregiver, which is 
often a spouse or family member. 

The expansion in service will 
increase the budget for adult day 
services in Dawson Creek to $83,000 a 
year, an increase of 45%. 

Northeast Weekly 

OCTOBER 2005 

SOUP KITCHEN 
The Stone Soup benefit raised 

over $10,000 to make the community 
kitchen in the Salvation Army Family 
Services building a reality.  An 
anonymous donor contributed $3000. 

The Mirror 

OCTOBER 2005 

GLOW BALL 
Over 250 people participated in this 

year’s Glow Ball event to raise funds for 
the Dawson Creek & District Hospital 
Foundation. 

In total, Glow Ball raised over 
$20,000. 

The Mirror 

OCTOBER 2005 

MUSCULAR DYSTROPHY 
The Dawson Creek firefighters’ 

annual boot drive raised $6,156.  
Muscular dystrophy has been one of 
the DC firefighters’ chosen charities 
since 1957. 
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HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 

MARCH 2005 

TRAVEL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
Northern Health will use approximately $4 million a year in new funding from 

the Government of BC to improve access to non-emergent, specialty care services 
across the North and elsewhere in British Columbia. 

This service will help provide patients with more convenient access to 
specialists, specialized diagnostic testing, and other health care services that are not 
available in the patient's home community. 

The new travel assistance program will develop the following services: 
1. Programs providing ground transportation between key Northern communities 

for health services; 
2. Lower cost airfares back to the home communities of patients who have been 

transported on short notice by air medevac to southern BC for care; and 
3. Reduced cost accommodations for patients who have to leave their home 

community for medical treatment reasons and require overnight hotel/motel 
stays. 
Northern Health will be working with community stakeholders to plan and 

implement ground transportation projects across Northern British Columbia. 
Northeast News 

MARCH 2005 

CANCER STRATEGY 
Northern Health Board members approved a Northern Cancer Program designed 

to improve cancer outcomes across Northern British Columbia. 
The program was a key recommendation to come out of a Northern Cancer 

Control Strategy developed by Northern Health and the BC Cancer Agency over the 
past six months. 

Several specific, short-term improvements designed to promote cancer care and 
control and improve cancer outcomes will be put in place, including: 

Increasing nursing staff at community cancer clinics across Northern BC to 
make sure doctors, patients and families get more support in coordinating access 
to cancer care. 
Providing specialized training to more northern family physicians and linking 
them more closely to northern and BC Cancer Agency -based specialists. 
Working to reduce travel costs for out of town treatment through a new rural 
travel program. 
Improving Telehealth links for patients and physicians to reduce travel for 
follow-up consultations. 
Supporting comprehensive tobacco reduction efforts. 
Supporting the Women's Health Program to increase cancer screening rates. 

Peace River Block Daily News 
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HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 

JUNE 2005 

HOSPITAL 
EQUIPMENT 

Fundraising undertaken by 
the Dawson Creek and District 
Hospital Foundation helped 
purchase almost $200,000 worth 
of equipment for the hospital 
during 2004-05. 

Included in the purchases 
were $126,000 for diagnostic 
imaging (bone densitometry suite 
and bladder scanner), $25,100 for 
maternity (birthing bed), $12,000 
for the surgical theatre (stirrups 
and pads), and $7,400 for the 
community cancer care room. 

JUNE 2005 

COMMUNITY CARE CANCER 
PROGRAM 

A $17,000 contribution from Burlington 
Resources will help the Community Care 
Cancer program double the size of its patient 
room at the Dawson Creek & District 
Hospital. 

Since March 2004, the hospital and the 
Hospital Foundation have been working to 
create the multi-faceted community care 
program, which offers local treatment, 
support and comfort for those diagnosed 
with cancer.  As the program has grown, 
several physicians have taken advanced 
training in cancer care, and are available to 
support area physicians and patients. 

SEPTEMBER 2005 

PHOTO-IMAGING CAMERA 
Over $2000 raised at a pancake breakfast has been allocated towards the 

purchase of a photo-imaging camera for the Dawson Creek Fire Department. 
The firefighters, Dawson Co-op and volunteers from the directors of the 

Lakeview Credit Union Board came together to raise the funds. 
The funds are already allocated towards the $17,000 photo-imaging camera the 

department is planning to purchase and have in full operation within a year. 
With the photo-imaging camera, firefighters can see where or if the fire 

continues to burn in a wall, thereby only needing to remove that particular portion. 
This camera is a handheld style.  As well, cameras are used by search and rescue 

teams in finding people in remote locations. 
Peace River Block Daily News 

JUNE 2005 

PALLIATIVE CARE 
South Peace Palliative Care Society is a community-based non-profit society 

dedicated to providing support for patients facing terminal illness and for their 
families and friends. 

The society was established in 1989 and consists of a board of directors, a 
coordinator and several trained volunteers. 

One part-time coordinator assigns trained volunteers to patients and their 
families for one-on-one companionship, respite and support through their illness.  
The volunteers have completed a training course, and are taught to listen, respect 
each individual’s beliefs and wishes, advocate for the patient, and maintain 
confidentiality at all times. 

The society recently redecorated and furnished a palliative care room at the 
Dawson Creek and District Hospital, through a donation from the CIBC.  This room 
provides a quiet, homelike atmosphere for patients and family members. 

The Mirror 
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HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 

DAWSON CREEK & DISTRICT HOSPITAL DONATIONS 
The hospital’s Ladies’ Auxiliary, Bear Mountain Bingo and the Lake View Credit 
Union: $24,000 for two automatic blood pressure machines for the maternity 
ward and four new radiology-imaging stations. 
Peace Country Dental Studio: $500 
Lions Club of DC: $2,060  
Gateway Gallery : $225.50 
Agricore United: $750 
Burlington Resources: $17,000 for the Community Care Cancer program 
EnCana: $150,000 to purchase an ICU monitor system ($93,000);  a cardiac room 
monitor $26,936) and a slave monitor ($5,602); ICU crash cart monitor/
defibrillator ($22,800). 
“Have a Heart” radio-a-thon: $8,652.72 for bilirubin lights and other maternity 
equipment.  This included donations from Louis Dreyfus of $715.55 and Ladies of 
the Royal Purple of $500 

 

RECREATION 

FEBRUARY 2005 

SKATEBOARD PARK 
Grass, trees, lighting and benches will put the ‘park’ into skateboard park this 

spring, thanks to a $20,000 grant from the Vancouver Foundation. 
Run by the City of Dawson Creek, the Rotary Centennial Skatepark, located 

beside the curling club has been in use since October 2004.  The Vancouver 
Foundation grant will allow volunteers to landscape the area into a park-like setting. 

The 14,000 square foot Rotary Centennial Skatepark was established with  a
$60,000 grant from the Rotary Clubs of Dawson Creek, as well as a $160,000 
contribution by the City of Dawson Creek.  Some of the land was donated by School 
District 59.  Future enhancements of the area may include new playground 
equipment and possibly a basketball park. 

The park is an attractive and challenging multi-use facility. 
Peace River Block Daily News 

MARCH 2005 

DC MINOR HOCKEY 
The Dawson Creek Minor Hockey Association is the lucky recipient of $10,000 

worth of Easton products as the winner of Hockey Canada Week 2004 Contest. 
Hockey Canada Week celebrated the beginning of the hockey season across 

Canada and aimed to promote the positive values of hockey and the work done by 
the over four million volunteers involved in Canadian minor hockey. 

There are 340 registered players and 22 teams in the Dawson Creek association.   
Northeast Weekly 
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RECREATION 

MARCH 2005 

NORTHERN BC WINTER GAMES 
The Northern BC Winter Games flowed like a well-oiled machine over the 

February 3-6 weekend in Dawson Creek. 
From the Opening Ceremonies right to the final goodbye on Sunday, all aspects 

of the games was organized and enjoyable.  Hundreds of volunteers from hosts to 
transportation, made athletes from seven regions feel welcome here in the Mile Zero 
City. 

The logistics of any major event can be a challenge for the most experienced 
volunteers and administrators.  With over 1,500 athletes expected in 17 different 
sports at 14 venues, it is a daunting task to organize. 

In addition to local volunteers, support and management, the BC Games Society 
offers help in a variety of ways, including providing administrative support, 
marketing, volunteer management, and financial administration. 

The games are funded via three main channels.  The first is a partnership 
between the Games Society and the NBCWG Society, which allow for the 
distribution of grants to the host community.  The Sport and Physical Activity 
Branch of the Ministry of Small Business and Economic Development provides these 
grants.  The second is local corporate sponsorship, which provides the majority of 
funds for the games to operate.  The third is through donations made by the public. 

Peace Rive Block Daily News, Northeast News 

APRIL 2005 

SOCCER 
The South Peace Junior Soccer 

league has 1000 registrations this 
year resulting in 70 house teams. 

New this year is the 4 and 5-
year-old age group, with 125 
children signed up. 

In addition to the two months 
of house soccer during May and 
June, the league is organizing indoor 
winter soccer, an adult league 
during the summer and rep teams. 

The Mirror 

APRIL 2005 

MINOR BASEBALL 
Officials with Dawson Creek Minor 

Ball expect to have over 200 kids playing 
on a almost two dozen teams competing at 
various venues around the city this spring. 

Divisions include T-ball, rookie, 
mosquito, peewee, bantam, midget and 
two girl’s softball divisions. 

There has been a slight increase in the 
number of girls signed up to play softball.  
The four girl’s teams (two junior and two 
senior) have enough girls to fill all the 
positions on the field. 

Peace River Block Daily News 
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RECREATION 

SEPTEMBER 2005 

BEAR MOUNTAIN 
NORDIC SKI TRAILS 

EnCana has donated 
$7,500 to the Nordic ski club to 
upgrade and maintain their ski 
trail system. 

The trail system was 
widened last year but large root 
ball holes need to be filled.  The 
“stadium”, currently a large 
cleared area, will be leveled and 
the kid’s cross country ski 
playground should be a very 
fund and interesting project. 

The trails are designed so 
that they can be walked, biked 
or skied. 

The Mirror 

MAY 2005 

CHAMBERLAIN HERITAGE & 
NATURE PARK 

A group of citizens is moving forward with 
its plan to transform the heavy bush known as 
the Chamberlain Nature Park into an 
accessible and educational recreational asset 
for the community. 

First among the priorities for the new 
group is to perform a detailed study of the area 
and decide upon a cohesive trail route.  Some 
trails, made by recreational bikers and 
skateboarders, already exist on the property.  
These trails will have to be standardized and, 
in some cases, levelled out or widened to make 
them ideal for walking. 

It is also intended to preserve the park’s 
natural state and endeavour to design the trail 
system with as little impact on the ecology of 
the site as possible. 

Peace River Block Daily News 

JULY 2005 

SUMMER CRUISE 
Over 4,000 people attended the Summer 

Cruise events and over 200 vehicles were 
entered.   Rides from all over BC and Alberta 
will be in attendance to show off their polish. 

Sponsored by the Mile Zero Cruiser, there 
was a street dance, barbeque, Poker Rally, 
Drag Races, and another dance and supper 
leading up to to the Show and Shine.  This is 
one of the largest Show and Shines in 
Northern BC and Alberta — over 6 city blocks filled with all makes and models. 

This year the North American Eagle was a highlight of the show.  This car is 
capable of 800+ mph (Mach 1.05).  The current land speed record is 763 mph or Mach 
1.02.  This former Lockheed F-104 jet fighter is one of the most sophisticated vehicles 
on earth.  The over 42,000 hp jet engine with afterburner is used to accelerate the car 
to speeds around 800 mph. In 2006, it will attempt to break the land speed record. 

For more information see http://www.summercruise.ca/ 
The Mirror 
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CULTURE 
MARCH 2005 

DAWSON CREEK SYMPHONETTE & CHOIR 
Gala Night II, this year’s presentation by the Dawson Creek Symphonette & 

Choir will present a selection of popular music. 
Jane Perret-Murray of Vancouver will perform Mozart’s aria from The Magic 

Flute “The Queen of the Night”.  Local singer Caitlyn Triebel will join Jane for a duet 
from Tales of Hoffman, “The Barcarole”. 

Allen Crowley of Calgary, will sing a “Welcome Song”, for the arrival of Czar 
Peter the Great from the opera Zar & Zimmermann. 

David Mar of Edmonton will perform “In These Holy Halls Revenge Is Not 
Known.” from The Magic Flute. 

Soprano Kelly Crook from Vancouver will sing “Vilja-Song” and then is joined by 
tenor, Mallory Smith from Fort St John in a duet “Lippen Schweigen”. 

Linda Houle will perform “My Dear Marquis” from Strauss’s Fledermaus. 
The Mirror 

AUGUST 2005 

DAWSON CREEK FALL FAIR & EXHIBITION 
Action for the annual Fall Fair kicks off with the first of five nights of 

chuckwagon racing. 
The special needs rodeo takes place Thursday morning and the pro rodeo begins 

Friday afternoon. 
West Coast Amusements will once again be in town with the midway games 

and rides. 
There’s also a kickoff barbeque on Thursday evening for the “volunteers, 

sponsors and anyone else who wants to meet the chuckwagon drivers.” 
A third night of fireworks has been added.  Westcoast Amusements will sponsor 

Thursday night’s fireworks.  The City of Dawson Creek sponsors the pyrotechnic 
display Friday and Saturday nights. 

There are no fewer than a dozen livestock shows including the 4-H Horse Show, 
Kids Horse Show, 4-H Sheep Show, Bayer Steer Classic, Purebred Cattle Show, 
Registered Sheep Show, 4-H Cattle Show, 4-H Llama Show, Supreme Champion 
Cattle Show and the Registered Sheep Show. 

The Little Red Hen House for poultry exhibits and the Briar Rabbit Patch for 
rabbit exhibits are new this year.   

There have also been some renovations to the food booths.  Many of the booths 
have had new facades put on them that are made to look like the old buildings of 
Dawson Creek 70 or 80 years ago. 

Music lovers will be able to enjoy country and gospel music as well as local up-
and-coming talent. 

There is also a talent show Friday, followed by the finals Saturday afternoon.   
The Mirror 
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AUGUST 2005 

BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL 
The Hawkair-Peace Blue Grass Festival had talent from all over the Peace region 

and several acts from out of the area.   
The Earl Brothers were just one of the bands who played over the weekend.  

They came from San Francisco with a hard-driving, traditional bluegrass sound but 
with their own unique songwriting style, amazing harmony vocals and instrument 
virtuosity. 

Back Porch Swing, from Edmonton, returned to the festival for another year.  
Their old time acoustic sound blends jazz, folk, blues and bluegrass. 

Another band that came from the central interior of BC were the Milburn 
Mountain Boys.  These four members fell in together through a mutual love of 
bluegrass style. 

A newcomer to the bluegrass scene was a band from Edmonton called Black 
Lightening Bluegrass Band.  With talent and ambition, this band gave a great show. 

Slowdrag’s musical focus was on old-time traditional retro original material. 
Hawkair was a major sponsor of this event and even flew Slowdrag and the Earl 

Brothers in for the festival. 
Northeast News 

CULTURE 

JUNE 2005 

PUMP IT UP 
Dawson Creek got a chance to see the city’s competitive dancers, who have been 

winning medals all over the Peace Country, and some budding gymnasts during a 
combined year-end performance at Unchagah Hall. 

The Pump It Up show, the first of its kind that combined both activities, thrilled 
the near capacity crowd with alternating performances by the Taps and Grooves 
Dance School and Monkey Business Mobile Gymnastics and some singing 
performances mixed in. 

The dancers began their season in the fall and practiced over the winter and into 
the spring.  They took part in competitions in Fort St John, Dawson Creek and 
Grande Prairie where they won a variety of medals and top honours against other 
Peace Country competitors. 

Many of the Monkey Business performers, ranging in age from three up to 14, 
trained for about four or five months, but were no less entertaining as they tumbled, 
jumped and vaulted through a variety of mat and aerial displays. 

The show also included several songs by Mark Woodman, Heidi Anderson, Wes 
Greve and Devon Laveck. 

Peace River Block Daily News 

JUNE 2005 

ARTOPOLIS 
It was a full house for the South Peace Art Society’s 24th annual art auction. 
The Greek themed event, entitled ‘Artopolis’, was the backdrop for an evening 

that transported one to ancient times.  The Dawson Creek Art Gallery, which is 90% 
self-funded, relies heavily on proceeds from benefits like the art auction so it can offer 
classes, workshops and community programs. 

The Mirror 


