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City of excitement? You bet!
“Everywhere you look there are opportunities to be involved.”

Our Community is published  
by the City of Dawson Creek,  
10105–12A Street,  
Box 150, Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4G4.  
Email: admin@dawsoncreek.ca 
www.dawsoncreek.ca

Inquiries about this publication  
can be directed to Elaine Peterson,
Council & Community Liaison
Phone: 250-784-3655
Fax: 250-782-3203
Email: epeterson@dawsoncreek.ca

What an 
exciting time 
to be involved 

in our city! 
Our economy is 

prospering, people are 
motivated to participate, 
and the sports fields are 
filled with enthusiastic 
young people pursuing 
excellence.

Based on the 2003 
Community Visioning 
process, we are boldly 
moving ahead with 
two key priorities that 
you, the citizens, have 
identified: a world class 
sport and recreational 
facility, the Multiplex will 
open in February 2007; 
and our “sustainable 

community” initiative, 
a perfect blend of 
social, economic 
and environmental 
perspectives that will 
ensure prosperity and a 
high standard of living 
over the long term.

This positive spirit 
is found in all of the 
main events of the 
upcoming summer: 
the Summer Cruise is 
a spectacular show of 
cars and community 
spirit; the Air Show and 

Snowbirds are returning 
to Dawson Creek; the 
Fall Fair and Exhibition 
is a world class event 
that this year celebrates 
its 50th anniversary 
at Collins Park; and in 
the fall the 2006 Oil 
and Gas Conference 
will bring regional 
and international 
representatives to  
the city.

Everywhere you look 
within our community 
there are opportunities 

for business, for 
education, for innovation, 
and for community 
involvement. 

Across the nation, 
Dawson Creek is quickly 
gaining recognition as 
a leader in democratic 
community leadership, 
sustainability, and 
creativity. 

As a community 
we can pat ourselves 
on the back for these 
and so many other 
accomplishments, and 

look forward to the  
future and the 
opportunity it brings.

I hope you enjoy this 
second issue of Our 
Community, a twice 
yearly publication in 
which we “strut our stuff” 
as a city. We have so 
much to be proud of  
and so much to be 
grateful for!

Yours sincerely,

Mayor Calvin Kruk
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MAYOR’S MESSAGE

On the Cover: Snowbirds performing in 2005; Jane Perret-Murray during A Night to Remember, 2005; 
Installing solar panels at City Hall, 2006; Calf roping at the Fall Fair and Exhibition, 2005.

Mayor Kruk and Councilor Belak with Carol Handfield, Louella Judge and Catherine Mooney of the Dawson 
Creek Horticultural Society helping summer come alive for Communities in Bloom.
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ECONOMY

Greensmart 
Manufacturing 
Ltd., an 

innovative manufacturer 
of high-performance 
“green” homes and 
buildings, has chosen 
Dawson Creek as its new 
home.

Why Dawson Creek? 
“You have a highly 
skilled work force 
here that has a great 
work ethic,” explains 
General Manager Dale 
Lamoureux. 

No stranger to the 
area, Lamoureux 
managed the Dawson 

Creek Louisiana Pacific 
(LP) plant from 1999 
to 2002. “When I heard 
about this location, 
I jumped at the 
opportunity to return 
to Dawson Creek from 
Calgary.”

The key component 
of Greensmart’s 
manufacturing system is 
the “structural insulated 
panel” consisting of 
non-toxic expanded 
polystyrene rigid foam 
sandwiched between 
two structural skins of 
oriented strand board 
(OSB). 

This creates a 
structurally superior, 
energy efficient panel, 
utilized in basement, 
wall and roof systems, 
that is environmentally 
friendly. 

“We also have a 
five-year distribution 
agreement to sell jumbo 
panels produced by the 
LP Dawson Creek OSB 
facility,” says Lamoureux. 
“Dawson Creek LP is a 
well-run operation with 
great people—a good fit 
for Greensmart.”

Greensmart’s 140,000 
square foot facility is 

being upgraded for 
full-scale manufacturing, 
and is expected to have 
a workforce of about 40 
workers this summer, 
expanding to 60 by the 
fall for the building of 
modular homes, well-site 
accommodations and 
re-locatable camps.

“You have a strong 
housing market here,” 
says Lamoureux, “and 
our very fast turn-around 
and quick assembly 
means we can meet that 
demand.”

Greensmart is owned 
and operated by Greg 

Hammond, Alex Wik, 
Terry Moser, and Dan 
Anderson although he 
is not active day-to-day 
operations. All have 
deep roots in the Peace 
Country.

“The city has been very 
supportive from day one 
and has worked with 
us on every challenge 
along the way. We see 
this as an excellent 
opportunity,” says 
Lamoureux, “ both for us 
and the City of Dawson 
Creek.”

Taking root & raising roofs
“I jumped at the opportunity to return to Dawson Creek from Calgary.”

ADVANTAGE TO 
DAWSON CREEK :

Vacant facilities  
now occupied;
New manufacturing 
jobs in city;
Local jobs for skilled 
workers.

•

•

•

Above: Dale Lamoureux General Manager, Dawson Creek Operations. Right: Diane Marfit in the cabinet shop.

Photos by Don Pettit

For more information contact: 
Greg Hammond 
 250-785-2067 
Email:  
greg@greensmarthomes.com
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COUNCIL NOTES

A community for all generations: for 
generations to come. This time of 
prosperity gives us a chance to develop 

sustainable practices that will improve our 
present lifestyle in Dawson Creek and which 
will ensure future generations continue to 
enjoy a healthy and enriched lifestyle along 

with abundant energy, water, food and shelter.
In my second term on Council, I am gratifi ed to 

see that City staff  and Council are working closely 
with the community to develop a culture of holistic 
planning; are implementing standards of excellence 
and best practices; and are exploring ways to ensure 
that we are building a healthy society within a 
healthy environment.

A 
with abundant energy, water, food and shelter.
In my second term on Council, I am gratifi ed to 

see that City staff  and Council are working closely 

Marilyn Belak

Dawson Creek is enjoying the economic 
benefits of increased industrial activity. 
Exploration and production of oil and 

gas, as well as coal, is on the increase. Dawson 
Creek has become a major service centre for 
these industries in addition to our traditional 
industries of forestry, agriculture and tourism. 
The City continues to pursue opportunities 

to encourage growth in Dawson Creek and the 
area through personal contact with prospective 
new business. The availability of land for industrial 
development as well as residential housing is critical 
and the City is working to ensure land is available. 
The growth we are experiencing is exciting and is 
certainly benefi ting the entire community.

Paul Gevatkoff 

to encourage growth in Dawson Creek and the 
area through personal contact with prospective 

Paul Gevatkoff 

Watching the Multiplex rise out of the 
ground over the past few months has 
given me a great sense of pride and 

accomplishment—not only in our Mayors and 
Councils both past and present, but in all of 
the citizens of the South Peace who had the 
courage to vote “yes” when the referendum 
was put forward. 
Not only are we changing the physical 

appearance of our city in a signifi cant way, but I 
am sure the Multiplex will enhance our image as a 
city and as a region to anyone visiting or looking to 
re-locate in our area.

Our challenge at City Hall is to ensure that 
the Multiplex is operated in a professional and 
responsible manner that meets the expectations of 
all of us.

W
accomplishment—not only in our Mayors and 

appearance of our city in a signifi cant way, but I 
am sure the Multiplex will enhance our image as a 

Bud Powell

Drug Free Dawson Creek continues to be 
a primary focus as we grow and evolve. 
We are not without controversy as the 

issue of drugs continues to create angst and 
heartbreak in our community, but our task is to 
be as forthright and articulate as possible when 
addressing the issues involved. It is through 

the continued efforts of our community that our 
program has achieved a measure of success.
We have hired Shelly Woolf as Chief Financial Offi  cer 

for the City. She is doing a terrifi c job for us, and we are 
pleased to have her aboard. We are fortunate to have 
the high caliber of employees at City Hall and we must 
recognize that so many go above the call of duty in the 
performance of their jobs.

the continued efforts of our community that our 
program has achieved a measure of success.
We have hired Shelly Woolf as Chief Financial Offi  cer 

Brent Neumann

We are into a period of fantastic 
growth and opportunity.

For the next several years, interest 
in oil, gas and coal will drive our economy 
and increase the demand for residential and 
commercial buildings and services.

During this time we must try to build up 
alternative industries with ties beyond resource 

extraction that also support and compliment the 
agricultural community that has been the stable 
mainstay of our community.

The vibrancy of our business climate gives us 
the fl exibility to explore new initiatives that will 
help everyone. Initiatives like Bio-diesel plants and 
alternative green energies may soon 
become realities.

W
alternative industries with ties beyond resource 

extraction that also support and compliment the 
agricultural community that has been the stable 

Alvin Stedel

I am very proud to be part of the vibrant 
community of Dawson Creek. As the City 
is growing and changing, I am excited to 

see the new faces of the families that have 
made the decision to call this city their home. 
I am equally as proud of the residents, who 
are welcoming them, and showing them 

the hospitality, warmth and kindness that the 
residents of Dawson Creek are so well known for. 

It is because of this community spirit that I decided 
to make Dawson Creek the home for my family, and 
why I am pleased to represent you on City Council.

the hospitality, warmth and kindness that the 
residents of Dawson Creek are so well known for. 

It is because of this community spirit that I decided 
Mike Bernier
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SUMMER CRUISE 2006
July  7–9,  2006

www.summercru ise .ca

DAWSON CREEK AIRSHOW
July  26,  2006

www.tour ismdawsoncreek .com

BC OIL & GAS CONFERENCE
Oc tober  3–5,  2006

www.dawsoncreek oi landgas.com

Shine on, you crazy Daimler

The Mile Zero Cruisers will be putting on their 12th 
annual Summer Cruise, July 7–9. It is our biggest 
and best celebration of hot summer days and 

even hotter vehicles.
Viril Anderson started the Summer Cruise 12 years 

ago. “We started with 25 cars,” he says. “This year, we’re 
expecting over 300 cars for the Show and Shine.” 

The festivities begin on Friday night, with a BBQ at 
the Dawson Co-op, followed by a bit of cruising and a 

family bonfire. On Saturday, the cars will make their way 
to Northern Lights Raceway in Fort St. John for a day of 
drag racing. 

The big event though, will be Sunday’s Show and 
Shine. “We’re going to close downtown Dawson Creek 
again,” says Viril, “and fill it with cars.” 

Cost for the weekend is $40, or $15 for the Show and 
Shine. For more information, visit the website at www.
summercruise.ca, or call Viril at (250) 782-1822.

It’s a bird! It’s a plane! It’s...
It’s a whole bunch of planes! Once again, Dawson 

Creek will play host to the Snowbirds at the Dawson 
Creek Airshow. 

2006 marks the 36th anniversary for the Snowbirds, 
who have performed more than 2,000 shows before 
more than 117-million spectators. 

The Snowbirds, in their red and white CT-114 Tutors, 
are among the best known military demo teams in 
the world. This will be the second Airshow to be held 

in Dawson Creek. The first, held in 2004, attracted an 
estimated 5000 people, and this year’s show promises 
to be even bigger.

The internationally renowned Snowbirds will headline 
an evening show also featuring performances by Ken 
Fowler, Bud and Ross Granley, Wingwalker Carol Pilon, 
comedian Kent Pietch, concluding with AV8FX Air Show 
Pyrotechniques, and static displays.

For more information, call Elaine Peterson at 784-3655.

Burning the midnight oil

Dawson Creek will host the 2006 BC Oil and Gas 
Conference, October 3–5. This year’s theme is 
“Success Through Partnership in a Changing 

World.”
The conference will feature sessions on successful 

partnerships between oil and gas companies and 
Aboriginals; integration of oil and gas, forestry and 
mining to new technologies; the relationship between 
the oil and gas industry and communities . But it’s not 

all work; comedian Glen Foster (aka That Canadian Guy) 
will be closing out the conference on Thursday night. 

In addition to seminars and comedy, the conference 
also promises to be a great opportunity to network 
and meet new people. Conference organizers expect 
upwards of 350 delegates. If you want to be one of 
them, call Elaine Peterson at 784-3655 or register on-line 
at www.dawsoncreekoilandgas.com.

COMING EVENTS

Photos by Don Pettit
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Solar panels being installed to complete a solar hot water heating demonstration site at Dawson 
Creek City Hall.

Hot water flows from the sun

This spring, a solar hot 
water heater was added 
to City Hall as part of 

the BC Sustainable Energy 
Association (BCSEA) and 
Solar BC’s provincial program 
promoting solar hot water 
heating.

 “This installation is a focal 
point for the region,” says 
Mayor Calvin Kruk, “and is an 
example of our commitment to 
implementing Dawson Creek’s 
Community Energy Plan and 
our desire to explore new ideas.

“It’s also an opportunity for 
local contractors to be involved 
in an expanding renewable 
energy business sector.”

Beyond adding energy to 

the City Hall hot water system, 
the installation is designed 
to be a demonstration site 
where contractors can see an 
operating system and also find 
information on training for 
installers and developers.

“Residents are also invited 
to visit the site,” says Kruk, “to 
learn more about solar hot 
water and the programs that 
are available provincially.” 

The system is the same 
size as a typical residential 
system, so people can get an 
understanding of what they 
might see in their homes if 
they choose to go solar.

With a goal of 20 solar hot 
water systems installed in 

Dawson Creek by 2007, Nitya 
Harris of Solar BC is pleased 
with the progress being made 
in Dawson Creek.

“Dawson Creek has been 
one of the champions of 
SolarBC since the beginning 
of the project,” says Harris. 
“We are very pleased that the 
demonstration solar hot water 
system is now installed at City 
Hall, and we look forward to 
working with the City, and the 
people, to make Dawson Creek 
a solar community.”

SOLAR HOT WATER QUICK FACTS

For home or business it is a limitless supply of cost-free  

fuel—sunlight!

Hot water accounts for about 1/4 of your energy bill.

Solar collectors can reduce energy costs by about 60%.

Heat is collected all year, even on cold and cloudy days.

Greenhouse gas emissions are reduced by up to two tonnes  

per year.

Long service life of 30 – 40 years.

Pays for itself several times over.

Virtually maintenance-free.

Suitable for new construction or retrofit.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Kit Fast

ENERGY

Solar hot water demonstration site created at Dawson Creek City Hall

For more information contact: 
Emanuel Machado 
 250-784-3661 
Email: emachado@dawsoncreek.ca
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ARTS & CULTURE

Solar hot water heaters save money by replacing natural gas with free energy 
from the sun. Director of Development Services Greg Dobrowolski is adding 
them to several more municipal buildings this year.

WHAT’s BEEN DONE
Completed Community Energy Plan (Phase One)
Installed solar hot water system at City Hall

APPROVED TO DO THIS YEAR
Add solar hot water systems to more municipal buildings
Replace City-owned street lights with high-effi  ciency, 
dark-sky-friendly fi xtures that will save 100,000 kw hours per year
Upgrade energy effi  ciency of existing city buildings
Complete Phase Two of the Community Energy Plan
Further develop a Community Sustainability Plan

UNDER STUDY
Increase energy and water effi  ciency requirements in the building bylaw
Introduce a green-vehicle purchasing policy
Explore on-site renewable energy projects to reduce city electrical costs

•
•

•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•

One “Natural Step” at a time

Sustainability: 

the ability to meet the needs of the present 

without compromising the ability

of future generations

to meet their own needs.

“These programs 
have placed the City 
on the leading edge 

of innovation for 
municipalities.”

Don Pettit

With the adoption and funding of a sustainable community plan, 
Dawson Creek has moved to the forefront of progressive city 
planning in Canada.

“We’re being talked about – in a good way!” says Director of Development 
Services Greg Dobrowolski. “Whistler and Calgary have adopted similar 
plans, but very few other communities have across Canada. This is defi nitely 
the way to go.”

The framework for the community plan is created by using a program 
called The Natural Step, a broad method of planning that allows the city to 
shape the process to its own needs. It involves a triple bottom line analysis 
that takes into account the economic, social and environmental impacts of 
every decision.

Sustainability was identifi ed as a priority in the 2003 City Visioning Process, 
second only to the need for a world-class community facility that we now 
know as the Multiplex.

“There was a clear directive from the people to the city for less waste and 
greater effi  ciency, more use of renewable energy, a diverse economic base, 
and a clean and safe community—these are all parts of our sustainable 
planning model,” explains Dobrowolski. “Now that the Multiplex is well on its 
way, we are moving forward with our second priority. “

Why Sustainability?
Council adopts Sustainable Community Plan

For more information contact:
Greg Dobrowolski
 250-784-3619
Email: emachado@dawsoncreek.ca
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In the past, Dawson 
Creek has been defined 
by circumstance. The 

Peace River Block, carved by 
the plow, nourished a rich 
agricultural heritage. The  
start-line of the Alaska 
Highway, scratched into 
the dust at the end of steel, 
marked the beginning of the 
Mile Zero City. 

Now, with an expanding 
economy and a fresh 
entrepreneurial spirit, there 
is an opportunity to forge a 
stronger identity based on our 
collective past.

A communications plan, 
inspired by the Alaska Highway 
2004 Legacy Tour,  was created 
from visioning workshops held 
in Dawson Creek in 2005.

Organized by Tourism 
Dawson Creek, extensive 
consultations were held 
with the public, business, 
professional consultants, 
community, and governmental 

organizations. 
The communications plan 

presented a collection of key 
ideas and concepts designed 
to generate public input 
gathered around four themes:

The Alaska Highway 
Corridor;
Dawson Creek’s 
Interpretive Strategy;
Downtown Revitalization.
The Alaska Highway House;

An open house held in 
Dawson Creek on March 20, 
2006, attended by over 150 
members of the community, 
collected public reaction that 
will be the basis of a report 
due in June of this year.

The report will contain 
all comments made by the 
public, and will identify key 
ideas or concepts in the 
communications plan that can 
be moved forward into the 
final stages of planning, and 
construction.

•

•

•
•

Ryan MacIvor, 
Tourism Development  
Coordinator.

“The communications plan 
originated by looking at tourism 
in Dawson Creek and along the 
Alaska Highway, but it is meant 
to include the community as 
well.

“For Dawson Creek it means 
more than just enhancing the 
value of tourism; it’s about 
strengthening our community.

“We have talked to people, 

organizations, and elected 
officials in order to get a  
broad-based understanding 
of what people desire for our 
downtown.

“This plan is in the hands of all 
the people willing to participate 
and have a voice in our future.”

Mile zero: The adventure begins

Photos by Kit Fast

ECONOMY

Communication is the key to tourism and downtown improvements in Dawson Creek

For more information contact: 
Ryan MacIvor 
 250-782-4714 
Email:  
ryan@tourismdawsoncreek.com
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Ginger Parr, 
AlaHart RV Park.

“When I saw the planning I 
wished I was 20 years younger 
because it’s going to be the cat’s 
meow, says Parr. 

“With an attractive downtown 
maybe people will stay another 
day and enjoy our unique little 
shops. ”

The Dawson Creek 
Interpretive Strategy intends to 
set the scene for modern day 
adventurers by introducing 
the first chapter of the Alaska 
Highway story .

Our story is beautifully 
described by individual 
projects like the Dawson 
Creek Art Gallery, the 
Walter Wright Pioneer 
Village, and the wonderful 
gardens throughout. A clear, 
supporting narrative will 
gather them all into the tale of 

our town.
An interpretive strategy 

would coordinate the efforts 
of the individual attractions to 
their mutual benefit.

This would enhance our 
strong sense of identity 
and community spirit 
while providing a seamless 
experience for visitors.
Supporting this theme are the 
ideas that:

Dawson Creek has a 
history of ranching and 
farming;
Dawson Creek was the end 
of steel.

•

•

Gerald Triebel, 
Downtown Merchants  
Association of Dawson 
Creek.

“It’s about quality of life 
and quality of identity for 
Dawson Creek. We want 
people to realize that we have 
something to be proud of, 
but we have to work hard at 
keeping the economy and the 
community strong.”

The Alaska Highway Corridor 
concept strives to link together 
all of the communities along 
the Alaska Highway, in a single 
story. 

Each community will give 
voice to their individual 
chapters within the larger 
story, and each will be 
responsible for its telling, but 
the themes will be consistent.

The proposed main theme 
of the Alaska Highway Corridor 

is that it connects northern 
communities, cultures and 
the natural wonders of two 
countries.

Supporting this theme are 
these ideas:

The Alaska Highway 
changed the North forever;
The Alaska Highway was 
built for war;
The Alaska Highway is 
the road to northern 
adventure.

•

•

•

1. The Alaska Highway Corridor

2.  Dawson Creek’s  
Interpretive Strategy

Downtown revitalization 
sets the scene for our own 
story, and in any good story 
there has to be a recognizable 
character to capture the 
imagination and hold 
attention. 

Identifying the character we 
want for our downtown and 
working towards creating an 
accessible, people-friendly 
space, where it is a pleasure to 
spend time, socialize and shop, 
speaks to both a strengthened 
economy and quality of life in 
Dawson Creek.

Proposed ideas for a more 
welcoming downtown include: 

Combining tourist 
attractions in a central 
location;

•

Adding a civic square to 
locate the Mile Zero Post;
Creating a unified look in 
the downtown core;
Softening the concrete 
and pavement with 
extensive planting of trees 
and flowers.

Recreating the downtown as 
a destination for ourselves and 
visitors might mean enhancing 
the false-front character of a 
prairie town.

Keeping the two-story scale 
of buildings, narrow frontages, 
high quality store and window 
displays, and a fresh palette of 
colour for a bright new look 
will invigorate a healthier, 
busier cityscape.

•

•

•

3. Downtown Revitalization

The Alaska Highway House 
concept strives to hold the 
entire story of the Alaska 
Highway in one facility.

As Mile “O” of the Alaska 
Highway, Dawson Creek is 
positioned to give visitors 
the historical context for their 
adventure and a hint of what 
they will discover as they 
journey north.

Key themes are presented 
within four galleries :

Gallery One would 
introduce the road ahead. 
It proposes a 3-D map of 
the highway,  the land it 
passes through, along with 
a reconstructed section of 
highway.
Gallery Two would 
introduce war as the 

•

•

catalyst for construction. 
It proposes a step 
into the past with 
wartime broadcasts and 
constructions scenes.
Gallery Three would 
introduce change—
northern life transformed. 
Changes to First Nations, 
evolving economies, and 
travel in the north would 
be depicted.
Gallery Four would 
introduces adventure. The 
northern journey begins 
with film presentations, 
hints of what will be seen 
and where, and help in 
planning a memorable 
adventure.

•

•

4. The Alaska Highway House

Bud Powell, 
City Councillor, Dawson 
Creek.

“We need to choose a basic 
direction that is approved by 
the citizens of Dawson Creek.

“A course of action that 
will take us to a point where 
we are doing better than 
alright—we want to be as 
effective as we can in creating 
a better quality of life in our 
downtown.”

ECONOMY
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ARTS & CULTURE

We’re building

excitement
AUGUST 2005

FEBRUARY 2006

APRIL 2006

Rising from raw earth and concrete, formed by 
skeletal steel with a metallic hide, the Dawson 
Creek Multiplex is 50 percent complete and is 

scheduled for a grand opening in February 2007.
Anchoring the transformation of the southeast 

corner of the city, the silhouette of the three main 
buildings only hint at the expansive interior.

The EnCana Events Centre, the Kenn Borek 
Aquatic Centre, and the Lakota Agri-Centre promise 
to host some of the most memorable events in our 
city’s future.

Tours are now being conducted for organizations 
investigating Dawson Creek as the center of 
excitement and entertainment in the Peace Country. 

Photos by Hank Bridgeman
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ARTS & CULTURE

QUICK FACTS

When completed the 
South Peace Community 
Multiplex will be a  

world-class facility and the centre 
of attraction for the community 
and region. The complex has three 
components:

Lakota 
Agri-Centre

120’ x 250’ clear  
span building
Dirt floor interior
Potential for equestrian activities 
and events

•

•
•

Kenn Borek 
Aquatic Centre

25m , 8-lane 
Competition Pool
Swirl Pool
Tots Pool
1 metre & 3 metre  
Diving Boards
Water slide
Sauna

•

•
•
•

•
•

EnCana  
Events Centre

Permanent Seating for 4,500 plus 
2,000 floor seats for a total of 
6,500 seats
110’ x 230’ interior event space
Able to host a variety of concerts 
/ vehicle / agricultural / industrial 
shows

•

•
•

For more information contact:
City Hall   
Phone: 250.784.3600 
admin@dawsoncreek.ca
www.southpeacemultiplex.com

Kit Fast

JUNE 2006
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The Mini Sports for 
Little Ones program 
introduces children, 

three to five years of age to 
soccer, t-ball, and the idea of 
playing in larger groups.

 “It’s just an introduction; it’s 
not to make them superstars,” 
says instructor Jennifer Barber. 
“It gives them the idea that 
sports are fun and gets them 
out there and active.”

Basic soccer skills like 
dribbling, passing, and 
shooting are taught along 
with t-ball skills of hitting, 
catching, and fielding.

Fun games like touch-the-

line, tag, parachute games 
and others are used to keep 
the energy up and the smiles 
wide.

Children 30 to 35 months old 
are welcome; however, parents 
are required to participate and 
give their child extra guidance.

Barber adds that “the 
program also encourages 
parents to get involved playing 
with the kids and promotes 
the idea that it’s good to get 
involved in their kids active 
lifestyle.”

The ten-session t-ball and 
soccer program is offered each 
year beginning in early May 

and runs outdoors on the field 
at Central Middle School (CMS) 
on Mondays and Wednesdays 
from 6:15 pm to 7 pm when 
the weather cooperates.
Otherwise, it is indoors at the 
CMS gym. The cost of the 
program is $45.00.

Tots spring into action
Parks & Recreation mini sports for little ones

Photos by Kit Fast

Clockwise from above: Daamin Crouse and Dylan Callard, Jayne 
Grinde, Gabriel Leroux, Dan’d Mayhew with Liam Van Tassel and in 
front, Theodore Leroux.

For program  
information contact: 
The Parks and Recreation  
Department 
 250-784-3604 
Email: recrreation@dawsoncreek.ca 
Website: www.dawsoncreek.ca

RECREATION AND LEISURE
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Getting into the Game
Your at-a-glance list of sport-specific summer camps for kids and teens

The Parks & Recreation 
department is offering eight 
weeks of sport camps this 
summer for children 8-12 
years old. Kids aged 13-16 are 
welcome in the soccer camp. 
All courses are run by certified 
instructors. 

Beginning July 4 the camps 
will run for one week each from 
9am to 3pm except for the 
week of Aug 8-11.

Grand Racquet Slam 
Tennis Camp July 4-7 
Instructor Dave McKeen will 
show camp participants 
the basic skills of tennis 
and improve on existing 
skills through one-on-one 
instruction. Participants will 
get group instruction in the 
morning, and in the afternoon 
will alternate between small 
group tennis instruction with 
Dave and badminton lessons 
with Jennifer Barber.

Move Your Body 
Dance Camp July 10-14 
Lindsay Molson of Lindsay 
Molson’s School of Dance 
will teach jazz, hip-hop, and 
lyrical dance as well as musical 
theatre during this fun week. 
Participants will also get a taste 
of some country line-dancing.

Beat of the Courts 
Basketball or volleyball  
July 17-21 
•  TBA

Bring Your Game 
Soccer Camp July 24-28 
Soccer enthusiasts are in for 
a treat as the University of 
Victoria Vikings are back in 
town for a full week of soccer 
instruction. 

Participants will learn basic 
skills, game scenarios and 
participate in a week-long 
tournament. In addition, they 
will receive a Vikes t-shirt and 
soccer ball. This camp is open 
to senior players (ages 13-16) 
and will be especially valuable 
for those on or trying out for 
rep teams. Spaces are limited so 
sign up early!

Secrets of the Fighter 
Martial Arts Camp  
July 31-August 4 
Think you have what it takes? 
Learn in the ways of karate, 
kickboxing, and taekwondo 
from the best fighters in the 
area. Camp participants will 
learn specific fighting skills as 
well as self-defense and get 
a glimpse into the culture of 
different fighting styles.

Take it to the Max! 
Extreme Sports Camp 
August 15-18 
This week is pumped full of 
exciting sports as participants 
will try their skills at fencing, 
orienteering, canoeing, archery 
and skateboarding. 

Parks and Recreation will 
supply all the equipment, so 
there’s never been a better 
opportunity to get a taste of 
something new.

Just Keep Swimming  
Swim Camp August 21-25 
This week participants will learn 
swimming skills, water survival 
techniques and fun water 
games at Centennial Pool.

The week will consist of two 
swimming sessions each day 
as well as dry land activities. To 
finish it up the group will enjoy 
an afternoon at Rotary Lake.

Taking on the Greens 
Golf Camp August 28-Sept 1 
What better way to finish up 
the summer than on the links. 
Participants will learn driving, 
chipping and putting skills 
in the mornings then get to 
practice their new talents by 
playing a few holes in the 
afternoon. 

The week will wrap up with 
a full 9 holes of golf and a 
steak lunch, compliments of 
Farmington Fairways!

For program  
information contact: 
The Parks and Recreation  
Department 
 250-784-3604 
Email: recrreation@dawsoncreek.ca 
Website: www.dawsoncreek.ca

The Twisters take on the Knights in a South Peace Junior Soccer U6 league game on a half-field at Northern Lights College.
For information on South Peace Junior Soccer to to www.pris.bc.ca/spjsoccer.

Kit Fast

RECREATION AND LEISURE
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ARTS & CULTURE

Stories created in the 
tradition of opera are 
extravagant in the 

telling, and a smaller story, no 
less incredible, is found in the 
history of the Dawson Creek 
Symphonette and Choir.

The Symphonette and 
Choir was formed in 1971 
by combining the singers 
from the City’s two Lutheran 

Churches. The group fell under 
the spell of artistic director 
and conductor Rotraud 
Lopp who has led the annual 
symphonette performance 
every year since inception.

Mrs. Lopp believes you must 
see clearly the story you want 
to tell, you must work hard 
to understand the culture 
of the story, and you must 
then translate the story into a 
worthy performance.

Talent, reinforced by 
dedication and hard work, are 
the trademarks of this group, 
striving tirelessly to achieve 
the extraordinary by making 
manifest their vision on stage.

Working in this fashion has 
resulted in many remarkable 
productions. Audiences have 
been treated to the Japanese 
gardens of Madama Butterfly, 
the ginger bread house of 
Hansel and Gretel, and the 
spectacle of La Traviata.

Such success requires a 

great deal from many people. 
Sets are created by Erich Lopp 
and Lynne Sorg, local families 
host performers from across 
Western Canada, donations 
of time and money by 
volunteers and sponsors—the 
community is commended for 
their contributions.

The invitation remains open 
to all music lovers, young and 
old, to become part of this 
extraordinary story and carry it 
into the future .

The 
Story Tellers
35 Years with the Dawson Creek  
Symphonete & Choir

Clockwise left: Jane Perret-Murray, Mallory Smith from Fort St. John, and the Dawson Creek 
Symphonette and Choir conducted by Rotraud Lopp in A Night to Remember, 2006.

Photos by Kit Fast

For more information contact: 
Rotraud Lopp 
 250-782-3607
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Curious, it might seem, 
to be thrilled by a 
scattering of empty 

shoes, but to Terri Hanen 
the shoes signify the many 
children gathered inside, 
dancing to their hearts 
content.

Terri, the new manager 
of the Kiwanis Performing 
Arts Centre (KPAC), has deep 
roots in Dawson Creek’s arts 
community. “I have been a 
member of the South Peace 
Arts Society since we moved 
to Dawson Creek 25 years ago,” 
says Hanen, “and have been 
the secretary for the society as 
well.”

On the business side of 
her life Terri realized that 
her experience working at 
Community Futures would suit 
her role with KPAC. 

“It was the perfect training 
ground for this job,” says Terri. 
“It taught me a lot of skills that 
directly relate to what I do 
here. As manager for the self-
employment program, it was 
my job was to help clients do 
business plans, budgets and 
cash flows.

“It’s very exiting for me to 
take a big step and make that 
leap to work in the performing 
arts again, but I have always 
enjoyed what KPAC has 
represented in years past,” says 
Hanen.

Originally, Jens Liebgott of 
the Kiwanis Club initiated the 
idea of establishing KPAC so 
that music programs, which 
were being phased out of the 
public school system at that 
time, would remain available 
to the community’s children.

Grants from the City of 
Dawson Creek, School 
District #59, the Kiwanis Club 
of Dawson Creek, the Arts 
Council and sponsors from 
Reel Wednesdays, help support 
KPAC in providing a wide range 
of programs.

Available at KPAC are: 
The Kiwanis Kids Choir, the 
Kiwanis Community Band, 
the Vocaleeze Ladies Choir, 
the Lindsay Molson School of 
Dance and classes in guitar, 
piano, belly dancing, and yoga.

In addition, there are 
concerts, plays, and events 
held throughout the year.

Running  
with the Pack
The Kiwanis Performing Arts Centre

Clockwise from top: Terri Hanen, manager of KPAC, Judi McGowan and the Kiwanis 
Kids Choir, and violinist Terry Blaskovits.

Kit Fast

Kit Fast

Don Pettit

For more information contact: 
Terri Hanen 
 250-782-9325 
Email: thanen@mail.sd59.bc.ca 
Website: www.pris.bc.ca/kpac
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CITY FINANCES

The City is proud of 
its accomplishments 
in the area of fiscal 

management of your tax 
dollars.  The City’s visioning 
process identified a number 

of strategic directions for the 
next five years.  One of these 
strategies was continuing to 
achieve financial stability.

The City of Dawson Creek 
is incorporated under the 

provisions of the British 
Columbia Local Government 
Act.  Its principal activities 
include the provision of local 
government services to the 
residents of the City.

Council has approved a 
property tax rate for 2006 
that generates approximately 
$450,000 more than in 2005.  
Although the actual residential 
and business tax rates are 

lower than 2005, the effective 
rates increased after taking 
into consideration assessment 
increases.  Council and staff 
worked to achieve a balance 
between increased costs and 

2006 Funding Sources
Net municipal property taxes  9,816,467 
Grants in lieu of taxes  380,272 
Government transfers  12,348,365 
Sale of services  3,639,349 
Other revenue from own sources  2,266,848 
Return on investments  238,095 
Debt proceeds  3,763,650 
Water utility fees  1,800,000 
Sewer utility fees  730,000 
Transfer from surplus  824,458 
Transfer from reserves  15,897,876 
Taxes collected on behalf of other governments  5,570,589 
TOTAL  57,275,969 

City of Dawson Creek financial information

2006 Expenditures
Administration  3,053,474 

Environmental development services  977,870 

Environmental health services  958,063 

Protective services  5,087,131 

Public health and welfare  166,520 

Recreation services  4,963,327 

Transportation services  3,517,250 

Water utility  1,870,569 

Sewer utility  806,729 

Principal  1,299,538 

Interest  1,417,793 

Capital Expenditures  27,339,611 

Transfer to reserve for future expenditures  72,500 

Transfer to other governments  5,570,589 

Contingency  175,005 

TOTAL  57,275,969 
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5,570,589

3,639,349
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CITY FINANCES

Tax Rates  1993–2006
1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999

Residential 9.24 9.03 8.77 7.68 7.55 7.53 7.51
Residential Flat Tax 225.00 250.00 250.00 300.00 300.00 300.00 300.00
Utilities 64.83 64.44 64.44 64.44 63.34 63.01 62.68
Major Industrial 39.62 37.79 34.41 33.63 23.20 27.98 32.72
Light Industrial 39.62 37.79 34.41 33.63 33.06 32.89 32.72
Business 39.62 37.79 34.41 33.63 33.06 32.89 32.72
Seasonal 13.34 13.26 12.51 11.80 11.60 11.54 11.48
Farm 13.34 13.26 12.51 11.80 11.60 11.54 11.48

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
Residential 7.49 7.37 7.30 7.30 7.10 6.13 5.85
Residential Flat Tax 300.00 300.00 300.00 300.00 300.00 300.00 300.00
Utilities 62.41 61.43 60.34 60.34 57.39 64.70 63.38
Major Industrial 32.58 32.07 31.50 33.13 31.53 36.79 39.80
Light Industrial 32.58 32.07 31.50 31.50 29.96 25.88 24.03
Business 32.58 32.07 31.50 31.50 29.96 25.88 25.35
Seasonal 11.43 11.25 11.05 11.05 10.51 9.08 8.35
Farm 11.43 11.25 11.05 11.05 10.51 9.08 8.35

Analysis Of Debt 1997-2006

YEAR IDSA GENERAL WATER SEWER TOTAL
1997 $1,781,440 $3,332,243 $5,175,025 $3,144,690 $13,433,398
1998 $1,670,973 $3,438,951 $6,631,279 $2,630,728 $14,371,931
1999 $1,538,772 $3,339,364 $7,944,015 $2,706,103 $15,528,254
2000 $1,428,785 $3,037,063 $7,665,233 $2,228,273 $14,359,354
2001 $1,308,282 $3,478,820 $7,936,540 $1,826,683 $14,550,325
2002 $1,189,354 $4,708,846 $7,833,575 $905,332 $14,637,107
2003 $1,020,115 $5,227,249 $7,377,211 $636,756 $14,261,331
2004 $758,114 $4,235,720 $10,767,538 $595,479 $16,356,896
2005 $599,804 $5,412,060 $10,133,890 $852,138 $16,700,392
2006
(Estimate)

$420,304 $6,322,810 $12,580,543 $901,013 $20,224,670

The City’s current policy regarding debt management is to finance all its long term borrowing through the Municipal Finance 
Authority. Roadwork and local area service improvement projects are financed over 10 years,  water and sewer projects are typically 
financed over 20 years.  The City’s borrowing capacity is limited through Provincial regulation.

2006 Expenditures
Administration  3,053,474 

Environmental development services  977,870 

Environmental health services  958,063 

Protective services  5,087,131 

Public health and welfare  166,520 

Recreation services  4,963,327 

Transportation services  3,517,250 

Water utility  1,870,569 

Sewer utility  806,729 

Principal  1,299,538 

Interest  1,417,793 

Capital Expenditures  27,339,611 

Transfer to reserve for future expenditures  72,500 

Transfer to other governments  5,570,589 

Contingency  175,005 

TOTAL  57,275,969 

low tax rates.
The 2006 Consolidated 

Financial Plan is approximately 
$ 57.3 million.  Operating 
expenditures are $ 24.3 million, 
capital expenditures are $ 27.4 
million and collections for 
other governments are $ 5.6 
million. A major component 
of the plan relates to the 
Multiplex project budgeted at 
approximately $ 18.9 million, 
funded mostly from reserve 
funds.

The management of the 
City’s consolidated financial 
plan is an on-going challenge 
of City Council.  We strive to 
provide quality and efficient 
service to the citizens we serve.  

If you have any questions 
relating to the City’s financial 
plan please contact:  
Shelly Woolf 
Chief Financial Officer  
250- 784-3600
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WATER USE
In 2001, the average Canadian 

used 335 litres of fresh water 
for daily domestic use. Water 
use in the home can be broken 
down this way:

Showers and baths 35 %.
Toilet flushing 30 %.
Laundry 20 %.
Kitchen and drinking  
water 10 %.
Cleaning 5 %.
Watering lawns and 
gardens can increase daily 
domestic use by up to 50 %.

CONSERVATION 
Innovations in technology 

and water use practices will 
result in significant savings and 
help preserve one of our most 
valuable natural resources:

Use low-flow shower 
heads.
Use low-flow toilets.
Invest in water efficient 
clothes washers (tumble 
washers).
Invest in water efficient 
dish washers.
Detect leaks and repair.
Water gardens and turf 
in early morning or 
late evening to reduce 
evaporation.

•
•
•
•

•
•

•

•
•

•

•
•

COMMUNITY RESOURCES

The City of Dawson 
Creek is dependent 
on water piped 16 

kilometers from a single 
source. So the value of this 
limited resource has long been 
recognized. Programs have 
been identified that promote 
the wise use of water and 
provide benefit to the City 
by reducing demands on the 
current system, with the least 
expense to taxpayers.

In order to deliver the water 
and wastewater services 
required by domestic and 
commercial users, and to 
maintain public spaces, 
the City has embarked on 
producing a Water Quality 
Assurance Plan, and is working 
towards implementing a Water 
Demand Management Plan. 

The objectives of sustainable 
planning for water use are to 
control capital and long-term 
costs, while:
•  Delivering water of excellent 

quality;
•  Meeting or exceeding 

health and safety standards;
•  Utilizing a multi-barrier 

approach to water 
treatment;

•  Exploring methods of water 
and energy conservation;

•  Proactively encouraging 
public participation;

•  Minimizing our effects on 
downstream users.

Consistent investment in 
equipment and training has 
ensured a reliable, safe supply 

of water, but future demands 
require further action.

One step already taken is 
the drafting of a summer 
scheduling bylaw that would 
restrict water use from June 
1st to September 30th, when 
required during periods of 
drought or low water levels in 
the Kiskatinaw River.

The first stage of the bylaw, 
which would automatically 
come into effect on June 1st of 

each year, states that a person 
must not:

water lawns, except:

 at premises with even-
numbered civic addresses, on 
Wednesdays and Saturdays 
between 4:00 a.m. and 9:00 
a.m. and between 7:00 p.m. 
and 10:00 p.m.; and

 at premises with odd-
numbered civic addresses, 
on Thursdays and Sundays 
between 4:00 a.m. and 9:00 
a.m. and between 7:00 p.m. 
and 10:00 p.m.; or

•

•

•

 use a hose providing water to 
wash boats or motor vehicles, 
unless the hose is equipped 
with an automatic shut-off 
device.

Subsequent levels of 
restriction would match the 
severity of the problem unless 
specific permits were issued.

At this point the City 
is engaged in public 
consultations. The earliest date 
the bylaw could be in effect is 
June 1st of 2007. 

•

Water Conservation
Promoting the wise use of a limited resource

Water Plant Lab Technician Laureen Gray gathers water samples from the Kiskatinaw River at the  
weir below the water intake and near Arras.

Kit Fast

For more information: 
Water Treatment Plant 
 250-782-3114 
Email: rharmon@dawsoncreek.ca
Water and Environmental Deparment

Copies of the proposed water restriction 
bylaw are available at City Hall or on 
the website: www.dawsoncreek.ca
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Green grass and 
the sharp scent of 
sweat—part of the 

excitement of spring. 
The South Peace Senior 

Secondary School Penguins 
football team have been 
practicing since the middle 
of May and will continue 
into June.

The regular season begins in 
September with several home 
games planned for later in 
the fall.

Bantam football, just started 
this year, has been a “smashing” 
success. 

Coach Steve Lightfoot was 
extremely happy when 30 
players, from grades six to 

eight, showed up to learn 
the rules and basic skills of 
the game.

The inclusion of younger 
players in the sport promises 
a bright future for Dawson 
Creek  football.

Everyone is encouraged to 
support the local team and 
check-out the excellent sports 
facilities at South Peace Senior 
Secondary School. 

Improvements include the 
addition of a new scoreboard 
and an underground watering 
system.

CITY SCENES

Tyler Sexsmith stretches for the catch at a South Peace Senior Secondary Penguin football team practice.

Kit Fast

For more information contact:
South Peace Senior Secondary School
 250-782-5585



Billed as the Greatest Show in the 
Peace, the Dawson Creek Fall Fair 
and Exhibition is celebrating fifty 

years as Collins Park. 
Connie Patterson, President of the 

Exhibition Association, says this year 
they’re pulling out all the stops to live up 
to that reputation.

“Last year? We upgraded the racetrack 
and rodeo arena, which has made a huge 
difference. This year, we’ll be adding new 
centre load bucking chutes and hope to 

add infield seating and sponsor boxes.”
At the heart of the Fall Fair and 

Exhibition are the rodeo and chuckwagon 
races, which attract some of the biggest 
names from across North America. The 
chuckwagon races have proven extremely 
popular; last year nearly two-thirds of 
all attendees went to see the World 
Professional Chuckwagon Races. 

In addition, there will be music and 
entertainment throughout the Exhibition. 
Highlights include Big Mike Callen in the 

Watering Hole and the Jack Jackson Band 
with Country Legends on the outdoor 
stage. Jack will emcee the talent show 
at the gospel festival, both of which will 
attract talented local artists. 

Photos, Don Pettit, Poster Design, Trent Ernst,  
Peace photoGraphics Inc.

Dawson Creek Fall Fair & Exhibition  
The Greatest Show in the Peace August 9-13

For more information contact: 
Dawson Creek Exhibition Association 
 250-782-8911 
Email: fairinfo@dawsoncreekfair.com 
Website: www.dawsoncreekfair.com


