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Building a brilliant future
“Enthusiasm for taking on new challenges can be found throughout our community”
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Promoting the Peace

MAYOR’S MESSAGE

On the cover: Mayor Kruk and Council with the City’s first fuel efficient hybrid vehicle in front of the Parliment Buildings in Victoria during the UMBC meetings held in October; Dawson Creek cityscape; Mayor Kruk accepting a proclimation from Premier 
Campbell at the 2006 Oil & Gas Conference held in Dawson Creek; rig hand Dale Reddy at Trinidad 46E, south of Dawson Creek. Rig and revitalizeation photos by Don Pettit. Conference photo by Kit Fast. Sustainable DC photo supplied.

Mayor Kruk, with help from driver Chad Harden, takes the reigns during the final night of chuckwagon racing during the 2006 Greatest Show in the Peace.

Well done Dawson 
Creek! 

You and every 
citizen—the greatest assets 
in our growing community— 
have been rewarded for your 
enthusiasm for new challenges 
and your confidence in our 
future as the energy centre  
of BC.

We are ecstatic that our 
Sustainable Communities 

initiatives are receiving the 
well-deserved recognition that 
places our city in the provincial 
spotlight.

The two major awards 
presented at the UBCM for 
exhibiting leadership and 
vision in energy planning and 
implementation, [see page 
7] recognize the tremendous 
efforts of our residents, 
our Council and staff, and 

distinguishes Dawson Creek 
as a city with unique ideas and 
initiatives.

These prestigious awards 
cap a terrific summer that 
began by opening the Paul 
Loiselle soccer fields with a 
tournament involving over 900 
of the City’s youth. It continued 
with the incredible success of 
the Dawson Creek Fall Fair and 
Rodeo with 25,000 people in 

attendance, followed by the 
Oil and Gas Conference that 
emphasized the strength of our 
local economy.

As we move towards the new 
year, I would like to thank all 
the volunteers, the community 
organizations, the business 
community, and City staff for 
all their hard work in making 
2006 a year of exceptional 
achievement.

I look forward to meeting the 
challenges of a new year and 
would like to wish the people 
of Dawson Creek a safe and 
happy holiday season.

Yours sincerely,

Mayor Calvin Kruk

Kit Fast
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ECONOMY

Dual credit programs 
are an efficient way 
to get students 

working in the local economy 
-especially when employers 
are desperate for trained 
workers.

 “There are opportunities 
to break into the work force, 
but you have to be trained 
and prepared to go where the 
work is,” says Doug Mackie, 
Instructor, Steamfitter/Pipefitter 
Entry Level Trades Training.

“You can come out of this 
program with first or second 

level training and go right into 
an apprenticeship with an 
employer,” says Mackie.

The dual credit programs 
offered by school districts 
throughout northeast BC and 
Northern Lights College (NLC), 
allow high school students 
to attend both high school 
and college classes while 
working towards their grade 12 
graduation. 

This comes with the added 
bonus of the school districts 
paying the college tuition fees 
for the first year.

The high school and 
college academic classes are 
combined with practical work-
based training and in some 
cases industry certification.

Dual credit students begin 
the program in grade 11 or 12 
by attending NLC for trades 
training, then returning to 
high school to complete core 
subjects for graduation.

Students will then have 
completed the requirements 
for a high school diploma, 
up to two levels of technical 
theory towards apprenticeship 

or industry certification, 
accumulated hours of work 
experience and gained 
valuable work-site experience.

Today, training is offered 
for 14 different trades at 
eight campuses throughout 
northern BC.

Jeff Lekstrom, Dean of 

Trades and Apprenticeship is 
enthusiastic about the success 
of the dual credit programs.

“Employers are contacting 
us for future employees,” says 
Lekstrom. “Graduates leave 
here with the skills to be 
safe, productive members of 
industry and society.”

Taking credit where credit is due
The dual credit programs at Northern Lights College are working for students and employers

Above: Dual credit student Landon Smolik puts theory into practice in the Steamfitter/Pipefitter class at Northern Lights College.

More dual credit program information can be found at: 
Northern Opportunities website 
www.northernopportunities.com 
or the Northern Lights College website
www.nlc.bc.ca.

Kit Fast
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COUNCIL NOTES

Councillor Neumann is self employed as a Counsellor/Consultant  
in the community.  He loves construction and continues to build 
houses after building his own energy efficient home in 2005. 
His appointments include: the Drug Strategy Project and Personnel.

Councillor Stedel is currently serving his third term on Council. 
When time allows he hits the road touring western Canada on his 
Goldwing motorcycle with his wife Dorothy.
His appointments include: the Dawson Creek Spirit of 2010 and 

the Fall Fair Board Liaison.

Councillor Powell is a member of the NCDC (Northern Corridor 
Development Corporation) and a member of Branding the Peace. 
He currently enjoys living in Arras spending time farming and 
raising horses.
His appointments include: Tourism; Northern Rockies Alaska 

Highway Tourism Association (NRAHTA); Land Sales Committee; 
Mile O Park Society and the Heritage Commission.

Councillor Belak, active throughout the community, enjoys exploring 
the Peace countryside, bird watching, and tending her garden.
Her appointments include: the Recreation Advisory Committee; 

Library Board; Arts and Cultural Endowment Loan; Adopt-a-Block; City 
Clean up Campaign; and is a member of the Community Services 
Network.

Councillor Bernier, very active in the Dawson Creek Rotary Club and 
South Peace Junior Soccer, relaxes by pursuing his love of music. 
His appointments include: Dawson Creek Athletic Association Liaison; 

Winter Lights/Communities in Bloom; Chamber of Commerce, 2008 
Northern BC Winter Games; and the Airport Advisory Committee.

Councillor Gevatkoff was Chairman of the Oil & Gas Conference 
held October 3rd to October 5th, 2006 and with good humour 
accepted Mr. Congeniality in recognition of his hard work.
His appointments include: the Oil & Gas Conference; Oil & Gas 

Industry Liaison; Dawson Creek Airshow Committee; the Mile O 
Park Society and he is the Chair of the Land Sales Committee.
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COMING EVENTS

B en Heppner at  Unchagah Hall
Januar y 4,  2007

w w w.benheppner.com

Dawson Creek Curl ing Club 
celebrates  50 years
B onspiels  through 2006-2007
Dawson Creek  Cur l ing Club

Hometown hero

The average temperature for 
Bilbao, Spain, in January is a 
balmy 10 C. This is notable 

because the Basque city is the location 
of Ben Heppner’s last performance 
before our hometown heldentenor 
returns to Dawson Creek (average 
January temp: -15 C) for a performance 
at Unchagah Hall.  

“I haven’t completely chosen my 
program, but it will be reflective of 
all the stuff I do,” says Heppner from 
Scarborough, Ont., where the singer 
now lives. Heppner is home for a few 
days before a solo recital at New York’s 
Carnegie Hall.  

It’s a long way from Unchagah 
Hall, where he sang in front of his 
classmates back in 1972 for the first 
time. But Heppner, who turned 50 this 
year, has graced the stages of most of 

the world’s great opera houses for over 
fifteen years. 

He has emerged as one of the 
world’s greatest tenors, with a 
penchant for difficult, demanding 
music, especially Wagner. He’s even 
landed a coveted recording contract 
with Deutsche Grammophon, one of 
the most respected music labels in the 
world.  Not bad for a local boy.

Many call him the greatest heroic 
tenor of this age, perhaps of all time, 
but Heppner still retains his small-town 
humbleness and charm. How? “If you 
knew my wife, you wouldn’t be asking 
that question,” he laughs. “Karen keeps 
me very grounded.”

And is Heppner looking forward to 
returning to Dawson Creek in the heart 
of winter? Of course he is, but “I expect 
I’ll be spending a lot of time indoors.”

More upcoming events

COMING EVENTS

Rotar y Old Fashioned 
Christmas  
December 11–12,  2006
Walter  Wr ight  Pioneer  Vi l lage

For information on these and other events, visit www.tourismdawsoncreek.com

Help celebrate the 50th anniversary 
of the Dawson Creek Curling Club 

by joining in and becoming active.
League games run throughout the 

week during the evenings and there is 
a full slate of bonspiels scheduled for 
the winter. 

For more information contact Manager 
Vern Braatan 782-4080.

Bring the family and enjoy an old 
fashioned Christmas celebration 

at Walter Wright Pioneer Village. 
A celebration of Christmas past, the 

event will feature horse-drawn sleigh 
rides, hot chocolate, hot dogs and 
even roasted chestnuts.

Come out and celebrate Christmas 
the old fashioned way. 

For more information call Walter 
Wright Pioneer Village 782-9595
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The Kiskatinaw River (where all of our City water comes from) begins its downhill journey to the Peace 
River here, at Bearhole Lake. Bearhole Lake is in turn supplied by underground aquifers in the Tumbler 
Ridge area.

Where does Dawson Creek’s water
COME FROM?

Our City’s water supply 
is drawn from the 
Kiskatinaw River at an 

intake at Arras.
The Kiskatinaw River 

watershed covers an area of 
2800 square kilometers, and is 
one of the largest watersheds 
in BC. Its headwaters are at 
Bearhole Lake just southeast of 
Tumbler Ridge, which in turn is 
fed by underground aquifers in 
the area.

The Kiskatinaw has been a 
reliable source of water for 
Dawson Creek since the US 
army first put in the system 
during the building of the 
Alaska Highway in the mid 
1940’s.

Recently, there has 
been concern over the 
dependability of the river as a 
source of water. 

In 1992 the river was reduced 
to puddles, and again in the 
winter of 2002/2003 the river 
flow dropped to its lowest 
winter flow on record.

The City has been addressing 
the situation by building large 
new reservoirs. The Hansen, 
Hart and Trail Reservoirs 
together provide 200 million 
U.S. gallons of storage capacity, 
enough for about 3 month’s 
average use.

However, water conservation 
will remain a critical part of 
protecting the City against 
possible water shortages.

Our City water is a fragile resource that must be protected and conserved

For more information contact: 
Rod Harmon  250-782-3114       
rharmon@dawsoncreek.ca
or visit www.dawsoncreek.ca/
cityhall/departments/water/

Water Conservation: how can I help?
HOW MUCH WATER DO I USE? 

Dawson Creek uses 60.6 million litres of fresh water each day 
in the winter, and 106 million litres per day in the summer.  
That’s an average of about 160 litres per day per person.
Home use can be broken down this way:

Showers and baths 35%.
Toilet flushing 30%.
Laundry 20%.
Kitchen and drinking 10%.
Watering lawns and gardens can increase home use by 
up to 50%.

•
•
•
•
•

WHAT CAN I DO?

Water costs us money. Our tax dollars pay for our water 
pumping, storage, purification and treatment. We can all help 
reduce these costs:

Install low-flow shower heads and low-flush toilets.
Replace old appliances with water-efficient clothes 
washers, such as tumble washers.
Invest in a water-efficient dish washer.
Fix leaky faucets.
Water gardens and lawns in the early morning 
or late evening to reduce evaporation.

•
•

•
•
•

SUSTAINABILITY
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SUSTAINABILITY

THE SITUATION: 

Gasoline and diesel fuels used for transportation produce 
greenhouse gas emissions that contribute to climate change, 
as well as emissions that degrade local air quality. How can 
the City reduce vehicle emissions?

New vehicles will be an ongoing expense for the City fleet. 
How do we ensure that life cycle costs are considered for 
each new vehicle purchase and that vehicle efficiencies are 
maximized?

Emissions that add to climate change and degrade local air 
quality are coming from the community as a whole, not just 
the City fleet. How does the City adopt a policy that can be 
adapted and expanded to the community level?

THE POLICY:

In 2004, Dawson Creek completed a baseline study on 
its municipal energy consumption. One of the study’s 
recommendations was the creation of a green vehicle policy that 
will help reduce energy consumption. Greening the City fleet will 
provide a starting point to engage on other transportation issues 
throughout the municipality.

The goal is to reduce emissions from the City fleet to levels 20% 
below 2004 levels by 2016. This will be achieved by:

Reducing idling 
Reducing single occupancy trips 
Purchasing more efficient vehicles and fuels 
Right-sizing vehicles 

•
•

•

•

•

•
•
•
•

Greening the fleet
Fuel efficient City vehicles save tax dollars

For more information contact: 
Greg Dobrowolski
250-784-3619
c/o emachado@dawsoncreek.ca

Mayor Calvin Kruk, City Council and City staff proudly accepted two provincial awards for leadership 
and innovation in energy conservation and sustainability at the meeting of the UBCM in Victoria on 
behalf of the City of Dawson Creek.

The City of Dawson Creek won the 2006 Energy Aware Award, from the Community Energy 
Association and co-sponsored by the Province of BC and the Union of BC Municipalities. The 
award recognizes the leadership of progressive local governments that are pro-active on 
energy efficiency and the use of renewable energy. The City was recognized as the provincial 
leader over the communities of Langley and Victoria which received honourable mentions.

The City of Dawson Creek was presented with the 2006 Leadership and Innovation 
Community Excellence Award in the mid-size community category at the annual meeting 
of  the Union of BC Municipalities. “Our municipality is incorporating sustainability into 
everything we do…,” explains Mayor Kruk.

Mayor Calvin Kruk has been honoured with an invitation by the Minister of Energy, Mines 
and Petroleum Resources, Richard Neufeld and Minister of Environment, Barry Penner to co-
chair the provincial Task Team that will prepare a roadmap to fast track the adoption of solar 
technology in BC. This is part of the  province’s 100,000 Solar Roofs initiative. 

•

•

•

Don Pettit

City cleans up on awards!
Dawson Creek is recognized as a provincial pace-setter
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Cities face a challenge as 
they grow keeping the 
established downtown 

vital to the prosperity and 
identity of the community.

Since 2004, Tourism Dawson 
Creek, with help from the City 
of Dawson Creek, has been 
spearheading the process of 
enhancing the potential of 
tourism and the revitalization 
of the downtown business 
area.

Essential to the goal of a 
sustainable, energetic city 
centre are business owners 
who identify with, and are 
committed to a downtown 
that is unique and valued.

Kristine Lowery, owner of 
Read’s Books, is a welcome 
addition to the mix of 
businesses and services that 
define the character of the 
downtown.

“I feel lucky to be in Dawson 
actually,” says Lowery. “I 
couldn’t have picked a better 
community to open my store 
in.”

As the owner of an 
independent bookstore, 
Lowery is very appreciative of 
the support she has received 
from the community and 
recognizes the character a 
downtown provides to a city.

“We are providing products 

Shaping the heart of the City

ECONOMY

Local businesses are commited to maintaining a vibrant downtown

Photos by Kit Fast

Brenda and Terry Sewell, 
Owners of B & T.

“We have to keep bringing new product and be aware of the  
competition from box stores and out-of-town shopping,” says Brenda, 
“but the last five years have been the busiest for us and the downtown 
and we think that it will continue in the near future.”

Kristine Lowery, owner of Read’s Books, enjoys doing business and shopping downtown.
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ECONOMY

that are less generic, perhaps 
a little off the beaten track and 
the downtown stores provide 
that [quality],” says Lowery.

Viable downtowns require 
an infusion of new businesses, 
but stable city centres are 
dependent on long-term 
tenants to anchor a cityscape.

The Northern Toybox is a 
business that exemplifies the 
commitment to a successful 
downtown core. 

“We have been located 
downtown for 11 years this fall,” 
says owner Joe Judge. “It has 
been in different locations but 
within a half block of here.”

Judge prefers downtown 
because of the interaction on 

the street, the weather, and the 
people as they go about their 
day.

“However,” Judge adds, “It’s 
time to decide on the direction 
the City and the Downtown 
Merchants Association would 
like to move in, and start the 
evolution of the downtown 
with changes that are 
coordinated over a period  
of time.

“I like the idea of a vibrant 
downtown,” says Judge. “I 
think the downtown core in 
any community is the heart 
and soul to some degree and 
reflects the community in a 
way that box stores can’t.”

Joe Judge, co-owner of The Northern Toybox, believes a healthy downtown will reflect and strenghten 
our reputation as a family-friendly city.

Creating a pedestrian-friendly downtown
It’s time to take the next step in downtown revitalization

There is no magic recipe 
for a revitalized Dawson 
Creek downtown, but 

key ingredients have been 
identified.

In March 2006, a community 
open house sponsored by 
Tourism Dawson Creek, the 
Northern Rockies Alaska 
Highway Tourism Association, 
with support from the City 
of Dawson Creek, presented 
four proposed strategies 
for tourism and downtown 
revitalization.

Those in attendance 
answered questionnaires and 
made comments that were 
compiled in a report that 
summarized the community 

response and offered guidance 
to future planning.

Using the results of the 
report, “we are working with 
the architects to come up 
with a new quote and move 
forward with the next steps,” 
says Ryan MacIvor, Tourism 
Development Coordinator for 
Dawson Creek. 

These next steps are 
“specifically relating to 
the façade guidelines and 
entrenching them within the 
official community plan.“

The section in the report 
specific to downtown 
revitalization indicated support 
for a pedestrian-friendly 
downtown core that focused 

on improved store façades and 
pedestrian access.

These improvements to the 
streetscape, however, should 
not compromise the flow 
of vehicle traffic and ease of 
customer access to downtown 
businesses.

The recommendations 
must now be presented to 
City Council and downtown 
merchants for approval.

“The message is clear,” says 
MacIvor, “it’s now time to make 
the improvements a reality.”

For more information contact: 
Ryan MacIvor 
 250-782-4714 
Email:  
ryan@tourismdawsoncreek.com Demolition of the Dawson Hotel in downtown Dawson Creek.

Don Pettit
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ARTS & CULTURE

We’re building

excitement
AUGUST 2006

JUNE 2006

SEPTEMBER 2006 Photos by Hank Bridgeman

Above: Looking towards the Tot’s and Swirl Pool and the water slide landing.
Right: Aerial view with the Dawson Creek Exhibition grounds in the background.
Below: A view of the Leisure Pool with the 25m, 8-lane Competition Pool behind.
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ARTS & CULTURE

For more information contact:
Dawson Creek City Hall   
Phone: 250.784.3600 
admin@dawsoncreek.ca
www.southpeacemultiplex.com

Kit FastNOVEMBER 2006

Looking to bring the Multiplex alive
Global Entertainment will open the doors to excitement at the South Peace Community Multiplex in 2007

Global Entertainment 
is working towards 
the grand opening of 

the South Peace Community 
Multiplex in the summer of 
2007.

“Our agreement with Global 
is a key element in making 
the Multiplex a success,” says 

Mayor Calvin Kruk.
 “We believe  this 

partnership will ensure a first 
class venue for the citizens to 
enjoy for many years to come.”

 Contracted to oversee 
$10 million of capital 
enhancements to the facility 
and to provide long-term 

management, marketing, 
and ticketing services to 
the EnCana centre, Encore 
Facility Management (EFM) 
is aggressively pursuing 
entertainment and 
programming options for the 
arena.

“Our goal is to bring 75 

events to the venue each year,” 
says Tom Sadler, of EFM.

The potential events include 
hockey games, family shows, 
concerts, tractor pulls—events 
that traditionally have 
bypassed the City.

“The potential for the arena 
is unlimited, and combined 

with the pool and equestrian 
side of it we believe the 
people will embrace and 
enjoy the new opportunities,” 
says Sadler.

At this time, construction 
is on schedule for a mid-
summer opening in 2007.

The Kenn Borek Aquatic Centre takes shape during the snow storms of early November.
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As the days get shorter 
and the temperatures 
get lower, recreational 

volleyball is a great way to 
keep active.

With an emphasis on having 
fun and getting together 
with friends, the recreational 
volleyball leagues offered by 
the Parks and Rec department 
are for people of all skill levels.

If you played organized 
volleyball through high school 
or just enjoyed playing for fun 
at summer camp or on the 
beach you are welcome to 
participate and keep fit.

 On Tuesday evenings  the 
Ladies Volleyball League, 22 
teams split into 5 tiers, plays 
from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. in gyms 

throughout Dawson Creek.
On Friday evenings, the  

Co-ed Volleyball League with 
30 teams split into 6 tiers, take 
to the floor from 6 p.m. to 10 
p.m.

Volleyball Skill Clinics, 
focused on individual skills, 
court, and team play will be 
held in January and February 
2007 on Thursday evenings at 
Central Middle School with 
instructors from the Parks and 
Rec department.

The cost is $5 per person for 
league participants and $10 
per person for non-league 
players. Course dates will be 
announced through Parks and 
Rec in the new year.

Volley on!
Get active and beat the winter blues

For program  
information contact: 
The Parks and Recreation  
Department 
 250-784-3604 
Email: recreation@dawsoncreek.ca 
Website: www.dawsoncreek.ca

RECREATION AND LEISURE

Photos by Kit Fast
Taking to the court are clockwise from the left: Amy Cortes from team Brannigan’s, Christy Nichol 
from team Curves, and Liz Ollenberger from team Magna-Tech.
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Taking advantage of Monday night drop-in basketball are from the top left to right: Joanne Nelson and Kim Huzel. 
Bottom left to right: Maria Neumann, Joanne Nelson, Kim Huzel and Stacy Tanner.

RECREATION AND LEISURE

Keeping warm in the winter
Drop-in basketball is a slam-dunk while the swimming pool splashes on

It just takes eight to play 
and the stage is set for an 
evening of run and shoot.

The ladies drop-in basketall 
program extends from 
October 2 to December 11 on 
Monday nights, 6 p.m. to 7:15 
p.m., at Central Middle School. 
It is just $2 at the door.

If there is enough interest, 
there is a possibility of starting 
league play in the future. 

The Dawson Creek 
Swimming Pool continues to 
be a great place for everyone 
who wants to combine fun 
with fitness.

Get Moving with Waterfit 
Our instructors lead you 
through warm-up, cardio, and 
cool down.  
Times: Mon/Wed/Fri 9-9:45 
a.m., Tue/Thu 8:30-9:30 a.m., 
(deep water), Tue/Thu 8:15-9 
p.m.

Poolside Birthday Party 
Buy a punch card and rent 
the party room or patio for 
cake and presents after your 
swim. Book a minimum of 
one week in advance to avoid 
disappointment.

Red Cross  
Water Safety Instructor 
Take the plunge and learn to 
teach the sport of swimming.

This is the final course to 
become a Certified Red Cross 
Water Safety Instructor. 

You must be 16 years 
of age or older and have 
completed the Assistant Water 
Safety Instructor course and 

practicum.  
Times: Wed-Fri 10 a.m. - 7 p.m., 
Jan 3-5.
Gift Cards 
Looking for that unique 
gift for the person who has 
everything? Treat them to a 
ten swim punch card. Note: 
Punch cards expire on March 
31, 2007.

TGIF Pool Parties 
Play games, win prizes, and 
enjoy some snacks and drinks. 

Come join the fun! Every Friday 
night from 7-9 p.m.

Christmas Programs 
Need something to do over 
the Christmas holidays? Call 
the pool to ask about our 
special programs!

For program  
information contact: 
The Parks and Recreation  
Department 
 250-784-3604 
Email: recreation@dawsoncreek.ca 
Website: www.dawsoncreek.ca

Photos by Kit Fast
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George and Ira 
Gershwin’s Girl Crazy 
was a huge hit when 

it was released in the 1930s. 
One song in particular—“I’ve 
Got Rhythm”—has gone on 
to be recorded, re-worked, 
re-sung and parodied so 
frequently that it is quite 
possibly the best known of the 
Gershwins’ oeuvre. The musical 
that spawned the song is 
nearly forgotten, but the songs 
from it survive, and have been 
reworked into Crazy For You.

Loosely based on Girl Crazy, 
the new musical tells the story 
of Bobby Childs, a stage-struck 
banker who falls in love with 
Polly Baker, the daughter of 
the owner of the theatre that 
Bobby has come to shut down.

When she discovers what 
Bobby’s up to, she rejects him 
and his idea. He decides to 
produce the show anyway, 
disguised as a theatre 
impresario he knows back east. 

From there, much madness 
ensues. And madness is about 
as good a word as any to 
describe the early rehearsals at 
Unchagahh Hall, as the SPSS 
drama class rehearses for their 
upcoming production of Crazy 
For You. 

In the hallway outside the 
theatre, a group of students 
is practicing a dance number. 
Onstage, a smaller group is 
practicing tapdancing.

Scattered throughout the 
hall, students with speaking 
roles are rehearsing their lines, 
while costume-makers flit 
from one person to another, 
measuring tape in hand, 
getting measurements for 
each costume.

But, says drama teacher 
Debbie Longley, there is 
method to the madness…
even if an untrained eye can’t 
see it. “It’s very early on, so 
it’s very much a zygote,” says 
Longley. 

Things are forming and 
coming together, though it 
bears only scant resemblance 
to the final product. 

The curtain rises on the 
production at 8 p.m. January 
18, 19, 20 at Unchagah Hall. 
Tickets are $15 each and will be 
available at Simple Pleasures 
and Shoppers Drug Mart. 

For more information call 
Unchagah Hall at 782-4720.

Clockwise from top left: Jayden MacIntyre practices his tapdancing. Jordan Haugen prepares a 
pattern for a costume, Angela Chan and Alexandra Lukas share a laugh as they practice their lines. 

Above: Jessica Hills sings her 
heart out. 

Photos by Trent Ernst

Goin’ crazy
A new year—a new show for the South Peace 
Senior Secondary School drama department

ARTS & CULTURE
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ARTS & CULTURE

In 2008 the City of Dawson 
Creek will be celebrating 
its 50th Anniversary.  To 

celebrate this significant 
milestone, the City wishes 
to establish an Anniversary 
Committee. 

The committee will establish 
and coordinate a series of 
community events that will run 
throughout 2008. 

We are looking for motivated 
people, young and old, that 
want to help make this golden 
anniversary a year to remember.

Looking east-northeast from 
the Dawson Creek Chamber of 
Commerce to what is now the 
Bank of Montreal. Top photo 
taken in 2006. Bottom photo 
taken by Bilvic Studio circa 1957. 
Photo courtesy of the Dawson 
Creek Historical Society.

2008 is our golden 50th year 
A call to volunteers to organize the celebration

If you wish to be part of this 
events committee please 
submit a letter of application, 
no later than 4:00 p.m. Friday, 
December 15, 2006, to:

Elaine Peterson, Council & 
Community Liaison
10105 – 12 A Street, City Hall,  
or Box 150, Dawson Creek, B.C.  
V1G 4G4
Fax: (250)782-3203

If you cannot participate 
as a member of the events 
committee but would like to 
sponsor any of the events that 
will be taking place during our 
celebrations please contact 
Elaine at: 
250-784-3655 
For more City news visit our website: 
www.dawsoncreek.ca

NOW…NOW…

AND 50 YEARS AGO…AND 50 YEARS AGO…
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The political and 
business spotlight 
centered on Dawson 

Creek and its residents 
during the 2006 Oil and Gas 
Conference on October 3 to 5.

“We welcome the 
opportunity to showcase 
our community,” says Mayor 
Calvin Kruk. “We’re fortunate 
to have not only a wealth of 
natural resources, but the 
human resources to follow 
through with the sustainable 
development of those 
resources.”

Mayor Kruk agreed with the 
conference theme of Success 
Through Partnership. “At the 
City of Dawson Creek we 

are working with all levels of 
government, our partners in 
industry, first nations and our 
neighbours to do what we 
can to support the goals of 
creating not only jobs but also 
community.

“With the goal of 
sustainability in mind, we 
need to ensure that the same 
benefits and freedoms that we 
enjoy today are also available 
for the next generation—to 
work with youth, our future, 
while recognizing and 
respecting tradition.”

The importance of 
Dawson Creek and the 
northeast region of British 
Columbia was highlighted 

Left: Conference organizer Councillor Paul Gevatkoff at work during the closing banquet.  
Top: Mayor Calvin Kruk presents Premier Gordon Campbell with the Mayor ’s newest painting entitled 
“The Spirit of Northern BC.” Above: Trade show exhibits filled the Kin Arena during the three-day event.

Photos by Kit Fast

Tapping into the business of energy
The City of Dawson Creek plays host to the energy sector for the second time in four years

ECONOMY
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by the participation of many 
provincial representatives.

Premier Gordon Campbell 
gave the opening address; 
Colin Hansen, Minister of 
Economic Development spoke 
mid-week; and the keynote 
speaker on the final night was 
Richard Neufeld, Minister of 
Energy, Mines and Petroleum 
Resources.

Conference organizer 
Councillor Paul Gevatkoff was 
pleased by the efforts of the 
community to host the event 
and by the response of the 
participants. “The conference 
was well run and well 
attended.

“In addition to the money 
spent in the community 

there were large donations to 
the Dawson Creek Hospital 
Foundation. EnCana donated 
$500,000 over three years and 
Action Industrial Paramedic 
Services donated $6,000 to 
sponsor this year’s “Country 
Christmas Tour”. 

The closing auction raised 
over $30,000 for the Legacy 
Fund and will go towards a 
new bridge in Kin Park.

The attendance of over 430 
delegates from businesses 
and communities benefitting 
from the recent boom in 
the energy sector, reflected 
the positive mood that can 
be found thorough-out our 
communities in northeast BC.  

Workers throughout the region are taking advantage of the opportunties of a booming economy. Left: 
Welder Serena Walker. Above: Lift Operator Les Evans. 

Photos by Don Pettit

ECONOMY
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COMMUNITY RESOURCES

Now is the time to take 
advantage of the 
services available at 

the Dawson Creek Regional 
Airport—services that just 
keep getting better. 

“People have to realize how 
vital the airport is to the City 
and to use it whenever they 
fly,” says Airport Manger Ian 
Darling.

With the introduction of 
flights to both Edmonton and 
Calgary by Corporate Express 
Airlines (CEA), Dawson Creek 
is directly connected to the 
booming economy of Alberta.

“The new flights are a good 
fit for the community,” says City 
Councillor Mike Bernier.

 “They work well with the 
existing service to Vancouver 
provided by Hawkair and 
Central Mountain Air. 

“We now have quick and 
easy connections to all the 
major centers of western 
Canada right from our back 
door.”

After carefully watching 
the economic activity in 
northeastern British Columbia 
CEA decided to make its move.

“There has been so much 
activity here in Dawson Creek, 
fueled by the energy sector 
in particular,” says Samuel 
Spencer, Manager, Scheduled 
Service for CEA, “that they [the 
oil companies] were asking for 
us to fly into Grande Prairie and 
Dawson Creek.”

Spencer adds that these 

companies are making 
decisions based on the 15 
or 25-year lifespan of their 
projects, so they are here to 
invest in the communities and 
need someone to make that 
same commitment to partner 
with them.

“We have had fantastic 
support from City Council, the 
Dawson Creek Chamber of 
Commerce, Tourism Dawson 
Creek and the travel agencies,” 
says Spencer.

With a total of 15,229 
passengers in 2005 expected 
to increase by 10-15 percent in 
2006 the airport is starting to 
reach its potential.

 “If you add in the charter 
passengers we expect there to 
be over 20,000 people flying in 
and out this year,” says Darling, 
“but we always want to be 
busier.”

At this point the priority 
upgrade for the airport is to 
have an automated weather 
station installed so that real-
time weather information is 
available to pilots flying in the 
Dawson Creek airspace.

“It isn’t a question of safety 
because the pilots can make 
the decision to land or not, 
but we want to make their 
decisions as informed as 
possible and avoid unnecessary 
delays,” says Darling.

Airport takes off
“We now have quick and easy connections to the major centers of western Canada right from our back door”

Corporate Express Airlines now connects Dawson Creek directly to the booming economies of 
Edmonton and Calgary. Shown above are from left to right: Co-pilot Blair Martin, Pilot Claudia 
Simonelli and Flight Attendent Sue Taylor.

For more information contact: 
Dawson Creek Municipal Airport 
Ian Darling, Airport Manager 
250-782-3142

Kit Fast
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CITY SCENES

Kit Fast

Let it snow, let it snow, let it snow…
The Bear Mountain Ski & Recreation Club is looking forward to a fantastic season of winter fun.
For more information contact:  250-782-4988. 



t h e  D a w s o n  C r e e k  A i r s h o w  2 0 0 6 .  P h o t o s  b y  D o n  P e t t i t  a n d  K i t  F a s t .

Wings over Dawson


