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Work for today, plan for tomorrow
 We have a steady economy, a vibrant arts community and opportunities on the horizon.

What makes Dawson 
Creek the best place to 
live and raise a   family? 

There is a long list of reasons 
to live, work and play in our 
city. It makes my job promoting 
our city an easy, but busy one. 

It’s a pleasure to travel the 
province and demonstrate 
to business, government 
and community leaders that 
Dawson Creek is a vibrant, 
successful city. As a community 
we have worked hard to 
maintain a steady economy 
during challenging and 
changing times. 

The long-range commitment 
by the oil and gas industry to 
development in our region has 
kept our economy on the go, 
but it isn’t the only possibility 
to be found.

The strong start to the 
construction season is a 
reflection of the national Real 
Estate Investment Network’s 
finding that Dawson Creek as 
one of the top five places to 
invest real estate dollars in 
British Columbia. Our jump 
upward to rank as the 34th best 
place to live in Canada is one 
of the largest gains for any city. 

I believe that Dawson Creek 
is one of the few communities 
that is actively making the 
idea of sustainability a reality. 
As the wind park becomes 
visible on Bear Mountain, there 
are seven municipal buildings 
with solar hot water installed, 
there are photovoltaic panels 
on City Hall, and we continue 
to explore innovative ways 
to conserve energy and save 
money. All of these initiatives 
are a step toward meeting 
our commitment to be 
carbon neutral by 2012.

In September the city will 
host the Energy Conference 
and will be the focus of 
attention for many industries 

and businesses. 
Changing the name from Oil 

and Gas to Energy emphasizes 
that the world is changing, and 
our commitment is leading the 
way.

It’s a myth that there is 
nothing to do in a small 
northern community. Each 
week this summer is filled with 
opportunities to work and play.

So get out with your family, 
enjoy your successes and tell 
people about our remarkable 
home.

Yours sincerely,

 
Mayor, Mike Bernier

Dawson Creek hosted 170 municipal leaders from northern BC for the 
North Central Municipality Convention at the EnCana Events Centre in 
May 2009.



SUSTAINABLE DAWSON CREEK

Dawson Creek, Our Community • Summer 2009     3

Dawson Creek Council Members
A diverse group of dedicated people
working hard for our community

It’s great to be part of this forward 
thinking city within our beautiful 
natural and rural countryside. 
Industry, land users and local 
governments must work together to 
make this lifestyle last forever!

Enjoy the long days of our short 
summer. Walk the creek, explore 
the countryside and laze around 
outdoors.

For as long as I can remember I 
have followed the beat of a different 
Drummer, a song my peers did not 
seem to hear. This calling led me down 
many paths, and my life was rather 
nomadic, until I moved to Dawson 
Creek in 1991. Here I was able to foster 
my creative side, volunteer my skills, 
and explore my political side. Thank 
you Dawson Creek, for the opportunity 
to call this wonderful community my 
home.

I fell in love with Dawson Creek 
in the first week, due to the warm 
reception I got from the people in this 
friendly community. We have a city 
that is progressive and on the cutting 
edge. Dawson Creek has everything 
my husband and I enjoy, cross 
country skiing, downhill skiing, and 
hiking. When I’m not doing that, you 
will find me in my garden!

For 2009, our focus will be 
to continue our efforts toward 
sustainability, with the long term goal 
of being as near carbon neutral as 
possible by the year 2012.

We will also be working diligently to 
raise adequate funding to be able to 
bring the Calvin Kruk Art and Culture 
Centre to reality, without putting 
undue pressure on the taxpayers of 
our city.

COUNCILLOR MARILYN BELAKCOUNCILLOR ThEREsA GLADUE

Please join me in participating in 
all that Dawson Creek has to offer. 
We have a great wealth of social 
capital in this community that needs 
to be experienced and appreciated. 
Get out there and join a club or 
team and don’t forget to volunteer 
some time for your favorite cause!

I believe in community 
participation and have volunteered 
over the past several years on 
several committees including the 
Dawson Creek Library Board, Home 
Support Society, and Citizens on Patrol. 
Getting involved in local organizations 
is a great way for anyone to be part of 
the community.

COUNCILLOR ChERYL shUMAN COUNCILLOR sUE KENNY

COUNCILLOR TERRY MCFADYEN COUNCILLOR BUD POWELL
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Too often games are 
about goals scored. For 
this community and the 

city’s recreation department, 
it’s about goals achieved. 

One goal this year is to find 
new ways to get people out 
the door, off the bench, into 
the game and a healthy, active 
lifestyle.

In 2005, a provincial survey 
showed that 43 percent of BC’s 
population was between the 
ages of 35 to 54 years and 44 
percent of those people were 
considered to be inactive. 
Some of that inactivity has 

been linked to barriers that 
limit participation, like lower 
income and cultural status.

Recognizing that an inactive 
lifestyle has a cost to the 
mental and physical health of 
a community, the recreation 
department started working 
with Everybody Active in 
the fall of 2008. Everybody 
Active is a joint venture of 
the BC Recreation and Parks 
Association and the Heart 
and Stroke Foundation. It has 
provided funding to explore 
ways to get all members 
of a community active. The 

idea is to work together as 
a community to remove 
barriers to physical activity and 
promote the health and social 
well being of individuals and 
families.

This year, a partnership of 
key community groups was 
formed that includes Northern 
Health, School District 59, the 
Nawican Friendship Centre, 
the BC Ministry of Children 
and Family Development, 
Success by Six, City Council 
and mental health and human 
resource professionals. These 
partners are working with the 

City’s recreation department 
to get people active at little or 
no cost. 

To help direct their actions, a 
questionnaire was developed 
to find out what recreational 
activities these people are 
interested in accessing and 
what barriers exist that prevent 
or hinder their participation. 

Information was gathered to 
create coupons, funded by the 
Everybody Active grant, that 
would reduce the financial 
barriers to participation.

In addition, the committee 
is pursuing a partnership 

with School District 59 to 
offer recreational programs 
in school gyms. This would 
allow families to walk to school 
and participate together 
without the cost of daycare. 
Utilizing school facilities would 
also allow the activities to 
be spread throughout the 
community.

The results of this project 
will be assessed and 
recommendations will be 
made to council to ensure 
physical activity is accessible to 
all community members.

A healthy city is an active city
The city is looking at new ways to get the most out of the best recreational facilities in the region.

The City of Dawson Creek has some of the best recreation facilities found in the Peace region. The South Peace Community Multiplex includes the Kenn Borek Aquatic Centre, the 
EnCana Events Centre with indoor walking track and the Lakota Agri-Centre. The city is looking at ways to make these facilities accessible to everyone.
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The South Peace Community Multiplex Sports Fields include baseball diamonds at Harry Morrow Park and the Paul Loiselle Soccer Park, with pitches over 8.29 hectares. Facilities 
downtown include the Memorial and Kin Arenas, the Curling Rink, Skateboard Park and Dawson Trail. 

From archery to volley ball, Dawson Creek 
has many clubs and organizations which 

promote team work, personal achievement, 
and healthy activity.
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sustainable DC - still leading the way
Dawson Creek’s sustainability policies are award winning and people friendly.

Our innovative 
and timely 
approach 

to sustainability has 
made Dawson Creek 
a North American 
leader. Awards 
continue to flow into 
the city, our green 
house gas emissions 
continue to fall, and 
the projects outlined 
here are saving 
taxpayer’s money.

Renewable Energy
Wind Power 

A functional sculpture 
made of wind turbines will 
be erected on the grounds 
of the fire hall where it will 
power the emergency backup 
system and produce enough 
electricity to charge the city’s 
new electric car. The city is 
also monitoring at various 
sites to find more locations 
with potential for turbine 
installations.

Solar Hot Water
Seven municipal buildings, 

City Hall, the fire hall, the RCMP 

building, the Senior’s Hall, 

Sudeten Hall, the municipal 

airport, and the public works 

yard, will see cost savings 

with the installation of solar 

hot water heaters. In each 

location, the hot water system 

is diverted through a roof 

mounted heating panel to 

produce hot water from the 

sun. Several models have 

been tested to determine 

which ones function best 

in our climate. Test results 

will be made available to 

householders who want to 

retrofit their homes.

Photovoltaic
Dawson Creek has been 

exploring the potential for 
photovoltaic (PV) installations 
for a variety of uses. A recent 
report indicates significant 
potential for both solar hot 
water and solar PV. The city’s 
first installation of PV panels 
went on the roof of City Hall 
in May. Cost savings warrant 
plans for installations on other 
municipal buildings.

Solar Powered Bus Stops 
and Signage 

Improvements to public 
transit include expanded bus 
routes and upgrades to bus 
stops, increasing safety and 
convenience. Twelve bus stops 
will soon have solar powered 
lights that run on energy from 
the sun. The installation of 
solar powered caution lights 
and lighted crosswalk signs is 
expected to improve public 
safety.

Electricity Conservation
Dawson Creek is one 

of the first communities 

in BC to replace all city 
owned streetlights with 
dark-sky- friendly, low voltage, 
high-pressure sodium lights. 
The changeover should save 
as much as $1200 per month. 
Traffic lights now have LED 
bulbs, the longest lasting and 
lowest electricity consuming 
lighting technology available 
today, making city lighting the 
most efficient and lowest cost 
to operate. 

Green space
Careful consideration of 

green space can make a 
community ecologically 
sustainable and has the 
added benefit of enhanced 
recreational opportunities. 

Dawson Creek’s program 
of ongoing restoration and 
development of green spaces 
has seen the Dawson Trail 
walking/biking trail system 
expanded to link Rotary 
Lake and Pioneer Village 
on the northwest edge of 
the city with the Multiplex, 
soccer pitches and baseball 
diamonds on the southeast. 
Unpaved pathways through 
natural settings in the Dave 
Leoppky Community Forest 
and Chamberlain Nature Park 
are beautiful places to interact 
with nature within city limits. 
The Dawson Creek Watershed 
Society is working with the 
city’s arborist on reclamation 
and enhancement of the creek 
itself. 

Transportation
Idle reduction

Unnecessary idling wastes 
fuel, degrades local air quality, 
contributes to climate change, 
and increases engine wear. The 
city has formed a partnership 
with the Fraser Basin Council 
to create idle-free zones 
around every municipal 
building. 

Green Vehicle Policy
The city’s Green Vehicle 

Purchasing Policy guides 
purchasing, operation and 
maintenance of city vehicles 
and requires the city to 
purchase the lowest emission 
vehicle appropriate for the job. 
Ultimately, the fleet will 

This PV array being installed on the City Hall roof will feed electricity into the grid, reduce City Hall’s 
electrical bill and charge battery banks for emergency backup power.
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be “right sized” for the most 
common use of each vehicle. 
Since implementing the 
policy, the fleet uses less fuel 
and continues to perform as 
needed. Two hybrid vehicles 
have been added and the city 
is also considering adding 
biodiesel vehicles, when they 
become available in the Peace 
Country.  

social 
Senior’s Park

Our newest playground will 
have a twist – it’s designed 
for seniors. The playground, 
located near the hospital, will 
be equipped with low impact 
exercise equipment that is fun 

to use and improves fitness. 
The Multiplex walking track 
has been a hit with seniors 
and many others, including 
new moms, athletes and teens. 
Both are outcomes of the 
Social Plan that emerged from 
the city visioning process.

Land Use Planning
Land Use Charrette

A charette is an intensive 
design and planning process. 
Citizens were invited to 
participate in a land use 
charrette to plan the 
development of 240 acres 
between 8th and 17th streets 
at the north end of the city. 
Consulting the public in the 

planning process is a leading 
edge approach that ensures 
the land is developed in a 
sustainable way and meets the 
needs of the community in the 
future.

Official Community Plan
The Official Community Plan 

(OCP) governs all land use 

decisions in the city. Revisions 

to include the principles of 

sustainability and the results 

of community consultations 

on the Social Plan are currently 

underway. The public will 

again be invited to contribute 

to the discussion when the 

updating process is launched 

in June. 

Measuring Up The 
North survey

The Dawson Creek chapter 
of the Measuring Up The North 
(MUTN) program conducted a 
public survey this spring with 
the goals of raising awareness 
of access issues, finding out 
how people with challenges 
manage and how engaged 
in the life of the community 
people feel.  Particular 
attention was paid to seniors, 
people with disabilities and 
families with young children. 
Respondents were asked to 
rate accessibility to private and 
public buildings, availability 
of disabled parking spaces 
and the inclusiveness of 
social activities, among other 
things. The city will consult the 
community again as it looks 
at facilities, policies, programs, 
and practices to improve and 
enhance access for all. 

Conservation
Water Conservation

Dawson Creek is leading 
BC municipalities again, this 
time on the issue of water 
conservation. The provincial 
vision for a water future in 
which fifty per cent of new 
municipal water needs must 
come from conservation by 
the year 2020, has already 
been partially implemented 
in Dawson Creek. A water 
conservation bylaw that 
regulates water use and 
continued evaluation of 

conservation strategies will 
lead to new conservation 
methods.

Education
The City of Dawson 

Creek and Northern Lights 
College (NLC) have formed 
a partnership to certify local 
trades people to install 
several renewable energy 
technologies. NLC already 
offers a solar hot water 
heating installation program 
and ran the first photovoltaic 
installation program this 
spring. Course participants 
fulfilled the practicum element 
by installing systems on City 
Hall. The college will soon offer 
training to certify wind turbine 
installers. 

Upcoming
Biomass

The city is currently 
investigating biomass heating 
facilities, an innovative option 
with two possible fuel sources 
readily available in our region: 
fescue straw and wood 
waste.  Fescue is grown locally 
and requires little water or 
fertilizer. If proven effective, 
large volumes of untreated 
wood waste could also be 
diverted from local landfills. 
Environmentally, biomass 
fuels will help reduce green 
house gas emissions and 
economically, it will create 
jobs and reduce operating 
expenses. 

The city ’s plug-in hybrid is the next best thing to a fully electric car. It can travel up to 60 kilometers on 
a single charge, and uses 2.35 litres of gasoline per 100 kilometres, or the equivalent of more than 100 
miles per gallon.

The city will consult the community . . . as it looks at facilities, policies, programs, and 

practices to improve and enhance access for all. 

For more information, bookmark:
www.planningforpeople.ca
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Dawson Creek wins Green City Award . . . again!
For the second year running, the City of Dawson Creek has been recognized as one of BC’s 

most innovative green cities at the Union of BC Municipalities (UBCM) convention held in 
Penticton.

“Being recognized in this way is a great inspiration for the community,” says Mayor Mike 
Bernier. “It tells us we are on the right track, and will make us that much more determined to 
follow our vision for the city.”

Premier Gordon Campbell presented the Green City Award for the City’s demonstration of 
leadership and innovation in sustainability for cities with a population 10,000-25,000. Along 
with the recognition, the award comes with a $50,000 cheque.

“It’s great to have the community recognized for the hard work being done,” says Emanuel 
Machado, Director of Corporate Planning and Sustainable Community Development. “To 
win two years in a row reinforces the fact that we are following through on our plans and 
continue to innovate as we move forward.”

The province also recognized the partnership between the City of Dawson Creek and West 
Moberly First Nation with a grant of $20,000 to develop solar hot-water systems and other 
solar initiatives. 

sustainable Dawson Creek
The city’s sustainable initiatives continue to attract provincial acclaim.

On the leading edge in the use of solar energy, the City of Dawson Creek was chosen for the 
announcement of a $5 million Provincial investment in SolarBC on July 17, 2008. The new program 
encourages the installation of solar hot water heaters in homes, municipal buildings, schools, 
social housing and First Nations communities. On hand for the announcement were Energy, Mines 
and Petroleum Resources Minister Richard Neufeld, Mayor Calvin Kruk, Minister of Community 
Development Blair Lekstrom and Chief Roland Wilson of the West Moberly Lake First Nations.
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Rotary resident Dorothy Low with driver Dustin Wright head off to Ron Pettigrew Christian school for tea 
with the young students. The Step Up ‘N’ Ride Society provides transportation aboard specially equipped 
buses for people with mobility issues and special needs in Dawson Creek and area.

Try a mile in a wheelchair
A community survey measures accessibility, to target challenges to daily living.

If you are young and 
healthy, you leap barriers, 
run up stairs and travel 

through the countryside at will. 
But for many, as we get older 

or our health betrays us, there 
are challenges to conquer in 
our daily lives. 

Early this year, the City 
of Dawson Creek received 
a $20,000 grant from 2010 
Legacies Now to help fund a 
survey to examine accessibility 
in our community. 

The Measuring Up the North 
survey attempted to ride a 
mile in someone’s wheelchair 
to discover what challenges 
are faced by people with 
disabilities, seniors and families 
with small children - many of 
the people you might know. 

Under the direction of a 
local advisory committee, 
the survey asked people 
about their experiences with 
accessing businesses, public 
buildings, transportation, 
communication, signage, 
recreation, parking, sidewalks, 
pathways and trails.

The committee is comprised 
of people in the community 
with interest in accessibility 
issues. 

It includes representatives 
from the City of Dawson 
Creek, the Society for 
Community Living, the Lions 
Club, the North East News, 
Tourism Dawson Creek, the 
Nawican Friendship Centre, 
the Chamber of Commerce, 
a Member of the Ministerial 

Society and a Senior’s advocate. 
Like many communities, 

Dawson Creek has buildings, 
sidewalks and roads that were 
built before accessibility for all 
community members was a 
priority.

A typical downtown building 
has steps, stairs, narrow 
doorways, or double door 
entrances that prevent or 
make wheelchair use difficult.

Few facilities located on 
the second floor of buildings 
have elevators, and very few 
downtown buildings have 
washrooms equipped to allow 
full access for people with 
mobility problems.

One of the biggest problems 
faced by the Step Up ‘N’ Ride 
Society is finding parking 
during a busy day.

“Buildings only have one 
disabled parking spot available 
and these are often filled. We 
end up blocking traffic to get 
people to where they need to 
go,” says Mona McNalley. “That, 
and getting through doorways, 
are constant problems.”

The survey was administered 
through the Kiwanis Enterprise 
Centre and distributed 
through the mail and on-site 
presentations. 

A preliminary report has 
been prepared for the advisory 
committee.

The report and 
recommendations will be 
brought to City Council later 
this year.



10     Dawson Creek, Our Community • Summer 2009

SUSTAINABLE DAWSON CREEK

A weir completed in April 2009 at the headwaters of the Kiskatinaw River at Bear Hole Lake gives the City of Dawson Creek about 250 million gallons of 
on-river storage. This is in addition to about 180 million gallons stored off-river in the Hansen, Hart and Trail reservoirs. The long-range water security plan 
for the city calls for another 500 million gallons in off-river storage.

how much water is enough?
We have increased the capacity of the system. Now, how do we use it?

A new weir at Bear 
Hole Lake is another 
important step in the 

long process of expanding the 
storage capacity for the city’s 
water supply. 

By keeping water levels in 
the lake higher by as much 
as a meter, about 250 million 
gallons of water can be stored 
in the lake for release during 
the months when flow rates in 
the Kiskatinaw River are low. 

This adds to the 180 million 
gallons stored off-river in 

the Hansen, Hart and Trail 
reservoirs. 

The city’s long-range water 
security plan calls for another 
500 million gallons in off-river 
storage.

“The weir is a cost effective 
way of keeping water in the 
system until its needed,” says 
Water Resource Manager, 
Rod Harmon. “Water storage 
ensures supply during dry 
years and low water flows, but 
we are also changing our ideas 
about how effectively water is 

used in the community.”
A new look at how water 

is managed shows that 
conservation is the key to 
future water policies.

 “We need to understand 
that water is a resource 
with a limit,” says Director of 
Operations, Kevin Henderson. 
“Reducing demand is the 
quickest and most economical 
way of ensuring our real needs 
can be met into the future.”

In the past, it was assumed 
that the demand for water 

would always increase without 
considering why.

The traditional solution was 
to increase capacity: store 
more, pump more, clean more, 
and then use more.

The result was a treadmill 
of consumption driving 
increased spending to store, 
pump and clean water with no 
end in sight.

“The main purpose of the 
water conservation bylaw is 
to use less water, and get the 
most benefit from the water 

that is used,” says Henderson. 
Water consumption can 

double during the summer 
months, due mostly to 
watering and vehicle washing.

Watering in the morning or 
evening, only when needed, 
and using automatic shut-off 
devices are simple changes 
that save money and water.

“Water that stays in the 
system is like money in the 
bank,” says Henderson, “and 
should be thought of as our 
children’s inheritance.”
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Top: road construction in the watershed increases the rate that water flows through the 
landscape and out of the watershed. Bottom: watering and vehicle washing can double 
water consumption in the summer. Background: the confluence of the East and West 
Kiskatinaw Rivers near One Island Lake.

Water Conservation
Providing clean water to you and your neighbours is one of the 

City’s biggest expenses.
The City’s new 4-stage bylaw will help conserve water by 

designating watering days and times for residents, and working 
in stages to accommodate hot weather and lack of rain.

Stage 1 Water Conservation Measures  
(In effect May 1 to September 30):

•	 Even-numbered address watering days: Wednesdays and 
Saturdays between 4:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m., and between 
7:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m.

•	 Odd-numbered address watering days: Thursdays and 
Sunday between 4:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m., and between 7:00 
p.m. and 10:00 p.m.

•	 Hoses for washing boats and vehicles must have 
automatic shut-off devices.

For more information on the new bylaw, visit: 
www.dawsoncreek.ca/city hall/bylaws

Effluent Reuse

Reusing treated effluent for industrial use can take the large 
industrial draw off treated water, and still have capacity to allow 
for residential growth beyond current limits. 

Using the treated effluent will provide industry with an almost 
unlimited supply, without the stigma that comes with using 
drinking water, while also discharging less into the Dawson 
Creek. 

The city will also use the treated effluent for dust control, 
sanitary sewer flushing, and hopefully watering of grounds and 
flowerbeds.

“The idea is to slow the water down. Keep it in the natural storage of the muskeg, creeks and lakes. To  actively 
think about how we use our water, how to use it better, and finally, to use less of it.” Water Resource Manager, Rod Harmon

Waste water treatment takes place in a series of lagoons 
and marshes near the municipal airport. The effluent quality 
exceeds operating requirements and is suitable for industrial 
use and for release into the environment.
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When you combine 
a facility like our 
Multiplex with 

a community like Dawson 
Creek, things happen that 
amaze you,” said Barry 
Reynard, Director of Parks 
and Recreation for the City 
of Dawson Creek. He was 
referring to the arrival of the 
Canadian Women’s Olympic 
Hockey Team for a training 
camp in May and June.

Melody Davidson, General 
Manager and Head Coach, 
had been looking for a camp 
location that would launch 
the team on the run up to 

the 2010 Olympic Games in 
Vancouver next February.

“The facility is excellent 
and that kept us looking but 
the accommodation wasn’t 
there,” said Davidson. “If I can’t 
get them in an environment 
where they can grow with 
each other, they can’t grow as 
a team. Barry said to leave it 
with him and when he came 
back with the homes, that was 
the clincher. I couldn’t believe 
it, that people would give up 
their homes.”

Thirteen families, plus 
two spares, turned their 
homes over to the team, and 

many others offered. Blaine 
Nicholson and the staff at 
Remax organized the home 
share. 

Rookie Haley Irwin spoke for 
the rest of the team. “Living 
in a house, it’s absolutely 
amazing that people would 
give up their homes. It’s like 
heaven.” 

Well-known veteran, Hayley 
Wickenheiser echoed her 
feelings. “I’m from a small town 
in Saskatchewan so this feels 
like home to me. The heart of 
hockey is in the small towns. 
It’s inspiring to be here.”

A long list of local 

professionals donated services. 
The team took yoga classes 
with Vera Mowat at South 
Peace Secondary School 
and kickboxing from Jade 
Irwin, a medalist in her own 
discipline. Rob Molyneaux, 
Jon Kovis and the staff at 
Gridiron Fitness Centre hosted 
training sessions at the gym. 
Kenn Borek Aquatic Centre 
instructors, Bev McCallum and 
Cori Jahn, designed exercise 
sessions especially for the 
team. The Curling Rink and 
Kin Arena were used for puck 
shooting practice.

Many health professionals 

offered support. Dr. Ettienne 
Roux was the physician of 
record and Dr. Mark Sevier 
was on standby for dental 
needs. Chiropractors, Drs. 
Chris and Nancy Garwah, and 
physiotherapist, Gareth Lowe, 
volunteered their services. 
Greg Wandling provided 
massage. 

Mr. Mike’s supplied meals 
and Inland Auto Centre, 
Brown’s Chevrolet and 
Timberline Pontiac Buick 
outfitted the team with 
vehicles. 

Reynard couldn’t help 
singing the praises of city staff, 

Olympians camp in local homes
The Multiplex and small town generosity bring the Canadian Women’s Olympic Hockey Team to town.

City staff gathered with the Canadian Women’s Olympic 
Hockey Team in front of the Alaska Highway cairn for 
the official Dawson Creek Training Camp photo. The 

cairn photo was the last in a scavenger hunt organized 
by city staff as a fun way to introduce the team to the 

city. One intrepid group captured Lloyd Garvin, the city 
employee responsible for our notably clean streets.

“
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as well. “Everyone went the 
extra mile to put this together. 
There’s no way to name 
everyone involved. Our team 
gave their team exactly what 
they needed and more, and 
with the incredible support of 
the community, that’s what an 
organization like the Canadian 
Women’s Olympic Hockey 
Team was looking for. ”

 To follow the Canadian 
Women’s Olympic Hockey 
Team schedule in the lead up 
to the 2010 Games, bookmark: 
www.hockeycanada.ca

For more information 
about EnCana Events Centre 
activities, contact  250-782-
7443 or bookmark: www.
dawsoncreekeventscentre.
com.

The Capelle family turned their home over to three hockey players in town for a training camp in 
the lead up to the 2010 Olympics. Tessa Bonhomme, who plays defense, joined Brittany, Lorraine, 
Gabrielle, Mikayla and Marcel Capelle along with goalie, Kim St-Pierre, and forward Hayley 
Wickenheiser. Connor Capelle was playing soccer and missed the photo shoot.

Members of the Canadian Women’s Olympic Hockey Team try out the ice at the EnCana Events Centre during training drills. The team’s three-week training camp included 
many fitness training methods provided by local experts including yoga, kickboxing, weight training, deep-water fitness and mountain biking. 
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Get your Olympic face on
Go to www.gamestown2010.ca/dawson-creek and help Dawson Creek win big.

Despite the 1192 

kilometers from 

Olympic central, 

Dawson Creek is getting into 

the spirit. 

“While a person shouldn’t 

boast, occasionally I cross that 

line because we have so much 

to be proud of,” said Mayor 

Mike Bernier. “ It’s my pleasure 

to tell people across the 

province, and even nationally, 

what our community is doing. 

GamesTown 2010 is a chance 

for all of us to tell the world 

how great it is here.” 

GamesTown 2010 is a 

provincial initiative to tell 

the world how individuals 

and organizations in towns 

throughout the province 

are supporting sport, 

healthy living, sustainable 

development and the Olympic 

Games spirit.

In January 2010, GamesTown 

2010 will select three B.C. 

communities to win Gold, 

Silver and Bronze medals 

with cash awards of $100,000, 

$50,000 and $25,000 to put 

towards sport or healthy living 

facility improvements in their 

community.

“GamesTown 2010 is a fun 

way to boost our city and 

put us on the Olympic map,” 

said Bernier. “We’d love to see 

everyone, young and old, go 

on-line to tell our Dawson 

Creek stories.”

What do we have to boast 

about? 

How about being chosen 

to host the Olympic Women’s 

Hockey Team for a two week 

training camp in their lead up 

to the Games? Hockey Canada 

chose Dawson Creek for the 

outstanding recreational 

facilities at the Multiplex and 

the exceptional hospitality that 

saw the Olympians housed in 

private homes.

Or how about City Hall’s 

efforts to make Dawson 

Creek the poster city for 

sustainability? Or the new 

Seniors Wellness Park? The 

success of our Success by Six 

program? Plans for the new 

community centre in the old 

post office? 

In the Olympic spirit, Mayor 

Bernier issued a challenge 

to all. “We have so much 

to boast about! We could 

easily take GamesTown 2010 

Gold because everyone has 

something worth telling 

about ‘their’ Dawson Creek. 

I encourage everyone to tell 

their story, and take a healthy 

living pledge.”

To post your story, go to 

GamesTown 2010 at: http://

www.gamestown2010.ca/

dawson-creek.

Royal Bank of Canada (RBC) Branch Manager Jeff Fowler hoisted the Olympic torch that speed 
skater Steven Elm brought to town in June. RBC sponsors many Olympic activities. Elm, a three time 
Olympian, former world record holder and a silver medalist in the 2006 Torino games, brought the 
torch, his medals and the Olympic spirit to local school kids. “Steve had a great influence on the kids 
and really got them excited about the Games. By the time he left, everyone wanted to get involved,” 
said Fowler.
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south Peace Multiplex: on target, ahead of hopes

Imagine a city of 13,500. 
That’s two thousand more 
than live in Dawson Creek, but 
that’s how many people used 
the Kenn Borek Aquatic Centre 
just in the month of March 
this year.

“We thought there’d be a 
honeymoon period and then 
usage would level off,” says 
Facilities Manager, Chanté 
Patterson-Elden. “But people 
are coming from all over the 
region and attendance is 
growing. They come to the 
pool for a few hours, stop for 
a meal or some shopping. 
We’ve become a destination 

community in the region 
because of the Multiplex.

“It’s turned out to be so 
much more than just a pool. 
It’s become a place for fitness, 
of course, but also socializing, 
family leisure, parties – lots 
of birthday parties – injury 
and surgery rehab. Everyone 
is using it – seniors, mums 
and tots, families, athletes, 
teens, college students, it’s like 
these communities within the 
community. It’s a very social 
place.”

Staff training is a priority. The 
Centre is the only facility in 
the region that requires staff 

to re-certify every six months. 
Local health professionals 
recommend the wide range 
of weekday and evening 
programs, as well as the 
hot tub, sauna and steam 
room, for fitness and injury 
rehabilitation. Lessons for all 
ages and qualifications are 
offered, from learn-to-swim 
for youngsters and oldsters, 
to diving and lifeguard 
certification.

This year’s priorities include 
sound baffles, water softeners 
and more programs for moms 
and tots, and triathletes.

Kenn Borek Aquatic Centre

Ryan MacIvor is a happy 
guy. Looking back over the 
first year of operations, the 
new General Manager of 
the EnCana Events Centre 
couldn’t help being pleased. 

“We have a special bunch of 
people here who’ve worked 
really hard to get this far this 
fast. The team we’ve built 
– the centre staff – plus the 
city staff and the support of 
Global Spectrum are what’s 
made it possible to do what 

we’re doing. It was a great 
honour to be selected to 
become General Manager.”

MacIvor vaulted into the 
GM’s chair after just one 
year as Assistant GM. And 
what the team has done is 
sell out events in the first 
year, figure out the complex 
operations system, and fill 
the months to come with a 
variety of entertainment that 
will continue to draw crowds 
from all over the region. 

“Having the Women’s 
Olympic Hockey here says 
it all. Put that alongside acts 
like Brooks and Dunn and the 
Free Style Motocross event 
that both sold out and you 
know this facility is second to 
none.”

MacIvor won’t say who or 
what, but you can tell he’s 
excited about upcoming 
shows and events.

Stay tuned!

EnCana Events Centre 

To find out more, visit: www.dawsoncreekeventscentre.com

Western, English, dressage or 
pleasure riding and everything 
in between, if it has to do with 
horses, you’ll find it going on 
at the Lakota Agri-Centre.

Since taking over the facility 
in November 2007, the non-
profit Dawson Creek and 
District Stables and Arena 
Association has kept the arena 
busy and made significant 
improvements with volunteer 
work and one paid staffer, barn 
manager, Helga Morrison.

Morrison, who trained 
in the exacting German 
apprenticeship system, is 
used to running big facilities. 
“We have lessons and 
practice sessions scheduled 

from 6 in the morning to 
sometimes 11 at night. There 
are competitions of all kinds, 
Western and English, going on 
all the time. And some of the 
best coaches in North America 
run clinics here. This place is 
hopping!” 

The Lakota Agri-Centre has 
one hundred and ten stalls 
with a waiting list that rarely 
dips below thirty-five, a wash 
rack and a 100’ x 240’ indoor 
arena with bleachers and 
concession. This summer, the 
association plans to put a roof 
over the shavings pile, seal the 
concrete floors and build an 
outside riding ring.

Lakota Agri-Centre

For more information call 250-719-0445.

“We have a special bunch of people here

who’ve worked really hard to get this far, this fast.”
Ryan MacIvor, GM EnCana Events Centre

More information is available at 250-782-7946 or on the city’s website:
www.dawsoncreek.ca/city hall/departments/parksandrec/swimming
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Anyone that has tended 
a garden, farm or 
woodlot can recognize 

the work involved, and the 
reward.  

Still, it’s hard to comprehend 
caring for the gardens 
and parks of an entire city, 
especially one that takes pride 
in its appearance after months 
of winter.

City horticulturist David 
Siemens, B. Ap.Sc, moved to 
Dawson Creek and his new 
job after two years of school 
in Kamloops at Thompson 
River University and two years 
at Olds College in Alberta, 
graduating with a bachelor of 
applied science majoring in 
landscape management.

And how does it feel to be 
a part of our community? 
“Dawson Creek is awesome,” 
says Siemens. “To be honest, a 
lot of people are very patriotic 
toward the town.” 

This pride is exemplified in 
the extensive gardens, planted 
boulevards and parks that 

brighten our spring, summer 
and fall months.

Certified by the International 
Society of Arborculture and 
qualified in Integrated Pest 
Management, David has 
responsibility for one of the 
city’s best assets—the trees 
in its parks, public spaces and 
urban forests. 

This year’s hazardous tree 
inspection reinforced concerns 
about the health and status of 
many of the city’s trees.

“The trees are declining quite 
badly,” says Seimens. “Years of 
drought are catching up. That, 
and the fact that many trees 
were planted and are maturing 
at the same time means we 
will have to start removing and 
replacing some.”

The City is looking to take 
advantage of federal and 
provincial programs to fund 
tree planting. This year the 
Trees for Tomorrow program 
with allow for the planting of 
77 trees and 36 native shrubs 
between 8th and 15th street.

A green thumb for a green city
City horticultralist David Siemens takes pride in Dawson Creek.

City horticulturist David Siemens, B. Ap.Sc., (centre), and summer crew (left) Trent Tower, and (right) Ryan 
Rolick, get spruce, aspen and paper birch trees into the ground beside the Dawson Trail. Funding through 
the Trees for Tomorrow program will allow for 77 trees to be planted in 2009. The Parks department, in 
partnership with The Dawson Creek Watershed Society, is also restoring a section of creek bank at the 
Dawson Mall.

An aging population of tree species planted at the same time, pine 
trees affected by Pine Beetle and a series of dry years are impacting 
the health of Dawson Creeks trees and green spaces.
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Every spring, the 
City of Dawson 
Creek organizes the 

Community Clean Up, to 
scour away the debris left by 
winter winds and melting 
snow. Groups and individuals, 
young and old - Dawson Creek 
is a community that works 
together to get the job done.

Along the streets, and 
into the ditches, down by 
the creek, and up against 
buildings, plastic bags and 
take out containers, household 
garbage and building scraps 
slowly emerge as the snow 
melts. And what they amount 
to is an unsightly mess. 

Then, under the 
organizational skills of leaders 
such as Lindsey Lekstrom with 
the City of Dawson Creek, 
the troops are gathered, and 
- armed with bags (clear for 
recyclables, black for garbage), 
visi-vests, t-shirts donated 
by Tim Horton’s, and juice 
and water donated by local 
businesses – they set out to 
retake the city from the grips 
of garbage.

This year’s Community 
Clean Up was another huge 
success. Approximately 1000 
people responded to the call 
for volunteers, and the Rotary 
Club of Dawson Creek cooked 
over a thousand hamburgers 
to feed the hungry workers.

Each year, the city offers 
a $200 honorarium to non-
profit organizations who 
come out to help clean the 

city. Groups in attendance 
this year included Girl Guides, 
Young Life, Quebec Voyage 
2010, Canalta Elementary, 
Ron Pettigrew Christian 
School, Notre Dame School, 
Cancer Society, Society for 
Community Living, and Special 
Olympics, “just to name a few,” 
says Lekstrom.

“All in all we had 62 groups 
participate. The two groups 
that were designated to help 
with our first annual swap and 
shop, which was where people 
could drop off old items 
they no longer use and pick 
things up that others dropped 
off at no charge, were Rolla 
Traditional School and YO360, 
who both did an amazing job 
at helping make it a success.”

Another year, another 
successful clean up for 
Dawson Creek. Once again 
Lekstrom was impressed 
with the “cohesiveness of 
this community, in coming 
together to clean up our 
community. They all did an 
amazing job, and without 
the community groups and 
volunteers this event would 
not be possible, so a huge 
THANK YOU goes out to 
everyone in helping make this 
campaign a success.”

Lekstrom includes the local 
businesses and organizations 
such as Safeway, Wrights Cold 
Storage, Tim Horton’s, Coca 
Cola, and the Dawson Creek 
Rotary Club in her huge thank 
you. Their involvement in the 

city’s community efforts is a 
key to success.

“ I think it takes a whole 
community to pitch in and 
clean up,” says Lekstrom. 
“And once again we have 
accomplished this. Thank you.”

Everybody does their share

“Clean up, clean up, everybody do your share.
Clean up, clean up, everybody, everywhere.”

The Clean Up Song

Katelyn Neis, accompanied by Patrick Neis and Chelsea Bushmen, helped out during the Community 
Clean Up. They worked along side the Dawson Creek Literacy Society to clean up the area around the 
Dawson Mall.

1000 citizens unite to free the city from the grips of garbage.
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Driver house update
Donated property and federal funding make low income housing a dream come true.

Construction has begun 
on The Driver House, 
the long awaited 

affordable housing project 
from Dawson Creek Native 
Housing (DCNH). Named for 
Margaret and Claude Driver, 
whose family donated the 
land, the project will add 25 
units to the city’s very limited 
supply of affordable living 
space.

 “There was such a need,” 
said Dawson Creek Native 
Housing Project Coordinator, 
Sheila Hanshaw, “the only 
thing we could  do was start, 
even though the size of the 
project was intimidating. 
We asked Douglas Cardinal 
Architects if they would be 
interested because Cardinal is 
aboriginal and his firm takes 
an environmental approach 
to the design. It was exciting 
when they said they would 
do it.” 

The eight million dollar 

project is funded by the 

federal government and will 

be completed in September 

2010. The city donated 

adjoining properties along 

the creek for green space. 

The building will have 18 one 

bedroom, 3 two bedroom and 

4 three bedroom apartments. 

The final design has been 

modified to save money on 

glazing and brickwork.
 “A sustainable community 

includes housing that elders 
can afford and lets them live 
independently for as long as 

they want to. And we really 
need options for families with 
low incomes, as well” said 
Hanshaw.

Margaret and Claude Driver 
were early Dawson Creek 
settlers who owned the 
piece of land on 17th Street. 
Margaret’s heritage was Beaver, 
Cree and Métis. Her daughter, 
Lola Wall, donated the land for 
the project. 

In a neat twist, Margaret 
Driver’s great-granddaughter, 
Jocelyn Wall, now works for 
the DCNH.  “Because of the 
work I do, I know how difficult 
it is to find housing, especially 
for elders with such small 
pensions. It’s greatly rewarding 
to have my grandmother 
donate this property. It makes 
it that much more significant 
to me.”

Sheila Hanshaw, Project Coordinator, and Jocelyn Wall, Administrative Assistant at the Dawson Creek Native Housing Society, review 
plans for The Driver House, an affordable housing project for elders and families that broke ground in May.

 “We’ve never done anything on this scale

before, but we had to try, and now it’s 

actually happening!”

Sheila Hanshaw, DC Native Housing
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Community takes action on shelter needs
Our community comes together to shelter those in need during the coldest months.

With hard work and 

cooperation, a 

warming shelter 

was opened during the 

coldest months last winter. The 

shelter provided temporary, 

overnight warmth and 

security for adult men and 

women and was set up by 

the Dawson Creek Housing 

Response Network (DCHRN), a 

consortium of local agencies, 

organizations and businesses. 

“There are people in town 

who have no home. Many 

sleep out if they can but when 

it gets cold, there’s no way,” 

said Sheila Hanshaw, Project 

Coordinator of the Dawson 

Creek Native Housing Society, 

one of the Network members. 

“Some are long-term residents 

who’ve been pushed out 

by rising rents. Some have 

addictions, and there can be 

other factors, too. Without 

the support of the Lake View 

Credit Union, the shelter 

wouldn’t have been possible 

at all.”

Councilors Marilyn Belak 

and Cheryl Shuman oversaw 

the city’s participation. “The 

warming shelter was only 

possible because a wide 

sector of the community came 

together to better understand 

the need and to work on 

solving it,” said Belak. “The 

St. Mark’s Anglican Church 

community’s donation of their 

hall was absolutely key to 

proceeding. There just weren’t 

any other sites that would 

work.”

While the weather has 

improved, the Network is 

carrying on. It is looking for a 

commitment from BC Housing 

Shelter Programs to put 

money in place now so the 

shelter can begin operating 

in October. The Network has 

also submitted a proposal 

first developed in 2006, for 

a permanent emergency 

shelter and transition house 

for people returning from 

treatment. 

Councilor Belak went on to 

explain the city’s participation. 

“Our Vision states we will 

build our community around 

people and that includes a 

social plan. Dawson Creek, like 

all others cities, is having to 

step into non-traditional roles 

as less federal and provincial 

money is targeted specifically 

for housing. By lending our 

staff’s expertise for safety, 

management, accounting, 

building inspection and so 

on, we were able to speed 

things up and help the group 

establish record keeping and 

stats tracking methods. That 

will help us with requests for 

more funds.”

The shelter was used two 

hundred and twenty-five times 

by men and fourteen times 

by women between January 5 

and April 15. 

The staff at Dawson Creek Native Housing Society enjoyed a sunny moment together on the society’s front porch, welcoming the 
warmth after the long cold winter. From left to right: Charlotte Robertson, Jocelyn Wall, Sheila Hanshaw, Theresa Pocock and Tammy 
Cook.

Dawson Creek Housing 
Response Network members
Aboriginal Family Resources
City of Dawson Creek
Dawson Creek Mental Health and 
Addictions
Dawson Creek Native Housing Society
Grace Lutheran Church
Nawican Friendship Centre
North East Métis Association
Northern Health
Salvation Army
South Peace Community Resources
South Peace United Church
St. Mark’s Anglican Church
Success by Six
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A community center in the center of the community
“Hearts starve as well as bodies; give us bread, but give us roses!” - James Oppenheim, Bread and Roses, 1911

With money coming 
to the City of 
Dawson Creek 

from the provincial and federal 
governments, a downtown 
Community Centre for Dawson 
Creek is about to become a 
reality. The historic post office 
building is the designated site 

of the new centre, and plans 
are afoot to transform the 
interior to hold a wide variety 
of community organizations.

Fitting beautifully into 
the bigger picture of the 
sustainable community 
the City of Dawson Creek 
envisions, the project also 

serves as a step in the 
city’s plan for downtown 
revitalization.

“Creating a community 
center in the old post office 
will not only preserve an 
historic building in the 
downtown core,” says Mayor 
Mike Bernier, “but will serve 

as an additional attraction 
to complement the Alaska 
Highway House and the NAR 
Park. The accessibility of the 
site makes it a very desirable 
location.”

Having the appropriate 
spaces to hold all the 
classes and events that the 

community desires has been 
a problem in the past, but 
the reconditioning of the old 
post office will help change all 
that. With 42,000 square feet, 
there will be space to spread 
our community’s creative 
wings, nurture local artists and 
performers, and bring many 

From left to right: Councillor Marilyn Belak, Blair Lekstrom, Minister of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources, Councillor Terry McFadyen, Councillor Sue Kenny, Mayor Mike Bernier, 
Councillor Cheryl Shuman, MP Jay Hill, pose in front of the old post office building following a press conference announcing that $6.4 million will be given for the development of a 
community centre in Dawson Creek. In addition, EnCana Corporation announced its contribution of $250,000, and Huron Energy Corporation added $10,000 to the project.
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area guilds and community 
organizations under one roof. 
It will also offer a variety of 
spaces for public and private 
events.

The money from the 
government is not the only 
funding in support of the 
new community centre. 
Corporate donations and 
trust fund monies are also 
slated to help with the 
impending renovations. 
EnCana, a longtime supporter 
of community endeavors in 
Dawson Creek, has donated 
$250,000 to the cause.

“EnCana strives to address 
the needs and priorities of 
the communities where we 
operate,” said Mike Forgo, 
EnCana’s Vice President 
of Business Services and 
Stakeholder Relations, in a 
recent press release. “We know 
this project will strengthen 

and support the Dawson Creek 
community.”

When we really look into the 
idea of ‘sustainability’ we see 
that it is not only concerned 
with recycling, reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions, 
and using renewable energy, 
though these are spokes in 
the wheel around which it 
revolves. 

People - the ultimate 
renewable resource - are 
another important spoke in 
the wheel. How do we sustain 
people? By supplying what 
people need, but also by 
making available the things 
that inspire and uplift, places 
to meet, share, and express 
their community spirit.

At present, the Kiwanis 
Performing Arts Centre (KPAC), 
one of the many organizations 
that will occupy space in 
the new Community Centre, 

welcomes 561 children and 
youth and 101 adults to its 
weekly classes. Classes offered 
at KPAC include a wide variety 
of dance and music, yoga, 
and karate. It also houses the 
Kiwanis Child Care Centre, 
which is close to capacity (58 
children enrolled), and is the 
only group daycare in the city 
that is open 12 months of the 
year.

According to statistics from 
KPAC manager Terri Hanen, 
34 organizations and clubs 
use the facility for everything 
from guild work to luncheons 
and annual general meetings, 
bringing an estimated 2,000 
people (30% are seniors) to 
KPAC yearly.

The facility is also used for 
functions such as wedding 
receptions, parties, film 
festivals, workshops, etc; not 
to mention the many studio 

rentals, and the special events 
that, last year, brought over 
4000 people through KPAC’s 
doors.

As of September 2009, KPAC 
will employ 26 instructors, one 
full time manager, one full 
time administrative assistant, 
two part time evening 
students, one full time dance 
instructor and dance program 
coordinator, and five full time 
day care workers. 

But KPAC is only one 
organization that is looking 
forward to a new home in the 

Community Center. 
From dancers to potters, 

quilters to actors, the 
Community Centre will serve 
as a place to meet, learn, 
and express Dawson Creek’s 
community spirit. Certainly, 
people need the practical 
necessities of food and shelter; 
but many have a deep desire 
to express themselves, and to 
have a place in the community 
where they can learn, share, 
and grow.

Yes, we need bread; but we 
need roses too.

Left: Cole Casey performs at the Kiwanis Performing Arts Centre (KPAC) in the 2008 production of Dracula, directed by Jeremy Beaulne. The Northern Lights Players are just one of 
many theatrical companies that will make use of the new community centre. Right: Bernice van Dyken, (shown reflected in mirror), and her daughter, Tatijana (forefront in photo), 
came to Dawson Creek from South Africa. Bernice has taken over the ballet school at KPAC, and is looking forward to the new facilities planned at the downtown community 
center. Eighty-four children and youth are currently enrolled in the ballet program at KPAC.
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Dorthea Irene Horton 
was born in Ashland, 
Wisconsin, in 

1903 but was raised by her 
grandparents in Saskatchewan. 
She grew up on a farm not far 
removed from pioneer days 
and ways - Saskatchewan did 
not become a province until 
1905.

Educated in Swift Current, 
Dorthea attended the 
Saskatchewan Normal School 
after high school and taught 
at the Swift Current Collegiate 
Institute from 1924 to 1934. 
That year, she married Howard 
Calverley in High Prairie, 
Alberta and the young couple 
moved to Sexsmith, near 
Grande Prairie. They ran a 
boarding house and grocery 
store there before moving to 
Dawson Creek in 1936.

Planning to try their hands at 

homesteading - they both had 
farm backgrounds - they soon 
discovered their other skills 
were in demand. They settled 
on an acreage near town 
where they tried to be as self-
sufficient as possible. “I got a 
pretty good idea how country 
people coped with life,” she 
said in an interview later when 
asked how successful the farm 
venture was.

Dorthea Calverley did not 
consider herself a Dawson 
Creek old-timer. That honour 
was reserved, in her mind, 
for those who had lived in 
the area before the Northern 
Alberta Railway arrived in 
1931. In a 1979 interview, Mrs. 
Calverley commented that 
several people had asked 
her, “Why are you writing the 
history of the Peace? You’re 
not an old-timer.’ And of course 

my answer is, ‘Are you writing 
it?’ And they say, ‘No.’ Then I 
say, ‘Do you mind if I do?’ The 
conversation usually ended 
about there.”

Mrs. Calverley became well 
known for her devotion to 
gathering the raw materials for 
a history of the Peace. She read 
widely, interviewed old-timers, 
gathered newspaper clippings, 
visited museums and archives 
and kept up a correspondence 
with university and 
government officials in search 
of answers to questions 
about the Peace. All of this 
material eventually formed The 
Calverley Collection, which is 
now held in trust by the City 
of Dawson Creek for all the 
people of the region.

At the same time as she 
pursued her interest in 
local history, Mrs Calverley 
found time to collect and 
photograph wildflowers 
from the region. Many of her 
slides appear in the book, 
Wild Flowers of Alberta, and 
she contributed many plant 
specimens to the Royal BC 
Museum. She was a founding 
member of the South Peace 
Historical Society and an active 
member of the Chamber 
of Commerce and of the 
Horticultural Society as well as 
a number of other groups in 
the community she loved.

The City of Dawson Creek 
named her a “Freeman of the 
City” in 1981 and the “Citizen 
of the Year” award in 1982. For 
her outstanding contributions 

to the city over the years, 
the Chamber of Commerce 
named her an Honorary Life 
Member in 1986.

Dorthea Calverley passed 
away in September 1989 after 
a lengthy illness. She was 
predeceased by her husband, 
Howard, in 1976. Their only 
son, Dr. Roderick Calverley, 
was killed in an automobile 
accident near San Diego, 
California, in 1995. Two adult 
grandchildren, Grant and 
Christine, and their mother 
Janeen live in the United 
States.

Mrs. Calverley left a lasting 
legacy in the extensive 
Calverley Collection. In its 
entirety, the collection consists 
of more than 250 books, 30 
large binders of documents, 
and ten archival boxes -- all 
full of materials related to the 
natural and human history of 
the Peace River area. Among 
the documents are indexed 
transcripts of interviews with 
more than 100 old-timers, 
dictionaries of the Cree 
and Beaver languages and 
databases relating to the 
homestead era in the district.

Mrs. Calverley’s own writings 
occur nowhere else and 
materials donated by local 
groups are irreplaceable. 
More than 600 articles 
selected from those binders 
are now available on the 
Internet through a provincial 
government grant under 
the Communities Connect 
program at www.calverley.ca.

The Archivist was a lady
“I may not be an old timer, but I’ll write the history of the Peace - If you don’t mind.”

Dorthea Calverley at her home, August, 1986.

Archivist - noun. A person who 
maintains a collection, especially 
of public or corporate documents 
and records.

The preceding article was 

written by teacher, author, 

archivist and friend, Gerald 

A. Clare. Gerry was a long 

time resident of Dawson 

Creek who dedicated his 

retirement to organizing the 

Dawson Creek Archive and 

to digitizing The Calverley 

Collection, an historical 

treasure that has attracted 

attention from all corners 

of the world. In 2008, the 

year of Dawson Creek’s 50th 

anniversary, Gerry authored 

the book, Dawson Creek: An 

Illustrated History. Gerry died 

April 16, 2009. His dedication 

and dry wit will be missed.
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small biz kids at Kiwanis Enterprise Centre
Entrepreneurial program proves popular with Central Middle School students.

small business is big 
news. The Kiwanis 
Enterprise Centre and 

School District 59 teamed up 
to spread the word to a group 
of Métis youth this winter. 
The business training was 
one component of a program 
that included a stint with local 
radio station, Peace FM.

Shannon Mineault, Louie 
Bruun, Sam Cole, Kristin 
Mineault, Macee Wetherill, 
Cheyenne Ranero, Rachel 
Letrendre and Cherise 
L’Hirondelle,  young Métis 
students at Central Middle 
School, volunteered for 
the program that included 
“A Business of Our Own”. 
The six-week program 
was developed by Junior 
Achievement Canada and is 
provided without charge to 
schools to introduce youth to 
the small business option. 

Kathy Shoemaker taught 
the entrepreneurial program. 
“I was proud of them. Such a 
small group did an amazing 
job to come up with product 
ideas, make them, market 
them and sell them profitably. 
You couldn’t have a better 
outcome than that.

“I love that the kids got to 
come here to the Kiwanis 
Enterprise Centre to learn 
about business because 
there’s the professional 
atmosphere and it’s a teaching 
environment as well. It’s good 
for the kids to experience 

working in a professional 
atmosphere.”

While the girls loved the 
business of making and selling 
cosmetics and bath products, 
the guys took to broadcasting 
with enthusiasm. Nick Strasky, 
of Peace FM, brought the 
team into the studio to teach 
basic broadcast preparation, 
and the students produced 
mock broadcasts complete 
with music and announcer 
commentary that they 
scripted and recorded for their 
portfolios.

“It was fun teaching them,” 
said Strasky. “I think they got 
something worthwhile out of 
the program, and I think the 
guys could make it a career 
focus after they finish school, if 
they decided to go that route.”  

And what did the students 
have to say about it all?

Shannon Mineault thought 
it was a lot of fun. “At first I 
thought the best part would 
be getting out of my regular 
classes,” she said with a laugh. 
“But I learned a lot about 
business that I didn’t know and 

I liked making the stuff; the fizz 
bombs for the bath, lip balm 
and soap. I’d make them again 
for friends.  We sold most of 
what we made.”

For Louie Bruun and 
Sam Cole the best part 
was definitely the radio 
broadcasting opportunity. 

“I took the course because 
of the broadcasting,” said 
Louie. “We made a couple of 
CD’s with music and put stuff 
on there about the music, us 
talking about it. They were like 
music programs. It was good. 

I’d tell other kids to do it for 
sure.”

Project coordinators, Katie 
Smith and Charlie Parslow 
were enthusiastic about 
the program. “It’s always 
worthwhile to expose kids to 
something new,” said Parslow. 
“For them to learn about 
career options they weren’t 
aware of will serve them well. 
Business training connects the 
ideas of creativity, personal 
pride and self-sufficiency. It’s a 
powerful model.”

Central Middle School students, (left to right) Cherise L’Hirondelle, Shannon Mineault , Rachel Letendre, Sam Cole and Louie Bruun took part 
in  a unique program to introduce youth to career options such as entrepreneurial business and radio broadcasting. Missing from the photo 
are Kristin Mineault, Macee Wetherill and Cheyenne Ranero.



For more information contact Elaine Peterson:
(250) 784-3655 • epeterson@dawsoncreek.ca

September 23-25 •  Dawson Creek, BC
w w w. d aws o n c r e e k . c a / e n e r g y

 

2009 NORThEAsT BC

CONFERENCE
ENERGY

The energy industry and the oil and gas sector 
provide jobs and a secure future for Dawson 
Creek and northeastern BC. By working 

together to ensure environmentally responsible 
development of our resources, this sector will provide 
the means for economic growth and development 
for British Columbia and its communities. In 2008, the 
oil and gas industry made tremendous contributions 
to the province - together we will move forward and 
drive the industry to the next level.”

Blair Lekstrom, Minister of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources

In 2003 and 2006, Dawson Creek hosted the Oil and 
Gas Conference for northeastern BC.

This year, we are hosting the Energy Conference.
The change in name emphasizes that the world is 
changing. It also reflects our commitment as a city 
to lead the way toward sustainabe use of all energy 
sources.

We welcome to our city, all delegates from the 
communities and businesses that are benefitting 
from longterm investments in the energy sector.”

Dawson Creek Mayor, Mike Bernier

“ “


