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We want to hear from you!

Calvin Kruk Centre for the Arts moves forward
The decision to borrow is subject to the Alternative  Approval Process.

KPAC AND ITS IMPACT IN THE COMMUNITY
Used weekly by 600 children, 300 adults (35% seniors) through programs and facility rentals.  

Home to the only full-time group day-care in the city with 65 spaces daily.

PROGRAMS INCLUDE:

DANCE –  Hip Hop
Ballet 
Jazz 
Tap 
Lyrical 
Baton 
Belly Dancing 
Ballroom Dance 

MUSIC –  Guitar and Piano

COMMUNITY USES INCLUDE:

Performing Arts Festival – 1,000 take part
DC Karate
DC Potters Guild – including public classes
Mile 0 Quilters Guild
Kiwanis Band
Community Events/Performances 
Community Theatre
24 community groups – use affordable 
classroom rentals

With bids for construction of the 
Calvin Kruk Centre for the Arts 

(CKCA) coming in well over budget, 
City Council cancelled the tender and 
turned to the community for direction: 
should the City scrap the project and lose 
the $7 million in grants and donations 
already received, or should it borrow up 
to $4 million to complete the project?

The public meeting held at KPAC on 
October 19th, focused on what it would 
cost to build the CKCA and its value to 
the community. 

“The people at the public meeting 
spoke passionately in favour of the Arts 
Centre, and the comment forms returned 
showed 85 per cent support” said Mayor 
Mike Bernier. “We needed this to be a 
community decision and we believe this 
process follows Council’s commitment 
to seek public input.”

The next step taken by Council was 
the unanimous decision to begin an 

alternative approval process to avoid 
further delaying the project and save the 
$40,000 cost of holding a referendum.

Starting November 19th, forms are 
available at City Hall for those who think 
a referendum on borrowing is needed. 
If 719 or more forms are submitted by 
eligible voters by December 29th, then 
the City will move to a full referendum 
on whether or not to borrow up to $4 
million. 

If less than 719 forms are received, 
then a referendum will not be required 
and the project will be re-tendered. 

The tender will be advertised nation 
wide with no pre-qualification of bidders 
in an effort to encourage multiple bidders 
and lower prices. 

The project will be tendered on a 
“fixed cost” basis, which means one 
guaranteed price for the entire project. 
This format minimizes the risk of cost 
over runs on a project of this size.

“People at the public 
meeting gave us the 
feedback necessary to 
move towards completing 
the Arts Centre.”

Mayor Mike Bernier.
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New City water rates set for January 2011
New rates based on fairness, conservation and cost recovery with investment.

A Water Cost Study presented to  
Council in 2008 was the starting point 
for this Council’s review of the water 
rates for the City.

Council concluded that water must 
be sold for what it costs to produce, with 
no user subsidizing another user. This 
resulted in three objectives for setting 
new rates:
•	 fairness – each user will pay for 

water used and the infrastructure that 
supports the delivery of water to them 
(meter size). 

•	 conservation – with no minimum 
charge, using less will save the user 

money. Also, the City has a goal of 
reducing consumption by 20 per cent. 
This will reduce the need for new 
infrastructure and helps meet provincial 
water conservation requirements.

•	 cost	recovery	with	investment	– rates 
will cover operating costs. Any revenue 
generated will go to the Water Utility 
Fund for investment in infrastructure.
In February of 2010 rates for bulk 

water increased and a surcharge was added 
to water used for industrial purposes.

The new rates for residential and 
commercial users will start on January 1, 
2011.

CURRENT RATE – Usage
The current rate for water use was set in 1998, increased in 2005, 
and no longer recovers the costs of production, distribution and 
investment in infrastructure. 

NEW RATE – Usage
The new rate is based on current costs of production, distribution 
and investment in infrastructure.  This is a 35 per cent increase 
based on the average City residence with a 5/8” meter that uses 33 
M3 bi-monthly.

OLD RATES NEW RATES – JANUARY 1, 2011

CURRENT RATE – Frontage
Tax rate based on the length of your lot front. This method is unfair to:

• users who have property but are not hooked up to the system;
• users who may have smaller meters but pay more than a user with 

a larger meter with less frontage;
• and some users outside City boundaries who do not pay frontage 

but use the water system.

NEW RATE – Fixed (replaces frontage)
The new rate is based on meter size. This rate is linked to the size 
of the meter and the cost of installing and maintaining the system 
that each customer uses. This rate funds the design and capacity of 
the water system.

CURRENT RATE – Minimum Charge
The minimum charge resulted in people paying for water they didn’t 
use and prevented people from saving money by conserving water. 

NEW RATE – No Minimum Charge
People don’t pay for water they don’t use and can save money by 
using less.

City Council had three 
goals in mind when 
setting new water rates: 

• each customer will pay a fair 
rate for water

• the rates will promote 
conservation of water

• rates will allow for long-term 
planning of the City’s water 
system

To find out how the rates will affect you, phone 250-784-3610.


