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The Dawson Creek Community Profile & 
Investment Guide and In the News are 
produced by: 

Dawson Creek Catholic Social Services 
1209-105 Avenue 
Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 2L8 
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C. Anderson, New Harvest Media 
D. Pettit, Peace Photographics 
E. Mayoh 

 

Cover Design: 
RG Strategies 

 

The Dawson Creek Community Profile & 
Investment Guide and In the News are filled 
with information and statistical data.  Although 
every effort was made in good faith to ensure 
the accuracy of information contained herein, 
Dawson Creek Catholic Social Services accepts 
no warranty nor accepts liability from any 
incorrect, incomplete or misleading information 
or its improper use.  For more information, 
please contact The City of Dawson Creek at 
250-784-3600. 

 
Dawson Creek Catholic Social Services 

January 2008 

www.dawsoncreek.ca 
For more information about the City of Dawson Creek, its 

inhabitants, lifestyle and businesses, please contact: 
 

Mayor Calvin Kruk 
City of Dawson Creek 

P.O. Box 150, 
Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G4 

Phone:  250-784-3616 
Fax:  250-782-3203 

Email:  admin@dawsoncreek.ca 
http://www.dawsoncreek.ca/  

Photo by E. Mayoh 
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Northeastern BC Unemployment Rates   
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

2003 8.9 8.2 7.1 7.2 6.7 7.2 7.2 7.7 7.9 6.8 6.0 4.3 
2004 4.4 4.2 4.6 5.0 6.3 8.3 9.0 8.0 6.3 4.7 —* —* 
2005 4.9 4.5 5.0 4.1 5.4 5.2 4.9 4.2 4.4 4.4 —* —* 
2006 —* —* —* —* —* 4.4 —* —* 4.2 5.2 4.9 —* 
2007 —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* 

In February 2008, the unemployment rate in BC is 4.1% and 3.5% in Alberta. 
* The unemployment rate for Northeastern BC has been suppressed due to high sample variance. 

2008 —* —*           

Services available are focused on Career Decision Making, Job Search,  Skills Enhancement, and Job 
Maintenance activities. 

JOB SEARCH & SUPPORT SERVICES 

 1105-103 Avenue 
Dawson Creek, BC 

250-782-8744 
Fax 250-782-8018 

http://www.jobsearchonline.bc.ca/ 

NORTHEAST NATIVE ADVANCING SOCIETY 

#101, 1508-102 Avenue 
Dawson Creek, BC 

250-719-0705 
Fax 250-719-0735 

http://www.nenas.org/ 

EM P L OY M E N T SE RV I C E S  

Employment 

British Columbia’s unemployment rate inched down to 4.1% in January; a decline of 0.1 percentage 
points from the previous month. This change in the jobless rate came about as growth in employment 
(+0.5%), in particular full-time positions (+0.9%), outpaced the increase in the number of people either 
working or looking for work (+0.4%) last month.  

British Columbia’s unemployment rate remains among the lowest in the country as jobless rates in the 
western provinces continue to be well below the national average (5.8%).  Data Source: Statistics Canada 

Northeast (2.4%, 3-month moving-average; unadjusted) continued to experience the lowest 
unemployment rate in BC. The highest unemployment rate among the regions was found in North Coast/
Nechako at 8.4%, however, this was a decrease of 0.9 percentage points from the previous. In Kootenay, the 
unemployment rate fell to 4.8% while rising jobless rates in both Victoria (3.0%) and Nanaimo (5.7%) pushed 
unemployment in Vancouver Island/Coast (4.5%) higher. In Thompson-Okanagan (4.8%) where an increase 
in the unemployment rates in Kamloops (7.0%), Kelowna (4.9%) and Vernon (3.1%) contributed to push the 
jobless rate higher in that region. 

Cariboo’s unemployment rate inched higher by 0.2 percentage points to 5.2% in January, while in  
Mainland/Southwest, the unemployment rate was left unchanged at 3.6%. In Vancouver, the 
unemployment rate held firm at 3.7%. Data Source: Statistics Canada 

(Note: unemployment rate for Northeast is calculated by BC Stats using data supplied by Statistics 
Canada) 

BC Stats Infoline, Issue: 08-06 February 8, 2008 

Febr uar y 2008   

LA B O U R F O RC E  

http://www.jobsearchonline.bc.ca
http://www.nenas.org
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Dawson Creek & District Hospital 
11100 13 Street, Dawson Creek 

Proposed alterations to shipping and receiving 
area. 8000 square feet, 1 storey. 

Estimated cost: $400,000 
PREPARING PLANS 

Journal of Commerce 

Febr uar y 2008   

Construction 

H O S P I TA L ALT E R AT I O N S  B U I L D I N G PE R M I T S  
For the month of January 2008, there were 

3 building permits issued.  Total value of 
construction is $580,000.  The permits were 
issued for one single family dwelling, one 
renovation and one institutional. 

EPCOR, one of Canada's most experienced power generating companies is exploring a new wind 
project ten kilometres northeast of Tumbler Ridge and 75 kilometres southwest of Dawson Creek. 

The Quality Wind Project (QWP), which is named after nearby Quality Creek, could provide 100 to 200 
megawatts of renewable electricity for British Columbia if approved. Projects like the QWP can help B.C. 
achieve electricity self-sufficiency from clean and renewable sources. 

EPCOR is a Canadian power and water utility with over 100 years of history. The company operates 
3,400 megawatts of power generation throughout North America. In B.C., EPCOR generates power from 
four small hydro facilities and one of the largest biomass facilities in North America, located in Williams Lake. 

EPCOR is exploring the QWP in area beginning about ten kilometres northeast of Tumbler Ridge. EPCOR 
has an investigative use permit (IUP) from the government for a 5,000 hectare site, a large portion of which 
was burnt by the 2006 Hourglass Creek Fire. The area is essentially a raised plateau where logging, oil and 
gas activity has occurred. 

If they go ahead with the project, something that will likely be decided sometime in 2009, EPCOR 
estimates 60 -100 turbines (1.5-3 megawatts each) for 25 years. 

The site was selected because it has a good wind resource (wind data has been collected on site for 
approximately 2 years), is close to a transmission interconnection and is easily accessible by existing Highway 
and roads. 

EPCOR has retained Hemmera to assist with the development of relevant documentation and manage 
the environmental assessment process for the Project, including associated studies. 

Northeast News, Dawson Creek Daily News 

EPCOR’S  QUA L I T Y  WI N D  P RO J E C T  

Energy 
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Canada Energy Partners Inc. reported that it is implementing a 
Montney Shale exploration strategy on its lands in northeast British 
Columbia. The Company's land holdings include approximately 64 
sections or 41,788 net acres of drilling licences with rights to the Doig/
Montney Shale play in the Peace River area of northeast British 
Columbia. 

Rigzone.com 

CA N A DA  E N E RG Y  PA R T N E R S  

Febr uar y  2008   

Energy 

NUMBER OF WELLS 
DRILLED IN BC  

1997 583 

1998 652 

1999 627 

2000 777 

2001 882 

2002 646 

2003 1049 

2004 1213 

Oil & Gas Commission 

2005 1376 

2006 1416 

2007 899 

2008 139 

The provincial government took in approx $116.92 million from the 
February Crown sales, for rights to 52 812 hectares at an average of 
about $2,214 per hectare. In 2007 the government took in 
approximately $19.95 million for 24 275 hectares for an average price 
of $821.84/hectare. 

The second sale this year put the B.C. total at $125.48 million for 64 
996 hectares at an average of $1,931 per hectare. In the same period of 
2007, B.C. had collected $63.87 million for 55 782 hectares at a per-
hectare average of $1,145. 

While the highest bonus bids of $20 million and $17.55 million 
were put up for parcels at 94-O-10 and 94-O-16 near the Northwest 
Territories border, industry submitted top per-hectare bids of $10,388 
and $9,799 for licences at 80-18 and 81-20 W6M northwest of Dawson 
Creek. 

Hunt Oil Company Of Canada Inc. put up $10.63 million or about 
$5,155 per hectare for the 2 063-hectare parcel at 93-P-5, which is in 
the Sukunka area. 

February 2007 - $19.97 million 
February 2006 - $53.07 million 
February 2005 - $18.45 million 
February 2004 - $17.44 million 
February 2003 - $23.69 million 
February 2002 - $7.14 million 
February 2001 - $125.85 million 
February 2000 - $20.33 million 

Government of BC News Release 

OIL & GAS SALES 

BC’s 2007 year-end total was 
$1.047 billion as 595,559 hec-
tares were auctioned off at an 

average of $1,758 per hec-
tare. 

Total 2006 - $629.85 million 

Total 2005 - $533.99 million 

Total 2004 - $232 million 

Total 2003 - $646.68 million 

Total 2002 - $288.54 million 

Total 2001 - $439.47 million 

Total 2000 - $248.24 million 

Total 1999 - $176.17 million 

Total 1998 - $94.34 million 

Total 1997 - $211.70 million 

Nickle’s Energy Group 

FE B RUA RY  O I L  & GA S  SA L E  

As of February 18, 2008, there were 79 rigs drilling, 42 released 
and 16 rigs prepped to spud. 

Oil & Gas Commission 

AC T I V E  O I L  R I G S  
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Talisman Energy Inc. has received National 
Energy Board approval for its proposed sweet 
natural gas pipeline in northeastern British Columbia 
but it is too late for a construction start this winter.  

The company received the approval Feb. 11 but 
had to begin construction by Feb. 1 to get the eight-
inch 12.2 kilometre Compass pipeline onstream this 
year. Talisman now plans to begin work in 
December 2008. The pipeline will run from the Ojay 
area in BC to a tie-in point to the Narraway gas 
gathering system in northwestern Alberta.  

Talisman and its partners, Devon Canada 
Corporation and BP, expect to have 20 mmcf per 
day of sweet gas available for transportation by the 
end of the first quarter of 2008. Through drilling and 
development in 2008, they expect to add another 
10 mmcf per day of gas by the first quarter of 2009. 

Nickle’s Energy Group 

Dawson Creek is becoming the jewel of the 
natural gas production industry. 

Already in 2008, proposed projects with a 
total capital value approaching $2 billion have 
been announced for the area alone. 

Last year, the B.C. government announced the 
2007 auction of oil and gas land rights had 
topped $1 billion, with most of the property in the 
$400-million November sale located near the city. 

Last week, BP Canada announced its $1.2-
billion Noel tight-gas project west had cleared an 
important hurdle and could get a final go-ahead 
from head office by the end of June. 

Earlier this month, Calgary-based ARC Energy 
Trust announced two new finds near the city, 
along with a $40-million boost to its 2008 capital 
budget, which climbed to $365 million. 

David Carey, ARC’s senior vice-president of 
capital markets, said the area is important. 

Seventy wells in the Dawson field, northeast 
of the city, currently produce 44 million cubic feet 
of gas each day, making it ARCs single largest 
producing asset. 

The new finds are West Dawson and Sunrise, 
which is further west near Groundbirch. 

Carey said the West Dawson field, in which 
the company hopes to have two horizontal wells 
producing gas later this year, is likely an extension 
of its larger namesake. 

Sunrise is potentially a bigger prize, Carey 
noted, but more exploration work is needed to 
discover its potential. 

Even with natural gas prices at a relative low, 
he expects that a rebound, due to static supply 
and increasing population, is in store. In fact, the 
oil and gas majors are betting on it. 

ARC’s 2008 capital budget for this region is 
$85 million, up from $50 million in 2007. 

‘‘If we are successful in our drilling at Sunrise 
in ‘08, I would suggest that ’09 could increase 
again and top $100 million,’’ Carey said from his 
Calgary office. 

The Canadian Press 

N AT U R A L GA S  N E A R 
D AW S O N  C R E E K  

Febr uar y 2008   

Duvernay also reported it has drilled and 
completed the first two horizontal wells in the 
Triassic Montney formation in the greater Sunset-
Groundbirch complex in northeast British Columbia. 
Both the Saturn and Sunset horizontal wells 
production tested at initial gas rates well in excess of 
five mmcf a day. Both wells were drilled and 
completed on budget; the Saturn well came on in 
early February, and the Sunset well will be tied in 
within approximately three weeks.  

An additional nine horizontals are currently 
being licensed for 2008 drilling.  

Duvernay has 120 net sections of Montney 
rights in the prime Montney gas fairway in northeast 
B.C. representing up to 250-500 future horizontal 
drilling locations depending upon ultimate well 
spacing.  

The company also has an additional 50 sections 
of prospective Montney lands at West Groundbirch 
and Sundown-Tupper that are being evaluated for 
future development with the 2008 exploration 
program. 

Duvernayoil.com 

D U V E R N AY  

CO M PA S S  P I P E L I N E  

Energy 
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SP E C T R A E N E RG Y  
WE S T  DO E  FAC I L I T Y  

Febr uar y  2008   

Energy 

SP E C T R A E N E RG Y  
PI P E L I N E  EX PA N S I O N 

Spectra Energy is proposing to expand its natural 
gas gathering system to accommodate growing 
production in the Grizzly Valley area of northeastern 
British Columbia. The proposed project is part of a third 
phase of expansion related to its Pine River facility, and 
would allow for the transport of incremental raw gas to 
its Pine River Processing Plant near Chetwynd, BC. 

The project will involve approximately 17 
kilometres of pipeline, running parallel to existing lines 
and will add gathering capacity in excess of 40 million 
cubic feet per day. Spectra Energy has been 
performance-testing its Pine River plant and making 
operating adjustments to accommodate the increased 
delivery of gas.  

The company filed a pipeline application for this 
facility expansion with the National Energy Board in 
December 2007 and expects the new line and 
associated facilities modifications within the Grizzly 
Valley operating area to be operational by November 
2008. 

www.spectraenergy.com  

Spectra Energy Income Fund says it will 
spend $41 million to expand its West Doe 
Facility in the Peace River Arch area of 
Northeastern BC.  

The income trust said the project will 
include a 30 million cubic feet per day 
expansion of sour gas processing capability, 
increasing the overall capacity at the West Doe 
facility to 53.5 mmcf/d. 

The project also includes a 50 % ownership 
interest in a 58-kilometer gathering pipeline 
from the Sundown area of Northeaster BC. 

The Sundown gathering pipeline is 
expected to start deliveries to the West Doe 
plant during the second quarter of 2008, while 
expansion of the plant is expected to begin in 
the third quarter. 

The increased capacity is expected to be 
available in the 1st quarter of 2009. 

Daily Tribune 

Encana Event Centre 

http://www.spectraenergy.com
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City News 

Dawson Creek will celebrate its history and culture with a Mile Zero Spirit Square in the downtown core, 
Premier Gordon Campbell said, announcing $500,000 in provincial support for the project. 

Located between two downtown intersections, the Spirit Square will showcase the ‘Mile 0’ post and 
historic features, making it a pedestrian-friendly landmark, featuring green space, seating, kiosks, public 
market and entertainment areas. 

The square will also help Dawson Creek to celebrate its 50th anniversary as an incorporated city and 
BC150, the 150th anniversary of the founding of the Crown Colony of British Columbia in 1858. 

The B.C. Spirit Square program is one of several Green Cities programs Dawson Creek has recently 
benefited from that are aimed at making B.C. communities greener and healthier places to live, with reduced 
greenhouse gases, improved air quality and increased energy conservation. In 2007, Dawson Creek was 
awarded nearly $950,000 for a walking trail and indoor running track from the LocalMotion program and 
last fall it received $50,000 as a Green City Award recipient. 

Government of BC News Release 

SO C I A L  P L A N N I N G  

SP I R I T  SQUA R E  

The Social Planning and Research Council of BC continues to guide concerned residents and social 
service agencies as they draw up plans for the city's future. 

SPARC BC is an independent, charitable organization that conducts public education, research and 
advocacy for community organization and was hired by the City of Dawson Creek to develop a social plan. 

Staff members from the City of Dawson Creek, along with representatives from various community 
organizations gathered in order to give SPARC BC a broad idea of the current needs in Dawson Creek. 

The city can't do everything though. 

A city's role in meeting goals are limited to development planning, land use planning, in terms of 
building community support around facilities and programs, and SPARC will articulate the ways in which the 
city can do this, said Nick Istvanffy, research and consulting for SPARC BC. He added despite some people's 
belief, the city does not have the power to handle every problem, like building emergency shelters or 
initiating anti-drug programs. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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Northern Lights College is receiving a $1-million boost from the Province to update and enhance trades 
training equipment and support the Oil and Gas Centre of Excellence. 

The Ministry of Advanced Education is providing Northern Lights College with $890,000 to buy and 
install new equipment for the industrial instrument mechanics program.  

The other $110,000, from the Ministry of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources, will be used to 
develop a Secretariat that will ensure education, training and research at the centre is fine-tuned to meet the 
needs of industry and students alike, as well as providing equipment for the centre. 

The Oil and Gas Centre of Excellence/Jim Kassen Industry Training Centre opened last fall at Northern 
Lights College to prepare students to enter the oil and gas industry and support the growth of B.C.’s 
economy. 

Government of BC News Release 

FU N D I N G  F O R T R A D E S  AT  NLC 

Febr uar y  2008   

Education 

Rubber galoshes were the key to introducing secondary and middle school students to the trades 
programs at Northern Lights College (NLC). 

But these aren't your ordinary, everyday, grandpa-went-to-get-the-mail-and-didn't-want-to-mess-his-
slippers galoshes. 

These are steel-toe safety galoshes purchased by EnCana to the tune of $13,000, and will allow anyone 
interested in NLC trades programs to participate in hands-on tours. 

"This is an opportunity for some of the young students that are trying to decide where they want to go 
in life and what they want to do. They have the opportunity to actually put some hands on," said Brian 
Lieverse, community relations advisor for EnCana. "Prior to this they wouldn't have been able to put hands 
on. They would walk through the stations but they couldn't actually do anything because they didn't have 
all of the safety equipment. Now with the steel toed slip-ons they can actually go into the workstations and 
work... try what it is, what is feels like to weld, work with the carpenters." 

Grade 9 and 10 students from five School District 59 schools including Electric Ed. were the first to take 
advantage of the new safety equipment when they took part in Yes-2-It. 

Yes-2-It was designed by the college's recruiting department and provides exposure to the Dual Credit 
and Trades Apprenticeship programs. 

In addition to doing some welding and getting a tour of the aerospace program hanger, students could 
be found in the carpentry shop making some classic birdhouses. 

Lieverse was on hand for the Yes-2-It event and was able to witness the 200 galoshes being used first 
hand, in what is expected to be the first of many similar events at all of the NLC campuses. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

YE S-2 -I T  
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WR I T T E N I N ST O N E  

WI N T E R G A M E S  R E S U LT S  

Recreation & Leisure  
From the opening ceremonies at Memorial Arena to the closing one at the EnCana Events Centre, the 

34th annual Northern BC Winter Games was a flurry of people in motion. 

Over 1,000 athletes from seven regions and 45 communities came together in the spirit of 
sportsmanship, fellowship and fun to enjoy the hospitality of Dawson Creek. 

"The main thing is the experience for kids -making memories, bringing the north together," said Games 
president Charlie Parslow. 

"We have common challenges, we have common concerns, and, we have a common spirit which is a 
can do kind of thing." 

Leading in medal standings at the end of the games was the Cariboo region with a total of 120 medals 
but the results for local participants was equally impressive. 

Dawson Creek walked away with 50 in total, Fort St. John with 46, Chetwynd with 13, Tumbler Ridge 
with 6, Taylor with 4, Fort Nelson with 2 and Hudson's Hope with 1. The northeast took 45 gold, 26 silver 
and 20 bronze. 

Northeast News 

Users of the Rotary Walking Trail will have an added incentive to reach the end in the near future. 

The South Peace Arts Society is planning on installing a number of intermittent carvings, with each piece 
displaying a piece of a poem called "Written In Stone." 

"So as you're doing your walking or running you could read the poem," said Ellen Corea, president of the 
South Peace Community Arts Council. "We wanted the poem to work both ways so it didn't matter whether 
you were going east to west or west to east, you'd be able to read the poem and it would make sense." 

Corea said Mayor Calvin Kruk came up with the project. 

"He wanted to do a public art piece that combined a number of different things and he was looking at 
the literary arts and also recreation." 

Corea has been working on raising funds for the project for about two years. She has been sitting on 
$1,900 from a previous 2010 Legacies Now grant, but had been working on procuring additional funds 
before they could make any definitive plans. 

Last week, the art-loving former Dawson Creek mayor, currently Peace River South MLA, Blair Lekstrom, 
announced additional $10,000 for the project through BC150. 

The plan is to do the carving on locally found river rock. Three local poets were selected to write the 
poem and very little artistic direction was provided to them. 

"We wanted them to focus on Dawson Creek history both its significance in 50 years but also in 
relationship to the 150th," said Corea. "1 don't know how literal they’ll be. They're artists and they're poets so 
you never know what will happen... I think it will be really quite interesting. 

Currently the unveiling is scheduled for next fall. 

BC150 is a celebration of the provinces 150th birthday and the provincial government is offering BC150 
Years Celebration Grants in five pillars.  These include heritage, multi-culturalism, communities, art and 
culture. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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50T H AN N I V E R S A RY  PH O T O  CO N T E S T  EX H I B I T  

Febr uar y  2008   

Culture 

History is a living thing as those who attended the opening of the 50th Anniversary Photo Contest Ex-
hibit at the Dawson Creek Art Gallery saw. 

Fifty pictures representing the past and present in equal measure were on display to celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of the incorporation of Dawson Creek and the Spirit of BC Week. 

"We had over 130 submissions," said curator Ellen Corea. 

"We chose 25 from the photo contest submissions to be in this exhibition and 25 historical pieces." They 
could all have been there, she said. 

A varied mix of old and new, colour and black and white, rural and urban, people and nature were all 
represented to great effect. 

"This event celebrates the people, the arts, the culture and the history of Dawson Creek," said tourism co-
ordinator Dustin Bodnaryk. 

The pictures will become part of the permanent archives and will hang in various buildings throughout 
the city, said Corea. 

"It's a showcase of 50 years," said Mayor Calvin Kruk. The 25 historical representations are only one small 
part of the rich and varied history of this area as Corea reminded people. 

Going through the more than 1,000 pictures the South Peace Archives have now put onto CD was "the 
most fun I ever had", she said. "I'd like to continue this project." 

A call for submissions to the photo contest went out in December and while all the submissions didn't 
make it into the exhibit, they are all on a DVD presentation showing in the gallery. 

Northeast News 

Photo by New Harvest Media 




