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www.dawsoncreek.ca 
For more information about the City of Dawson Creek, its 

inhabitants, lifestyle and businesses, please contact: 
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Northeastern BC Unemployment Rates   
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

2003 8.9 8.2 7.1 7.2 6.7 7.2 7.2 7.7 7.9 6.8 6.0 4.3 
2004 4.4 4.2 4.6 5.0 6.3 8.3 9.0 8.0 6.3 4.7 —* —* 
2005 4.9 4.5 5.0 4.1 5.4 5.2 4.9 4.2 4.4 4.4 —* —* 
2006 —* —* —* —* —* 4.4 —* —* 4.2 5.2 4.9 —* 
2007 —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* 

In April 2008, the unemployment rate in BC is 4.3% and 3.3% in Alberta. 
* The unemployment rate for Northeastern BC has been suppressed due to high sample variance. 

2008 —* —* —* 4.3         

Services available are focused on Career Decision Making, Job Search,  Skills Enhancement, and Job 
Maintenance activities. 

JOB SEARCH & SUPPORT SERVICES 
1105-103 Avenue, Dawson Creek, BC 

250-782-8744    Fax 250-782-8018 
http://www.jobsearchonline.bc.ca/ 

 

NORTHEAST NATIVE ADVANCING SOCIETY 
#101, 1508-102 Avenue, Dawson Creek, BC 

250-719-0705    Fax 250-719-0735 
http://www.nenas.org/ 

EM P L OY M E N T SE RV I C E S  

Employment 
May 2008  

Construction 
B U I L D I N G PE R M I T S  

For the month of April 2008, there were 7 building permits issued.  Total value of construction is $195,000.  
The permits were issued for six garage/renovations  and one commercial.. 

Year to date figures show there were 15 building permits issued.  Total value of construction is $3,056,811.  
The permits were issued for five single family dwellings, one duplex, ten garage/renovations, two commercial 
and one institutional. 

http://www.jobsearchonline.bc.ca
http://www.nenas.org
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Energy 

NUMBER OF WELLS 
DRILLED IN BC  

1997 583 

1998 652 

1999 627 

2000 777 

2001 882 

2002 646 

2003 1049 

2004 1213 

Oil & Gas Commission 

2005 1376 

2006 1416 

2007 899 

2008 453 

OIL & GAS SALES 

BC’s 2007 year-end total was 
$1.047 billion as 595,559 

hectares were auctioned off 
at an average of $1,758 per 

hectare. 

Total 2006 - $629.85 million 

Total 2005 - $533.99 million 

Total 2004 - $232 million 

Total 2003 - $646.68 million 

Total 2002 - $288.54 million 

Total 2001 - $439.47 million 

Total 2000 - $248.24 million 

Total 1999 - $176.17 million 

Total 1998 - $94.34 million 

Total 1997 - $211.70 million 

Nickle’s Energy Group 

British Columbia’s May sale of oil and gas rights set provincial records 
for highest bonus in a single sale at $441.44 million and per-hectare price at 
$9,538 for 46 284 hectares, driven by the continued interest in the Montney 
fairway and the Horn River Basin. 

The record bonus topped the previous high of $417.98 million in 
September 2003 

Licences to parcels northeast of Dawson Creek drew the high bonus 
and per-hectare bids. 

So far this year, BC has taken in $758.51 million for 216 028 hectares 
at an average of $3,511 per hectare, all considerably higher than the 
$107.27 million, 107 895 hectares and $994 a hectare collected in the same 
period of 2007. 

The key parcels in the sale were three drilling licences at Stewart 
Creek, northeast of Dawson Creek, BC. One generated a bid of $140 
million at approximately $25,383 per hectare -- which could make it the 
most expensive parcel ever sold in Western Canada -- and two others 
fetched bids of over $102 million each at approximately $20,355 per 
hectare. 

May 2007 $4.52 million 
May 2006 $103.04 million 
May 2005 $38.07 million 
May 2004 $26.7 million 
May 2003 $30.08 million 
May 2002 $17 million 
May 2001 $32.27 million 
May 2000 $10.85 million 
May 1999 $11.5 million 
May 1998 $7.4 million 
May 1997 $26.7 million 

Nickle’s Energy 

MAY  O I L  & GA S  SA L E  

May 2008  

As of May 20, 2008, there were 25 rigs drilling, 9 released and 2 rigs 
prepped to spud. 

Oil & Gas Commission 

AC T I V E  O I L  R I G S  
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Energy 
May 2008  

TOP OPERATORS IN BC  
J A N UA R Y  -  D E C E M B E R  2 0 0 7  

Operator  Development  Exploratory Total Oil Gas Total Gas 
Encana Corporation   164 164 47 212 99.5% 
ConocoPhillips Canada Limited   57 57 26 83 100% 
Canadian Natural Resources 
Limited 3 43 46 12 64 100% 

ProEx Energy Ltd   24 24 34 59 98.3% 
Harvest Energy Trust 28 1 32   32 93.5% 
Duvernay Oil Corp 3 14 17 11 28 100% 
Devon Canada Corporation 1 19 20 7 27 100% 
Bonavista Energy Trust 1 13 14 7 21 100% 
Monterey Exploration Ltd   5 10 5 17 58.8% 
Talisman Energy Inc. 1 3 4 13 17 100% 
Total of All Operators in BC 47 470 540 255 838 94.5% 

Success 

Nickle's Energy Group 

MOST ACTIVE DRILLING CONTRACTORS IN 
CANADA,  2007  

Contractor Wells Drilled Metres Drilled 
Precision Drilling 4486 5,624,505 
Ensign Drilling Inc 3853 4,554,078 
Savanna Energy Services Corp 4719 4,268,628 
Trinidad Drilling Ltd 1034 1,582,819 
Nabors Drilling 606 1,164,631 
Akita Drilling Ltd 708 775,980 
Advance Drilling Ltd 243 443,065 
Excalibur Drilling Ltd 212 366,921 
Stoneham Drilling Inc 113 302,720 
Phelps Drilling Co 124 301,882 
Beaver Drilling Ltd 114 260,664 
Chinook Drilling Inc 121 242,849 
Technicoil Corporation 284 220,553 
Pantera Drilling Inc 91 194,548 
Eagle Drilling Services Ltd 76 174,595 
Total 18,556 22,422,306 

Nickle's Energy Group 
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Energy 
Storm Exploration Inc. is spending about 90% of its capital budget in the Parkland area of Northeastern 

BC. 

This area includes their Montney discovery and is the largest of Storm's core areas, with net production 
averaging 3,511 Boe per day in the first quarter. As a result of three additional horizontal Montney gas wells that 
were completed and tied in during the quarter, current production has increased to approximately 4,600 Boe 
per day. This represents significant growth from average 2007 production of 2,240 Boe per day and very simply 
illustrates the high quality of their land position on the Montney fairway. 

First quarter activity included: 

• Drilling seven wells (6.1 net) with 100% success resulting in two horizontal Montney gas wells (2.0 net), 
three vertical Montney gas wells (2.1 net) and two Halfway/Doig gas wells (2.0 net).  

• Completing and tieing in three more horizontal Montney gas wells that are currently producing 9.2 
mmcf per day.  

• Installing a third compressor at our Parkland facility that increased the capacity from 22 to 34 mmcf per 
day. The success of our first quarter program has resulted in current gross raw gas throughput 
increasing to 27 mmcf per day at Parkland.  

During the remainder of 2008, activity will include drilling 13 wells (13.0 net) with five horizontal Montney 
development wells (5.0 net) and eight vertical wells (8.0 net) targeting the Montney formation. This drilling 
program is expected to fill up their expanded facility at Parkland by year end and, as a result, they are also 
finalizing plans to twin the existing facility in late 2008 or early 2009 in order to ensure that production growth 
from our horizontal development program can continue uninterrupted. Cost of this is estimated to be $10 to $15 
million which is not currently included in our budget. 

Their 100% working interest Montney discovery has potential gas in place of 330 BCF assuming an areal 
extent of 5,825 acres (approximately 9 sections), average net pay of 35 metres, and average porosity of 8%. 
During the first quarter, they drilled two successful vertical step-outs; one has been completed, tied in and is 
currently producing 900 mcf per day while the second step-out will be completed later in the second quarter. 
Although both wells potentially expand the area of the pool, they will not change our estimate of gas in place 
until the current pool boundaries have been completely delineated. Approximately 70% of the potential gas in 
place has been delineated with their nine producing vertical wells and they plan to drill the remaining five 
vertical wells required to finish delineation in the second half of this year. Their development efforts using 
horizontal wells with five to seven fracs per wellbore have been very successful with current production of 13 
mmcf per day from the five producing horizontal Montney gas wells that they have drilled to date.  

Storm's entire land position on the Montney fairway totals 85 net sections with approximately 35 net 
sections, including the nine sections encompassing their Montney discovery, identified as having the most 
prospectivity based on geological mapping and evaluation of our 3-D seismic. Numerous other Montney 
prospects and leads have been identified on these lands. 

Continued, successful development of their Montney discovery at Parkland has resulted in significant 
production growth to date in 2008. This discovery will be the cornerstone of their growth for the next two years 
and possibly longer should their step-out and exploratory drilling efforts continue to be successful in expanding 
the size of the Montney resource on their lands. 

http://www.stormexploration.com  

ST O R M  E X P L O R AT I O N 

http://www.stormexploration.com
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Energy 
May 2008  

HIGHLIGHTS  
• Record quarterly production of 24,102 boepd a 15% increase over first quarter 2007.  

• Current daily production level of 27,500 boepd.  

• Record quarterly cash flow of $73.2 million, an increase of 15% over first quarter 2007.  

• An expanded post break-up EP program that is expected to deliver an incremental 100 mmcfpd by April 
2009.  

• The Company's first four horizontal Montney gas wells tested at rates in excess of 5.0 mmcfpd, an 
additional 35 horizontals are planned in next 9 months.  

PRODUCTION OUTLOOK  
First quarter 2008 production averaged 24,102 boepd a 15% increase over first quarter 2007. First quarter 

production was 9% higher than fourth quarter 2007, the second quarter in a row with strong growth. Second 
quarter 2008 production has averaged approximately 27,100 boepd thus far, 12% higher than the first quarter 
2008 average.  

The upcoming post break-up EP program is expected to deliver a net production addition of between 100 
and 115 mmcfpd between July 2008 and April 2009. These additions will come from major development drilling 
and facility projects at Groundbirch, West Groundbirch B.C. and Sundance-Obed-Pedley in the Alberta Deep 
Basin. 

CAPITAL PROGRAM  
Duvernay increased the 2008 capital program from $400 million to $450 million in conjunction with the 

recently closed equity issue. This will allow the Company to expand the operated drilling rig fleet from 9 to 11 
rigs when drilling commences after break-up. The expanded program will run continuously until Spring break-up 
in 2009. Major facility expansions are planned in conjunction with the expanded drilling and completion 
program at Groundbirch B.C., and at Wroe and Sundance-Obed in the Alberta Deep Basin. 

SUNSET-GROUNDBIRCH B.C. 
The Company has expanded the rig fleet to 5 rigs in NEBC with 3 rigs now dedicated to drilling Triassic 

Montney gas development wells. This is expected to add approximately 35 new horizontals by Spring break-up 
2009. The Company's first four Montney horizontals have all production tested in excess of 5.0 mmcfpd with one 
of the wells, Saturn 9-4, testing at 9.5 mmcfpd. Duvernay has interests in 180 net sections of Montney rights in 
the interpreted prime Montney gas resource fairway equating to between 350 and 700 horizontal drilling 
targets contingent upon ultimate well spacing. A two phase expansion of the existing Groundbirch 4-15 facility 
will add 70 mmcfpd of net incremental gas processing capacity in NEBC by Spring 2009, with the majority of this 
new capacity dedicated to the Montney program.  

The other two rigs in NEBC will be targeting Doig development wells and deeper Palaeozoic exploration 
targets. The initial Palaeozoic gas discovery at Groundbirch has been on-stream since late March, and is 
producing at a steady 4.0 mmcfpd. The well is choked down-hole as the Duvernay Sunset-Groundbirch gas 
infrastructure is currently filled to capacity. Many of the future Doig development locations can be captured as 
up-hole zones in upcoming Montney horizontal wells. These 1.5-2.0 bcf Doig zones can be added for only 
completion and stimulation costs of approximately $600,000 saving drilling and casing costs of $1.7 million. 

http://www.duvernayoil.com/  

D U V E R N AY  O I L  

http://www.duvernayoil.com
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Energy 
May 2008  

Murphy Oil Corporation President and Chief Executive Claiborne Deming said the company's Montney 
natural gas play in Northeastern British Columbia's Tupper area should start producing in the fourth quarter of 
2008. Ultimately, Murphy hopes to reap 350 mmcf a day from the play, as development unfolds in four stages 
over the next six or seven years, he said in a conference call. 

They have drilled nine wells to date, and results thus far have been within their expected range. The gas 
plant and pipeline approvals have been obtained and the plant construction is underway. The vertical wells in 
the Montney are generating initial rates of two to three mmcf per day, with most horizontals in the formation 
producing at similar rates. 

Claiborne Deming described current work on the play as the first stage, he said another three stages of 
development are expected. This year, the company plans to drill roughly nine more wells in the general Tupper 
area. It controls about 120 net sections in the play. 

Murphy's worldwide exploration expenses in the first quarter were $66.5 million, up from $48.4 million a 
year ago. Undeveloped leasehold amortization rose $21.1 million in the quarter, due mostly to acreage acquired 
at BC’s Tupper gas field. Geological and geophysical costs rose $9.2 million in the quarter, due to seismic at the 
Tupper field, and in Block "P," offshore Malaysia. 

Nickle’s Energy Group 

MU R P H Y  O I L  

During the first quarter of 2008, ARC Energy Trust spent $20.3 million on development of its resource play 
inventory. 

In the greater Dawson area, ARC has spent $16.6 million (excluding the cost of land purchases) of the $85 
million that was budgeted for the area in 2008. Four horizontal infill wells were drilled in the quarter and are 
expected to be completed during the second and third quarters of 2008. In addition, the Trust drilled two vertical 
delineation wells at Dawson.  

At Sunrise, the Trust began shooting seismic and tested commercial quantities of gas from its 9-13 discovery 
well.  

The Trust spent $13.6 million to add seven gross (4.5 net) sections of land contiguous with the 15 sections of 
land the Trust purchased in 2007. The Trust also expanded its land base at Sundown by pooling its 18 sections of 
land with 7 sections of land on a pro-rata basis - consequently the Trust now owns a 72% working interest in 25 
sections of land. The pooling provides ARC with exposure to additional lands while offsetting some of the 
exploration risk. The result of these and other land purchases are that as of March 31, 2008 the Trust has an 
interest in 120 sections of undeveloped land (100 sections net) in the Montney play in British Columbia, this is up 
from 96 sections of undeveloped land (87 sections net) at year-end 2007. The Board approved an additional $40 
million of capital for the Dawson area, increasing the 2008 budget for this area to $125 million. 

http://www.arcresources.com  

ARC EN E RG Y  TRU S T  

http://www.arcresources.com
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H O U S I N G MA R K E T  

City News 
May 2008  

Food shopping options in Dawson Creek are likely to improve in the future. A 36,000 square foot expansion 
planned for Walmart will accommodate a grocery department complete with bakery, fresh produce and 
everything you would expect in a food store. 

The expansion will increase the store's size to 121,000 square feet, large for Dawson Creek. They will still 
have all the departments that people have come to expect with the bonus of the enhanced grocery area. 

Dawson Creek is only one market the company has been exploring and the choice to expand this location 
was based on many factors. One thing they did specify was that "customers have responded very well to the 
store". 

The choice to apply for a development permit speaks to the company's optimism and excitement about the 
move. 

Walmart will now be looking at the details of how the expansion will roll out. No timeline has been set for 
construction at this point. 

The plans submitted to city council include provisions for a new front entrance, new colour scheme, 
extensive landscaping along the 6 Street face and enhanced pedestrian access to the property. 

Northeast News 

The northeast's housing market is expected to continue to rise throughout 2008 despite a slowdown in the 
rest of the province. 

A report from the B.C. Real Estate Association says the northeast is the only region of the province where 
realtors expect to see more sold stickers on front lawns this year than last year, which could translate into price 
increases as well. 

The report forecasted 520 homes will be sold in the northeast of the province this year, up from 502 last 
year. That number is expected to drop back down to about 500 in 2009. 

That's despite a forecasted nine-per-cent drop in the number of home sales in 2008 to 93,800 from 102,800 
across B.C. 

The increase here is attributed to a hot energy economy driven by high commodity prices, said BCREA 
economist Cameron Muir. However, communities that are currently seeing mill closures such as Chetwynd and 
Fort Nelson could see a slower market for a few years, said Muir. 

In 2009, the report is forecasting a further provincial drop of two per cent to 92,000. 

The average price of a home in the northeast will also rise 11 per cent to $195,000 from $175,000 in 2007, 
before pushing up to $205,000 in 2009, the report stated. 

Alaska Highway News 

WA L M A RT  EX PA N S I O N 
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There will be a number of 50th Anniversary events throughout the year and one of the largest is the 
Dawson Creek's 50th Anniversary Gala.  

Celebrated folk artist, Dawson Creek native, and the evening’s MC Roy Forbes will be singing songs, being 
host, telling about growing up in Dawson Creek.  

This will be followed by an unveiling of the book "Dawson Creek: An Illustrated History," and the DVD 
"Dawson Creek: A History In Picture and Sound." 

The video will be presented to the audience in high definition using a 40-foot movie screen and there will be 
a presentation of the book along with a Dawson Creek inspired song written by local musician Wayne Ezeard. 

Following the performances in Unchaga Hall there will be a reception in the gym across the hall. 

At this point, the author of “Dawson Creek: An Illustrated History,” Gerry Clare, will be signing his book, 
while video producer for Dawson Creek: A History in Picture and Sound”, Hank Bridgeman will be signing DVDs.  
Roy Forbes will also stick around to sign CDs. 

The centrepiece of the reception will be a giant, donut-shaped cake surrounding a four-foot high Mile ‘0’ 
Post. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

City News 
May 2008  

AN N I V E R S A RY  G A L A  

Bags of garbage lined city streets for several days and that’s a good thing, says the city. 

In this case, it wasn’t some problem with waste management; it was a result of the overwhelming response 
to the city’s annual cleanup campaign. 

There were 800 people from 65 groups that showed up to pick up trash from locations throughout the city 
and the people sorting at the transfer station had their hands full, even though not everything got there on 
cleanup day. 

The Community Cleanup has been taking place for at least 10 years and is a way for groups to support the 
community and, at the same time, allow the city to support groups. 

Each of the groups that participate will receive $200 from the city in recognition of their contribution.  That 
tradition has apparently spread out into the community as well. 

“One group … had a passerby give them a donation to their club when they stopped and asked them what 
they were doing,”  Councillor Marilyn Belak told council at a recent meeting. 

The day was a great success and unlike previous years, did not need to be rescheduled due to weather. 
Northeast News 

CO M M U N I T Y  CL E A N U P  
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Education 

It took a year of work but the WOW (Words on Wheels) bus was launched at the Dawson Creek Public 
Library. 

Early childhood development studies completed last year identified the area's pre-school children as being 
less ready for learning than children of the same age in other parts of the province. 

Without a strong basis, children will be less successful in school and in life and initiatives like the WOW bus, 
ensure that children can access the resources that give them the best chances. 

The books, games, toys and information have started to appear on the bus. Programs and support will come 
next when the bus gets underway in and around it's regular routes through the South Peace. 

Children will be given a 'learner's license’ when they get on the bus and when they have had five visits, they 
will get to choose and take home a stuffed toy from a line strung along the length of the bus.  There will be 
books to borrow and books to keep.  There will be programs of interactive learning similar to the 'Mother Goose' 
Program.  

For the next two months the bus will be out and about, letting people know it's finally here. There are formal 
openings planned for Chetwynd and Tumbler Ridge. The bus will also be at other community events as they 
occur, said district principal Candace Clouthier. 

The schedule will be set up during the coming weeks and when that has been done, they will be looking for 
volunteers. 

Northeast News 

An agreement between Northern Lights College and Emily Carr University of Art and Design will open 
new opportunities for NLC graduates. 

The agreement, which was signed in late April, will allow graduates of NLC's Visual and Graphic 
Communication Arts (VSAR) Certificate program to transfer directly into year two programming in the Bachelor 
of Fine Arts program at Emily Carr. 

NLC students who graduate from the program with a cumulative grade point average of 3.0 or higher will 
be accepted automatically into year two in Bachelor of Fine Arts (Visual Art or General Fine Art major) at Emily 
Carr. A portfolio review is not required. 

Graduates with a GPA between 2.0 and 2.99 will be considered for direct admission to second year at Emily 
Carr, based on a portfolio review. 

VSAR certificate graduates will receive a block transfer of 30 credits from NLC to Emily Carr. NLC students 
would also be required to complete six credits of university-level English, which are offered through NLC's 
University Arts and Sciences program. 

In addition, VSAR graduates from NLC with a 2.0 GPA will be considered for admission into the Bachelor of 
Fine Arts (Photography), Bachelor of Design (Communication Design and Industrial Design) and Bachelor of 
Media Arts (Animation and Film, Video and Integrated Media). 

The agreement covers VSAR certificate graduates since 1998. 

Emily Carr recently was designated a university by the province's Ministry of Advanced Education. Emily Carr 
opened in 1925 as the Vancouver School of Decorative and Applied Arts. It went through several name changes 
before becoming the Emily Carr Institute of Art and Design in 1995. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

WO R D S  O N  W H E E L S  B U S  

EM I LY  CA R R U N I V E R S I T Y  AG R E E M E N T  
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Kenn Borek Aquatic Centre EnCana Event Centre Lakota Agri Centre 

Human Services 
The recent Dawson Creek and District Hospital Foundation Annual Sportsmen's Club Claybird Shoot saw the 

largest turnout in its 10-year history- 

The fundraiser raised $4,770. 

Next year's event is already being planned and organizers hope more of Dawson Creek's citizens come out 
for the day. Everything, including rifles, is provided and club members lend a helping hand to amateurs, 
especially for those who have never fired a gun in their lives. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

A hand-held control with the look of the trigger for a Hollywood bomb helps manage pain for patients at 
the Dawson Creek and District Hospital. 

The hospital recently purchased four CADD pumps with donations from ARC Resources and Jerry Rude Agri 
Sales. 

The pumps cost a total of $22,700 and look similar to an IV pole. It has a liquid bag, a pump and a long tube 
that distributes liquid to the body. The only difference is a hand held device that allows patients to administer 
their own pain medication. 

Although a patient can choose when he takes pain medication, the pump is pre-programmed to allow only 
a certain amount of medication to be dispensed each day. 

A pain management device isn't new to the hospital.  They have five older models, but they are large and 
clunky and need upgrades. 

The new model is small and portable. Patients can either attach the pump to a pole and wheel it around or  
place it in a small side pack. 

Patients will be able to put the device in the bag, sign it out and take it home. It will allow patients to leave 
the hospital sooner. 

Thus far, the hospital has received a positive response t from patients who've used new pumps. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 

PA I N MA N AG E M E N T DE V I C E S  

CL AY B I R D  SH O O T 
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Recreation & Leisure 
Robert Munsch, the master of children's storytelling, thrilled a sell-out crowd with some of his many tales in 

the first show to be held at the EnCana Events Centre. 
As soon as Munsch stepped on stage he immediately made a connection with the children. 

The popular children's author kept the audience of 2,500 entranced for an hour as he invited kids up to the 
stage and told his trademark stories using many odd voices, hilarious facial expressions and wild hand gestures. 
He has a knack for telling each story as if he's saying it for the first time and tailors each story to the location 
where he's performing. 

During his performance in Dawson Creek there were stories of moose in backyards, fishing trips and fathers 
who like to hunt, all experiences that kids in the North would surely be familiar with and make them giggle. 

"I like making kids laugh. It's not complicated," laughed Munsch, 

He was certainly a hit with the audience. Like kids anywhere, there were some with shorter attention spans 
and after 40 minutes they were fidgeting or squirming but most listened to his every word for the full 60 
minutes, captivated by his antics. 

Munsch has fans, young and old, from coast to coast and many at the performance showed up to hear him 
read their favourite stories. 

Organizers had no trouble selling tickets - by early May the show was 75% sold out - and EnCana Events 
Centre staff members were grinning from ear to ear at the response to the famous author. 

"I thought it went really well. It was amazing to see the looks on the kids' faces. They were so excited to see 
Robert. It was like him and the kids felt the same way about each other. He was excited to perform for them and 
they were so excited to see him," said Gunnar Fox, the general manager of the local events centre. 

Some of the 2500 audience members were from Dawson Creek, but many were from other Peace Country 
communities, such as Fort St John and Chetwynd, and even several fans came from as far as away as the 
Northwest Territories. 
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It was a weekend of firsts. The first Spring Saddle Series in this area, the region's first 'Turn, Burn and Earn' 
and the first barrel races in the Lakota Agri-centre took place May 10-11. 

The event was co-sponsored and co-approved by the PCBRA (Peace Country Barrel Racing Association) 
and had a 3D jackpot system. 

There were 43 riders registered on the first day in Chetwynd in April and 52 on the second. In Dawson 
Creek, there were 64 on the first day and 63 on the second day. 
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Megasaurus, the three story high car-chomping, fire-breathing, mechanical transformer will be thundering 
into the EnCana Events Centre this June to feast on family cars. 

"It's going to be a crushing experience. Bring your ear plugs," said Ryan Maclvor, assistant manager for the 
EnCana Events Centre. 

The centre is going to become a site of fast-paced action and maximum destruction on June 17 and 18 
when Chris Arel's Monster Spectacular brings the frame-breaking Megasaurus, as well as Godzilla, Bounty 
Hunter and Iron Outlaw monster trucks. 

This will be the first time the custom-made monster trucks have ventured into the Peace Country and the 
mayor is more than happy to support their arrival. 

'I am looking forward to the show," Mayor Calvin Kruk said, with a splitting grin. "It's something new, a little 
different...probably much louder than Robert Munsch." 

The two hour event is a replica of the car-crushing action seen on TV. The 10,000-pound monsters slam on 
the gas, soar 20-30 feet in the air and hammer cars into the arena floor. 

There's no mercy for small autos. "These trucks are killers," Mclvor said. 

The show, whose only Peace Region stop will be Dawson Creek, is an opportunity for the truck-loving 
community to support this kind of event in their hometown and have some fun, said Jason Wry of Northern 
Metalic, a sponsor for the event. 

Spectators can also expect to see professional motocross riders performing aerial stunts and acrobatics 
during the event. 

The EnCana Centre estimates 3,500 people from as far away as Edmonton will come to see the show. 
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There was an undead invasion in Dawson Creek, as a performance of Dracula descended upon the Kiwanis 
Performing Arts Centre. 

The Northern Lights Players of Dawson Creek gave their first ever performance of the adaptation of Bram 
Stoker's classic tale during the Peace River Zone Festival. 

The play was adjudicated by professional actor and director, Leon Potter, who gave a public adjudication 
after the performance Tuesday night, as well as a "coffee critique" the following day. 

The adjudication is meant to give an objective perspective from a third party that has never seen the 
performance done by that particular company. 

The Northern Lights Players theatre club formed in January of this year as a way to provide NLC students, 
staff and alumni an opportunity to get involved in community theatre. 

In Dracula, Victorian England falls under the shadow of the malevolent Count Dracula, where familiar 
characters, Mina Murray, Jonathan Marker, Dr. Seward and Professor Van Helsing, must do everything in their 
power to stop him. 
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Cellist Katarzyna Szczesniak entertained over 40 seniors at the Dawson Creek Public Library.  
The senior's program runs from February to May and from September to November, and features guests 

from a wide range of areas. No matter the topic, there is a chance the seniors to visit, have tea, get out and do 
something and just enjoy an afternoon of something different. 

The program has been running for many years and the seniors find the relaxed library atmosphere very 
comfortable. 
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The Dionysus Theatre Company is back in the limelight with its first show in nearly two years, "The Love 
List”, is a contemporary comedy about two aging men who concoct a list describing their ideal woman and 
then later realize even a "perfect 10" can need revisions. 

For a birthday gift, Leon gives his good friend Bill (a socially inept statistician) an appointment with a gypsy 
who guarantees she can find Bill a soul mate. But first, he must present the gypsy with a love list of the 10 most 
important things he looks for in a partner. 

When the perfect 10 suddenly knocks at his door and then walks in like she owns the place, Bill begins to 
wonder if getting what you wish for is all that it's cracked up to be. 

The play, written by celebrated Canadian playwright Norm Foster, carries his signature style of battle-of-the-
sexes comedy and naughty humour the audience will relate to. 

The laugh-out-loud humour about the ups and downs of relationships is a show couples can enjoy together. 
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