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Among the regions, the lowest jobless rates were in Mainland/Southwest (4.3%, 3-month moving average), 
Vancouver Island/Coast (4.5%) and Northeast (4.5%). North Coast/Nechako (7.7%) continued to have the 
highest unemployment rate in the province. Data Source: Statistics Canada 

BC Stats Infoline Issue: Issue: 08-49 December 5th, 2008 

Employment in British Columbia totaled 2.31 million persons in November, seasonally adjusted, according to 
the latest Labour Force Survey (LFS) estimates from Statistics Canada. That is not significantly different from 
October, although there was a slight shift from full-time to part-time work. The total hours actually worked in the 
LFS reference week ending November 15 decreased by 1.6% from October on a seasonally adjusted basis, the 
third consecutive monthly decline. 

B.C.’s unemployment rate edged down to 4.9% in November, seasonally adjusted, from a 22-month high of 
5.1% in October. Lower unemployment was led by women aged 25 years and over, who saw jobs rise, especially 
in part-time work. Meanwhile, men aged 25 years and over experienced a significant decline in employment and 
labour force participation. 

Industry-wise, seasonally adjusted employment declined in November in transportation, construction and 
public administration. This was offset by increased employment in professional/technical services and small gains 
in various other industries. 

No significant changes in labour market indicators occurred in metropolitan Vancouver or metropolitan 
Victoria. Regionally, seasonally adjusted employment dropped notably in the Thompson-Okanagan, Kootenay, 
Cariboo areas. Meanwhile, employment increased in the Northeast region. 

Central 1 Credit Union’s outlook is for total employment in B.C. to increase by 2.2% this year before 
declining by 1.2% in 2009. That compares to growth of 3.2% in 2007. Meanwhile, B.C.’s unemployment rate is 
forecast to rise to almost 5.9% in 2009 from a projected 4.6% this year. 

Central 1 Credit Union Economics Weekly Economic Briefing Volume 14 Number 49 December 5, 2008 ISSN 1918-3535 

H O U R S  WO R K E D E D G I N G D OW N  I N B.C.  

LA B O U R F O RC E   

Northeastern BC Unemployment Rates   
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

2003 8.9 8.2 7.1 7.2 6.7 7.2 7.2 7.7 7.9 6.8 6.0 4.3 
2004 4.4 4.2 4.6 5.0 6.3 8.3 9.0 8.0 6.3 4.7 —* —* 
2005 4.9 4.5 5.0 4.1 5.4 5.2 4.9 4.2 4.4 4.4 —* —* 
2006 —* —* —* —* —* 4.4 —* —* 4.2 5.2 4.9 —* 
2007 —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* 

* The unemployment rate for Northeastern BC has been suppressed due to high sample variance. 
2008 —* —* —* 4.3 5.0 5.9 6.2 6.3 5.8 5.0 4.5 3.6 

Employment 
December  2008  
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Year-to-date, the value of building permits issued 
in BC was 7.4% lower than in the first ten months of 
2007. Planned spending on construction projects 
was down in five regions, with declines ranging from 
3.5% in Thompson/Okanagan to 20.3% in Nechako. 
Mainland/Southwest, which accounts for well over 
half of all building activity in the province, saw 
permits slip 10.4%. Kootenay (+1.8%), Northeast 
(+2.6%) and Cariboo (+16.4%) were the only regions 
to record increases. Data Source: Statistics Canada & BC Stats 

BC Stats Infoline Issue: Issue: 08-49 December 5th, 2008 

BC B U I L D I N G PE R M I T S  

Hot-In-Place Recycling EPS - Dawson Creek  
Miscellaneous Roads (23.9 Km): Highway 49 - 8.1 

km; Rolla Road - 1.5 km; Old Hart Highway - 6.6 km; 
Old Alaska Highway - 4.3 km and S Watson Road - 3.4 
km. Approximate quantities: - 500 tonnes of levelling 
coarse; - 18,000 m/2 of hot-in-place recycling; - 5,600 
tonnes of asphalt mix. 
OUT TO TENDER 

Journal of Commerce 

D AW S O N  C R E E K  AR E A  
R OA DWO R K  

B U I L D I N G PE R M I T S  
For the month of November 2008, there were 8 building permits issued.  Total value of construction is 

$1,679,014.  The permits were issued for three single family dwelling, three duplexes, and two garage/
renovations. 

Year to date figures show there were 110 building permits issued.  Total value of construction is 
$29,774,014.  The permits were issued for 21 single family dwellings, three mobile homes, 14 duplexes, two 
multiple family residences, 50 garage/renovations, 15 commercial, one industrial and three institutional. 

Construction 
December  2008  
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NUMBER OF WELLS 
DRILLED IN BC  

1997 583 

1998 652 

1999 627 

2000 777 

2001 882 

2002 646 

2003 1049 

2004 1213 

Oil & Gas Commission 

2005 1376 

2006 1416 

2007 899 

2008 882 

OIL & GAS SALES 

BC’s 2008 year-end total was 
$91.7 million as 756,752 

hectares were auctioned off 
at an average of $3,518 per 

hectare. 

Total 2006 - $629.85 million 

Total 2005 - $533.99 million 

Total 2004 - $232 million 

Total 2003 - $646.68 million 

Total 2002 - $288.54 million 

Total 2001 - $439.47 million 

Total 2000 - $248.24 million 

Total 1999 - $176.17 million 

Total 1998 - $94.34 million 

Total 1997 - $211.70 million 

Nickle’s Energy Group 

Total 2007 - $1.047 billion 

Energy 
D E C E M B E R O I L  & GA S  SA L E  

As of December 23, 2008, there were 59 rigs drilling, 21 released and 
27 rigs prepped to spud. 

Oil & Gas Commission 

AC T I V E  O I L  R I G S  

December  2008  

The December 2008 sale of oil and gas rights resulted in a total of over 
$91.7 million in bonus bids, bringing the 2008 calendar year total to a 
record high $2.66 billion. 

The 12 BC land sales this year drew successful bids on 756 752 hectares 
at an average of $3,518 per hectare. In 2007, BC collected just under $1.05 
billion for 595 559 hectares a per-hectare average of $1,758. 

The auction attracted a record $7.65 million bonus and $28,974 per 
hectare bid for a lease from Canadian Coastal Resources Ltd. for the 
rights to all of 13-80-19 W6M, beside the Sunset Prairie field, northwest of 
Dawson Creek, BC. The record bids by the broker topped the previous highs 
for leases set in July this year. 

Records show Duvernay Oil Corp., which was acquired by Royal 
Dutch Shell plc's BRS Gas Corp. in 2008 has Saturn area outpost wells 
listed as standing at 1-3-80-19, 3-8-80-19 and 15-34-18 W6M in addition to 
several development locations within its Sunset Prairie area interests. Also 
nearby is the Sunset area outpost well operated by Terra Energy Corp. at 
3-36-80-18 W6M, just to the northeast of the parcel acquired in the 
December auction sale. 

Canadian Coastal was also responsible for a bid averaging $7,118 per 
hectare for one of two drilling licences that attracted bonus payments 
worth a combined $19.51 million, between the Wolverine and Grizzly north 
fields, about 20 kilometres southeast of Tumbler Ridge. Canadian Coastal’s 
just over $8.46-million bid gained rights to multiple sections covering 1 189 
hectares at J-93-I-15 and K-93-I-15. 

Total 2007: $401.00 million for 137,579 hectares at an average price of 
$2,915 per hectare 

Total 2006: $629.85 million for 690,875 hectares at an average price of 
$912 per hectare 

Total 2005: $533.99 million for 579,402 hectares at an average price of 
$961.62 per hectare 

Total 2004: $232.38 million for 540,427 hectares at an average price of 
$429.99 per hectare 

Total 2003: $646.68 million for 733,487 hectares at an average price of 
$881.65 per hectare 

Total 2002: $288.54 million 
Total 2001: $439.47 million 
Total 2000: $248.24 million 
Total 1999: $176.17 million 
Total 1998: $94.34 million 
Total 1997: $211.70 million 

Nickel’s Energy Group 
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Energy 
December  2008  

EnCana plans a conservative, prudent and flexible capital program in 2009 that is targeting total natural gas 
and oil production at approximately 2008 levels and advancing the company's multi-year projects. EnCana has 
designed a 2009 capital program with the flexibility to adjust investment by approximately US $500 million, up or 
down, depending upon how economic circumstances unfold during the year. 

Encana has ear marked approximately $4.5 billion for 2009 to provide stable production or modest growth 
at key resources plays in the United States and Cutbank Ridge, near Dawson Creek, B.C., with the remaining $1.6 
billion being used in long-term projects, including the expansion of upstream oil projects in northeast Alberta.  

Rig Zone 

EN C A N A  

ST O R M  E X P L O R AT I O N 
Storm Exploration Inc.’s core areas includes their Montney discovery with net production averaging 4,425 

Boe per day in the third quarter, an increase of 101% from production of 2,200 Boe per day in the third quarter 
of 2007. Current production from this area is approximately 5,400 Boe per day. 

During the third quarter of 2008, Storm’s activity included: 

• Drilling five vertical Montney step-outs resulting in four gas wells and one abandoned well. Two of the 
successful wells have been completed and tied in and the remaining two successful wells are expected 
to be completed and tied in early in the first half of 2009. 

• Drilling and completing three horizontal Montney development wells average first month production 
from each of these three horizontals was 4.0 Mmcf per day of gross raw gas or 780 Boe per day of sales 
per well. By the end of 2008, Storm expects to have drilled a total of 13 horizontal Montney 
development wells at Parkland since November 2007. 

• Drilling the first horizontal Montney well as part of a farm-in on a seven section block just south-west of 
our Parkland property. Storm completed this well with five fracs and 14th. This was determined based on 
an internal evaluation by Storm's technical staff using an aerial extent of 10.25 sections (6,640 acres) 
with log analysis from 13 successful vertical gas wells. Geological mapping suggests that there is still 
potential to further expand the size of our discovery and, as a result, Storm plans to drill one more 
vertical step-out in the fourth quarter and one to two more in the first quarter of 2009. 

Development of our Montney discovery continues to progress as expected. The ninth horizontal well has 
been drilled, completed and tested nine Mmcf/d of gross raw gas, and will be pipeline connected and producing 
by mid-November. Completion of the tenth horizontal well is underway and Storm expects that it will be 
producing by the end of November. First year rates from each horizontal well are expected to average 
approximately 2.2 Mmcf per day of raw gas. Cost inflation and increasing the number of fracs (seven to eight 
fracs instead of five) has increased the cost of drilling, completing and pipelining each horizontal to $5.5 million. 

As a result of the success of the horizontal Montney development program, Storm’s facility at Parkland is very 
close to being full, and they have started start constructing a second facility with 12.5 Mmcf per day of initial 
capacity. The total cost of this project is estimated to be $13.5 million, which includes $1.5 million to twin parts of 
their gathering system.  Due to a reduction in expected 2008 cash flow, the facility will now be operational in 
late January of 2009. This results in approximately $7.5 million of the total cost being incurred in 2008 with the 
remainder incurred in early 2009. In the third quarter of 2009, an additional $14 million will be invested on this 
facility to install a second compressor which will increase the capacity of the second facility to 25 Mmcf per day, 
electrify both compressors, and install a refrigerator plant which will allow them to increase natural gas liquids 
recovery. This facility has been designed to be expandable to 50 Mmcf per day of capacity. 

Nickles Energy Group 
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Energy 
December  2008  

The unconventional Montney play is becoming a core area for Talisman Energy Inc. in BC and Alberta. The 
Company has built a substantial land position, is making significant progress on its pilot programs and preparing 
to move more areas into the development phase. 

Current production from Talisman's Montney Core area in Alberta is 31 mmcfe/d (net sales, 19% liquids). 
Talisman has drilled 29 gross wells (21.4 net) year-to-date with plans to drill 54 gross wells (40.6 net) in 2008. 
There are currently seven operated rigs drilling and five are drilling from pads.  

Of the 16 gross pilot wells planned for 2008, 13 gross pilot wells have been drilled and four have been 
completed. Production results are encouraging with initial production rates ranging from 1.6 mmcf/d to 3.6 
mmcf/d.  

Several Montney shale play areas will likely be ready to proceed to development in 2009. Two rigs are 
currently drilling pilots in the play and this is expected to grow to six rigs by January, with potential to add over 
six additional rigs by mid-2009.  

Talisman has built one of the largest landholdings in the Groundbirch area. The Company currently holds 
interests in over 65 net sections, having acquired approximately 32 sections (100%) at land sales this year. Each 
section has the potential for up to eight development wells per prospective Montney zone. Piloting will confirm 
the number of zones. 

In Monkman area of BC, a new production record was set, reaching 153 mmcf/d in August, with production 
in the quarter averaging 140 mmcf/d, or 18% above the third quarter of 2007.  

www.talisman-energy.com/  

T A L I S M A N  EN E RG Y  

Montney Resource Play Development 
At Dawson, ARC Energy Trust drilled and completed two delineation wells on the outer edges of the field 

as well as drilling four deviated infill wells from the 6-25-79-15W6 surface location in the third quarter, of 2008. 

With seven wells drilled into section 25, ARC expects to use new completion techniques, microseismic 
fracture mapping and pressure data acquisition in order to contribute to the understanding of the infill drilling 
density required to optimally exploit this field. 

Production from the field averaged approximately 40 mmcf per day, as planned and unplanned 
maintenance limited the ability of the processing facilities to run at the maximum contracted capacity. 

At West Dawson, ARC drilled two horizontal delineation wells at 2-7-79-15W6 with one well targeting the 
lower Montney and the second targeting the upper Montney horizons. This is the first horizontal well to target 
the lower Montney within the main Dawson Pool. 

Approval has been received from the National Energy Board to construct a 10 mmcf per day gas line from 
the Dawson field to Fourth Creek in Alberta. ARC expects to have the new line completed by late fourth quarter 
2008 with start-up dependent on installation of a new compressor at the Spectra 5-22 location. 

ARC has decided to accelerate the construction plans for additional processing capacity for the Dawson field. 
Engineering and procurement of long lead time items for a 60 mmcf per day gas plant has been initiated. ARC 
now expects to have this gas plant on-line early in 2010. 

ARC engaged GLJ Petroleum Consultants to update the Dawson Montney property reserves evaluation 
utilizing production and drilling data to the end of the third quarter. As of October 1, 2008 GLJ estimates that 
there are 416 Bcf of Proved plus Probable reserves at Dawson. This is an addition of 171 Bcf of Proved reserves 

(Continued on page 8) 

ARC EN E RG Y  TRU S T  

http://www.talisman-energy.com
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Energy 
December  2008  

(Continued from page 7) 

and 254 Bcf of Proved plus Probable reserves for the Dawson property. 

The Trust continues to expand its Montney land base through purchases of land at crown land sales and 
acquisitions from other companies. The Trust also continues to convert undeveloped lands to developed lands 
through the drilling of wells. As at the end of the third quarter, the Trust held 148 gross undeveloped sections 
(123 net) of lands in the Dawson and the Montney West Exploratory Lands. This is up from 96 gross 
undeveloped sections (87 net) at December 31, 2007. 

The Trust began the delineation process of the Sunrise discovery with the drilling of two successful vertical 
delineation wells, participation in a partner operated horizontal delineation well and the drilling of two 
horizontal wells. The two horizontal wells were drilled from the 9-13 discovery well into the upper Montney 
formations. Testing of the ARC operated wells will take place in the fourth quarter, but based on log analysis and 
the successful testing of a partner operated horizontal well at Sunrise (50 per cent ARC working interest), ARC 
has allocated funds from its 2009 budget for development of this field. 

Elsewhere, ARC had a successful start to the exploratory drilling program on the new Montney lands with 
the drilling of the Saturn 13-11-81-20W6 vertical well and a subsequent follow-up horizontal well. Drilling of a 
second vertical well at Saturn, the first wells at Sunset and Monias and two wells at Sundown are expected to 
take place in the fourth quarter of 2008. 

www.arcresources.com  

ARC EN E RG Y  TRU S T  

Crew Energy Inc has approved a 2009 exploration and development budget of $120 million. This capital 
program targets 2009 average production of approximately 15,500 boe per day which represents an 
approximate 34% increase in production and a 15% increase in production per share over 2008.   

The average 2009 target assumes the Company will have approximately 970 boe per day shut in during a 
planned 21 day turnaround in June at the third party operated Fort Nelson natural gas processing facility in 
north east British Columbia.  

The 2009 $120 million exploration and development program will be funded by 2009 cash flow from 
operations which is currently budgeted at approximately $135 million based on various assumptions including 
consensus commodity price and exchange rate forecasts. 

Crew has been successful in 2008 at accumulating large acreage positions on resource based prospects 
which have shown significant promise. In 2009, Crew will concentrate on two of those prospects, focusing its 
drilling program on Septimus British Columbia and Princess, Alberta. The Company is currently planning to tie-in 
eight wells drilled in 2008, drill 15 to 18 new wells and perform workovers or recomplete a total of 20 to 30 wells 
in 2009. The first quarter will be active with development drilling at Septimus, British Columbia and Princess, 
Alberta and exploratory wells planned for Strachan and Wapiti, Alberta and at Moberly in British Columbia. In 
addition, Crew's previously disclosed success on its Montney development at Septimus has resulted in the 
Company moving forward with its plans to construct a 20 mmcf per day gas facility in this area. Design work and 
equipment procurement for the facility is underway with construction currently expected to begin late in the first 
quarter and commissioning planned for the third quarter of 2009. 

Over the past few months we have seen a dramatic global economic slowdown that has had a significant 
impact on all aspects of our business. Crew believes that the quality of the resource based prospects that it has 
successfully accumulated over the past year positions the Company to continue to grow in 2009 while 
maintaining a disciplined spending program that is intended to preserve financial strength.  

www.crewenergy.com  

CR E W  EN E RY  

http://www.arcresources.com
http://www.crewenergy.com


- 9 - 

It's straight to business for Dawson Creek's new council and mayor who were sworn into office during the 
December 1st inaugural meeting. 

No regular business took place during the inaugural meeting as it is traditionally reserved for ceremony and 
appointing positions. 

The meeting began with a brief presentation and gift to Alvin Stedel to recognize his three terms on council. 
This is  traditional for any council member who decides not to run again. 

A blessing was provided by the current chairperson of the ministerial association, Reverend Noel Smith, fol-
lowed by the swearing-in ceremony administered by Judge Richard Blaskovits. 

"Each (council member) had to read the oath and he (Blaskovits) asked if they would affirm what they had 
just said was true... then they would sign their oath of office, then as soon as he signed they were officially 
seated on council," Dawson Creek CAO (Chief Administrative Officer) Jim Chute said. "You can't actually 
commence your duties or have any authority as a council member until you take the oath of office," 

The meeting also featured the first smudging ceremony in Dawson Creek council history, and aboriginal 
elder, Louis Isadore came forward to carry out the smudging. 

Chute explained the ceremony is designed to cleanse negative energy so council will start its new duties with 
positive energy. 

Bernier said Theresa Gladue, who is Dawson Creek's first councillor to claim aboriginal heritage as part of her 
campaign, gave council the idea to hold the ceremony. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

I N AU G U R A L ME E T I N G  

The B.C. Real Estate Association (BCREA) had predicted every area in the province would experience a drop in 
housing prices in 2009 save for Dawson Creek and area. 

"In terms of overall sales and pricing, there's a lot of pressure moving downwards and a lot of the areas in the 
province have already seen that," Bryan Yu, a BCREA economist said. "In terms of the B.C. Northern Lights and 
Dawson Creek area, it's a little bit different" 

Housing sales in BC, dropped an average of 93% over the past year while house values in areas like Vancouver 
and the Okanogan have dropped 10%. 

Yu said Dawson Creek and its environs usually lags behind other areas when it comes to pricing trends but 
credits the oil and gas activity for keeping the prices stable. 

"We're still expecting to see sales fall a little bit, in terms of 2009, about six per cent" he said. 

In 2008 the Northern Lights area experienced a decline in housing sales In the low single digits while the rest of the 
province averaged declines averaging 30%, Yu said. 

A Dawson Creek realtor agrees with Yu's assessment. 

"We're holding," Al Mottishaw of Remax said about both sales and house values. "If we do have the natural gas 
and the oil activity our prices are going to hold." 

Whether housing sales and values holding is good news depends on whether one is buying or selling but 
Mottishaw said it's generally good news for the economy. 

"It's healthy for the market," he said. "We're at a point now where the cycle will be in holding for a few years. 
Were not going to have huge growths and were not going to have a huge drop." 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

R E A L ES TAT E  PR I C E S  T O  HO L D S T E A DY 

City News 
December  2008  
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Dawson Creek will be getting $15,000 from the province to convert a Toyota Prius to a plug-in hybrid 
electric (PHEV). 

It is just one of several communities to get funding for the provincial initiative to encourage the use and 
understanding of plug-in vehicles. 

The Province is investing nearly $400,000 to convert vehicles and provide the related monitoring equipment 
around BC. 

There will be up to 34 plug-in electric vehicles in operation and being monitored in British Columbia. The 
initial vehicles are four Toyota Prius converted to plug-in hybrid electric and two pick-up trucks converted to 
plug-in battery electric. 

Northeast News 

The City of Dawson Creek, in partnership with BC Hydro, presented the Live Green  workshop facilitated by 
Sally Emory from the Northern Environmental Action Team. The program presented practical information on 
energy and water conservation, idle-reduction and waste reduction to a packed house at the Kiwanis Performing 
Arts Centre. 

Additional expertise was provided by businesses that displayed ideas and products about greening on topics 
from geothermal, solar, wind, recycling, idle reduction and extending a vehicle’s engine life. 

For more information about living a more sustainable lifestyle visit www.planningforpeople.com. 
Northeast News 

December  2008  

City News 

LI V E  G R E E N  WO R K S H O P 

EL E C T R I C  CA R CO N V E R S I O N  

Photo by New Harvest Media 

http://www.planningforpeople.com
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Economic growth in this region picked up in 2008, with real GDP projected to rise 3.9% from 2007.  That 
follows an estimated contraction of 1.6% in 2007 and is well above average growth of 2.7% per year since 1996.  
Resumed growth in 2008 is largely due to expansion in retail/wholesale trade, natural gas, health-care/social 
assistance, information/miscellaneous services and accommodation/food services.  Higher output in these 
industries more than offset lower output in construction, manufacturing and educational services. 

Economic growth is forecast to continue in the Northeast, with real GDP rising 2.7% in 2009 and 2.9% in 
2010.  That is on par with the average long-term historical growth rate of 2.7% per year.  The forecast is largely 
based on expectations of real growth in traveller accommodation services and higher total employment. 

Exploration, extraction and refining of natural gas and, to a lesser extent, oil are the major economic driver in 
the region.  Gas and oil wells drilled declined 36% in 2007 and flat-lined through the first nine months of 2008.  
They are projected to rise by the long-term average rate of 9% per year through 2010.  Based on the historical 
relationship with wells drilled, net new gas production is forecast to drop 12% in 2008, flat-line in 2009 and rise 
by 3% in 2010. 

A key factor in forecasting the Northeast region’s real GDP growth is tourism, especially business travel.  
Following a 12.6% drop in 2007, real accommodation room revenues are projected to rise 3.5% in 2008.  Price 
inflation in traveller accommodation is projected at 2.4%, so nominal room revenues will increase by 6% to 72 
million in 2008. 

Growth in travel is forecast to continue in 2009, with real room revenues rising 3.4% from 2008.  The gains 
are largely due to higher exploration activity.  Overall prices for traveller accommodation are forecast to flat-line 
in 2009, so nominal revenues are expected to be up by about 3.4% as well.  Growth continues in 2010, with 
room revenues forecast to increase 10.6% nominal and 7.8% real. 

Total employment in the Northeast region increased by 8% in 2007 and is projected to be up 2.1% in 2008 
to an average of 37,465 persons.  Recent job gains are mostly in retail trade, miscellaneous services, health care 
and accommodation/food services.  Job increases in these industries more than offset losses in construction, 
agriculture and manufacturing. 

The outlook is for total employment to average 37,960 persons in 2009, up 1.3% from 2008.  Most job gains 
are expected in gas exploration, accommodation/food services and professional/technical services.  Employment 
is forecast to inch down by a slight 0.3% in 2010 to average 37,860 persons.  Most job losses are expected in 
agriculture and miscellaneous services. 

Major investments currently under construction include hydro-electric generation upgrades at Hudson’s 
Hope.  These will likely proceed to scheduled completion in 2010.  Two major wind power projects are under 
construction (near Dawson Creek and Chetwynd), but investment spending is likely to be delayed due to the 
global credit bust and economic slowdown. 

Housing construction has slowed sharply in 2008 and is forecast to decline again in 2009 before levelling off 
in 2010.  Non-residential building construction also slowed sharply in 2008 and is forecast to remain near current 
levels in 2009 before edging down in 2010.  Business formation is forecast to continue sliding through 2009 
before beginning a rebound in 2010.  The brutal contraction in softwood lumber manufacturing that began in 
2007 is not expected to begin reversing until 2010. 

Economic Analysis of BC, Volume 28, number 6, 2008, Central 1 Credit Union 

2009 E C O N O M I C  FO R E C A S T  

City News 
December  2008  
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Education 
Adopting a new strategic plan in 2008 - entitled "Focus on the Future" - set the direction for NLC's decision-

making processes for the next three years in meeting the educational and training needs of northern British 
Columbia. 

The strategic plan outlines goals that will see new and expanded programming to serve a growing and 
diverse student body, staff and instructional development, the negotiation of new and expanded community 
and corporate partnerships, and modeling environmental stewardship through the use of clean energy and 
environmentally sound operational practices. 

Students benefited from programming decisions at NLC that reflected the needs of local and regional 
industry. 

The South Peace Campus opened in Dawson Creek as NLC took over the Automotive Service Technician and 
Heavy Duty/Commercial Transport Technician Foundation programs previously operated by the British 
Columbia Institute of Technology. The Esthetics and Nail Care Technology program also moved to the new 
facilities, along with the new Hairstyling/Cosmetology program that opened with a full class of 16 students. 

Additional programming decisions by NLC in 2008 included: 

• Dividing Land and Resource Management into three stand-alone credential programs. 

• Offering programs such as Culinary Arts on site at Halfway River and Fort Nelson First Nations. 

• Partnering with three other institutions to offer Northern Collaborative Information Technology. 

• And negotiating credit transfer agreements with institutions such as Royal Roads University and Emily 
Carr University for NLC graduates in Criminology and Visual and Graphic Communication Arts 
respectively. 

The year 2009 promises to be bright as NLC continues to pursue the goals of the strategic plan, as well as 
the direction it started in 2008 as B.C.'s Energy College. 

Fundraising will continue in 2009 for Energy House, to be built at the Dawson Creek Campus. NLC is 
working with various community and corporate partners, and will be seeking out additional support for the $5 
million project. 

Energy House is slated to include a training tower for wind turbine maintenance technicians and safety 
personnel, a training facility that will be the focal point for several types of clean energy programming, and an 
operational wind turbine. 

NLC will continue to train skilled workers for the oil and gas industry, with that training based in the Jim 
Kassen Industry Training Centre in Fort St. John. 

NLC will continue to focus on its work with regional School Districts, Northern Opportunities, and corporate 
and industry partners. These partnerships allow students to benefit through Dual Credit programming, special 
on-campus events such as YES-2-IT and Experience NLC, and through the donation of key pieces of equipment 
that allow students to receive the most current educational and training opportunities. 

New programming planned for 2009 includes Geomatics Engineering Technology, offered in partnership 
with BCIT; Adventure Tourism at the Tumbler Ridge Campus; and the expansion of Workplace Essential Skills and 
Pre-Employment Workplace Essential Skills throughout the NLC service area. 

NLC serves the northern third of British Columbia, an area totaling 308,000 square kilometres, with 
campuses in Atlin, Chetwynd, Dawson Creek, Dease Lake, Fort Nelson, Fort St. John, and Tumbler Ridge. 

NLC offers programming in a number of areas including: 19 different Trades and Apprenticeships areas; 
Vocational and Career Technical programs; Career and College Preparation; Human Development, Education 
and Care; University Arts and Sciences; Business and Management; Workforce Training and Continuing 
Education; and Health Care. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

N O RT H E R N  LI G H T S  C O L L E G E  




