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The Dawson Creek Community Profile & 

Investment Guide and In the News are filled with 
information and statistical data.  Although every 
effort was made in good faith to ensure the accuracy 
of information contained herein, Dawson Creek 
Catholic Social Services accepts no warranty nor 
accepts liability from any incorrect, incomplete or 
misleading information or its improper use.  For more 
information, please contact The City of Dawson Creek 
at 250-784-3600. 
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January 2008 

www.dawsoncreek.ca 
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Creek, its inhabitants, lifestyle and businesses, 
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LA B O U R FO RC E   

Northeastern BC Unemployment Rates   
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

2003 8.9 8.2 7.1 7.2 6.7 7.2 7.2 7.7 7.9 6.8 6.0 4.3 
2004 4.4 4.2 4.6 5.0 6.3 8.3 9.0 8.0 6.3 4.7 —* —* 
2005 4.9 4.5 5.0 4.1 5.4 5.2 4.9 4.2 4.4 4.4 —* —* 
2006 —* —* —* —* —* 4.4 —* —* 4.2 5.2 4.9 —* 
2007 —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* 

* The unemployment rate for Northeastern BC has been suppressed due to high sample variance. 

2008 —* —* —* 4.3 5.0 5.9 6.2 6.3 5.8 5.0 4.5 3.6 
2009 4.6            

Employment 
February 2009  

In January 2009, the unemployment rate in BC is 5.5% and 4.2% in Alberta. 

• The province’s unemployment rate leaped 0.8 percentage points higher to 6.1% in January (seasonally 
adjusted), the highest month-over month increase in the jobless rate recorded since late 2001. 
Employment dropped 1.5%, representing a loss of 35,100 jobs as British Columbia continued to feel the 
pinch of the global economic downturn. The employment decline in BC was deeper than in any other 
province and nearly twice the national average (–0.8%). 

The goods sector took a drubbing in January as employment tumbled 6.9%. Manufacturers shed 
nearly one-tenth (–9.6%) while job losses continued to accumulate in the construction industry (–4.8%), 
which saw its fourth consecutive monthly decline in January. After two months of gains late in 2008, 
employment weakened in forestry, fishing & mining (–5.9%). 

Employment in the service sector was 0.1% lower than the previous month. The number of jobs grew 
most significantly in professional, scientific & technical (+4.6%), health care (+2.2%) and finance, insurance 
& real estate (+1.5%). However, these gains were offset by a drop in employment in other industries such 
as transportation & warehousing (–4.3%) and trade (–1.9%). Data Source: Statistics Canada 

• Nowhere in the province were job losses felt more keenly than in Cariboo where employment 
plummeted (–7.2%, 3-month moving average). Kootenay (–1.0%) and Mainland/Southwest (–1.6%) also 
saw employment opportunities shrink. 

However, many regions saw gains in the number of jobs offered, but had these increases 
overshadowed by a rising number of people looking for work. In Northeast, employment rose 8.5%, but 
an 11.0% increase in the size of the region’s labour force pushed unemployment 1.0 percentage points 
higher to 4.6%. While there were 4.0% more jobs in Vancouver Island/Coast, the number of jobseekers 
was up by 4.7% resulting in a higher jobless rate (5.1%). Similar scenarios unfolded in Thompson/
Okanagan where unemployment rose to 7.0% and North Coast/Nechako where the jobless rate jumped 
to 9.3%. Data Source: Statistics Canada 

BC Stats Infoline Issue: 09-05 February 6, 2009 
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B U I L D I N G  P E R M I T S  
For the month of January 2009, there were 5 building permits issued.  Total value of construction is 

$2,966,272.  The permits were issued for one single family dwelling, one multi-family, one garage/renovation 
and two commercial. 

Construction 
February  2009  

The provincial government announced it would replace the Bissette Creek Bridge south of Pouce Coupe on 
Highway 2.  

Peace River South MLA Blair Lekstrom announced the plan on Feb. 13, which will see the wooden bridge 
replaced with a steel one due to safety concerns. Construction is scheduled to begin in June and will be 
completed in October.  

“This is an important project for the future growth of our community," said Lekstrom. "The new bridge will 
not only increase load capacity for industrial traffic but also provide safer access for crossing pedestrians with a 
wider concrete sidewalk.” 

Northeast News 

BI S S E T  C R E E K  B R I D G E R E P L AC E M E N T 

Dawson Creek District Hospital 
Cast-in-place concrete structural frame, structural 

steel frame, electric heating system, The work 
includes new Building construction, modifications to 
the Building construction, modifications to the 
existing building; Exterior drive & ramps, and leveler. 
Work includes transportation; Site, architectural, 
structural, mechanical and electrical. 

$1,000,000 estimated construction cost. 
OUT TO TENDER 

Journal of Commerce 

Dawson Creek Area 
Resurfacing, through level course and overlay 

paving, approximately 33.45 kms of road in the South 
Peace District, including the following candidate 
roads: 1.8 km of Alaska Ave through Dawson Creek; 
0.75 km of Hwy 2 near the Dawson Creek Multiplex; 
All 24 km of the Sweetwater/Mathews Park Rd; the 
East 4 km of Parkland Rd; 1.4 km of the Old Hart 
Hwy; the South 1.0 km of the Sunset Prairie Rd (to 
McLeod School); 0.5 km of Brookbank Sub Rd near 
Pouce Coupe. 

$1,000,000 estimated construction cost 
OUT TO TENDER 

Journal of Commerce 
Dawson Creek District Hospital 

The work consists of the renovations of 280 m² of 
the existing unfinished basement storage area, within 
the existing Hospital, to facilitate the new Pharmacy 
including Offices, Conference/Library, Inventory, 
Packaging, Dispensary, AnteRoom, Narcotics Room 
and Storage Rooms 

$450,000 estimated construction cost 
OUT TO TENDER 

Journal of Commerce 

LOA D I N G  DO C K  

P H A R M AC Y 

SO U T H  P E AC E  
R OA DWO R K  
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NUMBER OF WELLS DRILLED 
IN BC  

1997 583 

1998 652 

1999 627 

2000 777 

2001 882 

2002 646 

2003 1049 

2004 1213 

Oil & Gas Commission 

2005 1376 

2006 1416 

2007 899 

2008 882 

2009 229 

OIL & GAS SALES 

BC’s 2008 year-end total was $2.66 
billion as 756,752 hectares were 

auctioned off at an average of $3,518 
per hectare. 

Total 2006 - $629.85 million 

Total 2005 - $533.99 million 

Total 2004 - $232 million 

Total 2003 - $646.68 million 

Total 2002 - $288.54 million 

Total 2001 - $439.47 million 

Total 2000 - $248.24 million 

Total 1999 - $176.17 million 

Total 1998 - $94.34 million 

Total 1997 - $211.70 million 

Nickle’s Energy Group 

Total 2007 - $1.047 billion 

Energy 
F E B RUA RY O I L  & GA S  SA L E 

As of February 24, 2009, there were 76 rigs drilling, 23 
released and 9 rigs prepped to spud. 

Oil & Gas Commission 

A C T I V E OI L  R I G S  

February 2009  

The Feb. 25 oil and gas land rights sale generated $17.6 million 
in bonus bids, bringing the fiscal year total to over $2.409 billion. 

Ninety-eight parcels covering 32,639 hectares in BC were 
offered, and bids were accepted on 89 parcels covering 29,171 
hectares for an average price of $603 per hectare. 

The key parcels in the sale included: 
Two drilling licences, with bids of approximately $750 and $860 

per hectare for a total of over $953,000, located within the Noel 
gas field approximately 30 km northeast of Tumbler Ridge. 

Six lease bids of between $3,000 and $5,100 per hectare for a 
total of over $6.5 million located west of the Beg gas field, 
approximately 115 km north of Hudson’s Hope. 

Drilling licences provide the exclusive right to explore for 
petroleum and natural gas by drilling wells; they are acquired by 
the successful bidder at the Crown sale; primary terms of three, four 
or five years depending on location. 

Leases provide the exclusive right to produce petroleum and 
natural gas; they are acquired by the successful bidder at the 
Crown sale, or selected from permits and drilling licences; primary 
terms are five or 10 years depending on location. 

The final sale for fiscal 2008-2009 is scheduled for March 25, 
2009 and will offer 37 parcels covering 14,666 hectares. 

Government of BC News Release 
February 2008 - $116.92 million 
February 2007 - $19.97 million 
February 2006 - $53.07 million 
February 2005 - $18.45 million 
February 2004 - $17.44 million 
February 2003 - $23.69 million 
February 2002 - $7.14 million 
February 2001 - $125.85 million 
February 2000 - $20.33 million 
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Z E D I  I N C .  

Energy 
February  2009  

Zedi Inc. effective Jan. 1, 2009,  is managing contract operators for Shell Canada Energy’s production 
operations in Northeastern British Columbia, through its J&J Oilfield Division. 

They will cover the 150 gas wells and plants previously owned by Duvernay Oil Co. that are spread 
throughout Brassey, Sundown, Groundbirch, Sunset Prairie and Saturn, BC. 

By outsourcing contract operators, Shell’s head office team will not have the constant challenge of hiring 
and managing operators remotely. Zedi will provide and manage the manpower, allowing Shell to focus on the 
strategic well optimization decisions. 

With a solid safety record, Zedi’s northern operation has a full time health, safety and environment specialist 
in addition to the operators, lead operators and foremen who are fully qualified to install, maintain and 
troubleshoot all of the Shell wells and plants. 

 Nickle’s Energy Group 

Apart from British Columbia, well completions slumped in January to levels last experienced in 2002. 
Wells spudded during January, a more accurate barometer of activity levels, told a similar tale with British 

Columbia operators starting 164 new wells, six per cent more than a year earlier with all other provinces 
showing declines. 

Operators spudded a total of 1,485 new wells last month, down 26% from 2,012 for January 2008. 
Well completions reported to the Bulletin by operators and governments totalled 1,179 compared to 2,015 

for the same month in 2008. Both oil (156 wells) and gas (606 wells) completions in Alberta were the lowest 
since 2002, according to Bulletin records. 

Saskatchewan operators spudded 217 wells in January versus 252 a year ago. Reported completions 
reached 169 versus 225 last year. 

British Columbia completions amounted to 135 wells last month. 
Nickle’s Energy Group 

TransCanada Corporation says it has received commitments from shippers for firm gas transportation 
contracts from the Montney Groundbirch area of Northeastern British Columbia with volumes expected to reach 
1.1 bcf per day by 2014. 

A proposed $250 million pipeline is expected to begin service in the fourth quarter of 2010, subject to 
receipt of necessary regulatory approvals. The proposed 77 kilometre pipeline will begin at the Groundbirch 
meter station with a tie-in point to the Alberta system. 

 The company is still finalizing details associated with a binding open season and pipeline extension project 
to service the Horn River shale gas area in Northeastern B.C. with the Alberta System. The Horn River project is 
expected to go into service in early 2011. 

Nickle’s Energy Group 

T R A N SC A N A DA  C O R P O R AT I O N 

C O M P L E T I O N S  & S P U D S  
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Talisman Energy Inc. has big plans for the Farrell Montney natural gas play in northeast British Columbia, 
with $7.5 billion in capital requirements over a 10-year period. 

According to a presentation from the company to Hudson’s Hope town council,  Talisman plans to develop 
60 sections and the piloting schedule for 2009 will include two rigs in the first quarter and three rigs in the third 
and fourth quarters. This year, the company is planning seven wells, four horizontal and three vertical. 

The horizontal wells will be de drilled off two pads and the vertical locations will be used for future 
horizontal drilling. Also listed on the development plan is a scalable facility with initial capacity of 15 to 20 mmcf 
per day which requires a one-kilometre pipeline. 

The company is surveying pad and facility locations and expects permitting in the spring. The facility could 
be onstream by Nov. 1, 2009. 

According to the presentation, Talisman operates and maintains roughly 160 wells, four gas plants and 
associated facilities and pipelines across northeast BC. Current production from the area is roughly 150 mmcf per 
day which accounts for about 15% of the company’s North American gas production. 

Nickle’s Energy Group 

TA L I S M A N  E N E RG Y IN C .  

Canada Energy Partners announced that drilling has commenced on the first Moosebar Shale horizontal 
well on its Peace River Project in Northeast British Columbia. The location of the first well has been chosen where 
an unstimulated natural gas flow occurred from the Moosebar Shale formation while drilling a deeper CBM well. 
The Company owns 50% working interest in the Peace River CBM Project production facilities including gas 
plant, compressor station and a tie-in to intercontinental Spectra Energy pipeline which crosses the property. 

This is the first horizontal well targeting the Moosebar Shale formation on Canada Energy's 50,000 acre 
(approximately 78 sections) Peace River Project. Under the Joint Venture Agreement Canada Energy is the 
Operator of the Moosebar Shale rights. In addition to 50% working interest it already owns, Canada Energy has 
the right or option to earn an aggregate 75% to 87.5% interest in the Moosebar Shale rights under the Peace 
River Project acreage subject to certain drilling obligations and elections by the Joint Venture Partner. 

Canada Energy Partners is an active oil and gas exploration and development company. Canada Energy 
possesses a large concentrated land position in a high-impact, multi-zone, natural gas-bearing area in northeast 
British Columbia. 

 Rig Zone 

C A N A DA  E N E RG Y  PA RT N E R S  

Strad Energy Services has announced two additions to its management team as well as a new shop in 
Dawson Creek, British Columbia. 

At Strad Controls, Ken Partsch joins the team as general manager. He brings 25 years of experience in the 
electrical and instrumentation (E&I) industry. Partsch comes to Strad from a Canadian oil and gas company 
where he managed all aspects of E&I construction. 

In addition, Strad Compression and Strad Controls have announced the opening of a new location for both 
divisions in Dawson Creek, British Columbia. The new northeast BC location expands both group’s mobility and 
level of service to the industry. For Strad Compression, this new shop houses both companies and marks Strad 
Compression’s 11th location and Strad Controls’ sixth location. 

Nickle’s Energy Group 

S T R A D  E N E RG Y  S E RV I C E S  

Energy 
February 2009  
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Storm Exploration Inc. boosted its production, recorded stronger profits in 2008 and plans to continue 
developing its Montney property in northeast British Columbia in 2009. 

Storm's capital budget for 2009 has been reduced to reflect the current natural gas price environment and 
includes capital investment totalling $75 million with roughly 50% of this being invested in the first half of 
2009. This includes $11 million to expand infrastructure at Parkland in B.C. which will be funded with debt 
while cash flow will be used to fund the remainder of Storm's 2009 capital budget assuming a natural gas 
price of $5.25 per gigajoule at AECO. 

Storm has allocated $50 million to drilling, completion and tie-ins, $11 million to expanding infrastructure 
at Parkland, $5 million for land and seismic and $9 million for miscellaneous projects and contingency items. 
Over 90% of the company's capital budget will be invested in the Parkland area. 

Infrastructure investment at Parkland includes $5 million in the first quarter to complete a second facility 
increasing capacity in the area by 12.5 mmcf per day. Storm plans to spend an additional $6 million in the third 
quarter to electrify and further increase the capacity of the second facility to 25-30 mmcf per day. An additional 
$6 million, not at present included in the capital budget, may be invested in the second half of the year to 
install a liquids extraction plant at the second facility, which will reduce gas shrinkage and increase natural gas 
liquids recoveries. 

In 2009, activity will continue to be focused at Parkland where the company plans to drill further wells. 
To date in the first quarter, Storm has drilled one successful vertical step-out to its Montney discovery and 

has completed three standing horizontals drilled in the fourth quarter of 2008. One of these was pipeline 
connected in mid-January and is currently producing 3.5 mmcf per day while the other two have been 
completed with both having final restricted test rates of nine mmcf per day. 

One more vertical step-out and one horizontal Montney development remains to be drilled in the first 
quarter program. As well, the company recently negotiated the termination of a farm-in agreement it entered 
into last year in the Sunrise area. 

Geological mapping suggests that there is still potential to further expand the size of the discovery which 
could cover as many as 15 sections. As a result, Storm plans to drill five more vertical step-outs in 2009 with 
two of these in the first quarter. 

Development of the Montney discovery continues to progress as expected, management said. The 
company is currently producing 27 mmcf per day of gross raw gas from 11 horizontal Montney gas wells plus 
three mmcf per day of gross raw gas from 10 Montney vertical wells. Two more horizontal wells drilled late last 
year have been completed, tested, pipeline connected and are expected to come on production by the end of 
March, 2009. 

Storm's capital budget will be reviewed in mid-2009 and in the event that natural gas prices are higher or 
lower than expected, the company will adjust capital spending at that time to better match cash flow. 

Nickle’s Energy Group 

S T O R M  E X P L O R AT I O N 

Energy 
February  2009  
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Murphy Oil Corporation President and Chief Executive Officer David Wood told analysts that the company 
will reduce costs throughout the organization and may further slice capital spending if commodity prices don't 
recover, but added it will spend at least $1.5 billion this year. 

The company's Tupper play in Northeastern British Columbia will continue to be at the forefront of company 
activity in 2009. 

At Tupper, natural gas production commenced during the third week in December and is currently flowing 
about 30 mmcf per day. Production has been impacted by bitterly cold weather and a slower start up in the 
company's new plant. Current production is sourced from nine wells located on two pads. 

Murphy continues to drill wells in both its Tupper main producing location and on its Tupper west acreage 
as well. 

The Montney zone in Tupper west is coming in better and well results from the nine vertical wells thus far 
have been very positive. 

Murphy now own rights to 130 net sections in the Montney play. 
The company believes that the current down cycle presents opportunity for the company to expand its 

North American natural gas holdings. 
Nickle’s Energy Group 

Improvements to the Deep Well Royalty Program, aimed at increasing competitiveness and generating 
incremental activity in B.C.’s oil and gas industry was announced in early February, 2009. 

The Deep Well Royalty Program Credit program was introduced in 2003 as part of the Oil and Gas 
Development Strategy and was aimed at developing B.C.’s deep natural gas resources. The program specifically 
targets deep wells of more than 2,500 metres for vertical wells and more than 2,300 metres for horizontal wells. 
The program effectively reflects the increased costs associated with accessing deep resource plays and is 
designed to encourage greater exploratory activity and maximize development of resources. 

Three changes have been introduced to the program, which includes modification of the location of the 
east/west line to reflect updated geological, reservoir and drilling data, recognition of longer portions of 
horizontal lengths drilled, and improvements to the well qualification criteria. 

These improvements are part of an economic and competitiveness strategy designed to stimulate economic 
growth of British Columbia’s oil and gas industry. 

The announcement builds on the BC Energy Plan commitment to make B.C. one of the most competitive 
jurisdictions in North America. 

Government of BC 

D E E P W E L L  ROYA LT Y  P RO G R A M  

M U R P H Y  OI L  

Energy 
February 2009  
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City News 
LI V ESM A R T  R E C O G N I T I O N 

An assertion by City of Dawson Creek’s administration that money can’t always dictate how things are 
accomplished has earned them recognition by the provincial government program, LiveSmart BC. 

“It’s not just about economics,” said Emanuel Machado, Director of Corporate Planning and Sustainable 
Community Development.  “We also have to consider a triple bottom line approach.” 

Machado explained the triple bottom line means in addition to economics; a project will also have to include 
considerations of environmental and social conditions. 

“In some cases, we might have the money to do it, but socially or environmentally it’s too costly, and the 
reverse also applies,” said Machado, who went on to explain the reason why Dawson Creek was chosen for a 
LiveSmart BC Award. 

“Essentially the Green City awards were to recognize cities that work toward sustainability,” he said.  “The 
first year (of LiveSmart) focused on energy planning.  This year, because we’ve obviously expanded into all facets 
of sustainability, we were recognized for that.” 

The other two factors Dawson Creek was recognized for was a city planning program, or a charette, and 
social planning through youth engagement. 

The charette was the process of looking at how the city is designed and creating a plan of what it could look 
like in the future. 

“We used land north of the city as sort of a practice run to test what kinds of houses, what kind of streets, 
green spaces and so on reflect on the kind of community we are,” said Machado.  “Green space, storm water 
management, alternative transportation, walkability were some of the most important things for people so we 
incorporated those wishes into the design itself.” 

The social plan was a yearlong process to recognize that every community has social issues to address and 
getting first hand information from front-line workers on how to address them. 

“We engaged with the community services network, representing all the social agencies in the community,” 
Machado said. 

They then brought in the Social Planning and Research Council of BC (SPARC) to help create a social plan.  
The plan identified the role the City could play in addressing issues such as housing, youth engagement, 
education and trades, and becoming a generally more welcoming community. 

Rounding out the City’s sustainability efforts was the continued energy planning on the road to becoming 
self-sufficient, by producing green power from local, renewable sources. 

This includes the addition of solar powered units on municipal buildings to offset electricity and natural gas 
use, the initial phase in a project to bring community owned wind power to the city and a bioenergy study. 

“We wanted to look at agriculture and forestry waste and find out what is available that could be turned into 
energy, but doesn’t come from a food source, or doesn’t compete with an existing industry,” said Machado.  
“That would offset our natural gas as well and the emissions that come with that.” 

The Mirror 

February  2009  
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P ROV I N C I A L  B U D G E T 

A GR E E N  B U S I N E S S  
When Gridiron Fitness opened in downtown Dawson Creek, the owners wanted the new gym and fitness 

facility to be environmentally friendly and offer more than just a blue recycling bin for patrons to toss their empty 
juice bottles. 

The original building was constructed in 1948 and so the exterior insulation was replaced as were the 
windows.  These changes as well as installing high efficiency furnaces have brought the heating costs down 
almost $300 per month.  A programmable thermostat reduces the temperature during the times the building is 
closed to patrons. 

Another sensible, energy-saving strategy was to have the hot air from the electrical room vented into the 
main room.  

The lights were upgraded to 32 watt fluorescent or to compact fluorescent.  The TVs shut off automatically 
ever night and lights are on sensors in many rooms to minimize wasted power. 

As well, 10 of the 16 cardio machines are self-powered.  The televisions on the cardio machines only turn on 
when someone starts using the machine. 

The hot water tank has been replaced with an on-demand water heater, that lists the cost to heat water at 
$195 a year.  The showers use low flow showerheads and high-efficiency front loading washers clean the 15-20 
loads of towels a day. 

Additional upgrades are to rewrap the outside of the building and to re-insulate the roof for further savings. 
The Mirror 

The management team for the EnCana Events Centre has reported their first year of operation as a success. 
During the 2008 season, which didn’t officially begin until the Robert Munsch show in May, Global Spectrum 

reported a total of 22,141 people attending events. 
The 2009 business plan for the facility revealed a total of $873,069 in revenue generated through events in 

2008.  This comes to $214,108 net revenue after promoter payouts.  The remainder is applied to building costs. 

Bigger shows and more of them was the basis of the business plan’s future predictions, and the 2008 shows 
have given management an idea of what will fill the seats. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

The province’s fiscal 2009 budget contains some economic stimulus for the Peace region. 
Rural Peace residents could be the biggest local winners, as an additional $9 million is being added to Fair 

Share funds over the next three years.  That will mean an estimated $29 million to be divvied up this year, and 
$32 million and $35 million in subsequent years.  Fair Share funding is meant for projects in rural communities 
and is derived from oil and gas revenues to the province. 

The province is also pitching in $6 million to help the Ministry of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources to 
develop the Horn River Basin shale gas play near Fort Nelson.  Over the next three years, $94 million is being 
committed to maintenance and upgrades of rural resource roads, and $30 million is being given to the Rural BC 
Secretarial for economic development. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

City News 
February 2009  

E N C A N A  E V E N T S  C E N T R E 
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Education 
G R A D UAT I O N  RAT E S  

S T R E E T  Y O U T H  P RO J E C T  

South Peace Secondary is showing improvement in graduation rates for First Nations students and the 
Grade 12 students as a whole, said School District 59 Superintendent Cathy Sawchuk. 

The six-year high school completion rate for 2007-08 is 67.3% for SD59.  The numbers are significantly 
higher for girls (71.9%) than boys (62.5%). 

Of 320 students taking their first attempt at graduating, 248 (76%) were able to do so,  with slightly more 
girls (78%) than boys (74%) accomplishing the feat. 

The six-year data doesn’t factor in students who move away from the school district partway through their 
education, making the numbers appear artificially low. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

The school district is embarking on a new program for drop-outs and street youth that will mark the largest 
collaboration the district has ever undertaken with other partners. 

The Ministry of Children & Family Development, the South Peace Community Resources Society, City of 
Dawson Creek, Nawican Friendship Centre, Peace River South MLA Blair Lekstrom and the Dawson Creek RCMP 
are all hoping to make a success of the as-yet unnamed project aimed at the roughly 60 young people that have 
become disconnected from the school system. 

The two-year model will use a “lifestyle coaching” model to target those in the 12-25 age bracket to help 
youth set goals and achieve success. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

Parkhill Elementary Grade 1 teacher Elaine Fitzpatrick has won a National Inclusive Education award from 
the Canadian Association for Community Living after being nominated by the parent of one of her former 
students. 

Over the years, Fitzpatrick has tried to fully include each of her students in school life. 

Fitzpatrick is one of three individuals and organizations being recognized in BC as part of national Inclusive 
Education Week, celebrated from Feb. 15-22, across Canada.  The award ceremony will be held in Victoria in 
June. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

February  2009  

P A R K H I L L  T E AC H E R  WI N S  A WA R D 
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Y E S -2 - IT  

Education 
February 2009  

Approximately 160 Grades 9-10 students from through School District 59 had the opportunity to sample 
Dual Credit programming available at Northern Lights College. 

The students visited NLC’s Dawson Creek and South Peace campuses for the annual YES-2-IT (Youth 
Exploring Skills to Industry Training) event. 

The event allows the students to learn about Dual Credit programs available in Dawson Creek or through 
distributed delivery. 

A unique aspect of YES-2-IT is its focus on hands-on involvement, as students are encouraged to try out 
aspects of their selected programs through activities that are developed and overseen by the program instructors 
specifically for this event. 

For example, students built birdhouses in Carpentry/Residential Construction, tried different types of 
welding, completed a drawing in Visual and Graphic Communication Arts, tried hair dying in Hairstylist/
Cosmetology, took apart a computer in Northern Collaborative Information Technology, or sat in a helicopter 
cockpit in Aircraft Maintenance. 

Hands-on participation has increased in the past two years, thanks to contributions from EnCana and the 
Industry Training Authority (ITA). 

Last year, steel-toed, slip-on safety shoes were purchased by EnCana to allow students greater access to 
trades shops.  This year, sponsorship from EnCana and the ITA allowed the purchase of hard hats, gloves and 
welding smocks. Thereby allowing even more hands-on involvement.  Each student also got an event T-shirt, 
thanks to sponsorship from Northern Opportunities. 

The safety equipment will be used at other YES-2-IT events this year in Fort Nelson and Fort St John, as well 
as in future years. 

Dual Credit programming allows secondary school students to enrol in certain college programs, and earn 
credits at both levels, while still in secondary school. 

Other Dual Credit programs that were featured included Automotive Service Technician, Heavy Duty/
Commercial Transport Technician, Applied Business Technology, Social Services Worker Diploma, Esthetics and 
Nail Care Technology, Early Childhood Education, Plumbing, Millwright and Home Support/Resident Care 
Attendant. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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Human Services 
The Dawson Creek and District Hospital Foundation had the most successful year of fundraising in their 17-

year history. 

“We were really fortunate,” foundation president Kristina Van De Walle said. “Everybody in this community 
gets onboard, so it’s exciting.”  

They celebrated that success with a dinner to honour donors on Jan. 9 at the Dawson Creek Curling Rink. 

This year, over $500,000 was raised from corporations, individuals and charities.  
This was the second year the foundation hosted a dinner for donors, and the third year of its Lights for Life 

campaign, which raises corporate donations through various events over the course of year. 

The money raised through events like the Have a Heart Radio-a-thon and the Change Can Change a Life 
campaign raised money for hospital upgrades and equipment such as hospital beds and blankets, a wound vac 
to clean wounds, a portable X-ray machine and much more.  

Of particular importance was the equipment for pre and post-natal care as there were a record number of 
babies born in Dawson Creek last year, according to Van De Walle. 

“We bought bassinettes and neo-natal syringes and fetal heart monitors,” she said. “All of those kinds of 
things that we needed … just to care for that many babies.” 

Despite the success of last year, the foundation already has a big wish list for this year, a total of $1.5 million 
in equipment and renovations. One of the priorities will be the ongoing expansions to the cancer unit. 

“We hope to be able to offer six chemotherapy units,” Van De Walle said, “so that six people simultaneously 
would be able to receive chemotherapy treatment.” 

Another will be an overhaul to the hospital’s operating rooms.  
“If we have the only two orthopaedic surgeons and they don’t have the equipment they need, that’s crazy,” 

Van De Walle said.  
Northeast News 

F R E E S T Y L E M O T OC RO S S  
A sell-out crowd of about 3,600 people witnessed high-flying dirt bikers scrape the rafters of the EnCana 

Events Centre during the 2009 Freestyle MotoCross World Tour event.  The Valentine’s Day show featured 
nearly a dozen riders engaged in an ongoing points competition that runs through a 15-show tour, culminating 
in a finals held in Las Vegas.  The Dawson Creek show was the 12th show on the tour, and the riders said the 
dimensions of the event centre allowed them to go higher and farther than usual. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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Culture 
A RT S  C O U N C I L  FU N D I N G 

T H E  N Y L O N S  

The Province has awarded more than 260 grants totalling more than $6 million to artists and cultural 
organizations in British Columbia through the most recent round of BC Arts Council funding. 

Grants were awarded to artists and organizations from a range of artistic disciplines, including visual and 
media arts, music and creative writing.  Organizations receiving funding include museums, community arts 
councils, and festival societies as well as arts education and training organizations, such as the Arts Starts in 
Schools Society, which brings performances, workshops and residencies to schools in every region of the 
province. 

The Peace-Liard Regional Arts Council received $20,500 and the South Peace Community Arts Council 
received $10,770 for operating assistance.  The Chetwynd Community Arts Council received $7,177 for 
operating assistance and Writing on the Ridge of Rolla received $3,000 for project assistance. 

Government of BC News Release 

They’ve been around for 30 years, but Canadian a cappella vocal group The Nylons had never played in 
Dawson Creek until February. 

For most of the all-ages crowd at the Unchagah Hall, the wait was worth it, as the group proved to be a 
polished feel-good act.  They easily won over the crowd with their lush vocal harmonies and surprisingly witty 
stage banter between songs. 

Dawson Creek was the second stop of 2009 after previously playing in North Vancouver.  The group is 
doing six shows in BC and Alberta before moving on to Wisconsin in March and the Netherlands in April. 
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