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The Dawson Creek Community Profile & 

Investment Guide and In the News are filled with 
information and statistical data.  Although every 
effort was made in good faith to ensure the accuracy 
of information contained herein, Dawson Creek 
Catholic Social Services accepts no warranty nor 
accepts liability from any incorrect, incomplete or 
misleading information or its improper use.  For more 
information, please contact The City of Dawson Creek 
at 250-784-3600. 

 
Dawson Creek Catholic Social Services 

January 2008 

www.dawsoncreek.ca 
For more information about the City of Dawson 
Creek, its inhabitants, lifestyle and businesses, 

please contact: 
Mayor Mike Bernier 

City of Dawson Creek 
P.O. Box 150, 

Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G4 
Phone:  250-784-3616 

Fax:  250-782-3203 
Email:  admin@dawsoncreek.ca 
http://www.dawsoncreek.ca/  
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Northeastern BC Unemployment Rates   
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

2003 8.9 8.2 7.1 7.2 6.7 7.2 7.2 7.7 7.9 6.8 6.0 4.3 
2004 4.4 4.2 4.6 5.0 6.3 8.3 9.0 8.0 6.3 4.7 —* —* 
2005 4.9 4.5 5.0 4.1 5.4 5.2 4.9 4.2 4.4 4.4 —* —* 
2006 —* —* —* —* —* 4.4 —* —* 4.2 5.2 4.9 —* 
2007 —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* 

* The unemployment rate for Northeastern BC has been suppressed due to high sample variance. 

2008 —* —* —* 4.3 5.0 5.9 6.2 6.3 5.8 5.0 4.5 3.6 
2009 4.6 4.6           

Employment 
March 2009  

In February 2009, the unemployment rate in BC is 6.3% and 5.0% in Alberta. 

LA B O U R FO RC E   
• British Columbia’s unemployment rate jumped again in February, rising to 6.7% (seasonally adjusted). 

The latest increase brought the province’s jobless rate to its highest level in nearly four years, as 
employment fell (-0.2%) for the sixth straight month. 

Despite the recent increase, BC’s unemployment rate remains among the lowest in the country, and 
was a full percentage point below the national average (7.7%). However, British Columbia had the 
highest unemployment rate in western Canada. Rates in the Prairie provinces ranged from 4.7% in 
Saskatchewan to 5.4% in Alberta. 

Canada’s unemployment rate also continued to climb in February, rising to 7.7%. Job losses in 
Alberta (-1.2%), Ontario (-0.5%), Quebec (-0.5%), BC (-0.2%) and parts of Atlantic Canada all contributed 
to a 0.5% drop in employment. Data Source: Statistics Canada 

• Tighter labour market conditions are having an effect on regional unemployment rates, which ranged 
from a low of 4.6% (three month moving average, unadjusted) in Northeast to 9.8% in North Coast/
Nechako. Workers in Vancouver (5.7%, seasonally adjusted) and Victoria (5.8%) were less likely to be 
unemployed than those in other parts of the province. In Abbotsford, the jobless rate was 6.9%.  Data 
Source: Statistics Canada 

BC Stats Infoline Issue: 09-10 March 13, 2009 

BC is the first province in Canada to introduce legislation that dismantles barriers to full labour mobility for all 
trades and professions. 

Bill 9 supports the national Agreement on Internal Trade (AIT) and allows certified workers in any province 
to be recognized and practise their profession in any other Canadian jurisdiction. 

The new measure enables B.C. employers to hire skilled trades and professions from other parts of the 
country. This is important as retirements over the next 10 years are forecast to exceed the total number of 
students currently in the B.C. post-secondary system. Under the agreement, each province is responsible for 
maintaining and monitoring the working requirements through provincial legislation for regulated occupations, 
including engineers and certified trades. 

Reed Construction Data 

F U L L  LA B O U R M O B I L I T Y  
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B U I L D I N G  P E R M I T S  
For the month of February 2009, there were four 

building permits issued.  Total value of construction 
wast $606,100.  The permits were issued for two 
garage/renovation, one commercial and one 
industrial.  Year-to-date figures show there were nine 
building permits issued.  Total value of construction is 
$3,572,372..  The permits were issued for one single 
family dwelling, one multi-family, three garage/
renovation, three commercial and one industrial. 

City of Dawson Creek 

Construction 
March 2009  

Northern Lights College - Dawson Creek Campus 
NLC requires the demolition of three buildings 

and removal of material and debris, in accordance 
with all applicable municipal, provincial and federal 
regulations. 
AWARD 

Tucker's Contract Services 
PO Box 336 
Taylor BC V0C 2K0 
Phone: 250-789-3681 

Journal of Commerce 

Dawson Creek District Hospital 
Cast-in-place concrete structural frame, structural 

steel frame, electric heating system, The work 
includes new Building construction, modifications to 
the Building construction, modifications to the 
existing building; Exterior drive & ramps, and leveler. 
Work includes transportation; Site, architectural, 
structural, mechanical and electrical. 

$1,000,000 estimated construction cost. 

LOW BID 
Hegge Construction Ltd 
620 114 Ave, PO Box 126 
Dawson Creek BC V1G 4G3  
Phone: 250-782-1282 
Fax 250-782-3183  
$745,700 

Journal of Commerce 

Dawson Creek Area 
Resurfacing, through level course and overlay 

paving, approximately 33.45 kms of road in the South 
Peace District, including the following candidate 
roads: 1.8 km of Alaska Ave through Dawson Creek; 
0.75 km of Hwy 2 near the Dawson Creek Multiplex; 
All 24 km of the Sweetwater/Mathews Park Rd; the 
East 4 km of Parkland Rd; 1.4 km of the Old Hart 
Hwy; the South 1.0 km of the Sunset Prairie Rd (to 
McLeod School); 0.5 km of Brookbank Sub Rd near 
Pouce Coupe. 

$1,000,000 estimated construction cost 

LOW BID 
Peter's Brothers Constr Ltd 
716 Okanagan Ave E,  
Penticton BC V2A 3K6  
Phone:  250-492-2626  
Fax: 250-493-4464  
$6,751,121 

Journal of Commerce 

D E M O L I T I O N 

SO U T H  P E AC E  
R OA DWO R K  

LOA D I N G  DO C K  
A D D I T I O N 

Dawson Creek Native Housing Society 
Cast-in-place concrete foundation, wood 

structural frame, fuel fired heating system, 
Construction of 25 unit 2-storey wood frame LEED 
certifiable residence complex and its associated site 
and landscaping work. 

$8,100,000 estimated construction cost. 
OUT TO TENDER 

Journal of Commerce 

A B O R I G I N A L  HO U S I N G  



- 5 - 

Briar Ridge Rd and Briar Ridge Area Roads (14.2 
km), Approx 15 Km South of Dawson Creek 

Resurfacing, through level course/overlay paving, 
14 kilometers of the existing Briar Ridge Road and 
roads within the Moore and Diamond Willow 
subdivisions (Briar Ridge Meadows Road, Diamond 
Willow Drive, Diamond Willow Subdivision Road, 
Johnson Subdivision Road, Moore Subdivision Road, 
Moore Way, Moore Drive) in the Briar Ridge area, 
approximately 15 kilometers South of Dawson Creek 

$1,000,000 estimated construction cost. 

OUT TO TENDER 
Journal of Commerce 

Dawson Creek District Hospital 
The work consists of the renovations of 280 m² of 

the existing unfinished basement storage area, within 
the existing Hospital, to facilitate the new Pharmacy 
including Offices, Conference/Library, Inventory, 
Packaging, Dispensary, Ante Room, Narcotics Room 
and Storage Rooms 

$450,000 estimated construction cost 
LOW BID 

Hegge Construction Ltd 
620 114 Ave, PO Box 126 
Dawson Creek BC V1G 4G3  
Phone: 250-782-1282 
Fax 250-782-3183  
$593,000 

Journal of Commerce 

P H A R M AC Y B R I A R  R I D G E  
R OA DWO R K  

Construction 
March 2009  

Progress Energy Resources has acquired 41,500 net undeveloped acres of Montney rights at the 
February 2009 British Columbia land sale. The acquired lands are immediately adjacent to the Company's current 
Montney holdings in the Foothills. 

At the land sale, Progress invested $13.2 million to acquire Montney and other rights on 16,620 hectares of 
land at a competitive cost of $792 per hectare or $319 per acre. Progress now holds 790,000 net undeveloped 
acres of Montney rights including the recently negotiated 45 net section farm-in in the Foothills. 

Progress drilled one horizontal and three vertical Montney wells in the fourth and first quarters in the 
Foothills and Gold Creek operating areas. The Company is currently completing the horizontal well which offsets 
a successful 2008 Montney vertical well in the Foothills and is drilling an additional three Montney vertical wells 
at this time. 

Rigzone 

P RO G R E S S  E N E RG Y RE S O U RC E S  

Energy 
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M A RC H  OI L  & GA S  SA L E 
Capping off a fiscal year which raised a record $2.4 billion, British 

Columbia pulled in just under $15.03 million for rights to 12 054 
hectares at a per-hectare average of $1,246 in the March land sale. 

The BC fiscal year ends March 31 and the 2008/2009 auction 
total trumped by $1.2 billion the previous record-breaking 12-month 
period and broke every tracked high for oil and gas land rights sales 
in the province. 

In calendar 2008, BC had raised a record $2.66 billion. The Horn 
River Basin and Montney shale formation areas in Northeastern BC 
accounted for 80% of the 2008-09 sales 

Through three land sales this year BC has collected $39.73 million 
for 51 505 hectares at an average of $771 per hectare, well down 
from $277.55 million, 154 748 hectares and a per-hectare average at 
just under $1,794 after the initial auctions in 2008. 

Key parcels in the March 2009 sale included: 

• One lease bid within the Montney of approximately $5,000 
per hectare for a total of almost $1.3 million located in the 
Groundbirch area approximately 32 km west of Dawson 
Creek. 

• Three lease bids of between $5,300 and $14,300 per hectare 
for a total of over $8 million located in the Sukunka area, 
approximately 40 km south of Chetwynd. 

• One drilling licence with bids over 
$2.7 million located northwest of 
t h e  G r o u n d b i r c h  f i e l d , 
approximately 60 km northwest of 
Dawson Creek. 

The BC government is optimistic about 
industry activity in the province this year, 
despite the economic downturn that has 
reduced spending. 

March 2008 - $152.47 million 
March 2007 - $38.48 million 
March 2006 - $20.27 million 
March 2005 - $18.45 million 
March 2004 - $17.60 million 
March 2003 - $35.22 million 
March 2002 - $60.18 million 
March 2001 - $31.00 million 
March 2000 - $15.48 million 

Nickle's Energy Group 

OIL & GAS SALES 

BC’s 2008 year-end total was $2.66 
billion as 756,752 hectares were 

auctioned off at an average of $3,518 
per hectare. 

Total 2006 - $629.85 million 

Total 2005 - $533.99 million 

Total 2004 - $232 million 

Total 2003 - $646.68 million 

Total 2002 - $288.54 million 

Total 2001 - $439.47 million 

Total 2000 - $248.24 million 

Total 1999 - $176.17 million 

Total 1998 - $94.34 million 

Total 1997 - $211.70 million 

Nickle’s Energy Group 

Total 2007 - $1.047 billion 

Energy 
March 2009  
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Energy 
March 2009  

Suncor Energy Inc. and Petro-Canada announced an agreement to merge in an all-stock deal that 
would create the second-largest Canadian-based oil and gas producer. In terms of actual Canadian production, 
the new Suncor-Petro-Canada merged company would rank third behind EnCana and Canadian Natural. 

Suncor and Petro-Canada expect the merger will be completed in the third quarter of 2009. The deal 
requires the support of two-thirds of each company's shareholders. The companies will delay their annual 
meetings so a combined shareholder meeting can be held in late May or early June. 

Nickle's Energy Group 

NUMBER OF WELLS DRILLED 
IN BC  

1997 583 

1998 652 

1999 627 

2000 777 

2001 882 

2002 646 

2003 1049 

2004 1213 

Oil & Gas Commission 

2005 1376 

2006 1416 

2007 899 

2008 882 

2009 229 

As of March 24, 2009, there were 
46 rigs drilling, 25 released and 2 rigs 
prepped to spud. 

Oil & Gas Commission 

A C T I V E OI L  R I G S  

SemCAMS Redwillow ULC expects to begin construction in 
September of 2009 on its Redwillow pipeline project following 
National Energy Board approval to construct and operate the 
project. 

The $151 million project to transport up to 79 mmcf per day of 
sour natural gas from Northeastern British Columbia to a gas plant 
in Northwestern Alberta should be in operation in May 2010. 

The Redwillow pipeline would transport the unprocessed sour 
gas containing up to 30% hydrogen sulphide nearly 150 kilometres, 
from the Grizzly Valley area southwest of Tumbler Ridge, BC. to 
near Wapiti, Alberta. The project would connect to the northwest 
Wapiti pipeline sour gas gathering system and transport sour gas to 
the currently underused Kaybob South #3 gas plant. 

The geological area to be served includes the Baldonnel trend 
(Ojay, Grizzly Valley and Deep Basin Cadomin) development in the 
western parts of 93-P and 93-I in Northeastern BC. The anchor 
customers on the project are Husky Oil Operations Limited, Shell 
Canada Energy and Suncor Energy Inc. which have trapped gas 
production in the Bullmoose area with initial wells containing 
multiple sour gas zones. The companies have agreed to a 10-year 
take or pay contracts for a total of 70 mmcf per day of gas and have 
indicated that further drilling operations will occur along the project 
route to maintain production. 

SemCAMS anticipates that the additional sour gas development 
along the trend would extend the delivery profile beyond the 10 
years. 

In its decision, the NEB determined that the project would 
represent a competitive alternative for area producers and could 
provide direct access to eastern markets through currently 
underutilized gathering and processing facilities that tie-in to both 
the Alliance Pipeline and TransCanada Corporation's Alberta 
system. 

Nickle's Energy Group 

R E DWI L L OW PI P E L I N E 

S U N C O R  & P E T RO-CA N A DA M E RG E 
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A decision to allow the National Energy Board to regulate the Alberta natural gas gathering system paves 
the way for a pair of new pipelines to tap the prolific Montney and Horn River shale gas plays. 

TransCanada Corp. said it has firm commitments for 1.5 billion cubic feet of natural gas a day--about 10% 
of Western Canada's current production -- from big unconventional gas basins in British Columbia. 

The company is proposing to build two pipelines worth a combined $890 million to tie in the Fort Nelson 
and Dawson Creek areas into the Alberta grid, which moves almost a fifth of all the gas produced in North 
America. 

TransCanada said the projects were predicated on gaining NEB regulatory authority for Nova Gas 
Transmission Ltd. which was formerly regulated by the Alberta Energy Resources and Conservation Board. 

Stephen Clark, a TransCanada vice-president responsible for western Canadian pipelines, said the decision 
allows the company to integrate new pipelines from production growth areas outside the province into the 
Alberta network. In the future, that could include the Mackenzie Valley and Alaska pipelines from the Arctic. 

The Horn River project consists of 155 kilometres to transport sweet gas to a tie-in point on TransCanada's 
existing Alberta system. The pipeline is expected to be operational early in the second quarter of 2011, subject to 
regulatory approvals. The proposed project is expected to cost approximately $340 million. 

TransCanada said it is also encouraged by the strong commercial support it has received for the developing 
shale gas reserves in the Montney formation of northeast BC where shippers have committed to firm contracts 
that will reach 1.1 billion cubic feet per day by 2014. 

The proposed Groundbirch pipeline will be about 78 kilometres and is expected to commence service in the 
fourth quarter of 2010 at a cost of approximately $250 million. 

Calgary Herald 

Initiatives focused on the northeast oil and gas service sector will provide new tools to help drive the industry 
to the next level. 

The new Service Sector Advisory Committee, plus a searchable database of BC service sector companies, and 
two Northeast BC-based Procurement Help Offices will ensure more BC businesses find and secure opportunities 
in BC’s lucrative oil and gas sector. 

The Service Sector Advisory Committee is tasked with supporting the growth of the service sector in British 
Columbia by providing expert knowledge to assist in the identification of priority issues and developing 
recommendations to address opportunities and challenges to economic development. The committee will 
consist of industry experts, economic development officers and service sector businesses. 

A free, online searchable database of BC service sector businesses will be available to oil and gas companies 
searching for local procurement.  It will include at least 75% of all known BC service sector companies classified 
using industry standards. The Ministry of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources provided $30,000 in a 
contribution agreement with Energy Services BC to develop this database. 

In addition to the database, the ministry, along with Energy Services BC, will establish two procurement help 
offices, one in Fort Nelson and the other in Dawson Creek, to help service sector companies navigate the 
complex procurement standards required by oil and gas companies. The offices will act as liaison between oil 
and gas companies working in the area and local service sector companies. 

Government of BC News Release 

S E RV I C E  S E C T O R  I N I T I AT I V E S  

T R A N SC A N A DA  C O R P .  

Energy 
March 2009  
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Energy 
March 2009  

A package of innovative, community-based initiatives related to oil and gas development has been created 
to enhance community life and improve relations between landowners and industry in Northeastern BC. Several 
program and regulatory areas, including those identified in the BC Energy Plan, have been developed. 

FOR COMMUNITIES 
Flaring Reduction Prior to 2016 

The Oil and Gas Commission will seek further reduction opportunities, regulatory enhancements and 
innovative techniques to accelerate the BC Energy Plan goal of eliminating routine flaring by 2016. The 
commission will be releasing an annual report with a summary of highlights to date and a new quarterly 
reporting process will provide more information to residents about the steps being taken to manage these 
emissions. 

Develop Best Practices to be a Good Neighbour 

The Ministry of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources, in co-operation with industry, will start a 
regional “good neighbour” initiative between companies and landowners. Its focus will be on matters of 
community concern such as speed and dust control. 

FOR LANDOWNERS 
Establish an Independent Farmer’s Advocate 

An independent position will be created to work directly with private landowners regarding 
understanding property rights, potential agricultural implications and negotiating with industry. It’s 
expected the new Farmer’s Advocate will provide direct information and support to landowners who are 
engaging industry. 

Create a Land Agent Code of Conduct and New Licensing Requirements 
The Ministry of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources will review professional designation and 

licensing requirements for land agents. This will build on the Code of Conduct for Land Agents developed 
in collaboration with community and oil and gas industry representatives. The Oil and Gas Commission 
will receive and track reports of non-compliance and provide reports back to the ministry. 

Implement a Standard Surface Lease Agreement 
Landowners who receive notifications of sale of the subsurface tenure will now receive an enhanced 

information package including a new surface lease agreement. Through the Northeast Energy and Mines 
Advisory Committee (NEEMAC), landowner and industry groups have reached agreement on key 
principles for the new B.C. standard surface lease agreement. This type of private agreement between 
landowners and industry is critical to a respectful and fair business relationship where industry is accessing 
private property. 

Enhance the Mediation and Arbitration Board 
The ministry will review an enhanced role for the Mediation and Arbitration Board to further improve 

processes for landowners. This role may include allowing landowners to file for compensation from 
damage from an activity and assisting in resolving disputes arising from non-compliance with the surface 
lease agreement. 

Government of BC News Release 

D E V E L O P M E N T  R E G U L AT I O N S  
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Tourism 
March 2009  

Going Green is not just a marketing gimmick it is a societal shift that is affecting the tourism and travel 
industry.  From recycling, low flow shower heads, energy audits, carbon off sets, grey water recycling, hybrid 
vehicles, and renewable energy.   

The sustainable tourism workshop was held in Dawson Creek in order to provide small and medium sized 
businesses with tips on practices that could be incorporated into their operations.  “There is no one way to 
become more sustainable” said Dr. Nicole Vaugeois, BC Regional Innovation Chair for Tourism and Sustainable 
Rural Development “what helps business is to hear about other innovators and what they have done – then 
they can modify the ideas into their own business”.  

The workshop is being facilitated by Ruth Marr, President of Marr Consulting Services and founder of 
Randonnee Tours.  Ruth Marr, recently produced the new ‘Green your Business: Toolkit for Tourism Operators 
which was produced for the Canadian Tourism Industry. 

“Today visitors are making conscious decisions on their travel decisions based on eco-friendly and 
sustainable tourism destinations,” said Dustin Bodnaryk Tourism Development Coordinator for Tourism Dawson 
Creek. “There is a strong business case for becoming more sustainable” said Dr. Pat Maher of the University of 
Northern British Columbia, a partner in the project “this can include cost savings on operations as well as the 
potential to tap into new markets”.  

The workshop was made possible through the Fostering Innovation in Sustainable Tourism project led by 
Vancouver Island University in partnership with the University of Northern BC , Thompson Rivers University, and 
College of the Rockies.  The workshop is fully endorsed by Tourism Dawson Creek and Northern British Columbia 
Tourism Association  

Dawson Creek Daily News 

S U S TA I N A B L E  TO U R I S M 

Photo by E. Mayoh 
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Agriculture 
March 2009  

The annual meeting for the BC Grain Producers was held in Dawson Creek at the Best Western Hotel on 
Feb. 3. The afternoon meeting and banquet was attended by nearly 100 producers and industry representatives 
from the BC Peace. 

Member business included bylaw changes and the election of 2 new Directors to sit on the BCGPA board. 
Replacing the departing directors Margrit Leuenberger and Ross Ravelli are David Wuthrich and Rick Krantz, 

both of the North Peace. Re-elected for another term are Irmi Critcher and Barry Follensbee, both of the South 
Peace. 

The afternoon featured four guest speakers. Richard Phillips, Executive Director for the Grain Growers of 
Canada, was the first to speak. He outlined the vision and mission of the Growers, and spoke of his lobbying 
efforts in government, giving special attention to Rail Transportation, Biotechnology, Safety Nets, and Marketing. 

Next was Jim Smolik, who sat on the BCGPA board of directors for many years and is now the Assistant Chief 
Commissioner of the Grain Growers of Canada. Jim reported on issues relating to a new declaration system for 
wheat after the removal of the Kernel Visual Distiguishability (KVD) system. He also introduced a new accredited 
and certified container sampling program.  

Emily MacNair, Coordinator of the Climate Action Initiative in B.C., presented how climate action policies in 
BC are currently being formed, brought forward, and what this means for agriculture, specifically for grain 
producers. 

Ken Gamble, Financial Products Sales Specialist for Viterra in Edmonton, shared his view on carbon credits 
from Alberta’s perspective, informing producers of what has been accomplished with carbon credits in that 
province. 

-Contributed by Janet Banman BCGPA Administrator 
Northeast News 

BC GR A I N  P RO D U C E R S  

A G RO L O G I S T S  A G R E E  O N  LA B O U R  M O B I L I T Y  
On behalf of their respective memberships, the British Columbia and Alberta institutes of agrologists are 

complying with the Trade, Investment and Labour Mobility Agreement (TILMA) between the two provinces. 

Professional agrologists specialize in agricultural, natural resources and environmental science. There are an 
estimated 1,150 agrologists in B.C. and about 2,000 in Alberta. 

Signed in April 2006, the TILMA strives to reduce and eliminate barriers to the free movement of workers, 
goods, services and investments. The TILMA will be fully implemented on April 1, 2009. 

Canada’s most comprehensive inter-provincial trade agreement, the TILMA creates a market of almost 7.8 
million people – the nation’s second largest economy. 

More information on the TILMA is available at www.tilma.ca and on the Ministry of Small Business, 
Technology and Economic Development’s website at www.gov.bc.ca/ecdev . 

Government of BC News Release 

http://www.tilma.ca
http://www.gov.bc.ca/ecdev
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City News 
March 2009  

Managers at the EnCana Events Centre provided city council with the complete business plan of the facility 
during a meeting on Feb. 23. 

General manager Gunnar Fox and assistant general manager Ryan McIvor of Global Spectrum Facility 
Management were in attendance to provide an overview of the plan and answer questions. Although the 
company handles the day-to-day operations of the Events Centre, the City’s chief administrative officer Jim Chute 
said the business plan was part of council’s vision for the facility, and was identified as priority number two in 
their strategic plan. 

“The business plan being presented is the City’s plan,” Chute explained. “It will form the backbone of what 
Global Spectrum will be doing for us, but it is not Global Spectrum’s business plan, it’s the EnCana Events Centre 
plan and belongs to council.”  

In response to the policies set by council, the company developed a number of objectives and goals to 
implement them. These include increasing profitability and attendance, generating more events, maximizing 
customer service and satisfaction and managing and controlling expenses. 

“We do quarterly reviews with all of our staff to make sure everyone is working towards and achieving goals 
based upon these initiatives,” Fox told council. 

On the attendance side, Fox pointed to the recent success of the sold-out FMX event on Feb. 14 as evidence 
that the events centre is able to bring in shows that draw people in. 

“Our show sold-out, which is the highest attendance they’ve had this year,” he said. “I think that’s something 
to note, that other buildings of similar size couldn’t do.” 

Fox said he anticipates that attendance will continue to grow as more events are added each year and the 
building becomes more established in the Peace region. The plan’s projections show an increase in attendance 
from of 110, 000 at 59 events this year to 223,000 at 77 events in 2011, but that will depend largely on securing 
a Junior A hockey team as a permanent tenant this year, and that team making the playoffs in 2011.  

Fox said management has begun to identify the marketplace and what events will and will not work. He said 
that while hockey and other sporting events, and rock and country music concerts, are popular in the area, they 
also want to focus on family-oriented shows, with an emphasis on providing a mix of events.  

“We want to make sure that we’re not just catering to one demographic. This is a community building; we 
want to provide something for everyone.” 

Even if the attendance numbers follow those projections, the City will still take a net loss for at least the next 
three years, with a projected total of just over $3 million over that span. That doesn’t include investments for the 
$3 million convention centre, which if approved, would be completed and operational in 2012, and could bring 
in additional revenues from weddings, parties and other functions. There are also additional upgrades planned 
at a cost of about $2.1 million that would have to be approved, including signage and display platforms, which 
Fox said are essential to operating the facility at its maximum potential. It not known at this time when the facility 
would start operating at a profit, but he said it typically takes about nine years for these kind of facilities. 

“Typically a building takes about that long in order to turn a profit. We’re a brand new building and we’re 
still working out all the kinks, so it’s going to take some time. We feel that the building has great potential.” 

Chute said the business plan doesn’t factor in indirect economic benefit to the city. 
“The business plan itself doesn’t speak at all to any of the spin-offs that come with that,” he said “but those 

spin-offs are very real. If that projected attendance of 225,000 is reached in the third year, there will be a 
tremendous amount of economic benefit in the area.”  

Northeast News 
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Some outstanding volunteers in Dawson Creek were recognized for their hard work and dedication to 
community sports. 

Eight volunteers were presented with a Community Sport Hero Award at a ceremony at the Encana Events 
Centre on Feb 10.  

Paul Varian, president and CEO of Sport BC and Brian Lieverse of EnCana Corp. represented the sponsors of 
the event and presented the awards to the recipients.  

“Everyone agrees that the most important resource to amateur sports is the volunteer,” said Varian. “They 
make sport and recreation happen at the city and community level, and that’s what the awards are all about.” 

Varian said due to the support from EnCana, Sport BC has been able to expand the awards from just two 
communities each year to 12, with a different community hosting one every month. 

“The volunteers are the ones we want to thank tonight,” said Lieverse. “We take them for granted, but 
without their extra dedication and work programs that we take for granted we would never have.” 

The eight award winners were recognized for the following: 

Sandra Johnson (golf) – A volunteer for over 20 years, Johnson has planned lessons, tournaments and 
events for junior golfers at the Dawson Creek golf course, significantly contributing to the growth of the sport in 
the community and the region. 

Marilyn Kreuzinger (figure skating) – The coach of the Mile 0 Figure Skating Club for over 35 years, 
Kreuzinger also sits on the board of directors for the BC/YT Section of Skate Canada and is on the coaching 
committee for the national body. She is a tireless volunteer for her club and her community. 

Mike Readman (Action Schools! BC and Premier’s Sport Awards Program) – Readman is the principal of 
Electronic Education and has been a teacher in School District 59 for 14 years. He has coached volleyball and 
basketball and has encouraged physical activity in his students. He has also been involved in sports outside of 
school as the president of the Dawson Creek Minor Hockey Association, past president of the Dawson Creek 
Volleyball Club, and as a baseball coach. 

Mike Bernier (soccer) – The mayor of Dawson Creek has also been involved with South Peace Junior Soccer 
for 15 years, as a coach, referee and past-president. Bernier helped to create a competitive soccer program for 
the city and was instrumental in the completion of a Soccer Park. He has also helped to raise over $250,000 for 
the junior soccer program. 

Tim Love (volleyball) – Love is a director at the Ark Christian Youth Centre and has coached youth athletes in 
volleyball through Ron Pettigrew Christian School, South Peace Secondary School and the Dawson Creek 
Volleyball Club. He has been involved in mentoring youth for over 25 years and has volunteered for other sports 
events and fundraisers throughout that time. 

Betty Hanston (curling) – Hanston has coached students for the past 20 years, through the Dawson Creek 
Curling Club and South Peace Secondary School. Her hard work and extra hours have paid off in a number of 
championship teams and provincial titles, she also tied as the all-time second best coach in the province. She 
continues to volunteer with the curling club, including at curling clinics. 

Jim Mah (curling) – Mah organized an elementary curling program at Canalta Elementary School for grades 
five to seven 25 years ago and is still involved today. He is now the principal there, teaching students about 
sportsmanship and etiquette, he organizes a bonspiel for the end of the season.  

Ed Johnson (curling) – Johnson has volunteered his time over the past 25 years to help Jim Mah maintain 
the elementary curling Program at Canalta Elementary. Now a retired teacher, he continues to participate and is 
also an executive with the Dawson Creek Curling Club. 

Northeast News 
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The Measuring Up the North committee is looking for the public’s input on the accessibility and inclusiveness 
of Dawson Creek. 

MUTN has created a survey with 27 different questions designed to gauge how easily seniors, people with 
disabilities, and families with young children are able to get around and how engaged they feel in community 
life. It asks people to rate things like accessibility to private and public buildings, the availability of disabled 
parking spaces and the inclusiveness of social activities.  

MUTN liaison Dennis Mracek said the survey would help the committee identify priorities and set goals. 
“There’s such a wide range of problems,” Mracek said. “There’s sidewalks that need to be fixed; we need 

public access to transportation; access to businesses.  We don’t know which [issues] are the important ones.”  

The survey was made possible by a grant from the province’s 2010 Legacies Now program and with help 
from the Kiwanis Enterprise Centre. 

The committee hopes to have the results compiled by mid-May.  
The surveys are being delivered by mail to residents, but can also be found online at 

www.peacecountry.com. 
Northeast News 

M E A S U R I N G  UP  T H E  NO RT H 

City News 
March 2009  

C L I M B I N G  W A L L 
Dawson Creek City Council has voted to help pay for the High Performance Climbing Wall at the Multiplex 

after Northern BC Winter Games Legacy Committee announced it would not be funding the entire project. 

Council was informed by the BC Games office that it would not be able to fund the climbing wall because 
the structure did not meet the criteria.  Instead of covering the original $200,000 price tag for the wall, their com-
mitment was dropped to just $9,643. 

The Dawson Creek Rotary Club, Sunrise Rotary Club and the South Peace Oilmen’s Association, agreed to 
pick up some of the slack, each committing $50,000 to the project.  This left a remainder of $40,365 for the city 
to look after. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

N E W R E A LT Y  C O M PA N Y 
No longer will Remax have the only game in town as Century 21 Energy Realty is in the process of opening 

an office to take advantage of Dawson Creek’s thriving real estate market. 

The Northern Lights Real Estate Board, which includes Dawson Creek, reports the area is one of the few 
jurisdictions reporting more favourable property sales compared to elsewhere in Canada. 

The current situation with only one real estate company is especially rare considering the reputation the 
Peace Region has amongst real estate circles.  The future is bright for the entire region and it’s expected the 
Peace Region will see growth throughout the economic downturn as displaced workers come to the area in 
search of employment. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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C I T Y  B U D G E T 
Despite the continuation of a 12-year streak of lowering the tax rate, Dawson Creek residents will see their 

tax bills increase slightly in 2009. 

The city’s $30-million budget means an increased tax requisition, and will result in residential taxes increasing 
by $0.50 to $5.35 per thousand dollars of assessed building value. 

The gap between residential and business taxes will narrow this year, to a ratio of 3.06.  Though the business 
tax rate remains the same, higher property assessments mean commercial property owners can expect to pay 
$12.92 more on average. 

To a homeowner living the average single-family house (determined by the City to be a home assessed at 
$186,619), the municipal tax increase will be about $56.  For the city, the $0.50 increase in residential taxes will 
mean an extra $376,685 in revenue.  Including taxes owed to the regional district, school district, and hospital 
district, the average homeowner in Dawson Creek could be looking at a $2,200 tax bill this year. 

The City is using more than half of the surplus money carried over from last year in order to minimize the 
required tax increase. 

City staff expect overall revenue to decline based on the slow economy, while expenditures are expected to 
increase by eight percent.  The increased costs are related to policing, waste services, transit, debt servicing cost 
and employee union contracts. 

The 2009 budget will include capital investments of $9.9 million, and $3.15 million in new debt through 
borrowing, though much of that is bridge financing to carry over city operations until the tax money is collected 
in July. 

The city is undergoing a water rate study this year to find out what new rates are needed, followed by a 
sewer fee review.  Any fee changes as a result of either study wouldn’t take effect until the 2010 budget if 
approved. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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NAT U R A L  G A S  LI N E 
After 10 years in the works, a plan to supply natural gas to homes along a 130-kilometre section of an 

existing high-pressure gas line south of Dawson Creek has come together. 

Residents living in the Pouce Coupe –Tomslake corridor are on the verge of getting natural gas lines to their 
homes, many of which are now heated by oil, thanks to a proposed $3-million project. 

The project would receive funding of about $1 million apiece from the Peace River Regional District and 
Pacific Northern Gas (PNG) and about $150,000 from EnCana.  The only catch left is how much residents will be 
asked to pay. 

That will become clearer after a meeting to be held at Tate Creek Elementary School at the end of March.  
The more people who sign up to receive the gas connection, the cheaper the cost will be.  About 200 people 
have signed up so far, and PNG is hoping to get 300 signatures. 

PNG has a purchase agreement in place with EnCana, and the BC Utilities Commission has given the green 
light to the connections.  The project will have a 20-year payback period before PNG starts making a net profit 
from it.   The connections could be up and running by October. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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R E A L E S TAT E  IN V E S T M E N T N E T WO R K 
The Real Estate Investment Network (REIN) is the latest group to recognize Dawson Creek as a shining 

beacon amongst the world’s economic woes.  The REIN’s annual “top places to invest in BC” list typically features 
larger southern communities, but in 2009 the relatively obscure Dawson Creek slipped into the number five spot; 
sandwiched between Kamloops and Kelowna. 

“They were very flattering in what they said about Dawson Creek,” Mayor Mike Bernier said about the 
experts at REIN.  “These are people that for a living do the research and tell other people where to invest and 
they get paid very well for that information.” 

For three weeks in March, Bernier has spent less than three days in the city as he tours the West in an 
attempt to capitalize on Dawson Creek’s ascension to the prestigious list.  In that time, he’s presented to various 
investment boards in Vancouver, Calgary and Edmonton.  Dawson Creek’s attendance was by request, and 
Bernier was the only representative invited to speak about the possibilities in his city. 

The focus of his message was how well the economy in the city and area is holding up during the current 
economic downturn and the ability to sustain the economy over the long run. 

Big city investors can be quick to deem prosperous northern cities as boomtowns, more often than not, 
riding the wave of oil and gas expansion.  That scenario puts a community at the mercy of a single industry’s 
fluctuations but Dawson Creek’s agricultural grass roots, tourism, forestry as well as oil and gas, keeps the 
economy relatively stable, said Bernier. 

Bernier gave other statistics as to why Dawson Creek was chosen as a great place to invest.  They include a 
young average age of about 33 years; an average family income of $70,000, while the provincial average is 
about $59,000; and the average home in BC costs $400,000 whereas the average home in Dawson Creek costs 
$195,000. 

Since his presentation, Bernier has received at least a dozen invitations from Alberta and the Lower Mainland 
expressing interest in a visit to Dawson Creek.  He expects investors will soon build multi-unit apartment 
buildings, strip malls, and a variety of other additions needed to sustain the growing population that is sure to 
move into the area over the next number of years in the search for work. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

P O U C E  C O U P E  RE C E I V E S  LAG O O N F U N D I N G 
Almost $175,000 in government funding for the village of Pouce Coupe will go straight into the toilet.  The 

funding comes care of a joint investment from all three tiers of government and will go towards reinforcing a 
section of the town’s sewage treatment lagoon. 

Pouce Coupe Mayor Lyman Clark explained the town’s sewage treatment lagoon is in danger of releasing 
untreated sewage into the Pouce Coup River.  The erosion along the river has been filled and worked on but 
until there has not been proper funding to tackle the project properly. 

The work to reinforce the lagoon will involve clearing and grubbing the proposed site, placing structural 
components including geotextile cloth, rock and gravel, and monitoring the slope for erosion. 

The money for the project comes from the Building Canada Fund. 

The program acknowledges smaller communities can have difficulties coming up with enough funding for 
larger projects.  It was created to help in areas of tourism, local roads, short sea shipping, shortline railways, 
drinking water and sewage, as is the case in Pouce Coupe. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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T R A F F I C  FI N E RE V E N U E 
The Province’s traffic fine revenue sharing program assists municipalities that directly pay police enforcement 

costs.  The grants come from ticket fines and court-imposed fines on violation tickets. 

In recent years, this funding has also allowed communities to establish police teams focused on repeat 
offenders, provided additional resources to fight organized crime and strengthened community outreach 
services. 

The amount of money a municipality receives is based on its contribution to total municipal policing costs.  
Dawson Creek will receive $217,407. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

More than 17,400 property owners in Dawson Creek, Pouce Coupe and Rural South Peace can expect to 
receive their 2009 assessment notice in the mail in early January.  

BC Assessment 

BC A S S E S S M E N T 

Quarter Jan-Mar 07 Apr-Jun 07 Jul-Sep 07 Oct-Dec 07 Jan-Mar 08 Apr-Jun 08 Jul-Sep 08 Oct-Dec 08 

Median 
Sale Price 

199,125 200,000 189,500 215,250 222,750 198,000 221,000 200,000 

No. of 
Sales 

56 73 86 56 34 77 76 47 

March 2009  
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 Northern Lights College students and staff will have three additional videoconference rooms linking the 
College’s three largest campuses.  

The three new videoconference rooms – one on each of the Dawson Creek, Fort Nelson and Fort St. John 
campuses – have increased to eight the number of videoconference facilities the College uses for delivering 
classes throughout the region.  

“Northern Lights College has the largest college region in the province of British Columbia. Access to training 
is a challenge for many of our citizens living in smaller communities. Videoconference is another way to provide 
access to training that would otherwise not exist,” said John Birnie, vice president of learning for the College.  

Presenters can send video and audio, PowerPoint presentations, images from a document camera, computer 
screens, and DVD and VHS video over the systems. Course materials are available inside the College’s online 
course delivery system (D2L), which is accessible from anywhere in the world.  

Funding for the videoconference rooms was approved by the College’s Board of Governors. The decision 
supports the College’s strategic plan initiatives of expanding delivery models for programming, and modeling 
environmental stewardship.  

“In addition to supporting programming, the additional facilities at three of the College’s campuses will 
enable the Board to have more meetings via videoconference,” said Wendy Normandeau, chair of the NLC 
Board of Governors. “This will reduce travel costs, as well as reduce our use of fossil fuels. This is one more move 
in the right direction in addressing concerns regarding the environment and the use of resources.”  

NLC’s videoconference facilities are maintained by the Education Technology (Ed Tech) department. Two 
members of that department, John Royer and Mark Hanen, were nominated for a provincial award in 2008 for 
their efforts in promoting the use of educational technologies, such as videoconference, at NLC.  

Teaching over videoconference systems has been an incredible success at the College. NLC started using 
videoconference technology in 2004, delivering one class between the Fort St. John and Dawson Creek 
campuses.  

Northeast News 
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Students from four area secondary schools were tested on what they’ve learned throughout the school year 
during the regional Skills Canada Competition at Northern Lights College’s Dawson Creek and Fort St John 
campuses. 

Close to 40 regular program and dual-credit program students spend the day, either cooking, welding, 
cabinet making or doing automotive work without outside assistance. 

The top performers in the competition are given prizes, including gold, silver or bronze medals.  Gold medal 
winners are offered the chance to move on to Vancouver to compete in a provincial competition. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

SK I L L S  C A N A DA  C O M P E T I T I O N 

DAW S O N  C R E E K  
R E S I D E N T  O U T S TA N D I N G  
B R I T I S H  C O L U M B I A N  

The Community Achievement Awards, launched in 
2003, were the first initiative of the BC Achievement 
Foundation, followed by BC Creative Achievement 
Award for Applied Art and Design, BC’s National Award 
for Canadian Non-Fiction, BC Creative Achievement 
Award for Aboriginal Art.  Time to Read award for early 
literacy and the BC Aboriginal Business Awards. 

Muriel Stanley of Dawson Creek received the 2009 
Community Achievement Award.  She advocates for 
people affected by dementia.  Twenty years ago, Muriel 
helped establish the first Alzheimer’s Support Group in 
Dawson Creek, an organization which has served as a 
model for other communities.  She is the support and 
education coordinator for the Alzheimer Society of BC 
and serves her region with unwavering passion and 
commitment. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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Recreation & Leisure 
The Canadians defended home soil against a fierce American attack during the first game of the Battle of the 

Border tournament at the Encana Events Centre on Feb. 9. 

The Calgary Oval X-treme was outshot 28 to 19 by the U.S. Selects, but thanks to some solid goaltending and 
a strong counterattack in the second period, they escaped with a 3-1 victory. 

The Selects tested X-treme goaltender Amanda Tapp early and often in the first period, having the man-
advantage twice and keeping their opponents pinned in their zone with an aggressive forecheck.  

The X-treme had a couple of good scoring chances in the period as well, including a breakaway by Kaley 
Hall, but Selects goalie Chanda Gunn deftly pokechecked the puck away. 

There were no goals in the first but plenty of laughs, as one of the linesmen was sandwiched between two 
players battling for the puck, which got the enthusiastic crowd of almost 2,000 roaring. 

The crowd was also entertained in the first intermission by some pre-novice division hockey between local 
teams, the Blue Thunder and White Lightning. 

There was mutual respect between Tapp and the Select’s Player of the Game Julie Chu, who was 
disappointed with her team’s effort in the second period. “We came out flat for those first six to eight minutes of 
the second,” she said. “We got back on our heels and they capitalized with two goals.” 

The tournament not only showcased the best in women’s hockey, but also raised $43,841 to be split evenly 
between Dawson Creek Minor Hockey and the Dawson Creek Ark Youth Society. 

Northeast News 

BAT T L E  O F  T H E  BO R D E R 

Becky Chute (left), in grade six 
at Tremblay Elementary, won the 
U.S. Selects Queen for a Day and 
was the guest of Molly Engstrom 
and her teammates. 

They were all treated to lunch 
at the Encana Events Centre on 
Feb. 9 before the two teams took to 
the ice for first game of the Battle of 
the Border tournament. 

Paige Wards (right), a grade 
six student at Canalta Elemenatry, 
won the chance to hang out with 
Colleen Sostorics (left) and 
Rebecca Russell of the Calgary 
Oval X-Treme as their Queen for a 
Day. 

W A L K I N G  TR AC K  
Perhaps it was the three-week long blast of cold weather around Christmas or maybe the area’s dedicated 

joggers and walkers have discovered what a treasure the track at the EnCana Events Centre is, but statistics 
show the track is being very well used. 

In fact, since it has opened, the number of walkers and runners has steadily increased. 
The 250-metre-long, 2.5 metre-wide track opened in October, and now every day well over 100 people are 

using the track high above the ice surface and bleachers. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 
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SA D D L E  BRO N C  R I D I N G 
The bulls are out and the saddle bronc horses are in, but organizers of the annual spring break-up rough 

stock show promise the event will be just as thrilling as shows over the past nine years. 

On the 10th anniversary of the popular show, organizers have decided to change the format of the April 17 
event to feature the best saddle bronc riders in the Canadian Professional Rodeo  Association trying to ride some 
of the top bucking horses in the country. 

In year’s past, the local spring bullriding show has been well attended by rodeo fans from all over the Peace 
Country, but because the shows are now so common in small communities across Alberta, BC and 
Saskatchewan, that’s made it tough to book riders and stock for the mid-April Dawson Creek show. 

The local show in the EnCana Events Centre is open to the top 24 contestants from last year’s CPRA 
standings.  Typically, that will include about half a dozen Americans, a couple of lads from Down Under and the 
rest will be Canadians. 

After all 24 have ridden in the first go-round, the top 10 will qualify for the second go and then the top four 
qualify for the third go. 

Because all the contestants are CPRA members, the money won in the Dawson Creek show counts towards 
qualifying for the Canadian Finals Rodeo in November. 

And Dawson Creek rough stock fans will also get a look at some different stock.  Kesler Rodeo, a southern 
Alberta outfit, supplies the champion bucking horses for the annual Fall Fair.  But at this event, the Calgary 
Stampede outfit will bring 24 horses, while Outlaw Rodeo Inc., a group of three stockowners, will supply the 
other horses. 

The show will also feature 15 of the top junior steer riders in Canada competing for the richest steer riding 
purse in Canada. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

E X T R E M E  IN T E R N AT I O N A L  IC E  RAC I N G 
Extreme Ice Racing is a sort of racing that is like no other.  Its popularity in Britain is evident by the dozen Brit-

ish riders who will be in the show.   

It all takes place on ice.  Most Canadians are used to seeing speed skaters whip around the short track — not 
bikes with skinny front tires and chubby back tires that can go from zero to 60 in under three second and have 
no brakes. 

It’s nothing Peace Country racing fans have ever seen before, said Anthony Barlow, three-time world and 
five-time national champ, adding that in the nine other stops on this 12-city North American circuit  the event 
has drawn no fewer than 3,500 spectators. 

“The fans have never seen it so it is ‘wow’ and then they see how fast they go and it is just unbelievable.” 

But what keeps fans on the edge of their seats are the thrilling spills.  Guaranteed there will be some crashes 
— because, after all, without brakes what’s a rider to do, joked Barlow.  And that’s fine as long as no one gets 
injured. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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Culture 
Dawson Creek residents paid tribute to their former mayor, the late Calvin Kruk, at a coffeehouse in his 

honour at the Kiwanis Performing Arts Centre on Feb. 6. 

A full house heard the Potluck in the Basement Singers serenade them with some beautiful renditions of 
some classic ballads like “Sweet Caroline” and “Side by Side.” They even changed the lyrics to Alabama’s Down 
Home to give it a local flavour. The evening also included a performance by the Groovy Granny Line Dancers 
during an intermission.  

“We wanted to do songs that were special to us and reminded us of Calvin,” said Potluck singer and director 
Judi McGowan. 

In between songs, a few of the singers also shared some of their personal memories and favourite quotes 
about Kruk. He was remembered as a champion for the arts, for seniors, and for the city as he was well known 
throughout the province. 

“It worked really well,” McGowan said. “The songs we sung kind of led into the stories and vice versa.” 
McGowan said she got to know Kruk back when he was the manager of KPAC. She said she was always 

impressed by the passion Kruk had for his community. Her family had a special connection to the former mayor; 
her granddaughter Morgan McGowan, was a member of the Kids Choir and knew Kruk well through KPAC, as 
did Judi’s brother, singer/songwriter Roy Forbes.McGowan read her granddaughter’s tribute to Kruk to the 
audience, and from North Vancouver Forbes sent a recording of his thoughts.  

Admission for the evening was made in the form of donations to a trust fund for the Calvin Kruk Performing 
Arts & Community Centre. 

McGowan said $2720 was raised that evening, while an additional $1,100 was raised the following night 
during a performance by the South Peace Potpourri. Plans have not yet been finalized, but it has been proposed 
that the old post office building downtown will be renovated and will house the new centre. 

“The residents of Dawson Creek supported us wholeheartedly,” McGowan said. “They dug deep into their 
pockets for this cause, and we’re really grateful for that.”  

City councilor Bud Powell, who served with Kruk on council before he passed away, said the evening was a 
touching tribute to his former colleague. 

“I thought it was absolutely fantastic,” Powell said. “The dedication to Calvin was very touching, and a lot of 
people had tears in their eyes. Everywhere you turn, you keep seeing something that he’s done that has brought 
good things for Dawson Creek.” 

Northeast News 

C O F F E E  HO U S E  T R I BU T E  RA I S E S  FU N D S  

DI O N Y S U S  T H E AT R E  PR E S E N TAT I O N 
The Dionysus Theatre Company is presenting “The Marriage Counsellor” at Sudeten Hall. 
Michael Kloc plays a vacuum salesman unwittingly caught in the crossfire of a married couple seeking profes-

sional help in the two act comedy.  The audience can expect facial expressions ranging from flared nostrils to 
furrowed brows, but little in the way of dialogue from Kloc, who is hearing-impaired. 

Director Darcy Frost and Kloc first crossed paths when both took part in Northern Lights Players’ production 
of Bram Stoker’s “Dracula” at Northern Lights College last May. 

Kloc is heading to the University of Vancouver Island  next fall to pursue a theatre program there. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 
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BA L L E T  KE L OW N A 
Ballet Kelowna’s fifth visit to Dawson Creek showcased their 2009 spring tour entitled “The Promise of An-

gels”, which featured various pieces in classical, contemporary and dramatic styles. 

Founding artistic director David LaHay was on hand to MC the performance and gave an insight into just 
how much work is required of a professional ballet dancer. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

M E T I S  SA S H  WE AV I N G  
Members of the Dawson Creek community showed it doesn’t need to be a specific day in order to celebrate 

a culture.  A crowd descended on the Nawican Friendship Centre for a “Metis Sash Weaving Event”.  The day 
included music, dancing, crafts and presentations by members of the Metis community and visiting dignitaries.  
The highlight of the event was a sash-weaving project.  Members of the community were invited to weave a sin-
gle row of the sash.  When finished, the sash will be transformed into a picture frame, used to frame the names 
of all who had a hand in its creation. 
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