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The Dawson Creek Community Profile & 

Investment Guide and In the News are filled with 
information and statistical data.  Although every 
effort was made in good faith to ensure the accuracy 
of information contained herein, Dawson Creek 
Catholic Social Services accepts no warranty nor 
accepts liability from any incorrect, incomplete or 
misleading information or its improper use.  For more 
information, please contact The City of Dawson Creek 
at 250-784-3600. 

 
Dawson Creek Catholic Social Services 

January 2008 

www.dawsoncreek.ca 
For more information about the City of Dawson 
Creek, its inhabitants, lifestyle and businesses, 

please contact: 
Mayor Mike Bernier 

City of Dawson Creek 
P.O. Box 150, 

Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G4 
Phone:  250-784-3616 

Fax:  250-782-3203 
Email:  admin@dawsoncreek.ca 
http://www.dawsoncreek.ca/  
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Northeastern BC Unemployment Rates   
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

2003 8.9 8.2 7.1 7.2 6.7 7.2 7.2 7.7 7.9 6.8 6.0 4.3 
2004 4.4 4.2 4.6 5.0 6.3 8.3 9.0 8.0 6.3 4.7 —* —* 
2005 4.9 4.5 5.0 4.1 5.4 5.2 4.9 4.2 4.4 4.4 —* —* 
2006 —* —* —* —* —* 4.4 —* —* 4.2 5.2 4.9 —* 
2007 —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* 

* The unemployment rate for Northeastern BC has been suppressed due to high sample variance. 

2008 —* —* —* 4.3 5.0 5.9 6.2 6.3 5.8 5.0 4.5 3.6 
2009 4.6 4.6 6.5          

Employment 
Apri l  2009  

In March 2009, the unemployment rate in BC is 7.2% and 5.6% in Alberta. In March 2008, the unemployment rate in 
BC was 4.4% and 3.5% in Alberta.  

Regional employment continued to wane in March, sending unemployment rates higher. Northeast had 
the lowest jobless rate in the province despite rising 1.9 percentage points to 6.5% (3-month moving average, unadjusted). 
Vancouver Island/Coast’s labour force remained virtually unchanged. However, employment in the region fell (–1.0%), 
putting the unemployment rate at 6.8%. In Mainland/Southwest, the number of people looking for work expanded (+0.3%) 
while the number of available jobs shrank (–0.5%) pushing joblessness to 6.6%.     

Cariboo saw its largest recorded monthly decrease in employment (–4.4%) while North Coast/Nechako posted its 
seventh consecutive monthly drop in employment (–2.5%).  Kootenay’s unemployment inched up to 8.9% and in 
Thompson/Okanagan the jobless rate increased to 9.1%.     

Joblessness continued to increase in the province’s largest urban centres with both Vancouver (6.3%) and Victoria 
(5.5%) registering higher unemployment rates (3-month moving average, unadjusted). Data Source: Statistics Canada 

BC Stats Infoline Issue: 09-14 April 9th, 2009 

LA B O U R FO RC E 

According to the 2006 Census, BC’s median census family income for 2005 was $62,346, the fifth highest in the 
country, and below the national figure of $63,866. The median income is the point at which exactly half of families had 
higher incomes, and half had lower incomes. 

The highest incomes were seen in the Northwest Territories ($86,132), followed by the Yukon Territory ($75,251), 
Alberta ($73,823) and Ontario ($69,156). The lowest family incomes were seen in Nunavut ($49,270), Newfoundland & 
Labrador ($49,645), and New Brunswick ($52,878). 
Median Census Family Income for Urban Areas in BC 

Among BC’s 26 urban centres, the highest 2005 median family incomes were found in: 
• Kitimat $84,979) 
• Fort St. John ($82,458) 
• Prince George ($72,698) 
• Victoria ($69,025) 
• Squamish ($68,563) 
• Dawson Creek ($68,149) 
The lowest family incomes were in the Census Agglomerations of Penticton ($53,875), Salmon Arm ($55,179), 

Parksville ($55,524) and Port Alberni ($56,260). 
BC Stats Infoline Issue: 09-12 March 27th, 2009 

M E D I A N  C E N S U S  F A M I LY  IN C O M E 
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Construction 
The federal and provincial governments have announced over $50 million in combined spending for road upgrades in 

the South Peace. 
Peace River South MLA Blair Lekstrom made the announcement on April 6 at his constituency office in Dawson 

Creek. 
“ Today’s announcement of well over $50 million combined for Peace River South probably ranks up there with the 

single largest expenditure we’ve ever made in roads in our region in our history,” said Lekstrom. 
The provincial government had identified $35 million worth of road infrastructure projects, but Lekstrom said the 

federal contribution allows them to initiate some additional projects. 
“The federal government, with their stimulus plan, came to the table to partner with some of the roads,” said Lekstrom. 

“That allows more work to be done, versus being two or three years down the road. It creates jobs, creates opportunity, and 
more importantly, gives us a solid transportation infrastructure.” 

One of the major joint projects will be replacing the steel deck on the Taylor Bridge, which takes two to three years to 
complete and costs roughly $20 million.  

Another combined $40 million will be spent to upgrade Highway 97, through the Pine Pass between Bennett Creek and 
Link Creek. There will also be a new passing lane for southbound traffic on the Alaska Highway between Dawson Creek 
and Farmington, and repaving and improvements along Boundary Road south of Dawson Creek. 

Also turning lanes will be created on Highway 2 where it intersects the Tate Creek North, Tate Creek South and 
Blockline Roads, and a replacement of the Swan Lake Bridge along Gundy Road. 

In addition, the province will invest in resurfacing and paving roads all over the South Peace, and in the completion of 
the replacements for the Bissette Creek and Tupper Bridges. Lekstrom said there will also be more than $2 million for a 
gravelling program, concentrated primarily in the Farmington and Groundbirch areas.  

Northeast News 

Two Labour Market Agreement job development initiatives, Petroleum Field Services Entrepreneur Training 
and Professional Driver Training for Women, will provide training for workers in the oil and gas industry, announced 
Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources Minister Blair Lekstrom. Funding for the partnerships is provided by the 
Government of Canada through the Canada- B.C. Labour Market Agreement.  

“Through these career development initiatives we are investing in job training opportunities that will ensure people 
have the necessary skills to obtain employment in the oil and gas sector,” said Lekstrom. “The Province, in partnership with 
Human Resources and Skills Development Canada, is proud to be able to help hard-working British Columbians develop 
the skills they need to create and find good jobs and provide for their families.” 

The Petroleum Field Services Entrepreneur Training is a petroleum industry specific business training program that will 
provide potential entrepreneurs with the skills to start their own business providing goods or services to oil, gas or pipeline 
companies operating in British Columbia. 

Northeast News 

T R A I N I N G  P RO G R A M S  

Employment 
Apri l  2009  

R OA D IM P ROV E M E N T S  
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B U I L D I N G  P E R M I T S  
For the month of March 2009, there were four 

building permits issued.  Total value of construction was 
$384,000.  The permits were issued for one duplex, two 
garage/renovation, and one commercial.  Year-to-date 
figures show there were 13 building permits issued.  Total 
value of construction is $3,956,372..  The permits were 
issued for one single family dwelling, one duplex, one 
multi-family, five garage/renovation, and five commercial. 

City of Dawson Creek 

Construction 
Apri l  2009  

Dawson Creek Native Housing Society 
Cast-in-place concrete foundation, wood structural 

frame, fuel fired heating system, Construction of 25 unit 2-
storey wood frame LEED certifiable residence complex 
and its associated site and landscaping work. 

$8,100,000 estimated construction cost. 
LOW BID 

Maloney Contractors Ltd 
4049 West Side Rd N 
Kelowna BC V1Z 3W8 
Phone: 250-769-2395 
Fax 250-769-2385  
$7,887,493 

Journal of Commerce 

A B O R I G I N A L  HO U S I N G  

Dawson Creek area 
Hot-In-Place Recycling EPS - Dawson Creek 

Miscellaneous Roads (23.9 Km): Highway 49 - 8.1 km; 
Rolla Road - 1.5 km; Old Hart Highway - 6.6 km; Old 
Alaska Highway - 4.3 km and S Watson Road - 3.4 km. 
Approximate quantities: - 500 tonnes of levelling coarse; - 
18,000 m/2 of hot-in-place recycling; - 5,600 tonnes of 
asphalt mix. 

Estimated construction cost $2,418,169. 
LOW BID 

Peter's Brothers Constr Ltd 
716 Okanagan Ave E 
Penticton BC V2A 3K6 
Phone: 250-492-2626 
Fax 250-493-4464  
$2,418,169 

Journal of Commerce 

R E C YC L I N G R OA DWO R K  

SW of Tumbler Ridge BC to SW of Grovedale Alta 
Proposed construction of a 150 km sour gas pipeline 

from SW of Tumbler Ridge BC, to SW of Grovedale, 
Alberta. Scope of the work includes a 12 inch diameter 
pipeline designed to transport 1,982,000 cubic metres per 
day of natural gas. 

$60,000,000 estimated construction cost. 
OUT TO TENDER 

Journal of Commerce 

R E DW I L L OW SO U R GA S  
P I P E L I N E 

Briar Ridge Rd and Briar Ridge Area Roads (14.2 
km), Approx 15 Km South of Dawson Creek 

Resurfacing, through level course/overlay paving, 14 
kilometers of the existing Briar Ridge Road and roads 
within the Moore and Diamond Willow subdivisions 
(Briar Ridge Meadows Road, Diamond Willow Drive, 
Diamond Willow Subdivision Road, Johnson Subdivision 
Road, Moore Subdivision Road, Moore Way, Moore 
Drive) in the Briar Ridge area, approximately 15 
kilometers South of Dawson Creek 

$1,000,000 estimated construction cost. 
LOW BID 

Peter's Brothers Constr Ltd 
716 Okanagan Ave E 
Penticton BC V2A 3K6 
Phone: 250-492-2626 
Fax 250-493-4464  
$3,576,220 

Journal of Commerce 

B R I A R  R I D G E  
R OA DWO R K  
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Construction 
Apri l  2009  

Village of Pouce Coupe 
Design and construction of a new Fire Hall in the 

Village. The work includes demolition of the existing 
structure and build the new hall on the same property. The 
project will be an approximately 4,200 sq ft building with 
three bays for fire trucks, a gear storage/drying room, a 
hose tower space for the purpose of hanging and drying 
hoses, an office space, and multipurpose training area to be 
used specifically for the operational requirements of the 
Volunteer Fire department 

Estimated construction cost $450,000. 
LOW BID 

Way-Loe Contracting Ltd 
11119 Tahltan Rd 
Fort St John BC V1J 6G8 
Phone: 250-785-7111 
Fax: 250-785-7956  
$450,000 

Journal of Commerce 

South Peace Roads Sealcoat Package, Tupper 
and Tomslake areas, approx 30 km S of Dawson 
Creek 

Sealcoating approximately 38 kilometers of roads in 
the South Peace District, including the north 25 km of 
Boundary Road and the strengthening and sealcoating of 
4.5 km of Blockline Road and candidate area roads in the 
Tomslake and Tupper areas. 

Estimated construction cost $1,891,175. 
LOW BID 

OK Industries Ltd 
6702 Rajpur Place 
Saanichton BC V8M 1Z5 
Phone: 250-652-9211 
Fax 250-652-9210 
$1,891,175 

Journal of Commerce 

F I R E H A L L  SO U T H  P E AC E  ROA D S  
S E A L C OAT 

Calvin Kruk Centre for the Arts, Dawson Creek 
Proposed arts & cultural centre. Scope of the work 

includes the adaptive re-use of the former government post 
office building into a new community and cultural centre 
that will contain multi-purpose theatre space, meeting 
rooms, a dance hall and studio with administrative offices. 

$8,300,000 estimated construction cost. 
PRE-BID 

Journal of Commerce 

C O M M U N I T Y  A RT S  & 
C U LT U R A L  C E N T R E 
A LT E R AT I O N S  

Northern Lights College - Health Sciences 
Building Upgrade, Dawson Creek 

Project funding for the project is approved. Working 
drawings are in progress. Tender for a General Contractor 
is scheduled for June 2009. Construction start is scheduled 
for July 2009. Further update June 2009. 

This project will be receiving funding from the 
Federal Stimulus Package. 

$2,500,000 estimated construction cost. 
WORKING DRAWINGS 

Journal of Commerce 

C O M M U N I T Y  C O L L E G E  
A LT E R AT I O N S  
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NUMBER OF WELLS DRILLED 
IN BC  

1997 583 

1998 652 

1999 627 

2000 777 

2001 882 

2002 646 

2003 1049 

2004 1213 

Oil & Gas Commission 

2005 1376 

2006 1416 

2007 899 

2008 882 

2009 229 

As of April 21, 2009, there were 30 rigs drilling, 6 released and 1 rig 
prepped to spud. 

Oil & Gas Commission 

A C T I V E OI L  R I G S  

A P R I L  O I L  & G A S  SA L E 
OIL & GAS SALES 

BC’s 2008 year-end total was $2.66 
billion as 756,752 hectares were 

auctioned off at an average of $3,518 per 
hectare. 

Total 2006 - $629.85 million 

Total 2005 - $533.99 million 

Total 2004 - $232 million 

Total 2003 - $646.68 million 

Total 2002 - $288.54 million 

Total 2001 - $439.47 million 

Total 2000 - $248.24 million 

Total 1999 - $176.17 million 

Total 1998 - $94.34 million 

Total 1997 - $211.70 million 
Nickle’s Energy Group 

Total 2007 - $1.047 billion 

Energy 
Apri l  2009  

The April 2009 British Columbia land sale raised $18.1 million on 27 
657 hectares for an average price of $655 per hectare. In 2008 BC raised an 
overall $39.52 million for rights to 14 996 hectares at an average of $2,635 
per hectare. 

Through the four land sales this year, B.C. has collected $57.84 million 
on 79 162 hectares at an average of $731 per hectare, well down from 
$317.07 million, 169 744 hectare and a per-hectare average at just under 
$1,868 after the initial auctions last year. 

April 2008 - $39.52 million 
April 2007 - $4.92 million 
April 2006 - $24.60 million 
April 2005 - $10.31 million 
April 2004 - $6.99 million 
April 2003 - $8.65 million 
April 2002 - $7.35 million 
April 2001 - $32.92 million 
April 2000 - $18.8 million 
April 1999 - $12.5 million 
April 1998 - $4.6 million 

Nickle's Energy Group 

Trident Resources Corp ("TRC" or "Trident"), through its Canadian 
subsidiary Trident Exploration Corp., on April 1st 2009 it commenced 
drilling its first multi-lateral horizontal well targeting the Montney 
formation. The Trident-operated well was spud in TRC's Sunrise land block 
west of Dawson Creek, British Columbia. The well is expected to reach a 
total vertical depth of approximately 2,400 metres with two laterals 
extending an additional 1,000 metres in horizontal length per lateral. This 
multi-lateral well advances the drilling and completion techniques and 
information gained from the first three TRC-operated single-lateral 
horizontal wells drilled in the same area in the Montney formation over the 
past few months. TRC reports that its lateral drilling time has been reduced 
to less than four days, substantially quicker than its initial expectations 
based on area activity. Trident holds a 70% working interest in the lands. 

SYS-CON Media 

T R I D E N T  R E S O U RC E S  
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Energy 
Apri l  2009  

Bear Mountain Wind Park, British Columbia's first wind-power project is on schedule to be in service in November 
2009 and should start generating cash in the summer. The 102-megawatt project in northwest BC has received strong 
community support and it is expected to add about $18 million in earnings before income taxes, depreciation and 
amortization in 2010, supported by a 25-year, fixed-price contract with BC Hydro. 

David Cornhill, chairman and chief executive officer of AltaGas Income Trust, provided an update on its 
construction. Transmission lines have been installed, the substation is almost complete and turbines are set to arrive in mid-
May from Germany. Towers, which will be 82 metres tall (270 feet or 25 storeys) are being made in Saskatoon by Hitachi. 
The 41-metre blades are coming by rail a 14-day trip -- and will be installed one at a time. 

The trust expects capital expenditures of about $250 million in 2009: 28% on gas and 72% on power projects. The 
majority of the $200 million of committed spending is to complete construction of the wind project. 

Nickle’s Energy Group 

Starting in May, the wind turbines will begin arriving in Dawson Creek from Germany. After traversing the Atlantic 
ocean and navigating the Great Lakes, they will make their way by truck from Thunder Bay. It will take approximately two 
days of driving via the Yellowhead highway, Highway 40 through Grande Prairie and Highway 2 to Dawson Creek. The 
transportation component of this project is being handled by Enercon, who have experience moving turbines on many 
types of roads. 

Each piece of the turbine—blades, generators, nacelles and tower sections—will be transported individually. The 78-
meter long towers will be shipped in four pieces, with one section per truck. Blades are the most difficult to transport due to 
their 41-meter length. Trucks outfitted with special hinges will be used to transport the blades. All road, component, and 
truck dimensions have been considered; we don’t foresee having to modify any of the roads or existing infrastructure near 
the roads. 

The turbine components will bypass Dawson Creek via the Dangerous Goods Road and will arrive onsite via Radar 
Lake Road. None of the equipment will go through town. The Dangerous Goods Road and highway 2 into Dawson Creek 
will be most affected by the increase in heavy industrial trucking. 

What you can expect:  
• The truckloads will be continuous from early May until mid July. There will be some 500 truckloads during that 

interval.  
• There will be many trucks hauling heavy equipment up Radar Lake Road. Pilot trucks will be used for wide loads. 

By the time the trucks reach Radar Lake Road, they will be radio controlled as it is a narrow ONE-WAY road. For 
this reason, the public should avoid the area. 

• Trucks used for transporting wind turbine components are no different than the big trucks that already frequent the 
Dawson Creek area for oil and gas drilling and exploration activities. Instead of seeing a compressor or a vessel go 
by, it will be a wind turbine blade or tower. 

• Land agents from BV Land Consulting Ltd. will communicate with residents located near the project to keep 
them informed of the activities. Residents can expect this spring and summer to be similar to last year, but there 
will be more traffic. 

• Like last summer, dust control will once again continue throughout the summer. A calcium solution will be applied 
to help keep dust down and a water truck will be onsite full time. 

• The north access road will only be used for emergency purposes. 
http://www.altagas.ca 

B E A R  M O U N TA I N  WI N D  PA R K  

WI N D T U R B I N E S  

http://www.altagas.ca
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Energy 
Apri l  2009  

O I L  & GA S  O V E RV I E W 
South Peace’s oil and gas stakeholders plan to stay the course through 2009 despite the drop in commodity prices. 
Natural gas has recently hit a six-year low, trading at about $3.6 per million BTUs with futures at an even lower $3.5 

per million BTUs. 
Alan Boras of EnCana says the company has no plans to reduce production while continuing to receive a good price 

on natural gas. 
“We have some fixed prices through to the end of October and those fixed prices are very strong in excess of $9, and 

the current price is about $3.50, so it’s well ahead of the current prices,” he said.  “So that has brought a measure of stability 
and that’s on a large portion of our gas, so as a result of that we’re in a very strong financial state through to 2009.” 

Boras did admit the company would not be looking at any large project expansions in the Peace Region until the market 
regains a foothold. 

“We’re not going to be as active this year as we were last year because of the reduced prices, and then as the year 
unfolds we’ll continue to keep an eye on prices and adjust our budget investment,” he said. 

Talisman Energy was a latecomer in the Montney core and shale, east of Dawson Creek, but plans to make up for 
lost time while other companies are leveling out production.  A recent Talisman corporate presentation outlined a 2009 goal 
to more than double the number of 2008 rigs from six to thirteen and have a gross of 49 wells by the end of the year. 

BP Canada Energy Company just sanctioned its Noel project in 2008 and it has a goal of building 130 wells, 89 
well pads and six gathering stations over the next five to 10 years. 

Co-owner of Gerry’s Well Service, Curtis York can’t say enough about current production and potential for gas 
production in the region. 

“In onshore North America we are in the sweetest spot for conventional gas,” York said.  “It’s evident.  It’s prevalent.  
It’s total fact we are in the spot to be in.” 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

Operators drilled only 432 new wells in March, 64% below the 1,189 wells rig released in March 2008. That put the 
first quarter total at 2,971 wells rig released, a 42% plunge from 5,137 wells for the same three months in 2008. 

The March total of 432 wells is the fewest wells drilled for that month in Canada since 1992. 
The 2,971 wells rig released in the first three months of 2009 is the lowest since 1999 when operators drilled 2,689 

wells. The busiest first quarter occurred in 2006 - following the spike in North American gas prices induced by Gulf of 
Mexico shut-in gas due to hurricanes - when industry rig released 7,613 new well. 

Based on rig release counts, British Columbia weathered the storm better than other provinces in Canada. Operators 
finished work on 304 new wells to the end of March this year, 15% below the 359 wells rig released for the same quarter in 
2008. 

Canada's other two big petroleum provinces - Alberta and Saskatchewan - experienced much sharper declines of 43% 
and 51% respectively from a year earlier. 

Nickle’s Energy Group 

M A RC H  WE L L S  
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Energy 
Apri l  2009  

EnCana Corporation, Canadian Natural Resources Limited and ConocoPhillips Canada Limited were 
the top three operators of new wells in the first three months of 2009 although all three companies cut back their drilling 
programs significantly from the prior year. 

EnCana drilled 861 032 metres as operator during the quarter and was the dominant driller in both Alberta and British 
Columbia. However, it drilled only 836 wells this year, down 271 from 1,107 wells last year and even further below the 
2007 first quarter count of 1,215 wells. 

Canadian Natural was a distant second at 245 085 metres of hole through the end of March but drilled more metres (75 
468) of exploratory hole than any other operator. Canadian Natural was also the second most active operator (ranked by 
metres drilled) in Alberta. It drilled 176 wells in the first quarter as operator, down from 353 last year and 464 wells in the 
first three months of 2007. 

ConocoPhillips ranked second in exploratory metres drilled (65 153 metres) and third overall with 235 771 metres 
drilled. The company was also third in Alberta with 194 929 metres of hole. The company drilled 106 wells in the first 
quarter compared to 179 last year and 150 in the first quarter of 2007. 

Following EnCana, the next two busiest operators of the quarter in British Columbia were Royal Dutch Shell (46 
940 metres) and Murphy Oil Company Ltd. (45 604 metres). Harvest Energy Trust drilled the most wells (39) in the 
province during the quarter. 

Compared to the first three months of last year, the operators with the largest cutbacks this past winter were EnCana 
(down 271 wells), Husky (off 182 wells), Canadian Natural (down 177 wells) and ConocoPhillips (a 73 well decline). 

Overall, operators of all sizes drilled 2,972 wells during the quarter ended March 31, 2009, down 2,166 holes from the 
same period in 2008. 

Noteworthy among the operators that bucked the down trend were ARC Energy Trust, which increased its operated 
well count by 37 holes to 74 wells and Taqa North Ltd. (up 32 wells to 83). 

Nickle’s Energy Group 

1 S T  QUA RT E R DR I L L I N G 

Photo by Peace PhotoGraphics 
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Energy 
Apri l  2009  

In North America, Talisman Energy production averaged 179,000 boe/d for the first quarter of 2009, down 2% from 
a year ago. Production from continuing operations was relatively unchanged from the same period in 2008. Oil and liquids 
volumes were down 3%, due largely to natural declines. Natural gas volumes increased 1% with increases in 
unconventional areas (Appalachia, Outer Foothills, Montney), as well as in Monkman and the Northern Alberta Foothills, 
which more than offset declines in other conventional areas. 

Capital spending included $250 million in unconventional areas for development and piloting activities, plus $140 
million on other properties. This other spending was comprised mainly of carry-in capital from the 2008 capital program, 
with some excellent results. A well in Monkman, BC tested at 40 mmcf/d raw gas and a Greater Ojay, BC well tested at 23 
mmcf/d raw gas. 

Talisman participated in 61 gross (32.4 net) wells in the quarter, with 53 gross wells in unconventional plays. 
In the Montney Core, Talisman drilled 11 gross (9.9 net) wells in the quarter out of a planned 35 well program. The 

most recent five horizontal wells have averaged initial 30-day production rates of over 3 mmcfe/d. Talisman has made 
significant strides in reducing costs in the Montney. A recent well was drilled and completed at a cost of $3.8 million, which 
is top tier performance and a 50% reduction from the Company's average 2008 drilling costs in the area. Talisman is also 
achieving best in class completion costs in the area. 

Talisman continues to progress piloting in the Montney Shale, with seven gross (four net) wells drilled in the quarter. 
Results are encouraging and the Company recently completed its first horizontal shale well. Talisman is evaluating egress 
options for the area and plans to build gathering and processing facilities later this year. 

www.talisman-energy.com 

TA L I S M A N  E N E RG Y 

One company that illustrates the Montney's potential is ARC Energy Trust, which claims credit for launching the 
play six years ago. "We really don't anticipate a lot of easing up of cost structure in the Montney because the activity level 
there will actually be higher in 2009 than it was in 2008 with [Royal Dutch Shell] arriving on the scene," says ARC 
president John Dielwart. 

The Calgarian made the comment in a presentation to BMO Capital Markets' 2009 North American Unconventional 
Gas Conference in New York City, held in mid-January. Depending on the recovery factor, ARC's Montney acreage has 
the potential to double or even triple the trust's reserves, Dielwart said.  

The latest analysis estimates ARC's total Montney discovered gas in place at 8.1 Tcf to 3.5 Tcf in its main Dawson 
area, including the West Dawson lands, and 4.6 Tcf on its West Montney exploration acreage.  

ARC plans to spend at least $170 million in the area this year. Some work was deferred to 2010 after the company 
cut its 2009 capital budget in January. "But what we are moving aggressively forward with is construction of a new 60 
MMcf/d gas plant to come on stream early first quarter, we hope, of 2010, and we'll be drilling the wells required to fill 
that plant," Dielwart says. 

ARC reports that Montney reserves are being added at a cost of about $10 per barrel of oil equivalent, or about $1.50/
Mcf. Of the more than 100 wells drilled to date, Dielwart says results have ranged from less than 2 MMcf/d to nearly 9 
MMcf/d. Economics are "very good" at around 4 MMcf/d, he comments, but at 2.5 MMcf/d, "you're certainly going to 
need much, much higher prices. You need, in our opinion, a big land spread to be able to have the law of averages work 
for you." 

Oil & Gas Inquirer 

ARC E N E RG Y TRU S T  

http://www.talisman-energy.com
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Agriculture  
BI O D I E S E L  P L A N T 

Local canola growers could find a new local market for their product, after a $2 million provincial capital grant in a 
liquid biofuels project was announced. 

But before Peace Biofuels Ltd. (PBL) can put its proposed $60-million canola biodiesel plant in Dawson Creek into 
operation, significant roadblocks will have to be navigated — competition with US biodiesel producers and difficulty of 
obtaining financing being two chief problems. 

The provincial money is “a good deal to help us build the plant,” said Garnet Berge, chair of PBL’s six-member 
steering committee, composed of local producers. 

The plant would produce 40 million litres of biodiesel annually, and would employ 25 to 35 fulltime employees, Berge 
said.  But first, it needs funding and guarantees. 

The plant could consume 15 to 20% of all canola produced in BC and the Alberta Peace region, and “would be great for 
regional development and income,” said Berge.  His comments were echoed by Peace River MLA Blair Lekstrom, who said 
the plant could “give our agricultural producers a diversified market.” 

It could also fill a niche with local canola growers, who see about 20% of the crop wind up as off-grade product.  While 
off-grade canola is not edible, it makes no difference for biodiesel production, Berge said. 

The PBL plant would crush canola, extract the oil, then process it into pure, unblended biodiesel, referred to as B100.  
The product would be further refined in a Husky Oil refinery in Prince George before going to market.  Berge said he’d 
ultimately like to see a blending facility and card lock set up in Dawson Creek. 

If the hurdles are overcome, construction would commence in 2010, and the plant would start up by April 2011.  Aside 
from the PBL proposal, there are few other biodiesel plants in BC — one in Fernie, a few in the Lower Mainland, and one 
proposed 265-million litre per year canola biodiesel plant to be built in Lloydminster, AB. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

First Coal Corporation has achieved a major step forward in its plans to explore and develop a portion of its large 
coal position in northeastern British Columbia. 

First Coal’s President and CEO Douglas Smith signed a Memorandum of Understanding in Chetwynd, along with 
Chief Derek Orr of the McLeod Lake Indian Band. The McLeod Lake Indian Band is the first band on board for this new 
development. 

The company’s Central South and South Cirque properties fall within the Treaty 8 territory, which includes the 
traditional aboriginal lands of the McLeod Lake Indian Band. Through this memorandum, First Coal has committed to 
provide employment and business opportunities to area First Nations and local companies while also ensuring safeguards to 
protect the environment and local caribou population. 

The company has met frequently with four of the First Nations within Treaty 8 territory including the McLeod Lake 
Band, Halfway River First Nations, Saulteau First Nations and West Moberly First Nations, as part of the consultation 
process. 

First Coal Corporation expects to begin production in early 2010. 
http://www.energeticcity.ca 

Mining 
F I R S T  C OA L C O R P O R AT I O N 

http://www.energeticcity.ca
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The late Mayor Calvin Kruk posthumously received a Project Porchlight 2009 Catalyst Award.  Project Porchlight was 
created by the Ottawa-based group One Change, which is an environmental group that focuses on taking small steps 
towards reducing climate change, such as using energy efficient light bulbs and maintaining good tire pressure on vehicles. 

Kruk was instrumental in bringing the project to BC and helping to deliver more than 20,000 energy efficient light 
bulbs throughout the province. 

The executive director of One Change said the most important accomplishment Kruk achieved through the effort was 
giving people the belief that they can make a difference. 

“Calvin Kruk was unique in that he felt it was his job as mayor to make people feel like they’re part of solutions,” said 
Stuart Hickox.  “He was a catalyst for change in Dawson Creek so we wanted to give him that award.” 

Since the first Project Porchlight event in Dawson Creek, which took place at last year’s community cleanup day, over 
20 additional BC municipalities have contacted the group expressing their interest. 

The other recipients of a 2009 Catalyst Awarad were MP David McGuinty, EnCana and the Vermont Energy 
Investment. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

C ATA LY S T  A WA R D 

C U LT U R A L  C E N T R E 
The Dawson Creek Cultural Centre project (old post office) was given a green light following an announcement that 

the federal and provincial governments will provide $6.3 million in support of the “Calvin Kruk Centre for the Arts”. 
Prince George-Peace River MP Jay Hill and South Peace MLA Blair Lekstrom held a press conference at Lekstrom’s 

constituency office for an event Hill described as bittersweet. 
“It’s a bittersweet announcement as Mayor Calvin Kruk is not here with us to see his vision visualized,” Hill said.  

“Mayor Kruk campaigned tirelessly for a cultural centre for Dawson Creek including travelling to Ottawa to promote the 
idea of the centre with my cabinet colleagues including my good friend Chuck Strahl and I can say today, Calvin we were 
listening.” 

Hill said the project fits in with his government’s plan to stimulate the economy through stable, predictable and acceler-
ated infrastructure funding. 

Lekstrom illustrated Hill’s comment about the “bittersweet” after pausing to stifle emotions brought on when mention-
ing Kruk. 

“Calvin was a great friend,” he continued after regaining composure.  “He began this process quite some time ago.  We 
worked closely together on bringing it to reality.  I know today he’s looking down and smiling on us saying ‘thank good-
ness you guys didn’t drop the ball.’” 

The proposed community and cultural centre will be housed in the 42,000 square foot historic post office building.  It 
will feature a multi-purpose theatre space, meeting rooms, dance and textile studios and administrative offices.  It will also 
be the new home for the Kiwanis Performing Arts Centre (KPAC). 

The rough estimate puts project completion at about 18 months, and Mayor Mike Bernier said they are continuing to 
find an interim home for KPAC. 

A feasibility study completed in March by Commonwealth Historic Resource Management Limited gave a project esti-
mate of just under $9.5 million.  This leaves the City of Dawson Creek with an outstanding balance of about $3.2 million. 

Counselor Terry MacFadyen said they were looking for corporate sponsors for the project. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 
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F E D E R A L  /  P ROV I N C I A L  FU N D I N G  R E C E I V E D  
The federal government augmented the provincial Towns for Tomorrow and Local Motion funds with an additional 

$6.5 million all of which goes towards projects ready for construction this spring or summer in the Peace.  The investment 
is a subset of the $12-billion of federal dollars being spent on new infrastructure funding this year and next year. 

While the Towns for Tomorrow program has existed at the provincial level for about three years, this year marks the 
first time the federal government has contributed to it, said MP Jay Hill, who’s one of seven members of the federal 
government’s Treasury Board. 

Dawson Creek will benefit through a $341,300 upgrade to the Lungul Reservoir-Emergency Pumping Station, which 
provides a back-up drinking water supply to the city, $504,700 in Small Community Grants, and $217,400 in Traffic Fine 
Revenue Sharing which will help cover the city’s policing costs.  Another $20,000 will help the city get through Phase 2 of 
its Water Demand Management Plan. 

Other South Peace municipalities benefitting include Pouce Coupe ($400,000 to help build a new firehall), Chetwynd 
($400,000 for the Legacy Housing assisted-living project), and Tumbler Ridge ($400,000 to replace doors, windows and 
insulation on their community centre). 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

P L U G - I N  HY B R I D C A R 
The City of Dawson Creek will be running a greener fleet this spring thanks to a provincial pilot project aimed at 

converting vehicles to become plug-in hybrids. 
The city’s transformed 2008 Toyota Prius was unveiled outside City Hall and test-driven by Mayor Mike Bernier and 

Energy Minister Blair Lekstrom whose ministry provided the funds for the conversion. 
“This initiative is in line with our community’s progression to becoming sustainable, energy self-sufficient and carbon 

neutral,” said Bernier.  The plug-in hybrid’s battery system was beefed up by Vancouver company REV Technologies, who 
performed the conversion.  The battery system can now be recharged by plugging into a wall outlet, allowing the car to run 
purely out of electricity in some driving situations. 

The conversion means a doubling of the Prius’ fuel economy to 2.35 litres per hundred kilometers (100 miles per 
gallon).  The vehicle’s range on pure electrical power is about 60 kilometers. 

“The city has been trying to make its fleet more efficient,” said Emanuel Machado, the city’s Director of Corporate 
Planning.  Dawson Creek is also trying to make its operations completely carbon-neutral by 2012, and has strategies aimed 
at consumption of natural gas, electricity and fuel. 

The city is trying to reduce its fuel consumption by 20% by 2016, and plug-in hybrids could go a long way towards that 
goal, while reducing greenhouse gas emissions. 

The car will be used by city staff for business around town, including building inspections and road trips to other 
municipalities.  Before the modifications, the city’s Prius was able to make it to Vancouver on one tank of gas, but with the 
modifications, Machado expects one tank will now suffice for the entire round trip. 

Because it’s a pilot project, a data monitoring system was also installed in the car, allowing it to beam information back 
to Victoria via satellite. 

The city has also been using Ford Escapes in place of trucks with eight cylinder engines, which means $15,000 in fuel 
savings per car over five years, Machado said. 

Kelowna and Penticton were the only other cities approved for the project, while Vancouver has it’s own program for 
plug-in hybrids. 

Three vehicles apiece from the vehicle fleets of BC Hydro and the provincial government are also being converted to 
plug-in hybrids. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

City News 
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O I L  & GA S  C O M M I S S I O N 
By the end of April, South Peace residents with questions over nearby oil and gas development will be able to get 

answers in person, thanks to a new Oil & Gas Commission (OGC) office set to open in Dawson Creek. 
The office will have 10 staff when it opens to the public later this month.  Compliance and enforcement officers and a 

land liaison officer will be among those calling the office home, and they’ll likely be kept busy by increasing oil and gas 
exploration in the Montney play that underlies the South Peace region. 

In addition to the land liaison officer, an independent farmer’s advocate will also work out of the new office.  The two 
positions will have complementary roles, though the farmer’s advocate won’t work for the OGC and will have an expanded 
role that includes explaining leases to rural residents. 

The Montney play “is the most competitive gas play in Western Canada,” said Oil & Gas Commission CEO Alex 
Ferguson at the opening.  The combination of infrastructure, population, and services available in the vicinity of the gas 
deposits are what make the Montney so competitive, he said. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

C OAT  O F  A R M S  
Dawson Creek has received an official coat of arms slightly over half-a-century since the city’s inauguration. 
The process of getting a coat of arms has taken a number of years in itself. 
In order to get a coat of arms, a city applies to a stand-alone crown corporation under the federal government, 

responsible for working with municipalities to create coats of arms.  There were a total of three different versions created 
before the final was approved by administration. 

The unveiling took place during a Council meeting. 
Each individual symbol was explained by council and community liaison Elaine Peterson. 
She started with a raven holding an aspen leaf, representative of the local bird and Peace River region’s forestry 

industry.  Two elk were chosen after a long discussion on whether moose, buffalo, bear or a host of other indigenous 
animals common to the area might better represent Dawson Creek, Peterson said.  Each of the elk is wearing traditional 
Metis sashes in recognition of the Metis people who populate the area.  Droplets of oil as well as flames have been included 
in recognition of the oil and gas industry. 

One of the last items to be added to the coat of arms was Dawson Creek’s official flower, the goldenrod, which was 
unveiled in the spring of 2008. 

The motto “New Frontiers, New Beginnings,” was provided by a former member of the Heritage Commission, Wayne 
Mould. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

City News 
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MoneySense magazine’s annual survey ranked 154 Canadian cities, based on analysis of two dozen different indicators, 
from weather and crime rates, to home prices, tax rates and cultural and recreational factors. 

The BC Capital moved up one spot, in 2009, to the top of the list, changing places with the number one city, in 2008, 
Ottawa-Gatineau. 

Kingston and Burlington, Ontario, are ranked 3rd and 4th, and Vancouver has jumped, from 10th to 5th place.  In 
Alberta, Edmonton moved from 29th to 18th and stayed ahead of rival Calgary, which went from 35th to 26th. 

Locally, Dawson Creek leaped over Fort St John, with a major jump, from 114th to 34th, while Fort St John fell from 
24th to 38th. 

In BC, Dawson Creek ranked as the 5th best place to live and Fort St John ranked as 6th. 
MoneySense 

B E S T  P L AC E S  T O LI V E 
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J U N I O R  HO C K E Y F R A N C H I S E  
After months of negotiations with no fewer than four different hockey organizations, trips across North America and 

hours spent working the phones, Dawson Creek will have a junior hockey team for 2010-11 season. 
The new franchise is part of the North American Hockey League and will be the first Canadian team in the 20-team, 

four-division league. 
The NAHL was founded in 1975 as the Great Lakes Junior Hockey League.  Nine years later the name changed to the 

North American Junior Hockey League and it was later modified to its current name.  Early in its history the league only 
had three clubs, but has since grown to its current format. 

Most of the teams are in communities around the Great Lakes, but there are teams as far away as Texas, Alaska and 
Washington. 

A typical road trip for the Dawson Creek team would see a Wednesday bus trip to Edmonton, a flight to Seattle and one 
or two games in Wenachee, then a flight to Alaska for one or two games and a flight back to Edmonton before a bus trip 
home Sunday. 

Several times over the course of the 58-game season, the Dawson Creek club will travel east to play in showcase 
tournaments in Michigan or Minnesota.  That’s where the real exposure to the American college scouts will take place.  And 
that’s one of the major selling points of the league. 

The team will set up as a non-profit society (the DC Rage Hockey Society) and the founding members are providing 
the funding and the $400,000 US franchise fee. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

The Province is delivering the latest installment from the Peace River Memorandum of Understanding (also referred to 
as FairShare), more than $29 million this year alone, to support and enhance economic development and regional 
infrastructure for the Peace River Regional District and its member municipalities, Blair Lekstrom, Minister of Energy, 
Mines and Petroleum Resources and MLA for Peace River South and Community Development Minister Kevin Krueger 
announced. 

 “With this increase in funding of more than $2.5 million over last year, the provincial government is ensuring that the 
infrastructure we depend on every day is safe, reliable, and capable of meeting the future needs of our growing economy,” 
said Lekstrom. “Unlike other parts of British Columbia, communities in the northeast do not have the same access to an 
industrial tax base to help share the cost of financing municipal infrastructure. Our ‘FairShare’ M.O.U. helps support 
infrastructure improvements and other important projects determined by the local governments.” 

 Since its signing in 2005, the Peace River Memorandum of Understanding has delivered $121 million to communities 
in the northeast.  

“This agreement has delivered $61 million more than would have been delivered under the previous FairShare 
agreement,” said Krueger. “These additional funds are making a measurable difference in the development of the 
communities within the region, helping them shape their goals and visions.”   

Announced in 2005, the Provincial / Peace River Memorandum of Understanding provides at least $20 million 
annually, indexed to changes in the rural industrial assessment base, to the Peace River Regional District. The funds act as 
“grants-in-lieu” as Peace River communities cannot access what would ordinarily be their municipal industrial property 
taxes. 

Representatives from the communities of Chetwynd, Hudson’s Hope, Taylor, Tumbler Ridge, Dawson Creek, Fort St. 
John and Pouce Coupe were signatories to the Memorandum of Understanding. The funds are divided among local 
governments within the regional district through a formula determined by the region. 

Government of BC News Release 

F A I RSH A I R  
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Global Spectrum Facility Management, the management company that operates the EnCana Events Centre, named 
Ryan MacIvor, as the facility’s General Manager, it was announced by Global Spectrum Chief Operating Officer John Page. 

“Ryan’s experience will be invaluable as the City of Dawson Creek and Global Spectrum Facility Management begin 
this new venture,” said Dawson Creek Mayor Mike Bernier. “Ryan has been an integral part of our community over the past 
seven years, has been a tremendous asset to us opening the EnCana Events Centre over the past year. Ryan has been 
involved with the planning of the South Peace Community Multiplex since day one.” 

MacIvor, who was most recently the Assistant General Manager and Director of Marketing for the EnCana Events 
Centre and will oversee the day-to-day operations of the EnCana Events Centre, including the booking, scheduling, 
financial review, marketing, public relations and maintenance of the multi-facility complex.  

Tumbler Ridge News  

M C IVO R  NE W  GM 

Municipalities throughout the region and across the province will receive double their gas tax transfers this year to be 
used on infrastructure projects. The gas tax money is given annually to municipalities as a share of money spent on gas. 

Dawson Creek will receive $504,254 for 2009-10 up from $256,641 in 2008/09. 
Northeast News 

G A S  TA X  T R A N S F E R  P AY M E N T S  

City News 
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Like most municipalities in BC, Dawson Creek has signed on to the provincial government’s Climate Acton Charter, 
but it may be one of the first to actually have a strategy to meet emission reduction targets. 

City council adopted a carbon neutral strategy during a meeting on April 6 that will help the city identify and 
implement opportunities to become carbon neutral by 2012, a requirement of the charter. Staff with the sustainable 
community development department were responsible for creating the strategy. 

“We were doing a lot of this work way before the city signed the charter, but the need to have a plan like this came out 
of the signing of the charter itself,” said Emanuel Machado, director of that department. 

The city will follow a six-step approach to becoming carbon neutral, which began with the signing the charter in 2007. 
The next step is collecting and monitoring emissions data from the city’s infrastructure, and to that end, a number of energy 
audits have been done on some municipal buildings. 

Machado said that new municipal buildings will be much more energy efficient, but he said the older buildings still 
need a lot of work. 

“New construction that’s being built in the near future is going to be built to a much higher energy standard than it was 
built up until now, so that presents huge opportunities,” he said. “I still think the bigger challenge is for existing 
infrastructure because 80 to 90 per cent of our community is already built.” 

The third and fourth steps are to identify and implement opportunities to reduce emissions in three areas: energy 
efficiency, renewable energy and cleaner-burning fuel alternatives, such as biodiesel. The city has already taken a number 
of steps, including replacing 200 streetlights and all city-owned traffic lights with more efficient bulbs, and installing solar 
panels on traffic signs, pedestrian crossings, bus stops and trail lights. A number of municipal buildings have had retrofitted 
lighting systems and solar hot water heaters installed. The city has also purchased more fuel-efficient vehicles, including the 
new plug-in electric hybrid unveiled earlier this month. 

Machado said the city is looking at the potential for wind power and biomass technology to power and heat some of its 
buildings. Although not identified in the strategy, Machado said other projects like the Energy House project at the Northern 
Lights College and the proposed Centennial Green project could have implications for carbon reduction as well. 

However, even if all the opportunities identified in the strategy were implemented, it would only reduce the city’s 
emissions by 54 per cent of projected 2012 levels. In order to meet the carbon neutral requirement, the city would have to 
purchase carbon offsets, capital investments in projects that would reduce emissions. Machado’s department is in the 
process of developing an offset purchase policy to be completed next year, but that policy will depend largely on provincial 
regulations regarding the cost per tonne of carbon offsets, and whether those offsets could be invested locally. 

Based on a $50 per tonne cost, if the city did nothing to reduce emissions by 2012, it could be liable for $170,000 worth 
of carbon offsets. However, that amount would be less than $80,000 if all the opportunities were acted on, and less than 
$60,000 if 20 per cent more opportunities were acted on than identified. 

However, as part of the strategy, the city will set-up a Carbon Neutral Fund of $100 per tonne for all municipal 
emissions.  

Machado said although the amount is higher than what the city would likely have to pay for offsets, it allows for 
investments in infrastructure before 2012 in order to further reduce the offset liability. 

“The more you invest in infrastructure, the less offsets you’ll have to buy in the first place,” he explained. He added 
that it was important to realize that many of the projects the city has or will embark on have cost-savings that will be 
realized in the future. 

“We spend $1.4 million a year consuming energy, and I think it’s prudent as managers of the infrastructure to find 
ways to reduce those costs. When you reduce those costs, you also reduce your emissions, which has added benefits.” 

Northeast News 

C A R B O N  NE U T R A L I T Y  
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A new StrongStart BC Outreach program will be operating in the Peace River South school district in order to reach as 
many preschool-age children as possible. 

In the Peace River South school district, the StrongStart BC Outreach program will be provided at Devereaux 
Elementary school in Arras, Parkland Elementary school in Farmington, and Tate Creek Elementary school in Tomslake. 

StrongStart BC Outreach programs provide the high quality early learning program in communities where a StrongStart 
BC early learning centre would not be a viable model, based on the following criteria: 

• remoteness from a school that has a centre, or is likely to have a centre. 
• small number of preschool-aged children in the community. 
• limited access to early learning programs in the area, specifically rural or remote communities. 
The StrongStart BC Outreach program provides play-based early learning experiences led by a qualified early 

childhood educator. Children will have the opportunity to grow linguistically, emotionally and socially, and become 
comfortable in a school-like setting. 

The Peace River South school district will receive funding for the StrongStart BC Outreach program that will cover the 
costs of start-up and learning materials and for this year’s operating costs, including staff, professional development, 
supplies and healthy snacks. 

Government of BC News Release 

The Province is investing $2 million in a new training program that will provide essential workplace skills necessary 
for British Columbians to succeed at their jobs, while creating new resources for skills training across British Columbia. 

SkillsPlus pilot projects will be offered across BC including Dawson Creek, and will provide a range of skills training 
to more than 500 British Columbians employed in small businesses in various occupational sectors. Through the program, 
additional training in essential skills such as computer use, reading and numeracy will be built into regular workplace-based 
training, enabling participants to benefit from a wider range of improved skills. 

Essential skills include reading text, document use, numeracy, writing, oral communication, working with others, 
continuous learning, thinking skills and computer use. Improving essential skills levels help employees deal with more 
complex tasks, expanding their abilities and improving productivity. 

Government of BC News Release 

Work on renovating the health sciences building at Northern Lights College’s Dawson Creek campus will go ahead 
with $2.5 million from the provincial and federal governments, creating up to 16 jobs. 

This investment is part of the federal government’s two-year, $2-billion plan to repair and expand research and 
educational facilities at Canadian post-secondary institutions. The Knowledge Infrastructure Program is helping to provide 
economic stimulus and promote employment by creating jobs for engineers, architects, tradespeople and technicians. In 
B.C. the federal government is providing up to 50% of the cost of selected projects on a cost-share basis with the Province. 

The governments are investing $2.5 million to expand spaces for health sciences training, including the college’s 
practical nursing program. The project is expected to begin at the end of this month and create up to 16 jobs. The 
renovations will make more room for student nurses at a time when nurses are in demand throughout the province. 

This is one of 29 projects at post-secondary institutions across the province that will break ground quickly thanks to a 
joint federal-provincial investment of $433 million. This project is also part of an overall $14-billion capital infrastructure 
program supported by the Province to create jobs and vital public infrastructure in every region of B.C. 

Government of BC News Release 

S T RO N GS TA RT  O U T R E AC H 

H E A LT H SC I E N C E S  RE N OVAT I O N S  AT  NLC 

E S S E N T I A L  WO R K P L AC E  SK I L L S  T R A I N I N G 
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Human Services 
P A L L I AT I V E C A R E RO O M S 

The South Peace Hospice and Palliative Care Society will be raising funds to give dignity and comfort to those in their 
final days at the new addition to the Rotary Manor. 

The society will soon have the task of furnishing and decorating the new facility’s two palliative care rooms and a quiet 
room, said the co-ordinator of South Peace Hospice Palliative Care Society. 

“Northern Health is going to supply the basics like the bed and bedside table, but we would like to put some more cozy 
furniture in each room so it’s more like a bedroom at home instead of a hospital room,” said Linda LaFleur.  “It’s just more 
conducive to a peaceful tranquil environment.” 

LaFleur pointed out the simple things they add to a room, like pullout couches, coffee makers, and microwaves can 
make a lot of difference for both the patients as well as their visitors. 

These rooms also tend to be set away from the rest of a care facility and are not shared. 
“It’s more private and the rest of the ward is a little farther away so that there’s not the hustle and bustle of being put 

into a bed in the hospital with another person in the room as well,” LaFleur said. “When you’re palliative, it’s nice to have 
that private room to yourself.” 

In the past, the South Peace Hospice and Palliative Care Society raised funds for a cabinet warmer for the cancer care 
ward at the Dawson Creek and District Hospital, upkeep of a palliative care room at that location and beds for their bed loan 
program.  Funds are also raised to help train the society’s 18 volunteers. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

Recreation & Leisure 
C A N A D I A N  NAT I O N A L  WO M E N’S  H O C K E Y 

Dawson Creek has pulled off a major coup in hockey circles with the announcement that the Canadian National 
Women’s Hockey Team will be holding its conditioning camp in the city from May 25 to June 17. 

The team will arrive in the city with 26 players, coaches and support staff for 24 days of drills, scrimmages, fitness 
training and team building.  The 26 are trying to crack the 21-player roster for the team that will represent Canada at the 
Vancouver 2010 Olympics and defend the gold medal the Canadian team won at the 2006 Olympics in Turin. 

The sparkling new EnCana Events Centre was one of the drawing cards.  The facility is the newest such facility in the 
Peace Country and visiting players have overwhelmingly been impressed with it.  Team Canada coach Melody Davidson 
who was watching the February 9 Battle of the Border match between Calgary’s Oval X-treme and the US Selects was also 
impressed. 

Sometimes being a relatively isolated community works to one’s advantage.  Four years ago, the team held its training 
camp at the University of Prince Edward Island in Charlottetown.  That allowed the team to escape from the prying eyes of 
the big-city media and into a smaller community where the players were able to concentrate on training.  It paid off with a 
gold medal in the 2006 Winter Olympics. 

Team officials opted to hold this pre-Olympic training camp in another small community, and a city the size of Dawson 
Creek, four to six hours away from a major centre, was ideal. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 



- 21 - Apri l  2009  

Recreation & Leisure 

W A S H I N G T O N  GE N E R A L S  
The Washington Generals are the perennial whipping boys of the basketball world, but you won’t hear any of them 

complaining.  In fact, players have to try out for the Generals and sign a one-year contract to earn the honour of getting their 
butts whipped every game by the world famous Harlem Globetrotters and carry on what is surely the longest losing streak 
ever recorded. 

“The last time we won was in January of 1971.  So we are on a 38-plus year streak but it will happen.” said Generals 
forward Ben Augustine. 

The Generals latest humiliation was a 77-68 thumping at the EnCana Events Centre, and that nine-point difference 
came after the scoreclock was “adjusted” in the fourth quarter to give the Generals a few more points and make the game 
closer. 

But the score wasn’t a surprise.  The smaller Generals are supposed to lose to make the Globetrotters, the real stars of 
the show, shine that much brighter. 

They have some skill but not quite enough to outshine the Globetrotters and, at the same time, they allow themselves to 
be the brunt of many a joke. 

They’re the ones who get their pants pulled down just before a foul shot, aimlessly chase the Globetrotters around the 
court and take the place of pylons as the Globetrotters weave through them and show off their basketball wizardry. 

It’s the Globetrotters who are the fan favourites.  The Generals are mere props.   
The Globetrotters present tour started December 26 in Green Bay, Wisconsin and will wrap up April 26 in Victoria.  

After a brief break, it’s a trip to Asia in May.  The Globetrotters will entertain fans in Singapore and Malaysia along with 
other stops and the Generals will, no doubt, lose every game. 
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H A R L E M  GL O B E T RO T T E R S  
There are lots of imitations, but only one true Harlem Globetrotter basketball team, says a member of the world-famous 

club that has entertained more than 128 million fans in 120 countries and will be adding Dawson Creek to that long list of 
venues in April. 

“We are the original Harlem Globetrotters that started it all in 1926 in Chicago.  There are a lot of teams that have spun 
off from the Globetrotters.  There were players who have played with the Globetrotters and started their own teams, but we 
are the original,” said Wun Versher who joined the club 14 years ago after earning a degree in recreation management on a 
basketball scholarship at Arizona State University. 

The club will be at the EnCana Events Centre to entertain everyone, from the die-hard basketball fans to families out 
for a night of fun at the EnCana Events Centre.  It’s a couple hours of wild antics and craziness that’s suitable for all, said 
Versher, nicknamed “The Shot” for his deadly accurate jump shot. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

A D U LT  SO C C E R 
Adult soccer has expanded to three divisions this year. 
The 10-week season kicks off May 8 with six teams in both the competitive and semi-competitive divisions and four on 

the recreation side. 
The league has steadily grown from one division a couple of years ago to two last season and now three. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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Recreation & Leisure 
NI T T Y  GR I T T Y  DI RT  BA N D 

The well-attended show by the Nitty Gritty Dirt Band provided more than a night of country, bluegrass and folk rock to 
people in the Peace — it also went down as one of the most successful nights at the City-owned EnCana Events Centre. 

Attendance was 3,300, making the show the second biggest in the event centre’s short history.  Only Randy Travis’ 
August 2008 show to open the venue was bigger. 

Each band member displayed multiple talents during the night, but none more electrifying than drummer Jeff Hanna’s 
harmonica solo at centre stage.  As the band stepped back on stage to join him, the solo gave way to the opening chords of 
“Fishing in the Dark”, one of the biggest crowdpleasers of the night.  Other hits included “Cadillac Ranch”, “Mr. 
Bojangles”, “Will the Circle Be Unbroken”, and “Speed of Life”. 
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IC E  C A R N I VA L  
The Mile Zero Figure Skating Club wrapped up its winter season with the annual ice carnival when close-to-capacity 

crowds watched about 80 skaters perform to well-known Disney tunes. 
This year’s carnival theme was “Once upon a time …” and featured the music from such well-known Disney classics as 

Aladin, Little Mermaid, Cinderella and Sleeping Beauty.  Skaters, ages three to 29, took part in the two hour show, but it 
was the youngsters in Canskate who were particularly thrilled to be on the ice in front of family and friends for the first 
time. 

The show included a guest appearance by Ryan Bradley.  The gregarious 25-year-old American skater is fittingly 
nicknamed “Mr. Personality on Ice” and he lived up to his moniker in both shows. 

The carnival wraps up the club’s busy winter season, but many of the older skaters have enrolled in spring school 
across town in the EnCana Events Centre. 

A few skaters are expected to attend a competition in Edmonton in late April, and beyond that some will be in Kelowna 
in July for a summer skating school. 
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Culture 
P E T T I T  BO O K  SH O RT L I S T E D  

The Don Pettit book, The Peace: A History in Photographs was released to great acclaim in the region last year, but 
now the work of the local photographer-turned-historian is receiving attention on a much broader level. 

The work was just short-listed for a BC Book Prize in the Roderick Haig-Brown Regional Prize: for the book which 
contributes most to the enjoyment and understanding of British Columbia. 

For those who didn’t hear about The Peace: A History in Photographs when first released, it’s an indepth look at the 
people who settled in the area. 

“This is a visual study of the people’s story,” Pettit said. 
The project took the photographer away from the lens and put him in front of photos already taken.  It was a daunting 

task, said Pettit, simply because there was an incredible amount of local information to sift through. 
“I was blown away.  I found hundreds of thousands of beautiful negatives.  I was like ‘where did all these pictures 

come from?” he said, explaining that at the same time the Peace was being settled, the first mass produced cameras were 
experiencing a popularity explosion.  “The Brownie had just hit the market and everybody who came here came with 
cameras.  It was the latest craze.” 

Not only is the Peace Region the last settled homestead area in North America, but the settling process was also the 
best recorded, said Pettit.  With extensive editing, those hundreds of thousands of photos were cut down over the course of a 
year to the 300 that are represented in the book. 
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Singer Sienna Dahlen returned home to Dawson Creek for a performance at the Kiwanis Performing Arts Centre on 
April 1. 

Dahlen and her band, the Sienna Dahlen Canadian Quartet, took the stage at 7 p.m. and treated the audience to a near 
two-hour set of jazzy goodness.  

Dahlen grew up in Dawson Creek and has performed in the city many times before as a solo artist, but this show was 
the first to feature her Toronto-based band.  

She paused between songs to explain the inspiration behind her lyrics, and also reminisced about some of her favourite 
memories of her hometown. 

Dahlen and the band were in the midst of Western Canadian tour, which included dates in Nanaimo, Whitehorse and 
Winnipeg.  
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