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The Dawson Creek Community Profile & 

Investment Guide and In the News are filled with 
information and statistical data.  Although every 
effort was made in good faith to ensure the accuracy 
of information contained herein, Dawson Creek 
Catholic Social Services accepts no warranty nor 
accepts liability from any incorrect, incomplete or 
misleading information or its improper use.  For more 
information, please contact The City of Dawson Creek 
at 250-784-3600. 

 
Dawson Creek Catholic Social Services 

January 2008 

www.dawsoncreek.ca 
For more information about the City of Dawson 
Creek, its inhabitants, lifestyle and businesses, 

please contact: 
Mayor Mike Bernier 

City of Dawson Creek 
P.O. Box 150, 

Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G4 
Phone:  250-784-3616 

Fax:  250-782-3203 
Email:  admin@dawsoncreek.ca 
http://www.dawsoncreek.ca/  
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Northeastern BC Unemployment Rates   
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

2003 8.9 8.2 7.1 7.2 6.7 7.2 7.2 7.7 7.9 6.8 6.0 4.3 
2004 4.4 4.2 4.6 5.0 6.3 8.3 9.0 8.0 6.3 4.7 —* —* 
2005 4.9 4.5 5.0 4.1 5.4 5.2 4.9 4.2 4.4 4.4 —* —* 
2006 —* —* —* —* —* 4.4 —* —* 4.2 5.2 4.9 —* 
2007 —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* 

* The unemployment rate for Northeastern BC has been suppressed due to high sample variance. 

2008 —* —* —* 4.3 5.0 5.9 6.2 6.3 5.8 5.0 4.5 3.6 
2009 4.6 4.6 6.5 6.5         

Employment 
May 2009  

In April 2009, the unemployment rate in BC is 7.6% and 6.1% in Alberta. In April 2008, the unemployment rate in BC 
was 4.4% and 3.4% in Alberta. 

G R E E N S M A R T  M A N U FAC T U R I N G  
A manufacturing company in Dawson Creek has announced that it will be expanding its operations and hiring 83 new 

full-time employees. 
Greensmart Manufacturing Ltd., located on the south edge of Dawson Creek on Highway 2 towards Pouce Coupe, will 

receive funding from the Northern Development Initiative Trust (NDIT) under its Northern Development Capital 
Investment and Training Rebate program, for training those new employees and expanding their operations.  

The company specializes in manufacturing environmentally-friendly buildings such as modular homes and affordable 
living complexes, well-site office structures and commercial buildings such as hotels and motels. 

Dawson Creek Mayor Mike Bernier, Pouce Coupe Mayor Lyman Clark, and Peace River Regional District chair Karen 
Goodings praised the announcement as an opportunity for Dawson Creek and the region to create more jobs and attract 
more people to the area, and Bernier added that it continued his city’s support for green innovation in business.  

The company merged last month with Shelter Industries Inc. to create Greensmart Shelters Inc., and, although the 
companies will operate separately, President and CEO Alex Wik said it gives them additional management expertise to be 
more competitive. One of the first joint-venture projects the new company has secured is to build 202 modular classrooms 
for 18 schools in Alberta. Wik said that opportunity, and the possibilities around the modular homes promised as part of the 
provincial government’s 2010 Legacies program, have allowed his company to start selling their products commercially. 

He said even with the new employees, the warehouse will only be at about one-third of its maximum capacity, so there 
could be more expansions in the future. 

The NDIT will facilitate hiring those 83 new employees by providing up to $10,000 per employee to cover 100 per cent 
of the training costs, 50 per cent of their first-month’s wages, and five per cent of capital investments for new equipment 
and supplies. CEO Janine North said the company will have two years in which to provide information on those 
expenditures in order to receive a rebate. 

Northeast News 
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Construction 
May 2009  

B U I L D I N G  P E R M I T S  
For the month of April 2009, there were seven building permits issued.  Total value of construction was $11,745,000.  

The permits were issued for one single family dwelling, one multiple family dwelling, two garage/renovation, two 
commercial and one institutional.  Year-to-date figures show there were 20 building permits issued.  Total value of 
construction is $15,701,372..  The permits were issued for 2 single family dwelling, one duplex, two multi-family, seven 
garage/renovation, and seven commercial and one institutional. 

City of Dawson Creek 

Village of Pouce Coupe 
Design and construction of a new Fire Hall in the 

Village. The work includes demolition of the existing 
structure and building the new hall on the same property. 
The project will be an around 4,200 sq ft building with 
three bays for fire trucks, a gear storage/drying room, a 
hose tower space for the purpose of hanging and drying 
hoses, an office space, and multipurpose training area to be 
used specifically for the operational requirements of the 
Volunteer Fire department. 
AWARD 

Hegge Construction Ltd 
620 114 Ave, PO Box 126 
Dawson Creek BC V1G 4G3  
Phone: 250-782-1282 
Fax: 250-782-3183  
$1,054,000 

Journal of Commerce 

F I R E H A L L  
On the discovery that Dawson Creek will soon be able 

to boast two Tim Horton’s restaurants, councillor Bud 
Powell couldn’t resist commenting on the city’s growth. 

“We’re big time now!” he said, and received a laugh 
at a recent council meeting. 

Council approved a development permit to Cormode 
& Dickson Construction Ltd. On behalf of First Aberdeen 
Properties for the project that will include Canada’s 
favourite coffee shop and a Fas Gas station, including a 
Short Stop convenience store.  It will be located at 1300 
Alaska Avenue, west of Peavey Mart. 

This is only one of a number of new developments 
taking place around the city. 

Construction is currently being done on an 
independently owned hotel to the other side of Peavey 
Mart while another hotel development, close to Wal-Mart 
at 701-122 Avenue has also been given the green light. 

Council also gave the Petro Canada Cardlock station 
on the Dangerous Goods Route the go ahead to do some 
major renovations. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

2 N D  TI M  H O R T O N’ S  

Photo by Peace PhotoGraphics 



- 5 - 

NUMBER OF WELLS DRILLED 
IN BC  

1997 583 

1998 652 

1999 627 

2000 777 

2001 882 

2002 646 

2003 1049 

2004 1213 

Oil & Gas Commission 

2005 1376 

2006 1416 

2007 899 

2008 882 

2009 360 

As of May 19, 2009, there were 23 rigs drilling, 5 released and 1 rig 
prepped to spud. 

Oil & Gas Commission 

A C T I V E OI L  R I G S  

O I L  & GA S  SA L E 
OIL & GAS SALES 

BC’s 2008 year-end total was $2.66 
billion as 756,752 hectares were 

auctioned off at an average of $3,518 per 
hectare. 

Total 2006 - $629.85 million 

Total 2005 - $533.99 million 

Total 2004 - $232 million 

Total 2003 - $646.68 million 

Total 2002 - $288.54 million 

Total 2001 - $439.47 million 

Total 2000 - $248.24 million 

Total 1999 - $176.17 million 

Total 1998 - $94.34 million 

Total 1997 - $211.70 million 
Nickle’s Energy Group 

Total 2007 - $1.047 billion 

Energy 
May 2009  

The British Columbia land sale in May 2009 collected just under $10.22 
million for rights to 20 892 hectares at an average of about $489 per hectare 
compared to the 2008 record for highest bonus in a single sale at $441.44 
million and per-hectare price at $9,538 for 46 284 hectares. 

After five auctions in 2009, BC has taken in $68.05 million in bonus bids 
on 100 054 hectares at an average of $680 per hectare, well down from 
$758.51 million, 216 028 hectares and a per-hectare average of $3,511 in the 
same period of 2008. 

Parcels in the Tumbler Ridge, Dawson Creek and Horn River Basin areas 
drew the high bids. 

One of two parcels in the Ojay area, about 50 kilometres southeast of 
Tumbler Ridge, accounted for the high bonus and per-hectare amounts of $2 
million and $3,362 respectively for a drilling licence. Canadian Coastal 
Resources Ltd. acquired the parcel that included sections 31 to 35 and 41-
43 at E-93-I-16 as well as sections 40 and 50 at F-93-I-16. 

The other drilling licence in the Ojay area was acquired by Meridian 
Land Services (90) Ltd. for an average per-hectare payout of about $1,124 
or a bonus of $668,912 for all of sections 52 to 55 and 62 and 65 at E-93-I-16. 

The other high per-hectare payment for a drilling licence was put up by 
Britt Resources Ltd. for all of sections 51 to 53 and 61 to 63 at J-93-P-7 as 
well as all of sections 60, 70, 54 to 59 and 64 to 69 at I-93-P-7, in the 
Sundown field, about 40 kilometres southwest of Dawson Creek. 

May 2008 $441.44 million 
May 2007 $4.52 million 
May 2006 $103.04 million 
May 2005 $38.07 million 
May 2004 $26.7 million 
May 2003 $30.08 million 
May 2002 $17 million 
May 2001 $32.27 million 
May 2000 $10.85 million 
May 1999 $11.5 million 
May 1998 $7.4 million 
May 1997 $26.7 million 

Nickle's Energy Group 
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Energy 
May 2009  

An established presence in Russia and in North American resource plays has given Calfrac Well Services Ltd. a 
more upbeat outlook than most western Canadian service companies. 

Based on conversations with producers, Calfrac estimates 500 wells will be completed in the Montney formation of 
Northeastern British Columbia in 2009 -- up from 150 in 2007, said President Doug Ramsay. 

In the Horn River area farther north, fewer wells are expected but combined capital spending by the major operators is 
expected to total $1 billion, he said. 

For a pressure pumping company (fracturing, coiled tubing and cementing) these statistics are good news, especially 
when the industry is going through a major downturn. 

Industry estimates call for 4,000 fracs in the Montney and Horn River in 2009, Ramsay said. "That's an average of 
seven to 12 stages per well. So it's a big growth area for us." 

Producers consider the Montney and Horn River plays economic at a gas price of about $4.00. 
Nickle's Energy Group 

In a year in which active rig counts are the lowest 
since 1993, British Columbia remains the lone bright spot 
with more rigs at work than last year. 

For the first four months of 2009, producers kept an 
average of 73 rigs at work in B.C., six per cent more than 
the 69 active for the January-April period in 2008. During 
the month of April activity in B.C. ranged from a low of 
28 rigs to a high of 46 rigs which was also an improvement 
over last year. 

Alberta, on the other hand, had the biggest percentage 
decline in working rigs to only 173 active to the end of 
April, 45% below last year’s 322 active units. For Alberta 
this year’s active count is the lowest since 1992 and 
compares to a peak of 452 working units in 2006. 

Overall, an average of 276 rigs were at work through 
the first four months of 2009, a 36% decline from 434 rigs 
last year. It is the lowest number of working rigs for the 
period since 1993. 

With a fleet size of 851 drilling rigs in western and 
northern Canada, only 32% were at work over the January-
April period, the lowest utilization rate since 1992 and far 
below last year’s 50% utilization rate. 

Like Alberta, Saskatchewan is seeing a sharp pullback 
in drilling due to low commodity prices. Only 26 rigs were 
at work to the end of April in the Prairie province, down 
41% from 43 rigs last year. 

Manitoba operators employed four rigs through the 
first four months of 2009, down from six in 2008. 

Nickle's Energy Group 

The National Energy Board received an application 
from NOVA Gas Transmission Ltd. (NGTL) for a 
certificate to construct and operate the Groundbirch 
pipeline, which would connect the TransCanada Alberta 
System to a source of sweet natural gas supply from 
northeast British Columbia. 

If approved, the Groundbirch pipeline would consist 
of approximately 77 kilometres of 914-mm outside 
diameter (or 36 in.) pipe and related facilities. The 
pipeline is proposed to extend from a new 
interconnection on the Gordondale Lateral to a new 
meter station in the Groundbirch area in northeast BC. 
(approximately 37 kilometres west-northwest of Dawson 
Creek). The pipeline would have the capability of 
transporting approximately 1.66 bcf of natural gas per 
day. 

In total, about 7.5 kilometres of the proposed 
extension would be built alongside existing pipeline, 
railway, and public highway rights-of-way. The 
remainder, or about 69.5 kilometres, is projected to be 
installed along new rights-of-way. 

The proposed Groundbirch pipeline would be an 
extension of the TransCanada Alberta System, which is 
already regulated by the NEB. 

The NEB said it will announce procedures for 
dealing with this application at a later date. 

Nickle's Energy Group 

C A L F R AC  W E L L  SE RV I C E S  

R I G  C O U N T G RO U N D B I RC H  
P I P E L I N E 
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Energy 
May 2009  

The Petroleum Services Association of Canada is forecasting a further decline in Canadian drilling levels 
from an earlier forecast calling for steep declines as a result of the global recession and sustained low commodity prices, 
especially for natural gas. 

In its second quarter update, PSAC is forecasting 10,000 wells will be drilled (rig released) across Canada this year, a 
41% reduction from the 16,940 wells drilled in 2008. 

Today’s number is down from PSAC’s November 2008 forecast of 16,750 wells and its January first quarter update 
which forecast 13,500 wells. 

On a provincial basis, PSAC estimates 6,620 wells will be drilled in Alberta this year, down 43% from 2008 levels. 
British Columbia is expected to see an 18% decline to 700 wells while Saskatchewan wells are expected to drop 38% to 
2,475 wells. In Manitoba, the forecast calls for a drop to 150 wells, a 48% decline. 

Nickle's Energy Group 

Storm Exploration Inc.'s cash flow took a hit in the first quarter as a result of lower commodity prices, but the 
company is poised for growth, particularly in British Columbia where it's chasing the Montney, and is slowly developing its 
property in the emerging Horn River Basin. 

"(The Montney discovery) potentially represents a significant amount of growth for us over the next two to three 
years," said Brian Lavergne, president and chief executive officer. 

The Parkland area includes Storm's Montney discovery and is the company's largest core area with net production 
averaging 6,100 bbls of oil equivalent per day in the first quarter. During the period, roughly 400 BOE per day were as shut 
in or curtailed due to low natural gas prices. Current production is about 5,900 BOE per day with roughly 500 BOE per day 
shut in or curtailed. 

Storm completed construction of the second gas processing facility in January which added 12 mmcf per day of 
capacity and increased total capacity at Parkland to 45 mmcf per day. Current gross raw gas throughput is about 34 mmcf 
per day. 

The company is currently producing 25 mmcf per day of gross raw gas from 12 horizontal Montney gas wells plus four 
mmcf per day of gross raw gas from 11 Montney vertical wells. Two more horizontal wells have been completed, tested, 
connected to a pipeline and will be turned on as needed to maintain production from the area should natural gas prices be 
high enough to ensure a reasonable economic return. To date, the first year rate from all producing horizontal wells is 
averaging approximately 2.3 mmcf per day of raw gas, which represents 400 BOE per day of sales per well. 

As a result of the success of the horizontal Montney development program, the company plans to further expand its 
infrastructure in 2009 by electrifying and expanding the capacity of the second gas processing facility from 12 mmcf to 25 
mmcf per day and adding a liquids extraction plant. 

The second facility was designed to be readily expandable to 50 mmcf per day of capacity. Cost of the expansion and 
installation of a refridge plant is pegged at $12 million. The refridge is expected to result in liquids recoveries increasing 
from 16 to 45 bbls per mmcf of sales which will add 400 to 600 bbls per day of liquids production and two to three million 
bbls of natural gas liquids to proven plus probable reserves, based on the 2008 year-end reserve evaluation. 

In the first quarter, two vertical wells (60% Storm Gas Resource Corp. 40% Storm) were drilled in the Horn River 
Basin to prove the productivity of the company's lands. 

One of the wells was cored, completed and flow tested in the Muskwa and Otter Park shales. Results from the core 
analysis are not expected to be available for another month or two. The next step in advancing this play will be drilling one 
to three horizontal wells to get production data and operational experience the company can use to determine the economic 
viability of larger scale exploitation with multi-stage frac horizontal wells. 

Nickle's Energy Group 

D R I L L I N G  FO R E C A S T  

S T O R M  E X P L O R AT I O N 
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Tourism 

Agriculture 

Room revenues in British Columbia fell for a third consecutive month, slipping 2.3% (seasonally adjusted) in January. 
Most regions saw revenues dip, with double-digit decreases registered in both Nechako (–20.1%) and North Coast (–
15.4%). Mainland/Southwest, the posted a 2.8% drop while Vancouver Island/ Coast (–1.8%) and Thompson/Okanagan (–
0.7%) were also down. Kootenay (–2.8%) recorded a fifth straight monthly decrease in receipts while revenues in Northeast 
(+2.8%) and Cariboo (+1.4%) turned a corner in January, both regions showing increases after registering declines in each 
of the two previous months. Data Source: BC Stats 

BC Stats Infoline Issue: 09-17 May 1, 2009 

R O O M R E V E N U E S  

Like grain growers in the South Peace, cattle ranchers are also hoping for some timely rains this spring to ensure 
greener pastures in the summer.  

“We definitely need to restore the subsoil moisture, for hay crops and grain crops. It’s awfully dry out here,” said 
Leonard Patterson, who owns 100 cows on a farm in North Rolla. 

Patterson was at the cattle auction at the fair grounds in Dawson Creek on April 30, and said that in April, ranchers are 
replenishing their breeding stocks and preparing their feeder cows for pasture. He said that because of the draught last year, 
it was difficult to get feed for livestock. 

Patterson said the spring run-off from the snow pack in the higher elevations might help with water levels in the 
dugouts, but some warm rains are needed for the grass to really take off. 

Despite some very tough years due to the outbreak of BSE and the subsequent banning of Canadian beef in some 
countries, rancher Don Murphy said beef prices have shown signs of recovery since last year. Murphy raises 100 red angus 
breeder cows northeast of Dawson Creek. 

One positive for ranchers in the area was the return of the auction mart in 2007, following a four-year absence after the 
original auction barn burnt down. Patterson said it was not only  a benefit the ranchers and farmers, but to the local 
businesses because of the customers from rural areas that come into the city during the auctions. “It’s important to the 
whole community,” he said. 

Northeast News 

C AT T L E  OU T L O O K  



- 9 - 

Mining 
May 2009  

City News 

Western Canadian Coal announced on April 28 that it will keep the Wolverine mine near Tumbler Ridge and the Brule 
mine near Chetwynd open. 

The company had given 460 employees at the two operations layoff notices back in January. However, the company 
has since signed contracts that will allow the mines to continue operating at a reduced capacity. 

“We’ve said all along that we would match our production to what the demand would be for the upcoming coal year, 
and that’s what we’ve done,” said WCC spokesperson David Jan. 

Jan said the company will ship approximately two million tonnes of coal from the two mines, at a price between 
US$120 to $125 per tonne. 

WCC will be taking over operations at that mine from its contractor, Ledcor, but Jan said that will not have any affect 
on the level of compensation and benefits for employees. 

As for the mines, Jan said he doesn’t anticipate any further cuts in production, and he believes the global markets are 
showing signs of recovering. 

Northeast News 

W E S T E R N  C A N A D I A N  C OA L 

The City of Dawson Creek has reached an agreement with School District 59 that will secure an interim space for the 
Kiwanis Performing Arts Centre. 

Mayor Mike Bernier announced during a regular council meeting on May 11 that the city will purchase the Grandview 
building from the school district for $1, allowing KPAC to stay in its current home while its future home, the proposed 
community arts centre in the old post office building, is completed. 

Finding an interim home for KPAC was identified as the first priority on city council’s strategic priorities chart for this 
year, as the lease with the school district was set to expire on June 1. Bernier said having the arts centre shut down was not 
an option city council would consider. 

“This is one of the biggest issues we at the city were facing, because we had told KPAC that we would do everything 
that we could to ensure that they did not have to shut down, and cease and desist, while the old post office was being 
renovated,” he said. 

The sale of the building is still on condition of approval from the Ministry of Education, which could take some time 
due to the provincial election.  

KPAC manager Terri Hanen said it’s a relief to know that the arts centre will be able to continue operations as usual for 
the next couple of years. 

“It gives us the opportunity to start planning for the next couple of years, because we already have people wanting to 
book for 2010, and even as far as 2011, so it’s hard for us to do anything like that if we don’t have any idea where we’re 
going to be for the next couple of years,” said Hanen. 

She said despite the uncertainty, it’s been business as usual at the arts centre.  
She added that she is excited for the possibility of a new home at the old post office building, and said the 

announcement last month of provincial and federal funding to renovate the building couldn’t have come at a better time, 
because KPAC could really use more space.  

Northeast News 

G R A N DV I E W  SC H O O L P U RC H A S E  
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City News 
May 2009  

The City of Dawson Creek will pursue a pilot program aimed at improving energy efficiency in existing homes. 
City council gave its approval during a regular meeting on May 11 for staff to pursue a Local Improvement Charges 

(LIC) Strategy. The strategy will allow homeowners to make improvements to their homes and apply the cost to their 
property taxes, essentially financing the costs through the city rather than paying it all up front. 

“It’s a model similar to what we currently have for financing road and sidewalk improvements in neighbourhoods, 
except in this case it would be for energy efficiency,” explained Emanuel Machado, director of sustainable community 
development.  

Using an LIC Strategy for energy efficiency is a relatively new concept in North America, but there are cities in the 
Yukon Territory and California that have implemented similar programs. However, he said the authority for such a program 
in Dawson Creek would have to come from the provincial government, and the city is still far from having all the details of 
the program worked out. 

If the program is approved, it would not only help the city meet its emission reduction targets, but the province’s targets 
as well, and the Liberal government’s commitment to meet half of BC’s energy needs through conservation. 

Machado explained that the advantage to an LIC Strategy was twofold.  
First, the property taxes would stay with the home, so homeowners who sell their property wouldn’t have to worry 

about paying for improvements they no longer benefit from. Second, there are large capital costs associated with bigger 
improvements like installing solar panels, so homeowners would be able to enjoy the cost savings now while paying for the 
improvements over time. 

Machado said term limits for financing and interest rates are yet to be determined. He said, however, that the program 
would not require homeowners to make improvements, and it would be designed so the interest payments would pay for the 
administrative costs of the program. 

City councilor Cheryl Shuman, who’s been a strong advocate for environmental causes, said she’s very supportive of 
the idea. Shuman feels that the policy could make Dawson Creek a model for other communities looking to reduce energy 
consumption and cut emissions. 

She said that as the price of heating and powering homes with fossil fuels increases, more people will see the benefits 
of making their homes more efficient and using renewable energy sources. Councilor Marilyn Belak said the city should 
also consider expanding the program to include retrofits for water conservation. 

Northeast News 

LO C A L  IM P ROV E M E N T C H A RG E S  S T R AT E G Y 

Representatives from municipalities and regional districts in the north met for the annual convention of the North 
Central Municipal Association (NCMA) in Dawson Creek from at the EnCana Events Centre.  

The convention was a chance for delegates to have a look at tradeshow exhibitors, take in various presentations, share 
information amongst themselves, and craft resolutions to take forward to the Union of British Columbia Municipalities or 
the Federation of Canadian Municipalities. 

There were some significant changes that came out of this year’s convention, including a resolution to change the 
NCMA’s constitution to allow First Nations communities to be represented along with municipalities and regional districts, 
which means the association would now be called the North Central Local Government Association. 

Dawson Creek Mayor Mike Bernier said the convention was a chance to do some fundraising on behalf of the new 
performing arts centre in the city. He said that during the dinner on May 7, just under $4,200 was raised, including more 
than $2,000 from the Enbridge Northern Gateway Pipeline project. He added that the convention was also a good 
opportunity to showcase the region and the multiplex.  

Northeast News 

NCMA A N N UA L  C O N V E N T I O N 
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City News 
May 2009  

Dawson Creek’s Peace Energy Cooperative has proposed a project that will use clean, renewable energy to help power 
one of the City’s core functions. 

“We’re proposing the installation of a small scale wind and solar energy production facility on the city grounds near the 
fire hall, which will also fulfill a significant public safety need as the 911 back-up power system for the Dawson Creek Fire 
Hall,” Don Pettit, vice president of the company, told city councilors at City Hall on May 11. 

Pettit explained that three wind turbines next to the fire hall and a photovoltaic (PV) array (solar power) on the roof 
could provide as much as 10% of the building’s electricity on an ongoing basis. He said with those changes it could save the 
city about $3,000 a year. Also, if the power were to go out during an emergency or blackout, the system could run 
independently of the grid, possibly for months, and continue to power the fire hall, including the 911 fire dispatch call 
centre, which serves the entire South Peace region.  

He said the ‘Winds for Change’ Energy Sculpture will incorporate the three wind turbines in a design that’s both 
aesthetically pleasing and educational, as it will include a plaque with a description of the project and a list of sponsors. 

According to Pettit, the project will also serve as a “working demonstration and research centre for small scale wind,” 
as well as “another step towards energy independence for Dawson Creek, and a very visible symbol of Dawson Creek’s 
progress towards sustainability.” 

The three turbines will have varying heights, with the tallest being just over 19 metres. Each is designed as a test for 
different sizes of buildings, and will be monitored separately. The total maximum capacity for all three turbines and the 
solar array is 18 kilowatts. The estimated average over one year, however, is five kilowatts, which is enough to power a 
large, modern home. 

Pettit said his company would be responsible for raising money for the design, installation and commission of the 
project, which is an estimated $160,000, but he said they are not seeking any financial help from the city. 

In fact, his company plans to gift the project to the city once it’s completed, and the city will be responsible for the 
maintenance and operation of the system. Pettit said the units come with a five-year guarantee and have a 30-year life 
expectancy before any major repairs would need to be done.  

The wind generators were originally designed in Finland and are manufactured by a Toronto company. They have a 
vertical-axis design, as compared to the rotating horizontal blades normally seen on wind farms. The design was chosen 
because it is more functional in an urban setting, being quiet, unobtrusive, and bird and bat friendly. They can use wind 
from any direction, and can generate electricity from winds as low as 5.4 kilometers an hour (four miles per hour), and are 
self-regulating in the case of high winds. 

City councillors voiced their support for the project, as it helps the city to reach its goal of carbon neutrality by 2012. 
Pettit said, ideally, his company would like to have it completed by late fall of this year. 

Northeast News 

More than 50 people, including workers, city staff and local politicians came together at city hall on April 28 to 
recognize the annual Day of Mourning, 25 years after it was started by the Canadian Labour Congress. 

A brief ceremony, including a moment of silence, was held next to the Worker’s Memorial on the lawn outside of city 
hall, followed by a barbeque at the fire hall. 

“We’re here today to remember workers who have lost their lives as a result of work-related accidents or occupational 
disease,” said Duncan Redfern, safety coordinator with the city’s corporate planning department, in an opening address. 

Redfearn read some alarming statistics on the number of workplace fatalities in the province and the country. He said 
that in 2007, there were 1,055 workplace deaths reported in Canada, or an average of three deaths every day. Another 
972,000 people were injured or became ill at their workplace that year. In British Columbia, 160 workers were killed in 
2008. 

“This day is important to remember all those who lost their lives in the workplace, but just as important, for those that 
are still working to work safe and ensure that you come to your families every night,” said Mayor Mike Bernier. 

Northeast News 

D AY  O F  M O U R N I N G 

WI N D S  F O R C H A N G E SC U L P T U R E 
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The road to the 2010 Olympic Winter Games in Vancouver next year began in Dawson Creek for the 26 hockey players 
who aspire to represent their country on Canada’s National Women’s Team. 

The players are taking part in a conditioning camp from May 25 to June 17, which is the final team activity before 
centralization in Calgary in August.  Coach Melody Davidson said the camp will include on and off ice activities used to 
develop and evaluate the players individually and as a team. 

“This is about trying to prepare them in terms of our [coaching staff’s] expectations of their off-ice training,” said 
Davidson.  “We want to work some skill development on-ice.  We want them to get together and get to know each other as 
a group.” 

She said Dawson Creek was a great location for the camp because it forces the players to train and live together, 
without the distractions of a large urban centre, and the temptation to fly home during breaks.  She said it is the perfect 
town, symbolically, as well. 

“This is our Mile 0.  We’re starting at Mile 0, and we’re moving forward towards Vancouver.  We’re really excited to 
be here.” 

Residents in Dawson Creek have opened their homes to the players during their stay providing accommodations for 
groups of three or more players, which is part of the team building exercise.  Local dealerships also pitched-in and provided 
the players with vehicles to get around the city. 

Fifteen players at the camp have won Olympic gold with Team Canada before, so the final roster of 20 players will 
certainly include some players that have become synonymous with women’s hockey in Canada, such as Cherie Piper and 
Hayley Wickenheiser.   

Northeast News 

WO M E N’S  NAT I O N A L  H O C K E Y  T E A M  

L E K S T RO M  R E M A I N S  MLA 
In winning a third straight term as MLA for Peace River South, BC Liberal candidate Blair Lekstrom also had one of 

the most lopsided election victories in the province. 
Lekstrom’s 4,514 votes were good for 63% of the popular vote in the riding, five percentage points more than he 

received in 2005. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 

G A M B L I N G  R E V E N U E S  
For the six-month period ending March 31, the City received $354,220 from Chances casino, under the British 

Columbia Lottery Corporation contribution agreement requiring 10% of net gaming revenues to be paid to Dawson Creek. 
Including interest, that brought the city’s total gambling-derived revenue to $731,751, and $567,771 is being spent on 

various programs during the 2009 budget year.  Transit tops the list with $225,148 going towards keeping bus wheels 
turning, while community grants and sponsorship ($131,623), operational money for Rotary Park ($66,000) and the public 
library grant ($58,000) also figure prominently. 

Step Up & Ride will receive $25,000 by year’s end, while the Dawson Creek Art Gallery and Kiwanis Performing Arts 
Centre will receive $20,000 each. 

The city receives an estimate of expected revenues before the budget is finalized in April, and all gaming money 
accounted for in this year’s budget will be spent this year.  The city will carry forward $163,980 of the money until next 
year. 

Since October 2004, when the casino began to operate, the city has received a total of $1,935,377 in gaming revenue. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 
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Students in the residential construction program at 
Northern Lights College in Dawson Creek have set a 
milestone in their program by completing construction of 
an entire house in one school year. 

Students have been constructing homes since the 
program began, but this was the first time a full project 
was finished. 

This year’s design simplified things by only making 
the house one-story, and minimizing the number of large, 
bay windows.  

However, the smaller design certainly didn’t take 
away from the challenge of building a 1,114 square foot 
bungalow from its foundation. The house has two 
bedrooms, two bathrooms, a complete kitchen, a full 
basement and a covered veranda. The common area has 
laminate floors and a fireplace, the kitchen and bathrooms 
have linoleum floors, and the bedrooms are carpeted. 

The foundation and main floor of the house are 
constructed with insulated concrete forms which saves 
energy and prevents moisture problems. 

The students actually went above and beyond the 
requirements of the program, by painting the interior of the 
home, finishing the carpeting and installing cupboards and 
cabinets in the kitchen. 

The property is donated by the city to construct these 
homes, but all the building materials are purchased by the 
college, and the cost is recovered by selling the home. 

 Northeast News 

Students at South Peace Secondary School in Dawson Creek are responsible for destroying a car – but it was for a good 
cause. 

A car-smashing fundraiser was held in the parking lot of the school on May 1 to raise money for cancer research. Stu-
dents lined up and paid $5 to get two hits at a 1989 Volkswagen Jetta with a sledgehammer. 

The event was the brainchild of Grade 12 student Janelle Soutar, who said the fundraiser was partly to get some extra 
credit in her civics class, but mostly to show support for a friend and classmate, whose mother passed away earlier this year 
after a battle with cancer. Soutar said she wanted it to be an event that all her fellow students could enjoy. 

Soutar was able to get a car donated from Belsum Auto Recyclers, and Exceptional Towing offered to bring the car to 
the school and remove it after the event free of charge. 

The students, protected with coveralls, helmets, glasses, and gloves, had an extended lunch break to do their worst to 
the beat-up car. Forty-five minutes later, the windows, roof, side panels, mirrors and lights were all thoroughly destroyed, 
and over $300 was raised for a good cause. 

Northeast News 

Students, parents, faculty and industry representatives 
gathered at the South Peace Campus of Northern Lights 
College in May to recognize the businesses and individuals 
who support the trades.  

The third annual Employer and Apprentice 
Recognition Evening, hosted by School District 59 and the 
college, began with a tour of the campus, located behind 
South Peace Secondary School, which houses the college’s 
Hairstylist/Cosmetology, Esthetics and Nail Care 
Technology, Automotive Service Technician, and Heavy 
Duty/Commercial Transport Technician programs. 

The evening also included some guest speakers, and a 
number of dual-credit and apprenticeship students were 
also presented with bursaries and scholarships. 

Jeff Lekstrom, dean of trades and apprenticeship with 
the college, said in an average year, about 750 people go 
through the apprenticeship and entry-level trades programs 
at the college. 

Lekstrom said the expansion of the oil and gas, 
mining, forestry and construction industries in the region 
has meant a much higher demand for local, skilled labour. 
He added that the dual-credit programs between the 
college and the regional school districts have given high 
school students an edge in obtaining the skills they need to 
pursue a multitude of career paths, or to further their 
education.  

He said that many of the students trained in the north 
will stay in the north, but obtaining a red seal allows them 
to pursue opportunities all over Canada and the world. 

Northeast News 

C A R -SM A S H I N G  FU N D R A I S E R  

R E S I D E N T I A L  
C O N S T RU C T I O N  
P RO G R A M  

R E C O G N I T I O N  
E V E N I N G 
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Human Services 

Photo by Peace PhotoGraphics 

Doctors and nurses at the Dawson Creek and District Hospital will benefit from a new piece of equipment that will 
allow them to see much more clearly when performing surgeries. 

A new video tower arrived which includes a 26 inch high-definition monitor, a CD/DVD drive, a 500 gigabyte hard 
drive and a camera scope that records videos and takes pictures in high definition. 

“It’s really exciting,” said operating room head nurse Kelsey Breault. “This has a lot of amazing features, and just such 
good, clear pictures. It’ll be wonderful.” 

Breault was the main proponent at the hospital for getting the new equipment, and she approached the Hospital 
Foundation about purchasing two of the video towers to replace the outdated models they were using. 

The equipment is used for a number of different applications in the operating room. 
“This equipment we use for all of our arthroscopies (repairing joints), our laparoscopies (abdominal surgeries), and all 

of our scopes. Everybody from the gynecologist, the general surgeon and the two orthopedic surgeons use this equipment.” 
One of the improvements over older models is that the attached camera heads can be completely sterilized without 

damaging the camera, instead of having to deal with bagging or covering them, which can be cumbersome during surgeries. 
Breault added that the lightweight design of the tower and the ability to adjust the monitor to different angles will save 

the nurses and doctors from possible neck and back injuries. 
She said she would like to see the Hospital Foundation purchase some additional camera heads for the unit, and 

eventually, a second video tower. For now, she said they will combine the best pieces of the two old units into one unit. 
Northeast News 

V I D E O  TOW E R 

Participants in the Relay for Life out-walked the sluggish economy by raising more than $70,000 for cancer research — 
more money per person than was raised last year. 

Each of the 287 participants raised an average of nearly $250 each. 
The Relay is the biggest annual fundraising event for the cancer society.  All funds will stay within the BC and Yukon 

region.  The money will be used for cancer research, funding camps for youth affected by cancer, and in some cases, 
helping families cover the cost of treatment. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

R E L AY  F O R LI F E  
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Recreation & Leisure 
Global-Spectrum Facility Management is very excited to announce that we are in a 

sold out position for the Brooks and Dunn concert scheduled for  Tuesday October 20, 
2009 at the EnCana Events Centre in Dawson Creek. 

“What an awesome showing of support from both Dawson Creek and the surround-
ing region. The phone lines, computer servers, box office and ticket outlet were a buzz 
at 10 am local time. This just proves to the community and the promoters we are capa-
ble of bringing in the big acts and selling them out! Tickets went on sale Saturday May 
2, 2009 at 10 am local time and within 54 minutes, all seats were sold.  “We are now in 
negotiations with the promoter and the artist to see if we can open up more seats in or-
der to sell more tickets - but there are no guarantees.”  stated Ryan MacIvor, General 
Manager for Global-Spectrum Facility Management who operates the Encana Events 
Centre on behalf of the City of Dawson Creek.  

www.energeticcity.ca 

The Peace River Cutting Horse Association is ideally suited for both families and individuals who want to try a tradi-
tional ranch sport than combines their equine skills with their horse’s abilities. 

The sport looks simple enough.  Competitors have to separate a cow from the herd and in two and a half minutes show 
how well their horse can control that animal.  Success depends on commands given by a rider’s leg pressure and the horse’s 
natural ability to watch the cow and know when and where it’s going to move. 

But it’s much tougher than it sounds.  It’s a true partnership between horse and rider that began on ranches over a hun-
dred years ago. 

At the elite level, competitors ride horses worth hundreds of thousands of dollars and compete for huge prizes, but most 
competitions in Texas pay between $500 and $800.  Locally the winnings are much smaller.  That’s because around here the 
sport is done more for recreation and as an opportunity for families who love horses to enjoy an activity together. 

The Peace River Cutting Horse Association’s 12-competition circuit will include about one contest a month in Dawson 
Creek. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

B RO O K S  & D U N N 

C U T T I N G  HO R S E S  

Early in the rodeo season there will be plenty to cheer about as two rodeo circuits stop in Dawson Creek on the long 
weekend in May. 

Dawson Creek’s young cowboys and cowgirls will host their provincial high school rodeo this weekend at the city’s 
fairgrounds, while the BC Wrangler Finals are slated to take place at the city’s Lakota Centre. 

The high school rodeo, for those in Grades 9-12, allows competitors to take part in many of the same events as one 
finds and the pro level.  However, there are also several additional events such as goat tying, pole bending and breakaway 
roping. 

The Wrangler BC Finals features aspiring competitors in Grades 6, 7 and 8. 
The Wrangler girls compete in such events as barrel racing, breakaway roping, goat-tying and pole bending.  The boys 

participate in calf roping, chute dogging, goat-tying and breakaway roping, junior steer riding and team roping. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 

R O D E O  W E E K E N D 

http://www.energeticcity.ca
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The last of the Dawson Creek Volleyball Club’s teams still in action this spring season will be in Calgary for the 
Western Canadian championship. 

The DCVC’s Under-16 team will be making its sixth road trip of the season and playing in its final tournament where it 
will look to solidify the many gains it has made this season. 

About 3,000 players are expected to be in the championships.  The tournament will feature some familiar opponents 
and some who are completely unknown.  The Dawson Creek team’s opponents will come from Western Canada and some 
may even be local clubs from the Peace Country. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

The number of kids who will be on the diamonds this season swinging the bats and catching pop flies with Dawson 
Creek Minor Ball has fallen from last season, but there will be 13 teams in five divisions playing on local diamonds over the 
two-month season. 

This year there are 112 players in the T-ball, rookie, mosquito, peewee and bantam/midget division. 
All the players spent the first week or two being evaluated and now they have been divided into teams based on their 

skill level.  Organizers wanted to make sure the teams are as even as possible. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 

The Dawson Creek Community Garden Society is trying to raise awareness about the benefits of community gardens. 
The non-profit society was recently incorporated, but has existed since 2000 as the Paul Dampier Community Gardens, 

located at the Northern Lights College campus. The site includes more than 30 individual plots, each 20 feet by 30 feet, and 
gardeners can rent them out a maximum of two at $20 each for the season. There are also a couple of larger, common plots 
where they grow things like raspberries and rhubarb. However, the organization would like to see an expansion of garden 
sites in the city and are willing to help out with their expertise.   

Shauna Hill, president of the Dawson Creek Garden Society said one of the reasons her organization has been proactive 
in promoting community gardens is the issue of food security. The issue has come to the forefront of the public’s attention 
in recent years as part of the larger picture of sustainability, and there has been increased emphasis in British Columbia on 
“buying organic” and “The 100-Mile Diet.” As traditional agricultural land becomes increasingly scarce and the number of 
younger farmers declines, food production is becoming a hot-button issue.  

Northeast News 

C O M M U N I T Y  GA R D E N 

M I N O R  BA S E BA L L  

V O L L E Y BA L L  
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Culture 

Photo by Peace PhotoGraphics 

The audience at the Kiwanis Performing Arts Centre in Dawson Creek took a journey back in time at the “Blast from 
the Past” event in April.  

The event was a fundraiser for KPAC, and featured some of the city’s local talent paying homage to the artists of the 
past.  

Greg Wandling was the emcee for the evening, but for the duration of the show he was known as “Will Kissandtell,” 
the wisecracking host of the variety show Blast from the Past. He challenged the audience to try and guess which legendary 
musician was going to step out of the ‘time capsule’ next, and contestants who guessed correctly won some ‘amazing’ 
prizes, like a notebook, a cup, or some stickers. 

The first performers for the evening were Greg Amos, Andrew Bergland and Megan Gorecki of the Dawson Creek 
Daily News, acting out a mock editorial meeting as if they were jaded reporters for a mid-nineteenth century tabloid.  

Their skit poked fun at their profession, their competition and some local politicians, but they also made fun of 
themselves by prompting the audience before the show to boo every time one of them mentioned the name of their 
publication. 

With the exception of a few of the performances, like ventriloquist “Sequins” and the “Gems of the Nile” belly-
dancers, the rest of the evening featured premier performances from some of the most famous names in music. There was 
“Jim Reeves,” “Tammy Wynette,” “Elton John,” “Pat Benatar,” and “Fats Domino,” just to name a few.  

City councilor Theresa Gladue was responsible for organizing the event, and also performed with her friend Florence 
Johnston as the singing duo, “The Cree-mets,” a play on the ladies’ Cree heritage. Gladue started her own production 
company called Oma Productions, which raises money for non-profit organizations, and she was approached to do an event 
for KPAC, and has hosted one annually for the last three years. 

The evening raised $1,300 for KPAC, and $80 was also raised through a 50/50 draw for the Dawson Creek Literacy 
Society.  

Northeast News 

B L A S T  F RO M  T H E  PA S T  




