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The Dawson Creek Community Profile & 

Investment Guide and In the News are filled with 
information and statistical data.  Although every 
effort was made in good faith to ensure the accuracy 
of information contained herein, Dawson Creek 
Catholic Social Services accepts no warranty nor 
accepts liability from any incorrect, incomplete or 
misleading information or its improper use.  For more 
information, please contact The City of Dawson Creek 
at 250-784-3600. 

 
Dawson Creek Catholic Social Services 

January 2008 

www.dawsoncreek.ca 
For more information about the City of Dawson 
Creek, its inhabitants, lifestyle and businesses, 

please contact: 
Mayor Mike Bernier 

City of Dawson Creek 
P.O. Box 150, 

Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G4 
Phone:  250-784-3616 

Fax:  250-782-3203 
Email:  admin@dawsoncreek.ca 
http://www.dawsoncreek.ca/  
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Employment 
October  2009  

In September 2009, the unemployment rate in BC is 7.8% and 7.1% in Alberta. 

Northeastern BC Unemployment Rates   
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

2003 8.9 8.2 7.1 7.2 6.7 7.2 7.2 7.7 7.9 6.8 6.0 4.3 
2004 4.4 4.2 4.6 5.0 6.3 8.3 9.0 8.0 6.3 4.7 —* —* 
2005 4.9 4.5 5.0 4.1 5.4 5.2 4.9 4.2 4.4 4.4 —* —* 
2006 —* —* —* —* —* 4.4 —* —* 4.2 5.2 4.9 —* 
2007 —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* 

* The unemployment rate for Northeastern BC has been suppressed due to high sample variance. 

2008 —* —* —* 4.3 5.0 5.9 6.2 6.3 5.8 5.0 4.5 3.6 
2009 4.6 4.6 6.5 6.5 8.4 7.7 7.9 8.3 7.9 7.2   

Construction 
B U I L D I N G  P E R M I T S  

For the month of September 2009, there were 21 
building permits issued.  Total value of construction was 
$2,911,746.  The permits were issued for seven single 
family dwelling, one duplex, nine garage/renovation, and 
four commercial.  Year-to-date figures show there were 88 
building permits issued.  Total value of construction is 
$26,834,908.  The permits were issued for 22 single family 
dwelling, five duplexes, three multi-family, 35 garage/
renovation, 16 commercial, two institutional and four 
industrial. 

City of Dawson Creek 

2009 Warehouse Shop, Dawson Creek 
Roof Replacement. 
$250,000 estimated construction cost. 

AWARD 
D M Henderson Roofing Ltd 
PO Box 328 
Dawson Creek BC V1G 4G9 
Phone: 250-782-3467 
Fax 250-782-3117 
$84,247 

Journal of Commerce 

GOV E R N M E N T 
B U I L D I N G  R O O F I N G 
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Construction 
Northern Lights College Phase I Energy House, Dawson Creek 

Wood structural frame, The project is to be constructed to LEED Platinum standards and consists of: Relocation of 
some existing site services, including gas and sanitary lines, and demolition of some existing paved areas; Construction of 
new 614 m2 of educational/demonstration space; Construction/erection of a new wind turbine and wind turbine training 
tower; Tie in of new mechanical and electrical systems to existing buildings; Renovation of existing spaces to accommodate 
new building; Construction of site servicing and development including installation of a geoexchange field. The heating 
system is GeoThermal Exchange. 614 m²; 2 storeys; 2 structures. 

$6,000,000 estimated construction cost. 
LOW BID 

Dominion Fairmile Const Inc 
Ste 130, 2985 Virtual Way 
Vancouver BC V5M 4X7 
Phone: 604-631-1000 
Fax: 604-631-1100 

Journal of Commerce 

Dominion Construction, the construction contracting division of Seacliff Construction Corp., has been awarded major 
contracts in British Columbia and the Yukon valued at approximately $77.9 million in total.  

The first new contract, valued at approximately $48.6 million, is for the construction of a four-storey, 170,000 square 
foot office building at the Broadway Tech Centre in Vancouver. Construction is expected to begin in early November and 
be completed by January 2012.  

The second contract, valued at approximately $20 million, is for the construction of the Kwanlin Dün Cultural Centre, a 
50,000 square foot building which will be built immediately adjacent to the Yukon River in downtown Whitehorse.  

Site preparations are already underway, with construction on the project expected to begin in April 2010 and 
completion scheduled for fall 2011.  

Dominion has also been awarded the $9.3 million construction management contract for the Phase 1 Energy House 
project at the Northern Lights College in Dawson Creek.  

The Energy House, expected to be completed in March 2011, will incorporate several alternate energy technologies, 
including photovoltaic panels, a wind turbine and training tower, and a geo-exchange field and biomass boiler.  

It is Dominion's first LEED Platinum project.  
Construction Manager 

Dominion Fairmile Construction 
Suite 330-1620 Dickson Avenue 
Kelowna BC V1Y 9Y2  
Phone: 250-763-2798  
Fax: 250-763-2731 

Journal of Commerce 

NLC EN E RG Y HO U S E 

DO M I N I O N  C O N S T RU C T I O N 
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NUMBER OF WELLS DRILLED 
IN BC  

1997 583 

1998 652 

1999 627 

2000 777 

2001 882 

2002 646 

2003 1049 

2004 1213 

Oil & Gas Commission 

2005 1376 

2006 1416 

2007 899 

2008 882 

2009 528 

OIL & GAS SALES 

BC’s 2008 year-end total was $2.66 
billion as 756,752 hectares were 

auctioned off at an average of $3,518 per 
hectare. 

Total 2006 - $629.85 million 

Total 2005 - $533.99 million 

Total 2004 - $232 million 

Total 2003 - $646.68 million 

Total 2002 - $288.54 million 

Total 2001 - $439.47 million 

Total 2000 - $248.24 million 

Total 1999 - $176.17 million 

Total 1998 - $94.34 million 

Total 1997 - $211.70 million 
Nickle’s Energy Group 

Total 2007 - $1.047 billion 

Energy 
O I L  & GA S  SA L E 

The 2009 October sale of oil and gas rights resulted in a total of over 
$370 million in bonus bids. The sale offered 62 parcels covering 66,837 
hectares, and sold 58 parcels covering 65,787 hectares. The average price 
per hectare was $5,625, which is the second-highest in BC history.  The 
2008 October sale of oil and gas rights resulted in a total of over $151 
million in bonus bids. The average price per hectare was $2,214. 

This brings the calendar year to date total to $700.6 million compared 
to $2.46 billion in 2008. 

Four drilling licenses near the Altares Field area, approximately 20 
km north of Hudson’s Hope, which totaled over $201 million. Bids ranged 
from $4,088 to $18,650 per hectare. 

Eight drilling licenses near the Cypress Field, approximately 80 km 
northwest of Hudson’s Hope, with bids that ranged from over $3,000 to 
over $7,000 per hectare and totaled over $56 million. 

October 2008 $151 million 
October 2007 $12.37 million 
October 2006 $101 million 
October 2005 $16.74 million 
October 2004 $15.6 million 
October 2003 $18.5 million 
October 2002 $21.5 million 
October 2001 $18 million 
October 2000 $27.26 million 
October 1999 $22.1 million 
October 1998 $8.6 million 
October 1997 $10.7 million 

JuneWarren Nickle’s Energy Group 

October  2009  

As of November 3, 2009, there were 33 rigs drilling, 9 rigs released 
and 4 rigs prepped to spud. 

Oil & Gas Commission 

A C T I V E OI L  R I G S  

Photo by New Harvest Media 
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Energy 
BC GE A R I N G  U P  F O R  WI N T E R SE A S O N  & 
F U RT H E R  SH A L E  G A S  E X P L O R AT I O N 

October  2009  

Coming off of mega land sales auctions over the past 
couple of years, British Columbia is gearing up for its 
busiest drilling season, although the level of activity this 
winter is still uncertain at this point as producers have yet 
to firm up plans.  

Year-to-date operators have secured 532 new 
licenses to drill in BC., a significant drop of over 30% 
from last year due to weak gas prices but less severe than 
the 44% decline in Alberta licenses and the 61% fall in 
Saskatchewan permits. 

 
The province has reaped the rewards of intense 

interest in its shale gas resources with the Horn River 
Basin accounting for over 41% of the province's record 
land sales total of $2.66 billion in 2008, the government 
noted in a shale gas activity report released Wednesday. 
The other big gas play in the Montney formation helped bring 49% of last year's land sales revenues. 

The Montney play encompasses the Dawson Creek and Fort St. John region and the northern section of the Deep Basin 
region in northeast BC. Over the four-year period from 2005 to 2008, total rights sales in the Montney play region rose to 
$1.32 billion from $84.5 million. 

Leading all provinces, British Columbia sold $330.61 million at its land sales in the first nine months of 2009 at an 
average price of $1,281 per hectare. Both numbers represented huge declines from the same period last year when the bonus 
total topped $2.3 billion and average prices were $3,820 per hectare, record highs for the province. 

 
BC.'s shales are estimated to have the 

capacity to hold 250 tcf to 1,000 tcf of original 
gas-in-place. While the resource potential is 
huge, only a small portion has so far been 
proven commercial. 

Since 2002, the OGC has approved 38 
experimental scheme projects for shale gas 
potential. Schemes are considered experimental 
if they require ongoing research in drilling, 
completion and/or production technology. Most 
are in areas of relatively low drilling.  

Experimental scheme areas in the Horn 
River Basin are currently held by a number of 
operators, including: 

In June 2008 Stone Mountain 
Resources Ltd. was given approval to explore 
and evaluate the shale gas potential of the 
Devonian shale sequence, specifically the 
Muskwa, Otter Park and Evie formations in the 
Tattoo area.  

(Continued on page 7) 
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Energy 
October  2009  

BC GE A R I N G  U P  F O R  WI N T E R SE A S O N  & 
F U RT H E R  SH A L E  G A S  E X P L O R AT I O N 

Kodiak Bear Energy Inc. was given the nod in August 2008 to explore and evaluate the Muskwa, Otter Park and 
Evie formations in the Gunnell Creek area.  

In September 2008 Imperial Oil Limited was granted the opportunity to explore, develop and evaluate the shale gas 
potential of the Horn River Basin, specifically the Muskwa, Otter Park and Evie formations in the Komie area.  

EOG Resources Canada Inc. was given approval to explore, evaluate and test the shale gas potential of the 
Muskwa, Otter Park and Evie formations in the Tattoo area.  

In May 2009 an application from Quicksilver Resources Canada Inc. was approved to test the commercial 
viability of the Horn River shale gas in the Fortune area.  

Also in May Hunt Oil Company of Canada was given approval to evaluate and test the shale gas potential of the 
Horn River in the Evie Bank area (Hunt Projects No. 1, 2 and 3).  

Storm Gas Resource Corp. was approved in May to explore and evaluate the shale gas potential of the Horn River 
Formation in the Ootla and Gote areas (SGR projects 1, 2, and 3).  

That same month, EOG was given approval to explore and evaluate the shale gas potential of the Horn River in the 
Gote area.  

The most active operator in the Horn River Basin since 2001 has been EnCana Corporation. The producer is listed 
as operator for 90 wells in the basin with 79 of those categorized as non-experimental and another five wells licensed under 
experimental status but not yet drilled. 

 
After completing its 2008 Horn River drilling program, 

the producer reported average initial production rates of five 
mmcf per day during the first few months of production. The 
first wells completed in 2009 have reported flow rates of 9.5 
mmcf to 11 mmcf per day after 15 days.  

The relatively unexplored Beaver River area (Liard 
Basin and Fold Belt Region), 160 kilometres northwest of 
Fort Nelson, has captured the interest of producers looking to 
evaluate and test the potential of Mississippian-aged shales 
of the Mattson/Besa River. Some promising results have 
come out of testing completed to date. 

The Beaver River area has seen very little land sale 
activity compared to other shale gas regions in northeast BC. 
Only one parcel was purchased in 2008, located east of the 
Beaver River area in 94-O-13, Block L. A successful bid of 
$237,127 was submitted by Western Land Services 
Company Ltd. for a 778-hectare drilling licence covering 
petroleum and natural gas rights from surface to basement. 
So far in 2009, one parcel has been purchased just west of 
the Beaver River area at 94-O-13 where Mineral 
Consulting Services Ltd. scooped up a 2 120-hectare 
drilling licence for $1.02 million. 

Gas shows in the Mississippian Mattson in the Beaver 
River area are likely due to the presence of a significant 
shale gas reservoir. Questerre Energy Corporation and 

(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Energy 
October  2009  

BC GE A R I N G  U P  F O R  WI N T E R SE A S O N  & 
F U RT H E R  SH A L E  G A S  E X P L O R AT I O N 

Transeuro Energy Corp. have been conducting joint operations in the area to evaluate Mississippian-age shales of the 
Mattson/Besa River as a potential resource play. 

Further south in the Liard Basin, interest is developing in and around the Patry area a potentially high-impact shale gas 
play that may have prospects comparable to the adjacent Horn River Basin. In 2008, land brokers paid $16.8 million for 
68,464 hectares ($245 per hectare) at Patry. In 2009, the April and July land sale saw another $38.5 million to purchase 
52,624 hectares (an average of $751 per hectare). Recent activity shows that Apache Canada Ltd. has a Patry area new 
field wildcat well listed as standing at d-28-B94-O-12, with the Middle Devonian Besa River formation as the projected 
zone. 

The Triassic Upper Montney, meanwhile, has seen exceptional growth in production in recent years, the province 
noted. The Upper Montney consists of light brown, blocky siltstones with interlaminated fine grained sands. Producing 
fields within the Montney play trend include the Monias, Dawson Creek, Swan Lake and Tupper Creek areas. 

ARC Energy Trust is the dominant producer of Upper Montney tight/shale gas in the Dawson Creek field. The trust 
entered the play in 2003 with the purchase of Star Oil & Gas Ltd. and has since developed significant operational 
expertise in developing tight, low permeability formations.  

EnCana has significantly ramped up its operations in the Swan Lake area over the last two years. Its drilling program to 
develop gas from the sandstone, siltstone and shale sequences of the Triassic Montney has exceeded expectations. EnCana 
now holds over 295,000 net hectares of Montney rights in its Cutbank Ridge resource play. EnCana is producing about 226 
mmcf per day from 85 horizontal wells at Swan Lake.  

The producer can now complete as many as eight staged fracture stimulations along the horizontal leg of a well in just 
four days, the report said. Only a couple of years ago, the average time for a staged frac was one every four days using the 
labourious procedure of coiled tubing conveyed bridge plugs and perforating guns. 

With current mapping of the Upper Montney, EnCana has identified 3.7 tcf of original gas-in-place (OGIP) or 25 to 40 
bcf per section. 

To the end of January 2009, about 190 bcf of Montney formation gas has been produced by all companies, of which 
150 bcf came in the last three years. Average production per well has climbed with the move to horizontal drilling and now 
stands at about 1.3 mmcf per day. 

Shale gas activity directed toward Cretaceous horizons continues to be assessed in several areas of the Fort St. John and 
Northern Foothills resource regions. Lower Cretaceous sequences are the exploration focus in the Beg/Jedney areas and 
further south in the Blair Creek and Farrell Creek areas.  

The Farrell Creek and Blair Creek areas, both in the Northern Foothills region, are relatively unexplored but have seen 
a steady increase in land sales over the last three years. In 2008, bonuses garnered from the Farrell Creek area (near the 
town of Hudson's Hope) fetched a total of $156.7 million or $3,342 per hectare for 14 parcels. Ten of the 14 parcels were 
purchased by land brokers while the remaining were purchased directly by producers (Canadian Spirit Resources Inc. 
and Bancroft Oil and Gas Ltd.). Most of the rights in these parcels cover rights from the surface to the base of the 
Cadomin-Dunlevy-Nikanassin or from surface to basement. 

The Town area also saw high activity in terms of land sales in 2008. Although most drilling in this area focuses on 
conventional gas in the Lower Cretaceous Gething and Bluesky formations, there's potential for shale gas in the 
Buckinghorse formation (Fort. St. John Group). In northeast BC the Buckinghorse formation is about 1 000 metres thick 
and extends in a northwesterly direction in a broad, low lying belt along the eastern edge of the Foothills between the 
Halfway and Muskwa rivers. 

JuneWarren Nickle’s Energy Group 

(Continued from page 7) 
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Photo by Peace PhotoGraphics 

EnCana Corporation was easily the dominant operator of new wells 
drilled in the first nine months of 2009 even though its effort was much 
reduced from last year. The company chopped its drilling by 706 wells or 37% 
compared to 2008. 

For the first three quarters of 2009, EnCana was the most active operator 
with 1,196 wells, followed by Canadian Natural’s 579 wells. EnCana 
dominated southeastern Alberta drilling (837 wells but way down from 1,361 a 
year earlier) and northeast British Columbia (85 wells versus 163 last year). 
Canadian Natural was most active in east central Alberta (238 wells) and 
Northeastern Alberta (147 wells). 

Husky Energy Inc. ranked third to the end of September with 297 wells 
with Devon Canada Corporation fourth on 235 wells. 

For both the third quarter and nine month period, the four companies with 
the largest year-over-year decline in drilling were EnCana, Husky, EOG 
Resources Canada Inc. and Enerplus Resources Fund. EOG was very 
active in southwestern Saskatchewan last year but cut backs its shallow gas 
drilling program this year while Enerplus reduced its SW Saskatchewan 
activity to only 71 wells this year from 278 in the first nine months of 2008. 

There were few companies increasing their drilling activity this year but 
some of the more prominent ones were StatoilHydro Canada Ltd. (34 wells 
this year), Shelter Bay Energy Inc. (up 32 wells to 41 holes), Progress 
Energy Resources Corp. (up 22 wells to 34) and Tourmaline Oil Corp. 
(12 wells this year, none in 2008). 

Ranked by metres drilled, the top operators of the first three quarters of 
2009 were EnCana (1.48 million metres), Canadian Natural (656 487 metres), 
ConocoPhillips Canada Limited (350 863 metres), Husky (254 996 
metres) and Devon (257 874 metres). 

While Royal Dutch Shell plc did not make it into the top 10 ranked by 
wells drilled, it was sixth overall ranked by metres drilled and was in second 
place in British Columbia, behind only EnCana. Shell has not been a big player 
on the Bulletin’s top operator list for many years but has invested huge sums in 
recent years to establish itself as a large tight gas and shale gas player. 

Ranked by exploratory metres of hole drilled, the top five operators were 
EnCana, Talisman Energy Inc., Canadian Natural, ConocoPhillips and 
Shell. 

By province, EnCana, Canadian Natural and ConocoPhillips dominated in 
Alberta while EnCana, Shell, Murphy Oil Company Ltd. and Talisman were 
the most active operators in British Columbia to the end of September. 

In Saskatchewan, TriStar Oil & Gas Ltd. headed the Bulletin’s list with 
163 840 metres drilled, followed by Crescent Point Energy Corp. (140 
746 metres), Petrobank Energy And Resources Ltd. (109 593 metres) 
and Husky (99 124 metres). 

No one came close to Tundra Oil & Gas Partnership in Manitoba 
where it drilled 192 504 metres of hole with 83 wells at an average depth/
length of 2 377 metres. 

JuneWarren Nickle’s Energy Group 

D R I L L I N G  A C T I V I T Y  

Energy 
October  2009  
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The Canadian Association of Oilwell Drilling Contractors (CAODC) expects the total average active drilling rig count 
in Western Canada to rise next year by four per cent over 2009 with the strongest activity in British Columbia and 
Saskatchewan. 

In an update the CAODC said the average rig count should climb to 218 in 2010. Drilling days should rise by roughly 
4,000 to 78,480. Most of the increase will come in the third quarter, with a slight improvement in the fourth quarter as well. 

The industry group expects a total of 8,278 wells will be drilled this year for a utilization rate of 24%, compared to 
16,844 wells and utilization of 40% in 2008. 

 
The total number of wells for 

2010 is expected to rise to 8,523. 
Next year, 40% of the fleet will be 

employed during the winter drilling 
season in the first quarter, followed by 
a significant decrease during break-up. 
The actual rig count is similar to 2009 
for the first six months. During 2010, 
a utilization of 27% is expected which 
would be the third year of sub-
economic conditions and close to the 
previous all-time low in 1992. 

Canada's drilling rig fleet peaked 
at 902 in December 2007. Next year it 
is expected to average 800, down from 
862 in the first quarter of 2009. 

The modest improvement during 
the final months of 2010 assumes 
some strength in natural gas prices. 
The CAODC used a gas price forecast 
of $5.50 (Cdn.) per mcf with West 
Texas Intermediate oil at $70 (U.S.) per bbl. Activity levels will be strongest in BC and Saskatchewan as investors 
interested in Alberta opportunities wait for an improvement in the competitiveness position of the province, CAODC said in 
its update. 

The first three quarters of 2009 have been weak in terms of operating days (51,993 days). This is 48% below the first 
three quarters of 2008 and 58% under 2006. Utilization in the first three quarters of 2009 has averaged 23%, compared with 
40% the previous year. 

The time required to drill a well has remained at about nine days in 2009 reflecting a focus on horizontal drilling and 
less exploitation of shallow gas. 

In 2010, the CAODC expects drilling time to rise three per cent to 9.3 days. 
Producers are in the early stages of setting capital programs for next year, but the Canadian Association of Petroleum 

Producers has released preliminary figures that predict a modest increase in oil and gas investment spending in 2010 to $40 
billion from $34 billion this year. Both are off from $54 billion in 2008. 

JuneWarren Nickle’s Energy Group 

D R I L L I N G  FO R E C A S T  

October  2009  

Energy 
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Five of the most prominent oil and gas companies in the Northeast provided updates on some of the major projects 
moving ahead during the Northeast BC Energy Conference in Dawson Creek. 

Mike Forgo, vice-president of business services with EnCana Corp., said his company sees huge potential in the 
Northeast. He said natural gas production in British Columbia is expected to rise to 7 billion cubic feet a day (Bcfd) from 
about 3 billion right now. The company continues to see production from the over 730,000 net acres of land rights it holds 
in the Montney area of the BC Peace, and pilot projects continue in the Horn River Basin in the Fort Nelson area. 

Forgo also touched on the benefits for horizontal, multiwell drilling pads in increasing productivity and reducing the 
footprint of the wells on the landscape. He said, for example, a six-well pad has 69% less disturbed area than the equivalent 
number of vertical wells. 

ARC Energy Trust operates approximately 18,000 wells across Western Canada, with a mix of oil and gas 
production.  

The bulk of their activity is in Alberta, although the company plans to grow its production in British Columbia from 
about 11 per cent production currently. 

“We’re forecasting in the next three to four years that will increase significantly,” said senior operations engineer 
Bernie Phillip. 

Phillip said since his company acquired Star Oil and Gas in 2003, the Dawson field in the Montney area has become 
their largest producing property, seeing a growth in production to 55 million cubic feet per day (mmcf/d) from 15 mmcf/d. 

“The Dawson Field is the star of our asset portfolio,” said Phillip. 
He said the company plans to double its production by opening three new gas plants, including a 60-mmcfd gas plant 

expected be on-stream early next year. They also plan to complete 19 horizontal wells this year and 30 in 2010. 
Phillip said his company believes strongly in giving back to the communities they operate in. In Dawson Creek, he said 

they have supported the Step Up and Ride program and the Rotary Manor, and recently donated $100,000 for the 
construction of the Calvin Kruk Centre for the Arts. 

BP (Beyond Petroleum, formerly known as British Petroleum) is one of the biggest oil and gas companies in the 
world, with operations in more than 90 countries. The Noel Major Project, a natural gas development about 60 kilometres 
south of Dawson Creek, is the first big project for BP Canada, explained the project’s field development lead, Allan Lau. 
He said the company has invested $1.4 billion to develop the area, which will include constructing nearly 140 wells over the 
next eight to 10 years, and three compressor stations. He said the first station is nearing completion and construction of the 
second one has already started. They expect to have gas on-stream later this year. 

Lau said his company has also focused heavily on hiring locally, including opportunities for Aboriginal workers, and it 
has recently opened a new office in Dawson Creek. 

“We’ve achieved 70% local contractors for construction and facilities work,” said Lau.  
Shell is also one of the biggest companies in the world, and is looking to expand its operations in the Northeast. 
“We’re really growing our interest and position here in Northeast BC,” said Andrew Dahlin, operations manager for the 

province. 
The company currently has projects in the Farrell Creek area near Hudson’s Hope, the Sukunka-Bullmoose fields in the 

foothills, and in the Deep Basin fields near Fort Nelson, but Dahlin said the “crown jewel” for them is the Groundbirch/ 
Brassey field in the Montney area. He said the company plans to operate four gas plants in the area, with more than 100 
kilometres of gathering systems, natural gas processing and delivery infrastructure. The development currently produces 
about 85 mmcfd with a potential for 100 mmcf/d. 

Spectra Energy, strictly in the processing and transportation business, is nearing the completion of the South Peace 
Pipeline, which will extend about 93 kilometres south from the McMahon Gas Plant in Taylor. The pipeline will have a 
capacity of 221 mmcf/d and will transport sour gas with a hydrogen sulphide (H2S) content of five per cent.  

Spectra Energy is also involved in a carbon capture and storage (CCS) project near its Fort Nelson Gas Plant. John 
Turner, who handles government relations for the company, said the project is still in the research and development phase 
and they still have yet to determine whether or not the carbon dioxide can be contained. 

The company also plans to expand the processing capacity in its West Doe plant near Rolla and at the Fort Nelson Gas 
Plant. 

Northeast News 

Energy 
October  2009  

LO C A L  UP DAT E S  
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Energy 
October  2009  

F L A R I N G  RE D U C T I O N S  
Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources Minister Blair Lekstrom said the province is on track to meet its target of 

eliminating routine flaring by 2016, and he announced a new initiative that will help in reaching that commitment. 
In an effort to reduce flaring caused by flow testing, the minister announced that companies would now be required to 

build pipelines prior to the completion of wells where possible. He said there may be situations where that isn’t possible, but 
said there are other technologies available such as vapour recovery units (VRUs) that could help meet those reduction 
targets. 

In its annual report on flaring, the Oil and Gas Commission reports a 26.5% reduction in solution gas flaring (which 
occurs at well sites where the well is designed for the production of oil or other hydrocarbons, but some gas is also 
produced). This is on track with meeting the interim target of a 50% reduction by 2011, as laid out in the BC Energy Plan of 
2007.  

The OGC also introduced a Flaring, Incinerating and Venting Reduction Guideline last year that looks at other forms of 
flaring that are not routine.  

Lekstrom said he would continue to work with industry to find ways to reduce flaring, but would not do so at the risk of 
workers’ and the publics’ safety. 

The minister also touched on some of the other initiatives his ministry is working on in relation to the quality of life of 
rural residents affected by oil and gas activity.  

He mentioned the new “Living Together – Working Together” initiative, a voluntary initiative to help address local 
concerns around traffic safety, speed control, dust, noise, road maintenance and other issues related to oil and gas activity. 
The initiative outlines principles around cooperation, communication, respect and accountability, and several companies 
have already signed on to the voluntary registry.  

Lekstrom said his ministry is also moving towards a process to require land agents to be certified and licensed in 
British Columbia. 

“Land agents are usually the first point of contact with the farmers and the landowners in our area, and we want to 
ensure we have the highest quality and the highest standard,” he said. 

He added they’re in the process of selecting a “farmer’s advocate,” although he did not say when an announcement 
would be made. 

There was also no announcement on changes to setback regulations, although Lekstrom said they plan to move forward 
on the issue very soon. 

Northeast News 
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P R E S T O N  M A N N I N G 
A special guest was invited to speak during the Northeast BC Energy Conference in Dawson Creek on an issue relevant 

to many in the region. 
Preston Manning, founder of the Reform Party of Canada and Leader of the Opposition in the House of Commons from 

1997 to 2000, delivered a keynote address entitled “Community Interests and Responsible Development of Energy 
Resources.” Manning said he wanted to offer suggestions on how to reconcile conflicts of interest between communities 
and the energy industry in the region. He said he has some knowledge on the issue because he used to work as a consultant 
before his political career. 

“The difficult part in reconciling conflicting interests …is when there’s good and right on both sides,” said Manning. 
“Finding the equitable balance becomes the real challenge in reconciling a lot of these interests.” 

He said while the industry brings jobs, investment, and royalty revenues, it also generates concerns within communities 
because of dust, noise, health and environmental issues and conflicts with landowners. He said those tensions are 
compounded when there is incomplete information or mistrust on either side, the lack of fair negotiating process and/or a 
lack of resources from individuals or communities to represent their interests adequately.  

Manning said an important part of reconciling those issues is for both sides to agree on the facts. He said if there is not 
an agreement on the facts – whether it’s the risks associated with sour natural gas or flaring, for example – it is unlikely 
there would be a satisfactory solution for both sides. He said one way to achieve agreement where none exists is through 
fact-finding queries by regulatory tribunals or independent groups.  

He said in some situations, science and technology will present a solution to a conflict as well. However, he said 
technology can be a double-edged sword – solving one problem but creating another – and so that should be acknowledged 
and assessed in the application of any new technology. 

He said government policy, regulation and grassroots democracy have an important role in solving conflicts. 
He said government policy and regulation creates the framework in which community and industry interests come into 

play, and governments naturally have an interest in balancing the well-being of a community with the economic activity 
created by industry. 

“I see progress,” he said. “It may not be fast enough for everybody, but I see progress in changes to government policy 
and regulation in response to input from communities and the industry.” 

Manning said there are two ways people can respond when public policy or regulations are not satisfactory: 
they can give up and accept the status quo or work to change them through democratic processes. 
He said government and industry should not be afraid of an open, honest discussion of the issues. At the same time, he 

said communities and interest groups should not try to dictate policy but rather demonstrate how they are doing things 
differently. 

He said both sides should accept responsibility in trying to resolve conflicts. From the community standpoint, he said 
leaders must make it clear that they are committed to the peaceful resolution of conflicts and opposed to violence. 

He said violent protests or reactions not only risk people’s lives but are also counterproductive in that they usually turn 
public opinion against the protesters and their cause. 

He said there are peaceful alternatives. He said the judicial mediation is one, but it tends to be an expensive, time-
consuming process that creates winners and losers, which can poison relationships for some time. He said a more acceptable 
option that can lead to resolutions out of court is for both sides to decide on a mediator. He said sometimes there exists an 
individual or organization uniquely qualified to mediate a specific dispute, because of a connection with both sides and a 
commitment to resolve the issue. 

Northeast News 
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Photo by Peace PhotoGraphics Room revenues in British Columbia slid lower 
in June (–1.5%, seasonally adjusted), the sixth 
decline registered in the past seven months. In 
general, room revenues have been trending downward since 
mid-year in 2008 and are currently at levels not seen since 
mid-2005. The coastal regions of Vancouver Island/Coast 
(–2.9%), Mainland/Southwest (–2.4%) and North Coast (–
6.6%), as well as Kootenay (–3.7%), all saw revenues fall.  

These declines were only partly offset by a boost in 
revenues in Thompson/Okanagan (+2.1%), Cariboo 
(+2.1%), Nechako (+8.8%) and Northeast (+4.7%). Data 
Source: BC Stats 

BC Stats Infoline Issue: 09-39 October 2, 2009 

R O O M R E V E N U E S  

Mining 
Western Coal Corp., formerly Western Canadian Coal, had cut back production significantly at its Wolverine Mine 

and as a result laid off half of the 440 workers working there back in May. However, the company is reporting its 
operational improvements for the mine are on track, and it will be looking to increase production to the permitted level of 3 
million tonnes per annum (Mt/a) from its current production of under 2 Mt/a.  

Peace River Coal reported hiring 125 people between January and September, with 60% coming from either 
Tumbler Ridge, Chetwynd or Dawson Creek.  

Unicorn International Mines Group Inc., is currently exploring the Hasler southwest of Chetwynd.  
A new fuel alternative being explored by Victoria-based Blue Fuel Energy Corporation could mean even more 

economic activity for the region. 
President and CEO Juergen Puetter explained his company sees potential in dimethyl ether (called blue fuel because of 

the flame produced when it burns), a hydrocarbon similar in physical properties to propane, but produces little carbon 
dioxide and no sulphur dioxide emissions. 

Puetter holds the same positions with Aeolis Wind Power Corporation, and he said there is so much potential with 
wind power in the region, but not enough demand from BC Hydro, so they decided to explore other uses for the electricity.  

Initially, he said the idea was to separate hydrogen molecules from water using electricity and combine the hydrogen 
with carbon dioxide emitted from a Spectra natural gas plant near Chetwynd, potentially creating about a million litres of 
fuel. However, he said the demand would be much greater than they could meet, so Puetter has approached coal companies 
in the Northeast about using coal in a similar process to create much more fuel.  

Puetter said the fuel production could create a value-added industry for the Northeast. He said the fuel could be used to 
replace diesel, and could also be used for cooking and heating as well. He said other countries such as Japan and China are 
already producing the fuel, and there is an emerging market for it. 

Northeast News 
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S U S TA I N A B L E  C O M M U N I T Y 

The City of Dawson Creek continues to be a leading example of a sustainable community, said the executive director of 
the Canadian Institute of Sustainable Living (CISL). 

"I can sum it up by saying you rock. You rock Dawson Creek," Mike Simpson told Dawson Creek City Council 
Monday. "We're your number one fan and we've been literally going around the province... visiting community after 
community and you (Dawson Creek) come up time and time again in everybody's minds as the place that's doing a lot at the 
community level and that other people want to emulate." 

CISL is a B.C.-based, not-for-profit environmental NGO. When it formed in 2000, it focused mainly on environmental 
issues but has since broadened its horizons to include work in developing nations on issues such as human rights and 
welfare and work to pro-mole the idea of a sustainable planet. 

Simpson didn't just travel from CISI.'s home office in Smithers to bestow compliments on council but also announced 
Dawson Creek placed second in its Energetic Olympics competition. The Energetic Olympics is a friendly, 16-municipality 
competition focusing on reducing carbon footprints through transportation, heating, electricity, goods and services and food 
and consumptions. 

Dawson Creek had been leading the pack in the heavyweight division, which includes all municipalities with a 
population greater than 5,000 but was beat out by Terrace in the final stretch. 

"They squeaked past you in this competition by very little. I actually thought you had it hands down," Simpson said, 
adding Dawson Creek is still holding its reputation as B.C.'s sustainable city. 

Simpson then told a story about the CISL mascot spreading the word about the Energetic Olympics during this year's 
Union of British Columbian Municipalities UBCM) convention last week, and said nobody was surprised lo hear what city 
was in the lead. 

"We a had polar bear walking around with a life-jacket on talking to people about it and the first question all the 
politicians asked of course was 'whose winning?' " he said. "We told them Dawson Creek was winning and you would be 
proud to hear their response was always  'oh, of course.' Everybody knows about your community in British Columbia, and 
everybody knows what you've been doing." 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

Construction is underway for Driver House, a new $10.9-million development that will provide 25 units of affordable 
housing for Aboriginal seniors and families in Dawson Creek. 

The Province is providing a capital grant of $10.6 million to facilitate the construction of Driver House to develop new, 
affordable housing for Aboriginal people living off-reserve. The land for the building site was donated by Lola Wall and is 
valued at $130,000. The City of Dawson Creek donated additional land, adjacent to the site, estimated at $130,000 for the 
project. 

Dawson Creek Native Housing Society (DCNHS) will operate and manage the development. The society was one of 
the successful proponents following a proposal call for housing developments issued by the Province in 2007 in 
consultation with the Aboriginal Housing Management Association (AHMA). 

Government of BC News Release 

A B O R I G I N A L  HO U S I N G  P RO J E C T  

October  2009  
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City council voted on Oct. 19 to adopt an Affordable Housing Strategy. 
The issue of affordable housing was identified as a priority during public consultations around the city's Official 

Community Plan update, and the strategy coincides with a new draft OCP being developed. 
The strategy includes several recommendations with the goals of improving afford-ability and conditions for renters, 

including those with special needs; encouraging a diversity of housing types for people of all ages, abilities and income 
levels; and promoting sustainability and affordability through land use planning, building form and energy efficiency. 

To deal with the issue of low rental vacancy rates, the city is moving towards legalizing secondary suites. Emmanuel 
Machado, Director of Corporate Planning said those suites already exist, but changing the bylaws would allow homeowners 
to make improvements and expand the suites. 

The city will also look to establish a one-stop website for all housing-related funding opportunities, including BC 
Housing's Rental Assistance Program (RAP) and the Canadian Mortgage and Housing Corporation's Residential 
Rehabilitation Assistance Program (RRAP), which offers grants and loans for upgrading. 

The draft OCP and Affordable Housing Strategy include policies and recommendations to encourage multi family 
dwellings, which increase density and are generally more affordable than single family dwellings. Machado said currently 
70% of the housing stock is single-family, which is not necessarily a good mix. 

Both Belak and Machado said the new OCP should address some of the issues around zoning by identifying where 
those types of developments are planned. 

The draft OCP includes policies to encourage the development of non-market and supportive housing for seniors and 
people with special needs. Those incentives could include allowing bonus density in exchange for a certain percentage of 
non-market housing and relaxing parking requirements. Local agencies like the Dawson Creek Society for Community 
Living and South Peace Community Resources Society have raised concerns about the availability of affordable and stable 
housing for their clients, many of whom live on fixed incomes. 

The strategy suggests as a long-term goal for the city, with the help of community partners and senior government 
funding, to purchase and rehabilitate "problem hotels/ motels" and turn them into permanent affordable housing units, with 
support staff to ensure stability. 

The strategy recommends the creation of a permanent centre for the homeless and those dealing with mental health and 
addictions issues.   

The entire Affordable Housing Strategy can be viewed online by visiting the City of Dawson Creek website and 
following the links to the Oct. 19 agenda. 

Northeast News 

A F F O R DA B L E HO U S I N G  S T R AT E G Y 

The City of Dawson Creek has reported $328,222.41 in gaming revenue received from Chances Gaming Entertainment 
Centre Dawson Creek from the first two quarters of 2009. 

Dawson Creek receives 10 per cent of net gaming revenue from the centre for being a host city and disperses those 
funds in the form of grants to various social groups and to fund capital projects and Tourism Dawson Creek. 

Chief financial officer Shelly Woolf said if the next two quarters yields the same as the first then the city would receive 
less funding from Chances in 2009, about $656,000, than the previous two years. 

In 2007 the city received $856,000 and in 2008 received $726,000. 
Funding received by the city for the last "period," which includes the last two quarters of 2008 and the first two 

quarters of 2009 was $493,232,19. 
The largest expenditures from those funds are the Tourism Dawson Creek contract at $243,337.50, Rotary Park at 

$67,980.00 and the Dawson Creek Library with $60,000 in funding. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 
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Communities in the North would like to see funding continued for Measuring Up the North, and for the accessibility 
standards that program has advocated on behalf of, to be implemented by local governments in the province.  

The North Central Local Government Association, on behalf of the 34 communities and five regional districts that are 
participating in the program, brought these resolutions forward at the recent Union of British Columbia Municipalities 
convention in Vancouver. In the Northeast, all municipalities big and small, from Pouce Coupe to Fort St. John, have 
formed MUTN committees. 

Karen Goodings, president of the NCLGA and chair of the Peace River Regional District, said those communities 
wanted adequate time and funding to implement the strategies and recommendations from their respective committees, 
since funding from the Province was due to expire in August. 

That funding has since been extended to Dec. 31. 
Another resolution called on local government’s across the province to incorporate age-friendly, disability-friendly, 

universal design principles into their Official Community Plans, which would then inform bylaws around zoning, building 
design standards, and transportation, for example.  

The UBCM resolutions committee recommended that no action was required on that resolution, since no direction was 
needed from the Province to make those changes. 

Goodings said it would be far more cost-effective to look at standards for new buildings instead, and that is what some 
communities have already begun to do. The City of Dawson Creek is in the process of updating its OCP, and a draft 
proposal recently submitted to council includes policies that address building design guidelines for new residential 
developments and a policy to ensure transportation infrastructure is built to accommodate people who use wheelchairs or 
medical scooters to get around. 

The Dawson Creek MUTN committee is looking to compile a list of priorities and directions based on the results of a 
survey it sent out earlier this year, which received 663 responses from residents in Dawson Creek, Pouce Coupe and the 
surrounding rural communities. Tourism Dawson Creek recently completed an initiative that assessed accessibility in 
tourism-related businesses in Dawson Creek and Pouce Coupe.  

Committee chair Duncan Redfern, who is also the safety co-ordinator with the City of Dawson Creek, said they should 
be able to move forward on the survey without funding from the Province. 

“This is a community-based survey, so it should be able to be dealt with within the community,” said Redfern, adding 
there would be other funding opportunities they could take advantage of. 

Northeast News 
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Northern Lights College has seen almost 13% more students enroll in its programs this fall as people look to upgrade 
their skills or make a career change during these slow economic limes, says a  NLC official. 

The combined enrolment at the seven NLC campuses across northern B.C. has jumped from 939 full-time students in 
2008 to 1,060 this fall -a 12.92% year-over-year increase.  

"1 think part of that is due to the economic downturn. People are using the opportunity to take a look at their lives and 
say 'maybe this is the time to get the training that I put off a few years ago when 1 was able to get into the oil and gas 
industry,' " explained NLC communications manager Brad Lyon. 

"So, we have a lot of people who are coming back and signing up to upgrade some of their course levels, and in some 
cases it is to get into other programs here whether it be a trade or apprenticeship or that type of thing." 

All four of the college's areas of study have seen increases. Those four areas include trades and apprenticeships; 
developmental and access programs; academic and career technical programs; and business/industry and contract training 
programs. However, the developmental and access training programs have seen one of the largest increases with a jump of 
31% from 2008. Within that category falls career and college preparations programs, such as adult basic education, that has 
seen a whopping 110% jump in enrolments. 

Another huge jump was in the oil and gas field operators program that has grown by 285%. However, that student 
increase might be slightly misleading as the program was expanded to the Fort Nelson campus where a class of 16 has 
enrolled. 

"This semester we are offering a special intake of the program at our Fort Nelson campus, so, in addition to the regular 
program that we run in Fort St. John, we have got an intake that is being offered in Fort Nelson through support by the Horn 
River Basin Producers Group," explained Lyon. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

NLC EN RO L M E N T  JU M P S  

Students from Central Middle School are attempting to shift trick-or-treater priorities this Halloween from filling a 
single mouth with candy to helping feed Dawson Creek's less fortunate. 

A student social action group called Coyotes for Change organized the initiative. Group members Samantha Klassen 
and Nicole Anderson held two assemblies, appealing to fellow students to think about the good that can result from a little 
sacrifice. 

"It's just candy, you can get candy anytime for a few cents," said Anderson. "But a can of soup... somebody could be 
starving on the street and with a can of soup they can go another day." 

Klassen acknowledged that giving up candy completely is a hard sell, especially for those in younger grades, but she 
said the program's original name "Trick or Treat and Something Else to Eat" leaves a little cheating room. This will allow 
socially conscious children, who also have a sweet tooth, to help the less fortunate and still enjoy a big part of the holiday. 

"If we go to the younger schools... they're not going to give up candy, so we'll ask them to get canned food along with 
it," Klassen said, 

Cans collected through trick-or-treating, along with a regular classroom food drive leading up to Halloween, will be 
given to local organizations like the St. Marks Soup Kitchen, the Salvation Army and the Nawican Friendship Centre. 

There is expected to be competition between classes to see who can bring in the most items, but Klassen assured they 
would be competing for bragging rights alone. 

The Coyotes for Change hope area homeowners take note and pick up a few non-perishable goods along with the 
regular Halloween candy in preparation for the evening. 

The Coyotes for Change take their cue from national organization "Free the Children," and the social enterprise "Me to 
We". 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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The South Peace Hospice Palliative Care Society (SPHPCS) is practically an invisible entity though indispensable 
when called upon for its services. 

"A lot of people, if they've never been touched by a death in the family, they don't have any idea what palliative care is 
all about," said SPHPCS coordinator Linda LaFleur, adding once they discover it, clients are extremely thankful the service 
exists. 

This fall the SPHPCS will become a little more visible to the community through a series of events designed to raise 
awareness about its efforts to ease a family's grief at the end of a loved-ones life. 

On November 6 and 7 the entire community is invited to celebrate 20 years of SPHPCS in Dawson Creek. The two-day 
event is open to the entire community and will feature an open house and workshops. . The two workshops take place on the 
Friday at Sudeten Hall and according to LaFleur, should have a wide-ranging appeal, not necessarily just for people who 
have been involved with SPHPCS. The titles of the workshops are "Why Life Stories Matter" and "How to Preserve and 
Record Life Stories," and will be given by personal historian Dan Curtis from Victoria. Both of the workshops complement 
each other and are about preserving the stories of elders' lives while there is still time. 

"Some people, especially the pioneers in this community, have a very wide and colourful history that maybe nobody 
knows about because they never talk about it," LaFleur said. "I worked with one lady and she was like a walking 
encyclopedia she had so much information, but it was never recorded anywhere so nobody knew it except those who were 
close to her." 

The open house will take place at Sudeten Hall on the Saturday from 2 to 4 p.m. and will be a thank-you for everyone 
who has donated money and time to the society. It will feature refreshments and is dedicated in honour of SPHPCS founder 
Toni Hryciuk. 

Another project currently being done by SPHPCS is the creation of two palliative care rooms at Rotary Manor. This 
will take the number of palliative care rooms in the entire city from one, at the hospital, to three. 

"We want to do these rooms up so that they have a nice, peaceful, tranquil atmosphere, just like your bedroom at 
home," Lafluer said. "The only institutional type thing that you can see is the bed. Everything else is colourful and is just 
like your bedroom at home. There will be tables and chairs and a microwave and coffeepot and another bed so that family 
can just stay there for the duration." 

Time and money has already been donated by both of Dawson Creek's Rotary Clubs but additional assistance is needed 
to see the rooms completed. 

After 20-years of giving to the community SPHPCS is asking for some help in return. They will soon be looking for an 
office space to house the society and have very little disposable income for rent. The current home of the society is little 
more than a small office tucked into the back of the medical clinic and LaFleur said similar accommodations would be 
suitable and much appreciated. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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Human Services 
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Dawson Creek has been chosen as one of five communities across the province to take part in a pilot project aimed at 
developing a non-medical home support service for frail seniors. 

The Community Action for Seniors Independence (CASI) project will look to provide assistance to seniors who might 
not otherwise have it to complete everyday tasks like laundry, housekeeping, meal preparation and grocery shopping. The 
goal is to postpone the higher costs of institutional care by keeping seniors in the comfortable and familiar setting of their 
homes for longer. 

The three-year project is being funded through a partnership between the United Way of the Lower Mainland and the 
Ministry of Healthy Living and Sport’s Senior’s Healthy Living Secretariat. For the first year, the United Way will 
contribute $250,000 and the ministry will fund another $700,000.  

Michael Becker, spokesperson for the United Way, said Dawson Creek was selected out of other communities in the 
North based on certain indicators including senior’s vulnerability, community willingness and community readiness. 

“When the selection committee looked at the north, Dawson Creek stacked up highest on all of those indicators,” said 
Becker. 

He said according to data from Statistics Canada, Dawson Creek’s senior population is approximately 1,300 people 
(about 10% of the total population), and about 43% of those seniors are living alone. 

Becker said ultimately the local stakeholders will determine how best to deliver the service, so the model will likely be 
different in each community. If the project is sustainable, he said the hope is to expand to other communities starting in 
2011. 

The other communities participating in the pilot project are Osoyoos, Maple Ridge, Surrey’s Newton area, and the 
Renfrew – Collingwood district of Vancouver. 

Northeast News 

The EnCana Events Centre in Dawson Creek will host the Northeastern BC Community Living Conference from Oct. 
22 to 24. 

The event is open to everybody, but is specifically designed for support workers, including caregivers and homecare 
workers, as well as self-advocates. 

Professionals from Dawson Creek and elsewhere have been invited to facilitate the workshops. They’ll be facilitating 
workshops that include: “Professional Boundaries,” “Shopping with the Environment in Mind,” “RDSP’s – Registered 
Disability Savings Plans” and “Improving Your Life One Step at a Time.” 

Two keynote speeches will also be given to open and close the conference. Chris “Dr. Laugh” Johnson will open the 
conference with a speech entitled “Restoring Humour and Humanity in Our Lives.” He will also be hosting two workshops.  

Giving the closing keynote address will be Norman Kunc and Emma Van der Klift, a married couple and co-directors 
of Broadreach Training and Resources Ltd. 

Their keynote speech, entitled “Being Realistic Isn’t Realistic,” will point out some of the unexpected benefits of being 
disabled. 

They will also be facilitating two workshops.   
The conference is presented in partnership with Community Living BC, the Dawson Creek Society for Community 

Living, the Fort St. John Association for Community Living, Independence Networking Services and South Peace 
Community Resources Society. 

Northeast News 
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After more than a half-century working with riders of all levels, competing internationally and qualifying for four 
Olympic Games, Robin Hahn still gets a kick out of training wide-eyed youngsters just learning the sport that is his passion. 

It's the chance to teach good horsemanship skills, help a rider develop a solid bond with a horse and boost his or her 
self-confidence. 

"It is very rewarding working with kids because they are dead honest," explained Hahn, during a break in a three-day 
jumping seminar this weekend at the Lakota Agri-Centre. 

"They do not hide anything. If they are scared, they tell you or they at least show you, and if they are overconfident that 
also shows. And if you say, 'it is all right to jump two feet' they believe you, whereas older riders may have had problems 
and they say 'maybe, this horse is not ready for two feet'. They doubt you a little, but young ones don't doubt. They just do 
what you say, so they progress really quickly." 

Hahn qualified as a spare rider at the 1956 Olympic Games and was a competitor in the 1968, 1972 and 1976 
Olympics. 

He also rode in the world championships in 1982 and was short-listed for the 1988 and 1990 championships. And he 
still makes it to the occasional competition, such as the Grand Prix he was in this past summer. 

Through those experiences, countless hours in the saddle and instructing others, Hahn has learned a thing or two about 
teaching the sport. 

Hahn hands outlets of positive reinforcement at his seminars whether they be in Dawson Creek or the many other 
clinics he holds in Washington State or the Lower Mainland. He gives a steady stream of compliments as each rider rounds 
the ring and makes the jumps. When he spots a rider's faults, he politely corrects him or her but is also sure to offer 
encouragement. Those positives are key to any athlete in any sport. 

Along with building horsemanship skills, Hahn helps build confidence in his charges. Without that confidence, an 
athlete will struggle, no matter how skilled he or she is. 

"As with any sport. If you are confident and put in the training you are usually successful, but if you are not confident 
and put in the training it doesn't matter because you won't be successful." 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

J U M P I N G  S E M I N A R 

Judging by the response to the barrel racing clinic this past weekend, one had better sign up early if one want$ to enrol 
in a similar clinic being offered in May. 

Thirteen riders took part in the Thursday-Friday clinic and another 13 were in the Saturday, Sunday clinic taught by 
Sharon Camarillo at Dawson Creek's Lakota Agri-Centre. 

Most of the riders were locals with a variety of skill and experience levels. However, one student came from as far 
away as Quesnel and another made the trek from southern Alberta to pick up pointers from Camarillo. 

The four-time National Finals Rodeo qualifier and member of the Cowgirl Hall of Fame offered tips on everything 
from proper hand position to the right equipment. 

Camarillo was in Grande Prairie in 2007 and 2008, but this is the first time she has been in Dawson Creek's Lakota 
Agri-Centre. 

"It went really well," said organizer Samantha Dilworth. 
So well, in fact, that when Camarillo said she was available this spring, most of the students jumped at the chance to 

take another one of her popular clinics. 
The clinics are slated for May 27-30 and will follow the same format of two two-day clinics over four days. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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Fans of senior hockey in Dawson Creek will get their first look at the Canucks when the Fairview Kings visit the 
Memorial Arena for a North Peace Hockey League exhibition match. 

Albeit this is still the preseason and there's lots of work still to do as players shake off the rust, line combinations are 
worked out and weaknesses are addressed, but, finally, after a three-year hiatus NPHL hockey returns to Dawson Creek. 

"We all realize that we are building towards being better at the right time of the year, so it will be a work in progress. If 
the fans come out they will see us improve throughout the year and build towards something, so they can be a part of it," 
said Canuck player-coach Randy Muise. 
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The Calvin Kruk Centre for the Arts is no longer just a dream, but is quickly becoming a reality. Vancouver-based 
Hotson Bakker Boniface Haden Architects (HBBH) has recently been selected as the primary architect to transform the 
historic Post Office in downtown Dawson Creek. 

The renovation of the 1950s building is both an exciting and challenging proposition for HBBH. The firm first made its 
mark on the architectural scene with its visionary approach to the redevelopment of Vancouver's Granville Island in 1977. 
Shells of old industrial buildings became filled with new life and purpose. The same will be true for the Post Office, if 
HBBH has their way. "For our team,” said HBBH Principal Bruce Haden, "the successful design of the new arts centre will 
respect the handsome mid-century qualities of the building while at the same time provide the necessary changes to create a 
dynamic new facility for the Dawson Creek community." 

The vision of former Mayor Calvin Kruk, the new arts centre is a legacy that is more than just his namesake. It is also a 
tribute to his commitment to the arts and the environment. The new facility will provide a much needed home for the 
performing and visual arts, bringing higher profile to each. As well, reusing the former Federal building and retrofitting it 
with state-of-the-art technology will minimize the centre's environmental footprint. 

The call for proposals drew international attention to the project. Being the firm selected for the job was a big win for 
HBBH. "The Post Office site has been on our radar for some time," said Mr. Haden. "In terms of the history of the site, the 
integration of "green" technology and the opportunity to bring vitality and life to the downtown core is very exciting. The 
project offers us a tremendous opportunity to be part of something special." 

The City received numerous proposals from other firms, but in the end it was the approach from HBBH that was most 
in keeping with the City's vision for the new centre. "/ am very excited to have an internationally recognized firm such as 
Hotson Bakker Boniface Haden working for us in designing the Calvin Kruk Centre for the Arts,"said Mayor Bernier. 
"Growing up in the Greater Vancouver area, I was aware of the world-class projects this firm has taken on, including 
Granville Island and The Roundhouse Legacy Project. The entire selection committee was impressed at the passion the 
architects showed for the potential of the old Post Office as it becomes our community centre and a downtown anchor." 

Hotson Bakker Boniface Haden Architects 
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Brooks and Dunn, country music's dynamic duo, proved that Dawson Creek is in 
fact a "Cowboy Town" by selling-out the EnCana Events Centre for a performance on 
Oct. 20. 

They were the first act to accomplish that feat since the venue opened last year, 
but they won't be the last. Alan Jackson sold out his show on Nov. 17, and ZZ Top is 
well on its way to doing the same, said EEC general manager Ryan Maclvor. 

He said while it has been about a year and a half coming to get the first sold-out 
show, it was well worth the wait. 

The concert offered a unique experience for fans, including a stage set-up that 
allowed Brooks and Dunn to get right up close to the audience on the floor, as well as 
two big screens to allow fans further back to see the action on stage. Behind the 
scenes, Maclvor said staff worked hard to accommodate such a big production, and he 
said the experience will make it easier and more cost-effective for similar acts in the 
future. 

The venue recently obtained a liquor license, meaning it can now take advantage of keg and draft beer systems to offer 
beverages to patrons in more places instead of just beer gardens. Maclvor said while the price of those beverages has gone 
up a bit, that's to cover the extra staff needed to provide that service. 

Country music fans will have their thirst quenched again with Alan Jackson, but the fall line-up offers something for 
everyone. ZZ Top will bring out the classic rockers, Matthew Good will offer something a bit more contemporary, and the 
triple-threat of Three Days Grace, The Used and Default will have the younger generation rocking out. The Holiday Festival 
on Ice and Rita Mac-Neil and the Men of The Deeps, will offer more family-friendly fare to kick-off the holiday season. A 
huge show has already been announced for next year, another triple-bill featuring Billy Talent, Alexisonfire and Against 
Me, which is sure to have those young rock fans drooling in anticipation. 

Maclvor said it's not easy to book artists because a lot of factors such as routing, money and timing have to align just 
right. However, he said with every successful concert, word of the venue spreads in the music community and more acts 
hear about Dawson Creek. 

"I know that's happened already with Alan Jackson, that the artists who have been through have talked to his camp, 
saying, 'Oh yeah, you're going to Dawson Creek? Here is what you're going to be dealing with.' It's a good thing," said 
Maclvor. 

He added it also helps that the managing company, Global Spectrum Management, has venues and connections 
throughout North America and the world. 
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Canadian icon Matthew Good will be playing the EnCana Events Centre in Dawson 
Creek on Nov. 13. Good will be touring behind his latest album which is set for release on 
Oct. 6, entitled Vancouver, a reflection of his experiences in the city he’s called home for 
most of his life. The album is his eleventh, and was appropriately recorded in The 
Warehouse Studio in Vancouver with the help of his live band and session players. 

Good has sold over 800,000 albums worldwide, has won three Juno Awards and has 
received 17 Juno nominations. He is also recognized as being an advocate for mental health 
issues across Canada, and was awarded the Mental Heath Voices 2008 Award on behalf of 
the Canadian Mental Health Association. 

His own challenges in dealing with bipolarity inspired the critically-acclaimed Hospital Music, released in 2007.  
Fellow Vancouverites Mother Mother will be opening for Good with their blend of indie pop and rock. 

Northeast News 

M AT T H E W  GO O D 




