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The Dawson Creek Community Profile & 

Investment Guide and In the News are filled with 
information and statistical data.  Although every 
effort was made in good faith to ensure the accuracy 
of information contained herein, Dawson Creek 
Catholic Social Services accepts no warranty nor 
accepts liability from any incorrect, incomplete or 
misleading information or its improper use.  For more 
information, please contact The City of Dawson Creek 
at 250-784-3600. 

 
Dawson Creek Catholic Social Services 

January 2008 

www.dawsoncreek.ca 
For more information about the City of Dawson 
Creek, its inhabitants, lifestyle and businesses, 

please contact: 
Mayor Mike Bernier 

City of Dawson Creek 
P.O. Box 150, 

Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G4 
Phone:  250-784-3616 

Fax:  250-782-3203 
Email:  admin@dawsoncreek.ca 
http://www.dawsoncreek.ca/  
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Employment 
November  2009  

In October 2009, the unemployment rate in BC is 7.6% and 7.1% in Alberta.  

Northeastern BC Unemployment Rates   
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

2003 8.9 8.2 7.1 7.2 6.7 7.2 7.2 7.7 7.9 6.8 6.0 4.3 
2004 4.4 4.2 4.6 5.0 6.3 8.3 9.0 8.0 6.3 4.7 —* —* 
2005 4.9 4.5 5.0 4.1 5.4 5.2 4.9 4.2 4.4 4.4 —* —* 
2006 —* —* —* —* —* 4.4 —* —* 4.2 5.2 4.9 —* 
2007 —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* 

* The unemployment rate for Northeastern BC has been suppressed due to high sample variance. 

2008 —* —* —* 4.3 5.0 5.9 6.2 6.3 5.8 5.0 4.5 3.6 
2009 4.6 4.6 6.5 6.5 8.4 7.7 7.9 8.3 7.9 7.2   

British Columbia’s unemployment rate jumped to 8.3% (seasonally adjusted) in October, reaching its 
highest level since September 2003. With the latest increase in the jobless rate, the incidence of unemployment in BC 
is now only marginally lower than the Canadian average (8.6%). 

The increase in BC’s jobless rate was driven by a drop in employment (-0.6%, or a loss of 12,900 jobs) combined with 
an 8,100-strong increase (+0.3%) in the number of people who were either working or looking for work. 

October’s decline in employment reversed most of the job gains in September. Job losses were concentrated in the 
goods sector, where employment fell 2.0%. Workers in manufacturing (-7.2%) were particularly hard hit. Construction (-
0.3%) employment inched back as well, but other industries in the goods sector were hiring workers. 

In the service sector, job losses were modest (-0.2%) and were concentrated in a few industries, primarily information, 
culture & recreation (-3.3%), educational services (-2.1%), public administration (-1.7%) and retail & wholesale trade (-
0.9%). The accommodation & food services industry posted a second month of solid job growth (+1.6%) after reducing its 
workforce earlier in the year. 

Employment was down in both the public (-1.3%) and private (-1.4%) sectors, but self-employment increased 
significantly (+2.8%). 

The number of full-time jobs was unchanged from September while part-time employment shrank 2.5%.   Data Source: 
Statistics Canada 

Among the regions, unemployment rates were lowest in Northeast (7.2%, three-month-moving average), 
Thompson-Okanagan (7.3%) and Mainland/Southwest (7.4%). Unemployment rates remained well into the double-
digits in Cariboo (11.5%) and North Coast/Nechako (10.0%).   Data Source: Statistics Canada 

BC Stats Infoline Issue: 09-44 November 6, 2009 

LA B O U R FO RC E 

OGC O P E N H O U S E 
The Oil & Gas Commission was accepting applications for positions at the office in Dawson Creek. 
Jobseekers had a chance to fill-out applications and ask questions about the positions available.  A few staff members 

were present to help answer questions and guide the jobseekers through the application process. 
Steve Simons, leader of corporate affairs division, said the OGC is seeing more applications coming in for permits for 

industry-related activities, and they want to make sure they have the resources in place to be ahead of the expected increase 
in activity.   

Northeast News 
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Construction 
B U I L D I N G  P E R M I T S  

For the month of October 2009, there were 12 
building permits issued.  Total value of construction was 
$3,934,500.  The permits were issued for four single 
family dwelling, one duplex, five garage/renovation, and 
two institutional.  Year-to-date figures show there were 
100 building permits issued.  Total value of construction is 
$30,769,408.  The permits were issued for 26 single family 
dwellings, six duplexes, three multi-family, 40 garage/
renovation, 16 commercial, four institutional and four 
industrial. 

City of Dawson Creek 

Employment 

By Gina Teel 
It’s tough to think of a skilled labour shortage in the midst of an economic downturn rife with unemployment, but the 

federal government is moving to address chronic staffing problems in the petroleum sector now, well ahead of an 
anticipated rebound. 

With growth in the petroleum industry anticipated to eclipse available skills and labour, the Petroleum Human 
Resources Council of Canada has received $405,797 in federal funds to support a project that gives companies the resources 
they need to recruit, retain and develop their workforce. 

The funding infusion, from the federal sector council program, is earmarked for the council’s ‘Increasing the Talent’ 
project and online tool kit, geared toward enabling the industry to develop better recruitment and retention strategies. 

Council chief executive Cheryl Knight said attracting and retaining skilled workers is an “ongoing and ever present 
challenge.” 

“It will continue to be a concern, but especially in the areas that we refer to as hard to recruit locations,” she said at the 
announcement. 

Included here is the oilsands and other areas in northern Alberta and Northern B.C. 
The funding will help employers incorporate strategies and practices into their day to day practices, like learning how 

to highlight workplace features, such as a strong volunteer base, when shopping themselves to prospective employees. 
Elizabeth Aquin, senior vice-president, Petroleum Services Association of Canada, said the program will be like having 

a virtual human resources department and of use to her membership, which represents about 18 different sectors. 
The resource is aimed at small and medium-sized businesses. 

© Copyright The Calgary Herald 

F E D E R A L  FU N D S  TA RG E T  LA B O U R  SH O RTAG E  I N  
A  D E P R E S S E D OI L PAT C H 

Photo by E. Mayoh 
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NUMBER OF WELLS DRILLED 
IN BC  

1997 583 

1998 652 

1999 627 

2000 777 

2001 882 

2002 646 

2003 1049 

2004 1213 

Oil & Gas Commission 

2005 1376 

2006 1416 

2007 899 

2008 882 

2009 571 

OIL & GAS SALES 

BC’s 2008 year-end total was $2.66 
billion as 756,752 hectares were 

auctioned off at an average of $3,518 per 
hectare. 

Total 2006 - $629.85 million 

Total 2005 - $533.99 million 

Total 2004 - $232 million 

Total 2003 - $646.68 million 

Total 2002 - $288.54 million 

Total 2001 - $439.47 million 

Total 2000 - $248.24 million 

Total 1999 - $176.17 million 

Total 1998 - $94.34 million 

Total 1997 - $211.70 million 
Nickle’s Energy Group 

Total 2007 - $1.047 billion 

Energy 
O I L  & GA S  SA L E 

November  2009  

As of December 1, 2009, there were 38 rigs drilling, 6 rigs released 
and 11 rigs prepped to spud. 

Oil & Gas Commission 

A C T I V E OI L  R I G S  

Photo by New Harvest Media 

The November 2009 BC land rights sale resulted in nearly $20 
million in bonus bids, bringing the calendar year to date total to $720.6 
million.  The 2009 sales are off from $2.6 billion the province had 
collected to the same point last year. Per hectare averages have also fallen 
to $2,110 from $3,692 in  2008. 

The Nov. 18 sale offered 44 parcels in northeast B.C. covering 21,333 
hectares, and sold 31 parcels covering 17,645 hectares. The average price 
per hectare was $1,130. The key parcels in the sale included: 

Three leases in the Montney north of Dawson Creek with bids 
between $5,308 and $8,662 per hectare for a total of more than $5.4 
million. 

November 2008 $114.95 million 
November 2007 $54.95 million 
November 2006 $6.84 million 
November 2005 $58.31 million 
November 2004 $11.80 million 
November 2003 $22.23 million 
November 2002 $32.8 million 
November 2001 $20.62 million 
November 2000 $10.22 million 
November 1999 $9.1 million 
November 1998 $3.9 million 
November 1997 $13.8 million 

Province of BC News Release 
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Energy 
November  2009  

Monterey Exploration Ltd. has drilled and cased a 100% working interest horizontal Montney test well at 4-30- 80-
20 W6M and commenced completion operations in November 2009. 

The 1 800 metre horizontal section was fracture stimulated in six separate stages using limited entry slick water multi-
stage fracture technology. Completion operations also included the application of micro-seismic technology with recording 
equipment placed in Monterey's vertical offset monitor well at 3-25-80-21 W6 for the duration of the completion. The micro
-seismic data will be used in the evaluation of the 4-30 well and to assist in the design and optimization of the corporation's 
future horizontal drilling and completion operations of the Montney formation in the Groundbirch area. 

The 4-30 well was flow tested up four and a half inch casing and had a measured natural gas rate of approximately nine 
mmcf per day with a flowing wellhead pressure of 7,000 kilopascals after 48 hours of continuous production testing. 

The well is now shut-in for pressure buildup and Monterey is currently processing and evaluating the micro seismic 
data to obtain a better technical understanding of the overall effectiveness of the fracture stimulation. 

The estimated total cost to drill and complete this well was $6.1 million in line with the original budget estimate of $6 
million. 

The second 100% horizontal location at 2-21-80-21 W6M continues to drill ahead on schedule at approximately 2 000 
metres depth and is estimated to reach total vertical depth for formation log evaluation at the end of November and total 
horizontal length sometime in the middle of December. 

Monterey said its management is very encouraged with the results to date at Groundbirch and will continue to update 
the shareholders as additional drilling and completion results are obtained and evaluated. 

JuneWarren-Nickle's Energy Group 

Spectra Energy's $100 million 95 kilometre 
South Peace Pipeline, which extends Spectra Energy's 
existing raw gas gathering system in the rapidly 
developing Montney/Doig/Cadomin plays in northeast 
British Columbia has been successfully placed into 
service. 

The pipeline, which has a capacity in excess of 
220 million cubic feet per day, provides Montney 
producers in the emerging South Peace region with 
access to our vast Fort St. John area infrastructure, 
including our McMahon gas processing plant. 

Over the past two years Spectra also completed a 
turnaround of its processing facilities at the plant, 
which is now capable of operating at its full design 
capacity of 740 mmcf per day. 

JuneWarren-Nickle's Energy Group 

S P E C T R A  E N E RG Y 

M O N T E R E Y E X P L O R AT I O N 
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Energy 
November  2009  

Balancing growth in its Northeastern British Columbia natural assets with spending on horizontal drilling opportunities 
on its oil properties will be the focus of ARC Energy Trust's $575 million capital spending budget for 2010. 

Based on 2010 budget projections, ARC will drill approximately 203 gross (187 net) wells on its operated properties. 
Approximately half will be vertical wells and half will be horizontal wells with 96 wells targeting oil and 107 wells 
targeting natural gas. ARC anticipates its share of expenditures on non-operated properties will be $53 million as its 
partners drill 91 (18 net) wells. 

Nine per cent of the budget will be directed towards exploration opportunities and seven per cent to a continuation and 
expansion of the inventory of enhanced oil recovery projects from Weyburn, Saskatchewan to Redwater, Alberta. 

ARC expects to allocate more than 50% of its capital budget to the northeast BC - northwest Alberta region. 
At Dawson, in northeast British Columbia, it plans to spend $217 million to commission its first 60 mmcf per day gas 

plant early in the second quarter of 2010, for design and preliminary construction for a second 60 mmcf per day plant and 
the drilling of 32 horizontal and three vertical wells. This activity is designed to increase operated production to a stabilized 
rate of 105 mmcf per day upon completion of the gas plant from 55 mmcf per day in 2009. When the new plant is 
operational, it will displace approximately 10 mmcf per day of production currently processed at a third-party operated plant 
due to facility constraints. 

ARC also plans to focus on exploration, delineation and technological development within the West Montney assets. It 
will budget $47 million for further delineation drilling on the ARC operated lands along with continued development of a 
partner operated Montney project at Sunrise that will contribute a stable 10 mmcf per day net to ARC in 2010. The trust 
expects to have 60 mmcf per day of production on the operated lands at Sunrise in early 2012. 

An additional $20 million has been allocated towards Montney development and exploration on the Alberta side of the 
border at Pouce Coupe, Progress and Valhalla. 

The non-operated budget capital will be dominated by activity in Weyburn, Midale and Instow, Saskatchewan as well 
as the Montney program in the Sunrise area of northeast British Columbia. 

Throughout the first nine months of 2009, the trust's total corporate royalty rate was 16% compared to 18% per in 2008 
as a result of the changes to government royalty programs whereby lower commodity prices throughout 2009 resulted in a 
lower corporate royalty rate. ARC expects to benefit from the royalty incentive programs in 2010 and 2011 as it executes a 
capital program that includes significant development plans in British Columbia. The trust is forecasting a corporate royalty 
rate in the 15% to 21% cent range in 2010, depending upon commodity prices and the level of incentives realized. 

ARC is forecasting $260 million of total operating costs for 2010. The low operating cost of the Montney production 
additions will contribute to a two per cent decrease in per unit operating costs to approximately $10.30 per BOE from the 
2009 estimated value of $10.50 per BOE. 

JuneWarren-Nickle's Energy Group 

Talisman’s focus in the Montney shale in 2009 has been in the Greater Groundbirch, Greater Farrell and Greater 
Cyprus areas in BC. The Company expects to complete 20 pilot wells this year (11 horizontal). 

Talisman intends to move segments of the play to commercial development at the beginning of 2010. 
With the pilot phase just being completed, and the competitive dynamics of the area, Talisman is not providing 

guidance on D&C costs, IPs or EURs at this time. However, the Company expects a full cycle breakeven of approximately 
C$4/mcf. 

The Company started the year with 178,000 acres in the Montney shale, 85,000 of which were internally high-graded as 
Tier 1 acreage. Talisman has been an active participant in Montney land sales this year, adding over 80,000 Tier 1 acres (at 
an average cost C$3,500/acre) year-to-date, doubling its Tier 1 acreage to 166,000 acres. Talisman believes it has 
approximately 3,000 net well locations on this acreage. 

In total, Talisman currently holds 270,000 net acres in the Montney shale. 
www.talisman-energy.co 

TA L I S M A N 

ARC E N E RG Y TRU S T  

http://www.talisman-energy.co
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Energy 
November  2009  

Storm Exploration Inc. has set a preliminary capital budget of between $80 million and $85 million next year, 
which will include drilling 21 gross wells (17 net). 

This will consist of nine Montney horizontal wells (8.4 net) at Parkland, two Jean Marie horizontal wells (two net) in 
the Junior area and two Horn River Basin shale horizontals (0.8 net). This also includes the expenditure of $15 million to 
$20 million at Horn River to advance development. No major infrastructure expenditures are being considered at the 
moment. 

Exit production in the final quarter of 2010 should hit roughly 9,500 to 10,000 bbls of oil equivalent per day and the 
corporate royalty rate is expected to average 20% which does not include the impact of British Columbia's royalty 
incentives. 

Storm drilled four gross wells (all 100% working interest) with 100% success resulting in four gas wells including one 
horizontal Montney development well at Parkland. 

Storm's guidance for 2009 remains largely unchanged from its last update with capital spending estimated at $68 
million including $16 million to be invested in expanding infrastructure at Parkland and $9 million for the acquisition of a 
gross overriding royalty at Parkland which was completed in the first quarter. This does not include the impact of the 
recently announced disposition of non-core properties in the Grande Prairie area. 

The Parkland/Fort St. John area is the largest of Storm's core areas with net production averaging 6,130 BOE per day in 
the third quarter. During the quarter, approximately 240 BOE per day were shut in or curtailed due to low natural gas prices. 
Current production is approximately 6,000 BOE per day with no production shut in or curtailed. 

Roughly $16 million has been budgeted in 2009 to expand Storm's infrastructure at Parkland. In the first quarter, $4 
million was invested in completing a second facility which is currently capable of processing 12 mmcf per day and has been 
designed to be readily expandable to 50 mmcf per day of capacity. 

Construction has started on an expansion of this facility to 25 mmcf per day of capacity and on the addition of a 
refridge plant. Total cost for this expansion is estimated to be $12 million with $4.2 million having been invested by the end 
of the third quarter. Management expects the expansion to be operational by early December and should result in liquids 
recoveries increasing from 16 to 45 bbls per mmcf of sales gas on volumes processed through this facility. 

Approximately one-third of Storm's current production at Parkland will continue to be processed at the McMahon gas 
plant where liquids recoveries will be unchanged from current levels. Natural gas liquids production at the Parkland 
property is expected to increase by 400 to 600 bbls per day and an estimated two to three million bbls of natural gas liquids 
should be added to the company's proven plus probable reserves (based on the discovered petroleum initially in-place and 
recoverable raw gas recognized in the 2008 year-end reserve evaluation). 

Geological mapping completed by Storm suggests that its Montney discovery at Parkland could be as large as 15 to 17 
net sections. 

Production from the Montney currently totals 28 mmcf per day of gross raw gas from 15 horizontal Montney gas wells 
and 11 Montney vertical wells. The first year rate from Storm's horizontal wells is averaging approximately 2.4 mmcf per 
day of raw gas which represents a sales volume of 425 BOE per day per well. 

The majority of the horizontal wells drilled in the Montney discovery at Parkland will qualify for a recently expanded 
deep well credit program in B.C. which provides for a benefit of roughly $900,000 per horizontal well. 

JuneWarren-Nickle's Energy Group 

S T O R M  E X P L O R AT I O N 
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Energy 
November  2009  

The Petroleum Services Association of Canada (PSAC) does not expect to see any increase in drilling in 
2010 with a decline in Alberta offsetting with gains in British Columbia, Saskatchewan and Manitoba. 

The association released its forecast estimating 8,000 wells will be drilled (rig released) across Canada for 2010. This 
is in line with the expected final tally for 2009, also of 8,000 wells drilled, which is 1,500 fewer wells than predicted in 
July 2009. 

“Drilling activity levels are plateauing as we ride out this recession,” said Roger Soucy, president of PSAC, in a news 
release. “Last year at this time, we were expecting to see more than 16,000 wells drilled in 2009. But activity slowed 
substantially throughout the year as the recession dug in. We are now at a much lower activity level that we think will be 
sustained in 2010.” 

On a provincial basis for 2010, PSAC estimates 5,095 wells drilled in Alberta and 630 in British Columbia, 
representing a decrease of five per cent in Alberta and an increase of seven per cent in B.C. over expected 2009 drilling 
levels. 

Saskatchewan’s drilling rate in 2010 will see a 10% increase to 1,935 wells. Drilling in Manitoba will see a 22% 
increase to 300 wells. 

PSAC is basing its 2010 forecast on average natural gas prices of $5 per mcf (AECO) and crude oil prices of $72 
(U.S.) per bbl (West Texas Intermediate). 

JuneWarren-Nickle's Energy Group 

Murphy Oil Corporation's Tupper property in 
Northeastern British Columbia was a major contributor to 
higher natural gas production in the first nine months of 
2009, when gas sales jumped to 147 mmcf per day from 57 
mmcf per day in 2008. 

The greater-than-150% increase was primarily due to 
volumes produced at Tupper, a tight natural gas sands play, 
and Kikeh, Murphy's offshore field in Malaysia, both of 
which commenced gas production in December 2008. 

Tupper volumes have been averaging 80 mmcf per day, 
reaching the company's gas plant capacity.  Plans to 
reconfigure the plant to 90 mmcf per day are being finalized. 

During the third quarter of 2009 Murphy sanctioned 
Tupper West, the next phase in development of its overall 
acreage. Production there should commence in the second 
quarter of 2011, using a 180 mmcf per day new-build gas 
plant. 

"Well testing has been very positive in Tupper West. It 
should be long-life contributed to production and a real 
winner for us," said David Wood, president and chief 
executive officer. 

Exploration expenses were $184 million in 2009 
compared to $210.3 million in 2008 as the current-year 
period primarily included lower expenses for seismic 
acquisitions in the Gulf of Mexico and leasehold 
amortization at Tupper properties in Western Canada. 

JuneWarren-Nickle's Energy Group 

M U R P H Y  OI L   

D R I L L I N G  FO R E C A S T  2010  

Photo by E. Mayoh 
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Energy 
At present EnCana's biggest resource play in BC is Cutbank Ridge, where production averaged 322 mmcf a day in 

the third quarterof 2009. Roughly 180 mmcf a day of EnCana's current Cutbank output is from the Montney formation. 
Drilling in the area next year is expected to roughly match this year's 52 wells, and spending will probably be in the 

$400-500 million range. 
The Montney costs have fallen by 70-80% in the last four to five years and much of the reduction was due to the use of 

fit-for-purpose rigs and improvements in fracturing technology. 
EnCana continues to drill longer Montney wells with bigger fracs with some recent horizontals measuring more 2 500 

metres. Some of EnCana's Montney wells are coming onstream at more than 10 mmcf a day with expected ultimate 
recoveries of up to five bcf, or even 10 bcf, per well. 

In the Alberta Deep Basin at Bighorn, where costs have fallen to about $4.5 million from $5.5 million per well Encana 
expects 2010 spending to be in the $300-350 million range. EnCana will probably drill about 50 to 60 wells in 2010, 
matching or slightly exceeding its expected 2009 well count. 

JuneWarren-Nickle's Energy Group 

E N C A N A 

Honesty is the best policy, especially when it comes to oil and gas activity, says Shell northeastern BC operations 
manager, who gave a frank discussion on his company's future plans in the South Peace at a Dawson Creek City Council 
meeting. 

Dahlin spend half-an-hour giving city council an update on the work Shell is doing just west of the city in the 
Groundbirch area, called the Montney Play. Shell was last active in the Peace Region in the '80s and returned when it took 
possession of Duvernay Gas Corp. in 2008.  Currently it has 150 producing wells, which it plans on doubling in the next 
two years.  

During the presentation, Dahlin referenced a map showing Shell's current activity throughout the 200 sections of land it 
currently owns leases on. 

Dahlin listed the major issues people have when companies start extracting natural gas from the landscape and how his 
company is doing its best to mitigate those issues. 

"The biggest complaint we get from our neighbours, from our community, is the traffic on the road," Dahlin said, 
adding a rig move involves about 100 trucks over three days. "There is noise and dust and the intensity of it." 

One of the biggest innovations for gas companies in the past decade is drilling multiple wells on a single well pad. 
Dahlin said there are a number of benefits to this practice, one of which is reducing the need to move equipment to a 
number of different well sites in a single area. 

Current technology allows for the drilling of about five wells from one 100-metre by 200-metre pad, but Shell expects 
that will increase to 20 wells per pad by 2011. The result will be lower footprint, less expensive, gas extraction. 

"There are very clear environmental benefits, but there's clear economic benefits for us too," he said. 
Shell is also working with the Ministry of Transportation to upgrade roads and engage the community to establish 

"preferred routing" for large vehicles. 
Another impact area Shell has identified as an issue and is trying to improve on is water use. Water is needed to release 

natural gas and the current source of that water is recycled water, surface water, wells and rivers, including the Kiskatinaw. 
"The Kiskatinaw is not the long-term solution," Dahlin said. "Personally, I think for the long-term solution, we need to 

get it out of the Peace River, or a really deep formation that there's no other use for." 
Flaring has been a subject of contention between oil and gas companies and area residents for decades. The Ministry of 

Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources recently announced the phasing out of flaring by 2016 but Dahlin said while they 
can get rid of flaring at well-sites, flaring at the production facility cannot stop. 

"We must have a small flare running 24-hours a day because if the facility goes down, through any mechanical hiccup, 
you don't want that H2S (sour gas) hanging around," he said. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

SH E L L  C A N A DA 
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City News 
November  2009  

A much-anticipated project in Dawson Creek just got a 
bit closer to reality this week. 

Shell Canada recently donated $150,000 to the Calvin 
Kruk Centre for the Arts. 

The new centre will transform the City's historic post 
office into a community and cultural facility. The building 
will include a multi-purpose theatre, meeting rooms, dance 
and textile studios, as well as administrative offices. 

The Centre will be named in honour of the late mayor of 
Dawson Creek, Calvin Kruk, who passed away on October 
19, 2008 from lung cancer. 

Earlier this year, the Federal and Provincial 
governments announced a $6.4 million grant towards the 
facility. 

MHPM Project Managers will manage the project and 
Hotson Bakker Boniface Haden Architects will provide 
architectural services. 

In a news release, current Dawson Creek Mayor Mike 
Bernier says "The donation from Shell exemplifies the 
company's commitment to our community. We are very 
grateful for its continued support and participation in the 
region." 

www.energeticcity.ca 

G R A N T S- I N-LI E U O F  
TA X E S  

SH E L L  C A N A DA  
DO N AT E S  

The Province, through the Ministry of Citizens' 
Services, is providing $15.9 million to 63 B.C. 
municipalities as grants-in-lieu of property taxes for 
2009. 

In the past, it was the practice that one level of 
government did not tax the property of another level of 
government. However, beginning in the 1960s, the 
Province began to recognize its responsibility to 
compensate municipalities for local services that 
benefited these properties. such as roads, sewers and fire 
protection. 

Grants-in-lieu of property taxes are distributed as a 
way to compensate municipalities for services that 
benefited government properties. The grants are based 
on the assessed value of provincially-owned office 
buildings and other properties in each municipality. 
Funds are distributed electronically, saving time, money 
and paper. 

Each municipality sends a portion of its grant-in-
lieu to its regional district, and those local governments 
use the money to help pay for local services. 

Dawson Creek will receive $108,419.00. 
Government of BC News Release 

Residents of the South Peace Fringe Area are being asked to participate in a community resident survey that will help 
shape the Official Community Plan for that area. 

The "fringe area" encompasses an area outside of the Dawson Creek municipal boundaries that extends east along the 
Highway 97 South corridor to Arras and south along the Highway 2 corridor to the Alberta border. The OCP Community 
Advisory Committee (CAC), along with the Peace River Regional District and hired consultants from Focus Corporation, 
crafted the questionnaire as a way for residents to give their opinions on what priorities should be focused on in drafting the 
OCP. 

The survey will be mailed to between 450 and 500 randomly-selected residents in the area and more copies will be 
made available at the PRRD office in Dawson Creek for anyone else who is interested.  CAC member Judy Madden said a 
survey will be available for anybody who wants to fill one out, and they hope to get as much feedback as possible. 

Madden said the surveys will he collected by Focus Corporation and compiled into a template that will list the priorities 
identified and include the comments submitted as well. She said those priorities will help the committee use its time 
efficiently to try and address the most pressing issues and include those when creating the new OCP. She said the results of 
the survey will be shared with the public and there will be many other opportunities for residents to give their input 
throughout the process. 

Northeast News 
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D R A F T  OCP 
Residents of Dawson Creek had another opportunity to give their feedback on the direction of land use and 

development as a second round of public consultations on the Official Community Plan update began last week. 
However, instead of holding one open house at a specific date and location as was done earlier in the year, city 

administration decided to put up displays in eight high-traffic locations throughout the city and invited people to write their 
comments at their own leisure.  Emanuel Machado, director of corporate planning, said administration recognized the old 
way of communicating wasn’t working. 

“You’re having eight open houses, essentially,” explained Machado.  “We’re trying to find ways to communicate with 
people where they’re at.” 

The OCP also addresses affordable housing, which is an issue residents are most concerned about according to previous 
consultations.  

The OCP includes policies around protecting sensitive areas, preserving and enhancing parklands and maintaining a 
tree-planting program. The city will continue to pursue its greenhouse gas reduction targets by looking to reduce the 
financial barriers to energy retrofits, encouraging development of alternative, clean energy technologies, and increasing 
public awareness of incentives and opportunities to "green" their homes and businesses. 

The draft OCP encompasses policies and objectives around land use, housing, transportation, the environment and 
economic development, guided by common sustainability principles. In terms of land use, there are a number of policies 
around encouraging new development and redevelopment of the downtown core, which has been defined in the OCP as the 
intended in-fill/redevelopment area. 

Machado said although there are abundant development reserve lands on the edge of the city, focusing development 
inwards increases density and is cheaper for taxpayers and for developers. Administration has begun a process to create a 
development cost charges (DCCs) bylaw as a way to recover the cost of building new infrastructure in the peripheral areas. 
Machado said Dawson Creek is one of the few municipalities not to have DCCs. He said it will hopefully encourage 
developers to look at the downtown core where the infrastructure already exists and the DCCs would be much less. 

The OCP also includes a proposal to extend the existing walking paths over time to allow access to the entire city. 
Machado said the city remains committed to maintaining public transit in the city, although a report released earlier this 

year shows the city spends just under half a million to keep the service running after offsetting revenues and BC Transit's 
cost sharing. He said ridership has been rising since the service began, and they continue to look for ways to get those 
numbers up by increasing the number of stops and having buses that are wheelchair accessible and have bike racks. 

The entire OCP draft document can be viewed online at www.planningforpeople.ca. 
Northeast News 
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Dawson Creek is being credited for giving an innovative Malawian school the ability to save underprivileged girls from 
a life of abject poverty. 

"This community has a huge investment in this school," said Christie Johnson, one of the co-founders of Malawi's 
Atsikana Pa Ulendo (Girls on the Move) School. "This is the smallest community too, we're in Edmonton, we’re in 
Victoria, gone to Kamloops, Calgary. There is something different about the way people are working together and feeding 
this project in Dawson Creek." 

Almost 10 years ago, Johnson, a B.C. trained educator, travelled to the impoverished country and faced a near 
impossible task of educating young women. She discovered girls in the small African nation were encouraged to drop out 
and begin a family, even before reaching the seventh grade. In the male dominated society, where one-in-three teenaged 
girls are HIV positive, this usually amounts to a death sentence. 

With the help of Malawian teacher, Memory Chazeza, Johnson began fundraising through the Rotary Clubs in Western 
Canada to build an all-girls' school in the hopes to stem the cycle of despair. Help poured in from various sources, including 
Dawson Creek's Rotary Clubs and the student-run Interact Club, which hosts an annual dinner to help fund the school. 

Last year, Johnson and Chazeza paid a visit to Dawson Creek, and the Interact Club filled the George Dawson Inn so 
they could tell their story to the local Rotarians. Thursday evening they returned to the Notre Dame School auditorium as 
guest speakers for a dinner and auction fundraiser and to share their year of accomplishments and thank those who assisted 
with their vision. 

Johnson and Chazeza began their talk on a serious note by speaking to Malawi's low literacy levels, poverty and 
violence and told a few stories about the young girls who were not so lucky as to attend the girls school. 

"I'm telling you the most horrible stories at the beginning because things change," Johnson said, giving specific 
reference to local efforts that have brought on change. "This Interact Club is the reason a third classroom block is being 
built. Without them, there would not be enough space to bring in another 80 girls." 

The changes do not end with the new classroom block as the APU School has seen a number of upgrades since the 
women were last in Dawson Creek. 

"Last year at this time there were 80 girls, four teachers, one staff house, one classroom block and one hostel," said 
Johnson, adding they've more than doubled the school's size. "So in that time, we have built a hostel, a classroom block, two 
staff houses, electricity has all been paid for and is ready to hook up and we have finally funded the water program to give 
us clear running water." 

All of these upgrades were needed to sustain the growing number of students at the school. Each year 80 more students 
enter the school and move through the four-year system. 

"There will be 240 in January and then the next year 320 if we stay on schedule, and that will be the capacity of the 
school," said Johnson. "They will move through, they'll graduate, and there is a phase five, depending on the funding and 
we want to put in vocational training facilities like tailoring and bricklaying." 

Johnson said thousands of girls show up every year with the hopes of gaining entrance to the school. To be a graduate 
is one thing, but a better life starts the minute their semester begins.  

Dawson Creek Daily News 

M A L AW I  GI R L S  SC H O O L  FU N D R A I S E R  

F O O D F O R  F I N E S  
In the spirit of the season, the Dawson Creek Public Library is giving even the worst book privilege abusers the ability 

to make amends. 
Running until the end of December, the third annual “Food for Fines” program allows anyone with late fines to have 

them forgiven for the price of a non-perishable food item, toy or money donation, which will be donated to the Salvation 
Army. 

Head librarian Jenny Snyder said the first two “Food for Fines” programs were extremely popular.  Last year the library 
raised about $300, the toy box had to be emptied three times and the food box had to be emptied four times. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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C O M M U N I T Y  C H I P S  IN  F O R  C A N C E R  UN I T  
When the members of the Dawson Creek and District Hospital Foundation gave tours of the former children's ward, 

they asked everyone to picture the potential rather than the gutted medical unit of yesteryear. 
They assured the media and community partners that the torn-up floors and exposed pipes were a sign that the new 

cancer unit was under construction, even ahead of it's January opening date. 
The renovations began weeks ago, but planning, fundraising, design, and approval for one of the province's more 

northern cancer units was a two-year labour of love for the foundation. 
A group of special guests, in the form of the local business owners who funded the project, were present to receive the 

tour as well as some praise from the foundation who said the renovations couldn’t have happened without their assistance. 
The South Peace Oilmen’s Association is continuously donating to various projects in Dawson Creek and were 

excited their $22,000 would be going toward the convenience provided by a northern cancer unit. 
The Lakeview Credit Union donated $82,000 to the unit for the benefit it brings to their members. 
Community Relations for EnCana, Brian Lieverse, said he couldn’t put a specific dollar amount on how much his 

company put specifically into the cancer unit but knows it has donated hundreds of thousands of dollars since setting up 
shop in the area. 

A certain percentage of gaming revenues are legislated back to the community, but the director of operations for 
Chances Dawson Creek said they go beyond what they are required to give.  “We’ve been doing events completely 
different from the government funding,” said Candace Whetter, adding they have donated close to $20,000 to the hospital 
foundation over the past two years. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

Neither snow nor the prospect of getting up for work in the morning could keep the masses from the EnCana Events 
Centre for two nights in a row. 

November’s Alan Jackson and ZZ Top concerts yielded some of the highest 'attendance rates since the facility opened 
with a total of more than 9,000 patrons (Jackson: 4,900-plus; ZZ Top: 4,100).  This is about three quarters of Dawson 
Creek's entire population and gave Events Centre staff its biggest challenge to date. 

"I have to say I'm pretty proud of all the Events staff and everyone who's been involved in putting these two events on;' 
General Manager Ryan Maclvor said, adding he and staff were now winding down and preparing for the next few events. 
"Considering the number of people, the weather conditions, the size of the production, just the servicing of the food and 
beverage and making sure everything runs like clockwork, I just have to give kudos to all the staff, the assistance from city 
hall and all the fans who bought tickets." 

"I know that both management camps, Alan's management and ZZ's management were extremely happy with the 
turnout," he said. "It's pretty interesting getting comments from the road crews and etcetera, an outside perspective, when 
they say 'wow, Dawson Creek is doing back-to-back shows.' There are many venues across North America that don't do 
back to back nights," Maclvor said. 

Maclvor said music management have a tendency to talk to each other, and it will bode well as the EnCana Events 
Centre's management company Global Spectrum works to attract future acts. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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2010  G R E Y P OW E R P L AY E R S ’  C H A M P I O N S H I P  
Dawson Creek curling fans are in for a treat like they've never experienced before when the city hosts the 2010 Grey 

Power Players' Championship this spring, says one of the top skips in the game today. 
"It is a great event. The Grey Power Players' Championship is one of the best for fans to watch. Every curler you know 

and watch on TV will be here and I think that will be great for the fans," said Kevin Koe, during a press conference at the 
EnCana Events Centre, 

The potential competitors taking part in the April 13-18 event at the EnCana Events Centre will include past world 
champion, former Olympic champions, the 2010 Olympic medalists and top curlers out of Europe and Asia. 

All that talent under one roof means the competition will be stiff. And, it's a rare chance to see the best of the best going 
head to head day after day. 

The Capital One Cup is a points-based competition that awards each team a point value based on its performance 
during each Capital One Grand Slam of Curling event. 

The 2009-10 men's Capital One Grand Slam of Curling series kicked off with the Grey Power World Cup of Curling in 
Mississauga, Ont. Oct. 21-25. The series' second leg, The National, will take place in Guelph, Ont. Jan. 6-10, 2010. 
Winnipeg will host the men's third event Jan. 20-24. 

And Dawson Creek is the final stop where the top men and women's teams in the Capital One Cup standings will each 
receive $50,000. The second- and third-place men's and women's squads will each receive $25,000 and $10,000 
respectively. 

And being the final event with that extra cash makes it one dandy of a tournament. 
As well, the CBC will broadcast 12-plus hours of national coverage on the Friday, Saturday and Sunday. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

The Kenn Borek Aquatic Centre in Dawson Creek set a milestone recently with its 250,000 visit. 
The lucky patron, 19 year-old Jake Hallgate, passed through the doors on Nov. 9 at 5:45 p.m. and won himself a gift 

basket full of goodies, including an 11-visit punch card to the pool, a swim cap, goggles, a towel, tote bag, and more. 
"I come here once in a while just to sit in the steam room and just chill out," explained Hall-gate. "I came in with two of 

my good buddies, and I let them pay in front of me because they had cash and I had debit, so I actually went third and was 
the 250,000 person." Hallgate is from Chetwynd, and he said he's been using the pool pretty frequently over the past 15 
months since he took up residence at the Northern Lights College campus as he is completing the aircraft maintenance 
program. 

Mayor Mike Bernier was on hand to present the gift basket, and he commented on how well the pool has been utilized 
since it was built in 2007 and how good it is to see people from other communities coming to use the facility. 

"A quarter of a million people in two years, that's an amazing accomplishment, and it goes to show this facility is being 
utilized to the extent that we hoped it would be," said Bernier. "When we hear the statistics, they're not Dawson Creek 
people, they're coming form Hythe, Beaver-lodge, Grande Prairie, Chetwynd, they're from all over." 

Head lifeguard Michelle Wilcox provided some statistics on the pool use, citing that in March of 2007, when the old 
Centennial Pool downtown was open, it saw nearly 5,300 people come through the doors. At the same time the next year, 
the new KBAC saw just under 12,000 people, and by March, 2009, that was up to over 13,300 people. She said in the first 
few months the pool was open, there were 5,350 people in registered programs such as swimming lessons or fitness classes, 
but to date this year there were over 21,700 people registered. 

Wilcox said that includes people in the summer swim club, which competes provincially from May to mid-August. 
Northeast News 
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