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The Dawson Creek Community Profile & 

Investment Guide and In the News are filled with 
information and statistical data.  Although every 
effort was made in good faith to ensure the accuracy 
of information contained herein, Dawson Creek 
Catholic Social Services accepts no warranty nor 
accepts liability from any incorrect, incomplete or 
misleading information or its improper use.  For more 
information, please contact The City of Dawson Creek 
at 250-784-3600. 

 
Dawson Creek Catholic Social Services 

January 2008 

www.dawsoncreek.ca 
For more information about the City of Dawson 
Creek, its inhabitants, lifestyle and businesses, 

please contact: 
Mayor Mike Bernier 

City of Dawson Creek 
P.O. Box 150, 

Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G4 
Phone:  250-784-3616 

Fax:  250-782-3203 
Email:  admin@dawsoncreek.ca 
http://www.dawsoncreek.ca/  

Photo by E. Mayoh 
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Employment 
December  2009  

In November 2009, the unemployment rate in BC is 7.4% and 6.9% in Alberta.  

Northeastern BC Unemployment Rates   
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

2003 8.9 8.2 7.1 7.2 6.7 7.2 7.2 7.7 7.9 6.8 6.0 4.3 
2004 4.4 4.2 4.6 5.0 6.3 8.3 9.0 8.0 6.3 4.7 —* —* 
2005 4.9 4.5 5.0 4.1 5.4 5.2 4.9 4.2 4.4 4.4 —* —* 
2006 —* —* —* —* —* 4.4 —* —* 4.2 5.2 4.9 —* 
2007 —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* 

* The unemployment rate for Northeastern BC has been suppressed due to high sample variance. 

2008 —* —* —* 4.3 5.0 5.9 6.2 6.3 5.8 5.0 4.5 3.6 
2009 4.6 4.6 6.5 6.5 8.4 7.7 7.9 8.3 7.9 7.2 5.5  

It was announced on Dec. 15 that Northern Development Initiative Trust would support Greensmart Manufacturing 
Ltd. in hiring 53 new workers by rebating up to $10,000 per worker through its Capital Investment and Training Rebate 
Program. NDIT chair Evan Saugstad joined his fellow board members, local politicians from all levels of government, as 
well as the owners and current staff at the manufacturing facility, located on Highway 2 between Dawson Creek and Pouce 
Coupe. 

"I think going forward, this is exactly what NDIT was designed for, to increase the economics of northern British 
Columbia through loans, grants, or whatever, so this is exactly the fit here," said Saugstad. "They're expanding, growing 
their workforce, and providing more opportunities." 

He said the program is open to any business that applies and meets the criteria, and there is due diligence to make sure 
people are being hired and trained before any money is given out. He said the jobs created at Greensmart will be new jobs 
and will help ease some of the job loss in other sectors of the local economy. 

"What this does is helps smooth out the ebb and flow of strictly a resource based economy," he said. "We've seen it 
busy here while there's been a slowdown in the economy." 

Northeast News 

G R E E N S M A R T  RE C E I V E S  NDI FU N D I N G 

The province’s unemployment rate was 8.3% (seasonally adjusted) in November, unchanged from 
the previous month. The static jobless rate came about as marginal gains in employment (+0.4%, an addition of 9,900 
jobs) were offset by a slight increase in the number of people either working or looking for work (+0.5%). 

November’s job gains were distributed relatively evenly among men (aged 25+), women (aged 25+), and youth (aged 
15-24).  Data Source: Statistics Canada 

Among the province’s regions, jobless rates ranged from 5.8% (3-month moving average, 
unadjusted) in Northeast to 12.0% in Cariboo. Compared to the same month of 2008, the job market improved in 
Thompson/Okanagan (3.8%), but all other regions continued to see job losses. Data Source: Statistics Canada 

BC Stats Infoline Issue: 09-48 December 4, 2009 

LA B O U R FO RC E 



- 4 - December  2009  

B U I L D I N G  P E R M I T S  
For the month of November 2009, there were 10 

building permits issued.  Total value of construction was 
$1,537,835.  The permits were issued for three single 
family dwellings, one duplex, four garage/renovation, and 
two commercial.  Year-to-date figures show there were 
110 building permits issued.  Total value of construction is 
$32,307,243.  The permits were issued for 29 single family 
dwellings, seven duplexes, three multi-family, 44 garage/
renovation, 18 commercial, four institutional and four 
industrial. 

City of Dawson Creek 

Construction 

Photo by Peace PhotoGraphics 

Hwy 97 (Alaska Hwy) CN Rail crossing N of 
Dawson Creek to the Kiskatinaw Bridge 

Resurfacing, through hot-in-place recycling, 28.9 
kilometers of Highway 97 from the CN Rail crossing 
North of Dawson Creek to the Kiskatinaw Bridge 

$1,000,000 estimated construction cost. 
OUT TO TENDER 

Journal of Commerce 

Dawson Creek 
The City of Dawson Creek (the "Owner") invites Bids for the following: Supply and installation of 50HP vertical 

turbine pump and associated piping; Supply and installation of pre-ordered 75HP vertical turbine pump and associated 
piping (pipe work required within operating potable water clear well); Supply and  installation of 350kW diesel generator c/
w enclosure; Construction of 20 square meter building; Removal of existing 150kW diesel generator from water treatment 
plant; Concrete modifications and installations. 

$1,000,000 estimated construction cost. 
OUT TO TENDER 

Journal of Commerce 

T R A N S F E R  P U M P S TAT I O N  & W AT E R  T R E AT M E N T 
BO O S T E R  PU M P 

R OA DWO R K  
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NUMBER OF WELLS DRILLED 
IN BC  

1997 583 

1998 652 

1999 627 

2000 777 

2001 882 

2002 646 

2003 1049 

2004 1213 

Oil & Gas Commission 

2005 1376 

2006 1416 

2007 899 

2008 882 

2009 592 

OIL & GAS SALES 

BC’s 2008 year-end total was $2.66 
billion as 756,752 hectares were 

auctioned off at an average of $3,518 per 
hectare. 

Total 2006 - $629.85 million 

Total 2005 - $533.99 million 

Total 2004 - $232 million 

Total 2003 - $646.68 million 

Total 2002 - $288.54 million 

Total 2001 - $439.47 million 

Total 2000 - $248.24 million 

Total 1999 - $176.17 million 

Total 1998 - $94.34 million 

Total 1997 - $211.70 million 
Nickle’s Energy Group 

Total 2007 - $1.047 billion 

Energy 
O I L  & GA S  SA L E 

December  2009  

As of December 29, 2009, there were 44 rigs drilling, 11 rigs 
released and 21 rigs prepped to spud. 

Oil & Gas Commission 

A C T I V E OI L  R I G S  

The December 2009 sale of oil and gas rights resulted in a total of 
$172.3 million in bonus bids at an average price per hectare of $3,569. 

This brought the year-end total to $892.9 million on 389 664 hectares, 
for an average of $2,291 per hectare. 

The sale also closed a strong decade of auction revenue that climbed 
dramatically. From 1990-1999, BC averaged $132.9 million in bonus bids 
while that average rose in the 10-year period from 2000-2009 to $762.2 
million 

The key parcels in the December sale included: 
• Six drilling licenses in the Western Horn River Basin, 

approximately 70 km northwest of Fort Nelson. Bids of between 
$1,176 and $7,109 per hectare totaled over $121 million. 

• 61 leases in the Blair Creek area, approximately 90 km north of 
Hudson’s Hope, that totaled over $49 million, with a per hectare 
bids ranging between $1,022 and $4,670. 

 
Total 2008: $2.66 billion for 756752 hectares at an average price of 

$3,518 per hectare 
Total 2007: $401.00 million for 137579 hectares at an average price of 

$2,915 per hectare 
Total 2006: $629.85 million for 690,875 hectares at an average price of 

$912 per hectare 
Total 2005: $533.99 million for 579,402 hectares at an average price of 

$961.62 per hectare 
Total 2004: $232.38 million for 540,427 hectares at an average price of 

$429.99 per hectare 
Total 2003: $646.68 million for 733,487 hectares at an average price of 

$881.65 per hectare 
Total 2002: $288.54 million 
Total 2001: $439.47 million 
Total 2000: $248.24 million 
Total 1999: $176.17 million 
Total 1998: $94.34 million 
Total 1997: $211.70 million 

Province of BC News Release 
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Energy 
December  2009  

A major wind farm proposed for the Tumbler Ridge area got the government's green light. 
Thunder Mountain Wind Limited Partnership received an environmental assessment (EA) certificate for its Thunder 

Mountain Wind Project. 
Environment Minister Barry Penner and Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources Minister Blair Lekstrom (MLA for 

Peace River South) made the decision to grant the EA certificate after considering the environmental assessment led by 
B.C.'s Environmental Assessment Office. 

According to the provincial government, the proposed project will produce up to 320 megawatts of electricity and 
could produce enough electricity annually for approximately 100,000 homes. 

The project is located approximately 45 kms southeast of Tumbler Ridge and consists of approximately 160 wind 
turbine generators, five substations, a 65-kilometre transmission line, access and maintenance roads, and associated 
infrastructure. 

The project, said provincial officials, is consistent with the BC Energy Plan and government's commitment to reduce 
BC Hydro's reliance on imported electricity while reducing greenhouse gas emissions. 

The Environmental Assessment Office's report concluded the project is not likely to have significant adverse effects, 
based on the mitigation measures and commitments made by the Thunder Mountain company. The provincial EA certificate 
contains 51 conditions Thunder Mountain must implement throughout various stages of the project. 
KEY COMMITMENTS INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING: 

• A bird and bat monitoring program to mitigate adverse impacts associated with turbine strikes and habitat 
disruption; 

• Pre-construction surveys by wildlife professionals to protect terrestrial wildlife such as woodland caribou; 
• Ongoing consultation with First Nations to avoid or mitigate impact on traditional-use sites; 
• Work with the Integrated Land Management Bureau to minimize the extent of transmission line overlap with the 

approved Old Growth Management Area. 
The federal government has not yet determined if the project triggers the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act. 
B.C. Treaty 8 First Nations were consulted on the assessment, said officials, and the province is satisfied the Crown's 

duties to consult and accommodate First Nations interests have been properly handled. 
The capital investment in the project is expected to be approximately $1 billion. Thunder Mountain calculated that over 

a 40-year lifespan, the provincial and local government revenue alone will be about $800 million. The six-year construction 
phase is expected to generate an average of 120 jobs per year of direct, full-time employment. 

Chetwynd Echo 

T H U N D E R  M O U N TA I N  WI N D  FA R M  

Crocotta Energy Inc is an oil and natural gas company, actively engaged in the acquisition, development,  
exploration, and production of oil and natural gas reserves in Western Canada.  

While the level of capital spending from now through 2010 is not yet determined, the focus for the company is set. We 
will look to prove up 3 separate Montney plays in Northeast British Columbia and start the horizontal Bluesky development 
at Edson. Each one of these projects would have a material impact on the value and growth of Crocotta. A vertical Montney 
test will commence in early December at Dawson and a Bluesky horizontal at Edson is scheduled for Q110. 

http://www.crocotta.ca 

C RO C O T TA  E N E RG Y 

http://www.crocotta.ca
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Energy 
December  2009  

The Globe and Mail reported that two Calgary based companies have filed proposals, to build secure landfills, in the 
South Peace. 

The story said they are betting on growing volumes of drilling waste, from the Montney and Horn River gas plays. 
Resource companies have spent millions in recent years, lining up drilling rights for the two shale gas plays, as improved 
drilling technology made them more attractive to producers.  

Secure landfills are fenced, lined facilities designed to accept wastes, such as contaminated soil, that are banned from 
municipal landfills.  

The Globe report also claims, that in submissions to the Environmental Assessment Office, residents of the areas 
involved, have raised concerns, about the landfill's potential impact on water, air quality and property values. 

One of the two Calgary-based companies proposes to build a 65-hectare landfill, 15 kilometers west of Dawson Creek 
and, it's projected to be the hub, for Calgary-based EnCana Corporation.  

The other has filed, for a 34- hectare proposal, five kilometers south of Tupper, south of Dawson Creek, and just west 
of the Alberta-BC border. 

www.energeticcity.ca 

S E C U R E LA N D F I L L S  

British Columbia’s natural gas stimulus package will generate at least $600 million in additional investment in the 
province next year, according to a new study. 

PricewaterhouseCoopers states in a survey that the package of incentives announced Aug. 6 by provincial Energy 
Minister Blair Lekstrom will effectively counter the twin effects of declining North American gas demand and declining 
natural gas prices that emerged last year as a consequence of the global economic recession. 

The survey was released by the provincial government. 
PricewaterhouseCoopers surveyed 14 companies operating in BC and representing 75% of gas production in the 

province, in order to determine the impact of the stimulus package.  
The package includes an incentive for wells drilled from September 2009 through June 2010.  
The government offered a one-year royalty rate of two per cent on those wells, compared to an average rate of about 19 

or 20%. 
Eleven of 14 companies responded to the survey, representing 67% of total B.C. natural gas production and accounting 

for $2.61 billion of investment in exploration and development of gas deposits in 2008. 
In 2009 their investment dropped to $1.86 billion, mainly as a result of very low natural gas prices and declining 

demand as a consequence of the global economic recession. 
The respondents said that the drops in both price and demand were expected to have an even more significant effect in 

2010 and they were anticipating investments of $1.52 billion in BC – until the stimulus was announced. 
PricewaterhouseCoopers said that as a result of the incentives, the respondents estimated they would increase their 

spending by $600 million for a total of $2.1 billion. 
“Before stimulus, investment in B.C. in 2010 would have been 18.5% lower than 2009 investment standards,” the PWC 

study said. 
“With stimulus, investment in 2010 is expected to be 12.7% higher [estimated] than 2009 investment levels.” 

Vancouver Sun 

S U RV E Y  RE S U LT S  

http://www.energeticcity.ca
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Mining 

December  2009  

Tourism 
A new study shows the South Peace region benefitted from just over $91.5 million of visitor spending last year alone. 
The 2008 South Peace Value of Tourism Study was funded by the South Peace Economic Development Commission 

(SPEDC) and Tourism Dawson Creek, and prepared by Tourism British Columbia. Accommodation providers in the region 
gave information to researchers with Tourism British Columbia, who plugged the data into a new model they developed to 
estimate the impact of the local tourism industry on the economy. 

Information for the study was provided via surveys from commercial (leisure and business) accommodation providers, 
split into fixed-roof accommodations (hotels, motels and bed & breakfasts)  and campgrounds/RV parks.  In the Dawson 
Creek area, 70% of fixed roof and 91% of campground providers participated. 

The survey also estimated the number of visitors who stayed with friends and relatives and those who spent only a day 
visiting. 

Tourism BC estimates the visitor volume for Dawson Creek at 146,000 visitors who spent $54,940,000, and the rest of 
the South Peace saw 81,800 visitors who spent $36,640,000, for a total of 227,800 visitors spending $91,580,000. 

Business visitors were the greatest money makers for Dawson Creek with close to 40,000 visitors staying an average of 
6.6 days and spending an estimated $38.5 million.  Leisure visitors outnumbered business visitors more than two to one at 
more than 91,000, but they only stayed an average of 1.4 days spending $13.3 million.  Close to 14,000 people came to visit 
family and friends at an average of four days with $2.9 million in expenditures and 900 day-visitors spent about $70,000. 

Dustin Bodnaryk, tourism development coordinator with Tourism Dawson Creek said the results reinforce the value 
tourism has for the economy of the region and for Dawson Creek specifically.  The data will also be helpful to investors 
looking to develop hotels and restaurants, for example, to make a business case for their investments. 

Northeast News and Dawson Creek Daily News 

Terrane Metals is anticipating a 2010 summer start on site preparation for its $915-million Mount Milligan copper-
gold project, which is emerging as the first major mine to be developed in British Columbia in a decade. 

Terrane crossed its final major hurdle last week when federal Environment Minister Jim Prentice announced that the 
Mount Milligan project “is not likely to cause significant adverse environmental effects.” 

Terrane expects Milligan will employ 400 full-time workers for a minimum 22-year mine life, with full operations 
commencing in late 2012 or early 2013. 

Four first nations claim a territorial interest in the area where the mine will be situated — about 100 kilometres east of 
Mackenzie. 

The first nation judged by government to have the strongest claim, McLeod Lake Indian Band, has expressed 
conditional support for the project, and last year stated in a letter to the province that Terrane has taken a very serious 
approach to consulting on all issues and matters. 

The Milligan deposit was first explored 25 years ago by Placer Dome, but was not aggressively advanced until it was 
acquired by Terrane — led by former Placer executive Rob Pease.  

Terrane has been shepherding the project through federal and provincial environmental assessments since 2006, 
culminating in last week’s favourable announcement from Ottawa. 

Vancouver Sun 

M O U N T M I L L I G A N  C O P P E R-GO L D P RO J E C T  

V A LU E  O F  TO U R I S M  ST U DY 
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Forestry 
December  2009  

It looks as if the Canfor sawmill in Chetwynd will be re-opening. 
Canfor Spokesperson Dave Lefebvre says negotiations began between United Steelworkers (the union representing the 

workers) and Canfor representatives earlier this year. Lefebvre says Canfor outlined the cost implications of re-opening the 
mill. 

"There was a meeting with employees in October, and following that we started working with the union and we put 
together a proposal which the employees have ratified," he said. 

Employees voted 73% in favour of the new cost structure. Basically, employees voted to have a wage reduction until 
the economy recovers. Lefebvre says there is a profit-sharing agreement in place for when times get better. 

Levebvre declined to specify exactly what the wage decrease amounts to, though Chetwynd's Peace FM is reporting it 
to be around $5.40 per hour. 

Employees will, however, get to keep their benefits and pensions. 
Lefebvre says, pending the board's decision, the sawmill will be re-opened in late May of 2010. The plan calls for the 

mill to be restarted in the spring with one shift to start, employing about 65 people. The restart would pump nearly $15 
million back into the mill for retooling. 

Lefebvre says more shifts will be added as the economy rebounds. 
Canfor's sawmill in Chetwynd closed in early 2008, due to the economic downturn. Around 188 employees were laid 

off. 
The final decision on this plan lies with the Board of Directors for Canfor which will be asked to make a decision on 

the proposal Dec. 15. 
Northeast News 

Tembec announced that negotiations for a new 
collective agreement with CEP local 448 representing workers 
at its Chetwynd high yield pulp mill have been successfully 
concluded. 

The new agreement will be for a term of five years and 
was reached following what the Company termed "very 
straightforward negotiations". 

The agreement was ratified with members voting 88% in 
favour and includes wage increase of one per cent in the third 
year and two per cent in each of the fourth and fifth years of 
the agreement. It also includes a wage adjustment for 
tradespersons and increases to dental benefits. 

Tembec also indicated that, with this new agreement in 
place and market conditions for pulp improving, the 
Chetwynd  mill would restart in January and have it ramp up 
to full production by February. 

The Chetwynd mill, which produces high yield pulp and 
has an annual capacity of 240,000 tonnes, has been shutdown 
since February of 2009 due to market conditions.  It employs 
roughly 160 people, of whom 115 are covered by the new 
collective agreement.  The mill also provides employment for 
35 First Nation workers through their company Three Nations 
Ventures. 

Chetwynd Echo 

T E M B E C  R E O P E N S  

C A N F O R  RE O P E N S  

Photo by E. Mayoh 
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City News 
December  2009  

Dawson Creek Mayor Mike Bernier has been appointed to a provincial task force that will be responsible for coming up 
with recommendations on renewable energy development in the province. 

Bernier will be a member of the Task Force on Community Engagement and First Nations Partnerships, a seven-
member panel that is chaired by James Hogan of the David Suzuki Foundation, and includes representatives from First 
Nations' communities and businesses that are involved in alternative energy development. Their task force is part of a 
broader Green Energy Advisory Task Force, which encompasses three other subcommittees that will make 
recommendations on procurement and regulatory reform; carbon pricing, trading and export market development; and 
resource development.. 

The appointments were announced on Nov. 20 by Blair Lekstrom, Minister of Energy, Mines and Petroleum 
Resources, Barry Penner, Minister of Environment, and John Yap, Minister of State for Climate Action. The Province will 
pick up the tab for any expenses incurred by the task force with Dawson Creek being the only municipality represented on 
the task force. 

"I think this shows that the City of Dawson Creek is, and will be for awhile, a leader around green energy, for them to 
appoint me as the mayor to the task force," said Bernier. 

His task force is charged with coming up with recommendations on how to ensure First Nations and other communities 
see the benefits from developing clean energy, and are able to provide input on projects in their areas. They will partner 
with First Nations' communities, with respect to their constitutional rights, to open up new opportunities for job creation and 
reflect the best practices in environmental protection. 

Northeast News 

The North American Hockey League (NAHL) has announced that its Board of Governors 
has accepted the membership application of the Dawson Creek (British Columbia) Rage. 

The team will begin play in the 2010-11 season and play its home games at the 5,000-seat 
EnCana Events Centre. 

"After three years plus, I'm excited to say we finally made it," said Pat Rorison, co-founder 
of the group that helped establish the team. "Many people have worked hard to bring a team to 
Dawson Creek and are excited about bringing Junior A hockey back to our community." 

With a population of 60,000 in the area, Dawson Creek is located on the border of British Columbia and Alberta - 368 
miles northwest of Edmonton and 782 miles northeast of Vancouver. The Rage will compete in the NAHL's West Division. 

"This is very positive news and shows how the community can work together for over three years to make this team a 
reality," said Mike Bernier, Mayor of Dawson Creek. "It's truly a fantastic partnership. 

"Not only will we see an anchor tenant in the EnCana Events Centre, this hockey team will help create an excitement 
and identity in our community. It will also provide opportunities for young hockey players throughout the Peace Region to 
someday dream about wearing a DC Rage sweater and playing hockey at a higher level." 

The Rage is the second NAHL team to be based out of Canada in the league's 34-year history; the Fernie (British 
Columbia) Ghostriders were members of the league in 2003-04. 

"Having a main tenant in the EnCana Events Centre will bring many positive benefits to the facility and community," 
said Ryan MacIvor, general manager of the EnCana Events Centre. "Having another 31 events at the Centre will balance out 
our already aggressive events schedule. This is great news for the community and the region." 

For more information on the Rage (a.k.a. DC RAGE), visit the team's temporary Web site at www.dcrage.com. 
The North American Hockey League, the only USA Hockey-sanctioned Tier II Junior A league boasting 19 teams from 

across the country, prides itself on the social maturity and skill development of student-athletes ages 16-20 with aspirations 
of advancing to collegiate and/or professional hockey 

http://www.oursportscentral.com/services/releases/?id=3941797 

DAW S O N  C R E E K  R AG E 

B E R N I E R A P P O I N T E D  T O  TA S K  FO RC E 

http://www.dcrage.com
http://www.oursportscentral.com/services/releases/?id=3941797
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Education 
December  2009  

More than $10 million in funding from the Knowledge Infrastructure Program for two construction projects at the 
Dawson Creek Campus have highlighted one of the busiest years at Northern Lights College in its 34-year history. 

NLC received $2.5 million in April, followed by an additional $7.8 million in August in separate joint announcements 
by the Federal and Provincial governments. 

The first announcement provided funds for renovations to the Science Building, to create a state-of-the-art Health 
Sciences facility to house the College's Practical Nurse and Health Care Assistant programs. The College is also working on 
a Bachelor of Science in Nursing program, which would be based in the building. 

When the construction is finished, the building will include a 100-seat lecture hall, several classrooms with 
videoconference capability, offices and laboratories. Work started in July and the project is to be completed with occupancy 
for programs by September 2010. 

The second announcement provided funds for the construction of Energy House, a facility that will help solidify NLC 
as B.C.'s Energy College. 

The Centre of Excellence for Oil and Gas/Jim Kassen Industry Training Centre continues to be the focal point for oil 
and gas training from the Fort St. John Campus. Energy House, meanwhile, will be the focal point for the Centre of 
Excellence for Clean Energy Technologies based at the Dawson Creek Campus. 

Energy House is an 807 square-metre multi-use facility that combines classrooms and training facilities with 
demonstrations of energy saving and renewable-energy technology, and a community meeting hall. The building will 
produce all its energy needs - electricity and heating - through a wind turbine, solar panel, biomass, and geo-exchange 
systems. 

The project will include a fully functional training lab for wind turbine maintenance, an operating 300KW wind turbine 
on the property and a training tower with training platform. The building will be constructed targeting LEED platinum 
standards, the highest in the Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design building rating system. 

And in February 2010, the inaugural Wind Turbine Maintenance Technician program will accept its first intake of 
students. It will be the only program of its type in the province. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

NLC CO N S T RU C T I O N  P RO J E C T S  

Photo by E. Mayoh 
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Human Services 
December  2009  

The Dawson Creek and District Hospital Foundation has produced yet another vital piece of equipment, thanks to the 
generosity of the community, with help from the hospital's own staff. 

The Sonosite M-Turbo portable ultrasound system arrived at the hospital a couple weeks ago, and the doctors and 
nurses there are glad to have it. The device provides high-quality images that are used in a variety of applications. 

"We are using it to triage (prioritize treatments for) people and get early information to decide what management they 
need and how aggressive they need it," said anesthetist Dr. Jim Hargreaves, who was getting a demonstration of the 
equipment from ultrasound technician and Sonosite representative Helen Skinner on Dec. 4. 

He said the main use for the equipment currently is in the operating room where it is used to guide regional anesthesia - 
blocking the nerve supply to a specific, and large, part of the body such as a limb - during orthopedic surgeries. He said for 
operations such as shoulder repairs they may be able to avoid using general anesthesia - putting the patient "under" - and 
that reduces the chances of complications. He said the Dawson Creek Hospital is the regional centre for orthopedic 
surgeries, and the device means operations will be quicker and safer, and may allow them to reduce post-operative 
admission to three days from four. 

Skinner added it's a point-care-device, meaning it can go anywhere it's needed. 
Hargreaves said there is a power bar that would allow them to plug in three probes simultaneously, preventing any 

damage from occurring when changing probes, and that may be the next device the Hospital Foundation puts on its wish 
list. 

Hargreaves and the other members of the anesthesia department .were so eager to have the device they even donated 
some of their own money to get it. EnCana Corporation, the Peace Chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star, and the Legacy 
of Morgen Piepgrass fund donated the rest of the $51,000 needed. 
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Dec. 11 marked the official unveiling of a critical new piece of hospital equipment, and the expanded Rotary Manor, in 
Dawson Creek. 

Peace River South MLA Blair Lekstrom joined representatives from the Peace River Regional District, the City of 
Dawson Creek, Northern Health, and staff from the Dawson Creek and District Hospital in a ribbon-cutting ceremony for 
the new Toshiba Aquillion 64-slice computed tomography (CT) scanner. The $1.3 million unit replaces an older model at 
the hospital and will allow for more efficient and effective diagnostic imaging capability. 

Lekstrom. said the Northeast is well served by the hospitals in the region, although he added there are always 
challenges to keep up with advances in technology and to service equipment. He said the new CI' scanner which saw its first 
patient hack on Oct. 5 and has been used frequently ever since, was made possible through the partnerships with the PRRD 
and Northern Health. He also thanked the hospital staff, stating that without trained professionals the equipment would 
mean nothing. 

Sixty percent of the funding for the scanner came from the Province's capital allocation to Northern Health, and the 
Peace River Regional Hospital District contributed the rest. 

Dr. LeRoy Erickson, chief radiologist of the medical imaging department at the hospital, said it will allow physicians to 
do more complex diagnoses with complete, three-dimensional images at the highest resolution possible. He added it can be 
used for many applications including in cases of injury, stroke, tumors and infection. 

Later that afternoon, Lekstrom joined Northern Health officials for a tour of the expanded Rotary Manor. The 
expansion of the long-term care facility allows for 71 additional beds, which will accommodate the 54 residents who 
transitioned from the Pouce Coupe Care Home in late November. 

The facility now has 115 beds, including two palliative care and seven respite beds. All the rooms are private, and they 
are grouped into "neighbourhoods" that include a common room and kitchen. 

An official opening ceremony is planned for sometime in January. 
Northeast News 
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Dawson Creek and Fort Nelson are looking to start up local programs to help disadvantaged youth participate in sports. 
Pete Quevillon, director of KidSport BC, visited both communities to meet with interested parties about the program. 
"We provide grants to financially disadvantaged kids to help cover the cost of sport registration fees," explained 

Quevillon during his presentation at the Kin Arena in Dawson Creek. "It's not about a top-down, national program driving 
things, it's really about people at a community level taking ownership and helping kids who can't afford to play to get in the 
game." 

Since being established in the Lower Mainland by Sport BC in 1993, KidSport has expanded to 177 chapters in 11 
provinces and territories across Canada, with 28 in British Columbia. Quevillon said they've helped nearly 6,000 youth in 
the province from ages six to 18 pay for their registration fees in 65 different sports. He said they have a goal of having 40 
or more community chapters in the province by March, 2010, and the North is one of the regions they are focusing on. 

Tara Mayoros, recreation coordinator with the City of Dawson Creek, said there has been interest in starting a local 
chapter for some time. She said increasing physical activity and reducing barriers to sport in the city is part of her 
department's mandate, so the program would be a good fit. She said her department could provide space for meetings, help 
to promote the program and volunteer on the committees.  

EnCana Corp. has announced it will donate $5,000 to each community to help get the local chapters started. 
"We really see the value in kids participating in sports, whether it's individual sports or team sports, it's great for de-

velopment and great for character building, and we see that as a big part of communities,” said Brian Lieverse of 
community relations. 

Maxine Gordon of the Northeast BC Regional Community Foundation said her organization might also be interested in 
donating to a local program through endowments they have set up. 

Quevillon said smaller communities in the region can also contact KidSport about starting a local chapter, but if they 
don't have the capacity locally, they can still apply for grants through their provincial office. 
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