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The Dawson Creek Community Profile & 
Investment Guide and In the News are filled with 
information and statistical data.  Although every 
effort was made in good faith to ensure the 
accuracy of information contained herein, 
Dawson Creek Catholic Social Services accepts 
no warranty nor accepts liability from any 
incorrect, incomplete or misleading information 
or its improper use.  For more information, please 
contact The City of Dawson Creek at 250-784-
3600. 
 

Dawson Creek Catholic Social Services 
January 2010 

City of Dawson Creek 
For more information about the City of Dawson Creek, its 

inhabitants, lifestyle and businesses, please contact: 
 

Mayor Mike Bernier 
City of Dawson Creek 

P.O. Box 150, 
Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G4 

Phone:  250-784-3616 
Fax:  250-782-3203 

Email:  admin@dawsoncreek.ca 
http://www.dawsoncreek.ca/  

Photo by E. Mayoh 
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In February 2010, the unemployment rate in BC is 8.0% and 6.6% in Alberta. 

Northeastern BC Unemployment Rates   
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

2003 8.9 8.2 7.1 7.2 6.7 7.2 7.2 7.7 7.9 6.8 6.0 4.3 
2004 4.4 4.2 4.6 5.0 6.3 8.3 9.0 8.0 6.3 4.7 —* —* 
2005 4.9 4.5 5.0 4.1 5.4 5.2 4.9 4.2 4.4 4.4 —* —* 
2006 —* —* —* —* —* 4.4 —* —* 4.2 5.2 4.9 —* 
2007 —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* 

* The unemployment rate for Northeastern BC has been suppressed due to high sample variance. 

2008 —* —* —* 4.3 5.0 5.9 6.2 6.3 5.8 5.0 4.5 3.6 
2009 4.6 4.6 6.5 6.5 8.4 7.7 7.9 8.3 7.9 7.2 5.5 5.4 
2010 4.9 4.4           

Employment 
March 2010 

British Columbia’s unemployment rate edged down again in February, dropping to 7.7% 
(seasonally adjusted). The latest decrease marked the first time that the province’s jobless rate has 
declined for two consecutive months since beginning its upward trend in the latter half of 2008. 

BC’s unemployment rate remains among the lowest in the country, and was a half percentage point below 
the national average (8.2%) last month. However, British Columbia had the highest unemployment rate in 
western Canada. 

Rates in the Prairie provinces ranged from 4.7% in Saskatchewan to 6.9% in Alberta. Canada’s 
unemployment rate declined slightly, easing 0.1 percentage points to 8.2%. Job growth in Saskatchewan and 
parts of Atlantic Canada was most significant, while Alberta and Manitoba were the only provinces to post 
employment losses. Data Source: Statistics Canada 

Uncertain labour market conditions continued to have varying effects on regional unemployment rates, 
which ranged from a low of 4.4% (three-month moving average, unadjusted) in Northeast to 11.5% in 
Cariboo.  Data Source: Statistics Canada 

BC Stats Infoline Issue: 10-10 March 12, 2010 

LABOUR FORCE 

Photo by Peace PhotoGraphics 
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Construction 
BUILDING PERMITS 

For the month of February 2010, there were 3 
building permits issued.  Total value of construction 
is $566,599.  The permits were issued for three 
single family dwellings. 

Hwy 97 (Alaska Hwy), CN Rail crossing N of 
Dawson Creek to the Kiskatinaw Bridge 

Resurfacing, through hot-in-place recycling, 
28.9 kilometers of Highway 97 from the CN Rail 
crossing North of Dawson Creek to the Kiskatinaw 
Bridge. 
AWARD 

Peter's Brothers Constr Ltd 
716 Okanagan Ave E 
Penticton BC V2A 3K6 
Phone: 250-492-2626  
Fax: 250-493-4464  
$3,277,211 

Journal of Commerce 

South Peace Roads, Pouce Coupe, 
Tomslake & Dawson Creek areas of the S 
Peace 

The general nature of the Work to be carried 
out under the Contract consists of but is not 
necessarily limited to the following: Quality 
Management, Traffic Management, Production of 
Aggregate, Excavation of Road Base at the Railway 
Crossing and Tupper River Bridge approaches on 
Independent Road, Application of Geotextile and 
Geogrid, Application of Base Course Aggregates, 
Application of Double Sealcoat, Site Restoration 
and Cleanup. 

$1,000,000 estimated construction cost 
OUT TO TENDER 

Journal of Commerce 

10 Km NE of Tumbler Ridge 
Concrete slab on grade foundation, 02230; site 

clearing, 02240; site preparation, 02580; electrical 
transmission equipment, 13530; wind and solar 
instrumentation, 13660; wind energy equipment, 
13660; wind energy systems, 13669; wind driven 
electrical generators, 13660; wind energy 
equipment, proposed 142 MW wind power project 
with 79 wind turbines (each tower would be 
between 80 m - 100 m high from base to centre of 
hub; the project will also include 18-25 Km of new 
overhead transmission line (138kV or 230 kV); 
approx 35 Km of access roads; sub-stations 
(connect to an existing facility or construct new); & 
an operations/admin bldg. 

1 storey; 4 structures; 79 units; 255 hectares 
$455,000,000 estimated construction cost. 

PRE-BID 
Journal of Commerce 

Dawson Creek & District Hospital 
Roof replacement at Dawson Creek & District 

Hospital, Dawson Creek. 
AWARD 

D M Henderson Roofing Ltd 
PO Box 328 
Dawson Creek BC V1G 4G9 
Phone: 250-782-3467 
Fax 250-782-3117 
$67,609 

Journal of Commerce 

DAWSON CREEK & DISTRICT 
HOSPITAL ROOF 

RAILWAY CROSSING 

QUALITY WIND PROJECT 

SOUTH PEACE ROADWORK 
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The Province announced that it will be investing more than $43 million into 18 new road projects 
throughout the Peace Region. 

Government of BC News Release 

Texaco Bridge Replacement Design for replacement of Texaco Bridge on the Buick Creek 154 Road, east of Buick 
Creek near Fort St. John. 

Windrem Bridge Replacement Replace the Windrem Bridge on Hwy 97 north in Chetwynd. 
North Peace Road Improvements Upgrade, strengthen and hard surface approx. 4 km of existing subdivision and side roads. 
Peace District Road Upgrading Upgrading and surfacing area side roads. 
Tomslake Area Road Improvements Strengthen, widen and hard surface various roads in the Tomslake area. 
Beryl Prairie Road Completion of base strengthening and sealcoating approximately 10 km of the Beryl Prairie 

road. 
Engineering Pine Pass Preliminary Engineering and Business Case Development. 
Engineering South Taylor Hill Preliminary Engineering and Business Case Development. 
H77 Liard River Bridge to KM 60 Pave approx 34 km on Hwy 77 from km 46 to km 80, north of Fort Nelson. 
Upper Cutbank Road Property acquisition, strengthening and widening works of approx. 3 km on the Upper 

Cutbank Road, south of Dawson Creek. 
Braden Road Widen & strengthen approx. 15 km on the Braden Road near Dawson Creek. 
Boundary Road Strengthening, widening and sealcoating of approx. 20 km on the Boundary Road, south of 

Dawson Creek. 
North Peace Side Road Gravelling & 
Improvements 

Upgrade and strengthen the existing road structure on roads impacted by oil and gas 
industrial traffic throughout northeastern BC. 

South Peace Gravel Program Upgrade and strengthen the existing road structure on roads impacted by oil and gas 
industrial traffic in the South Peace. 

85 Tonne Route Enhancements Upgrade, strengthen road and bridge structures throughout the Peace area. 
Engineering for Future Years Projects Options analysis, engineering and investigations to establish OGRRIP program priorities. 
Magusin Preferred Route Intersection improvements, widening, base strengthening and hard surfacing approx. 3.5 

km on Magusin Road, near Dawson Creek. 
Hwy 97N Business Case Development 
& Engineering Assessments 

Business Case development and preliminary engineering along Hwy 97 North 

SW05-079-16-W6M approx 15 km 
West of Dawson Creek 

Proposed construction of a secure 
landfill which may include a stormwater 
management system, a leachate 
management system, facility infrastructure 
(scale, scale house and equipment shop) 
and an access road. 

$2,000,000 estimated construction 
cost. 
PRE-BID 

Journal of Commerce 

CCS SUNRISE SECURE 
LANDFILL PROJECT 

HERITAGE SECURE LANDFILL 
PROJECT 

PEACE REGION ROADWORK  

Approx 5 km South of Tupper 
Proposed construction of a facility for the long-term 

containment of upstream oil and gas and other industrial 
waste streams. On-site facilities to include one cell that will 
be 245 x 250 m, which will contain approx 31,000 m3 
(542,500 tonnes) of waste depending on the fill configuration 
used for the initial cell. Other on-site facilities will include a 
scale house/field office and a small lab; a small garage which 
will be used to conduct maintenance on the facility 
equipment and store supplies. 

$1,000,000 estimated construction cost. 
PRE-BID 

Journal of Commerce 

March 2010 

Construction 
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OIL & GAS SALE 

As of March 23, 2010, there were 63 rigs drilling, 17 
released and 1 rig prepped to spud. 

Oil & Gas Commission 

ACTIVE OIL RIGS 

British Columbia's March natural gas and petroleum sale 
attracted $13.41 million in bonus bids at its final land sale of the 
fiscal year. 

The five-year average between 2005/2006 and the year 
ending this month is $1.14 billion at $1,960 per hectare. 

After three sales this year, the province has collected $43.21 
million in bonus bids on 41 436 hectares, an average of $1,042 
per hectare. To the same point in 2009, BC sales were $39.73 
million on 51 505 hectares at an average of $771.45. 

The March oil & gas sale offered 77 parcels in northeast BC 
covering 25,171 hectares, and sold 66 parcels covering 18,736 
hectares. The average price per hectare for this sale is 
approximately $715. 

March 2009 - $15.03 million 
March 2008 - $152.4 million 
March 2007 - $38.48 million 
March 2006 - $20.27 million 
March 2005 - $18.45 million 
March 2004 - $17.60 million 
March 2003 - $35.22 million 
March 2002 - $60.18 million 
March 2001 - $31.00 million 
March 2000 - $15.48 million 

JuneWarren-Nickle’s Energy Group 

NUMBER OF WELLS 
DRILLED IN BC  

1999 627 

2000 777 

2001 882 

2002 646 

2003 1049 

2004 1213 

2005 1376 

2006 1416 

2007 899 

2008 882 

2009 592 

Oil & Gas Commission 

2010 188 

OIL & GAS SALES 

BC’s 2009 year-end total was $892.9 
million as 389,664 hectares were 

auctioned off at an average of $2,291 
per hectare. 

Total 2008 - $2.66 billion 

Total 2006 - $629.85 million 

Total 2005 - $533.99 million 

Total 2004 - $232 million 

Total 2003 - $646.68 million 

Total 2002 - $288.54 million 

Total 2001 - $439.47 million 

Total 2000 - $248.24 million 

Total 1999 - $176.17 million 
Nickle’s Energy Group 

Total 2007 - $1.047 billion 

March 2010 

Energy 

Imperial Oil Limited now says it will be 2018 at the earliest, 
before natural gas could start flowing, from the Mackenzie 
Valley Gas Pipeline Project. 

The National Energy Board is set to decide in September, 
whether the project should go ahead. 

However, after that the backers would need to secure 
hundreds more permits, before they can begin work. 

The Calgary-based company says, it and other firms working 
on the long-delayed project will likely decide whether to proceed 
in late 2013. 

www.Energeticcity.ca 

MACKENZIE VALLEY PIPELINE 

http://www.Energeticcity.ca
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Energy 

A new $120-million installment of BC”s Infrastructure Royalty Credit program will encourage investment 
and infrastructure, and stimulate activity in BC’s natural gas sector. The ministry is now accepting requests for 
applications from natural gas and petroleum companies to participate in the 2010 program. 

Since 2004, B.C.’s Infrastructure Royalty Credit Program has allocated more than $485 million in 
infrastructure royalty credits to natural gas and petroleum companies operating in the province, resulting in 71 
new road-based projects and 83 new pipeline projects. This represents new total capital investment in BC of 
almost $1 billion. 

The Province gets an approximate return on investment of $2.50 for every dollar invested -- revenue that 
would not have been collected otherwise. The program is designed to reflect the competitive challenges of 
enabling year-round activity and providing infrastructure that allows natural gas activity that would otherwise 
not take place. 

Companies are invited to apply to the ministry under the 2010 program with proposed road or pipeline 
infrastructure projects and compete for these royalty credits. As in previous years, all projects applying for 
credits under the Infrastructure Royalty Credit Program will undergo a rigorous evaluation and ranking 
process, and only those that ensure the highest economic benefits for British Columbia will be approved. 

Government of BC News Release 

INFRASTRUCTURE ROYALTY CREDITS 

The National Energy Board has approved NOVA Gas Transmission Ltd's $251.4 million 
Groundbirch Pipeline project that will connect sweet natural gas mainly from the Montney formation in 
Northeastern British Columbia to the Alberta system. 

The 36-inch Groundbirch Pipeline, an extension of NGTL parent TransCanada Corporation's 
Alberta system, would extend from a new interconnection on the Gordondale Lateral near the downstream 
side of the existing Gordondale meter station on the Alberta system, approximately 11 kilometres east of Bay 
Tree, Alberta to a meter station in the Groundbirch area in northeast B.C. approximately 37 kilometres 
northwest of Dawson Creek. 

The pipeline, which should be in service late this year, will include related facilities, including meter 
stations and valve sites. It is designed to transport about 1.66 bcf per day of natural gas. 

NGTL indicated the applied-for facilities were in response to shippers' interest in connecting the 
Montney, an unconventional gas play, to the Alberta system. Current conventional gas production from the 
Cadomin, Doig, Gething, Baldonnel, Halfway, Bluesky, Charlie Lake and Kiskatinaw formations would also 
be a source of gas for the pipeline. 

The company estimated undiscovered natural gas potential of 29.6 tcf of gas in place (28.5 tcf of 
unconventional) of which 7.5 tcf is marketable gas, including 6.8 tcf of unconventional gas. The estimated 
productive capacity for the project is 255 mmcf per day in 2010/2011, increasing to a peak of 1.44 bcf per day 
in 2022/2023. 

In addition to the 77-kilometre pipeline, the project will include three metering stations, two block valves 
and the appropriate tie-in valves, side valves and blind flanges to connect to the Alberta system and to 
accommodate potential future expansion. 

JuneWarren-Nickle’s Energy Group 

GROUNDBIRCH PIPELINE 
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Energy 
ENCANA 

EnCana has been active in the tight gas Montney play where it has 730,000 net acres (1,100 sections) of 
land between Grande Prairie, Alberta and Dawson Creek, B.C. with an estimated 70 tcf of gas in place. 

In 2009, EnCana drilled about 60 wells focusing on both the Upper and Lower Montney zones but took a 
different approach to completions, said Smith. In the Upper Montney, it used Halliburton Corporation's 
CobraMax fracturing application to complete the wells while in the Lower Montney it used open hole swell 
packers primarily with energized fluids and then slick water. 

EnCana is adding length and fracturing stages to increase and enhance the performance of the wells. 
Where there is both Upper and Lower Montney potential, the company is drilling eight to 10 wells per section 
to develop. 

With this performance, from a large scale perspective the Montney is one of the strongest performing 
assets in EnCana's portfolio with a rate of return approaching 50% and a supply cost close to $3 (U.S.) per 
mcf. 

EnCana is also are trying to develop more area from a single surface pad. "Not only is that great for 
reducing your environmental footprint but you are also really saving costs on the surface side," said Kevin 
Smith, vice-president of the Fort Nelson business unit. 

JuneWarren-Nickle’s Energy Group 

Korea Gas Corporation says it will invest $1.1 billion (U.S.) to jointly develop natural gas fields in 
Canada with EnCana Corporation, which will likely see the Asian country shipping liquefied gas back to 
South Korea. 

Under the deal, Korea Gas will acquire a 50% stake in certain lands in the Montney and Horn River in 
northeast British Columbia in sparsely drilled areas. 

“What we’ve got is a farm-in agreement,” said Alan Boras, an EnCana spokesperson, when asked about 
the deal. “We’ve got extensive lands ...and this enables us to accelerate development on areas that we haven’t 
had much of an opportunity to drill yet.” 

The 50% deal will feature Korea Gas contributing funds over three years, in one-year increments. The 
three-year period involves investment of about $565 million (Cdn.) and will include roughly 25,000 acres at 
Horn River and about 129,000 acres in the Montney in BC, for a total of 154,000 acres that KoGas will have 
an interest in. 

The deal continues a foray by the Koreans into the Canadian patch. State-owned Korea National Oil 
Company acquired Harvest Energy Trust for $4.1 billion. And last summer, Kitimat LNG Inc. 
announced a memorandum of understanding with Korea Gas under which it would acquire up to 40% of 
Kitimat LNG’s production and an option to acquire an equity stake in Kitimat LNG’s planned export terminal. 

JuneWarren-Nickle’s Energy Group 

KOREA GAS & ENCANA 
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Energy 

During 2009, Storm Exploration Inc. drilled 11 wells which resulted in 11 gas wells for a 100% 
success rate. At the company's Parkland property, four horizontal Montney gas wells and four vertical 
Montney gas wells were drilled. 

This was a significant reduction from the 2008 drilling program of 29 wells with 11 horizontal Montney 
gas wells. In the fourth quarter, all three wells drilled were successful, resulting in three gas wells (three net) 
including two horizontal Montney gas wells. 

Fourth quarter activity included the completion of two vertical Montney step-outs drilled earlier in the 
year. Each well was completed separately in two intervals of the Montney (the upper sands and the lower 
sands). Four intervals were completed with test rates in excess of one mmcf per day from each interval. 

Storm also drilled two horizontal Montney development wells. One began producing in mid-December 
and the other in mid-January, with first-month rates from each well being restricted to approximately four 
mmcf per day as a result of bottlenecks in the pipeline gathering system. 

The company also expanded the second Parkland facility which now has capacity for 24 mmcf per day 
and adding a natural gas liquids extraction plant (refridge). Combined capacity at Storm's two Parkland 
facilities is now 52 mmcf per day with throughput in January averaging 34.5 mmcf per day of gross raw gas. 

The company noted that it also added to its Horn River Basin land position in 2009 by acquiring 32 gross 
sections (40% working interest) at Crown land sales. Storm's Horn River land position now totals 75 gross 
sections or 30 net sections. 

The company said that the year-over-year decrease in proved and proved plus probable reserves was due 
to non-core property dispositions, and a smaller drilling program resulting in fewer reserve additions from 
exploration and development activities. The proved plus probable reserve life index is 13.8 years using 
average 2009 production of 8,127 BOE per day. 

In northeast BC., proved and probable reserves assigned to the company's Montney discovery at Parkland 
grew by eight per cent, or 2.8 million BOE, and totalled 36.5 million BOE at the end of 2009. Storm said this 
was the result of successful vertical Montney delineation wells which expanded the areal extent of its Montney 
discovery, and from the installation of a refridge plant which increased recovery of natural gas liquids. 

In 2010, the company said it plans to spend between $85 to $90 million, with approximately 50% of this 
amount being spent in the first half of 2010. 

Storm said its drilling program in 2010 will continue to be focused on its Parkland property where it plans 
to drill 12 horizontal Montney development wells and three vertical Montney step-outs The company said it 
expects to drill one horizontal well in the first quarter which will test drainage in the lower sands. If this well 
is successful, the plan is to drill up to two more horizontals into the lower sands in the third quarter. 

Development of our Montney discovery continues to progress as expected. In January 2010, production 
totalled 30 mmcf per day of gross raw gas from 17 horizontal and 12 vertical Montney gas wells. 

They plan to drill an additional seven horizontal wells in the first quarter and they expect that four of 
these will be completed, pipeline connected, and begin producing by the end of March. 

JuneWarren-Nickle’s Energy Group 

STORM EXPLORATION 
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Energy 

Bear Mountain Wind Farm 
Photo by E. Mayoh 

Edmonton-based Capital Power Corp.'s proposed $455-million Quality Wind Project near Tumbler 
Ridge in Northeastern British Columbia has been selected as a new clean-power source by BC Hydro. 

Under the arrangement, the provincial utility will purchase power for 25 years from the 142-megawatt, 79
-turbine project. 

Commercial operation is expected to begin no later than the spring of 2013. 
The proposed site is near Highway 52, which provides relatively good access for construction. The area 

has seen other development, including oil and gas activity, and forestry operations. Public consultation for the 
project began in 2007. 

The Quality Wind project is one of 19 projects to be awarded electricity-purchase agreements under BC’s 
Clean Power Call. Combined, the projects will generate enough energy to supply about 218,000 homes in BC. 

Edmonton Journal 

QUALITY WIND PROJECT 
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Mining 

Photo by E. Mayoh 

Western Coal announced that it’s contracted prices for metallurgical coal sales for its fiscal 2011 first 
quarter ending June 30 are up 60% from fiscal 2010 and unveiled an acceleration of its ambitious expansion 
plans for the next several years, including a whopping 75% production increase in fiscal 2011, to capitalize on 
the fast-heating market. 

The fiscal 2011 expansion - a $300-million program that includes the restart of the company's Willow 
Creek mine and an expansion of the Brule mine, both in Northeastern British Columbia - is just part of a 
grander plan to ramp up coal output to more than 10 million tonnes a year by the end of fiscal 2013, almost 
triple its estimated 3.4-million-tonne output for the current fiscal year, which ends March 31. 

The fiscal 2011 expansion, to be financed through existing cash and cash flow, is expected to lift 
production rates to six million tonnes a year. 

A resurgence of demand from China's steel industry is squeezing supplies across Asia, Western Coal's 
primary market. The result has been rising prices ($200 U.S. a tonne in the first quarter, which some experts 
think could top $300 a tonne by year end) and a scramble among Asian steel mills to diversify their supply 
sources - good news for companies in a position to expand. 

Indeed, one of the key goals of Western Coal's expansion plan is to move up from being a smaller, 
marginal producer and enter the ranks of the bigger, more stable supplier. 

Vancouver Sun 

WESTERN COAL 
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Lumber production at British Columbia’s sawmills rose 14.1% in December 2009 when compared to 
December 2008. Production at both Coastal (+19.4%) and Interior (+13.6%) mills increased with much of that 
coming from mills in the province’s Northern Interior (+25.6%). Nationally, lumber production dipped 0.9. 
Data Source: Statistics Canada 

On an annual basis, lumber production by British Columbia’s sawmills fell 18.5% in 2009. Both Coastal 
(-23.8%) and Interior (-17.8%) mills registered sharp decreases in lumber production during the year. 
Shipments of BC lumber were also significantly lower (-17.0%) in 2009. Nationally, production (-21.0%) and 
shipments (-19.0%) of lumber products were down considerably in 2009. Data Source: Statistics Canada 

BC Stats Infoline Issue: 10-09 March 5, 2010 

LUMBER PRODUCTION 

March 2010 

Forestry 

Final trade statistics for 2009 show that British Columbia softwood exports to China hit 1.63 billion board 
feet, more than twice the record 784 million shipped the previous year. 

B.C.’s annual lumber shipments to China are also soaring in terms of value. Sales have nearly tripled from 
about $113 million in 2007 to more than $327 million in 2009. 

Part of the success in 2009 was the significant volume of new lumber orders generated by B.C.’s largest 
ever forestry trade mission to China. Major breakthroughs were made as the trade mission helped Shanghai 
launch its new wood-frame building code, and signed an important agreement to demonstrate the benefits of 
wood for affordable housing. The vice-minister of China’s Ministry of Housing and Urban-Rural 
Development also encouraged B.C. to collaborate on a six-storey, wood-frame apartment building in Beijing. 

The Province, through Forestry Innovation Investment Ltd. and in conjunction with the Canada Wood 
Group, has been working over the last several years to diversify B.C.’s markets by demonstrating new uses for 
softwood products. 

Government of BC News Release 

WOOD EXPORTS TO CHINA DOUBLE 

Photo by Peace PhotoGraphics 
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Forestry 

The recession has cut the Canadian lumber industry down to little more than half its peak size, according 
to a report by the International Wood Markets Group. 

In its annual report on the top 20 North American lumber producers, Vancouver-based Wood Markets 
states that Canadian lumber production is down 45% to 19.4 billion board feet from its 2004 peak of 35.1 
billion board feet. 

Much of that decline was in the last year, when production fell by 21% in the East and 17% in the West, 
the report states. 

The Canadian lumber decline follows the decline in U.S. housing starts, which peaked at two million in 
2006 and are now at 575,000. 

The five-year-long drop in lumber supply has eliminated some companies completely and led to the 
emergence of three British Columbia-based super powers in the Canadian industry: West Fraser Timber, 
Canfor Corp. and Tolko Industries. The three are now the largest forest companies in the country. West 
Fraser is the largest in North America. 

“ There’s been a re-alignment,” said John Allan, president of the Council of Forest Industries, which 
represents Interior companies, in an interview. “ You are seeing the emergence of Canadian-owned companies 
in the U.S. forest industry and you are seeing the survival of the fittest in Canada.” 

Of the top 20 Canadian firms, 13 are in the West. West Fraser and Canfor, which have operations in the 
U.S. South, are also on the U.S. top 20 list. 

“ These top 20 firms have survived and they are likely to prosper from the upturn when it occurs,” Allan 
said. 

He said the growth of B.C. companies is largely an unexpected outcome of the Canada-U.S. softwood 
lumber dispute during the first five years of the decade. In order to decrease the antidumping duties being 
charged by the U.S., Canadian companies had to lower their unit costs. In B.C. lower unit costs were achieved 
by investing in new equipment, which proved an advantage when prices dropped off the cliff in 2007. By then, 
B.C. companies were extremely cost-efficient. 

Lumber prices have rallied in 2010 but Allan said he does not expect to see a strong bounce back until 
2013, when the impact of pine beetle-killed wood begins to limit the North American lumber supply. 

The surviving companies should prosper then but Allan does not foresee a matching uptick in 
employment. It could be a jobless recovery if it is driven by the decline in production from B.C. 

“ Frankly, I can’t see us adding any new sawmills,” he said. “ There might be some shifts added.” 
The decline in lumber production has cost an estimated 30,000 jobs, according to Statistics Canada data. 

Employment in the Canadian wood products sector peaked at 126,687 jobs in 2007 but had fallen to 90,948 
jobs by the end of 2009. A third of those job losses, 9,898, were in B.C., where employment peaked at 34,701 
people in 2007 but had fallen to 24,899 by the end of 2009. 

With just one exception, the nation’s largest lumber companies dramatically cut output last year. Here is 
their 2009 production ( in thousands of board feet), with the percentage change from a year earlier: 

West Fraser:  2,863 (-15%) 
Canfor:  2,767 (-16%) 
Tolko:  1,577 (-25%) 
AbitibiBowater:  1,100 (-28%) 
Tembec:  708 (-24%) 
Weyerhaeuser ( Canada):  684 (-19%) 
Western Forest Products:  565 (-26%) 
Domtar:  512 (-17%) 
JD Irving:  487 (-9%) 
Interfor:  339 (+6%) 

Vancouver Sun 

CANADIAN DECLINE FOLLOWS US SLUMP 
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The Get Dawson Creek Green 
project will be hosting a "Sunsational 
Solutions" workshop in March. 

Experts in renewable energy 
sectors including solar, wind and 
geothermal have been invited to 
attend to provide residents in the 
region wi th  information on 
alternative energy solutions for their 
homes. Exhibitors/presenters will 
include Marvin Jackson of Sundog 
Solar and Mike McFadden of 
G2SoIar. 

Jackson will display a solar 
thermal hot-water pumping system 
that not only has residential uses, but 
agricultural applications. 

Local presenters include 2 Stroke Painting, Epscan Industries Ltd., Peace Country Geothermal, Peace 
Energy Co-operative and the Northern Environmental Action Team (NEAT). 

Northeast News 

RENEWABLE ENERGY WORKSHOP 

Businesses in Dawson Creek are being recognized for accessibility, and the local Measuring Up the North 
Committee is hoping the awareness will bring more businesses on board. 

Best Western Hotel and Suites was awarded the inaugural Most Accessible Business Award during the 
2009 Civic Awards Dinner. Among other criteria, the business was recognized for accommodating those 
customers with physical, sensory and cognitive limitations and for meeting or exceeding the BC Building 
Code. Tourism development coordinator Dustin Bodnaryk with Tourism Dawson Creek presented the award 
to general manager Joe Simons on behalf of the committee. 

Simons explained the hotel has wheelchair ramps for its banquet facility, as well as parking for the 
disabled in front of the building and accessible washrooms. He said their rooms also have both audible and 
visual alarms in case of fire. He added the hotel chain has made it mandatory for all new properties to provide 
and maintain those services. 

"The Pomeroy Group is quite aware of these things already and we strive and look forward to being 
number one in the marketplace, so we're on top of these things all the time," he said. 

The Best Western was one of 66 local businesses that were assessed last fall by 2010 Legacies Now, in 
partnership with Tourism Dawson Creek and the MUTN Committee, as part of a province-wide Accessible 
Tourism Initiative. Fifty-four of those businesses will receive some form of accreditation. 

Northeast News 

ACCESSIBILITY RECOGNIZED 

Photo by Peace PhotoGraphics 
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Residents had a chance to view and give their input on some initial design concepts and floor plans for the 
Calvin Kruk Centre for the Arts during an open house held at the Kiwanis Performing Arts Centre in March. 

The format of the meeting allowed participants to see various aspects of the project's proposed design, 
stated objectives and projected budget and timelines. Architects from Hotson Bakker Boniface Haden 
Architects and project manager Gerald Longson of MHPM Project Managers were on hand to answer 
questions. Participants were provided pens and sticky-notes so they could offer comments on each aspect. 

The site plan includes a clerestory to allow natural light into the building, a solar array that will tie into a 
solar hot water system and a roof deck above the ceramics studio.  

The main floor plan consists of daycare space totaling about 4,000 square feet, including an outdoor play 
area. There's a space for a cafe, which Haden said could be a source of revenue for the building. There's also a 
3,100 multipurpose hall with a raised roof, a raised, fixed stage and seating for more than 200 people.  

The basement incorporates four dance studios totaling nearly 4,000 square feet, a 1,050 square-foot band 
room with smaller practice rooms and two dressing rooms and a green room to accommodate theatre 
performers. There is also about 2,000 square feet for historical archives to be stored. The second floor would 
accommodate textile and ceramic studios, four meeting rooms and a lounge area. 

The building will be designed with energy and water conservation in mind, incorporating a high-
efficiency boiler, solar hot water system, low-flow fixtures and a rainwater-harvesting cistern for sewage 
purposes, among other features. 

KPAC manager Terri Hanen, who sits on the project's steering committee, said there will have to be some 
compromises made with many groups wanting to use the centre. She said KPAC has about 36 organizations 
that meet at their facility on a regular basis. The new building, she said, will provide more space than they 
currently have, including an additional dance studio and practice room for musicians. 

Dan Bastiaansen, president of the South Peace Historical Society, said his organization is excited about 
moving into the building. He said he thinks the greatest benefit to the community will be more interaction 
between the different user groups and with the public. 

Of course, the biggest concern about the project is the cost, and to that end Longson has been hired to 
keep the project on track and under budget. He said in selecting a quantity surveyor - who provides 
information on cost of materials, construction and labour they insisted on a (inn with experience working in 
the Northeast. 

Longson has anticipated construction costs at $7 million; consultant costs at $1.5 million (with $150,000 
already spent); furniture, fixtures and equipment at $201,500; and other costs (permits, LEED registration, 
advertising) at $51,000 (with $889 spent). That would put the projected cost at about $8.8 million, leaving 
about $600,000 in contingency and uncommitted funds in the $9.4 million budget. 

So far, $560,000 has been raised from large corporate donors, another $100,000 from functions at the 
Kiwanis Performing Arts Centre and over $30,000 has been secured in a trust fund. With a federal/provincial 
contribution of $6.4 million, nearly $7 million has been raised for the project. 

Construction is expected to start late this fall and take about a year to complete, with a tentative project 
completion date of Nov. 3, 2011. 

Northeast News 

ARTS CENTRE 
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The final piece in the Dawson Creek Climbing Wall saga fell into place, creating the possibility for 
construction to begin in a matter of weeks. 

Funding shortfalls postponed a 2008 plan to bring the popular activity of climbing to the South Peace 
Multiplex, but community support has ensured the project will be completed, Mayor Mike Bernier announced. 

A world leader in climbing wall design and construction, Oregon's Entre Prises, was recently awarded the 
project tender. 

Funding partners on the project include the Dawson Creek Kinsmen, EnCana, legacy funding from the 
2009 Oil and Gas Conference, legacy funding from the 2008 B.C. Northern Winter Games, the City of 
Dawson Creek and the Noon and Sunrise Dawson Creek Rotary Clubs. 

The City of Dawson Creek had pledged upwards of $40,000 in 2009 for any project shortfall but 
community sponsorship will reduce that number to about $15,000. These funds will come from the 2009 
budget. 

The Sunshine and Noon clubs together donated $100,000, which is over half the funds needed for the 
project. 

Noon club president Al Mottishaw agreed it ranks with the clubs' bigger donations, like the CT Scanner, 
Rotary Lake and Rotary Manor and said they were excited to get behind this project for the positives it will 
bring to the community. 

"A climbing wall is a new era for entertainment for the youth of today and to us it will be a great addition 
to the events centre and the swimming pool area," he said. "We'll have something totally different and 
something that, from what we (learned) from the high school and others, is it would be in high demand. It's 
something that will benefit the community and its children for the next 15-20 years." 

Mottishaw added city employees, including director of Parks and Recreation, Barry Reynard and building 
maintenance supervisor Duncan Redfearn, played a pivotal role in the project. He explained how they 
continued working on a plan and pulling consultants together without even knowing if the project would go 
ahead. 

Mottishaw suggested it's not only children and youths who are looking forward to testing their climbing 
skills, and said the project's stakeholders should have a competition when the wall is completed. He joked that 
he didn't believe Bernier would prove to be much competition. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

City News 
CLIMBING WALL 

Murphy Oil Corporation is the next corporate sponsor to throw its weight behind the Calvin Kruk 
Performing Arts Centre with a donation of $50,000. 

City council has reported oil and gas activity in the area would not result in a boom and bust scenario seen 
in other parts of Canada and the continued investment into Dawson Creek illustrates this point. 

"We're very proud of our employees and contractors who work and live in Dawson Creek with us," said 
Murphy Oil's general manager of operations Ron McIlwrick. "So this centre will support them as well and we 
like giving back to the community that we’re working in." 

Murphy Oil's donation takes the tally on the projected $9 million facility to just over $7 million. 
Past donors include Huron Energy, which donated $10,000, ARC Resources Ltd with $100,000, Shell 

with $150,000 and EnCana with $250,000. 
KPAC has raised close to $100,000 for the project and the Calvin Kruk Trust Fund is pushing $40,000.  
The biggest help has come from the federal and provincial government who agreed to a three-way funding 

agreement, covering $6.3 million. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 

MURPHY OIL DONATES TO PERFORMING ARTS CENTRE 
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Carla MacLeod's eyes filled with tears at the thought of one more session in the weight room. Beckie 
Kellar had to overcome her fear of bears. Jayna Hefford thought "What am I doing here?" 

Whatever the Olympic Games throw at the Canadian women's hockey team now that they've arrived in 
Vancouver, nothing will be harder that the month they spent together near Dawson Creek, B.C., last spring. 

Boot camp, as it is not-so-fondly called, tested the women physically and mentally for 24 days in May and 
June. In the process, they pushed past their limits and help their teammates get past theirs. 

When the player reconvened in Calgary in August to begin full-time training, they already had a strong 
base of trust and fitness to build on. 

Days that started at 7 a.m. and ended at 9 p.m. laid the foundation for physical and mental toughness. 
Running, rock climbing, kickboxing, yoga, weight sessions, triathlons, in addition to on-ice drills, kept the 
Canadian women on the go from morning until night. Towards the end of boot camp, they rode their bikes 35 
kilometres into the mountains, hiked up one and back down before making the return trip on their bikes. 

Exhaustion would eventually hit. The players had to find reserves they didn't think they had to continue. 
They also learned to recognize when teammates were struggling and what help they needed. 

For some, the punishment began the moment they fell out of bed and laced up their shoes for the morning 
run. 

"For those who are runners, they are pretty good at it, but a couple of us who aren't the best runners our 
heart rates were 170 or 180 for 25 minutes straight," MacLeod explains. 

For Kellar, a defenceman from Hagersville, Ont., about to play in her fourth Olympics, it was the prospect 
of riding her mountain bike and hiking through terrain that included bears that had her spooked. 

"They gave us a quick tutorial on how to avoid/survive a bear attack, which didn't do a whole lot for me," 
she says. "I was scared. I have to admit." 

Boot camp has become standard for Canada's Olympic women's hockey teams since they held one in 
Valcartier, Que., prior to the 2002 Games, They spent a month training in Prince Edward Island prior to 2006. 

But this one was the toughest one yet, even for veterans like Hefford. 
"This was my third boot camp, but there are moments where you fall into that rut of feeling `what am I 

doing? I'm a hockey player, not a biker, not a hiker," says the native of Kingston, Ont. 
"That's the mental challenge. The physical preparation is one big part of boot camp, but the mental 

preparation and the challenges you face mentally as a group are maybe the biggest strength we get out of 
something like that." 

The Canadian women played a 55-game schedule in preparation for the Olympics since August. Many of 
those Games were on the road against Alberta Midget Hockey League teams. 

Boot camp may seem a long time ago now, but captain Hayley Wickenheiser of Shaunavon, Sask., says 
the players' experiences in Dawson Creek will be important at the Olympics. 

"I'm not a fan of team-building in a boardroom or a classroom," says Wickenheiser. "This was sort of the 
ultimate team building where people are climbing mountains and maybe they're afraid. 

"We help each other work through those things and that brings you together as a team when you see 
people at their best or their worst or how they handle pressure." 

http://www.ctvolympics.ca/hockey/news/newsid=36875.html 

CANADIAN WOMEN’S HOCKEY TEAM 

March 2010 

City News 
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POUCE COUPE ELEMENTARY ENTERS GREEN GAMES 
Students at Ponce Coupe Elementary School are hoping their efforts to "go green" will win them $500 in 

a province wide eco-action contest. 
The school is participating in the second year of the BC Green Games, administered by Science World, a 

non organization which promotes education and positive attitudes towards science and technology. Over 
$20,000 in prizess will be-awarded to schools in the province, including four $500 Viewer’s Choice Awards, 
two to elementary schools and two to secondary schools. 

Pouce Coupe students submitted PowerPoint presentation detailing their efforts to reduce organic waste 
through composting.  Principal Christy Fennell explained the project started In Mrs. McDonald's Grade 5/6/7 
science class with individual students putting apple cores, banana peels and other waste items into a plastic 
bag containing soil and a measured amount of water. Fennell said the idea worked so well they decided to 
purchase- a large compost bin so the whole school could get involved. She said once the bags are full the 
contents are emptied into the compost bin located behind the school and the students repeat the process. 

"We've significantly reduced the amount of waste we have from lunch," said Fennell, adding they've cut 
the number of garbage bags filled at lunch to three from six. 

She said the school received a grant last year to landscape gardens around the building, so the compost 
will be used for the flower beds. She said that was the students' idea and their input and effort has really driven 
the project from start to finish. 

Fennell said the school had embraced being environmentally-friendly even before they became involved 
in the BC Green Games. She said that started with the design of the school when it was built, but students have 
also made recycling and energy conservation their priorities. She added the school will also be purchasing 
trees that each student will start to grow in the classroom, and then when they feel it's time, they will plant 
them around the playground. 

The contest is sponsored by BC Hydro and Terasen Gas. 
Northeast News 

New students enrolling in Dawson Creek elementary schools will be expected to attend the school in their 
neighborhood staring next school year, as the school district will be reinforcing catchment areas. 

Catchment areas were recently updated for each of the four elementary schools in the city. 
Assistant superintendent Rob Dennis explained the catchment areas were established by the Province in 

the School Act as a way to prevent overcrowding of schools. However, he said with declining enrollment over 
the last several years opening up school spaces, the pressure to enforce the catchment areas diminished and the 
school district allowed a quasi-open boundaries policy. He said now that decline in enrollment has put the 
emphasis back on enforcing catchment areas. 

When enrollments are received, the four elementary schools will be expected to give priority to students 
who live in their respective areas. However, students who attended a school outside of their catchment area 
this year will still be able to attend that school until the completion of Grade 7. Parents who want to send their 
child to a school outside of their catchment area where a sibling is already attending can also do so. Dennis 
said the effect on school populations would be realized over a seven-year period as the children of new 
families to Dawson Creek enter the school system and the students currently enrolled complete Grade 7.  

Northeast News 

DISTRICT ENFORCEMENT OF CATCHMENT AREAS 
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School District 59 has released further details on a two-year plan to amalgamate South Peace Secondary 
School and Central Middle School. 

While the process will result in some major and long-term changes for Grade 8 to 12 students, the 
assistant superintendent said most of the initial changes would be administrative. 

"While this appears to be dramatic, it's more dramatic on the work we (staff and trustees) have to do," Rob 
Dennis said during a board meeting. "The kids won't recognize anything over the next year." 

The decision to amalgamate the two schools stems from a series of meetings that took place with the 
public throughout 2009. The meetings dealt with declining enrolment in the district and asked parents and 
other stakeholders how they thought the SD 59 should handle the continued pressure on finances and 
resources. 

One of the more workable suggestions was an amalgamation of Central Middle School and South Peace 
Secondary. 

An amalgamation group was subsequently formed and included recommendations from teachers, parents, 
students, school administrators, support staff and senior staff. The group also looked into the school boards of 
Salmon Arm and Kamloops, where similar amalgamations have already taken place. 

The new legal name for the amalgamated school will be Dawson Creek Secondary School, with the 
original schools names remaining for each campus. 

By the spring of 2011 there will be common timetables and a common bell schedule 
Dawson Creek Daily News 

SCHOOL AMALGAMATION 

The classic excuse for a teenager in trouble, "I didn't know it was wrong," will no longer apply after the 
Dare to Care program comes to Dawson Creek schools in March. 

"What I let them know is that the choice is yours," said Dare to Care presenter and retired RCMP officer 
Dwayne Peace from his Calgary home. "I tell them 'if you get yourself suspended or expelled from school, or 
arrested and charged hy police, after today you will not be able to say you did not know.' " 

He began doing talks on crime and punishment in 1998 while working as a school resource officer and 
continued after his retirement in 2003. 

Talking to kids about choices became a full-time job after his retirement. At that time the program 
expanded to include life-skills and bully proofing for kindergarten to Grade 12 students, and is made possible 
through funding assistance from EnCana. Topics covered during the presentation include bullying, suicide, 
drugs, alcohol, tobacco and body image. 

In addition to being a former RCMP officer, Peace is also a former Dawson Creek resident and SPSS 
graduate. His experience with the RCMP makes him an expert on youth culture and he admits there have been 
significant changes since his 1978 graduation. 
Back in the day, bullying was seen as a natural part of growing up, but new studies show bullying has 
negative and lasting effects. 

Back in the day, bullying was seen as a natural part of growing up, but new studies show bullying has 
negative and lasting effects. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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UNDER 18 CURLING CHAMPIONS 

A team of young curlers from Dawson Creek have earned their way into an international competition by 
winning a provincial championship in March. 

Skip Jordan Steinke, lead Sanjay Bowry, second Tristan Steinke and third Jason Ginter, along with 
coaches Jeff Ginter and Don Bourassa, competed and won the Juvenile (under 18) Boys Provincial Curling 
Championship in Wainwright, AB. 

Winning the championship has earned the team a spot at the Optimist International Under 18 Curling 
Championships in Regina.  They will be competing against teams from across Canada, the United States and 
even one team from Japan. 

Northeast News 

The head coach/ general manager of Dawson Creek's newest hockey team is working to fill roster spots in 
time for their inaugural season this fall. 

Scott Robinson, who attended a media event at the EnCana Events Centre, said he has been amazed by the 
response, both in the community and abroad, to the Dawson Creek Rage, the only Canadian Junior "A" 
franchise to join the North American Hockey League. He said he's talked to players, their parents and scouts 
and has heard a lot of interest coming from British Columbia, Alberta, the United States and even overseas. 

"Our focus is our camps that are upcoming," he said. "We've got one in Princeton in a couple of weeks 
and then in Abbotsford and then finally, on the May long-weekend, here at the EnCana Centre." 

He said between 80 and 100 players have signed up for the evaluation camps, but more are signing up 
every day. He added they already have a few who have committed to playing for the team if selected. 

Robinson said the exposure the league provides to American colleges and universities for players, the 
quality of the arena and availability of ice-time, and the dedication of the ownership group are likely reasons 
why their team has received so much attention. The support from the community, he said, has also been 
amazing, including the donation of the official team truck, a brand new F-150, donated by Aspol Ford. 

He said while the team will be looking for the very best talent, wherever they may be, that may include 
some players from the BC Peace Region. He added with a full roster to fill, and an age range of 16 to 20 year-
olds who can play, there are opportunities for those playing Junior "B" hockey to make the team. 

He said he grew up in 100 Mile House and remembers his home team playing a dominant Dawson Creek 
Kodiaks team of the Pacific Coast Junior Hockey League, which later merged with the BC Junior Hockey 
league. He said the Rage organization recognizes the long and celebrated history of the Dawson Creek 
Canucks junior and senior franchises and will look to incorporate an appreciation of that history into their own 
team culture. 

Northeast News 

The EnCana Events Centre was one of eight nominees for the "Air Canada Centre Major Facility of the 
Year" (under 8,000 seat capacity) at this year's Canadian Music and Broadcast Industry Awards. The award 
ultimately went to the K-Rock Centre in Kingston, Ont. General manager Ryan Mclvor said he was proud and 
excited to be nominated after a year of operations. He thanked the citizens and City of Dawson Creek, the 
surrounding region and management and staff at the events centre for making their events successful. 

Northeast News 
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GREY POWER PLAYERS’ CHAMPIONSHIP 

Canada’s Olympic heroes will take to the ice in Dawson Creek.  The Capital One Grand Slam of Curling 
announced that 2010 Olympic Gold Medalist Kevin Martin (Edmonton) and 2010 Olympic silver medalist 
Cheryl Bernard (Calgary) will compete in the season ending Grey Power Players’ Championship.  The final 
2009-2010 Capital One Grand Slam of Curling event, the Grey Power Players’ Championship is scheduled to 
take place at the EnCana Events Centre in Dawson Creek, BC from April 13-18, 2010. 

The following is a complete list of the 16 men’s and women’s teams which will compete.  The event 
features a triple knockout format along with a total purse of $100,000 (Cdn). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.grandslamofcurling.com/ 

1. Jennifer Jones (Winnipeg, MB) 
2. Cheryl Bernard (Calgary, AB) 
3. Amber Holland (Regina, SK) 
4. Kelly Scott (Kelowna, BC) 
5. Shannon Kleibrink (Calgary, AB) 
6. Stefanie Lawton (Saskatoon, SK) 
7. Cathy King (Edmonton, AB) 
8. Jo-Ann Rizzo (Brantford, ON) 
9. Crystal Webster (Calgary, AB) 
10. Heather Nedohin (Edmonton, AB) 
11. Eve Bélisle (Montreal, QC) 
12. Valerie Sweeting (Edmonton, AB) 
13. Julie Hastings (Toronto, ON) 
14. Kerry Flett (Winnipeg, MB) 
15. Jacqueline Harrison (Alliston, ON) 
16. Chelsea Carey (Winnipeg, MB) 

1. Kevin Martin (Edmonton, AB) 
2. Glenn Howard (Coldwater, ON) 
3. Brad Gushue (St. John’s, NL) 
4. Kevin Koe (Edmonton, AB) 
5. Jeff Stoughton (Winnipeg, MB) 
6. Randy Ferbey (Edmonton, AB) 
7. Mike McEwen (Winnipeg, MB) 
8. Niklas Edin (Karlstad, Sweden) 
9. Bob Ursel (Kelowna, BC) 
10. Pat Simmons (Davidson, SK) 
11. Dale Matchett (Bradford, ON) 
12. Jason Gunnlaugson (Beausejour, MB) 
13. Ted Appelman (Edmonton, AB) 
14. Martin Ferland (Quebec City, QC) 
15. Reid Carruthers (Winnipeg, MB) 
16. Jake Higgs (Harriston, ON) 

http://www.teamjenniferjones.com/ 

http://www.grandslamofcurling.com
http://www.teamjenniferjones.com



