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The Dawson Creek Community Profile & 
Investment Guide and In the News are filled with 
information and statistical data.  Although every 
effort was made in good faith to ensure the 
accuracy of information contained herein, 
Dawson Creek Catholic Social Services accepts 
no warranty nor accepts liability from any 
incorrect, incomplete or misleading information 
or its improper use.  For more information, please 
contact The City of Dawson Creek at 250-784-
3600. 
 

Dawson Creek Catholic Social Services 
January 2010 

City of Dawson Creek 
For more information about the City of Dawson Creek, its 

inhabitants, lifestyle and businesses, please contact: 
 

Mayor Mike Bernier 
City of Dawson Creek 

P.O. Box 150, 
Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G4 

Phone:  250-784-3616 
Fax:  250-782-3203 

Email:  admin@dawsoncreek.ca 
http://www.dawsoncreek.ca/  
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In March 2010 the unemployment rate in BC is 8.1% and 7.1% in Alberta. In March 2009 the 
unemployment rate in BC was 7.2% and 5.6% in Alberta.  

Northeastern BC Unemployment Rates   
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

2003 8.9 8.2 7.1 7.2 6.7 7.2 7.2 7.7 7.9 6.8 6.0 4.3 
2004 4.4 4.2 4.6 5.0 6.3 8.3 9.0 8.0 6.3 4.7 —* —* 
2005 4.9 4.5 5.0 4.1 5.4 5.2 4.9 4.2 4.4 4.4 —* —* 
2006 —* —* —* —* —* 4.4 —* —* 4.2 5.2 4.9 —* 
2007 —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* 

* The unemployment rate for Northeastern BC has been suppressed due to high sample variance. 

2008 —* —* —* 4.3 5.0 5.9 6.2 6.3 5.8 5.0 4.5 3.6 
2009 4.6 4.6 6.5 6.5 8.4 7.7 7.9 8.3 7.9 7.2 5.5 5.4 
2010 4.9 4.4 4.4          

Employment 
Apr i l  2010 

LABOUR FORCE 
 British Columbia’s unemployment rate increased to 7.9% (seasonally adjusted) in March, 

as job growth in the province stalled. Employment, which had increased significantly in the 
previous two months, was virtually unchanged in March. At the same time, the number of people who 
were either working or looking for work inched up 0.1%. 

Employment in the goods sector jumped 3.4% in March, bouncing back from a 2.8% decline in the 
previous month. Although there were fewer jobs in manufacturing (-0.6%), the number of people working 
in construction advanced 1.4%. Other goods-producing industries continued to show volatility, with 
agriculture (+6.0%), forestry, fishing & mining (+21.8%) and utilities (+26.7%) rebounding from large 
declines in February.  Large month-to-month changes in employment are quite common in these 
industries. 

Service-sector employers pared down their workforce 0.8%. Job losses were widespread, with 
finance, insurance and real estate shedding 11.3% of its workers, while management & administration (-
5.4%) and transportation & warehousing (-5.2%) also cut back. Employment in  wholesale & retail trade 
was virtually unchanged (+0.1%).  Data Source: Statistics Canada 

 Job losses were concentrated in the private sector, where employment fell 0.5% 
(seasonally adjusted) in March. The number of public sector jobs rose 0.2%, while self employment 
increased (+1.2%) for the first time since October. 

Full-time employment fell 0.7% but there were 2.5% more people with part-time jobs. The youth 
unemployment rate climbed back up to 13.5% while the jobless rate for more experienced workers (aged 
25 and over) remained unchanged at 6.9%.  Data Source: Statistics Canada 

 In the regions, unemployment rates ranged from 4.4% (3-month moving average, 
unadjusted) in Northeast to 11.5% in North Coast/Nechako. Cariboo (10.3%) and Kootenay 
(10.6%) also recorded double-digit unemployment rates in March.  Data Source: Statistics Canada 

 
Canada’s unemployment rate was unchanged at 8.2% (seasonally adjusted) in March. Although BC, 

Alberta and Saskatchewan saw jobless rates rise last month, the four western provinces continued to post the 
lowest unemployment rates in the country. Data Source: Statistics Canada 

BC Stats Infoline Issue: 10-14 April 9, 2010 
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Construction 
BUILDING PERMITS 

For the month of March 2010, there were 10 
building permits issued.  Total value of construction 
is $7,595,704.  The permits were issued for six 
single family dwellings, one garage/renovation and 
three institutional.  For 2010, there have been 18 
building permits issued.  Total value of construction 
is $9,294,743.  The permits were issued for 11 
single family dwellings, two garage/renovation,  
two commercial and three institutional. 

South Peace Roads, Pouce Coupe, 
Tomslake & Dawson Creek areas of the S 
Peace 

The general nature of the Work to be carried 
out under the Contract consists of but is not 
necessarily limited to the following: Quality 
Management, Traffic Management, Production of 
Aggregate, Excavation of Road Base at the Railway 
Crossing and Tupper River Bridge approaches on 
Independent Road, Application of Geotextile and 
Geogrid, Application of Base Course Aggregates, 
Application of Double Sealcoat, Site Restoration 
and Cleanup. 

$1,000,000 estimated construction cost 
LOW BID 

Hoban Equipment Ltd 
5121 46 Ave SE, PO Box 1390 
Salmon Arm BC V1E 1X2 
Phone: 250-832-8831  
Fax: 250-832-1003  
$1,295,060 

Journal of Commerce 

SOUTH PEACE ROADWORK 

HWY 52 ROADWORK 
Hwy 52, Approx 47.858 Km E of Tumbler 
Ridge 

The general nature of the Work to be carried 
out under the Contract consists of but is not 
necessarily limited to the following: Quality 
Management, Traffic Management, Production of 
Aggregate, Application of Geotextile and Geogrid, 
Application of Base Course Aggregates, 
Application of Double Sealcoat, Site Restoration 
and Cleanup. 
AWARD 

Hoban Equipment Ltd 
5121 46 Ave SE, PO Box 1390 
Salmon Arm BC V1E 1X2 
Phone: 250-832-8831  
Fax: 250-832-1003  
$2,763,325 

Journal of Commerce 

DISTRIBUTION LINE 
25 kv Distribution Line, 207 Road; 210 
Road; 217 Road; Sweetwater Road, Dawson 
Creek area 

Rebuild of 25 kV distribution line including: 
Rebuild of 1600 m of 25 kV along 210 Road; 
Rebuild of 13,000 m of both three phase and single 
phase power line along 217 Road; Rebuild of 8,000 
m of single power line along Sweetwater Road; 
Rebuild of 1,400 m of single phase power line along 
207 Road. 

$250,000 estimated construction cost. 
OUT TO TENDER 

Journal of Commerce 

ROADWORK 
Peace Sideroad Base Stabilization Program, 
8 different roads throughout the Peace 
District. 

The Work to be carried out consists of the 
following: Quality Management, Traffic 
Management, Grader shaped and compacted to a 
3% cross fall on tangents and to a uniform cross-fall 
on all curves, Supply and Application of Base 
Stabilization, Site Restoration and Cleanup. The 
Peace District, North District roads include 
Baldonnel, Golata Creek, Beryl Prairie, Altona; 
South District roads include Moberly, Stewart Lake, 
South Tate Creek and One Island Lake. 

$1,000,000 estimated cost. 
OUT TO TENDER 

Journal of Commerce 
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OIL & GAS SALE 

As of April 27, 2010, there were 43 rigs drilling, 10 
released and 1 rig prepped to spud. 

Oil & Gas Commission 

ACTIVE OIL RIGS 
NUMBER OF WELLS 

DRILLED IN BC  

1999 627 

2000 777 

2001 882 

2002 646 

2003 1049 

2004 1213 

2005 1376 

2006 1416 

2007 899 

2008 882 

2009 592 

Oil & Gas Commission 

2010 305 

OIL & GAS SALES 

BC’s 2009 year-end total was $892.9 
million as 389,664 hectares were 

auctioned off at an average of $2,291 
per hectare. 

Total 2008 - $2.66 billion 

Total 2006 - $629.85 million 

Total 2005 - $533.99 million 

Total 2004 - $232 million 

Total 2003 - $646.68 million 

Total 2002 - $288.54 million 

Total 2001 - $439.47 million 

Total 2000 - $248.24 million 

Total 1999 - $176.17 million 
Nickle’s Energy Group 

Total 2007 - $1.047 billion 

Apr i l  2010 

Energy 

The April 2010 British Columbia land sale raised $85.1 for 
24 094 hectares at an average price of $3,532 per hectare. The 
April 2009 sale produced $18.1 million in bonus bids on 27 657 
hectares at an average price of $655. 

After four sales in 2010, BC’s land sale revenue has climbed 
to $128.31 million on 65 530 hectares at an average of $1,958. To 
the same point last year, the province had raised $57.83 million 
on 79 162 hectares, an average of $730.62 per hectare. 

April 2009 - $18.1 million 
April 2008 - $39.52 million 
April 2007 - $4.92 million 
April 2006 - $24.60 million 
April 2005 - $10.31 million 
April 2004 - $6.99 million 
April 2003 - $8.65 million 
April 2002 - $7.35 million 
April 2001 - $32.92 million 
April 2000 - $18.8 million 
April 1999 - $12.5 million 
April 1998 - $4.6 million 

JuneWarren-Nickle’s Energy Group 

Photo by E. Mayoh 
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Energy 
SITE C DAM 

The BC government announced that it will move forward with the Site C Clean Energy Project (Site C). 
The Site C project will be the third dam on the Peace River in northeast B.C., and will be a source of clean and 
renewable energy for over 100 years, producing enough electricity to power approximately 410,000 homes per 
year. The government’s decision to advance Site C is based on the project’s benefits to British Columbians. 
These include:   

Site C will help meet BC’s future electricity needs by providing 900 megawatts of capacity and 4,600 
gigawatt hours of electricity each year. 

Site C will produce among the lowest greenhouse gas emissions per gigawatt-hour, when compared with 
other forms of electricity generation. This will help B.C. further displace fossil fuel-generated electricity with 
clean energy. 

As the third project on one river system, Site C will generate 30 per cent of the electricity produced at the 
W.A.C. Bennett Dam with only five per cent of the reservoir area. 

Site C will contribute to the local and provincial economy by creating an estimated 7,650 direct 
construction jobs through the construction period, and up to 35,000 direct and indirect jobs through all stages 
of the project. 

As a source of firm energy, Site C will facilitate the development of clean energy projects by providing 
additional capacity to back up intermittent resources, such as wind, run-of-river hydro and solar. 

Construction of Site C will be subject to required regulatory approvals, and ensuring that the Crown’s 
constitutional duties to First Nations are met. 

Site C will now advance to the regulatory review phase, which will include an independent environmental 
assessment. The regulatory review phase is expected to take about two years, and it is anticipated that Site C 
will be available for domestic electricity need by 2020. 

The regulatory review for Site C will involve consultation processes, including opportunities for input and 
participation by the public, First Nations, stakeholders, communities and customers. 

In addition, as part of the environmental assessment process, the project will consider potential 
environmental and socio-economic effects, impacts to land and water, and options for regional benefits, such 
as infrastructure and supporting recreational opportunities. Where impacts cannot be avoided, BC Hydro will 
identify and evaluate potential options for mitigation. 

The Site C Clean Energy Project has been evaluated using best practices in project planning and 
development. This includes a five-stage process that provides multiple milestones for assessing the project and 
deciding whether to proceed to the next stage. 

The provincial government decision to advance Site C to the third stage of project planning and 
development, including an environmental review, is based on two years of work by BC Hydro that included 
comprehensive consultations, as well as environmental and engineering studies. 

Government of BC News Release 
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Energy 
MONTEREY EXPLORATION 

Monterey Exploration Ltd. reported two additional successful horizontal well completions in the 
Groundbirch area of northeast British Columbia. 

The company commenced fracture stimulation operations March 19 on two Montney horizontal wells that 
were drilled and cased in the first quarter. The 1 600 metre horizontal leg was fracture stimulated in six 
separate stages plus the initial toe frac utilizing slick water limited entry multi-stage fracture technology. The 
well was flow tested up 4-1/2 inch casing and had a measured natural gas rate of approximately six mmcf per 
day with a flowing wellhead pressure of 450 pounds per square inch after 48 hours of continuous production 
testing. 

The well was still producing significant frac fluid at over 50 bbls per hour at the end of the 48 hour flow 
period and is now shut-in for pressure build-up and analysis. 

The second horizontal well completed was the 100% working interest well. The 1 600 meter horizontal 
leg was also fracture stimulated in six separate stages plus the initial toe frac utilizing slick water limited entry 
multi-stage fracture technology. The 2-21 well was flow tested up 4-1/2 inch casing and had a measured 
natural gas rate of approximately seven mmcf per day, a flowing wellhead pressure of 520 psi and 60 bbls per 
hour of frac fluid after 34 hours of continuous production testing. 

In the past 12 months, Monterey has drilled three horizontal test wells and two vertical stratigraphic wells 
across its operated land base at Groundbirch providing key data to evaluate the scale and full potential 
economic size of the Montney project. 

The successful results at Groundbirch provide the footprint and compelling investment for the corporation 
to continue to proceed with the initial development of the Montney project, Monterey said in a news release. 
This most recent data will be reviewed by Monterey's reserve evaluators in the following weeks and Monterey 
intends to complete an updated reserve report with respect to the Groundbirch property. 

The corporation now has five (four constructed) multi-well drilling pads with multiple drilling licenses on 
every pad to continue with the initial development of the Montney project. A drilling rig is currently racked in 
the Groundbirch field and is scheduled to commence operations on the next development wells once summer 
access is obtained. 

Surface construction and road access has been completed in respect of Monterey's previously announced 
plans for a 28 mmcf a day natural gas processing facility at Groundbirch. The facility should be completed by 
the end of 2010. 

JuneWarren-Nickle’s Energy Group 

Photo by E. Mayoh 



- 8 - Apr i l  2010 

Tourism 
ROOM REVENUES 

Amendments to the Province's Meat Inspection Regulation (MIR) will create two new categories of 
licences to better serve British Columbia's remote and rural communities. " 

The two new licence categories will permit livestock producers in rural and remote areas that are without 
reasonable access to licensed slaughter capacity to slaughter their animals and sell the meat directly to local 
consumers. One of the licences, available in nine designated areas, will also permit geographically restricted 
retail sales. 

The new graduated licensing approach includes several levels of slaughter operation for provincially 
licensed facilities: 

 Class A facilities include slaughter and 'cut and wrap' services. 
 Class B facilities include slaughter only. 
 Class C was temporarily introduced in 2007 to make it possible for many slaughter operators to 

become fully licensed. These licenses are now being phased out. 
 Class D - Retail Sales – permits direct producer sales to local consumers and to retail establishments 

with geographic restrictions. Restricts production to between one and 25 animal units (approximately 
11,350 kg live weight). 

 Class E - Direct Sales – will permit direct producer sales to local consumers. Restricts production to 
between one and 10 animal units (approximately 4,540 kg live weight). These will also be limited to 
the designated geographic areas but may also be available to other rural and remote areas of the 
province on a case-by-case basis. 

Class A and B slaughter licences became mandatory for all provincially licensed slaughter facilities under 
the MIR in 2004. Un-licensed slaughter for personal consumption has always existed in the province and will 
continue. As well, federal licences are required for slaughter facilities that export out of province, and are 
overseen by the federal government. 

Government of BC News Release 

Room revenues fell (–11.0%, seasonally adjusted) in December, almost completely offsetting the 
November gains of 11.7%. The previous month’s growth stemmed from a major influx of pre-Olympic 
vacation rental sales (+115.7%) in Mainland/Southwest for the Vancouver 2010 Winter Olympic Games. As a 
result, December room revenues in Mainland/Southwest dropped (–17.7%), compared to November’s 20.7% 
growth. Similarly, Vancouver Island/Coast (–2.1%), Thompson/Okanagan (–3.0%), Kootenay (–6.6%) and 
North Coast (–0.3%) room revenues contracted. 

Cariboo (+0.3%), Nechako (+2.2%) and Northeast (+5.7%) all saw accommodation sales rise. Data 
Source: Statistics Canada 

BC Stats Infoline Issue: 10-13 April 1, 2010 

Agriculture 
SLAUGHTER REGULATIONS CHANGED 
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Mining 
WESTERN COAL 

Western Coal has announced large expansion plans for its mines in the BC Peace Region, which will 
bring 500 new jobs into the area. 

Robert Bays, vice president and general manager of operations in Northeast BC, told Peace River 
Regional District directors that his company will invest more than $650 million over the next three fiscal years 
to triple production at Willow Creek and Brule, and the Wolverine Mine near Tumbler Ridge, from two 
million to six million tonnes. 

He said a rebound in the demand for coal, specifically in the Asian markets, and a drop in unit costs to 
less than $100 a tonne from over $130 a tonne, will allow Western Coal to better ride out the ups and downs of 
the market. 

He said permits are in place for a new pit expansion at Brule.  Construction of a road to link that mine to 
Willow Creek is underway, as is construction of new on-site facilities and power lines. 

Willow Creek has been reopened and mining has restarted under the old mining permit, but the company 
will seek a new permit to expand the mine. 

All this means huge employment opportunities, said Bays.  Western Coal estimates hiring about 500 more 
workers for its operations in the Northeast over the next three years, nearly doubling the existing 580 
employees presently staffed. 

The company has held two local job fairs and a recruitment campaign and over 500 qualified applicants 
have responded. 

Northeast News 

A subsidiary of Asian forestry giant Sinar Mas Group will pay $20 million to purchase the Mackenzie 
pulp mill, spend $20 to $30 million in start-up costs and provide $20 million in working capital in a deal that 
will see the mothballed facility restarted by fall. 

Netherlands-based company Paper Excellence B.V. will take the mill, which has been shuttered since 
June of 2008, off the hands of a caretaker organization and put it back into production to sell pulp to affiliated 
paper mills in Asia. 

Forest Minister Pat Bell, in making the announcement in Prince George, said 220 people will be put back 
to work at the facility in Mackenzie and its operations should restore direct employment for 500 to 600 people 
in the community, which has been hard hit by the downturn in British Columbia's forestry sector. 

Peter Wardhana, a director of Paper Excellence, said the company will sell about 80% of the mill's 
production to affiliated mills in Asia on long-term off take agreements that should prevent the Mackenzie mill 
from “being overly exposed to the volatile pulp cycle.” 

The mill needed a new fibre supply to go through and Bell said he was able to direct some 800,000 cubic 
metres per year of timber to the McLeod Lake Indian Band, which reached its own deal with Paper Excellence 
to secure the supply. 

Vancouver Sun 

Forestry 
MACKENZIE PULP MILL TO REOPEN 
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City News 

Construction of the Calvin Kruk Centre for the Arts (CKCA) recently fell behind schedule, announced 
City of Dawson Creek's chief administrative officer. 

"Right now our plans are about 25% complete, 25%of construction drawing. That's about a month behind 
where we hoped to be," Jim Chute said at a recent council meeting. "That's because of issues that arose over 
the hazmat removal, over some of the ground-floor windows and over water penetration in the basement." 

He added all of those issues have been taken care of, and the contractors report they will be able to get 
back on schedule. 

"We're certainly hopeful that that can happen," Chute said. 
The next step in the renovation process is selected demolition and the city is encouraging local contractors 

to look at the proposal. 
The RFP on a commissioning authority is now closed and the construction managers are in negotiations 

with the candidate. 
The design review committee is scheduled, to make a decision on a design development report canvassing 

everything from the CKCA's operational plan, to the design that was revised following the public meeting. 
They will also weigh in on the "scope ladder," said Chute. 

"A scope ladder is all of those items that would be added or subtracted or added to the project depending 
on where costing comes in," he said. 

Chute said there has been some confusion about a daycare and cafe space in the facility. 
"The daycare fit-out and the cafe space are tentative improvements. They are not part of the overall $9.7 

million budget you okayed," he told council. "That money has to come from elsewhere and KPAC is raising 
funds for the fit-out of the day-care." 

The design review committee is also expected lo make a decision on a donor recognition wall that will use 
the old faceplates of the post office boxes mounted on a wall. 

"So you'll have a permanent post office box if you're a donor," Chute joked. "It just won't open." 
The total cost of the project to date is $232,000. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

CKCA CONSTRUCTION UPDATE 



- 11 - Apr i l  2010 

City News 

Mike Bernier, the mayor of Dawson Creek, couldn't help but laugh as he described how his community is 
overcoming a water problem by getting the oil and gas industry to pay for sewage treatment. 

"We had a great plan for reusing our wastewater. We just didn't have the $1 0-million we needed. But 
when we put out a request for proposals, Shell beat all our expectations - in fact, they said they would pay for 
the whole thing," said an obviously delighted Mr. Bernier, whose town is about to become the first in North 
America to see its sewage reused for gas extraction. 

This summer, construction will start on a new wastewater treatment plant that will upgrade the quality of 
about 4,000 cubic meters of sewage a day to a standard that makes the water useable by the oil and gas 
industry. 

When the plant is in operation, Shell Canada will be provided about 3,400 cubic meters daily and the city 
will be allowed to sell whatever is left over to other companies — which could generate revenue of up to 
$500,000 a year. 

"It's clearly a win-win for everyone," said Mr. Bernier, whose town is now sending about 20% of its 
drinking water to the oil and gas industry, which pumps water down wells to fracture rock and release natural 
gas. 

Located in northeast B.C., Dawson Creek is in the heart of the province's booming oil and gas sector. 
Mr. Bernier said the wastewater that is flushed through Dawson Creek's treatment plant is currently 

discharged back into the environment, released into a stream that has the same name as the city. But the oil 
and gas industry couldn't use that wastewater, because it wasn't clean enough to be handled directly by work 
crews. 

"To be used by industry it had to be notched up a level," he said. 
Mr. Bernier said that after the sewage in treatment ponds is treated a second time at the new plant, "it will 

basically be just one level below potable." In addition to being acceptable for injection into wells, the retreated 
water can be used to irrigate sports fields and clean streets. 

"There are a lot of positive spinoffs to this and no negatives," he said. 
Mr. Bernier said he's not aware of any other town in North America that's retreating its wastewater for 

sale to industry, but he expects the idea to catch on. 
"It makes economic sense. And it's good conservation. Once we get industry off using our potable water, 

our community planners say we can continue to grow until 2035 without doing anything to increase our 
drinking water supply,” he said. 

Ed Greenberg, a spokesman for Shell Canada, said the company has embraced the project as a way to 
reduce the amount of clean water it uses and to cut back the number of tanker trucks hauling water to well 
sites.  A pipeline from the treatment plant to a gas field will mean 85 fewer trucks on the road every day. 

CTV globemedia Publishing Inc. 

SHELL CANADA RECYCLES SEWAGE 
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Education 
Apr i l  2010 

Studio 2120 is holding its 32nd annual exhibition of works produced by Visual and Graphic 
Communications Arts Students at Northern Lights College. 

The exhibition represents eight months of intensive study in graphic design, photography, drawing, 
painting, art history, and printmaking by students in the 20009-10 program at Dawson Creek Campus. 

A cross section of work from the students will be on display in three locations — Studio 2120 and the 
library at NLC’s Dawson Creek Campus, and Under the Willow in downtown Dawson Creek. 

Admission prerequisites for the Visual and Graphic Communication Arts program include a review of the 
applicant’s art portfolio. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

NLC ART PROGRAM EXHIBITION 

A new W.O.W. Bus (Words on Wheels) program has just as much to do with providing young bodies 
with nutrition as with knowledge. 

The WOW bus is a School District 59-run, community-sponsored, converted school bus that brings early 
learning programs to families who may not be able to make a regular trip to their public library. It's free for 
children aged five years and younger. 

In the two years the bus has been operating, organizers have forwarded the idea that nutrition is just as 
important to child's development as literacy. This can be forgotten when parents lead a busy lifestyle and the 
"Healthy Meals from Words On Wheels" program was launched in an effort to highlight this fact. 

A Children Care Resource Referral staff member has been providing healthy recipes on the W.O.W. Bus 
as part of a program called "Food Fun," since the program's inception two years ago. "Healthy Meals from 
Words On Wheels" is an expansion on that program, W.O.W. Bus coordinator Karen Hills said. 

Through the next year the WOW Bus staff will test recipes submitted by the community and will later 
collect them in a recipe book. 

Young visitors had a chance to make their own spinach and fruit smoothies. One grandmother said the 
green hue of the concoction was a little off-putting but that her grandchildren didn't seem to mind. 

Since increasing activity in the South Peace, Shell Canada has taken a keen interest in surrounding 
communities, including sponsoring the W.O.W. Bus. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

WORDS ON WHEELS BUS 

Photo by Peace PhotoGraphics 
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Human Services 
Apr i l  2010 

Cooperation between the community and government are responsible for the success of the $22.7 million 
Rotary Expansion project, said Peace River South MLA Blair Lekstrom during the official opening. 

Politicians, donors and other community members were on hand for the opening and a guided tour of the 
new 71-bed expansion. This takes the care facility from 44 to 115 beds, made possible through funding from 
the Government of British Columbia, Northern Health and the Peace River Regional District. 

A separate $7 million project funded through the Northern Health capital allocation through the B.C. 
government allowed for the addition of 26 units under Independent Living BC. 

A highlight of the addition included palliative care rooms and an inter-faith room. The South Peace 
Hospice and Palliative Care Society, which spent the last year raising funds through various community 
fundraisers and local donors, decorated these rooms. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

ROTARY MANOR EXPANSION 

Photo by Peace PhotoGraphics 
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Recreation & Leisure 
MARTIN & BERNARD WIN GREY POWER 

Kevin Martin was unbeatable in winning the gold medal at the Vancouver Olympics and he carried that 
momentum into the season-ending Grey Power Players’ Championship at EnCana Events Centre. 

Martin won his record 15th career Capital One Grand Slam of Curling event, defeating Brad Gushue 8-7 
in an extra end, completing a 6-0 run and ending the year on a 32-game winning streak— including an 11-0 
run at the Vancouver Games. 

The Edmonton rink capped a successful season that also included an Olympic gold medal and another 
Grand Slam win at the BDO Classic Canadian Open with the $25,000 first-place prize and an additional 
$50,000 for winning the Capital One Cup.  The Martin foursome, also including John Morris, Marc Kennedy 
and Ben Hebert, earned more than $200,000 this year on the Asham World Curling Tour and in Olympic prize 
money. 

Calgary’s Cheryl Bernard won the women’s Players’ Championship Saturday, beating crosstown rival 
Crystal Webster 604.  Bernard, the Olympic silver medalist, also won the women’s Capital One Cup. 

Canwest News Service 

The Dawson Creek Gun Show continues to make quite a bang in the Canadian West. 
The annual show began 33 years ago, and, since then, has become one of the biggest such events in 

western Canada. 
It has grown to the point where over 200 tables have been booked for the show and has become bigger 

than some of the shows in the major centres. 
"We have grown by 20% over last year. We have 205 tables booked. We have filled the curling rink. I am 

shocked how much it has grown from last year to this year," said Brenda Mathias, one of the key organizers of 
the popular show. 

That works out to about 80 exhibitors displaying their wares — and it's not just firearms that are on 
display or up for sale. The show has long since expanded into an outdoors show. There certainly is no shortage 
of hunting rifles, but there are also many other exhibitors displaying and selling everything from fishing gear 
to quads to camouflage clothing to beef jerky. 

"There are lots of firearms, but there are also optics, antler carvers, archery and knives. There's a huge 
variety." 

The Kamloops and Calgary shows are probably larger than the Dawson Creek show, estimated Mathias, 
and she isn't sure how large the Vancouver show is, but the size of the local show has probably surpassed or is 
close to surpassing Edmonton's. 
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