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The Dawson Creek Community Profile & 
Investment Guide and In the News are 
produced by: 

Dawson Creek Catholic Social Services 
1209-105 Avenue 
Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 2L8 

 
Photo Credits: 

C. Anderson, New Harvest Media 
D. Pettit, Peace Photographics 
E. Mayoh 

Cover Design: 
RG Strategies 
 

The Dawson Creek Community Profile & 
Investment Guide and In the News are filled with 
information and statistical data.  Although every 
effort was made in good faith to ensure the 
accuracy of information contained herein, 
Dawson Creek Catholic Social Services accepts 
no warranty nor accepts liability from any 
incorrect, incomplete or misleading information 
or its improper use.  For more information, please 
contact The City of Dawson Creek at 250-784-
3600. 
 

Dawson Creek Catholic Social Services 
January 2010 

City of Dawson Creek 
For more information about the City of Dawson Creek, its 

inhabitants, lifestyle and businesses, please contact: 
 

Mayor Mike Bernier 
City of Dawson Creek 

P.O. Box 150, 
Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G4 

Phone:  250-784-3616 
Fax:  250-782-3203 

Email:  admin@dawsoncreek.ca 
http://www.dawsoncreek.ca/  

Photo by E. Mayoh 
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Northeastern BC Unemployment Rates   
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

2003 8.9 8.2 7.1 7.2 6.7 7.2 7.2 7.7 7.9 6.8 6.0 4.3 
2004 4.4 4.2 4.6 5.0 6.3 8.3 9.0 8.0 6.3 4.7 —* —* 
2005 4.9 4.5 5.0 4.1 5.4 5.2 4.9 4.2 4.4 4.4 —* —* 
2006 —* —* —* —* —* 4.4 —* —* 4.2 5.2 4.9 —* 
2007 —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* 

* The unemployment rate for Northeastern BC has been suppressed due to high sample variance. 

2008 —* —* —* 4.3 5.0 5.9 6.2 6.3 5.8 5.0 4.5 3.6 
2009 4.6 4.6 6.5 6.5 8.4 7.7 7.9 8.3 7.9 7.2 5.5 5.4 
2010 4.9 4.4 4.4          

Employment 
May 2010 

LABOUR FORCE 
 British Columbia’s unemployment rate dropped to 7.3% (seasonally adjusted) in April 

as employers took on more workers (+0.6%). This marked the most significant employment 
growth in the province since September 2009. Job figures in the province have been trending upwards 
since the beginning of the year, and April’s gain helped rebuild the momentum following a stagnant 
March (+0.0%). 

 Canada’s unemployment rate was also slightly lower, edging down to 8.1% as the labour force 
(+0.6%) and employment (+0.5%) expanded in tandem. Manitoba (4.9%) and Saskatchewan (5.2%) 
had the lowest jobless rates in the country, while rates in the rest of the country ranged from 8.4% in 
Quebec to 14.7% in Newfoundland. Data Source: Statistics Canada 

 Strengthening labour market conditions were particularly evident in BC’s goods 
sector, where the number of jobs advanced 1.7% (seasonally adjusted), with growth 
in nearly every industry. The service sector also added 5,300 jobs (+0.3%), with building & other 
support services (+12.2%) and transportation & warehousing (+6.7%) taking on substantially more 
workers. However, much of the increase was offset by losses in professional, scientific & technical 
services (+5.6%). Data Source: Statistics Canada   

 In most parts of the province, unemployment rates (three-month moving average, 
unadjusted) have improved in recent months, with all but one region steering clear of 
double-digit territory. The region with the most marked improvement in the jobless rate over the 
past year was Cariboo (8.2%, compared to 12.0% in the same month of 2009). Conversely, the 
jobless rate in North Coast/Nechako (11.8%) was the highest it has been since September 2004. 
Unemployment in other regions was more moderate in April, with rates ranging from a low of 5.3% 
in Northeast to 9.0% in Kootenay. Data Source: Statistics Canada 

BC Stats Infoline Issue: 10-18 May 7, 2010 

In April 2010 the unemployment rate in BC is 7.7% and 7.4% in Alberta.  
*— The unemployment rate for Northeastern BC has been suppressed due to high sample variance. 



- 4 - May 2010 

Construction 
BUILDING PERMITS 

For the month of April 2010, there were 16 
building permits issued.  Total value of construction 
is $5,923,131.  The permits were issued for eight 
single family dwellings, one duplex, one multi-
family, three garage/renovation and three 
commercial.  For 2010, there have been 34 building 
permits issued.  Total value of construction is 
$15,217,874.  The permits were issued for 19 single 
family dwellings, one multi-family, one duplex,  
five garage/renovation,  five commercial and three 
institutional. 

South Peace Roads, Pouce Coupe, 
Tomslake & Dawson Creek areas of the S 
Peace 

The general nature of the Work to be carried 
out under the Contract consists of but is not 
necessarily limited to the following: Quality 
Management, Traffic Management, Production of 
Aggregate, Excavation of Road Base at the Railway 
Crossing and Tupper River Bridge approaches on 
Independent Road, Application of Geotextile and 
Geogrid, Application of Base Course Aggregates, 
Application of Double Sealcoat, Site Restoration 
and Cleanup. 

$1,000,000 estimated construction cost 
AWARD 

Hoban Equipment Ltd 
5121 46 Ave SE, PO Box 1390 
Salmon Arm BC V1E 1X2 
Phone: 250-832-8831  
Fax: 250-832-1003  
$1,295,060 

Journal of Commerce 

SOUTH PEACE ROADWORK 

ROADWORK 
Peace Sideroad Base Stabilization Program, 
8 different roads throughout the Peace 
District. 

The Work to be carried out consists of the 
following: Quality Management, Traffic 
Management, Grader shaped and compacted to a 
3% cross fall on tangents and to a uniform cross-fall 
on all curves, Supply and Application of Base 
Stabilization, Site Restoration and Cleanup. The 
Peace District, North District roads include 
Baldonnel, Golata Creek, Beryl Prairie, Altona; 
South District roads include Moberly, Stewart Lake, 
South Tate Creek and One Island Lake. 

$1,000,000 estimated cost. 
LOW BID 

Yellowhead Rd & Br (NP) Ltd 
10491 Finning Frontage- 49, Alaska Highway 
Fort John BC V1J 4J3 
Phone: 250-262-2600 
Fax: 250-785-8727 
$552,170 

Journal of Commerce 

Harper and Imperial Subdivisions, Dawson 
Creek 

The work consists of the following work: 
Supply and installation of approximately 1,400m of 
200mm diameter PVC gravity sewer main including 
17 manholes and 26 gravity services; Supply and 
install approximately 1,700m of 100mm diameter 
force main including 27 pressure services; Supply 
and install lift station, complete with electrical and 
SCADA systems. 

$1,000,000 estimated construction cost. 
OUT TO TENDER 

Journal of Commerce 

SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM 
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OIL & GAS SALE 

As of May 25, 2010, there were 35 rigs drilling, 12 released 
and 5 rig prepped to spud. 

Oil & Gas Commission 

ACTIVE OIL RIGS NUMBER OF WELLS 
DRILLED IN BC  

1999 627 

2000 777 

2001 882 

2002 646 

2003 1049 

2004 1213 

2005 1376 

2006 1416 

2007 899 

2008 882 

2009 592 

Oil & Gas Commission 

2010 308 

OIL & GAS SALES 

BC’s 2009 year-end total was $892.9 
million as 389,664 hectares were 

auctioned off at an average of $2,291 
per hectare. 

Total 2008 - $2.66 billion 

Total 2006 - $629.85 million 

Total 2005 - $533.99 million 

Total 2004 - $232 million 

Total 2003 - $646.68 million 

Total 2002 - $288.54 million 

Total 2001 - $439.47 million 

Total 2000 - $248.24 million 

Total 1999 - $176.17 million 
Nickle’s Energy Group 

Total 2007 - $1.047 billion 

May 2010 

Energy 

A mobile air monitoring lab will provide monitoring in 
communities without fixed monitoring stations. 

According to the BC Energy Ministry, the lab measures air 
pollutants including black carbon, sulphur dioxide, nitrogen 
dioxide, carbon monoxide, ozone and particulate matter, along 
with standard climate readings. 

The fully-equipped laboratory will be stationed outside the 
community hall in Tomslake for around three weeks before 
moving on to other communities including Groundbirch, 
Farmington and Rolla. 

The Energy Ministry says the data collected by the lab will 
be available instantly on the ministry’s website at 
www.bcairquality.ca/readings. 

www.energeticcity.ca 

AIR QUALITY MONITORING 

The British Columbia land sale in May 2010 collected $76.6 
million and 1 drilling license went for $18 million. 

The May 19 sale offered 96 parcels in northeast BC covering 
47 374 hectares and the province sold 92 parcels covering 45 671 
hectares. The average price per hectare for the sale was roughly 
$1,677. The May sale last year generated $10.2 million in bonus 
bids at an average of $488.98 per hectare. 

Year-to-date, the province has brought in $204.9 million in 
bonus bids compared to $68 million to the same point in 2009. 

May 2009 $10.22 million 
May 2008 $441.44 million 
May 2007 $4.52 million 
May 2006 $103.04 million 
May 2005 $38.07 million 
May 2004 $26.7 million 
May 2003 $30.08 million 
May 2002 $17 million 
May 2001 $32.27 million 
May 2000 $10.85 million 
May 1999 $11.5 million 
May 1998 $7.4 million 
May 1997 $26.7 million 

JuneWarren-Nickle’s Energy Group 

http://www.bcairquality.ca/readings
http://www.energeticcity.ca
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Energy 
DRILLING ACTIVITY 

EnCana Corporation still ranks atop the list of top operators for the first quarter of 2010. 
The company drilled 416 wells and finished 582 428 metres of hole in the three months ended March 31, 

2010, ahead of second place Canadian Natural Resources Limited which drilled 314 wells and finished 
347 176 metres. 

Husky Energy Inc. was the third busiest operator with 248 wells and 261 415 metres and Devon 
Canada Corporation ranked fourth with 162 wells and 222 862 metres. 

Canadian Natural and Husky were the most active explorers, each with 34 exploratory wells drilled during 
the quarter. 

Canadian Natural’s exploratory effort was mostly in British Columbia where it ranked second in 
exploratory metres (62 365) to Devon Canada Corporation (65 943 metres). Tourmaline Oil Corp. ranked 
third in B.C. exploration. 

Husky split its exploration effort much more evenly between B.C., Alberta and Saskatchewan. 
Ranked by metres drilled, Royal Dutch Shell was the most active explorer in B.C. with 34 940 metres 

drilled and second behind EnCana in total metres drilled (96 554 metres for EnCana and 72 857 metres for 
Shell). 

Compared to a year earlier, the three companies that increased their well counts the most in the first 
quarter of 2010 were Canadian Natural (up 144 wells to 314), Husky (up 76 wells) and Pengrowth 
Corporation (up 63 wells to 77). 

Apache Canada Ltd. (down 48 wells), ARC Energy Trust (off 43 wells to 31) and Centrica 
Canada Limited (down 43 wells to only nine) had the largest declines. ConocoPhillips Canada 
Limited, Suncor Energy Inc., BP Canada Energy Company and Taqa North Ltd. had the largest 
year-over-year decline in operating days. 

JuneWarren-Nickle’s Energy Group 

TOURISM DAWSON CREEK 
Tourism Dawson Creek staff are poised to make the most of this summer’s Alaska bound travellers. 
“We’re starting to see the RVers make their trek up the Highway, so all our facilities are operational every 

day of the week,” Tourism Dawson Creek ‘s tourism development co-ordinator Dustin Bodnaryk said in a 
report to council earlier this week. 

The Visitor Information Centres, located at the NAR Park and Walter Wright Pioneer Village will be 
open seven days a week as of June 1.  The Alaska Highway House will also start running on summer hours 
and will be open seven days a week. 

Staff are also ready to begin greeting out-of-towners as they make their way past the Mile ‘0’ City. 
Tourism Dawson Creek will soon be launching a number of summer campaigns.  This includes the 

Dawson Creek Staycation, which encourages area residents to enjoy everything their own community has to 
offer. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

Tourism 
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Rain has been making minor appearances in the region and it’s expected to continue.  Not good for your 
tan, but it is great news for farmers. 

“The rains that have happened are a very, very good thing,” said Irmi Critcher, president of the BC Grain 
Producers Association.  “Crops should be off to a good start.” 

Critcher estimates that about 90% of farmers in the area are finished seeding their crops. 
With an early start to spring, seeding got underway much earlier than usual and whether that was an 

advantage is yet to be seen, said Critcher. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 

Agriculture 
RAIN HELPING CROP SEASON 

Mr. Bob Bays, Vice President of Operations for Western Coal attended the meeting to advise the Peace 
River Regional District Board on operations at the Brule, Willow Creek and Wolverine mines. They expect to 
invest $250 million in expansions to the mines, which should triple production over three years. 

The mining operation in Wolverine is hard coking coal while in Brule and Willow Creek it is low-volume 
PCI; however it is expected that Willow Creek will also produce forty percent coking coal during the life of 
that mine. 

The company expects to provide community economic opportunities through contracting, purchasing 
from local businesses and employment for local residents. It is anticipated that once mine operations are in full 
production, there could be employment for up to 1000 people. 

Peace River Regional District 

Mining 
TECK RESOURCES 

Vancouver-based Teck Resources has begun a feasibility study into the potential for reopening its 
Quintette mine, in north-east British Columbia. 

The study is scheduled for completion by the end of 2011. 
“The Quintette feasibility study is part of our thorough evaluation of the various alternatives available to 

us to expand coal production,” said vice-president of operations for coal Bill Fleming. 
“In addition to the relevant engineering and permitting work, we will also be actively engaging with First 

Nations, local communities and the appropriate regulatory agencies to ensure that all factors are considered as 
part of any ultimate decision to reopen the mine.” 

The Quintette mine, located about 22 km from Tumbler Ridge, British Columbia, started operations in 
1982 and was closed in 2000. 

Teck is the second-biggest producer of seaborne hard coking coal, after its 2008 acquisition of Fording 
Canadian Coal. 

www.miningweekly.com 

WESTERN COAL 

http://www.miningweekly.com
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A new website, operated through BC Timber Sales to bring together sellers of wood harvested from oil 
and gas development in northern BC, with buyers. 

Jason Smith, a forester with BC Timber Sales in Fort Nelson, said it is about making a connection. 
“We are trying to leverage our timber selling expertise and our built-in market with loggers and people 

who would be looking for timber.  We give them access to oil and gas timber, which we are providing a 
marketing service for.” 

He said it should benefit large and small companies. 
BC Timber Sales is a semi-autonomous organization of the provincial government that through timber 

sales, establishes market price and cost benchmarks. 
Up to 9,000 hectares of forest are cleared each year from oil and gas activities around Fort Nelson, which 

creates up to 150,000 cubic metres of harvested wood. 
While BC Timber Sales will administer the website, forestry licenses, operations and silviculture will 

remain the responsibility of the company doing the harvesting and sellers determine if a bid meets their needs. 
Smith said standard merchantable timber, such as spruce, aspen, and cottonwood is typically what will be 

available. 
The website is at https://www.for.gov.bc.ca/bcts/areas/TPL/wood_opportunities.htm. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

Forestry 
BC TIMBER SALES 

Photo by Peace PhotoGraphics 

https://www.for.gov.bc.ca/bcts/areas/TPL/wood_opportunities.htm
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City News 

The Dawson Creek Community Garden Society has proposed the development of a new community 
garden site in the hopes the move would cut down on vandalism. 

In an April 22 letter to council, garden manager Tamara Supernault said the society proposed a security 
fence on the Northern Light College property where the current garden is located, but were not given per-
mission by college administration. 

The society has also been informed the college would eventually require the property where the Paul 
Dampier Community Garden is situated. 

Supernault proposed a new garden adjacent to the old Compost Demonstration Centre off the corner of 14 
Street and 107 Avenue. The centre is already managed by the garden society for storage and the new location 
would provide better access to tools and other equipment. 

Supernault reported the society raised a grant from New Horizons Seniors Program, a provincial program 
that funds projects that enriched the lives of the elderly. 

The grant would cover the costs of 20 garden beds, which would be raised to give access to the elderly 
and the disabled, a compost toilet, a shaded seating area and the fence enclosure. 

Other improvements to the new gardens will include solar-powered lighting and water-pumping and 
wheelchair accessibility. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

COMMUNITY GARDEN RELOCATION 

The City of Dawson Creek received kudos from the Social Planning and Research Council of Canada 
(SPARC) for it's dedication to community inclusiveness, as the province of B.C. still lacks set standards to 
deal with accessibility issues. 

SPARC's Accessibility Project Coordinator, Karen Lai attended a council meeting in order to announce 
the Access Awareness Day 2010 campaign, which takes place on June 5. The theme of the campaign is "Go 
All Inclusive!" and promotes the idea of municipalities taking it upon themselves to use SPARC's 2009 
document "The Accessibility Community Bylaws Guide." 

The guide was created by SPARC in 2009 and is a list of over 100 recommendations and standards for 
accessibility and goes beyond the B.C. Building Code. The list looks beyond just buildings to take 
accessibility into consideration throughout the entire community, including parks, streets, taxi service, gas 
stations and accessible housing. 

Lai said B.C. isn't the only province without a disability act and referenced Ontario as an example of what 
SPARC would like to see implemented throughout Canada. 

This doesn't mean B.C.'s communities have gone without considerations -towards accessibility, as Mayor 
Mike Bernier pointed out the Measuring Up the North initiative. The North Central Local Government 
Association (NCLGA) and the B.C. Paraplegic Association created the initiative to help more than 40 northern 
communities, including Dawson Creek, become more accessible. 

"That organization over the last couple of years has done a great job rallying communities together and 
spreading the work about looking at accessibility," Bernier said. 

"1 know we've got a long ways to go, but it's something that as a council and as a community we're trying 
to bring up to the forefront." 

SPARC currently serves about 400 Dawson Creek citizens. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 

COMMUNITY INCLUSIVENESS 
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City News 

The Mayor of Dawson Creek is now the president of the North Central Local Government Association. 
Mike Bernier has been either the first or second vice president of the NCLGA since 2008. 
The NCLGA is an association of local governments whose mission is to work on issues that impact the 

North like economy and the environment. 
www.energeticcity.ca  

MAYOR BERNIER PRESIDENT OF NCLGA 

As one of the province’s official SolarBC Solar Communities, the city of Dawson Creek celebrated Solar 
Days. 

The city gained the title for its efforts in using solar power throughout the community, as solar panels are 
used to power the lighting in bus stop shelters and intersections, and to heat the city hall and the fire hall’s hot 
water systems. 

Also on display at the event was Councillor Cheryl Shuman’s personal travel trailer, powered with solar 
panels built by Shuman and her electrician husband. 

Equipped with three 80-watt solar panels on the roof of the trailer, the power generated charges four 
recycled 6-volt batteries, which in turn gives energy to a 2,000-watt inverter hidden beneath the bed. 

During an average outing, the power in the trailer never runs out, even when using all the appliances, 
though Shuman said it takes four hours to soak up all the energy when the air conditioning is on low. 

The city continues working to reduce its footprint on the environment, whether through its recycling 
programs or its battery operated city cars. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

SOLAR DAYS 

The City of Dawson Creek may have to invest in a new trophy shelf after winning yet another award 
based on the efforts of council and city staff. 

“We’re very honoured to be awarded the Measuring Up the North Award of Excellence for communities 
with populations over 5,000,” Mayor Mike Bernier said about the award the city received at the North Central 
Local Government Association (NCLGA).  “A big congratulations to everybody in the city for recognizing the 
importance of accessibility.” 

Measuring Up the North is a partnership between the NCLGA and the BC Paraplegic Association, and 
has a goal of eliminating barriers to the disabled and the elderly.  The Measuring Up the North Award of 
Excellence is awarded based on a municipality’s support and ingenuity to create a more livable, age-friendly 
community. 

Recent projects undertaken in the spirit of access include the new Dawson Creek Social Plan, Senior’s 
Park, Barriers Access Survey and a retrofit in the city hall washrooms.  The most recent project was the 
Sudeten Hall kitchen renovation 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

ACCESSIBILITY AWARD 

http://www.energeticcity.ca
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City News 

Few could have guessed the quality of performances currently being brought to Dawson Creek during the 
planning and building stages of the EnCana Events Centre, the facility’s general manager said. 

“It was really hard to imagine that we would really have the caliber of artist we have had go through he 
facility,” Ryan MacIvor of facility managers Global Spectrum told Dawson Creek Council.  “It speaks to the 
quality of the venue and the infrastructure, what it looks like … but it also goes to the people wanting to buy 
tickets.” 

In 2009, there were three sold-out events:  the FXM Motocross, Alan Jackson and Brooks and Dunn.  ZZ 
Top was within 200 seats of a sell-out. 

The centre was budgeted for 47 events in 2009 and came in five under with 42 events.  Over 60,000 
people went through the facility; many who travelled a great distance to attend the events. 

“We were drawing people from Yellowknife and the Yukon, and as far south as Vancouver and 
Lethbridge,” said MacIvor, who explained they track these statistics using credit-card receipts.  “We’re quite 
tickled that people are coming from these distances.” 

Chief Administrative Officer Jim Chute added that less than 45% of people using the centre are from 
Dawson Creek and area. 

“That was exactly what you were hoping to accomplish when you did this,” Chute told council.  “In 
specific to the Rage hockey team, for sporting events we’re actually drawing more people from Fort St John 
than from Dawson Creek.” 

Upcoming summer events include Reba McEntire, The Offspring, 3 Doors Down and Meatloaf. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 

ENCANA EVENTS CENTRE 

The South Peace Community Multiplex brought in an estimated $11 million to the local economy in 
2009, according to an economic analysis report present at city council. 

Tourism Dawson Creek working with Global Spectrum Facility Management analyzed three facilities — 
the EnCana Events Centre, the Lakota Agriplex, and the Kenn Borek Aquatic Centre.  The largest contributor 
is the Events Centre, generating nearly $7.4 million in direct spending from 32 staged events in 2009, three of 
which were sold out shows. 

The Aquatic Centre produced more than $1.5 million and the Agriplex about $400,000 in direct spending 
for the year. 

Ryan MacIvor, general manager for Global Spectrum Facility Management at the EnCana Event Centre 
said it is clear that the facility has had a significant impact on the community. 

“The numbers speak for themselves — that the number of events have a direct correlation to how much 
money is spent within the community.”  “The facility is a huge economic driver for the community and will 
provide huge economic benefits,” said MacIvor, noting also that 130 full-time equivalent jobs were created. 

Costing an estimated $60 million to build, the Multiplex, having generated $11 million in the first year of 
operation is a great number, said MacIvor, who was surprised by such a high amount.  “Those numbers have 
significant impacts to our community that ripple right through and I think it shows that after our first year this 
is what our benchmark is.” 

The statistics have validated the vision, which has now come to fruition, said MacIvor. 
Attendance levels at the pool and the fact that there is a waiting list to use the stalls and riding arena at the 

Agriplex, plus the upcoming events at the Events Centre, show that the complex has no intention of slowing 
its activity. 

MacIvor predicts that the gross economic impact will increase during the next few years, especially with 
the addition of the Jr. A hockey team, the Dawson Creek Rage, expected to host at least 27 events next season. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

MULTIPLEX 
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City News 
FAIR SHARE FUNDS 

Blair Lekstrom, Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources Ministry, and Peace River North MLA Pat 
Pimm came bearing gifts to the Peace River Regional District meeting in Dawson Creek. 

Cheques totaling over $31 million were issued to the municipalities and electoral districts from the Peace 
River Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) Fair Share program, signed in 2005. 

Fort St John will receive the largest portion of the funding — $14,194,432.  Dawson Creek will receive 
$9,832,478, Chetwynd will get $2,028,194, Tumbler Ridge receives $1,214,402, Pouce Coupe gets $750,236, 
Taylor gets $647,913, Hudson’s Hope gets $332,711 and each of the electoral districts get $467,559. 

The Fair Share program provides a minimum of $20 million per year, tied to rural industrial assessments.  
The funds are ‘grants in lieu’ of municipal industrial property taxes.  The program has now provided $152 
million in grants since the new MOU was signed in 2005 and around $270 million since Fair Share was first 
negotiated. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

WATER LEVELS 
The recent stretch of dry weather has initiated conservation talks across the province but Dawson Creek’s 

water supply remains at a good level, the director of operations said. 
“We’re early in the season and don’t need to worry too much yet,” Kevin Henderson said.  “The 

(Kiskatinaw) river level is good … reservoirs are all but full … our usage is good, at just over 2 million 
gallons a day.” 

Henderson said that amount would increase later in the season. 
Currently the provincial government is developing a drought response plan in anticipation of a dry 

summer.  This is based on the fact the snow pack has declined in many areas of BC due to warmer than 
average temperatures through April. 

In order to avoid drought problems, the province said these areas would need an above-average rainfall 
during May and June. 

The City of Dawson Creek currently 
has a Water Conservation Measure 
Bylaw. There are four stages of 
conservation rules with the first 
automatically coming into effect as of 
May 1. 

Under Level 1 conservation 
measures, a person must not water his or 
her lawn unless:  at premises with even-
numbered civic addresses, on 
Wednesdays and Saturdays; and at 
premises with odd-numbered civic 
addresses, on Thursdays and Sundays. 

Level 2 to 4 include increasingly 
strict rules governing water use leading 
up to bans on watering lawns, gardens, 
for washing, operating a car wash and 
hauling bulk water for non-potable use. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

Photo by New Harvest Media 
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Education 
May 2010 

PLAYING FOR CHANGE 
Students from South Peace Secondary’s civics class will be hosting a benefit concert at the Kiwanis 

Performing Arts Centre for the organization “Playing For Change”. 
Co-founded by Whitney Burditt and Mark Johnson, the goal of Playing For Change is to inspire, connect 

and bring peace to communities worldwide through music.  Their belief is that music can connect people 
through its power to transcend geographic, political economic and religious backgrounds.  The foundation has 
travelled the world, from Barcelona to Dublin, Jerusalem to New Orleans, promoting the message of peace 
and recording music.  Bob Marley serves as one of the major influences for the foundation and among 
countless others.  Bono has recently recorded with them on their latest album, “Songs Around the World”.  

Admission will be by donations, and all proceeds will go directly to the Playing For Change Foundation, 
which helps musicians globally by providing facilities, equipment and education programs dedicated to music. 
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ENERGY IN ACTION 
Children at Tremblay Elementary School got a lesson in environmental sustainability, as part of the 

Energy in Action program put on by the Canadian Association of Petroleum Producers (CAPP) along with a 
group of oil and gas companies. 

Grade 4, 5 and 6 students learned about the petroleum industry and environmental conservation, which 
goes hand in hand with what they are already learning in the classroom. 

“The program reinforces the curriculum by talking about petroleum, where it comes from, how we get it 
out of the ground and careful resource development,” said Laura Perry, co-ordinator of the Energy in Action 
program. 

This then leads to environmental stewardship and what it means, said Perry.  “Things such as taking care 
of the school yard, and also the community, by picking up garbage, recycling, weeding gardens, maintaining 
bird and bug habitats, so that they can continue to observe nature well into the future.” 

To further support the messages that CAPP presented to students, CAPP created an environmentally 
sustainable project: a medicine wheel — an outdoor garden, with roots in First Nations culture, complete with 
benches, plants and brick pathways.  The students, with a hand from volunteers, helped to finish the project by 
digging, planting and caring for the plants, trees and shrubs that will complete the wheel. 

“It will serve as an outdoor classroom … where teachers can go and have the kids sit and observe nature, 
watch weather patterns, look at soils, identify birds, like a naturalist would do,” said Perry.  “It really gives 
them an opportunity to spend time outside, which is a great learning environment.” 

CAPP also donated several environmental and landscaping books to the school, encouraging it to continue 
on in creating an environmental legacy. 
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ALBERTA BALLET 
Students at Canalta Elementary School got an inside look at the workings of a professional ballet 

company when Alberta Ballet’s Northern Tights Tour travelled through Dawson Creek.  For nearly 10 years 
the outreach program has given thousands of students the opportunity to learn about ballet and watch a live 
performance.  Students were taught about ballet’s history, learned about the various steps, were encouraged to 
ask questions and watched excerpts from major ballets like the Nutcracker.  The program is sponsored by 
EnCana and RBC. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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LIVING ON MARS 
Students at Ecole Frank Ross took a 100 million-kilometre field trip without leaving the school grounds. 
The gymnasium was transformed into the red planet and students were colonists, kept safe from the harsh 

climate in large insulating domes.  Research was carried out with the help of student-built and programmed 
Mars Rovers.  Elaborately designed leisure facilities ensure the young colonists were able to keep healthy and 
happy while completing their important research. 

The program is called “Canadian National Marsville” and this marked the completion of Valerie Long’s 
Grade 6 class’ National Research Council of Canada mission. 

For 18 years the council has challenged Grade 6 to 8 students to find ways to build colonies on Mars and 
taps into every young person’s desire to be an astronaut when he or she grows up. 

The students have been learning about the red planet since January.  Many of the studies involve 
comparisons to earth conditions including temperature, gravity and oxygen levels. 

Using that information, the students were challenged to design and build a life-support system for when 
they landed on Mars. 

The students also had the opportunity to build and program model Mars Rovers using Lego Robotics. 
Lego has come a long way since the simple interlocking coloured bricks of yesteryear.  Students used the 

school computers to download programs to their Lego Rovers, much like the Americans have done with the 
originals since successfully landing three Mars Rovers. 
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“Everyone has a right to belong” was one of the messages presented by the Dawson Creek Society for 
Community Living (DCSCL) during Access Awareness Day in Dawson Creek. 

Many people can easily be inhibited access to public buildings, washrooms, even just opening a door can 
be inaccessible, said Marla Reed, executive director of  the DCSCL. 

The provincial initiative celebrated the awareness of accessibility for all members of the community. 
Things like lower curbs, wider doors, easily turned doorknobs and traffic light chirpers can help people 

have access to places they might otherwise have difficulty getting to. 
Whether one is immobile or able-bodies, isolated or marginalized, uses a wheelchair or a walker, freedom 

of movement is important for everyone, said Reed. 
Access Awareness Day was celebrated with a free barbeque in partnership with the Measuring Up the 

North Committee, an organization made up of different groups that have accessibility issues such as physical, 
visual or hearing disabilities.  Raffle draws, a bake sale and a plant exchange were also part of the event in an 
effort to raise funds to purchase a van to help DCSCL members get around the city. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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Recreation & Leisure 

The 2010 Wheatbelt Baseball League is slated to start May 12th with seven teams including the addition 
of a new club out of Cecil Lake. 

Cecil Lake will join Dawson Creek, Fort St. John, Grande Prairie, Rycroft, Peace River, and Grimshaw in 
the senior men's hardball league. 

There will be no divisions and instead the organization will remain as one league, but the schedule will be 
unbalanced because there are seven teams. 

Teams will play a 20-game schedule but meet their local rivals more often than those opponents farther 
away, said Allan. 

For example, the three B.C. teams will play each other four times and the other four teams, all in Alberta, 
three times in the two-month season. 

The Cecil Lake team will play out of Fort St. John and that makes for a more manageable travel schedule 
for the local team. 

The league will begin play in the second week of May and by May 16, a Sunday when doubleheaders are 
traditionally held, all the teams will have been in action in single games or doubleheaders. 

The season is starting a week earlier than it did in 2009. Last year the WBL teams were on the diamonds 
from the third week of May until early August. This year, the league wants to make sure its season is over 
before any provincial championships. 
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WHEATBELT BASEBALL LEAGUE 

Spring has been very busy for the Dawson Creek Horse Club members, reports the organization. 
The club held Wednesday and Sunday lessons at the Lakota Agriplex. They began in October and ran 

until the end of April, while the club's clinics started in March. 
In the first weekend in March, the club had a Tara Norman Balanced Riding Clinic that saw 24 riders 

participate in this jumping and flat clinic. 
Robin Hahn, a former Olympian, was in Dawson Creek the following weekend for a jumping clinic with 

18 jumpers from Chetwynd, Dawson Creek, and Grande Prairie taking part. Robin has commented that 
Dawson Creek has some lovely horses and riders in this area. 

The end of March brought the extremely popular Bombproofing Clinic with southern Alberta's Kathleen 
Winfield instructing. 

This is a very popular clinic and everyone loves this clinic, say local club officials, as it has every kind of 
scary obstacle one would want his or her horse to see, including mattresses and the "wall of trust". 

There were 20 participants handling young, broke and unbroken horses. This is a clinic where even the 
spectators learned a lot. 

April saw Robin Hahn back again to teach jumping, and Tara Norman did another Balanced Riding clinic. 
Some of the club's future events include the Poker Ride to the Rimrocks in Alberta (May); a Dressage 

Clinic with Gennie Vlchek (May); and the Wild and Lawless Horse Show- English and Western (June). 
If anyone wants to participate, check out the club's website at www.dchorseclub.org. 
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Recreation & Leisure 

Dawson Creek’s Tyson McCallum is the top draft pick in the North American Hockey League and, 
fittingly enough, he was selected by the Rage, his hometown hockey team that will begin its inaugural season 
in September. 

The Rage won the right to pick first overall in the 28-team league and took the South Peace Secondary 
School student. 

The Rage’s other five picks were also at one of the three evaluation camps held this spring and all were 
players who have committed to the Jr. A team. 

1. Tyson McCallum (Prince George Cougars) 
2. Dakota Mason (Edmonton South Side Athletic Club) 
3. Carter Page (Calgary Flames AAA) 
4. Brett Zarazun (North Island Silver Tips) 
5. Karver Evarson (Comox Valley Glacier Kings Jr. B) 
6. Jon Johnannesson (Kenora Thistles AAA) 
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RAGE DRAFT CHOICES 

The Dawson Creek Harry Morrow Mixed Slo-Pitch League was recently granted approval from City 
Council to build a new playground adjacent to the ball diamonds and soccer fields at the Harry Morrow and 
Paul Loiselle Sports Fields. 

Member Clint Shuman explained equipment has already been ordered and volunteers from the community 
have donated their time and resources to construct the playground and install the surrounding chain link fence. 

Shuman said the project is only possible through the generous donations from businesses and individuals 
in the community. 

Construction is also ongoing on a bike park next to Rotary Lake. 
Cindy Fisher, who has been involved with the project because her children are mountain bikers, said the 

site has been cleared of debris, the existing park was leveled and some wooden ramps have been built, thanks 
to donations of equipment and materials from local businesses. 

She said the riders did much of the manual labour themselves. 
Northeast News 
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The curtain goes up on the first of six plays in five days at the Peace River Zone Theatre Festival. 
Besides getting the chance to move onto Mainstage 2010, the actors will get feedback from a professional 

adjudicator, an unique element in the regional festival. 
The annual festival, now in its 25th year, is a great opportunity for theatre communities to share with each 

other, said festival chair Jim Peltier. 
The festival over the years has provided many opportunities, he said. 
“It has opened doors for actors, we have had quite a few local actors that have gone onto theatre schools, 

both through the recognition they have received from local productions, at the zone level an at the provincial 
level too.  To be recognized as the best actor or actress opens doors for a lot of them.” 

The plays, from Tumbler Ridge, Dawson Creek, and Fort St John, will be competing in 12 different 
categories, including the top prize of best production.  Professional actor, director and educator Andrew 
McIlroy is being flown in to make those tough decisions. 

McIlroy will give feedback following each play and a more thorough, intensive assessment to the cast and 
crew of each production the following day in most cases. 
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PEACE RIVER ZONE THEATRE FESTIVAL 

Ten-gallon hats and sheriff stars were required attire at the 28th Annual Art Auction for the Dawson 
Creek Art Gallery.  The theme of the evening was “Hang ‘em High” and had the local art community 
swapping paint brushes for six-shooters.  The grand total of the art auction was around $19,000,including 
ticket sales, live and silent auction, bar and special draws. 
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