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The Dawson Creek Community Profile & 
Investment Guide and In the News are filled with 
information and statistical data.  Although every 
effort was made in good faith to ensure the 
accuracy of information contained herein, 
Dawson Creek Catholic Social Services accepts 
no warranty nor accepts liability from any 
incorrect, incomplete or misleading information 
or its improper use.  For more information, please 
contact The City of Dawson Creek at 250-784-
3600. 
 

Dawson Creek Catholic Social Services 
January 2010 

City of Dawson Creek 
For more information about the City of Dawson Creek, its 

inhabitants, lifestyle and businesses, please contact: 
 

Mayor Mike Bernier 
City of Dawson Creek 

P.O. Box 150, 
Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G4 

Phone:  250-784-3616 
Fax:  250-782-3203 

Email:  admin@dawsoncreek.ca 
http://www.dawsoncreek.ca/  

Photo by E. Mayoh 
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Northeastern BC Unemployment Rates   
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

2003 8.9 8.2 7.1 7.2 6.7 7.2 7.2 7.7 7.9 6.8 6.0 4.3 
2004 4.4 4.2 4.6 5.0 6.3 8.3 9.0 8.0 6.3 4.7 —* —* 
2005 4.9 4.5 5.0 4.1 5.4 5.2 4.9 4.2 4.4 4.4 —* —* 
2006 —* —* —* —* —* 4.4 —* —* 4.2 5.2 4.9 —* 
2007 —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* 

* The unemployment rate for Northeastern BC has been suppressed due to high sample variance. 

2008 —* —* —* 4.3 5.0 5.9 6.2 6.3 5.8 5.0 4.5 3.6 
2009 4.6 4.6 6.5 6.5 8.4 7.7 7.9 8.3 7.9 7.2 5.5 5.4 
2010 4.9 4.4 4.4 5.3 6.9 7.5 7.3      

Employment 
August  2010 

In July 2010 the unemployment rate in BC is 7.6% and 76.6% in Alberta.  
*— The unemployment rate for Northeastern BC has been suppressed due to high sample variance. 

 British Columbia’s unemployment rate shaved off 0.3 percentage points, dropping to 
7.5% (seasonally adjusted) in July. The decline in the province’s jobless rate was spurred by 
employment gains to the tune of 16,300 jobs (+0.7%). The increase was entirely driven by private 
sector (+2.0%), mainly for part-time jobs (+5.1%). Data Source: Statistics Canada 

 In terms of the source of job growth in July, the goods sector led the way as the 
number of jobs in goods-producing industries jumped 2.6 (seasonally adjusted) in 
July.  Agriculture (+7.5%), forestry, fishing & mining (+6.7%) and manufacturing (+5.4%) all 
posted significant workforce expansions.  

While overall employment in the service sector rose slightly (+0.3%), there were substantial 
declines in finance, insurance & real estate (-7.4%), health care & social assistance (-5.5%) and 
education (-3.5%). These weaker employment figures were offset by stronger job growth in 
transportation & warehousing (+7.0%), professional, scientific & technical services (+5.4%) and 
accommodation & food services (+2.4%). Data Source: Statistics Canada 

 Regionally, unemployment rates (3-month moving average, unadjusted) ranged from 
5.9% in Vancouver Island/Coast to 11.5% in North Coast/Nechako. North Coast/Nechako 
(-4.8%) was the only region that posted a lower employment, while, Thompson/Okanagan (+5.0%), 
Cariboo (+10.3%) and Northeast (+8.6%) registered the most significant increases. Data Source: 
Statistics Canada 

 Nationally, the country’s unemployment rate edged up 0.1 percentage points to 
8.0%.  Total employment changed only slightly in July as large-scale declines in the number of full-
time jobs (-139,000) were largely offset by increased part-time employment (+130,000). Employment 
retreated in Quebec (-0.5%), Saskatchewan (-0.4%) and Ontario (-0.2%). However, this was offset by 
gains made in the rest of country, primarily in BC (+0.7%) and Alberta (+0.4%). Data Source: Statistics 
Canada  

BC Stats Infoline Issue: 10-31August 6, 2010 

LABOUR FORCE 
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Construction 
BUILDING PERMITS 

For the months of June and July 2010, there 
were 38 building permits issued.  Total value of 
construction is $7,815,430.  The permits were 
issued for 12 single family dwellings, two duplexes, 
five multi-family, 12 garage/renovation, four 
commercial and three institutional.  For 2010, there 
have been 84 building permits issued.  Total value 
of construction is $29,009,781.  The permits were 
issued for 60 single family dwellings, seven multi-
family, three duplexes,  22 garage/renovation,  11 
commercial, six institutional and one industrial. 

Hwy No 2 approx 17.3 km south of Dawson 
Creek 

Construction and asphalt paving of a 1.8 
kilometre long northbound climbing lane; and 
asphalt paving of the Independent Road Intersection 
Improvements constructed by the Ministry. The 
work includes but is not necessarily limited to the 
following: Mobilization; Quality and Traffic 
Management; Aggregate Production and/or 
Placement; Supply and Apply Asphalt Levelling 
Course and Pavement; Pavement Marking, 
Shouldering, Site Restoration and Clean-up. (The 
Ministry's Landmark Kilometre Inventory locations 
is Segment 1195, km 17.4-19.2). 
AWARD 

Peter's Bros Construction Ltd 
716 Okanagan Ave E 
Penticton BC V2A 3K6  
Phone: 250-492-2626  
Fax: 250-493-4464 
$2,862,001 

Journal of Commerce 

BLOCKLINE ROAD CLIMBING 
LANE 

RESERVOIR 
Pouce Coupe 

The work consists of supplying & installing 
new valves, fittings, piping, access road, re-
chlorination equipment and building. 
AWARD 

Mass Construction Ltd 
485 Racing Rd, PO Box 4521 
Quesnel BC V2J 5G9  
Phone: 250-991-8187  
Fax: 250-747-3612 
$585,942 

Journal of Commerce 

SWAN LAKE BRIDGE 
REPLACEMENT 

Replace the existing 29.5m timber bridge and 
replace with a 30m 3 span bridge consisting of 
timber superstructure and a steel and timber sub-
structure. It will also include a bicycle rail and 
approach tie-ins to the new bridge. 
LOW BID 

Surespan Construction Ltd 
#301 38 Fell Ave 
North Vancouver BC V7P 3S2  
Phone: 604-998-1133 
Fax 604-998-1132 
$716,736 

Journal of Commerce 

HWY 97 ROADWORK 
Improve the overhead clearance for Highway 

97 under the CNR West Pine Overhead 
Construction of a retaining wall to contain the CNR 
embankment. Re-construction of approximately 380 
metres of Highway 97. 
OUT TO TENDER 

Journal of Commerce 
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N.A.R. MUSEUM 
FOUNDATION STABILIZATION 
900 Alaska Ave, Dawson Creek 

The successful proponent will deconstruct and 
remove the existing structure from the site including 
the following: Remove exterior cladding down to 
the structural steel; Salvage all steel, including 
beams and roof trusses; Deliver all cladding and 
steel beams to City Yards; Deliver all concrete to 
the City lagoons area; Remove and deliver hot tub 
and controls to City Yards. Work under this contract 
includes, but is not necessarily limited to the 
complete dismantling and sorting of debris from the 
structure, removal of debris. After the 
deconstruction is complete, the City will import 
clean fill and compact the site, in conjunction with 
the landscaping. 
OUT TO TENDER 

Journal of Commerce 

August  2010 

Construction 

Reclaimed Water Project, Sewage 
Treatment Plant, Dawson Creek 

Proposed construction of a reclaimed water 
treatment facility. This facility will treat effluent 
water to be used by oil and gas industries situated in 
the City of Dawson Creek. The water from this 
facility is non-potable and will only be used by oil 
and gas industries and other related facilities. 

$10,000,000 estimated construction cost. 
PREBID 

Journal of Commerce 

WASTE WATER TREATMENT 
PLANT 

Photo by New Harvest Media 
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OIL & GAS SALE 

As of August 3, 2010, there were 38 rigs drilling, 16 released 
and 8 rigs prepped to spud. 

Oil & Gas Commission 

ACTIVE OIL RIGS 

NUMBER OF WELLS 
DRILLED IN BC  

1999 627 

2000 777 

2001 882 

2002 646 

2003 1049 

2004 1213 

2005 1376 

2006 1416 

2007 899 

2008 882 

2009 592 

Oil & Gas Commission 

2010 501 

OIL & GAS SALES 

BC’s 2009 year-end total was $892.9 
million as 389,664 hectares were 

auctioned off at an average of $2,291 
per hectare. 

Total 2008 - $2.66 billion 

Total 2006 - $629.85 million 

Total 2005 - $533.99 million 

Total 2004 - $232 million 

Total 2003 - $646.68 million 

Total 2002 - $288.54 million 

Total 2001 - $439.47 million 

Total 2000 - $248.24 million 

Total 1999 - $176.17 million 
Nickle’s Energy Group 

Total 2007 - $1.047 billion 

August  2010 

Energy 

The August 2010 natural gas and petroleum sale resulted in 
over $98 million in bonus bids for 68 parcels covering 31 052 
hectares for an average price of 3,160/hectare. 

The total sales for this calendar year are $760 million. In the 
same period in 2009, total sales were $321.8 million. 

 August 2009 $37 million 
 August 2008 $501.76 million 
 August 2007 $149.05 million 
 August 2006 $4.59 million 
 August 2005 $19.96 million 
 August 2004 $9.0 million 
 August 2003 $22.3 million 
 August 2002 $16.44 million 
 August 2001 $44.61 million 
 August 2000 $21.61 million 
 August 1999 $35.7 million 
 August 1998 $7.3 million 
 August 1997 $13.3 million 

Government of BC  

Murphy Oil Corporation posted strong Canadian 
production growth in the second quarter of 2010. 

In the Montney play in British Columbia they continue to 
drive down drilling and completion costs, while producing strong 
well results. 

They have 6 rigs operating in Canada -- 5 in the Montney 
and 1 at Seal. Construction of their 180-mmcf-per-day-capacity 
gas plant at Tupper West is well underway with first gas expected 
in the first half of 2011. 

June Warren Nichols Energy Group 

MURPHY OIL 
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Energy 
NOVA GAS PIPELINE 

TransCanada has started construction on the first pipeline to cross the Alberta-BC. border, which will 
connect natural gas supplies in the Montney shale gas formation in northeast BC to the Alberta System. 

“This is the first pipeline we have built into northern British Columbia under NOVA Gas 
Transmission Ltd. (NGTL),” said TransCanada project manager Sandeep Mann. 

TransCanada’s wholly owned subsidiary, (NGTL), began construction on the Groundbirch pipeline 
project on Aug 6. 

The project involves the construction of about 77 kilometres of 36-inch diameter natural gas pipeline, 
from a new connection on the Gordondale Lateral, near the existing Gordondale Meter Station on the Alberta 
System. 

It is about 11 kilometres east of Bay Tree, Alberta, and will go to a meter station in the Groundbirch area 
in northeast BC, about 37 km northwest of Dawson Creek.  The pipeline will cover 18.5 km in Alberta and 
58.5 km in BC. It will extend the existing TransCanada Alberta System to connect to sweet natural gas in BC. 

Mann said TransCanada doesn’t anticipate any major challenges to construction in Alberta because the 
pipeline is being built on farmland. 

“In BC, we have two major horizontal directional drills,” said Mann.  “This represents a challenge in the 
sense that these are our largest activities for construction hours.” 

To get the pipeline across the Pouce Coupe River, a 1.4 kilometre long hole will be drilled in about two 
months. 

The Kiskatinaw River will be crossed by drilling a 700 metre long hole, which will take about one month. 
The drilling rig begins by boring a 12 inch pilot hole and then the diameter of the hole is increased 

gradually. The final hole must be drilled to a diameter of 54 inches to pull a 36 inch pipeline. 
North American Construction Group is the prime contractor on the $200 million project. 
The four metre stations on the project are being built by Resolute Oilfield Contracting Ltd. 
During the peak construction period, North American Construction will have about 285 workers on 

the project, while TransCanada will have 50-60 workers. The project is scheduled for completion by 
November 2010. 

Journal of Commerce 

The Peace River Regional District board voted to approve a joint proposal from Aspen Grove 
Property Services and New Harvest Media to operate the Independent Land Information and Advocacy 
Office (Farmers' Advocate) in Dawson Creek. 

The terms of the contract are to provide the service for the next 18 months on a budget of $240,000, 
which is funded jointly by the regional district and provincial government. The role of the Farmers' Advocate 
will be to provide rural residents of the Peace with information, advice and support to "promote a greater 
degree of equity and fairness in the business negotiation process," and to "improve the relationship between 
rural residents and the oil and gas sector." 

The Farmers' Advocate Office will show landowners how to research case law and apply that information 
to their own cases when dealing with the Mediation and Arbitration Board or the courts. 

The office won't directly represent landowners in dealings with companies or with the Mediation and 
Arbitration Board. 

Northeast News 

FARMER’S ADVOCATE 
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Tucked away in the upper north-eastern corner of the province, the Northeast Development Region is 
among British Columbia’s largest geographical divisions, encompassing nearly one quarter (22%) of the 
province within its borders. 

Northeast is made up of two regional districts, Peace River and Northern Rockies, which together account 
for less than 2% of BC’s population.  Perhaps it is because of its relatively remote location and its wide-open 
spaces that tourists are drawn to the area. Outdoor activities such as hiking, white-water rafting and fishing 
make the region an attractive location for travelers looking for a unique opportunity to “get away”. 
Room revenues 

The recent global economic downturn put intense pressure on British Columbia’s accommodation 
industry and Northeast was no exception.  In 2009, room revenues in Northeast slumped 12%, matching the 
overall drop in revenues seen across BC. Weaker revenues (-2.7%, seasonally adjusted) recorded during the 
first quarter of 2010 suggests that recovery remains an ongoing effort. However, notwithstanding the sharp 
decline in activity, room revenues in Northeast have risen quickly over the past decade.  In fact, room 
revenues have surged by more than 130% between 2000 and 2009, an increase that was six times larger than 
the provincial average (+21.3%) and well above the level of revenue growth registered in regional neighbors 
Cariboo (+26.5%) and Nechako (+24.6%). 

In line with its remote location and relatively small population base, Northeast’s share of the province’s 
accommodation market is also small.  In 2009, Northeast accounted for just 4% of BC’s total room revenues 
making it the fifth largest contributor out of eight development regions.  However, Northeast’s share has 
slowly grown, roughly doubling from the 2% share recorded a decade ago. 
Accommodation types 

In 2009, there were 77 accommodation properties in Northeast, marginally lower than the 78 properties 
registered in the previous year. Since 2000, the number of properties in the region has varied only slightly. 

The need to accommodate workers in remote regions is largely reflected in revenues earned by special 
work camps set up to accommodate workers in the region’s forestry, mining and oil & gas industries; a 
significant percentage of all room revenues earned in Northeast were generated by such camps. The remaining 
revenues were earned at small-to-medium sized hotels and motels. 
Seasonal pattern 

Unlike every other region in the province, accommodations in Northeast have their “busy season” during 
the first quarter (January to March) of each year. 

Between 2000 and 2009 the first three months of the year accounted for roughly one third (31%) of all 
revenues recorded. The typical “summer season” (June to August), on the other hand, accounted for less than 
one quarter (24%) of total annual revenues earned. On a provincial level, the picture is reversed. The “summer 
season” brings in well over one third of BC’s revenues (36%), while the period from January to March yields 
less than one quarter (21%) of total annual receipts. 

While Northeast certainly has winter-based activities available for travellers such as skiing and 
snowmobiling, it is more likely that the seasonal pattern observed in Northeast is linked to rising and falling 
employment levels. 
Urban centres 

In 2009, half of Northeast’s revenues were earned in two urban centres: Dawson Creek (25%) and Fort St. 
John (25%). 

“The Energetic City”, Fort St. John certainly experienced an energetic period of growth in room revenues 
during the first half of the last decade.  Between 2000 and 2004, total room revenues had doubled (+92.6%) 
and nearly tripled (+170%) by the end of 2006. However, in the years following, room revenues have slumped 
considerably, falling 15.7% in 2007 and dipping another 4.7% in 2008. As was the case in the rest of the 

(Continued on page 9) 

August  2010 

Tourism 
ROOM REVENUES IN THE NORTHEAST DEVELOPMENT 
REGION 
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Tourism 
ROOM REVENUES IN THE NORTHEAST DEVELOPMENT 
REGION 

province, poor economic conditions made for a particularly tough year for the local accommodation industry 
in 2009 when revenues plummeted 21.3%. However, despite weaker revenues, the number of accommodation 
establishments has remained largely unchanged. 

Located at the beginning of the famed Alaska Highway and known as “Mile 0 City”, Dawson Creek 
registered a slowdown in revenues from 2000 to 2002. Between 2003 and 2006, however, revenues soared 
(+181%) and by 2009, room receipts were more than three times (+208%) the level recorded at the start of the 
decade. Unlike Fort St. John and the rest of the Northeast region, room revenues continued to inch ahead 
during the turbulent economic climate present in 2008 (+6.4%) and 2009 (+1.8%). Perhaps because of these 
stronger revenue figures, the number of accommodation establishments within Dawson Creek has increased 
slightly. 
Conclusion 

Northeast is unique among the regions of British Columbia and not only for its sheer size. Unlike many 
other regions in BC, its accommodation industry has strong historical links with the ebb and flow of seasonal 
employment. 

Commensurate with a small population, Northeast’s contributions to provincial room revenues are modest 
compared to other, more densely populated regions. However, recent years has brought rapid room revenue 
growth, which has far exceeded expansions recorded in neighboring regions as well as the provincial average. 

BC Stats Infoline Issue: 10-33 August 20, 2010 

(Continued from page 8) 

Tourist season is not quite over yet, but the numbers are looking good, said tourism development 
coordinator Dustin Bodnaryk. 

The preliminary numbers show that tourists are starting their trips earlier as April saw a five per cent 
increase in visitors from April 2009.” 

The month of May was down by 4%, but June was 3.5% higher than last year, and July was up 15%. 
Bodnaryk expects the trend to continue, as August and September are normally busy months for European 

visitors. 
Dawson Creek's visitors centre is the second most visited next to Prince Rupert that has its visitors centre 

strategically located in the port where cruise ships and ferries dock. 
Tourism Dawson Creek also tracks the number of people visiting the Alaska Highway House (+6%) and 

the number of groups that travel by bus or in a caravan. 
In 2009 there were 20 caravans that passed through the Mile 0 City. This year there have been 27 so far. 
Twenty-nine bus tours came to Dawson Creek last summer, and 27 have passed through to date. 
Tourism Dawson Creek also communicates with hotels and RV parks in the area to track how many 

people are staying over.  "Our hotels have reported great occupancy throughout the summer and our RV parks 
have been full as well," Bodnaryk said. 

American visitors are still coming in droves to make the Alaska Highway trip. 
"We're quite fortunate in that way that it's still such an iconic excursion, not just to travel the Alaska 

Highway, but to make it to Alaska," Bodnaryk said. 
Tourism Dawson Creek plans to reveal a full tourism report to city council at the end of August, which 

should give a more detailed reflection of how well the industry did this summer. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 

TOURISM NUMBERS 
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PEACE RIVER COAL 
Reports in August said that Peace River Coal Ltd., which owns the Trend metallurgical coal mine and 

several other development projects near the Northeastern BC town of Tumbler Ridge, has narrowed the field 
of potential suitors to a handful of names, almost a year after the 75-per-cent owner of the joint venture, U.K.-
based mining giant Anglo American PLC, announced it was putting it up for sale. 

This follows a first round of bidding, under which more than 60 companies from around the world 
reportedly expressed interest in Peace River Coal, whose price tag could run north of $500-million. The sale is 
expected to be completed before the end of 2010. 

While the names on Peace River’s short list haven’t been made public, UBS Securities Canada Inc. 
analyst Chris Lichtenheldt suggested that three Canadian miners -- Teck Resources Ltd., Western Coal 
Corp. and Grande Cache Coal Corp. -- could be in the running. All three operate in the same area as 
Peace River Coal’s properties, offering attractive operating synergies that might prove a deal-clincher for a 
winning bid. 

Quoting a report this week from industry news and data provider McCluskey’s, Mr. Lichtenheldt wrote 
that the remaining bidders for Peace River are also believed to include “at least one Chinese operation, along 
with one Indian group and one Japanese group.” 

Spokesmen for both Western Coal and Grande Cache indicated that their firms had expressed interest in 
Peace River Coal in the first round of bidding, but declined to say whether they have made the short list of 
bidders for the second round. (Teck didn’t provide a comment.) “We have taken a look at the assets, yes. 
That’s about all we can say about it. We’re bound by confidentiality agreements,” said David Jan, head of 
investor relations at Western Coal. 

The potential foreign buyers are believed to be steel mills looking to lock up supplies of metallurgical 
coal, a vital raw material in the steel-making process. (South Korea’s Posco is among the steel makers 
mentioned as possible bidders.) But unlike the Canadian coal producers in the region, these companies would 
be operating Peace River as a stand-alone entity, without complementary operations in the region that would 
help keep operating costs down. 

That may be critical in the bidding process for Peace River, as its existing operations are relatively high-
cost for the industry, with cash costs of about $130 to $140 (U.S.) a tonne. Contract prices for high-quality 
coking coal are running at about $225 a tonne for the current quarter, but sluggish demand over the summer 
has analysts expecting that the price could dip below $200 for the next quarter -- and some analysts see them 
heading back toward $150 over the long term. 

The synergies of the acquisition might be particularly compelling for Western Coal, which has several 
mines within spitting distance of Trend and has a processor in the area that is operating at only a little over 
half its capacity. 

Western Coal also co-owns the promising Belcourt-Saxon development project with Peace River, which 
could prove the jewel of the acquisition. The proven and probable reserves on the properties, at 86.6 million 
tonnes, are almost four times the reserves at the Trend property, and are roughly equal to the reserves on all of 
Western Coal’s other British Columbia assets combined. 

Teck, the biggest of the three, would have the least trouble absorbing the expense of such an acquisition. 
However, the company has said that it has plenty of internal growth potential to invest its money in, and would 
need a “pretty compelling” reason to expand through acquisition. 

For Grande Cache, though, the deal would be a stretch. The upper range of the anticipated purchase price 
could exceed the company’s entire market capitalization, which is slightly more than $500-million (Canadian). 

Globe & Mail 

August  2010 

Mining 
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Sawmills in British Columbia posted another year-over-year increase in June as lumber production rose 
13.4%. While Interior mills pushed production ahead 12.0%, Coastal mills ramped up lumber output by a 
substantial 25.4%. Nationally, sawmills registered a 22.1% increase in lumber production in June with strong 
gains in Nova Scotia (+90.1%), Quebec (+37.9%), New Brunswick (+35.5%) and Alberta (+25.7%). Data 
Source: SC Cat. no. 35-003-X 

BC Stats Infoline Issue: 10-31August 6, 2010 

Mining 

SAWMILL PRODUCTION 

More than 220 people are getting their jobs back two years after a northern Interior B.C. pulp mill closed 
its doors. 

The Mackenzie Pulp Mill in Mackenzie, B.C., is officially reopening on Tuesday, welcoming 
employees with a ribbon-cutting ceremony. 

Paper Excellence, a Netherlands-based company, says an estimated 500 spinoff jobs will also be 
created as the mill goes back into high gear. 

Two hundred and forty workers were idled when the mill closed in the spring of 2008, just months after 
the bankruptcy of U.S. forest company Pope and Talbot. 

Worthington Properties then bought the mill from Pope and Talbot, but in January 2009, the B.C. 
government stepped in to maintain the facility after the company failed to pay maintenance workers. 

In Mackenzie, four mills have closed in recent years, leading to large job losses. Mayor Stephanie Killam 
said the new investment has created a renewed sense of pride in the community. 

The mill, 180 kilometres north of Prince George, is Canada's most northerly softwood market kraft pulp 
mill and can produce up to 235,000 tonnes of pulp annually. 

Read more: http://www.cbc.ca/canada/british-columbia/story/2010/08/17/bc-mackenzie-pulp-mill-reopens-cp.html#ixzz0wsU5J2Av 
The Canadian Press 

DUTCH COMPANY REOPENS BC PULP MILL 

BC COAL PRODUCTION 
Year-over-year, coal production in British Columbia jumped nearly two-thirds (+63.4%) in May 2010. 

BC accounts for roughly one-third of total Canadian coal production with roughly 95% destined for use in 
metallurgical processes. Data Source: Statistics Canada 

BC Stats Infoline Issue: 10-31August 6, 2010 

Forestry 

http://www.cbc.ca/canada/british-columbia/story/2010/08/17/bc-mackenzie-pulp-mill-reopens-cp.html#ixzz0wsU5J2Av
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The City of Dawson Creek, B.C., and Shell recently reached an agreement to build the City's Reclaimed 
Water Plant (RWP). This 10-year agreement is subject to elector approval. 

The RWP will treat effluent currently released into the Dawson Creek to a standard suitable for industrial 
and municipal uses. This includes oil and gas production, dust control on roads and the watering of sports 
fields. 

The use of reclaimed water will end the consumption of the City's potable water for industrial purposes 
and will significantly reduce the amount drawn from the Kiskatinaw watershed. 

"We all recognize the importance of water and the need to find long-term solutions for using such a 
limited resource," said Mike Bernier, Mayor of Dawson Creek. "So we are very pleased with this agreement. 
It's an opportunity that benefits both the people of Dawson Creek and local industry." 

Shell Development Manager Manuel Willemse said, "We were able to reach this agreement because our 
values are closely aligned with the City of Dawson Creek. The City and Shell both care about sustainability, 
and this agreement allows us to reduce our environmental footprint. 

Shell will provide $9.75 million towards the cost of the project and the City will provide an estimated 
$1.5 million. Shell will retain the rights to the first 3,400 cubic metres per day of the reclaimed water and the 
City will have the rights for the next 1,100 cubic metres per day. Any further product above this will be evenly 
split between Shell and the City, with Shell paying for its share. 

The City will fund its portion of the project out of its utility reserve accounts and will use the commercial 
sales of its allotment to recover construction and operating costs. The sale of the City's portion of reclaimed 
water could result in revenues of more than $1 million per year. 

This upgrade to the City's infrastructure will meet future provincial and federal regulations for using 
reclaimed water and treatment of waste. Without this new agreement, the City could be facing a substantial 
investment in future sewer infrastructure. 

With the RWP agreement, Shell will proceed with the construction of a pipeline to transport the water 
from the RWP to the Groundbirch area (pending consultation and regulatory approval). Shell plans to use the 
reclaimed water and recycled production water in its drilling operations. 

The RWP will reduce the amount of surface water used for Shell's development activities and as a result, 
minimize the impact on local water sources. 

Public consultation will begin with a town hall meeting on September 13. 
Water Canada 

City News 
RECLAIMED WATER PLANT 

STAGE 4 WATER RESTRICTIONS WORKING 
Just one day after Stage 4 of the city's water conservation bylaw came into effect, water use has 

significantly decreased. 
"We're keeping track on a daily basis of all our water, so as of yesterday [Thursday], the first day of Stage 

4, we were down to 1.58 million gallons, so we're down below our two million right in the first day," said 
Mayor Mike Bernier. 

The city's current water permit only allows two million gallons of water to be pumped out of the 
Kiskatinaw River. 

The city's water usage just before Stage 4 was implemented was about two-and-a-half million gallons - 
more than what was allowed. 

"I want to give a big thank you to the community from myself and from council," said Bernier. 
"We were forced into this situation with Mother Nature and the provincial government lowering our 

[water pumping] permits and the city has certainly responded. Way to go." 
To view the city's daily water usage check out www.dawsoncreek.ca. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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PIGEONS RACE FOR GOOD CAUSE 
Raising money for good causes both local and international is for the birds - pigeons, to be .exact. 
The Rotary Clubs of Dawson Creek are holding their fifth annual Rotary Pigeon Racing Circuit, a series 

of four races from different locations in Alberta to Pouce Coupe. 
Race organizer Ed Pietila said they have 100 businesses that have purchased and registered pigeons for 

the races, the most they've ever had for the circuit. 
"It's getting bigger and bigger," he said. "I believe the first- year we had it, we only had 50 pigeons sold, 

so it's getting bigger every year." 
He said the birds have been divided up into three pools. There are prizes for the fastest pigeon in each 

individual race and prizes for the fastest combined time in the four races. 
Pietila said the money will go towards various projects around the community, like extending the walking 

trail so it can join up with the Multiplex, and to causes the Rotary Clubs support, such as palliative care. 
He added they also contribute to international causes such as a literacy program in Belize and a polio 

eradication campaign. 
The birds are raised by Lance Jones, a member of the South Peace Racing Club, at his home in Pouce 

Coupe. He explained each bird has two bands attached to their legs - one to identify them, and one to record 
when the bird returns to the coop. He said when a bird walks over a sensor on the door of the coop, that bird's 
number and time are recorded electronically. 

He said the birds can average 90 kilometres an hour for about 12 hours, although they'll travel faster or 
slower depending on wind direction. He said some of his older birds have made it home in five hours from 
Edmonton and seven hours from Calgary, with a favourable tailwind. Jones said besides weather, electrical 
wires can be a hazard when the birds are flying. He said hawks will ambush the pigeons just as they are taking 
off or landing, but normally can't catch them when they're airborne. However, he said he didn't lose any birds 
last year. 

Jones has older birds that have won provincial and national awards, and he said breeding pigeons to race 
is much like raising thoroughbred horses, in that the winners tend to come from the same pedigree. 

Northeast News 
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Kelly “The King” Sutherland won his fifth Battle of the North Chuckwagon Championship when he won 
the final dash, crossing the finish line in a time of 1:15:21 from barrel position 2 Sunday at Dawson Creek. 

High River’s Jason Glass was second in the dash.  He came out of barrel three and crossed the finish line 
at 1:16:61.  Jerry Bremer was third and Colt Cosgrove finished fourth as a result of tipping over a barrel. 

Sutherland also won the five day aggregate with a total time of 6:23.54. 
There are 36 drivers chasing Kelly Sutherland in the World Professional Chuckwagon Association’s 

standings.  He sits in first place with 1,03.5 points.  
There are three more stops on the tour before the finals in Edmonton on the Labour Day weekend. 

Okotoks Western Wheel 

CHUCKWAGON RACES 

After the slack performance on Thursday when the winds were gusty and the temperatures rather chilly, 
some of the Dawson Creek rodeo organizers were a little worried the weather wouldn't co-operate for the 
busier Friday, Saturday and Sunday performances. 

No problem. The rodeo gods were smiling on Dawson Creek's annual contest as the area enjoyed three 
days of beautiful, rain-free weather and along with the fine weather Wednesday it made for an enjoyable 
experience for anyone who showed up to watch five nights of chuckwagon racing and a weekend of rodeo 
action. 

"It turned out beautiful. Thursday I was a little bit worried. It was cold and windy, but we got four good 
days out of five and you can't really beat that," said Terry Cooke, one of the organizers. 

And close to 300 cowboys and cowgirls — most of them entered in the Friday-Sunday performances — 
competed under sunny skies and in temperatures that were close to 30C. A handful who could not be slotted 
into the three main performances took part in Thursday's slack performance. 

Those 300 made it the biggest pro rodeo in Dawson Creek and one of the best this side of the Canada-U.S. 
border. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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SEALS WIN REGIONALS 
The Dawson Creek Seals gave their coach a memorable going-away present. 
In her final season coaching the local summer swim club, Genevieve Jin saw the Seals wrap up the last of 

the local swim meets by winning the title of the regional championship held this past weekend at the Kenn 
Borek Aquatic Centre. 

That makes it four titles in six meets and one of the best seasons in recent memory. 
The Seals placed third twice this season; once in Prince George to open the season and later on in 

Quesnel. 
But they had the most points in their home meet in early June to win the title and turned things up a notch 

and dominated July with titles in Mackenzie and Fort Nelson. 
About 56 Seals competed at the regionals and welcomed visiting swimmers from Mackenzie, Fort Nelson, 

Quesnel and Prince George. 
Dawson Creek qualified about 25 swimmers to attend the BC summer swimming championships in 

Kamloops. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 
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Peace Fest will once again showcase some of the best musical talent the BC and Alberta Peace Region has 
to offer, in Dawson Creek on Aug. 21. 

The music festival starts at noon at the Pioneer Village and will feature performances from over a dozen 
acts. 

Jonathan Simmons, the organizer behind the first Peace Fest in Pouce Coupe several years ago, said the 
goal has always been to showcase local talent, while raising money for a good cause. 

"We actually did it as a fundraiser for an orphanage in Africa," he said. "It was just an excuse to play 
some music and raise some money for a good cause and that's how it all started." 

Since then, organizers have picked a different cause every year. Last year, proceeds went to local Special 
Olympics athletes, and this year, the money raised will go towards building the new Calvin Kruk Centre for 
the Arts downtown. 

Simmons said through years of networking, and through word of mouth, he was able to pull together a 
diverse group of performers from a variety of genres, from folk and traditional music, to country and rock and 
roll. He said to mix it up a little this year, those acts will take part in a songwriters' circle. 

The festival this year has a distinctly youthful vibe, as some up-and-comers like the Morgan McGowan 
Band, the Rockabilly Rebels and the Amoebacorns will join some of the veterans of the local scene like Jamie 
Knyx and the Potluck in the Basement Singers. "It's a really good opportunity not only for people to see what 
the young people are doing, but it's a good opportunity for those young people to feel what it's like to perform, 
in somewhat of a smaller venue, before they sort of spread their wings and get out there," he said. 

A huge prize incentive to draw people out doesn't hurt either. At 8 p.m., the winner of the Kiwanis 
Performing Arts Centre's raffle will be drawn, and that person will have their choice of taking $25,000 in cash, 
or their choice of one of three brand new vehicles from Brown's Chevrolet. 

The Northern Environmental Action team will once again host an "eco fair" in conjunction with the 
concert. Local vendors will be selling environmentally-friendly arts and handicrafts and there will be 
information booths for those who want to learn more about environmental sustainability. 
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