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The Dawson Creek Community Profile & 
Investment Guide and In the News are filled with 
information and statistical data.  Although every 
effort was made in good faith to ensure the 
accuracy of information contained herein, 
Dawson Creek Catholic Social Services accepts 
no warranty nor accepts liability from any 
incorrect, incomplete or misleading information 
or its improper use.  For more information, please 
contact The City of Dawson Creek at 250-784-
3600. 
 

Dawson Creek Catholic Social Services 
January 2010 

City of Dawson Creek 
For more information about the City of Dawson Creek, its 

inhabitants, lifestyle and businesses, please contact: 
 

Mayor Mike Bernier 
City of Dawson Creek 

P.O. Box 150, 
Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G4 

Phone:  250-784-3616 
Fax:  250-782-3203 

Email:  admin@dawsoncreek.ca 
http://www.dawsoncreek.ca/  
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Northeastern BC Unemployment Rates   
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

2003 8.9 8.2 7.1 7.2 6.7 7.2 7.2 7.7 7.9 6.8 6.0 4.3 
2004 4.4 4.2 4.6 5.0 6.3 8.3 9.0 8.0 6.3 4.7 —* —* 
2005 4.9 4.5 5.0 4.1 5.4 5.2 4.9 4.2 4.4 4.4 —* —* 
2006 —* —* —* —* —* 4.4 —* —* 4.2 5.2 4.9 —* 
2007 —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* 

* The unemployment rate for Northeastern BC has been suppressed due to high sample variance. 

2008 —* —* —* 4.3 5.0 5.9 6.2 6.3 5.8 5.0 4.5 3.6 
2009 4.6 4.6 6.5 6.5 8.4 7.7 7.9 8.3 7.9 7.2 5.5 5.4 
2010 4.9 4.4 4.4 5.3 6.9 7.5 7.3 6.8     

Employment 
September  2010 

In August 2010 the unemployment rate in BC is 7.8% and 6.6% in Alberta.  
*— The unemployment rate for Northeastern BC has been suppressed due to high sample variance. 

 British Columbia’s unemployment rate inched down 0.2 percentage points to 7.3% 
(seasonally adjusted) in August. The slight decrease in the rate was the result of job 
growth  (+5,400, up 0.2% from July), paired with relatively no change in the size of the labour 
force.  Employment in goods-producing industries declined slightly (-1.3%), pulled down by job losses in 
construction (-2.5%) and manufacturing (-2.6%). In the service sector, employment showed more strength 
(+0.6%), as health care and social assistance (+6.3%) and finance, real estate, & leasing (+6.0%) took on 
more workers. Job losses in other industries, including business, building & other support services (-
9.2%) transportation & warehousing (-4.9%), and accommodation & food services (-3.3%) mitigated 
much of the increase. Data Source: Statistics Canada 

 Among the regions, jobless rates ranged from 6.4% (3-month moving average, 
unadjusted) in Vancouver Island/Coast to 10.8% in North Coast/Nechako. Kootenay 
(10.2%) was the only other region where the unemployment rate was in the double digits. 
However, jobless rates have been climbing in many other parts of the province, and were also well above 
the provincial average in Cariboo (8.4%). Data Source: Statistics Canada 

 Canada’s unemployment rate edged up in August, rising to 8.1% (+0.1 percentage point 
seasonally adjusted). The increase was the result of labour force growth (+0.3%) that slightly 
outpaced job gains (+0.2%) at the national level. Unemployment rates rose in most parts of the country. 
While BC’s rate was the highest in western Canada, it was only slightly more than Alberta’s (6.5%). 
Saskatchewan (4.8%) and Manitoba (5.6%) continued to boast the lowest jobless rates in the country. 
Data Source: Statistics Canada 

 This year’s summer labour market appears to have been a challenging one for job-
seeking students. Between May and August, the average unemployment rate (unadjusted) among 
students (aged 15 to 24) who were attending school full-time in March and planning to return to school in 
the fall was 17.7%, notably higher than in the summer of the previous two years (16.0% in 2009 and 
10.6% in 2008). Data Source: Statistics Canada 

 The jobless rate among BC’s off-reserve Aboriginal youth was considerably lower this 
summer than in the summer of 2009. The unemployment rate among Aboriginal youth (aged 15 to 
24) was 20.5% in August (3-month moving average, unadjusted), down from 23.6% over the same 
months of 2009. However, the primary reason for the improvement in the jobless rate was lower labour 
force participation among Aboriginal youth. Data Source: Statistics Canada 

BC Stats Infoline Issue: 10-36 September 10, 2010 

LABOUR FORCE 
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Construction 

900 Alaska Ave, Dawson Creek 
The successful proponent will deconstruct and 

remove the existing structure from the site including 
the following: Remove exterior cladding down to 
the structural steel; Salvage all steel, including 
beams and roof trusses; Deliver all cladding and 
steel beams to City Yards; Deliver all concrete to 
the City lagoons area; Remove and deliver hot tub 
and controls to City Yards. Work under this contract 
includes, but is not necessarily limited to the 
complete dismantling and sorting of debris from the 
structure, removal of debris. After the 
deconstruction is complete, the City will import 
clean fill and compact the site, in conjunction with 
the landscaping. 
AWARD 

Hegge Construction Ltd 
620 114 Ave, PO Box 126 
Dawson Creek BC V1G 4G3 
Phone: 250-782-1282  
Fax: 250-782-3183 

Journal of Commerce 

N.A.R. MUSEUM 
FOUNDATION STABILIZATION 

STORM SEWER 
REPLACEMENT 
Dawson Creek 

Requesting quotations for the removal and 
replacement of Storm Sewer Main. Scope of Work; 
Removal of 95 metres of 200mm storm main and 
replace with 95 metres of 300mm storm main. 
Removal of 25 metres of 200mm storm leads and 
replace with 30 metres of 200mm storm leads. 
Removal and replacement of 4 concrete manholes. 
Removal of 3 and installation of 4 catch basins. All 
system components shall be installed in accordance 
with the standards set out in the City of Dawson 
Creek Subdivision and Servicing Bylaw. 
AWARD 

Good Brothers Construction Ltd 
PO Box 1799 
La Crete AB T0H 2H0  
Phone: 780-926-2758  
Fax: 780-926-2565 
$156,650 

Journal of Commerce 

SWAN LAKE BRIDGE 
REPLACEMENT 

Replace the existing 29.5m timber bridge and 
replace with a 30m 3 span bridge consisting of 
timber superstructure and a steel and timber sub-
structure. It will also include a bicycle rail and 
approach tie-ins to the new bridge. 
AWARD 

Surespan Construction Ltd 
#301 38 Fell Ave 
North Vancouver BC V7P 3S2  
Phone: 604-998-1133 
Fax 604-998-1132 
$716,736 

Journal of Commerce 

CURB & GUTTERS 
Dawson Creek 2010 Concrete Repair 
Program 
Road repair. 
AWARD 

CLC Concrete Contracting Ltd 
PO Box 238 
Dawson Creek BC V1G 4G3  
Phone: 250-219-1275  
Fax: 250-483-1559 

Journal of Commerce 
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DEMOLITION 
1613 100th Ave, Dawson Creek 

To demolish and remove all above ground 
structures including, but not limited to, steel and 
wood products, concrete, buildings and 
miscellaneous materials, in accordance with all 
applicable regulations. To remove all debris and 
materials and remediate the site to bare land. 
OUT TO TENDER 

Journal of Commerce 

September  2010 

Construction 

Dawson Creek 
Site preparation, access roads, yard piping, a 

400 m3 lined pond and utility supply; Reclaimed 
Water Facility Building. package type sewage lift 
stations and associated force mains; Interconnection 
piping between existing City sewage treatment 
aeration lagoons, the SAGR process, and the 
reclaimed water facility; A four bay bulk effluent 
truck fill facility rated at 600m3 per day 

$12,000,000 estimated construction cost. 
OUT TO TENDER 

Journal of Commerce 

RECLAIMED WATER 
FACILITY 

Approx 5 km South of Tupper 
Proposed construction of a facility for the long-

term containment of upstream oil and gas and other 
industrial waste streams. On-site facilities to include 
one cell that will be 245 x 250 m, which will 
contain approx 31,000 m3 (542,500 tonnes) of 
waste depending on the fill configuration used for 
the initial cell. Other on-site facilities will include a 
scale house/field office and a small lab; a small 
garage which will be used to conduct maintenance 
on the facility equipment and store supplies. 

$1,000,000 estimated construction cost. 
PRE-BID 

Journal of Commerce 

Approx 15 km West of Dawson Creek 
Proposed construction of a secure landfill 

which may include a stormwater management 
system, a leachate management system, facility 
infrastructure (scale, scale house and equipment 
shop) and an access road. 

$2,000,000 estimated construction cost. 
PRE-BID 

Journal of Commerce 

CCS SUNRISE SECURE 
LANDFILL PROJECT 

HERITAGE SECURE LANDFILL 
PROJECT 

25 Km S of Tumbler Ridge, on Trend Mine 
property 

Proposed open pit coal mine which may 
produce two-four million tonnes of clean coal per 
year. The project will consist of: mine access & 
haul roads, tailings impoundment & waste rock 
dumps, sedimentation ponds & other water 
management structures, a 25 kV power line 
extension, a sewage treatment plant, heavy media 
cyclone processing plant, mine dry & maintenance 
facility, some on-site accommodations, & admin 
offices. There is an existing explosives facility & 
other infrastructure provided by the adjacent Trend 
Coal Mine site. 

$250,000,000 estimated construction cost. 
PRE-BID 

Journal of Commerce 

ROMAN COAL MINE MILL 
BUILDINGS & RELATED 
FACILITIES 
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OIL & GAS SALE 

NUMBER OF WELLS 
DRILLED IN BC  

1999 627 

2000 777 

2001 882 

2002 646 

2003 1049 

2004 1213 

2005 1376 

2006 1416 

2007 899 

2008 882 

2009 592 

Oil & Gas Commission 

2010 550 

OIL & GAS SALES 

BC’s 2009 year-end total was $892.9 
million as 389,664 hectares were 

auctioned off at an average of $2,291 
per hectare. 

Total 2008 - $2.66 billion 

Total 2006 - $629.85 million 

Total 2005 - $533.99 million 

Total 2004 - $232 million 

Total 2003 - $646.68 million 

Total 2002 - $288.54 million 

Total 2001 - $439.47 million 

Total 2000 - $248.24 million 

Total 1999 - $176.17 million 
Nickle’s Energy Group 

Total 2007 - $1.047 billion 

September  2010 

Energy 

The British Columbia government's September oil and gas 
rights sale pulled in a total of just under $20 million in bonus 
bids, pushing the calendar year total to over $780 million. 

The latest auction brought $19.9 million into government 
coffers on 22,212 hectares at an average of $897.69 per hectare. 
The same sale last year generated just $8.7 million at an average 
of $549.94 and disposed of 15,885 hectares. 

BC calendar-year bonus revenue now stands at $780.5 
million with three sales left in 2010. The province has sold 
335,094 hectares at an average of $2,329. To the same point in 
2009, BC had generated $330.6 million in bonus bids on 257,952 
hectares at an average of $1,281. 

September 2009 $8.74 million 
September 2008 $220.73 million 
September 2007 $265.2 million 
September 2006 $67.79 million 
September 2005 $62.77 million 
September 2004 $29.29 million 
September 2003 $418.0 million 
September 2002 $16.06 million 
September 2001 $12.31 million 
September 2000 $51.17 million 
September 1999 $29.20 million 
September 1998 $8.10 million 

Government of BC  

A new Memorandum of Understanding has been signed 
between a sustainable energy company and a First Nations group 
in the Peace River Region. 

The agreement between Finavera Renewables and the 
Halfway River First Nation shows Halfway support for the 
corporation’s construction of four wind projects in the region. 

The MOU also outlines an employment agreement in which 
some of the First Nation’s community will provide some labour 
for the projects. 

Three of the four projects will be situated around Tumbler 
Ridge. The projects are ‘Tumbler Ridge’ with 30 turbines, 
‘Meikle’ with 55 turbines, and ‘Bullmoose’ with 20 turbines. The 
fourth project - ‘Wildmare’ with 35 turbines - will be situated 
near Chetwynd. 

According to company officials, this is the largest project of 
its type in the province, adding that the four projects will provide 
300 megawatts, to power approximately 75,000 households a 
year. 

EnergecticCity.ca 

WIND FARM MOU 
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As of September 30, 2010, there were 38 rigs drilling, 8 released and 9 rigs prepped to spud. 
Oil & Gas Commission 

ACTIVE OIL RIGS 

September  2010 

Energy 
FLARING REPORT 

Total volumes of natural gas flared in British Columbia were reduced by 30% in 2009 from 2008 levels, 
according to the second annual report on flaring, incinerating and venting released by the Oil and Gas 
Commission. 

Ken Paulson, chief engineer with the OGC said it is notable that while the production of natural gas has 
increased in the province by 40% since 1996, the amount of gas flared for each unit of production has 
decreased by 54%. 

The report indicates solution gas flaring, historically the largest contributor to flared gas volumes in the 
province, has been reduced by 56% since 2006, accounting for less than eight per cent of the total flared gas 
volume in 2009. Solution gas flaring predominately occurs at oil producing wells and oil batteries in order to 
dispose of natural gas that is present. 

Since 2008, operators have been required to conserve gas where it is economical to do so, based on a 
formula set out in the flaring, incinerating and venting guideline. The report states 97% of solution gas is 
currently conserved. 

The OGC issued a directive this April requiring inline testing of all new wells located within 1.25 
kilometres of a residence and three kilometres of suitable pipeline infrastructure. 

The report indicates due to regulatory changes, increased infrastructure, multi-well pads and refinements 
in operational practices, the quantity of well cleanup and well test flaring was reduced by 28% between 2008 
and 2009. 

The report also states the Commission continues to work with operators on production facility designs to 
ensure all reasonable options are considered in an effort to reduce or eliminate flaring. It suggests technologies 
such as Vapor Recovery Units, solar powered equipment, new flare stack designs and other innovations have 
contributed to a four per cent reduction in production facility flaring from 2008 to 2009. 

In addition, the Commission required all applications for gas plants and large production facilities made in 
2009 to include the installation of flare gas measurement equipment. The report states engineering changes, 
and new methods for gas disposal such as acid gas injection and sulphur recovery, are being implemented. 

From 2008 to 2009, gas processing plant flaring actually increased by six per cent, but during that period, 
gas processing plant capacity increased by approximately eight per cent. 

"It's a continuous process and new technologies are com-ing out all the time," said Paulson on the efforts 
to reduce flaring at production facilities. 

The Province set a target to reduce routine flaring by 50% by 2011 and eliminate routine flaring by 2016. 
"Emergency flaring, upset flaring, continuous pilot flaring in some situations where the gas is not 

economic to conserve, those sort of flares have to stay," explained Paulson. "But whenever we can eliminate 
or reduce flaring, that is definitely the target." 

The entire report is available online at www.ogc.bc.ca. Paulson said he encourages anyone with questions 
or com-ments on the report to contact the OGC. 

Northeast News 

http://www.ogc.bc.ca
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By Scott Simpson  
Province's oil and gas reserves in the spotlight at international conference 
The World Energy Congress taking place this week in Montreal has been an eye-opener for British 

Columbia Energy Minister Bill Bennett. 
The straight-talking Kootenay East MLA is ascending a steep learning curve after taking over the high-

profile cabinet job following Blair Lekstrom's abrupt departure in June. 
One of the principal insights he has gained this week is that BC’s abundant energy resources are a known 

commodity at a conference that has attracted 5,000 international delegates. 
In the first day and a half, Bennett was interviewed by The Economist and by UK-based Power 

Magazine, and lobbied by Siemens, a global leader in energy infrastructure engineering. 
The kicker, however, was Royal Dutch Shell chief executive officer Peter Voser's detailed references 

to BC’s shale gas reserves in one of the keynote presentations on the opening morning. 
"My impression is that we, for being a little frog in a big pond, are making a pretty big splash," Bennett 

said. 
" I'm listening to [Voser] speak and all of a sudden he starts talking about shale gas in northeastern British 

Columbia. He spends about a third of his speech on Shell's shale gas play," Bennett recalled. 
"That was my first inkling that people know where British Columbia is — or if they didn't before this 

speech, they certainly do now." 
Shell is focused on the Groundbirch area, part of the vast Montney tight gas formation near Dawson 

Creek in northeastern B. C, after amassing a major land position through takeovers and Crown drilling rights 
auctions. 

As with the Horn River Basin near Fort Nelson, the Montney region represents a massive, multi-decade 
natural gas resource that requires sophisticated and innovative drilling technology to exploit. 

That technology has touched off what Voser called a " natural gas supply revolution [that] has increased 
energy security for North America. 

"And it has the potential to alter the energy landscape for the world as a whole. 
"Only a few years ago, the assumption was that North America's gas production would decline. Today, 

instead of declining, production has increased dramatically." 
The total North American volume of identified reserves is "now big enough to cover North America's 

current gas consumption for well over a century," Voser added. 
Voser told the audience that Shell is now producing enough gas at Groundbirch to meet the needs of more 

than 400,000 homes. 
"That sounds easy but it has actually taken many years of technology advances to get to the point where 

we could produce these complex types of fields economically and responsibly." 
Shell has 175 producing wells at Groundbirch, four gas processing plants and plans for a fifth, plus 700 

plus kilometres of gas pipelines. 
It anticipates drilling an average 40 to 60 wells a year, but sees potential to increase that to 250 wells per 

year. 
In spite of that, Shell believes it is still in the early stages of development of the resource and expects to 

intensify data gathering and analysis of its Groundbirch resource. 
Bennett said he was also interested in assertions by Khalid al-Falih, president and CEO of Saudi Arabian 

oil giant Saudi Aramco, that gas and oil producers will continue to enjoy robust demand even as the 
developed world increasingly seeks alternative energy technologies. 

"The assumption that we are going to make do with less is probably not the case any time soon. 
"It was an interesting message; when you come from a place like British Columbia you can be lulled into 

the sense that pretty soon we are going to be able to wean ourselves off oil and gas. From a global perspective, 
that's not the case." 

Vancouver Sun 

September  2010 

Energy 
BC MAKES ‘BIG SPLASH’ IN MONTREAL 
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The Province has awarded $115.6 million in royalty credits under the Infrastructure Royalty Credit 
Program to 16 companies for 21 natural gas and petroleum infrastructure projects. 

The 21 new road and pipeline projects will support natural gas and petroleum exploration and 
development activity, and improve access to underdeveloped areas in northeast British Columbia. In addition, 
new production will generate additional royalty revenue to the Province. 

Historically, the Infrastructure Royalty Credit Program generates about $2.50 in incremental royalties for 
every dollar awarded in royalty credits. Projects were awarded credits under the Infrastructure Royalty Credit 
Program following a Request for Applications and careful evaluation of each project’s economic benefits to 
British Columbia. As in previous years, industry response to the Request for Applications was very strong, 
with applications for 47 projects involving a total request of approximately $706.4 million in estimated 
construction costs. 

The program provides natural gas and petroleum companies with royalty deductions in exchange for 
industry investment in road and pipeline infrastructure. Companies are required to fund the entire cost of an 
approved infrastructure project, and may receive up to 50 per cent of the eligible project costs from the 
Province paid in the form of royalty deduction once the project is completed. Since 2004, the program has 
allocated more than $485 million in infrastructure royalty credits, resulting in 71 new road-based projects and 
83 new pipeline projects. 

Government of BC News Release 

Royal Dutch Shell PLC will be producing more natural gas than crude oil as it develops properties in 
Canada, the United States and China. 

In the next few years, the international oil company expects to more than triple its production of gas in 
North America. 

The company plans to spend up to $4-billion in the next few years to develop its Groundbirch property in 
Northeastern British Columbia, and the Marcellus properties in Pennsylvania and New York State that it 
acquired from East Resources Inc. in a $4.7-billion (U.S.) deal that closed this summer. 

Shell has 175 producing wells at Groundbirch, four gas processing plants and plans for a fifth, plus 700-
plus kilometres of gas pipelines. 

It anticipates drilling an average 40 to 60 wells a year, but sees potential to increase that to 250 wells per 
year. 

In spite of that, Shell believes it is still in the early stages of development of the resource and expects to 
intensify data gathering and analysis of its Groundbirch resource. 

On that basis, the company will see natural gas grow to roughly 58 per cent of its production volume by 
the end of the decade, from 48 per cent currently. 

JuneWarren Nickle’s Energy Group 

INFRASTRUCTURE ROYALTY CREDITS 

September  2010 

Energy 

ROYAL DUTCH SHELL 
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Tourism 
ROOM REVENUES 

Room revenues in British Columbia receded in March (–42.8%, seasonally adjusted) as 
Mainland/Southwest (–57.9%) revenues contracted in the wake of the Olympic Winter Games 
held in Vancouver in February. Although Thompson/Okanagan (–2.7%), Kootenay (–4.0%) and Nechako 
(–3.6%) also saw room receipts slip, Vancouver Island/Coast (+1.2%), Cariboo (+2.7%), North Coast (+7.2%) 
and Northeast (+3.9%) had a positive month. 

The departure of tourists and athletes brought along a drop (–46.5%) in revenues for all hotel categories. 
Receipts at very large (251+ rooms; –53.0%), large (151-250 rooms; –50.9%), mid-sized (76-150 rooms; –
39.9%) and small (1-75 rooms; –34.2%) hotels were all down. Other accommodation types also lost ground in 
terms of room revenue, most notably vacation rentals (–45.8%). Data Source: BC Stats 

BC Stats Infoline Issue: 10-27 July 9, 2010 
Room revenues in the province remained flat (0.0%, seasonally adjusted) in May, but 

Mainland/Southwest (+1.8%) posted its first increase since the Olympics. Revenues also rose in 
Nechako (+10.7%) and Northeast (+9.0%) but softened in Vancouver Island/Coast (–3.2%), Thompson/ 
Okanagan (–0.5%), Kootenay (–4.3%), Cariboo (–6.3%) and North Coast (–22.1%). Data Source: BC Stats 

BC Stats Infoline Issue: 10-35 September 3, 2010 

Photo by New Harvest Media 
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By Jeff Lee 
Dawson Creek will sign a deal with Shell Canada next week to build North America's first wastewater 

treatment plant that will sell reclaimed water for use in the gas extraction industry. 
The $10 million, 10-year deal is seen as a major breakthrough for the northern B.C. community, which 

has suffered from droughts in recent years at the same time gas exploration companies have become the 
largest users of the community's potable water. 

Mayor Mike Bernier said the companies now use upwards of 25 per cent of the district's potable water in 
their gas extraction programs, in which huge volumes of water are pumped up to 2,000 metres into the ground 
to force gas out. 

Last summer the city brought in the most severe water restrictions in history, threatening to cut off the gas 
exploration industry. 

But under the deal, which became official on Monday following elector approval, Dawson Creek will 
build a treatment plant that can produce up to 5,000 cubic metres of reclaimed water a day. Shell, which is 
investing $60 million in a 30-kilometre pipeline to service its gasfield, will get access to 3,400 cubic metres a 
day for the next decade. The city will sell the rest to other gas extraction companies at a cheaper rate than the 
$4.50 a cubic metre they've been paying for potable water. 

The concept was announced earlier this year but under B.C.'s Community Charter was subject to elector 
approval. As of Monday's deadline no significant opposition arose. 

Bernier said the wastewater will be treated "essentially to the level of potable water" and can be used in a 
variety of industries. 

He said Shell has done similar deals in Europe but this is the first time reclaimed wastewater will be used 
in North America's gas extraction industry. 

The agreement will allow the city to discontinue sales of its potable water for industrial purposes, which 
Bernier said should see the municipality over its drought problems. 

© Copyright (c) The Vancouver Sun, September 28 2010 

City News 
RECLAIMED WATER PLANT 

MUSEUM RECEIVES UPGRADES 
Foundation stabilization and upgrades to the Northern Alberta Railways Museum in Dawson Creek will 

go ahead, but not exactly as planned unless more funding can be secured. 
On Aug. 30, city council approved a bid from Hegge Construction to do the work, which involves 

leveling, reinforcing and other repairs to three sections of the building, as well as replacing the existing main 
entrance stairs and construction of a new accessible ramp to the tourist information centre. 

However, the bid came to just under $482,000, much more than the $300,000 budget for the project. 
Preliminary planning broke the project down into five parts, so council decided to defer some of the repairs 
until more funding becomes available. Specifically, they voted to defer repairs to the east section of the 
building, which includes the natural history museum and Alaska Highway interpretive centre. 

Chief administrative officer Jim Chute explained the foundation stabilization work is the first of a three-
phase project that also includes roof and internal renovations. 

Work on all phases of the museum upgrades will take place in the fall to avoid disruptions during the 
tourist season. During construction, the visitors' information centre will be housed at the Alaska Highway 
House on 10 Street and 102 Avenue. 

However, the museum remains the ideal location for the visitors' centre because of the availability of 
parking for all sizes of vehicles and the proximity to other attractions like the art gallery and the Mile 0 cairn. 

Northeast News 
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Businesses continue to see opportunity in Dawson Creek as more proposed projects are moving ahead 
after city council approved further development permits on Aug. 30. 

Developers based in the Lower Mainland are proposing to build a 98-unit hotel on the property they own 
along Highway 2, across from the Wal-Mart. 

"The occupancy rates are very high in Dawson Creek," said construction manager Dave Jonash. "We're 
putting out a bit of a different product and we're confident it will meet a need there in Dawson Creek." 

Jonash was referring to the fact the hotel will not be a single building, but rather multiple, stand-alone 
buildings of either four or six units each. 

"It will be like a small village," he said."They will be staggered in an arrangement that we think will look 
appealing." 

He said the units will be larger than a typical hotel room, with a lot of flexibility for occupants. He added 
each unit will have its own oversized garage to accommodate large vehicles. 

He said including land value the project has an approximate value of $20 million. 
Edmonton-based Rosenau Transport plans to build a 10,400-square-foot shop to accommodate truck 

storage and docks. Area manager Kelly Cameron said the new shop is a reaction to the growth they've already 
seen in the area - and the future potential. "We're actually on a rapid expansion plan right now into northern 
British Columbia," he said. "We just built a new, $3 million facility in Fort St John and the Dawson Creek 
facility will be a sister facility to that one." 

He said that's on top of a facility in Fort Nelson and daily runs into Chetwynd. He said his company sees a 
vacuum of service they hope to fill. 

He said they anticipate opening the new shop early next year. 
There are also two other commercial shops that were approved. Commercial wiring instrumentation 

company Ace Instruments is proposing to build a 4,000 square-foot shop and office at 99 Avenue and 17 
Street. Peter Bros. Construction Ltd. plans to construct an additional 8,600 square-foot shop next to its 
existing office, shop and storage buildings on the Rolla Road east of the airport. 

Residents will also enjoy more choices for eating out once a new Subway restaurant is built on 15 Street 
and Alaska Avenue. 

Finally, a development permit was approved for Alberta-based Ferus Inc. to build a liquid nitrogen and 
C02 production plant and storage facility on the Dangerous Goods Road, a project that was announced last 
month. 

"It's really exciting from a council perspective that it seems like every meeting we're able to announce 
more investment in Dawson Creek " said Mayor Mike Bernier. "Presently, there is no end in sight of the 
activity." 

Northeast News 

DEVELOPMENT PERMITS 
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CHINA DELEGATION 

September  2010 

City News 

Dawson Creek Mayor Mike Bernier and tourism development coordinator Dustin Bodnaryk recently 
returned from a trip to China representing the region as part of a Team Northern BC delegation. 

They joined local government and business representatives from Prince George, as well as a 
representative from the Port of Prince Rupert, as part of the provincial government's BC-Asia Twinning 
Initiative to further relationships between municipalities in the two countries. Dawson Creek received a 
$50,000 grant from the Province for the initiative. Bernier said it was a great opportunity for the city, as one of 
three municipalities highlighted during BC Week at the Canadian Pavilion during the World Expo in 
Shanghai. Bernier said the delegation focused on northern BC and the mutual opportunities each community 
shared in the region. He said it was clear that expanding the port at Prince Rupert would be the key to 
increasing Chinese investment in the region. 

The mayor said while there weren't any specific commitments from the Chinese investors he met with, 
there was a lot of interest expressed, specifically in the energy sector. He said that wasn't just oil and gas and 
coal, but also wind and solar technologies as well, as the Chinese look to meet more of their energy needs 
through alternative sources. 

"One of the things we learned dealing with the people in China is that they have a lot of money to invest, 
but before they get into that discussion of how much they are going to invest with you, they actually want to 
know you," he said. 

One of the opportunities to further the relationship is through education as businesspeople in China see it 
as an advantage to send their children to Canada for post-secondary education. 

"Education is one of the most important things to the Chinese," said Bernier, adding he will be taking the 
information to Northern Lights College to see what follow-up can be done. 

Bodnaryk added those relationships will be key in attracting Chinese tourists to the region as well and 
said those connections are key to realizing the opportunities for trade and investment between British 
Columbia and China. 

Northeast News 

School districts across B.C. will be partnering with local governments to make use of $2.85 million in 
School Community Connections (SCC) grants from the Province and create dynamic community space within 
schools. 

Forty-eight school districts across B.C. have worked with local communities this year to bring $1.35 
million worth of innovative projects to the table.  

The SCC program continues the goal of actively encouraging boards of education and local governments 
to work co-operatively with community partners to expand the use of schools.  

The approved project in Peace River South School District #59 is for Tremblay Elementary to expand as 
an early learning hub by installing an outdoor playground to enhance childhood play in the community.  The 
partnering municipality is Dawson Creek (Committed Funds: $30,000). 

Government of BC News Release 

SCHOOL COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS 

Education 
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Students at Central Middle School are getting a taste of the journalist's life in the school's growing 
photojournalism program. 

"It's exciting, and the kids love .it," said Glenn Rozsmann, one of the teachers of the course. 
The class, available as an elective to Grade 9 students, has grown substantially since inception. 
"The year before I started, we had 27 kids in the course. This year we're running close to 140, so it's 

building." 
Rozsmann attributes the growth to a few things, most notably the year-end trip to Vancouver, which 

students are invited to go and practice everything they've learned about photography. 
The school now has a class set of Canon XS cameras, telephoto lenses, tripods and backpacks. 
Rozsmann noted that it's a fun class, with lots of chances to go outside. 
"It's a class where we don't have to stay in here. Usually we go together to a spot and say 'Okay, this is 

what we want to look for. This is what we're doing this day,' and we look at maybe geographical compo-
sitions or whatever." 

In the first couple weeks at school, the students learned the buttons and menus on the camera.  They are 
now starting to take field trips and put that knowledge into practice.  For five weeks straight, the students will 
be visiting such places as McQueen’s slough, Kiskatinaw River and the wind turbines, where they will 
practice a variety of photographic techniques. 

Rozsmann said this course teaches photojournalism because later-grade journalism classes focus heavily 
on the written aspect. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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Education 

TREMBLAY SCHOOL ARTS & ATHLETICS 
In the 21st century, students need new skills to prepare them for jobs that don't yet exist, and Tremblay 

Elementary School in Dawson Creek is well on its way to providing that sort of environment. 
"When you prepare them with that mindset, you really want to instill creativity in students, because they 

need to be prepared for anything," explained Christy Fennell, Principal of Tremblay Elementary. 
That was the hot topic at last week's school board meeting, in which Superintendent of School District 59 

Kathy Sawchuk put together a comprehensive presentation on the changing education needs for students 
growing up in this era. 

She said the teaching ways of old, which rely heavily on memorization, are out of date in this climate. 
"Understanding why people engage in conflict is another story," Sawchuk continued. "To understand the 

conflict around the Battle of Hastings and why people engage in conflict is more important than the fact that 
can remember the Battle of Hastings happened in 1066, because that I can find in probably less than 10 
seconds on my handheld.” 

Memorizing facts isn't relevant like it used to be before widespread Internet, she said. 
The entire School Board was impressed with Tremblay Elementary.  They had visited it earlier in the day 

and almost every member in the room had a positive comment to say on its fine arts and athletics focus. 
Fennel hopes that Tremblay’s heavy focus on creativity leads to students being more prepared for this 

era’s work climate.  She has seen a positive response to the arts and athletics direction from both parents and 
students so far. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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Human Services 
DCDHF RECEIVES DONATIONS 

The South Peace Oilmen's Association (SPOA), and local youths Chloe and Adam Shea, donated funds to 
the Dawson Creek and District Hospital Foundation (DCDHF) to purchase a HeartSmart MRx Monitor and 
Defibrillator, and a Metro Basix Pediatric Crash Cart. 

The total value of the equipment is nearly $24,000. 
"The Crash Cart is essentially a tool box on wheels, it is in fact a highly specialized piece of medical 

equipment that's geared towards responding to cases of pediatric emergency here in the trauma unit," said 
Jerimy Earl, DCDHF communications coordinator. 

The portable one stop shop of emergency tools will allow for increased versatility and responsiveness in 
such situations. 

"In a trauma unit, seconds are of vital importance and you don't want to spend time digging through 
drawers for stuff — the right size vials, or dosage, even air masks." 

The defibrillator is top of the line with the best monitoring capabilities, longest battery life, and the fastest 
time to shock ratio of any portable defibrillator on the market, added Earl. 

The welcome addition of the two new apparatus' should help make the emergency room staff's jobs a little 
easier. 

" [The equipment] allows our staff here to have confidence and know they're going to have the tools they 
need at hand to do the job," Earl said. 

Nine-year-old Chloe Shea and her brother, six-year-old Adam, held a garage sale a few months ago and 
decided to donate all their proceeds to the hospital foundation, which subsequently helped the foundation 
purchase the much-needed items. 

The pair donated a total of $ 143, which was matched by their parents. 
When asked what she thought about the new equipment, Chloe responded, "It's pretty fancy." 
The SPOA raised money from their Lobsterfest held in May, and gave $27, 000 to the foundation, which 

went toward the new trauma unit equipment and the helped put the finishing touches on the cancer wing. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 

The provincial government announced the gaming grant recipients in the category of human and social 
services and public safety for 2010/11. 

Seven agencies in Dawson Creek will receive a total of $166,550. 
 Order of the Royal Purple #85, $4,000 
 South Peace Hospice Palliative Care Society, $7,000 
 Knights of Columbus #4680, $7,500 
 Nawican Friendship Centre, $20,000 
 South Peace Community Resources Society, $36,800 
 Step Up "N" Ride Society, $41,250 
 South Peace Child Development Centre, $50,000 

Government of BC News Release, Northeast News 

GAMING GRANT RECIPIENTS 
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Human Services 
SENIOR’S INDEPENDENCE PROJECT 

A project to help support seniors so they can continue to live independently in their homes is taking shape 
in Dawson Creek. 

The city was chosen last year as one of five communities in the province to undertake the Community 
Action for Seniors' Independence pilot project. It is being funded through the United Way of the Lower 
Mainland and the Ministry of Healthy Living and Sport, and facilitated locally by the South Peace Community 
Resources Society (SPCRS) and the South Peace Seniors Access Services Society (SPSASS). 

Department manager Deanna Sudnik said a project coordinator has been hired and they are now looking 
for volunteers to provide the services that seniors require. She said they will be hiring handy-men and 
housekeepers, but they will require volunteers for accompaniment and transportation, yard work and snow 
removal and even just friendly visits. 

Sudnik said the purpose is to allow seniors to stay in their homes for longer, alleviating the need for 
assisted living units, at least a little.  

She said they anticipate having enough volunteers to begin matching seniors with the required services by 
Oct. 1. 

Northeast News 

Jean and Reg Norman decided to take the car, specifically, the 2010 Chevrolet Equinox SUV, as the 
winners of the Kiwanis Performing Arts Centre's (KPAC) "Take the Car or Take the Cash" Raffle.  

The couple had the choice of either $25,000, or one of three vehicles - a car, pick-up truck or SUV.  
Not satisfied just to take the vehicle; Reg made a donation on behalf of his company, Reg Norman 

Trucking, to KPAC for $5,000. 
KPAC manager Terri Hanen said that donation will be added to the $15,000 they made in net profit from 

the over 2300 tickets sold for the raffle. She added the organizers of the music festival donated the proceeds 
from the gate, as well as money raised in a silent auction and 50/50 draw, a value of about $500. 

That money will all go directly towards the day care being constructed in the new Calvin Kruk Centre for 
the Arts. 

She said the total cost of the project is about $165,000, but they are doing very well fundraising so far. 
"We've done a lot of fundraising over the last couple of years in anticipation of the move, so we're over 

the $100,000 mark for the day care." 
She added the Kiwanis Club committed to $35,000 over three years to purchase equipment for the 

adjacent outdoor playground, but they will be doing more fundraising over the next year. 
Hanen said she is very grateful to all the local businesses that helped sell tickets, and the volunteers too. 

She gave a special thanks to Brown's Chevrolet for being a great partner and helping promote the raffle. 
Northeast News 
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Recreation & Leisure 
WALSH RETURNS HOME 

BARREL RACING 
Close to 200 riders competed in the Peace Country Barrel Racing Association’s finals this past weekend 

at Dawson Creek’s Lakota Agri-Centre. 
There were 117 in the open division, 47 in the junior group and 42 in the peewee class competing in the 

Friday-Sunday event that wrapped up a summer of competition for the expanding organization. 
Membership presently stands at 270.  Most are girls or women of all ages, but there are some male 

contestants as well. 
And with that many members, there’s no shortage of competitions.  In one year there can be as many as 

160 jackpots.  That may seem like a lot, but there are several every weekend and a few during weekday 
evenings. 

The association’s members are from communities throughout the Alberta and BC Peace Country and 
travel to compete at contests in such venues as Grande Prairie, High Prairie, Chetwynd, Fort St John and 
Dawson Creek. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

By Rick Davison 
It's been a while, but Andrew Walsh is finally back in a Dawson Creek sweater and playing hockey in 

front of a hometown crowd. 
"It has been a long, long time. I think the last time I played in Dawson was when I was 13. It was a little 

nerve-racking at first, but it is fun. I love it," said Walsh, who grew up playing the sport in Dawson Creek's 
minor hockey system. The netminder moved away from the Mile Zero City in his early teens to pursue his 
hockey ambitions and played two years of bantam and midget hockey at Notre Dame in Wilcox, Sask. 

As a 16-year-old, he went on to play in the B.C. Hockey League with the Salmon Arm Silverbacks and 
also with the Kootenay International Junior Hockey League where he was a member of the Princeton Posse. 

He found himself back in the B.C.H.L. where he was a member of the Langley Chiefs and the Prince 
George Spruce Kings before coming over to join the newly minted Dawson Creek Rage of the North 
American Hockey League.  

Dawson Creek Daily News 

World Champion Cory Snyder and the Professional Bull Riders (PBR) are present-ing the. Peace Country 
PBR Invitational at the EnCana Events Centre on Oct. 16. 

The event will feature 35 of the best riders in the world including current PBR Canada season leader Tyler 
Thomson of Black Diamond, Alta.; reigning Canadian PBR Champion Beau Hill of West Glacier, Mont.; 
Canada's current number one ranked bull rider Aaron Roy of Asquith, Sask.; PBR World Finals Champion 
Luke Snyder of Raymore, Miss.; and many more. 

Looking to best those world class riders will be some world class bulls from six of Canada's top stock 
contractors,. That includes the unridden bull Even Money from Outlaw Buckers; the 2009 Canadian Bucking 
Bull of the Year, Slash, from Tumblin Dice; and the home coming of the Peace country's own Canadian 
Champion bull rider Justin Volz as he brings his Wild Hogs bucking-bull called Hillbilly Deluxe to town. 

Over $25,000 in prize money is up for grabs in the event - the biggest one-day payout in history for a 
bullriding event north of Edmonton. Immediately following the bull riding, St. John's own Deere John will 
perform during the "In the Dirt After Party".  

Northeast News 
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The Dawson Creek Art Gallery’s 
fall fundraiser, Art à la Carte: A Silent 
Auction is already underway with local 
artists having picked up their blank 
canvas to paint and auction off. 

The event formerly known as Pick a 
Painting has made some adjustments this 
year to expand its reach into the 
community. 

Rather than a ticketed, one-night 
only affair, the art gallery decided to turn 
the fundraiser into a silent auction in 
hopes of encouraging people to visit the 
art gallery. 

The money raised will help with 
upkeep of the gallery, as well as to help 
the continuation of children’s art classes. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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Culture 

Recreation & Leisure 
RAGE ADJUSTING TO NAHL STYLE 

The Rage players proved to be quick studies at the North American Hockey League’s Showcase 
Tournament in Minnesota where the Dawson Creek club posted a 1-2-1 record and soon learned it will have to 
play a different style to be successful against its US-based opponents. 

“There was a lot of adjusting to do on everyone’s behalf as far as the pace of play and the style of play,”  
explained Dawson Creek coach Scott Robinson. 

“It was not something that any of our guys had any experience with and every single game we got better 
at handling what we will see from most every team in this league.  That is very much a speed-oriented game, 
not so much a physical game.  We just had to learn little things to combat the speed of the other teams.” 

Like their opponents, the Rage also possess some wheels, but the rookie club is big and physical, 
reflecting the style that many Canadian kids prefer. 

Robinson was also pleased with several other aspects of his teams performance.  The Rage allowed 11 
goals-against over the four games — the teams GAA is on par with the five other clubs in the West Division.  
As well, the Rage’s power play finally clicked and scored a goal in Saturday’s match. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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