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The Dawson Creek Community Profile & 
Investment Guide and In the News are filled with 
information and statistical data.  Although every 
effort was made in good faith to ensure the 
accuracy of information contained herein, 
Dawson Creek Catholic Social Services accepts 
no warranty nor accepts liability from any 
incorrect, incomplete or misleading information 
or its improper use.  For more information, please 
contact The City of Dawson Creek at 250-784-
3600. 
 

Dawson Creek Catholic Social Services 
January 2010 

City of Dawson Creek 
For more information about the City of Dawson Creek, its 

inhabitants, lifestyle and businesses, please contact: 
 

Mayor Mike Bernier 
City of Dawson Creek 

P.O. Box 150, 
Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G4 

Phone:  250-784-3616 
Fax:  250-782-3203 

Email:  admin@dawsoncreek.ca 
http://www.dawsoncreek.ca/  

Photo by E. Mayoh 

mailto:admin@dawsoncreek.ca
http://www.dawsoncreek.ca


- 3 - 

Northeastern BC Unemployment Rates   
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

2003 8.9 8.2 7.1 7.2 6.7 7.2 7.2 7.7 7.9 6.8 6.0 4.3 
2004 4.4 4.2 4.6 5.0 6.3 8.3 9.0 8.0 6.3 4.7 —* —* 
2005 4.9 4.5 5.0 4.1 5.4 5.2 4.9 4.2 4.4 4.4 —* —* 
2006 —* —* —* —* —* 4.4 —* —* 4.2 5.2 4.9 —* 
2007 —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* 

* The unemployment rate for Northeastern BC has been suppressed due to high sample variance. 

2008 —* —* —* 4.3 5.0 5.9 6.2 6.3 5.8 5.0 4.5 3.6 
2009 4.6 4.6 6.5 6.5 8.4 7.7 7.9 8.3 7.9 7.2 5.5 5.4 
2010 4.9 4.4 4.4 5.3 6.9 7.5 7.3 6.8 7.6    

Employment 
October  2010 

In September 2010 the unemployment rate in BC is 7.7% and 6.5% in Alberta.  
*— The unemployment rate for Northeastern BC has been suppressed due to high sample variance. 

 British Columbia’s unemployment rate edged up 0.2 percentage points in September, 
rising to 7.5%. The increase in the jobless rate was a result of more people participating in the labour 
force (+0.2%).  BC’s jobless rate remains below the national average (8.0%), but is the highest among the 
western provinces Manitoba (5.4%), Saskatchewan (5.5%), and Alberta (6.2%). 

In the goods-producing sector, employment increased in September (+1.6%). Job gains in 
construction (+5.8%) and manufacturing (+2.2%), the largest goods industries, were offset by losses in 
utilities (-20.1%), forestry, fishing, mining, oil and gas (-7.8%), and agriculture (-2.7%). 

Employment in the services-producing sector declined slightly in September (-0.4%), driven largely 
by jobs losses in educational services (-6.9%), information, culture and recreation (-4.9%), and finance, 
insurance, real estate and leasing (-3.5%). These losses were offset by gains in other service sector 
industries, namely transportation (+6.7%), public administration (+3.5%), and business, building and 
other support services (+2.9%). 

There was virtually no change in the number of employees in the public sector in September (-0.1%) 
while the number of private sector employees increased (+1.4% or +20,300). In the past year, growth in 
the private sector (+3.7% or +51,400) has outpaced that in the public sector (+2.2% or +9,200). Since 
September 2009, the number of self-employed workers in BC has declined by 3.3% (-15,000 jobs). Data 
Source: Statistics Canada 

 At the regional level, unemployment rates (3-month moving average, unadjusted) ranged 
from 6.3% (Vancouver Island/Coast) to 10.4% (North Coast and Nechako). Compared to the 
same time last year, jobless rates have improved the most in Cariboo (-4.20 ppts; 8.2%) and Vancouver 
Island/Coast (-0.8 ppts, 6.3%). The jobless rate has risen in the Kootenay region from 8.8% in September 
2009 to 10.2% in September 2010.  Data Source: Statistics Canada 

 Canada’s unemployment rate crept down 0.1 percentage points to 8.0% in September. 
Most of the nation’s job losses occurred in Ontario, Saskatchewan, New Brunswick and Prince Edward 
Island. Data Source: Statistics Canada 

BC Stats Infoline Issue: 10-40 October 8, 2010 

LABOUR FORCE 
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Construction 
WIND FARM, SUBSTATIONS 
& RELATED FACILITIES 

SITE WORK 
Reclaimed Water Site Works, Dawson Creek 

To construct a permanent berm along the east 
side of the proposed SAGAR cells to separate the 
float plane pond from the SAGAR cells. The berm 
will be approximately 2.5 m high and 125 m long, 
and will be 6 m across the top (4 m gravel driving 
surface) to ensure equipment can access all areas of 
the SAGAR cells during construction and 
afterwards; Rip rap east side of constructed berm; 
Remove all unsuitable material (sediment/sludge) 
from the proposed SAGAR cell sites for stockpiling 
at the west end of the float plane pond for drying; 
Site grading of the SAGAR cell site to design 
elevations and stockpiling of all suitable material 
for future use in the construction of the proposed 
SAGAR cells; Ditching as per drawings to ensure 
dewatering of the site during spring thaw; 
Installation of a 450mm culvert at the south west 
corner of the float plane pond sized for the long 
term drainage of the area west of the SAGAR cells 
and promoting site dewatering prior to construction. 
(Two existing forcemains to be located by hydrovac 
prior to installation of culvert). 
OUT TO TENDER 

Journal of Commerce 

Rocky Creek Energy Project, 40 Km S of 
Chetwynd, Eastern Foothills 

Cast-in-place concrete foundation, 02240; site 
preparation, 02580; electrical transmission 
equipment, 13660; wind energy equipment, 13660; 
wind energy systems, 13669; wind driven electrical 
generators, 13660; wind energy equipment, 
proposed 500 MW wind energy project with 200-
250 wind turbines, including foundations, towers, 
blades & generators; new access & service roads; 
bridges & upgrades to existing roads; three 
substations & related components; transmission 
lines including connection to the existing Sukunka 
Substation; operations centre; service & 
maintenance centre; concrete batch plants; 
aggregate quarries; temporary storage areas & re-
fuelling areas. 

250 units 
$150,000,000 estimated construction cost 

PRE-BID 
Journal of Commerce 

Tumbler Ridge Transformer Replacement, 
within Tumbler Ridge 

Proposed transformer replacements & additions 
to meet current/future loads. 

1 storey; 3 structures 
$8,200,000 estimated construction cost 

PRE-BID 
Journal of Commerce 

SUBSTATION UPGRADES 

500 to 528 115th Ave, Dawson Creek 
To demolish and remove all above ground 

structures including, but not limited to, steel and 
wood products, concrete, buildings and 
miscellaneous materials, in accordance with all 
applicable regulations. Any excavation resulting 
from the demolition and removal must be filled and 
leveled to existing ground level with clean soil. 
OUT TO TENDER 

Journal of Commerce 

INDUSTRIAL SITE 
DEMOLITION 
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OIL & GAS SALE 

NUMBER OF WELLS 
DRILLED IN BC  

1999 627 

2000 777 

2001 882 

2002 646 

2003 1049 

2004 1213 

2005 1376 

2006 1416 

2007 899 

2008 882 

2009 592 

Oil & Gas Commission 

2010 587 

OIL & GAS SALES 

BC’s 2009 year-end total was $892.9 
million as 389,664 hectares were 

auctioned off at an average of $2,291 
per hectare. 

Total 2008 - $2.66 billion 

Total 2006 - $629.85 million 

Total 2005 - $533.99 million 

Total 2004 - $232 million 

Total 2003 - $646.68 million 

Total 2002 - $288.54 million 

Total 2001 - $439.47 million 

Total 2000 - $248.24 million 

Total 1999 - $176.17 million 
Nickle’s Energy Group 

Total 2007 - $1.047 billion 

October  2010 

Energy 

The 2010 October sale of oil and gas rights resulted in a 
total of over $20.47 million in bonus bids. The sale disposed of 
19,777 hectares at an average of $1,035. The October sale in 
2009 generated $370 million on 65,787 hectares, which worked 
out to an average of $5,625. 

This brings the 2010 sales to $801.02 million on 354,871 
hectares at an average of $2,257 compared to 2009 sales at 
$700.67 million for 323,739 hectares at an average of $2,164. 

Highlights of the sale included a bonus high bid of $8.5 
million by Sandstone Land & Mineral Company Ltd. for a 
1,056-hectare drilling licence in the Favels Creek area, 30 
kilometres east of Chetwynd. The parcel produced a per-hectare 
average of $8,062. Bulletin records show that Shell Canada is a 
busy operator in the region. 

 A drilling licence in the Altares gas field, 40 kilometres 
north of Hudson’s Hope, produced a bonus of $1.1 million. 
Windfall Resources Ltd. picked up the 287-hectare licence 
parcel at an average of $3,910. Bulletin records show that 
Talisman Energy Inc. is a busy operator in the area. Other 
operators in the region include Canbriam Energy Inc. and 
Canadian Natural Resources Limited. 

 
October 2009 $370 million 
October 2008 $151 million 
October 2007 $12.37 million 
October 2006 $101 million 
October 2005 $16.74 million 
October 2004 $15.6 million 
October 2003 $18.5 million 
October 2002 $21.5 million 
October 2001 $18 million 
October 2000 $27.26 million 
October 1999 $22.1 million 
October 1998 $8.6 million 
October 1997 $10.7 million 

JuneWarren Nickle’s Energy Group 

As of October 26, 2010, there were 40 rigs drilling, 11 
released and 6 rigs prepped to spud. 

Oil & Gas Commission 

ACTIVE OIL RIGS 
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Energy 
WATER RESOURCES BASELINE 

Geoscience BC has officially launched, with seven producers and the provincial government, phase 
one of the $950,000 Montney water project to create a comprehensive data baseline of water resources in the 
Montney natural gas development of northeast British Columbia. 

Geoscience BC and its partners are doing the Montney project to create a comprehensive database of 
surface water, groundwater (less than 250 metres deep) and deep saline aquifers in the Montney area. Phase 
one, to be completed over the next nine months, will focus on collecting, analyzing and interpreting all 
available water information. 

A key part of phase one will be a detailed analysis of non-potable deep saline aquifers that reduce the 
need for surface and groundwater for natural gas development and provide a water source that is too saline for 
other uses such as residential water supplies and agricultural uses. 

Data will be made public and, if needed, a second phase of the study will focus on addressing any 
remaining data gaps. 

The budget for phase one is made up of funding from Geoscience BC, the Oil and Gas Commission’s 
Science Community and Environmental Knowledge Fund and seven producers in the area: ARC Resources 
Ltd., ConocoPhillips Canada, Devon Canada Corporation, Encana Corporation, Progress 
Energy Resources Corp., Shell Canada and Talisman Energy Inc. 

Geoscience BC. said it will work with government departments and agencies to develop the database 
including the Ministry of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources, Ministry of Environment, Ministry of 
Health Living and Sport, the OGC, Northern Health Authority, University of Northern British Columbia and 
City of Dawson Creek. 

JuneWarren Nickle’s Energy Group 

Two different drilling companies headed the list of most active contractors in Western Canada over the 
first nine months of 2010. 

Precision Drilling Corporation topped the list in Alberta (1,613 wells and 2.41 million metres of 
hole), British Columbia (104 wells and 344,215 metres) and Manitoba (89 wells and 155,466 metres). 

Overall, Precision was the top contractor in Canada in the first three quarters of 2010 with 2,210 wells and 
3.54 million metres drilled. Its biggest customers were Canadian Natural Resources Limited (492 
wells), Husky Energy Inc. (264 wells), Encana Corporation (195 wells), Devon Canada 
Corporation (118 wells) and Suncor Energy Inc. (98 wells). 

Ensign ranked second with 1,755 wells and 2.33 million metres of hole. Its biggest customers were 
Canadian Natural (286 wells), Cenovus Energy Inc. (155 wells), Suncor (97 wells), PetroBakken 
Energy Ltd. (94 wells) and Enerplus Resources Fund (89 wells). 

Savanna Energy Services Corp. sat in third place (1,298 wells and 1.58 million metres), with 
Trinidad Drilling Ltd. in fourth place (606 wells and 1.31 million metres). 

The number of wells drilled by Canadian Association of Oilwell Drilling Contractors (CAODC) members 
rose to 8,094 wells in the January to September period from 5,987 wells at the nine-month mark in 2009, 
while operating days rose to 75% to 73,433. 

The average number of days it takes to drill a well continued to rise for CAODC members, mainly 
because of the use of horizontal wells and the dearth of shallow gas drilling. It took an average 9.1 days to drill 
a well in the first nine months of 2010, up 30% from last year. 

The average number of days to drill a well rose in Alberta and Saskatchewan, but fell in British Columbia. 
BC wells took an average of 25.86 days per well, down slightly from 27.03 days in the first nine months 

of 2009. 
 JuneWarren Nickle’s Energy Group 

DRILLING STATISTICS 
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Energy 
GROUNDBIRCH AREA  

At the World Energy Congress in Montreal, the Groundbirch area of British Columbia was mentioned as 
a key growth area in what Royal Dutch Shell plc's Chief Executive Officer Peter Voser called the natural 
gas revolution. 

The play is not only a growth area for Shell, but other large operators have established sizeable land 
positions as well. 

To the end of July, 17 wells were rig released at Groundbirch with Shell Canada Limited drilling the 
most number of wells with 13, according to information from the BC government. Last year, 10 wells were rig 
released with Shell accounting for five. 

Shell established its position in the play through Crown land sales and a $5.9-billion takeover of 
Duvernay Oil Corp. roughly two years ago. 

In November 2009, Shell reported production of 100 mmcf per day from Sunset-Groundbirch and has 
holdings of roughly 243,000 hectares in the prime Montney gas fairway, according to BC's Ministry of 
Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources. 

Groundbirch is still a young asset with a bright future, although commercial factors such as gas prices, 
allocation of capital and the overall competitiveness of the project versus others in the Shell's portfolio will 
control the pace of growth. 

Pengrowth Energy Trust bolstered its position at Groundbirch by closing a takeover of Monterey 
Exploration Ltd. 

Following the initial announcement of the combination, Pengrowth boosted its capital expenditure budget 
by roughly $65 million in 2010 with the majority of that increase being directed to drilling activity in the 
Monterey Groundbirch area. 

Pengrowth currently plans to drill six 100% working interest wells on Monterey Groundbirch lands this 
year with the remainder of the capital assigned to the 28-mmcf-per-day natural gas processing facility 
currently under construction and tie-in activity. 

The highlight of the Monterey asset base is its focused, operated 21 (19 net) sections at Groundbirch, a 
highly prospective Montney focused resource asset. 

A number of analysts rank the Montney formation as one of the lowest cost sources of unconventional gas 
in North America. 

Production of the growing unconventional natural gas supplies in northeast BC received a boost in early 
March when the National Energy Board approved construction of the Groundbirch Mainline Project, an 
extension of TransCanada Corporation's Alberta system. 

The project is a 77-kilometre, 36-inch diameter pipeline that will transport natural gas from the Dawson 
Creek area to a tie-in point on TransCanada's Alberta system. It's expected to be operational in the fourth 
quarter. 

"Construction of the Groundbirch pipeline began in August ... and is estimated to be in service by 
November," said Cecily Dobson, TransCanada spokesperson. 

The approximate $200-million project has firm transportation contracts that will reach 1.1 bcf per day by 
2014. 

JuneWarren Nickle’s Energy Group 
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Energy 
ENCANA 

EnCana’s Canadian production of 1.5 bcfe per day in the third quarter was due in part to bringing shut-
in gas back on production and to success in the Deep Basin business unit, which includes Bighorn and 
Cutbank Ridge. Year-to-date per unit operating costs were $1.02 per mcfe, in line with the 2009 period 
reflecting increased volumes and cost efficiencies. 

At Cutbank Ridge, which includes Encana's Montney assets, third-quarter production averaged 463 
mmcfe per day. The company drilled 16 net wells, including 13 in the Montney where it expects to average 12 
fractures per well. Costs have continued to decline with recent all-in fracture costs (drilling, completion and tie 
in) averaging about $500,000 per stage, down more than 20% from the average 2009 cost of $650,000 per 
frac. 

Also at Cutbank, Encana has now completed a 14-stage Cadomin well that is currently flowing at about 
six mmcfe per day, about 80% above expected output. 

In its Horn River shale gas play, production averaged about 33 mmcf per day in the third quarter. Encana 
has completed fracturing operations on the south half of its 63K pad with more than 255 fracs completed to the 
end of the quarter, the largest frac program to date at Horn River. Over the course of 110 days, the company 
has completed an average of 2.3 fracs per day. Early production rates are meeting its expectations with per 
well rates of up to 20 mmcf per day. 

Mike Graham, Canadian division president said the company's farm-out agreement with Korea Gas 
Corporation (KOGAS) has been progressing well. It has already drilled four wells in the Montney and plans 
to drill about three more wells this year. In the Horn River basin, third-quarter activity consisted of 
constructing the first well site for a planned 10-well pad with the first horizontal well expected to spud later 
this year. Encana also believes there is the potential for an expansion of the KOGAS agreement, he said. 

Encana is still in negotiations with China National Petroleum Corporation (CNPC) leading to a 
potential joint venture, including development of unconventional gas plays on Encana lands in Northeastern 
BC and "I'm not sure where they are going to go at this point in time," said Randy Eresman, president and 
chief executive officer. 

Encana will continue to focus on cost efficiencies across the company and "we will not chase growth at 
any cost," said Eresman. Teams are working to develop new and innovative solutions for managing its 
pumping equipment requirements, including the development of new fit-for-purpose completions equipment. 
These efforts are expected to cost effectively reduce Encana's backlog of wells awaiting completion by the 
second half of next year. 

JuneWarren Nickle’s Energy Group 

Photo by Peace PhotoGraphics 
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Alliance Pipeline operates a 3,719 km (2,311 mile) natural gas pipeline system that extends from 
Northeastern British Columbia and north-western Alberta and terminates in the U.S. Midwest. Since 2000, 

Alliance has safely delivered 1.6 billion cubic feet of rich, high-energy natural gas to market every day – 
enough to fuel the needs of seven million homes. Alliance Pipeline had initially proposed the construction of 
15 kilometres of pipeline infrastructure alongside its existing pipeline system in Northeast British Columbia 
and Northwest Alberta to accommodate the receipt of increased sweet natural gas volumes being produced in 
this region. In light of further production growth and anticipated commercial interest, Alliance has up-scaled 
this proposal to include 60 kilometres of new pipeline that would be constructed. Alliance has already 
constructed its new Septimus, Sunrise and Pine Creek meter stations for the purpose of providing increased 
receipt capability in this area. 

The proposed Fort 
St. John loop would be 
constructed parallel to 
Alliance Pipeline’s 
existing right-of-way. 
This form of parallel 
alignment is generally 
referred to as a loop and 
serves to increase flow 
capacity. The new 610 
mm (24-inch) pipeline 
would extend from 
Alliance’s Septimus 
meter station (located 
nea r  Tay lo r ,  i n 
n o r th e a s t  B r i t i s h 
Columbia) to Alliance’s 
Blueberry compressor 
station (located near 
G o r d o n d a l e ,  i n 
northwest Alberta). The pipeline would operate up to a pressure of 9930 kPa (1440 psig). 

Alliance Pipeline is proposing to build this addition to its system to accommodate an increasing need to 
receive new sweet natural gas supplies that are being produced in the area. The new piping infrastructure 
would enhance Alliance’s ability to transport new natural gas supplies from this region to market. 

We are consulting with stakeholders, including First Nations, Métis, landowners/occupants, communities, 
public officials, and other interested parties to answer questions, and build public awareness and 
understanding about the proposed project. Environmental fieldwork and land acquisition will begin in 
September 2010, continuing until the project is complete. We anticipate initiating the regulatory process with 
the National Energy Board (NEB) and subject to regulatory approval, construction could begin in the first half 
2012. The pipeline loop could be in service in 2012. 

Subject to regulatory approval, construction of the pipeline would begin in January 2012. During 
construction there would be a slight increase in traffic flow in and around the area, with heavy equipment on 
site. After the pipeline has been constructed, there would be nominal traffic associated with operations and 
maintenance. The land surface would be restored, and measures taken to establish ground cover compatible 
with surrounding areas and land use. The proposed facilities would comply with all regulations related to noise 
and emission requirements for operations of the pipeline. 

www.alliancepipeline.com 

ALLIANCE PIPELINE 

October  2010 

Energy 

http://www.alliancepipeline.com
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The Northern BC Tourism Association named the fourth recipient of the Walter Smith 
Visionary Award, an individual jointly nominated by Tourism Prince Rupert and the 
Northern BC Tourism Association. 

Bud Powell was born in Dawson City. He spent 24 of his 33 years with Mobil Oil 
Canada working in Abu Dhabi, the Netherlands and Indonesia. In 1996 he retired from 
Mobil Oil as Head of Field Operations, and moved to Dawson Creek. He went into 
partnership with his brother in Econo Tire and Gearjammer Electronics, and owned the 
weekly newspaper Dawson Creek Mirror. He married his very supportive wife, Muriel, in 
1998, took up farming and raising horses at Arras, and should probably have settled in to 
enjoy an already busy retirement. 

But Bud wanted to give something back to his new community, and he stood for Dawson Creek City 
Council. He was elected in 1999, and is now serving his fourth term as councilor. Bud is also a member of the 
Northern Corridor Development Corporation, and of the organization Branding the Peace. 

Immediately upon his election to city council Bud became a fierce advocate for tourism, firmly believing 
that in order for a community to succeed in tourism there had to be a staunch advocate at the council table. He 
was ideally suited to be that advocate. When it came to tourism, he never backed down. He was instrumental 
in recognizing the need for a local DMO, and helped build Tourism Dawson Creek. 

Perhaps the greatest example of Bud's tenacity is the South Peace Community Multiplex. On council Bud 
became a passionate and relentless advocate. He understood the potential. His strength and conviction—in the 
face of organized opposition—won converts. Now, as the tourism dollars roll into the completed Multiplex, 
particularly with the addition of the Dawson Creek Rage Triple "A" hockey team to the North American 
Hockey League, the community of Dawson Creek understands what Bud knew from the beginning. 

In 2000 Bud became the Dawson Creek representative on the board of the Northern Rockies Alaska 
Highway Tourism Association. He became known for his leadership style, his ability to tell it like it was, and 
for his ever-increasing passion for the industry. By 2003 he was chair of that organization. 

Bud took his show on the road. He tirelessly traveled with NRAHTA staff from community to 
community, meeting with councils and community leaders, lending his weight as a municipal councilor to the 
argument for a strong investment in the northeastern tourism industry. In this way Bud became an important 
part of making the Alaska Highway and the Peace the recognizable brands that they are today.  

Bud's Yukon childhood blended with his belief in the Peace Region so that he truly understood the 
potential of the Alaska highway. Bud worked closely with tourism stakeholders in British Columbia, Yukon 
and Alaska to lobby for road improvements on the Alaska Highway, and worked with stakeholders and 
government to preserve and promote its history. The Alaska Highway Legacy Tour of 2004, and the 
subsequent Alaska Highway International Forum held in Dawson Creek that September, were personal 
milestones for Bud and Muriel. 

Yet Bud knew that the best way to promote the Alaska Highway was to promote all of Northern BC as a 
destination. In 2006 Bud was elected to the board of the Northern BC Tourism Association. Given the many 
hours he has devoted to this organization, through good times and bad, his dedication speaks for itself. We 
recognize Bud as a champion of the north, and as someone willing to roll up his sleeves and help—without 
any hope of personal gain. 

Bud's role in the development of tourism in northeastern BC has been a great gift to tourism throughout 
the North. 

© Copyright Black Press 
Tourism Development Coordinator Dustin Bodnaryk and EnCana Events Centre (EEC) General Manager 

Ryan McIvor also won a shared award for their work in promoting the area. 
“We brought home the tourism promotion and marketing award for the myEntertainment campaign,” 

Bodnaryk said, explaining it was a joint campaign with Global Spectrum who manages the EEC. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 

COUNCILOR POWELL AWARDED VISIONARY AWARD 

October  2010 

Tourism 
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Ongoing drilling deep into a tenure south of Tumbler Ridge could lead to the first underground coal 
mine being developed in the area. 

Canadian Dehua International Mines Group - a Canadian company with Chinese connections - is 
hoping to produce 10 million tonnes of metallurgical coal each year, over a mine life of 40 to 50 years.  

Dehua has been in the Tumbler Ridge area on and off since 2000, and has been focusing on the. Murray 
River property for the past 16 months. 

That tenure is located southwest of downtown Tumbler Ridge, and is situated west of the Murray River 
and east of the Quintette operation's former Mesa and Wolverine pits. It's also north of the Quintette 
conveyor belt and the Mast Road. The area was formerly explored by Kennecott Canada. 

According to company documents, it's a 40 square kilometre exploration area within a 160 square 
kilometre property. Dehua's 2009 exploration program focused on nine seams. Twenty holes have been 
drilled, and the company is now infill drilling through the winter in order to prove its reserves with greater 
accuracy. 

If developed, the mine would employ 300 to 400 people. 
The most optimistic scenario would see the mine opening in two years. 
Dehua is now working on securing agreements with Treaty 8 First Nations and are pursuing an 

Environmental Assessment certificate from the province. A B.C. Supreme Court decision in March placed 
an emphasis on coal explorers protecting winter caribou habitat.  

Dehua's goal is to operate in Tumbler Ridge for many years, and to have employees living in the town 
rather than in a camp. In the long term, the company would like to create partnerships with colleges in the 
region to provide training in underground mining operations. 

Canadian Dehua was incorporated in 2004. It is backed by Chinese investors, and is not traded on any 
stock exchange.  

Tumbler Ridge News 

CANADIAN DEHUA 

October  2010 

Mining 

Photo by E. Mayoh 
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City News 
WATER PARK 

Organizers have decided on a location and some design concepts for a proposed outdoor waterpark in 
Dawson Creek. 

In partnership with the South Peace Mile 0 Park Society, the Mr. Mike's Kinsmen Community Waterpark 
will be built next to Rotary Lake, towards the front corner of the park. 

"There's already existing infrastructure in place, which could save us a lot of money," explained project 
manager Johanna Kunz. "As well, why not utilize that park? It's such a beautiful park as is, let's just add to it 
and make it even better." 

She said the waterpark will drain into the man-made lake and take advantage of the existing recycled 
water system. She said the Mile 0 Park Society agreed to maintain the waterpark as part of the regular 
maintenance they do to the existing park. 

Kunz said the design concept has the waterpark divided into three sections. A toddler bay will include 
elements with gentle sprays. A family bay will have an interactive "piano" and "tuba," where covering up the 
corresponding spray hole can generate musical notes. A teen bay will feature multi-directional water cannons, 
and  a "sneaky-soaker," for the older youth to enjoy. 

Kunz added having a location allows them to now focus on fundraising, in an effort to raise the $400,000 
estimated for the project. She said they are working on fun and innovative ideas to raise money that could 
include a "polar bear swim" at Rotary Lake, a poker tournament, and/or a gala dinner. 

The community has really come together behind the project and it has led to the creation of a new non-
profit society.  “The Stonewall Development Society is really based on building a better quality of life for our 
community and bringing people together," said Kunz. "What we're working on now is the water park project, 
but we would like to move forward and work on other projects as well."  

More information on the project can be found online at www.communitywaterpark.org. 
Northeast News 

POWER SMART AWARD 
If there's one thing the City of Dawson Creek is. not short on, it is awards for the city's innovation and 

leadership. 
The city's newest accolade is the 2010 BC Hydro Power Smart Excellence Award for Workplace 

Conservation Leadership. 
Mayor Mike Bernier said he was surprised Dawson Creek won, because the runners up also had great 

workplace leadership. 
The Workplace Conservation Leadership Award highlighted the city's integrated community 

sustainability plan, the Turn it Off Dawson Creek program, the Energetic Olympics, and its many in-house 
initiatives to reduce consumption, promote conservation and raise environmental awareness at work and at 
home. 

Bernier said leading by example is how the city not only talks the talk, but walks the walk. 
"We have policies in place and we're one of the first communities in the country to actually put some of 

these policies in place, but policies mean nothing if people don't enact on them, work with them, right?" he 
said. 

The mayor added that the award is due to all the hard work from the staff at city hall. 
"They've done a great job at city hall," said Bernier. "There's a couple of key players that helped push 

along some of the programs.  
The city holds conservation workshops to train staff on being green in their resource and energy use at 

work.  As well, city employees receive monthly newsletters with tips on conservation. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 
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Dawson Creek was included in a recent study on how integrated energy policies could help Canadian 
cities cut greenhouse gas emissions and save money. 

The study, entitled "the capacity for integrated urban energy solutions policies to reduce urban greenhouse 
gas emissions," was undertaken by Quality Urban Energy Systems of Tomorrow, a body encouraging 
collaboration between industry, environmental movements, governments, academia and the consulting 
community across Canada. The study used local input from small communities (Dawson Creek and Stony 
Plain, Alta.) mid-sized communities (Winnipeg and Calgary) and large centres (Toronto and Vancouver) and 
an emerging resource city (Fort McMurray, Alta.) and scaled up those findings to the national level. 

While Dawson Creek has been recognized nationally as a leader in energy and the environment, the study 
suggests room for improvement.  Total greenhouse gas emissions for the city in 2007 (measured as carbon 
dioxide equivalent emissions) was 118315 tonnes, which is insignificant compared to larger cities. However, 
Dawson Creek emitted 10.7 tonnes per capita, higher than in Toronto, Montreal or Vancouver. 

The City of Dawson Creek has set a target of reducing emissions by 14% below 2006 levels by 2012, 
which continues to be monitored, said Kevin Henderson, director of infrastructure and sustainable 
development. He said even with reductions, the city will have to purchase carbon offsets by 2012 to be carbon 
neutral, and the city continues to work with the Province to ensure legitimate, quality offsets can be purchased. 

The city is awaiting permits from the Province to pursue a biomass project for the Multiplex. The project 
involves using fescue grass straw, an agricultural byproduct, to fuel the boiler that heats the building. The 
biomass burner is projected to provide 90% of the heat required for the building, reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions by about 50% for all of Dawson Creek's municipal facilities, with an annual savings of $48,800. 

The City of Dawson Creek is pursuing a "local improvement charge" policy that would allow 
homeowners to defer the costs of retrofitting their homes and pay those costs over time, as is currently done 
with road and sidewalk improvements. He said other communities have expressed an interest, and they 
continue to work with the Province on the policy, but much of the detail still needs to be worked out. 

The study shows transportation is the largest contributor to greenhouse gas emissions in Dawson Creek. 
Henderson said he hopes to have the budget to complete a comprehensive transportation plan next year. 

He said the city continues to encourage density and infilling through policies in the Official Community 
Plan.  He said not only is that an important part of reducing greenhouse gas emissions from buildings and 
transportation, but is necessary to ensure affordable housing and reducing infrastructure costs for new 
developments as the city continues to grow. 

The study also looked at water use and waste in cities. Dawson Creek consumed 246 litres of water per 
capita in 2006, higher than in Toronto or Ottawa. Henderson said those numbers may be skewed because of 
industrial consumption, and based on recent data, residential consumption is fairly conservative. He said 
Dawson Creek has water metres where a lot of other communities don't, and with this year's drought, residents 
are even more aware of the need to conserve water. 

Dawson Creek had the highest amount, in tonnes, of waste generated and landfilled per capita than any 
other Canadian community in the study in its reporting period (2008). The City of Dawson Creek did 
implement a two-bag limit for the curb-side pickup of household waste earlier this year to encourage more 
recycling. Henderson said the policy has had an effect, but increasing the amount of waste recycled will have 
to be pursued on a regional level. 

The complete study can be viewed online at www.quest-canada.org. 
Northeast News 

City News 
URBAN ENERGY POLICIES 
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A new, state-of-the-art housing complex for Aboriginal seniors and families is complete in Dawson 
Creek. 

Driver House was named in honour of Claude and Margaret Driver, who purchased the land where the 
building now sits in 1947 and raised their family in a small log cabin there. In 2005, their daughter donated the 
land to the Dawson Creek Native Housing Society, and in 2007, funding was secured under the federal/
provincial Aboriginal Housing Initiative to build the project. 

Building manager Bob Embree said the two-storey building has 35,000 square feet of floor space, 
accommodating 25 units - 18 one-bedroom suites, three two-bedroom and four three-bedroom. 

Each suite has a patio or deck that over- looks the Dawson Creek. There is also a gathering room - 
complete with a full kitchen, gas fireplace, and attached patio - a laundry room on each floor and a recycling 
centre. 

The building was designed to Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Gold standard. 
Northeast News 

DRIVER HOUSE COMPLETED 

October  2010 

City News 

RECLAIMED WATER TREATMENT PLANT 
City council will move forward in its agreement with Shell Canada to build a reclaimed water treatment 

facility in the city after the deadline for counter petitions passed on Sept. 27. 
If City Hall received 719 (10% of eligible voters) or more counter petitions, the proposed agreement 

would have been subject to a voter referendum, but only 111 eligible forms were received. 
"One thing that I really liked about this process was that we had a lot of people in the community phoning 

me or coming by City Hall, asking the questions before they made their decision,” said Mayor Mike Bernier.  
“Almost every single person that did, left City Hall without signing the counter petition because they 
understood the project." 

MHPM Project Managers, the same firm managing the Calvin Kruk Centre for the Arts project, has been 
hired to ensure construction of the facility remains on time and on budget. Work on a storage reservoir for the 
reclaimed water is underway at the airport and Bernier said the anticipated timeline for completion of the 
facility is late next year. 

The City of Dawson Creek was recognized at the recent Union of British Columbia Municipalities 
(UBCM) convention with a Leadership and Innovation award in the mid-sized community category for the 
project.  

Northeast News 
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CENTRE FOR THE ARTS TO PROCEED 

October  2010 

City News 

City council heard overwhelmingly from residents gathered at a town hall meeting recently that they 
should proceed with building the Calvin Kruk Centre for the Arts, even if it means borrowing money to do so. 

Many of the over 200 residents gathered at the existing Kiwanis Performing Arts Centre spoke in favour 
of the project. 

Mayor Mike Bernier said council had committed not to borrow money for the project, but higher-than-
expected bids for construction forced them to rethink that position. He said after considering options council 
was left with really only two - borrow the money to finish the project, or cancel it. 

Gerald Longson with MHPM Project Managers explained the construction bids went to five prequalified 
general contractors, including a local one, and they received three bids back. 

"Much to our dismay, all three bids came in around $3.5 million higher than we told council it was going 
to cost," he said. "We were surprised, just like council was surprised, just like the building committee and the 
architects were surprised." 

Longson said the higher prices resulted from a combination of several several factors, but generally it was 
a hot economy in Dawson Creek and the Peace Region that allows contractors to charge much more than 
anticipated. He added some mechanical, electrical and structural work saw profit margins upwards of 30%. 

When asked why construction wasn't divided up into several smaller contracts, Bernier said that was done 
with the Multiplex and was one of the factors behind the cost overruns there. He said hiring a general 
contractor for a fixed-price contract would guarantee there wouldn't be cost overruns with the proposed 
design. 

Northeast News 

The City of Dawson Creek received accolades for its water reclamation project at the 2010 Union of 
British Columbia Municipalities (UBCM) Community Excellence Awards presented in Whistler. 

The city won for Best Practices in Leadership and Innovation for a mid-size community for its effluent 
water re-use project. 

The Best Practices category recognizes local governments in B.C. that have improved or revised an 
existing program or service. 

The Leadership and Innovation category recognizes regional districts and municipalities that have 
demonstrated environmental excellence in successfully implementing programs, policies and plans that have 
benefited a B.C. community. 

Mayor Mike Bernier was somewhat surprised of the award as many communities throughout the province 
are doing great things, he said. 

The awards are designed to showcase the municipalities and regional districts that "lead the pack," take 
risks to innovate, establish new partnerships, question established ways of doing business, and pioneer new 
customer service practices. 

The acknowledgement for winning ideas can serve as examples to other local governments around the 
world. 

Winning the award is another positive step forward for city council and its agreement with Shell to built 
the water reclamation plant, said Bernier. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

COMMUNITY EXCELLENCE AWARD 



- 16 - 

Dawson Creek will host a seminar on regional efforts to address global climate change on Oct. 19. 
"Small Steps and Big Leaps - Climate Action Mobilization in the Northeast" will be held at Northern 

Lights College. 
The event is being facilitated by Mark Haines, the Climate Action Secretariat, who's office is responsible 

for driving initiatives to meet the provincial government's greenhouse gas emission reduction targets and to 
engage other stakeholders and the public on the challenges of climate change. It is open to provincial and local 
government representatives, First Nations, public and private sector representatives and non-profit/grassroots 
groups. 

The event includes a training session on a community engagement process that links climate science, local 
input and planning information with mapping and 3D visualization tools to show alternative futures on the 
local or regional scale. The intent is to increase local awareness, leasing to community-driven and formal 
planning initiatives. 

There will also be a workshop on an integrated approach to influencing community change, using local 
examples and drawing upon research on citizen engagement and environmental psychology. 

Northeast News 

GLOBAL CLIMATE CHANGE WORKSHOP 

A new Independent Land Information and Advocacy Office, also identified, as the Farmers' Advocate, 
officially opened its doors Thursday to provide rural residents with resources when dealing with the oil and 
gas industry. The new downtown Dawson Creek office features a public meeting room that can be reserved for 
lease negotiations, as well as a computer workstation for research. 

Also part of the new office is a new website with access to case law, surface rights settlements and 
property values, and a map that shows a range of settlements that have been made in a person's area 

A research assistant and two advisors will be on hand at the office to assist landowners with information 
and negotiations. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

LAND INFORMATION & ADVOCACY OFFICE 

October  2010 

City News 

Arc Resources contributed $25,000 to construction of the NAR Museum's foundations. 
"Arc Resources is an oil and gas company, and we have a lot of activity in the Dawson Creek area," stated 

Dave Harris Superintendent N.W. AB/N.E. BC of Arc Resources. 
"We have quite a number of employees that live in and around Dawson Creek, and we like to support 

local community efforts in the places where we have operations, so this is certainly an appropriate project for 
that." 

The full budget for the South Peace Historical Society's work on the NAR Museum foundation is 
$482,000. The city put forward $300,000, enough to cover Phase 2 and 3 of the project - the west and centre 
portions. Phase 1, the east portion, now requires $147,000 after the $25,000 donation from Arc Resources. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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It's a small world after all - at least for the preschoolers who will enjoy a new play centre in Tremblay 
Elementary School in Dawson Creek. 

"'Munchkinland' is a venue - it is a mini-community, based on the things that make Dawson Creek 
unique," explained Gloria Cleve, early learning project manager for School District 59. "It's been based on the 
agricultural community and on the wilderness we have up in the North." 

Incorporated into Munchkinland are child-sized kiosks including a tree-house, wilderness area, a barn and 
adjacent farm-themed area, a café, a grocery store, a construction zone, animal rescue centre and emergency 
services area. 

Cleve said the concept was to provide an enriched play environment for parents/caregivers and their 
preschool children, from newborns to five-year-olds, where lots of language is spoken, problems are looked at 
and solved and interaction with others takes place. She said it's important for children to learn at those early 
ages, when their brains are developing the fastest. 

She added it also encourages parents to play with their children and gives parents an opportunity to bond 
with each other and develop support networks in the community. 

Northeast News 

MUNCHKINLAND 

October  2010 

Education 

ROLLA SCHOOL PLAYGROUND 
Thanks to generous donations from local companies and the Parents Advisory Council (PAC), students at 

Rolla Traditional School are treated to new equipment, playground fixes and a revamped skating rink. 
The PAC received funding and help from Arc Resources, Louisiana Pacific, Little Valley Holdings, the 

Co-op, Norman and Mary Rousell, among other volunteers,  
The revamped skating rink will be open to the public, but will need volunteers to maintain it. 

Alaska Highway News 

School District 59 (SD 59) saw a slight bump in enrolment for 2010, as board members expect the several
-year decline to level off in the next few years. 

In the 11 years since 1999, enrolment in SD 59 has decreased by 23.1% from 6416 Full-Time Equivalent 
(FTE) students to 4107.80. 

Central Middle and ORCA school has dropped from 769 FTEs in 1999 to 473 in 2010. 
At the elementary level, enrolment in rural Dawson Creek has declined by 238.5 FTEs, in urban Dawson 

Creek by 198.5 FTEs, in Chetwynd by 199.5 FTEs and in Tumbler Ridge by 53.5 FTEs. 
For the middle/secondary age group, enrolment in Dawson Creek has declined by 300.1 FTEs, in 

Chetwynd by 136.6 FTEs and in Tumbler Ridge by 95.9 FTEs. 
Every single school in SD 59 has increased in enrolment in the last 11 years, except Crescent Park, which 

stands as the anomaly with 46.5 more students in 2010 than 1999. 
From 2009 to 2010, enrolment increased by 19.34 FTEs. Tremblay Elementary saw the biggest jump in 

enrolment, increasing by 47 FTEs. Tumbler Ridge Elementary had the next biggest increase, with 34 more 
FTEs than in 2009. Central Middle School saw the largest drop in enrolment, decreasing by 29 FTEs. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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Human Services 
SALVATION ARMY PARTNERS FOR FOOD BANK 

The Dawson Creek Salvation Army is looking to fill the shelves of its food bank through "Together is 
Amazing," a partnership with Shaw Cable and Campbell's Soup. 

Until Nov. 15, every pound of food donated to the Salvation Army will be matched by the two corporate 
sponsors. 

"So if I get a pound of food, I actually get three pounds," explained John MacDonald, family services 
director with the Dawson Creek Salvation Army. "It's amazing that these two corporate sponsors have come 
up to help the food banks try to fill their shelves in this time of need." 

He said the campaign is not just in Dawson Creek, but throughout Canada. MacDonald said all types of 
food are accepted. 

"Someone donated a cow the other day," he said. "We're quite short on beef right now, so it was quite 
welcomed, and Lawrence Meats is going to help us with the costs of wrapping and that."  

He said fresh produce is welcomed as much as non-perishable items and they are out of soup right now, 
so a donation of Campbell's Soup would be very appro-priate. 

MacDonald said the do-nations are always critical, but especially now that winter is approaching. 
Northeast News 

The 3rd annual Malawi School for Girls Fundraising Dinner and Auction is right around the corner. 
South Peace Secondary School (SPSS) students of the Rotary Interact Club have been raising money for a 

girls' school in Malawi, Africa. 
The project began in the early 2000s by Memory Chazeza, an orphan from Malawi, now Director of the 

school, and Christie Johnson, a Canadian teacher and volunteer who helped Chazeza raise funds to create the 
school. 

Last year $18,000 was raised at the dinner which went towards the building of a classroom block and the 
cafeteria. 

"We're hoping to raise money to finish the cafeteria that they're constructing," said Interact Club member 
Blair Wade. 

"They started [the cafeteria] last year and our funds had gone towards that because we had a surplus that 
we raised, so it went towards a classroom block as well to finish the cafeteria.” 

The Malawi school ran out of money and could not complete the cafeteria, so the Interact Club intends to 
give this year’s donations — aiming for $20,000—to get it done in time for the Malawian school’s first 
graduating class next June. 

Wade said the school gives the girls an opportunity to succeed and have good futures. 
“Aside from just giving them an education, it provides them with life skills and gives them independence 

and courage to make their own decisions,” said Wade, adding that many of the girls go on to pursue further 
education. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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Human Services 
LAKEVIEW CREDIT UNION 

Lakeview Credit Union (LVCU) donated about $200,000 in 2009 towards projects in Dawson Creek, 
Chetwynd and Tumbler Ridge. 

As a general rule, credit unions give one percent of its net income back to the community.   
"We have a target that we give roughly one per cent of our net income to the community, but then as other 

needs come along - the last two years we've made large donations to the hospital foundation -that was over and 
above our one per cent and it's just because we felt that there was such a need," said LVCU CEO Rene 
George. "The hospital services everyone in our area, so when we support the hospital we're actually supporting 
all our members." 

George added that the biggest donation LVCU gave last year was for $90,000 towards the new cancer 
ward at the Dawson Creek and District Hospital. 

More recently, LVCU helped the Dawson Creek Literacy Society get back on its feet with money for new 
computer tutoring software, renovations to its new digs and supplements to its operating budgets. 

George said in addition LVCU gave used computers to the learning centre. 
"We recycle about 15 computers a year, so we offered them to the learning centre, and what they've done 

is that their client can actually apply for them on a needs basis," he said. 
From sports groups to Step Up 'N' Ride, playgrounds and seniors programs, LVCU gives to a wide of 

groups and charities in need. 
Employees at LVCU can partake in a program that donates 200 paid hours to various staff to work on 

community projects. 
There is also a staff fund where money collected is given to any family in need or community group such 

as the SPCA or whatever cause staff decides it should go. 
A new initiative for B.C. Credit Unions is the Be Remarkable charity campaign aimed at enlisting young 

people to help raise $100,000 for local charities.  
Dawson Creek Daily News 
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Recreation & Leisure 
BULL RIDIING 

Professional bullriding has come a long way in the past 15 or 20 years and as the most popular of the 
rodeo sports it has shown it can stand on its own and attract the extreme sport fans, said a former bullriding 
champion who now stages bullriding shows. 

“That’s why bullriding is at the end of every rodeo.  That is what people wait to see.  It is the only event 
in rodeo that has been proven it can stand alone on its own and that is why the stand-alone bullriding events 
started. I have been around the sport my whole life and rodeo’d professionally for 15 years, and I have seen 
the conversion of how things have gone," said Cody Snyder, whose company is putting on the Peace Country 
PBR Invitational Bull Riding at the EnCana Events Centre.  

The riders compete on the professional rodeo circuit and, much like ropers, bulldoggers or bareback 
riders, make stops at summer rodeos such as Dawson Creek's Annual Fall Fair. However, to satisfy the 
demand from fans of extreme sports, the bullriders also compete in their own shows year-round throughout 
Canada and the U.S. Each show normally features about 35 riders and, as will happen tomorrow night, the 
winner can walk away with close to $9,000. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

CLIMBING WALL 
If rock climbers want to get any more realistic they will probably have to go outside and climb the real 

thing in the Pine Pass or Tumbler Ridge areas, as workers are presently installing what may very well be one 
of the most impressive climbing walls in northeastern B.C. at the Kenn Borek Aquatic Centre. 

The climbing area, located just inside the foyer of the Aquatic Centre, has three components. There will 
be a freestanding, 13-foot boulder with a number of different climbing areas on it. There is also a 13-foot high 
cave with a five- to six-foot overhang, and the main vertical climbing wall that is 46 feet high and about 20 
feet wide. 

Several community groups, including Dawson Creek's Rotary Clubs and the South Peace Oilmens' 
Association, raised and donated the funds to cover the $180,000 cost of the project. 

The city expects to have the wall open later this fall. Once the wall is installed and other minor work has 
been completed, the city must also work out details such as a fee structure, the operating hours and a 
partnership group to super-vise the wall when it is being used. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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By Ritchie Yorke 
Led Zeppelin's magic was in effect October 15th in Dawson Creek, 

British Columbia as Jason Bonham, the 44-year-old son of late Zeppelin 
drummer John "Bonzo" Bonham, led his five-man Led Zeppelin 
Experience through a rousing two-hour-plus set of classics from the Zep 
canon at the EnCana Events Centre. 

This was much more than just another tribute band: the Bonham 
bloodline carries its own responsibilities. With state-of-the-art lighting 
and effects, dazzling video treatments and a crisp, thundering sound, the 
JBLZE offered a set of Led Zep gems that were strikingly faithful to the 
originals. The band tore through a set that included "I Can't Quit You 
Baby," "Dazed and Confused," "Kashmir," "The Lemon Song," "When 
the Levee Breaks," "Moby Dick" (which featured a video of father and 
son pounding out the drum solo) and, of course, "Stairway to Heaven." 
The encore of "Whole Lotta Love" coupled with "Rock and Roll" earned 
a standing ovation. 

With the home-movie segments and heartfelt voiceovers honoring 
the 30th anniversary of the elder Bonham's death, Jason portrayed the 
story of what it was like to be the son of rock's heaviest drummers.  

JBLZE's lineup also includes guitarist Tony Catania, vocalist James 
Dylan, bassist Michael Devin and keyboardist/pedal-steel guitarist Stephen LeBlanc. 

The band plans some 30 shows in the US and Canada over the next two months. 
Rolling Stone Magazine 
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