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The Dawson Creek Community Profile & 
Investment Guide and In the News are filled with 
information and statistical data.  Although every 
effort was made in good faith to ensure the 
accuracy of information contained herein, 
Dawson Creek Catholic Social Services accepts 
no warranty nor accepts liability from any 
incorrect, incomplete or misleading information 
or its improper use.  For more information, please 
contact The City of Dawson Creek at 250-784-
3600. 
 

Dawson Creek Catholic Social Services 
January 2010 

City of Dawson Creek 
For more information about the City of Dawson Creek, its 

inhabitants, lifestyle and businesses, please contact: 
 

Mayor Mike Bernier 
City of Dawson Creek 

P.O. Box 150, 
Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G4 

Phone:  250-784-3616 
Fax:  250-782-3203 

Email:  admin@dawsoncreek.ca 
http://www.dawsoncreek.ca/  
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Northeastern BC Unemployment Rates   
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

2003 8.9 8.2 7.1 7.2 6.7 7.2 7.2 7.7 7.9 6.8 6.0 4.3 
2004 4.4 4.2 4.6 5.0 6.3 8.3 9.0 8.0 6.3 4.7 —* —* 
2005 4.9 4.5 5.0 4.1 5.4 5.2 4.9 4.2 4.4 4.4 —* —* 
2006 —* —* —* —* —* 4.4 —* —* 4.2 5.2 4.9 —* 
2007 —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* 

* The unemployment rate for Northeastern BC has been suppressed due to high sample variance. 

2008 —* —* —* 4.3 5.0 5.9 6.2 6.3 5.8 5.0 4.5 3.6 
2009 4.6 4.6 6.5 6.5 8.4 7.7 7.9 8.3 7.9 7.2 5.5 5.4 
2010 4.9 4.4 4.4 5.3 6.9 7.5 7.3 6.8 7.6 7.6   

Employment 

In October 2010 the unemployment rate in BC is 7.5% and 6.3% in Alberta. 
*— The unemployment rate for Northeastern BC has been suppressed due to high sample variance. 

LABOUR FORCE 
 British Columbia’s unemployment rate crept 

down to 7.4% (seasonally adjusted) in 
October.  The decrease in BC’s jobless rate was driven 
by a marginal rise in employment (+0.1%, or a gain of 
2,000 jobs).  Job gains were concentrated in the goods 
sector, where employment climbed 0.7%. Most of the 
employment growth in the goods sector was attributable 
to manufacturing (+7.3%), although there were also 
gains in utilities (+8.4%). Increases in manufacturing 
and utilities were partly offset by job losses in forestry, 
fishing, mining, oil & gas (-10.6%), construction (-
2.5%), and agriculture (-1.2%). Meanwhile, the service 
sector saw modest job losses (-0.1%), concentrated in a 
few industries, including health care & social assistance 
(-5.3%), accommodation & food services (-2.7%) and 
public administration (-1.7%). Conversely, educational 
services (+7.8%) and transportation & warehousing 
(+5.7%) were the fastest-growing services in 
October.  Data Source: Statistics Canada 

 
 Among BC’s regions, unemployment rates were lowest in Vancouver Island/Coast 

(6.1%, unadjusted, three-month moving average), Mainland/Southwest (7.5%) and 
Northeast (7.6%). October marked the first time in nearly two years where none of the province’s 
regions recorded unemployment rates in the double digits. Compared to the same time last year, 
employment (unadjusted, three-month moving average) has increased in every region of the province 
except Kootenay (-6.3%) and North Coast/Nechako (-2.8%). Data Source: Statistics Canada 

BC Stats Infoline Issue: 10-44 November 5, 2010 

Photo by Peace PhotoGraphics 
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Construction 
BUILDING PERMITS 

For the month of October 2010, there were 
9 building permits issued.  Total value of 
construction is $1,707,038.  The permits were 
issued for 5 single family dwellings, one 
duplex, 1 garage/renovation, and two 
commercial.   

For 2010, there have been 138 building 
permits issued.  Total value of construction is 
$57,591,515.  The permits were issued for 60 
single family dwellings, eight multi-family, 
seven duplexes,  36 garage/renovation,  29 
commercial and eight institutional. 

Wood structural frame, electric heating system, 
construction of 12 modular housing units approximately 
600 sq ft each.  7,200 square feet; 1 storey; 12 units. 

$2,280,000 estimated construction cost 
AWARD 

Western Industrial Contrs Ltd 
4912 Hart Highway 
Prince George BC V2K 3A1  
Phone: 250-962-6011  
Fax: 250-962-5353 

Journal of Commerce 

TUMBLER RIDGE AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING 

ANOTHER BIG YEAR IN CONSTRUCTION 
Dawson Creek continues to boom with another big year in building permits issued. 
Director of Infrastructure and Sustainable Development Kevin Henderson, in a Committee of the Whole 

meeting in November, presented a chart showing over 130 permits issued so far in 2010 for over $50 million 
in value. 

Last year saw a $33,207,159.23 total value in building permits, up from $20,310,832 in 2008. 
Henderson attributed 2010's growth to the commercial industry.  So far this year, 254 new business 

licenses have been issued. 
"It's all got to do with the oil and gas industry that surrounds this area," he said. "It's making for a very 

active economy. People moving to town and people investing in town is what we're seeing. New hotels, new 
apartments and a lot of single family duplex type structures are being built as well." 

Henderson sees no reason why 2011 won't keep up the 2010 pace. 
'"I expect it to be as busy," he said. "You never know what the economy will, do, but there's been no 

indication to me that it's going to be slower, so I'm going to assume it's going to be similar. There's still talk of 
a lot of residential lots being created with the intent of homes being put on them, and we've got some large 
commercial development  coming in next year.” 

He noted Calfrac as a big commercial development coming in next year. He has also had ongoing 
discussions about more hotels. 

Building permit total value in 1999 was just over $32 million, roughly $1 million less than 2009's total. In 
that 10-year timespan, building permit total values hit a low in 2002 at just $8,387,279 and a high in 2007 of 
$52,553,718. 

From 1999 - 2009, just over $309 million was issued in building permits in Dawson Creek. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 
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OIL & GAS SALE 

NUMBER OF WELLS 
DRILLED IN BC  

1999 627 

2000 777 

2001 882 

2002 646 

2003 1049 

2004 1213 

2005 1376 

2006 1416 

2007 899 

2008 882 

2009 592 

Oil & Gas Commission 

2010 630 

OIL & GAS SALES 

BC’s 2009 year-end total was $892.9 
million as 389,664 hectares were 

auctioned off at an average of $2,291 
per hectare. 

Total 2008 - $2.66 billion 

Total 2006 - $629.85 million 

Total 2005 - $533.99 million 

Total 2004 - $232 million 

Total 2003 - $646.68 million 

Total 2002 - $288.54 million 

Total 2001 - $439.47 million 

Total 2000 - $248.24 million 

Total 1999 - $176.17 million 
Nickle’s Energy Group 

Total 2007 - $1.047 billion 

Energy 

British Columbia attracted $1.1 million at its November 
2010 land  sale. 

The sale featured 5 053 hectares exchanging hands at an 
average price of $221.13. The same sale in 2009 generated $19.9 
million in bonus bids on 17 645 hectares at $1,130 per hectare. 

With one sale left in the calendar year, the province’s land 
sale revenue sits at $802.1 million with B.C. selling 359 924 
hectares at an average of $2,228. To the same point in 2009, the 
province had collected $720.6 million in bonus revenue on 341 
384 hectares at an average of $2,110. 

November 2009 $19.9 million 
November 2008 $114.95 million 
November 2007 $54.95 million 
November 2006 $6.84 million 
November 2005 $58.31 million 
November 2004 $11.80 million 
November 2003 $22.23 million 
November 2002 $32.8 million 
November 2001 $20.62 million 
November 2000 $10.22 million 
November 1999 $9.1 million 
November 1998 $3.9  million 
November 1997 $13.8 million 

JuneWarren Nickle’s Energy Group 

Mortenson Canada Corporation is expected to begin 
construction on a new wind project in Northeastern BC. 

The company was chosen by Capital Power Corporation 
to build the Quality Wind Project 10 km northeast of Tumbler 
Ridge which will be started in mid-November. 

Company officials say 79 turbines are planned for the project 
which is expected to generate more than 140 megawatts of 
energy when the project is completed by the end of 2012. 

Earlier this year, the project received an Electricity Purchase 
Agreement award from BC Hydro. It also received its 
environmental assessment certificate from the Province in the 
summer. 

The company is expected to finish the construction of 48 
wind turbines near Chetwynd and sell the power generated to BC 
Hydro. 

www.Energeticcity.ca 

MORTENSON CANADA 

http://www.Energeticcity.ca
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Energy 
ALTAGAS GORDONDALE FACILITY 

AltaGas Ltd. will be constructing a 120 Mmcf/d gas processing facility and an associated gas gathering 
system in the Gordondale area of the Montney resource play, west of Dawson Creek, BC. The plant will be 
equipped with liquids extraction facilities to capture the natural gas liquids. 

"The Gordondale gas processing facility is an exceptional gas infrastructure project located in an area of 
strong natural gas supply growth that will provide long-term, stable cash flows," said David Cornhill, 
Chairman and CEO of AltaGas. "The project is consistent with our strategy to optimize our existing base 
business and to partner with leading North American natural gas producers." 

The Gordondale gas processing facility and gathering system will cost approximately $235 million. The 
gas processing facility is expected in-service in late 2012. By using existing infrastructure in the area, AltaGas 
anticipates providing processing for early production by mid 2011. The project is subject to regulatory 
approval. 

AltaGas has secured a long term, gathering and processing agreement with Encana Corporation to 
supply natural gas to the new Gordondale processing facility. 

"The continued strength of natural gas liquids prices offers Encana opportunities to capture additional 
value and enhance project returns by stripping the propane, butane and ethane from the extensive liquids-rich 
production in our deep basin resource plays," said Mike Graham, Encana's Executive Vice-President and 
President, Canadian Division. 

The plant is located in the Montney resource area, one of the largest, low cost, liquid rich resource plays 
in the Western Canadian Sedimentary Basin. This plant will allow AltaGas to provide a midstream solution to 
a number of producers in the area. The addition of deep cut facilities to the project allows producers to extract 
additional value for liquids from the gas they bring to the plant for processing. The natural gas liquids 
extraction facilities also allow AltaGas to expand its service offering to market liquids for customers, and to 
purchase gas at the plant gate and extract the value of the liquids. 

Marketwire 

MURPHY OIL 
Murphy Oil has 126,000 net acres prospective for the Montney Shale in British Columbia. The Montney 

Shale is not as well known as some of the other shale plays in the lower 48 states, but is just as productive and 
prolific. 

Murphy Oil started up the Tupper Main project in the Montney Shale in 2007, and is currently producing 
94 million cubic feet per day of natural gas. Average initial production rates on wells here are coming in at 7 
million cubic feet per day, and Murphy Oil is using a gross of  3.7 BCF per well. 

Like other shale plays, Murphy Oil has seen its costs fall as the development progresses. The company's 
drilling and completion costs have fallen by 17% since development began in 2008.  

Murphy Oil is now ramping up the Tupper West project in British Columbia, which will consist of 275 
wells in the first phase of development. The company has three rigs operating here, and is building the 
infrastructure to handle production, which is expected in mid-2011. Murphy Oil will target mostly the upper 
and lower Montney Shale zones in phase one. 

Murphy Oil is also planning phase two of Tupper West, which will consist of 244 wells, with a planned 
sanction date in the last quarter of 2011. The company expects production from the Montney Shale and some 
other formations present on the acreage to reach 425 million cubic feet per day by 2015. 

2010 Investopedia ULC 
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Energy 
TRANSMISSION LINE 

As of November 30, 2010, there were 48 rigs drilling, 8 released and 2 rigs prepped to spud. 
Oil & Gas Commission 

ACTIVE OIL RIGS 

The BC Transmission Corporation is planning a $200 million project which would add a new 
transmission line from Dawson Creek to Sundance 19 km east of Chetwynd. 

The proposed Dawson Creek Chetwynd Area Transmission Project includes: 
 A new station (Sundance) that would be located about 19 km east of Chetwynd, near Highway 97 
 A new transmission circuit, approximately 80 km long – either 138 kV or 230 kV – from Sundance to 

Bear Mountain Terminal (BMT). BMT is located about 12 km west of the City of Dawson Creek 
 Expansion of BMT 
 A new transmission circuit approximately 12 km long, between BMT and Dawson Creek Substation. 

 The project will be designed so that it can support future expansion of the transmission system in the 
Peace River area; for example, to allow interconnection of the many potential wind farms and also industrial 
customers in other areas of the Peace. 

The planned in-service date for the project is the fall of 2013. 
BC Hydro 

Crew drilled three gas wells in the Montney formation at Septimus in the second quarter of 2010. One of 
these wells has been recently completed and has a production rate of 12 mmcf per day. This region of 
Septimus appears to be more liquids rich than the main core area which customarily yields 24 bbls of natural 
gas liquids per mmcf of natural gas. The other two wells off the same drilling pad are currently being tested. 

The planned expansion of the Septimus gas processing facility to 50 mmcf per day from its current 
capacity of 25 mmcf per day is underway. The expansion is expected to be completed in the fourth quarter, 
and upon equalization with the current owner, Aux Sable Canada (“ASC”), Crew will become a 50% owner 
and will remain operator of the facility. ASC expects to complete the installation of a 20 inch pipeline from 
the Septimus gas facility to the Alliance pipeline in the third quarter of 2010 which is expected to be capable 
of transporting over 350 mmcf per day of gas and associated liquids. 

Crew completed and tested its Portage exploration well in the second quarter. The Portage well (0.5 net) 
had a final test rate of 1.7 mmcf per day at 580 psi flowing casing pressure. This well had a short lateral of 900 
meters, and compares very favourably to competitor wells drilled immediately north at Farrell Creek on a gas 
flow rate per frac basis. These competitor wells are currently producing at a restricted rate of over 5 mmcf per 
day. Crew controls 69 (34.5 net) sections of land at Portage. 

Crew currently plans to drill four (4.0 net) additional wells at Septimus over the remainder of 2010. These 
wells are expected to be completed and brought on production in the fourth quarter timed to the Septimus gas 
plant expansion. 

In addition, the Company has drilled a horizontal exploration well on a large 100 percent working interest 
land block in the Goose area which is 20 miles northwest of Septimus and Crew has begun drilling a second 
horizontal earning well at Portage following up on its recent gas discovery and Crown land purchases. 

JuneWarren-Nickle's Energy Group 

CREW ENERGY 
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Energy 

ARC Energy Trust announced that its Board of Directors has approved a budget for 2011 that includes 
a $625 million capital expenditure program and plans for substantial growth in production. 

ARC’s 2011 budget is focused on adding liquids production and continuing with our staged, paced growth 
of their Montney assets. This budget defers the previously announced 60 mmcf per day Sunrise gas plant from 
2012 to 2013 and moves a portion of the capital to a 30 mmcf per day gas plant at Ante Creek and a 10 mmcf 
per day facility expansion at Parkland, both of which will contribute to increased liquids production. By year-
end 2011, the Dawson, Parkland and Sunrise fields are expected to account for 45% of ARC’s production. 

ARC expects to allocate approximately 20% of its sustaining capital and 50% of its growth capital to the 
Montney assets of northeast British Columbia. At Dawson, they plan to spend $98 million to complete and 
commission their second 60 mmcf per day gas plant and drill 13 horizontal wells so as to keep the facilities 
operating at full capacity. This activity is designed to increase operated production from 105 mmcf per day in 
2010 to a stabilized rate of 165 mmcf per day upon completion of the gas plant. 

At Parkland, ARC has budgeted $67 million for the drilling of 11 horizontal wells, two vertical 
delineation wells and the expansion of compression. Due to farm-in commitments, ARC will be incurring 
100% of the well costs for six wells to earn a 60% working interest in four sections. In addition, ARC plans to 
test a lower interval in the Upper Montney as well as drill two wells to attempt to establish the productive 
capacity of the liquids rich northern area. 

ARC is currently negotiating for 15 mmcf per day of processing capacity at a third party gas plant. 
Assuming successful completion of the negotiations, ARC will spend $25 million to drill three horizontal 
wells and construct surface facilities to bring 15 mmcf per day of production from Sunrise on stream. By 
utilizing processing capacity at a third party facility, ARC will be able to bring gas from the Sunrise field on 
seven months earlier than originally contemplated. ARC plans on tie in five horizontal wells that are currently 
completed and waiting on facilities. This will provide the opportunity to gather production information from 
three different layers within the Montney Formation – the Upper Montney A, the Upper Montney B and the 
Lower Montney E, providing valuable information as we plan for future development of this large gas 
resource. 

Arc Energy Trust 

ARC ENERGY TRUST 

Representatives from TransCanada Pipelines attended a city council meeting to update the city on its 
Groundbirch pipeline project and an additional proposed pipeline dubbed the Saturn Section. 

Blaine Trout, Project Manager explained that the Groundbirch Mainline project - a 78-kilometre, 36-inch 
pipeline to transport sweet natural gas - began construction this past August. 

"We have four meter stations built, and we're just wrapping up the commission of this pipeline and will be 
ready to put in service by the end of the month," he said. 

The proposed Saturn pipeline would be an extension of the Groundbirch line that would travel to a 
different area of gas production. 

"[It] will actually connect to the most westerly point of that Groundbirch pipeline, so approximately 40 
km northwest of Dawson Creek," said Trout. "This pipeline will be approximately 24 km of 36-inch [pipe] and 
going northwest for 24 km, to transport new natural gas production to market." 

TransCanada hopes to begin construction of the Saturn line in the third quarter of next year. 
TransCanada plans to submit their application to the National Energy Board in December. 
"Pending regulatory approval, construction of the proposed pipeline is anticipated to begin in the third 

quarter of 2011, and proposed services in the first quarter of 2012," said Trout. 
He said the Saturn project would employ approximately 300 people. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

TRANSCANADA PIPELINES 
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CINCH ENERGY 

Energy 

Cinch Energy Corp. was much more aggressive on capital spending for both the third quarter and first 
nine months of this year and is starting to see some production gains with average output of 2,267 bbls of oil 
equivalent per day in the quarter, up eight per cent from the three months ended June 30, 2010. 

The company participated in the drilling of three Montney horizontal wells. 
The Montney drilling and completion results have exceeded expectations. Drilling and completion costs 

are coming in at $5 million per well compared to previous estimates of $6 million per well and initial flow 
rates on completions have been up to 9 mmcf a day. But due to a combination of weather, landowner issues 
and the timing of a third party sales line, this project is now expected to be onstream in the first quarter of 
2011. 

In the current quarter, Cinch plans to continue the 12 well horizontal Montney program in British 
Columbia planned for the second half of 2010 and the first part of 2011. To date five wells have been drilled, 
the sixth is currently drilling and two more are expected to be drilled before the end of the year. The company 
expects to complete three of these wells in the fourth quarter. 

It also plans to develop Montney gas processing infrastructure for Dawson BC with a 40% working 
interest in a gathering, compression and interconnect system and a 20% working interest in a refrigeration 
plant and sales line with total blended capacity of 45 mmcf a day. . 

Cinch said it is planning for an extended period of low natural gas prices and expects that natural gas 
focussed activities will be restricted to the Montney in the Dawson area and to liquids rich natural gas 
opportunities that make sense in a $4 per gigajoule AECO environment. The company will increase focus on 
internally generated oil and liquids rich gas opportunities in its core areas and look to expand into additional 
areas through exploration and acquisitions. 

JuneWarren-Nickle's Energy Group 

Secure Energy Services Inc. has secured the site for a future full service terminal (FST) at Drayton 
Valley and expects to begin construction in the fourth quarter after receiving treating and disposal regulatory 
approval. 

In addition, the company is expanding the Obed and Dawson Creek stand-alone water disposal (SWD) 
facilities to include waste treatment and disposal services and these are expected to be in operation in the 
fourth quarter. An equivalent expansion of the South Grande Prairie facility began at the end of the third 
quarter. Incremental disposal capacity has also been added to the Willesden Green and the South Grande 
Prairie landfills. 

Oil purchase/resale service contributed $2.7 million and $4 million for the three and nine months of 2010 
respectively compared to nil in the comparable periods of 2009. Secure began offering this new oil purchase 
and resale service during 2010 at its Nose Hill SWD facility and recently at its new Dawson Creek SWD 
facility. 

Secure continued its organic growth plan in the third quarter as it opened its 11th facility in Dawson 
Creek, British Columbia. The new stand-alone water disposal facility in the centre of the Montney 
unconventional shale natural gas play performed exceptionally well in its first three months of operations. 

JuneWarren-Nickle's Energy Group 

SECURE ENERGY SERVICES 
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Tourism stats are in, and although the overall number of visitors to the Mile 0 city was down from 2009, it 
has been a successful year, said tourism development coordinator Dustin Bodnaryk. 

To date, 16,844 tourists have visited Dawson Creek. Compared to last year's 16,879 visitors, that's a two 
point one per cent decrease. 

"We play in that same area every year - that 15 to 20,000 each year," said Bodnaryk. 
The data only goes up to Sept. 30, 2010 and the year is not over yet, but Bodnaryk said the numbers 

haven't changed much in the last few years. 
The number of tourists is recorded at the visitor's centre and since not all visitors stop in not every 

traveller is accounted for. Even so, Bodnaryk said Dawson Creek's visitor's centre is the second busiest in 
northern B.C., next to Prince Rupert, the competitive harbour city. 

A breakdown in the numbers show that the Alaska Highway House continues to see more and more 
visitation every year. The institution saw an 8.4 per cent increase in traffic since 2009, with 482 more visitors. 

Pioneer Village, however, saw a 16.6 decrease in traffic, 952 less visitors than in 2009. 
Bodnaryk said he wasn't quite sure why Pioneer Village numbers were lower this year. 
He pointed out that campgrounds had record numbers this summer compared to previous years and group 

travel went up also. 
In 2009 there were 20 caravans that passed through. This year there have been 27 so far - a 35% increase. 
However, bus tours went down slightly. Whereas 29 bus tours came to Dawson Creek last summer, 27 

passed through this year - a 6.9% decline. 
Bodnaryk said with the overall decrease of tourists to date being only two per cent the tourist season was 

still good. 
Plans for next summer's marketing campaigns are currently underway. Bodnaryk said Dawson Creek is no 

longer a six-month destination having seen more and more traffic coming through the city thanks to 
increasingly more events taking place here. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

TOURISM STATS  

Tourism 

Photo by New Harvest Media 
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City News 
CALFRAC WELL SERVICES 

The city approved a development permit for Calfrac Well Services to grade and level a lot in 
preparation for building a permanent shop on the site in the near future. 

The company had temporarily set up shop in Dawson Creek in August 2009, but with business booming 
in the area, Calfrac plans to stick around. 

"We are already situated in Dawson Creek. We have a temporary facility there right now that we're 
working out of, but it's more of a temporary solution," said Kevin Myles, Calfrac Facilities and Project 
Manager. "This [project] is a permanent thing and we're very pleased." 

The site of the proposed shop would be near the corner of the Dangerous Goods Route and Highway 97 
North located at 2601 -92 Ave. 

The shop that Calfrac wants to build would be used for truck maintenance, with plans to build an office 
space as well. 

The company plans to start development on the property right away, with construction of the building to 
follow soon after. 

"We anticipate starting to build in the spring of 2011," said Myles. 
The building's design is still a work in progress, but Myles said it would certainly be a fair sized building. 
The city's Chief Administrative Officer Jim Chute said the anticipated shop would be about one and a half 

times the size of Safeway. 
"This is a very large shop we're talking about," he said. 
With Calfrac's current activities wrapping up, Chute said it was great to see that the company has decided 

to move from rented premises to make a "significant permanent investment in the community. It's really good 
news." 

Mayor Mike Bernier pointed out that shop would only add to the already busy city. 
"This is an operation that's going to bring a lot of people to our community and a lot jobs to our 

community," he said. 
Bernier said he had been talking with executives from the company who were hesitant to say just how 

many jobs the endeavour would bring. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 

R. MOCH ELECTRIC WINS DCAA AWARD 
The community has made R. Moch Electric a local success, so it only makes sense that the company 

returns the favour and helps the area's many sports groups in their drive for success. 
"We want to support the community and give back," said Gary Johnson, R. Moch Electric`s office 

manager, surprised but honoured after receiving the Dawson Creek Athletic Association's 2010 Brian 
McPherson Memorial Trophy at the organization's annual general meeting. 

And this year R Moch Electric donated between $26,000 and $30,000 in services to a variety of sports 
groups and organizations. 

In the 37 years that the company has been in operation it has helped out hundreds of causes as diverse as 
soccer teams, the Junior Canucks, the Mile Zero Figure Skating Club and Ducks Unlimited.  Sometimes the 
help is through donations of one form or another, but usually it's in the form of services that the company does 
for the various sports organization. 

For example, it was R Moch electricians who helped hook up the Dawson Creek Seals Swim Club's new 
timing clock at the Kenn Borek Aquatic Centre. As well, the company's electricians put in dozens of hours 
(that totaled $10,000 - $15,000) during the upgrades and renovations at the Dawson Creek Golf and Country 
Club this past year. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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In addition to changing the city's water rates, changes to the sewer rates and regulations have also been 
made. 

In a report to council, Chief Financial Officer Shelly Woolf pointed out that because sewer rates are tied 
to the water rates, changes to the sewer rates bylaw need to be amended also. 

The report stated that the same objectives - equity, conservation and revenue sufficiency - for changing 
the water rates apply to the sewer rates and so they should both use the same rate model. 

The report stated that the current sewer bylaw includes sewer user rates that are 60% of water use rate. 
"With the variable rates changing in the water fund, it is also recommended that the 60% ratio for sewer 

rates to water rates be retained into the future," said the report. Using the 60% ratio would result in a sewer 
variable rate of 72 cents per cubic metre. 

"Applying this rate to a resident with an average bi-monthly water consumption of 33 cubes per metre 
would result in a bi-monthly sewer billing of $23.76," the report stated. "Based on similar conservation rates 
as used in the water rate analysis, applying this variable rate to total users generates approximately $775,000 
in revenue, which is sufficient to cover operating expenses." 

The new sewer rate model will have a fixed sewer charge based on the water meter size and the frontage 
tax will be removed. 

"A 40% ratio on the fixed water charge results in sufficient revenues ($535,000) to fund capital 
improvements, debt-servicing costs and to build future reserves to ensure long-term sustainability of the fund," 
said the report. "Using a fixed infrastructure charge in place of frontage tax provides greater equity among 
users." 

A letter outlining the changes will be mailed to utility account holders prior to the Jan. 1, 2011 
implementation date. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

City News 
WATER & SEWER RATE CHANGES 

ALTERNATE APPROVAL PROCESS 
FOR ARTS CENTRE 

With the majority of responses towards the Calvin 
Kruk Centre for the Arts (CKCA) being positive, city 
council unanimously decided to move the project to an 
alternative approval process. 

The counter-petition would need 719 eligible electors 
against the project for it to be accepted. 

If 719 forms are received, a referendum will be held to 
determine if enough of the population is for or against the 
project. 

Provided there are less than 719 signatures on the 
counter-petition that ends December 29, 2010, council 
would then read and approve the bylaws to borrow up to 
$4 million to complete the arts centre. 
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A survey rating Dawson Creek’s fire protection in 2009 showed that protection remained relatively the 
same from the last time the city was surveyed in 1985, despite an increase in fire risk and fire load (average 
weight of combustible materials per unit area). 

The City of Dawson Creek hired SCM Risk Management Services to conduct a Fire Underwriters 
Survey of the city to evaluate fire protection programs and resources and provide recommendations for 
improvements. 

Dawson Creek's overall score for Public Fire Protection Classification in 2009 was 52.45 out of 100, or a 
rating of five out of 10, with one being the best rating. That is a slight improvement over the 50.08 score in 
1985. The most significant factor in that overall rating was the rating of the fire department, which received a 
score of 14.44 out of 40. Total fire force available, engine and ladder company unit manning, training and 
qualifications, and pre-incident planning were areas where the most improvement could be attained. 

Chief administrative officer Jim Chute said it is important to note the report reflects a rating based on 
achieving a perfect score, which may not be practical in all areas.  Nevertheless, fire chief Gordon Smith will 
be looking to put together a comprehensive fire plan to prioritize where the most effective improvements 
could be made. If a budget is approved for the plan, that could be completed by mid-2011. 

The Dwelling Protection Grade of Dawson Creek was 3A out of five in 2009. That grade is used by 
Personal Lines Insurers in Canada as factor in determining fire insurance premiums for detached dwellings in 
communities. 

Most insurers use a three-tier system - "protected," "semi-protected." and "unprotected" - to rate fire 
protection in communities, and Dawson Creek's 3A rating falls within the protected classification. That means 
in Dawson Creek, a home valued at $200.000 pays a fire insurance premium of $739, which would increase to 
$1,215 and $2,710, respectively, if the city were rated as semi-protected or unprotected. The difference in 
premiums increases even more for more valuable homes. 

Chute said the report suggests how important having a fully professional fire department is compared to a 
volunteer fire department, adding the increase in insurance premiums would outweigh any savings in property 
taxes.  He added there’s also a significant business case for making sure the fire protection ratings are 
maintained or improved where applicable. 

Northeast News 
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Education 

Some student leaders in Dawson Creek have come up with an entrepreneurial idea to raise money for a 
fun event for youth in the community. 

The leadership class at South Peace Secondary School, made up of students in Grades 10 to 12, are 
attempting to raise money to buy equipment, food and decorations to host a "Winter WonderSkate" at Kin 
Arena for students at Tremblay Elementary School. They have partnered with the Kiwanis Enterprise Centre 
to put on a rummage sale to raise money for the event. 

"We each start out with just a paperclip, and then we trade it with anyone for something bigger, and then 
with what we have at the end, we will have a rummage sale with it and that money will go towards the skating 
day," explained Grade 10 student Lauren Pewarchuk. 

Doris Brocke, manager of the Kiwanis Enterprise Centre, said the project not only teaches the students to 
be role models and leaders, but also teaches them business skills. 

"From our perspective, the trading is an easy way to start learning about business," said Brocke. "They're 
learning leadership skills, which is part and parcel with having an entrepreneurial mindset and being business 
oriented. They have to be creative and innovative." 

The students have some extra motivation to keep trading, as High-Tech Business Systems has donated an 
iPod as a prize for the student who sells the most valuable item. However, it was clear the high school students 
are mostly motivated by their desire to do something special for the younger students. 

Northeast News 

YOUTH FUNDRAISING FOR YOUTH 

Wind Turbine Maintenance Technician students at Northern Lights College will soon have a significant 
hands-on training facility available on-site at the Dawson Creek Campus. 

The nacelle, blades, and internal mechanisms of a wind turbine will be constructed on the Campus early 
in 2011. Once in place, the equipment will provide a training tower for use by NLC students enrolled in the 
Wind Turbine program. 

"The equipment is for the direct practical training required as part of the program. This training includes 
disassembly and reassembly of a complete turbine as well as associated tasks regarding installation and 
maintenance of pitch control, hydraulics and blade maintenance," said Howard Mayer, Dean of Instruction for 
Access, Business and International Training. 

The training tower is a 150 KW unit that was operating in a wind park in Denmark prior to being shipped 
to NLC.  The unit will not be in operation on the Campus. Rather, it wil1 be erected on a shortened tower 
section and used for practical maintenance exercises throughout the program. 

Also included in the package of equipment are a complete 30 KW turbine and a complete 40 KW turbine 
for use in a Wind Turbine lab for practical experience on smaller projects. The lab facility will be located in 
the Centre of Excellence for Clean Energy Technologies (Energy House). Energy House construction is slated 
for completion in March 2011. 

NLC offers the only Wind Turbine Maintenance Technician program in British Columbia. The program's 
first intake of students will graduate at the end of January 2011. 
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New technologies in SD 59 schools are modernizing how students learn and interact with their 
classrooms. 

SMART Boards and SMART Response devices began popping up in SD 59 last year, but have continued 
to gain ground and momentum this school year. 

The SMART Board is a computer-meets-whiteboard, allowing students to use their hands to edit and 
modify documents in front of the class. 

"They're highly interactive," explained South Peace Secondary/Central Middle School Principal Keith 
Maurer. "A teacher can be standing up in front of the class talking about volcanoes, touch something on the 
side of the SMART Board and in comes a clip demonstrating how volcanoes work." 

Mike Dodd, music teacher at Central Middle School, raved about the benefits of his new SMART Board, 
which he got installed over the summer. 

"You can do anything," he exclaimed. "It increases your creativity, your engagement between yourself 
and the kids. It's really powerful." 

According to Dodd, participation in his classes is way up. 
He said it especially helps students who learn better by touching and interacting instead of reading a 

textbook. 
“I think it helps the ones who are multi-sensory. They're from the digital age. It matches what they do at 

home and everyday in their lives with technology." 
The SMART Response system is like personal texting devices for each students, but instead of chatting 

with their friends, students answer questions in class through the devices. 
Maurer gave an example of a tea putting out a quiz through the devices to check how well the students 

grasping the latest concept. Students answer questions on the device, and instantly the teacher can see how 
many in the class get it and how many still need help. 

"They get immediate feedback on how many students are getting it, who's not getting it, what types of 
questions they're not getting, that type of thing," explained Maurer. 

Maurer has his eye on the future technology in classrooms still. He admits that schools are currently 
facing a bit of a brick wall in terms of technologies allowed inside the classroom and setting schools up with 
wireless Internet, but he sees that the future of education is definitely technology. 

Between various school accounts,: district technology grant money ; and loans from the district, Maurer is 
looking to invest another $90,000 in SMART and similar technologies for Central Middle School and South 
Peace Secondary School. 
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SD 59 INVESTS IN NEW TECHNOLOGIES FOR STUDENTS 

Education 

The Northern Lights College Board of Governors is pleased to announce that Laurie Rancourt has been 
selected as the fourth President of Northern Lights College. 

The resident of Sudbury, Ontario, was named the successful candidate for NLC's Chief Executive Officer 
position, after a five-month search undertaken by the College's Board of Governors. 

Rancourt will replace D. Jean Valgardson. Valgardson, who is retiring, has been NLC's President since 
2005. Her contract concludes in 2011. 

Rancourt's first day as President of NLC will be Feb. 21, 2011, while Valgardson's last day will be Jan. 
28. 

Rancourt comes to NLC after holding several senior administrative positions over a 15-year career at 
College Boreal in Sudbury. 
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HEALTHY MEALS COOKBOOK 
Combining nutrition, education and fun, the new Healthy Meals Cookbook from Words on Wheels 

(WOW) aims to promote both healthy eating and literacy. 
"On the WOW bus, parents were continually saying 'So what is family nutrition, and what can I make for 

my kids that is healthy,'" said Gloria Cleve, Early Learning Project Manager with SD 59, as to how the idea 
began. 

Started in March and printed in October, the book morphed into both a literacy and nutrition tool. 
"It is a literacy tool because the cookbooks have pictures," explained Cleve. "It makes it easier for parents 

and children to work together." 
The cookbook gives parents some home-based alternatives to food they might otherwise buy at a store. 
Two hundred cookbooks will be givern as free gifts to families with young children on the WOW bus. 
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Education 
NLC TRIES WOODEN WIND TOWERS 

Northern Lights College (NLC) is developing a demonstration project to determine whether BC wood 
could be used in the construction of wind towers. 

The college has partnered with Canadian Timber Towers, the brainchild of Juergen Puetter, who is 
also the president of Aeolis Wind, BC Wind and Blue Fuel Energy, based in Victoria. 

NLC is proposing to build a 1.5-megawatt wind turbine using a timber tower 60 to 85 metres in height on 
the site of its demonstration farm just outside of Dawson Creek. 

The college's mandate has always been to help develop the regional economy through applied research, 
said Dwayne Hart, Vice President of Finance and Administration. He said the project is a perfect fit given that 
NLC now offers the only wind turbine maintenance program in British Columbia, and given the proximity to 
several wind projects proposed in the region. 

He said besides expanding programming opportunities for the college, and providing electricity and a 
source of income for the Dawson Creek campus, the project could have significant economic benefits for the 
regional forestry sector. 

He said this year alone, it's projected 9,600 new turbines will be erected around the world, and by 2020, 
that number will increase to 110,000 new units. 

"Even if BC captured five percent of that market, that would be about 5,000 towers, retailing for about 
half a million dollars each, so that's $2.5 billion for our forestry sector." 

Hart added they are working with a number of agencies to see how the project could be tied into on-farm 
applications of small-scale wind power, providing opportunities for the local agricultural community as well. 

He said the college is pursuing grants through the Northern Development Initiative Trust and other 
provincial and federal agencies to come up with the $3.2 million to construct the tower. 

Using wood in the construction of wind towers is not new, but what is new is the application of cross-
laminated timber (CLT), a material that has been used in residential and commercial buildings in place of steel 
and concrete. 

Puetter said CLT towers have been designed and independently certified in Germany, but manufacturing 
them for commercial use would be a first. 

Assuming the trials are successful, Puetter said the ideal location for a manufacturing facility would be 
somewhere between Fort St. John and Prince George, given the abundance of wood - specifically, beetle-
killed pine could be used - and the local expertise in wood manufacturing already present. 

Puetter is well aware of the potential market for timber towers, as Aeolis Wind has two wind projects 
proposed in the Peace region. He said he expects to have an announcement on the first phase of the Thunder 
Mountain Wind Project - potentially the world's largest wind farm - near Tumbler Ridge later this year. 
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A story of long lasting friendship among five women sets the stage for the South Peace Player’s 15th 
annual production, The Dixie Swim Club. 

The dinner theatre is a fundraiser for the South Peace United Church where the play will be held. 
The first scene, set in the 1970s, the audience meets five women – teammates on a swim team – who 

decide to meet up once a year every summer at a cottage in North Carolina to get away from it all. 
Sharing their hopes and dreams, family and husband problems, the women recharge their relationships. 
The play spans a period of 33 years and in the last scene all the women are 77 years old. 
The southern themed dinner theatre has reserved seating only. 
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Culture 

Forty-nine communities will share more than $1 million from the Province to commemorate BC’s 2010 
Olympic success by enlisting local arts and cultural organizations to lead BC Spirit Festivals next February. 

BC Spirit Festivals will bring together artists, cultural organizations, creative industries and local citizens 
to celebrate the spirit of British Columbia.  Featured activities will include visual arts exhibitions, public 
museum programs, publications, media arts, dance, music and theatre productions. 

The South Peace Community Arts Council of Dawson Creek will receive $20,000 and the Chetwynd 
Community Arts Council Society will receive $2,000. 
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