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The Dawson Creek Community Profile & 
Investment Guide and In the News are filled with 
information and statistical data.  Although every 
effort was made in good faith to ensure the 
accuracy of information contained herein, 
Dawson Creek Catholic Social Services accepts 
no warranty nor accepts liability from any 
incorrect, incomplete or misleading information 
or its improper use.  For more information, please 
contact The City of Dawson Creek at 250-784-
3600. 
 

Dawson Creek Catholic Social Services 
January 2010 

City of Dawson Creek 
For more information about the City of Dawson Creek, its 

inhabitants, lifestyle and businesses, please contact: 
 

Mayor Mike Bernier 
City of Dawson Creek 

P.O. Box 150, 
Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G4 

Phone:  250-784-3616 
Fax:  250-782-3203 

Email:  admin@dawsoncreek.ca 
http://www.dawsoncreek.ca/  

Photo by E. Mayoh 
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Northeastern BC Unemployment Rates   
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

2003 8.9 8.2 7.1 7.2 6.7 7.2 7.2 7.7 7.9 6.8 6.0 4.3 
2004 4.4 4.2 4.6 5.0 6.3 8.3 9.0 8.0 6.3 4.7 —* —* 
2005 4.9 4.5 5.0 4.1 5.4 5.2 4.9 4.2 4.4 4.4 —* —* 
2006 —* —* —* —* —* 4.4 —* —* 4.2 5.2 4.9 —* 
2007 —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* 

* The unemployment rate for Northeastern BC has been suppressed due to high sample variance. 

2008 —* —* —* 4.3 5.0 5.9 6.2 6.3 5.8 5.0 4.5 3.6 
2009 4.6 4.6 6.5 6.5 8.4 7.7 7.9 8.3 7.9 7.2 5.5 5.4 
2010 4.9 4.4 4.4 5.3 6.9 7.5 7.3 6.8 7.6 7.6 6.4  

Employment 

In November 2010 the unemployment rate in BC is 7.0% and 5.7% in Alberta. 
*— The unemployment rate for Northeastern BC has been suppressed due to high sample variance. 

LABOUR FORCE 
 British Columbia’s jobless rate 

d ropped  0 .5  p e rcen tage 
(seasonally adjusted) points to 
6.9% in November. This marks the 
first time BC’s unemployment rate has 
been below 7.0% since January 2009. 
However, the improvement in the jobless 
rate resulted primarily from persons 
exiting the labour market (–7,900; –
0.3%), virtually all youths (aged 15 to 
24), rather than employment growth 
(+4,300; +0.2%). Among adults (aged 25 
and over), the jobless rate edged up 
slightly (+0.2 percentage points), to 
6.3%. Data Source: Statistics Canada 

 A t  t h e  r e g i o n a l  l e v e l , 
unemployment rates (3-month 
moving average, unadjusted) 
ranged from 5.8% in Vancouver 
Island/Coast to 8.8% in Kootenay. 
Compared to the same time last year, the 
jobless rate in Vancouver Is-land/Coast 
has fallen by 2.0 percentage points. In 
Victoria, the region’s largest 
metropolitan area, the unemployment 
rate improved from 7.1% in November 
2009 to 5.8% in November 2010. Data 
Source: Statistics Canada 

BC Stats Infoline Issue: 10-48 December 3, 2010 
Photo by New Harvest Media 
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Construction 
BUILDING PERMITS 

For the month of November 2010, there 
were 7 building permits issued.  Total value of 
construction is $703,067.  The permits were 
issued for 4 single family dwellings, one 
duplex, and 2 garage/renovations. 

For 2010, there have been 145 building 
permits issued.  Total value of construction is 
$58,294,582.  The permits were issued for 64 
single family dwellings, eight multi-family, 
eight duplexes,  38 garage/renovation,  29 
commercial and eight institutional. 

QUALITY WIND POWER 
PROJECT 

CRACK SEALING 

10 Km NE of Tumbler Ridge, BC 
Proposed construction of a 142-megawatt 

(MW) wind farm from 79 turbines. 
$455,000,000 estimated construction cost. 

AWARD 
Mortenson Canada Corporation 
404-6711 Mississauga Rd 
Mississauga ON L5N 2W3 
Phone: 905-814-4200 
Fax: 905-814-4201 

Journal of Commerce 

Hwy 29, 52 & 97 - Crack sealing South Peace, 
Hwy 29, 52N, 52E (Boundary Rd), 97N and 
Dawson Creek, BC. 

Crack sealing various sections of Hwy 29, 52, 97 & 
Dawson Creek Dangerous Goods Route totaling 
approximately 160km. The general nature of the Work 
to be carried out under the Contract consists of but is not 
necessarily limited to the following: Quality 
Management, Traffic Control and Signing, Site Safety, 
Supply and Apply Materials for Crack Sealing and Site 
Restoration and Cleanup. 
OUT TO TENDER 

Journal of Commerce 

Photo by E. Mayoh 
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OIL & GAS SALE 

Energy 

The December 2010 sale of oil and gas rights resulted in a total of $42.3 million. 
The 2010 year-end total is $844.4 million, the fourth best annual tally in history. A total of 381,132 

hectares were sold this year in Northeastern BC at $2,215 per hectare. In 2009, the province attracted $892.9 
million in bonus bids on 389 664 hectares at an average of $2,291. 

The top bonus of $35.1 million was tendered by Scott Land & Lease Ltd. for a 6 619-hectare parcel in 
the Horn River Basin. The broker paid an average of $5,302 for the parcel. The area is being developed by 
large operators like Encana Corporation, Nexen Inc., Apache Canada Ltd. and Imperial Oil 
Limited. 

Over a five-year period from 2006 to 2010, BC. has attracted an average of $1.2 billion in bonus revenue 
at $2,159 per hectare. The top four calendar-year bonus totals were all recorded from 2007 to 2010, with the 
highest coming in 2008 when $2.7 billion filled the provincial treasury. 

 Total 2009: $892.9 million for 389,644 hectares at an average price of $2,291 per hectare. 
 Total 2008: $2.66 billion for 756,752 hectares at an average price of $3,518 per hectare 
 Total 2007: $401.00 million for 137579 hectares at an average price of $2,915 per hectare 
 Total 2006: $629.85 million for 690,875 hectares at an average price of $912 per hectare 
 Total 2005: $533.99 million for 579,402 hectares at an average price of $961.62 per hectare 
 Total 2004: $232.38 million for 540,427 hectares at an average price of $429.99 per hectare 
 Total 2003: $646.68 million for 733,487 hectares at an average price of $881.65 per hectare 
 Total 2002: $288.54 million 
 Total 2001: $439.47 million 
 Total 2000: $248.24 million 
 Total 1999: $176.17 million 
 Total 1998: $94.34 million 
 Total 1997: $211.70 million 

JuneWarren Nickle’s Energy Group 

OIL & GAS SALES 

BC’s 2009 year-end total was $892.9 
million as 389,664 hectares were 

auctioned off at an average of $2,291 
per hectare. 

Total 2008 - $2.66 billion 

Total 2006 - $629.85 million 

Total 2005 - $533.99 million 

Total 2004 - $232 million 

Total 2003 - $646.68 million 

Total 2002 - $288.54 million 

Total 2001 - $439.47 million 

Total 2000 - $248.24 million 

Total 1999 - $176.17 million 
Nickle’s Energy Group 

Total 2007 - $1.047 billion 
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NUMBER OF WELLS 
DRILLED IN BC  

1999 627 

2000 777 

2001 882 

2002 646 

2003 1049 

2004 1213 

2005 1376 

2006 1416 

2007 899 

2008 882 

2009 592 

Oil & Gas Commission 

2010 671 

Energy 
DRILLING LICENSES 

When the final numbers for this year, 2010 will likely show 
about 2,700 more licenses were approved for new horizontal 
wells this year than in the previous record year of 2008. That 
should put the horizontal licence count around 6,700 for 2010 
compared to the 2008 record of 4,019 permits. 

Through the first 11 months of 2010, operators licensed 
5,926 horizontal wells, including a monthly high of 761 in 
November, more than double last year's 11-month total of 2,848. 

Of the total to the end of November this year, 4,484 of the 
horizontal wells were chasing oil or bitumen while 694 had 
natural gas listed as the target. This excludes British Columbia 
which does not release information on the target objective. BC. 
Licensed 573 new horizontal wells to the end of November 
compared to 2,950 in Alberta, 1,904 in Saskatchewan and 501 in 
Manitoba. 

JuneWarren-Nickle's Energy Group 

PENGROWTH ENERGY  
Pengrowth Energy Trust has announced a $400 million projected capital program for 2011 is focused 

on delivering results from funding four major operated growth areas at Swan Hills, Groundbirch, Olds/
Garrington and Lindbergh. 

The 2011 capital program is designed to be flexible, scalable and responsive to uncertain commodity 
prices and market conditions, the trust said. The capital program of $400 million represents a 14% increase 
compared with the expected $350 million 2010 program. 

At Pengrowth's newly acquired Groundbirch Montney asset, it plans to spend a total of $55 million in 
2011. Of this amount, $30 million is allocated to drilling and associated completion activities required to 
maintain 28 mmcf per day of production capacity. The activity consists of drilling and completing one new 
well and completing four wells from the 2010 program. The remaining $25 million could be spent later in 
2011 in preparation for a second gas plant to be built in 2012. These activities may be delayed if there is an 
expectation at the time that gas prices will remain at their current levels. If this occurs, Pengrowth has 
contingent plans to redirect these funds to oil or liquids rich projects. 

JuneWarren-Nickle's Energy Group 

As of December 7, 2010, there were 48 rigs drilling, 10 released and 8 rigs prepped to spud. 
Oil & Gas Commission 

ACTIVE OIL RIGS 
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Energy 

With 48 towers, Dokie Wind Farm near 
Chetwynd, BC is larger than the 34-tower Bear 
Mountain Wind near Dawson Creek, which 
started feeding the BC Hydro grid in October 
2009. 

Dokie is fully constructed and nine of its 
towers have begun producing power.  Testing 
and electrical commissioning is underway on 
the rest. 

Dokie was developed by a startup 
company called EarthFirst Canada Inc., 
which signed a power purchase contract with 
BC Hydro in 2006. After spending $110 
million on the project, EarthFirst went bankrupt 
in late 2008, and Plutonic and General 
Electric purchased it in June 2009. 

Plutonic and GE also have a provincial environmental permit for a much larger project on nearby 
Wartenbe Mountain. The permit allows for up to 200 towers on nine ridges, to further develop the area 
identified in a 2004 survey as BC’s best land-based wind energy site. 

A feasibility study is underway on the Wartenbe Mountain terrain, and once a practical size is determined, 
the next step is seeking a power purchase contract with BC Hydro. 

Dokie has cost the new owners $228 million. It will generate 340 gigawatt hours per year, enough to 
supply the equivalent of 34,000 homes. 

www.kelownacapnews.com 

DOKIE WIND FARM 

Walter Energy and Western Coal Corp. announced that they have entered into an arrangement agreement 
for Walter Energy to acquire all of the outstanding common shares of Western Coal.  The transaction 
represents a total enterprise value of CAD$3.3 billion (USD$3.3 billion), net of cash on the balance sheet for 
Western Coal. 
The transaction will create the world’s leading, metallurgical coal producer with total coal reserves of 
approximately 385 million tons and a significant and growing production profile balanced between Walter 
Energy’s current high productivity assets and Western Coal’s high growth assets in Canada, the United States 
and the United Kingdom. The combined company expects to produce in excess of 20 million tons of coal by 
2012. It will also be the only producer with cost advantaged transportation access to the high growth Asian 
and South American seaborne metallurgical coal markets. 

Western Coal Corp. 

WALTER ENERGY & WESTERN COAL 

Mining 

Photo by Peace PhotoGraphics 

http://www.kelownacapnews.com
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First Coal's properties are located in the Peace River Coalfield west of the District of Chetwynd in 
Northeastern British Columbia, Canada. 

First Coal Corp has 52,802 hectares under tenure licence and 41,190 hectares under application for 
licences. First Coal is the largest holder of coal properties in the region. 

These properties have a history of coal exploration, with historic resource estimates of 1.6 billion tonnes 
of in situ coal deposits. The coal is primarily metallurgical coal which is used in steel making. 

The properties are centrally divided by Highway 97, an all-weather regional highway, and CN Rail's line 
connecting the region to the export coal terminal of Ridley Island, near Prince Rupert, BC. 

First Coal is initially focusing its operations on developing its Central South property near Chetwynd, 
British Columbia. 

It is expected that the mine construction at Central South will commence in 2013 in preparation for full 
production at 1.5 million tonnes per year commencing in 2014. Exploration and development of the South 
Cirque property is planned for production to commence in 2017 for combined production of 3.0 million tonnes 
of clean coal per year. 

First Coal 

The future of coal mining in the Peace region looks strong as the resource attracts the attention of 
international investors. 

On Dec. 3, Florida-based Walter Energy announced it had reached a deal to buy Vancouver-based 
Western Coal, the largest producer of metallurgical (steel-making) coal in the region, for $3.3 billion. 

Western Coal operates the Willow Creek and Brule Mines near Chetwynd, and the Wolverine Mine near 
Tumbler Ridge. Earlier this year, the company had announced plans to triple production and hire 
approximately 500 additional workers over the next three fiscal years, and a spokesperson for Walter Energy 
said those plans remain intact. 

"The growth story was one of the most attractive parts of why we were interested in Western Coal," said 
Michael Monahan. He said historically, the majority of the coal produced by his company has been shipped to 
steel-producing customers in South America and Europe, but the acquisition of Western Coal allows for 
access into Asian markets. 

Monahan said the company would maintain a strong presence in surrounding communities. 
He wouldn't comment specifically on whether the company had made a bid to purchase Peace River 

Coal, another major producer in the region, but said the company is always looking for potential mergers and 
acquisitions that would fit their profile. 

The ownership group of Peace River Coal announced it was putting the company up for sale last year. 
The Globe and Mail reported the offer attracted more than 60 companies from within Canada and abroad, but 
as of late August this year, the list of potential buyers had been narrowed down to just a few companies. A 
deal is expected before year-end. 

Pierre Gratton, president and CEO of the Mining Association of British Columbia, said Walter Energy's 
acquisition of Western Coal creates a new powerhouse in metallurgical coal production, with increased 
capacity to expand. "I think what this acquisition shows is the region has really caught international attention, 
and I think that's very good news for the Northeast," he added. 

Gratton said the growth in demand for metallurgical coal in markets like China and India should ensure 
economic stability in the region for many years. 

Northeast News 

Mining 
FUTURE OF COAL MINING 

FIRST COAL 
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ALASKA HIGHWAY 

Tourism 

For the first time, representatives from most of the communities that line the Alaska Highway, in addition 
to tourism and parks officials from all levels of government, got together in one room to discuss how best to 
credit the region's transportation artery. They were there to determine the role the highway has played in the 
region's development and to mark its place in the pages of national history. 

Hosted by the Alaska Highway Community, the national heritage designation kick-start meeting drew 
representatives to Fort St. John from Parks Canada - the organization responsible for such designations - 
tourism officials, regional politicians and history buffs. 

While work has been ongoing for years to get the project off the ground and national plaques in the 
ground there has never been a meeting of this scope before. 

"This meeting will be a catalyst by bringing together all the groups that can identify all of the areas of 
historic interest," said event organizer Tom Sparrow. 

He said the highway deserves national historic status because of the vital role the route played, and 
continues to play, in the development of the North. 

Taylor Mayor Fred Jarvis explained that the highway was integral to war efforts during the Second World 
War. 

"The Americans wanted to protect their northern territories from a Japanese invasion like Pearl Harbour," 
said Jarvis. 

He said the highway was crucial for the Americans to be able to transport planes and soldiers to their 
vulnerable territory in Alaska where the Japanese were island-hopping their way to Juno. 

The Alaska Highway was an engineering first for its time, both in its engineering difficulty and the time 
within which it was completed. 

"They had untrained soldiers from the deep South working in climates they had never seen before, and 
doing work that had never been done," said Jarvis. 

Since the end of the Second World War, Jarvis said, the highway has been significant in its role as lifeline 
to the North. 

"It's what allowed oil and gas exploration in this area fifty years ago and its what continues to let that 
happen north of here in Fort Nelson," explained Jarvis. 

The project will seek to identify specific sites along the highway that cumulatively make the route an 
historic gem for the country. An example of this is the Kiskatinaw Bridge, which was the first of its kind in 
terms of its curvature and engineering. 

The decision to grant the heritage status will eventually be made by the Minister of Heritage, based on the 
advice from the Historical Sites and Monuments Board of Canada and the process usually takes between two 
and three years. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

Photo by Peace PhotoGraphics 
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City News 
PROPERTY ASSESSMENTS 

CALVIN KRUK CENTRE FOR THE ARTS 

More than 22,000 
property owners in the 
South Peace River 
Region can expect to 
receive their 2011 
assessment notice in the 
beginning of January. 

Assessments are 
the estimate of a 
property’s market value 
as of July 1, 2010.  This 
common valuation date 
ensures there is an 
equitable property 
assessment base for 
property taxation. 

Real estate sales 
determine a property’s 
value which is reported 
annual ly  by BC 
Assessment on assessment notices.  Local governments and other taxing authorities are responsible for 
property taxation and, after determining their own budget needs this spring, will decide their property tax rates 
based on the assessment roll for their jurisdiction. 

BC Assessment 

Location Total / Sub Totals 2010 2011 Change 

Dawson Creek  

Total Roll 1,393,474,000 1,484,299,000 6.52% 

Residential 855,971,000 941,195,000 9.96% 

Commercial 479,193,000 485,013,000 1.21% 

Tumbler Ridge  

Total Roll 421,190,000 439,670,000 4.39% 

Residential 220,721,000 227,718,000 3.17% 

Commercial 67,866,000 67,567,000 -0.44% 

Chetwynd  

Total Roll 319,526,000 352,009,000 10.17% 

Residential 137,570,100 165,544,100 20.33% 

Commercial 88,645,000 95,953,000 8.24% 

Total Roll 64,771,000 70,397,000 8.69% 

Residential 49,120,000 52,192,000 6.26% 

Commercial 14,007,000 16,454,000 17.47% 

Pouce Coupe  

The Calvin Kruk Centre for the Arts (CKCA) is going ahead. The project was in an alternative approval 
process where the city sought permission from electors to borrow up to $4 million to finish the centre. The 
deadline for elector response was Dec. 29. 

"Unofficially we have 201 electors response forms," said Director of Corporate Administration Brenda 
Ginter. 

There would have had to be 719 forms for the issue to go to a referendum. 
The next steps towards the CKCA completion will see the forth and final reading of the loan authorization 

bylaw at Jan. 10 city council meeting. 
The city hopes to go to tender early in the new year - a process which lasts 30 days. After which, a tender 

will be likely be awarded late January, said Mayor Mike Bernier. 
So far the city has received well over $7 million in grants and donations, and they continue to see 

donations coming in. 
If the mayor's anticipated timeline works out, the CKCA should only be a couple of months behind 

schedule, he said. 
"[That] means we should still be able to open up in 2011 - towards the latter part of 2011," he said. 
The original opening date was set for September 2011. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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City News 

BEN HEPPNER TO PERFORM AT CKCA FUNDRAISER 
Mayor Mike Bernier had two big and positive announcements around the Calvin Kruk Centre for the Arts 

(CKCA).  
The first, a hefty donation made-towards the centre by Ferus Inc. 
Second, Bernier announced that former Dawson Creek resident, and now famous tenor, Ben Heppner has 

arranged to come home for a visit to put on a free concert to raise funds for the arts centre. 
Bernier recalled that during the town hall meeting about the project, a woman stood up and asked the city 

to try to get Heppner to come help out. At the time the crowd laughed at the suggestion, but Bernier actually 
got in touch with the world famous opera singer and confirmed a date. 

“He and I have been in communications and he just found a window of a couple of days in his next tour 
where he can sneak to Dawson Creek and do a free charity concert to raise money for the centre," said Bernier. 

The concert is set tentatively for March 2011. 
Heppner was born and raised in Dawson Creek, and the street leading to city hall is named after him. 
He studied music at the University of British Columbia, and gained national attention in 1979 as the 

winner of CBC's Talent Festival. 
Now a world-renowned opera singer. Heppner travels the world, excelling in some of the most 

challenging dramatic roles in opera today. From Wagner's Tristan and Lohengrin to Verdi's Otello and Berlioz' 
Aeneas, it has been said that Heppner's performances have set new standards in his demanding repertoire. He 
has worked in some of the most prestigious recital venues around the world including Carnegie Hall, the 
Berlin Philharmonic and the Metropolitan Opera. 

A 1988 winner of the Metropolitan Opera auditions, Heppner is also a Grammy and Juno Award winner. 
He was named an Officer of the Order of Canada in 2002.  

Dawson Creek Daily News 

Newcomer to town Ferus Inc. donated $75,000 to the city to go towards the Calvin Kruk Centre for the 
Arts (CKCA). 

"We're very excited about it," said Ferus Vice President of External Affairs, Joe Ladouceur. "We feel it's 
extremely important that we involve ourselves more directly with the community rather than just setting up an 
operation and coming and doing our business, we really want to become part of [Dawson Creek]." 

Ladouceur said the company decided to donate to the arts centre because it seemed like the perfect project 
to become associated with. 

Mayor Mike Bernier said the donation is probably the first service sector company to make a major 
contribution. 

"We've have a lot a of the big companies like Encana, Shell and Murphy, those kind of companies, but 
this is the first major service sector company, which is one that works for those big companies," he said. 

With Ferus coming forward, the amount of money raised for the CKCA is well over $7 million, said 
Bernier of the $13 million project. He added that including the government grants brings the total raised to 
about $10 million. 

Construction is already underway for Ferus' $20 million liquid nitrogen plant. Ladouceur anticipates it 
should be up and running by the fall 2011.  

Ferus is a privately owned company which specializes in providing integrated solutions to the energy 
industry.  The company handles issues involving well stimulation, well completion and enhanced oil recovery. 

The Centre is to be built in honour of Calvin Kruk, the late mayor of Dawson Creek. 
Dawson Creek Daily News, www.energeticcity.ca  

FERUS DONATION TO CKCA 

http://www.energeticcity.ca
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City News 
KISKATINAW WATERSHED 

An audit of cattle grazing, forest harvesting and road construction and maintenance practices on Crown 
land in the Kiskatinaw River watershed found that legal requirements to conserve soils and protect water 
quality were met, according to a report. 

The audit examined forestry, oil and gas, and range operations in the Kiskatinaw River watershed. 
The Kiskatinaw River originates in the foothills of the Rocky Mountains and supplies drinking water for 

the City of Dawson Creek. 
"While the board traditionally audits forestry and range activities, we also recognize that oil and gas 

companies carry out the same types of harvesting and road activities and can impact forest values," said Forest 
Practices Board chair Al Gorley. 

"We chose to include forest clearing and road construction for wells and pipelines to see how well 
legislative requirements were met. However, our audit was limited to the requirements of provincial forestry 
legislation, such as preventing sediment from entering streams. We did not have authority to look at other 
issues like water usage, which would fall under the provincial Water Act." 

While the audit found all the operators met legal requirements, it did note some grazing sites where cattle 
were congregating in streams and causing localized disturbance. This is a practice that could be improved.  

Journal of Commerce 

The new climbing wall at the Kenn Borek Aquatic Centre will soon feature fresh artwork from local artist 
Karl Mattson. 

City council approved the project for Mattson who approached the city to paint murals on different parts 
of the wall. 

"I think the climbing wall is a great addition to the complex," said Mattson. 
Mattson explained he plans to paint three different scenes around the wall and the boulder. 
"The piece will consist of several different elements inspired by Peace Country poplar forests, peaks of 

the Rockies, and ancient cave art and petroglyphs like those found in France and Australia," he described. 
The part of the wall dubbed "the cave," Mattson plans to paint a mural inspired by the ancient native rock 

carvings of Newspaper Rock and the Stone Age cave art of France's Lascaux caves. 
"Spelunkers and cave climbers alike appreciate the primitive and primordial atmosphere of rock caves," 

Mattson said in his proposal to council. "I would like the cave climbers in Dawson Creek to experience this in 
an indoor setting." 

In "the crevasse" that runs to the top of the wall, Mattson wants to paint exaggerated, snow lopped peaks, 
stylized mountains based on Lawren Harris' painting entitled Mount Lefroy. 

Mattson noted the peaks would add to the height of the structure and give a "reach for the top" feeling as 
they make their way up. 

Behind the boulder would feature a local scene of poplar trees and ravens in the winter. 
"I would utilize the existing colours on the wall to create a scene that would subtly blend into the rest of 

the walls," Mattson described. "The light background also lends itself well to the contrast created by the 
smooth bark and black lenticels of Peace Country aspen trees." 

Mattson said the boulder paintings "would complete the climbing wall murals and compliment the 
pinnacle and cave by giving the feel of being outdoors with the exhilaration of the approach to the climb." 

The city will pay Mattson $2,500 for the project, which includes the paint and labour. 
Dawson Creek  Daily News 

KISKATINAW WATERSHED 
An audit of cattle grazing, forest harvesting and road construction and maintenance practices on Crown 

land in the Kiskatinaw River watershed found that legal requirements to conserve soils and protect water 
quality were met, according to a report. 

The audit examined forestry, oil and gas, and range operations in the Kiskatinaw River watershed. 
The Kiskatinaw River originates in the foothills of the Rocky Mountains and supplies drinking water for 

the City of Dawson Creek. 
"While the board traditionally audits forestry and range activities, we also recognize that oil and gas 

companies carry out the same types of harvesting and road activities and can impact forest values," said Forest 
Practices Board chair Al Gorley. 

"We chose to include forest clearing and road construction for wells and pipelines to see how well 
legislative requirements were met. However, our audit was limited to the requirements of provincial forestry 
legislation, such as preventing sediment from entering streams. We did not have authority to look at other 
issues like water usage, which would fall under the provincial Water Act." 

While the audit found all the operators met legal requirements, it did note some grazing sites where cattle 
were congregating in streams and causing localized disturbance. This is a practice that could be improved.  

Journal of Commerce 

CLIMBING WALL 
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A new formula for calculating water and sewer rates for residential and commercial users in Dawson 
Creek will begin in the new year. 

The variable rate for potable water will increase to $1.20 per cubic metre from $0.69 as of Jan. 1. This 
represents a 35 per cent increase based on the average home with a 5/8 inch meter that uses 33 cubic metres 
every two months (the billing period). The rate for untreated, raw water will increase to $0.90 in 2011. 

Those rates will increase to $1.68 and $1.25 per cubic metre, respectively, in 2013. 
Kevin Henderson, director of infrastructure and sustainable development, said the new rates are based on 

two separate studies that were done on how to bring rates more in line with the costs of production and 
distribution. He said the rate increases were staggered to avoid downloading the increased costs on consumers 
all at once. 

Those rates will no longer include a minimum charge for 
the first 43 cubic metres used bi-monthly, so consumers who 
use less will save money. The rates will cover operating costs, 
and any resulting surpluses will be put back into the water 
utility fund for investment in infrastructure. 

The fixed rate charged to maintain water system 
infrastructure will also change. 

That charge will no longer be based on frontage, a tax rate 
based on the length of a property that is currently added to 
annual properly taxes. Instead, the fixed rate will be charged bi
-monthly and will be based on meter size. 

Henderson said this eliminates inequity, as the frontage tax 
is unfair to users who have property but are not hooked up to 
the system; users who may have smaller meters but pay more 
than a user with a larger meter with less frontage; and some 
users outside City boundaries who do not pay frontage but use 
the water system. 

He added the fixed charge is important to maintaining 
infrastructure now and in the future. 

The variable rate for sewer use will remain at 60% of the 
water use rates, meaning that rate would increase to $0.72 per 
cubic metre next year, or a bi-monthly sewer billing of $23.76 
based on the average household consumption cited above.  As 
per water rates, there will no longer be a frontage tax 
associated with sewer service, but rather a fixed, bi-monthly 
rate equal to 40 per cent of the fixed charges on water meters. 

Northeast News 

City News 
WATER & SEWER RATES 

Service Type January 1, 
2011 

January 1, 
2013 

Business $ 1.20 $ 1.68 

Residential $ 1.20 $ 1.68 

Outside City $ 1.20 $ 1.68 

Bulk $ 4.50 $ 5.25 

Raw Water $ 0.90 $ 1.25 

   

Water Fixed Charge  Sewer Fixed 
Charge 

Meter Size Bi-Monthly 
Charge 

Bi-Monthly 
Charge 

5/8" $ 37.00 $ 14.80 

3/4" $ 53.00 $ 21.20 

1" $ 95 .00 $ 38.00 

1.5" $ 213 .00 $ 85.20 

2” $ 379 .00 $ 151.60 

Water Usage Charge 
(per cubic metre)  
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Education 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

Planning 10 students at South Peace Secondary School got their first taste of entrepreneurship selling food 
and products during the school's lunch hour, and the experiment proved a success as students raised $762 for 
local charities. 

"I think that a lot of students, once they get to go through that experience, they realize how much fun it 
can be and how rewarding it can be for a possible future career for them," said teacher Kathy Shoemaker. "I 
have a lot of ambitious students in here and they jumped right in and took off and ran with the program, so I 
think they really benefitted from actually going through that process hands on." 

Before opening up their own shops, students learned about setting up a business plan, dealing with 
finances and how to market products. The project was part of the joint effort between SPSS and the Kiwanis 
Enterprise Centre known as the Junior Achievement Program. 

After the experiment concluded, Shoemaker discussed with her class some of the challenges involved 
with starting a new business.  Many of the students were surprised by the preparation time needed before they 
could open up shop. 

“They didn’t realize it was going to take as long as it did,” said Shoemaker.  “Some of them had 
mentioned on Friday that it wasn’t as busy as Wednesday and Thursday, so they got into a conversation about 
traffic and the flow of business. Some days are good, some days are maybe not so good, and that can affect 
your cash flow." 

She added that location was another issue. One business saw less traffic because of its placement. 
In total though, students far exceeded Shoemaker's expectations. They raised a combined $762 in just 

three days of business. The class decided as a group to split that money three ways: to the Salvation Army, the 
South Peace SPCA and a local family in need. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

Photo by Peace PhotoGraphics 



- 15 - December 2010 

EXTREME MATERNITY MAKEOVER 

Human Services 
FILL THE BOOT CAMPAIGN 

Dawson Creek firefighters filled up their boots with more than ash and feet this year, raising over $10,000 
for muscular dystrophy in the Fill the Boot campaign. 

“All of our members come out — some of them on shift and most of them are off duty — volunteering 
their time to raise money for muscular dystrophy,” said Captain Dennis Kesterke of the Dawson Creek Fire 
Department. 

In the Fill the Boot campaign, firefighters go to local businesses with their boots out looking for 
donations. 

Kesterke has been involved with the department for 30 years and this year’s total funds raised is one of 
the largest he has ever seen.  He just came back from a trip to Vancouver to receive an award for raising 
money in the $10,000-$20,000 range. 

Kesterke said that firefighters in BC and the Yukon raised over $600,000 this year for muscular 
dystrophy. 

There is presently no cure for muscular dystrophy.  An estimated 50,000 Canadians are affected by 
neuromuscular disorders, which may cause people to lose the ability to walk, speak and ultimately breathe.  
Canadian firefighters have been fundraising for the cause for over 50 years. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

The Dawson Creek and District Hospital Foundation is turning to the public for help to ensure the very 
best care for the newest members of the community and their mothers. 

The Foundation launched its "Extreme Maternity Makeover" campaign a couple of months ago, and is 
hoping the generosity of the holiday season will carry it closer to the goal of fully renovating and re-equipping 
the maternity ward in 2011. 

President Kristina Van De Walle explained the renovations are badly needed, as many parts of the unit 
haven’t been updated since the 1960's.  However, she said having the best equipment - including blanket 
warmers, birthing beds, baby monitors, and a radiant warmer (a body-warming device for newborns) - is also a 
big part of the campaign. 

Unfortunately, due to the fiscal restraints of the Province, a new maternity ward won't be a reality next 
year unless the Foundation can raise the roughly $600,000 needed, said Van De Walle.  She said the 
Foundation believes this is a priority and hopes the community will see it as one too. 

The response so far has been amazing, she said, with over $100,000 raised so far.  She said she is 
confident the community will get behind this campaign, as was the case with the new cancer unit that was 
completed at the beginning of this year. 

Northeast News 
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