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The Province of BC and the Government of Canada signed a new Canada-British Columbia Western Economic 
Partnership Agreement (WEPA) that will invest a total of $50 million towards supporting long-term economic growth and 
competitiveness in British Columbia. 

The Western Economic Partnership Agreement (WEPA) will be funded by $25 million each from the B.C. government 
and Western Economic Diversification Canada. British Columbia has participated in two previous WEPA partnerships with 
the federal government to support economic development projects. The current WEPA agreement is focused on job 
creation, business productivity and competitiveness, fostering a low carbon economy and generating regional economic 
development. 

WEPA projects will reinforce B.C.’s economic strengths in knowledge-based businesses and technological innovation, 
and assist resource industries to cope with global economic change. Projects funded through WEPA will help British 
Columbia organizations to research and develop clean energy and environmental technologies, accelerate investment 
attraction to B.C. and support the success of new products and processes. 

First Nations and communities in B.C.’s various regions will also benefit through projects aimed at diversifying their 
local economies. These initiatives will help them face challenges such as the downturn in resource-based industries. The 
$25-million federal contribution for British Columbia is part of a $100-million Government of Canada investment in the 
West through the Western Economic Partnership Agreements. 

Western Economic Diversification Canada, in partnership with the provinces, industry associations and communities, 
promotes the development and diversification of the western economy, coordinates federal economic activities in the West 
and represents the interests of western Canadians in national decision-making. 

Government of BC News Release 

C A N A DA ,  B.C.  S I G N  $50-MI L L I O N  E C O N O M I C  
P A RT N E R S H I P  

Employment 
January 2009  

Northeastern BC Unemployment Rates   
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

2003 8.9 8.2 7.1 7.2 6.7 7.2 7.2 7.7 7.9 6.8 6.0 4.3 
2004 4.4 4.2 4.6 5.0 6.3 8.3 9.0 8.0 6.3 4.7 —* —* 
2005 4.9 4.5 5.0 4.1 5.4 5.2 4.9 4.2 4.4 4.4 —* —* 
2006 —* —* —* —* —* 4.4 —* —* 4.2 5.2 4.9 —* 
2007 —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* 

* The unemployment rate for Northeastern BC has been suppressed due to high sample variance. 

2008 —* —* —* 4.3 5.0 5.9 6.2 6.3 5.8 5.0 4.5 3.6 
2009 4.6 4.6 6.5 6.5 8.4        
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LA B O U R FO RC E   
• The province’s unemployment rate leaped 0.8 percentage points higher to 6.1% in January 

(seasonally adjusted), the highest month-over month increase in the jobless rate recorded since 
late 2001. Employment dropped 1.5%, representing a loss of 35,100 jobs as British Columbia continued to feel 
the pinch of the global economic downturn. The employment decline in BC was deeper than in any other province 
and nearly twice the national average (–0.8%). 

The goods sector took a drubbing in January as employment tumbled 6.9%. Manufacturers shed nearly one-
tenth (–9.6%) while job losses continued to accumulate in the construction industry (–4.8%), which saw its fourth 
consecutive monthly decline in January. After two months of gains late in 2008, employment weakened in forestry, 
fishing & mining (–5.9%). 

Employment in the service sector was 0.1% lower than the previous month. The number of jobs grew most 
significantly in professional, scientific & technical (+4.6%), health care (+2.2%) and finance, insurance & real 
estate (+1.5%). However, these gains were offset by a drop in employment in other industries such as 
transportation & warehousing (–4.3%) and trade (–1.9%). Data Source: Statistics Canada 

• Nowhere in the province were job losses felt more keenly than in Cariboo where employment 
plummeted (–7.2%, 3-month moving average). Kootenay (–1.0%) and Mainland/Southwest (–1.6%) also 
saw employment opportunities shrink. 

However, many regions saw gains in the number of jobs offered, but had these increases overshadowed by a 
rising number of people looking for work. In Northeast, employment rose 8.5%, but an 11.0% increase in the size 
of the region’s labour force pushed unemployment 1.0 percentage points higher to 4.6%. While there were 4.0% 
more jobs in Vancouver Island/Coast, the number of jobseekers was up by 4.7% resulting in a higher jobless rate 
(5.1%). Similar scenarios unfolded in Thompson/Okanagan where unemployment rose to 7.0% and North Coast/
Nechako where the jobless rate jumped to 9.3%. Data Source: Statistics Canada 

BC Stats Infoline Issue: 09-05 February 6, 2009 

February  2009  

Employment 

• British Columbia’s unemployment rate rose 0.4 percentage points to 5.3% (seasonally adjusted) 
in December as a result of a shrinking number of jobs (–0.3%) and a slight expansion in the size 
of the labour force (+0.1%). This marks the fifth consecutive month in which the province has failed to see an 
increase in the number of jobs. Nationally, unemployment rose to 6.6% in December due to a large drop in full-
time employment. Data Source: Statistics Canada  

• An increase in the number of jobs and a downsizing of the labour force in Northeast yielded the 
lowest unemployment rate in the province at 3.6% (3-month moving average) in December. North 
Coast/Nechako’s unemployment rate rose to 8.4% while joblessness in Kootenay jumped to 7.0%. Cariboo (5.6%) 
and Mainland/Southwest (4.5%) saw unemployment rates edge slightly higher as unemployment in Vancouver 
Island/Coast remained unchanged at 4.5%. Data Source: Statistics Canada  

BC Stats Infoline Issue: Issue: 09-01 January 9, 2009 

LA B O U R FO RC E   

January 2009  
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LA B O U R FO RC E   
• British Columbia’s unemployment rate jumped again in February, rising to 6.7% (seasonally 

adjusted). The latest increase brought the province’s jobless rate to its highest level in nearly four years, as 
employment fell (-0.2%) for the sixth straight month. 

Despite the recent increase, BC’s unemployment rate remains among the lowest in the country, and was a full 
percentage point below the national average (7.7%). However, British Columbia had the highest unemployment 
rate in western Canada. Rates in the Prairie provinces ranged from 4.7% in Saskatchewan to 5.4% in Alberta. 

Canada’s unemployment rate also continued to climb in February, rising to 7.7%. Job losses in Alberta (-
1.2%), Ontario (-0.5%), Quebec (-0.5%), BC (-0.2%) and parts of Atlantic Canada all contributed to a 0.5% drop 
in employment. Data Source: Statistics Canada 

• Tighter labour market conditions are having an effect on regional unemployment rates, which 
ranged from a low of 4.6% (three month moving average, unadjusted) in Northeast to 9.8% in 
North Coast/Nechako. Workers in Vancouver (5.7%, seasonally adjusted) and Victoria (5.8%) were less likely 
to be unemployed than those in other parts of the province. In Abbotsford, the jobless rate was 6.9%.  Data Source: 
Statistics Canada 

BC Stats Infoline Issue: 09-10 March 13, 2009 

F U L L  LA B O U R M O B I L I T Y  

March 2009  

Employment 

Two Labour Market Agreement job development initiatives, Petroleum Field Services Entrepreneur Training 
and Professional Driver Training for Women, will provide training for workers in the oil and gas industry, announced 
Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources Minister Blair Lekstrom. Funding for the partnerships is provided by the 
Government of Canada through the Canada- B.C. Labour Market Agreement.  

“Through these career development initiatives we are investing in job training opportunities that will ensure people 
have the necessary skills to obtain employment in the oil and gas sector,” said Lekstrom. “The Province, in partnership with 
Human Resources and Skills Development Canada, is proud to be able to help hard-working British Columbians develop 
the skills they need to create and find good jobs and provide for their families.” 

The Petroleum Field Services Entrepreneur Training is a petroleum industry specific business training program that will 
provide potential entrepreneurs with the skills to start their own business providing goods or services to oil, gas or pipeline 
companies operating in British Columbia. 

Northeast News 

T R A I N I N G  P RO G R A M S  

BC is the first province in Canada to introduce legislation that dismantles barriers to full labour mobility for all trades 
and professions. 

Bill 9 supports the national Agreement on Internal Trade (AIT) and allows certified workers in any province to be 
recognized and practise their profession in any other Canadian jurisdiction. 

The new measure enables B.C. employers to hire skilled trades and professions from other parts of the country. This is 
important as retirements over the next 10 years are forecast to exceed the total number of students currently in the B.C. post
-secondary system. Under the agreement, each province is responsible for maintaining and monitoring the working 
requirements through provincial legislation for regulated occupations, including engineers and certified trades. 

Reed Construction Data 

Apri l  2009  
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Regional employment continued to wane in March, sending unemployment rates higher. Northeast had 
the lowest jobless rate in the province despite rising 1.9 percentage points to 6.5% (3-month moving average, unadjusted). 
Vancouver Island/Coast’s labour force remained virtually unchanged. However, employment in the region fell (–1.0%), 
putting the unemployment rate at 6.8%. In Mainland/Southwest, the number of people looking for work expanded (+0.3%) 
while the number of available jobs shrank (–0.5%) pushing joblessness to 6.6%.     

Cariboo saw its largest recorded monthly decrease in employment (–4.4%) while North Coast/Nechako posted its 
seventh consecutive monthly drop in employment (–2.5%).  Kootenay’s unemployment inched up to 8.9% and in 
Thompson/Okanagan the jobless rate increased to 9.1%.     

Joblessness continued to increase in the province’s largest urban centres with both Vancouver (6.3%) and Victoria 
(5.5%) registering higher unemployment rates (3-month moving average, unadjusted). Data Source: Statistics Canada 

BC Stats Infoline Issue: 09-14 April 9th, 2009 

LA B O U R FO RC E 

According to the 2006 Census, BC’s median census family income for 2005 was $62,346, the fifth highest in the 
country, and below the national figure of $63,866. The median income is the point at which exactly half of families had 
higher incomes, and half had lower incomes. 

The highest incomes were seen in the Northwest Territories ($86,132), followed by the Yukon Territory ($75,251), 
Alberta ($73,823) and Ontario ($69,156). The lowest family incomes were seen in Nunavut ($49,270), Newfoundland & 
Labrador ($49,645), and New Brunswick ($52,878). 
Median Census Family Income for Urban Areas in BC 

Among BC’s 26 urban centres, the highest 2005 median family incomes were found in: 
• Kitimat $84,979) 
• Fort St. John ($82,458) 
• Prince George ($72,698) 
• Victoria ($69,025) 
• Squamish ($68,563) 
• Dawson Creek ($68,149) 
The lowest family incomes were in the Census Agglomerations of Penticton ($53,875), Salmon Arm ($55,179), 

Parksville ($55,524) and Port Alberni ($56,260). 
BC Stats Infoline Issue: 09-12 March 27th, 2009 

M E D I A N  C E N S U S  F A M I LY  IN C O M E 

Employment 
Apri l  2009  
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G R E E N S M A R T  M A N U FAC T U R I N G  
A manufacturing company in Dawson Creek has announced that it will be expanding its operations and hiring 83 new 

full-time employees. 
Greensmart Manufacturing Ltd., located on the south edge of Dawson Creek on Highway 2 towards Pouce Coupe, will 

receive funding from the Northern Development Initiative Trust (NDIT) under its Northern Development Capital 
Investment and Training Rebate program, for training those new employees and expanding their operations.  

The company specializes in manufacturing environmentally-friendly buildings such as modular homes and affordable 
living complexes, well-site office structures and commercial buildings such as hotels and motels. 

Dawson Creek Mayor Mike Bernier, Pouce Coupe Mayor Lyman Clark, and Peace River Regional District chair Karen 
Goodings praised the announcement as an opportunity for Dawson Creek and the region to create more jobs and attract 
more people to the area, and Bernier added that it continued his city’s support for green innovation in business.  

The company merged last month with Shelter Industries Inc. to create Greensmart Shelters Inc., and, although the 
companies will operate separately, President and CEO Alex Wik said it gives them additional management expertise to be 
more competitive. One of the first joint-venture projects the new company has secured is to build 202 modular classrooms 
for 18 schools in Alberta. Wik said that opportunity, and the possibilities around the modular homes promised as part of the 
provincial government’s 2010 Legacies program, have allowed his company to start selling their products commercially. 

He said even with the new employees, the warehouse will only be at about one-third of its maximum capacity, so there 
could be more expansions in the future. 

The NDIT will facilitate hiring those 83 new employees by providing up to $10,000 per employee to cover 100 per cent 
of the training costs, 50 per cent of their first-month’s wages, and five per cent of capital investments for new equipment 
and supplies. CEO Janine North said the company will have two years in which to provide information on those 
expenditures in order to receive a rebate. 

Northeast News 

May 2009  

Employment 

Photo by Peace PhotoGraphics 
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A broad coalition of construction organizations in BC has launched a new initiative to fill the gap left from a predicted 
wave of retirements. 

The group is advocating the use of an intensified apprenticeship training program. 
The Construction Sector Council (CSC) provincial report estimates that 6,400 new workers will need to be hired in BC 

to meet increased construction activity from now until 2017. 
This is in addition to 26,000 new workers that will be required to replace retiring baby boomers. 
The Industry Training Authority and its partners launched an information campaign called Now’s the Time to 

demonstrate to employers that there is a solid business case for taking advantage of the current recession to retain and hire 
apprentices, as well as encourage apprentices to catch up on their technical in-class training. 

The Now’s the Time campaign stresses that while the recession is temporary, future labour shortages are not. 
Close to 5,000 of B.C.’s second-year apprentices have yet to take any in-class components of their training required for 

trades certification. 
Construction associations are on board. 
“We want our members to continue supporting our trades skills development because work is fairly accessible now and 

things are going to pick up or get better” said Jack Davidson, president of the BC Road Builders and Heavy Construction 
Association. 

“In our industry, the average age is 55 years. We need young people to come into the system that these guys can 
mentor. You can train someone, but you need overlap so they can benefit from 30 years of experience.” 

The coalition includes the B.C. Chamber of Commerce; the Business Council of British Columbia; the Independent 
Contractors Business Association; the Vancouver Board of Trade; the B.C. Construction Association; the B.C. Road 
Builders; the B.C. and Yukon Building Trades Council; the Automotive Training Standards Organization; the Residential 
Construction Industry Training Organization; Hort Education B.C.; the Transportation Career Development Association; the 
Resource Training Organization; the Piping Industry Apprenticeship Board; Propel; the Trades Training Consortium of 
B.C.; Camosun College; the College of the Rockies; Northern Lights College; Selkirk College; Vancouver Community 
College; and Thompson Rivers University. 

The Industry Training Authority is the provincial crown agency responsible for overseeing B.C.’s industry training and 
apprenticeship system. 

Journal of Commerce 

N OW ’S  T H E TI M E IN I T I AT I V E 

June 2009  

Employment 
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• The province’s jobless rate increased 0.2 percentage points to 7.6% (seasonally adjusted) in 
May, as a 0.3% increase in the size of the labour force was greater than the rise in the number of 
people with jobs (+0.1%). Last month marked a tough start for students looking for summer work in the 
province, as young people between the ages of 15 and 24 faced an unemployment rate of 11.7%, substantially 
higher than for their older counterparts (6.8% for those aged 25 and up). 

However, overall, BC’s unemployment rate was the third lowest in the country and remained below the 
national average. Canada’s unemployment rate climbed to 8.4% in May, reaching its highest rate in eleven years. 
The 42,000 job losses were fuelled in part by further declines in the manufacturing sector, particularly in Ontario, 
where the unemployment rate jumped to 9.4% (up 0.7 points from April). Although Manitoba’s jobless rate rose 
0.3 percentage points to 4.9% in May, it remained the lowest in the country (tied with Saskatchewan). Alberta 
(6.6%) was the only other province where the jobless rate was lower than in BC. Data Source: Statistics Canada 

• Among BC’s regions, Vancouver Island/Coast (6.9%, 3-month moving average) posted the lowest 
unemployment rate. However, this rate masks big differences in the incidence of unemployment in this region. 
Victoria’s unemployment rate was 6.2%, while residents of Nanaimo (7.4%) were comparatively much more likely 
to be unemployed. 

The jobless rate in Mainland/Southwest (7.2%) was also lower than the provincial average. Conversely, the 
northern and interior regions had the highest unemployment rates, ranging from 8.4% in Northeast to 9.9% in 
Thompson/Okanagan and 12.9% in Cariboo. Among municipalities, Kamloops (9.7%), Chilliwack (10.7%), 
Kelowna (11.5%), Prince George (11.6%) and Dawson Creek (15.2%) all had unemployment rates that were 
well above the provincial average. Data Source: Statistics Canada 

BC Stats Infoline Issue: 09-22 June 5, 2009 

LA B O U R FO RC E   

The Province is investing $17 million in 10 projects around B.C. to improve the skills of people who are either 
unemployed or under-qualified, providing small businesses with new training resources to meet their labour demands. 

Three projects will be offered in the Northeast. 
 
Skilled Trades Employment 
The British Columbia Construction Association is offering this project to help unemployed people and workers with 

low skills enter and advance in construction careers. It will also strengthen small businesses in the construction sector. The 
program will be offered through 11 locations: Abbotsford, Campbell River, Fort St. John, Nelson, Kamloops, Kelowna, 
Nanaimo, Prince George, Prince Rupert, Vancouver and Victoria. ( www.bccassn.com ) 

 
Residential Construction Training 
Under this project, the Canadian Home Builders’ Association of British Columbia will expand its delivery of eight 

residential construction courses to new areas of the province, improving the technical or business skills of unemployed 
people or workers with low skills. The courses will be available in 14 new locations: Campbell River, Castlegar, Cranbrook, 
Fort Nelson, Fort St. John, Invermere, Nelson, Port Alberni, Port Hardy, Powell River, Prince Rupert, Sechelt, Terrace and 
Williams Lake. ( www.chbabc.org ) 

 
Forestry Labour Force Development 
This project, provided through the Truck Loggers Association, will develop specific training plans to help people 

prepare to return to the forest industry of the future. The program will be offered on Vancouver Island and the North Coast, 
and in the Cariboo, Nechako and the Northeast. 

Government of BC News Release 

SK I L L S  P RO G R A M  

June 2009  

Employment 

http://www.bccassn.com
http://www.chbabc.org
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Hot-In-Place Recycling EPS - Dawson Creek  
Miscellaneous Roads (23.9 Km): Highway 49 - 8.1 km; Rolla Road - 1.5 km; Old Hart Highway - 6.6 km; Old Alaska 

Highway - 4.3 km and S Watson Road - 3.4 km. Approximate quantities: - 500 tonnes of levelling coarse; - 18,000 m/2 of 
hot-in-place recycling; - 5,600 tonnes of asphalt mix. 
LOW BID 

Peter's Brothers Construction Ltd,  
716 Okanagan Ave E 
Penticton BC V2A 3K6 
Phone: 250-492-2626 
Fax 250-493-4464  
$2,418,169 

Journal of Commerce 

DAW S O N  C R E E K  A R E A  R OA DWO R K  

B U I L D I N G  P E R M I T S  
For the month of December 2008, there were 10 building permits issued.  Total value of construction is $1,236,818.  

The permits were issued for five single family dwellings, four garage/renovations and one institutional. 
Year end figures show there were 120 building permits issued.  Total value of construction is 31,010,832.  The permits 

were issued for 25 single family dwellings, three mobile homes, 14 duplexes, two multiple family residences, 54 garage/
renovations, 15 commercial, one industrial and four institutional. 

The provincial government announced it would replace the Bissette Creek Bridge south of Pouce Coupe on Highway 2.  
Peace River South MLA Blair Lekstrom announced the plan on Feb. 13, which will see the wooden bridge replaced 

with a steel one due to safety concerns. Construction is scheduled to begin in June and will be completed in October.  
“This is an important project for the future growth of our community," said Lekstrom. "The new bridge will not only 

increase load capacity for industrial traffic but also provide safer access for crossing pedestrians with a wider concrete 
sidewalk.” 

Northeast News 

BI S S E T  C R E E K  B R I D G E R E P L AC E M E N T 

January 2009  

February  2009  

Construction 
B U I L D I N G  P E R M I T S  

For the month of May 2009, there were 14 building permits issued.  Total value of construction was $1,889,267.  The 
permits were issued for six single family dwellings, one duplex, six garage/renovation, and one commercial.  Year-to-date 
figures show there were 34 building permits issued.  Total value of construction is $17,590,639..  The permits were issued 
for 8 single family dwellings, two duplexes, two multi-family, 13 garage/renovation, eight commercial and one institutional. 

City of Dawson Creek 
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Dawson Creek District Hospital 
The work consists of the renovations of 280 m² of the 

existing unfinished basement storage area, within the 
existing Hospital, to facilitate the new Pharmacy including 
Offices, Conference/Library, Inventory, Packaging, 
Dispensary, Ante Room, Narcotics Room and Storage 
Rooms 

$450,000 estimated construction cost 
LOW BID 

Hegge Construction Ltd 
620 114 Ave, PO Box 126 
Dawson Creek BC V1G 4G3  
Phone: 250-782-1282 
Fax 250-782-3183  
$593,000 

Journal of Commerce 

P H A R M AC Y 
Northern Lights College - Dawson Creek Campus 

NLC requires the demolition of three buildings and 
removal of material and debris, in accordance with all 
applicable municipal, provincial and federal regulations. 
AWARD 

Tucker's Contract Services 
PO Box 336 
Taylor BC V0C 2K0 
Phone: 250-789-3681 

Journal of Commerce 

D E M O L I T I O N 

Dawson Creek District Hospital 
Cast-in-place concrete structural frame, structural 

steel frame, electric heating system, The work includes 
new Building construction, modifications to the Building 
construction, modifications to the existing building; 
Exterior drive & ramps, and leveler. Work includes 
transportation; Site, architectural, structural, mechanical 
and electrical. 

$1,000,000 estimated construction cost. 
LOW BID 

Hegge Construction Ltd 
620 114 Ave, PO Box 126 
Dawson Creek BC V1G 4G3  
Phone: 250-782-1282 
Fax 250-782-3183  
$745,700 

Journal of Commerce 

LOA D I N G  DO C K  
A D D I T I O N 

Construction 
March 2009  

Photo by New Harvest Media Photo by New Harvest Media 
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The federal and provincial governments have announced over $50 million in combined spending for road upgrades in 
the South Peace. 

Peace River South MLA Blair Lekstrom made the announcement on April 6 at his constituency office in Dawson 
Creek. 

“ Today’s announcement of well over $50 million combined for Peace River South probably ranks up there with the 
single largest expenditure we’ve ever made in roads in our region in our history,” said Lekstrom. 

The provincial government had identified $35 million worth of road infrastructure projects, but Lekstrom said the 
federal contribution allows them to initiate some additional projects. 

“The federal government, with their stimulus plan, came to the table to partner with some of the roads,” said Lekstrom. 
“That allows more work to be done, versus being two or three years down the road. It creates jobs, creates opportunity, and 
more importantly, gives us a solid transportation infrastructure.” 

One of the major joint projects will be replacing the steel deck on the Taylor Bridge, which takes two to three years to 
complete and costs roughly $20 million.  

Another combined $40 million will be spent to upgrade Highway 97, through the Pine Pass between Bennett Creek and 
Link Creek. There will also be a new passing lane for southbound traffic on the Alaska Highway between Dawson Creek 
and Farmington, and repaving and improvements along Boundary Road south of Dawson Creek. 

Also turning lanes will be created on Highway 2 where it intersects the Tate Creek North, Tate Creek South and 
Blockline Roads, and a replacement of the Swan Lake Bridge along Gundy Road. 

In addition, the province will invest in resurfacing and paving roads all over the South Peace, and in the completion of 
the replacements for the Bissette Creek and Tupper Bridges. Lekstrom said there will also be more than $2 million for a 
gravelling program, concentrated primarily in the Farmington and Groundbirch areas.  

Northeast News 

R OA D IM P ROV E M E N T S  

Dawson Creek Native Housing Society 
Cast-in-place concrete foundation, wood 

structural frame, fuel fired heating system, 
Construction of 25 unit 2-storey wood frame LEED 
certifiable residence complex and its associated site 
and landscaping work. 

$8,100,000 estimated construction cost. 
LOW BID 

Maloney Contractors Ltd 
4049 West Side Rd N 
Kelowna BC V1Z 3W8 
Phone: 250-769-2395 
Fax 250-769-2385  
$7,887,493 

Journal of Commerce 

A B O R I G I N A L  
H O U S I N G 

Apri l  2009  

Construction 

Briar Ridge Rd and Briar Ridge Area Roads (14.2 km), 
Approx 15 Km South of Dawson Creek 

Resurfacing, through level course/overlay paving, 14 
kilometers of the existing Briar Ridge Road and roads within 
the Moore and Diamond Willow subdivisions (Briar Ridge 
Meadows Road, Diamond Willow Drive, Diamond Willow 
Subdivision Road, Johnson Subdivision Road, Moore 
Subdivision Road, Moore Way, Moore Drive) in the Briar 
Ridge area, approximately 15 kilometers South of Dawson 
Creek 

$1,000,000 estimated construction cost. 
LOW BID 

Peter's Brothers Constr Ltd 
716 Okanagan Ave E 
Penticton BC V2A 3K6 
Phone: 250-492-2626 
Fax 250-493-4464  
$3,576,220 

Journal of Commerce 

B R I A R  R I D G E  ROA DWO R K  
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South Peace Roads Sealcoat Package, Tupper 
and Tomslake areas, approx 30 km S of Dawson 
Creek 

Sealcoating approximately 38 kilometers of roads in 
the South Peace District, including the north 25 km of 
Boundary Road and the strengthening and sealcoating of 
4.5 km of Blockline Road and candidate area roads in the 
Tomslake and Tupper areas. 

Estimated construction cost $1,891,175. 
LOW BID 

OK Industries Ltd 
6702 Rajpur Place 
Saanichton BC V8M 1Z5 
Phone: 250-652-9211 
Fax 250-652-9210 
$1,891,175 

Journal of Commerce 

SO U T H  P E AC E  ROA D S  
S E A L C OAT 

Apri l  2009  

Construction 

SW of Tumbler Ridge BC to SW of Grovedale Alta 
Proposed construction of a 150 km sour gas pipeline 

from SW of Tumbler Ridge BC, to SW of Grovedale, 
Alberta. Scope of the work includes a 12 inch diameter 
pipeline designed to transport 1,982,000 cubic metres per 
day of natural gas. 

$60,000,000 estimated construction cost. 
OUT TO TENDER 

Journal of Commerce 

R E DW I L L OW SO U R GA S  
P I P E L I N E 

Calvin Kruk Centre for the Arts, Dawson Creek 
Proposed arts & cultural centre. Scope of the work 

includes the adaptive re-use of the former government post 
office building into a new community and cultural centre 
that will contain multi-purpose theatre space, meeting 
rooms, a dance hall and studio with administrative offices. 

$8,300,000 estimated construction cost. 
PRE-BID 

Journal of Commerce 

C O M M U N I T Y  A RT S  & 
C U LT U R A L  C E N T R E 
A LT E R AT I O N S  

Apri l  2009  

On the discovery that Dawson Creek will soon be able 
to boast two Tim Horton’s restaurants, councillor Bud 
Powell couldn’t resist commenting on the city’s growth. 

“We’re big time now!” he said, and received a laugh 
at a recent council meeting. 

Council approved a development permit to Cormode 
& Dickson Construction Ltd. On behalf of First Aberdeen 
Properties for the project that will include Canada’s 
favourite coffee shop and a Fas Gas station, including a 
Short Stop convenience store.  It will be located at 1300 
Alaska Avenue, west of Peavey Mart. 

This is only one of a number of new developments 
taking place around the city. 

Construction is currently being done on an 
independently owned hotel to the other side of Peavey 
Mart while another hotel development, close to Wal-Mart 
at 701-122 Avenue has also been given the green light. 

Council also gave the Petro Canada Cardlock station 
on the Dangerous Goods Route the go ahead to do some 
major renovations. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

2 N D  TI M  H O R T O N’ S  

May 2009  
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Village of Pouce Coupe 
Design and construction of a new Fire Hall in the Village. The work includes demolition of the existing structure and 

building the new hall on the same property. The project will be an around 4,200 sq ft building with three bays for fire 
trucks, a gear storage/drying room, a hose tower space for the purpose of hanging and drying hoses, an office space, and 
multipurpose training area to be used specifically for the operational requirements of the Volunteer Fire department. 
AWARD 

Hegge Construction Ltd 
620 114 Ave, PO Box 126 
Dawson Creek BC V1G 4G3  
Phone: 250-782-1282 
Fax: 250-782-3183  
$1,054,000 

Journal of Commerce 

F I R E H A L L  

Construction 
May 2009  

Dawson Creek Area 33.45 km Roads 
Resurfacing, through level course and overlay 

paving, approximately 33.45 kms of road in the 
South Peace District, including the following 
candidate roads: 1.8 km of Alaska Ave through 
Dawson Creek; 0.75 km of Hwy 2 near the Dawson 
Creek Multiplex; All 24 km of the Sweetwater/
Mathews Park Rd; the East 4 km of Parkland Rd; 
1.4 km of the Old Hart Hwy; the South 1.0 km of 
the Sunset Prairie Rd (to McLeod School); 0.5 km 
of Brookbank Sub Rd near Pouce Coupe. 
AWARD 

Peter's Brothers Constr Ltd 
716 Okanagan Ave E 
Penticton BC V2A 3K6  
Phone: 250-492-2626  
Fax: 250-493-4464  
$6,751,121 

Journal of Commerce 

Airport road to Wapiti Forest Service Road 
Using kilometer markings along Boundary Road: Section 

109.7 to 110.9, Section 115.7 to 130.9, Section 137.4 to 141.2. 
Pulverize existing asphalt, place geogrid and 25mm well-graded 
base course aggregate, pave and place shoulder. 
AWARD 

Peter's Brothers Constr Ltd 
716 Okanagan Ave E 
Penticton BC V2A 3K6  
Phone: 250-492-2626  
Fax: 250-493-4464 
$6,402,406 

Journal of Commerce 

Health Sciences Building Upgrade, Dawson Creek 
Proposed renovation & upgrade to the health sciences build-

ing. 
$2,500,000 estimated construction cost 

PRE-BID 
Journal of Commerce 

SO U T H  P E AC E  
DI S T R I C T  
R OA DWO R K  

H I G H WAY  52E ROA DWO R K  

NO RT H E R N  LI G H T S  
C O L L E G E  A LT E R AT I O N S  

June 2009  
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O I L  & GA S  SA L E S  
The January 2009 sale of oil and gas land rights in northeast British Columbia generated $7.1 million in bonus bids 

for 10 280 hectares at an average of $690 per hectare. In 2008 the sale of oil and gas land rights in northeast British 
Columbia generated $8.5 million in bonus bids at an average price of $703/hectare. 

A drilling licence, about 42 kilometres southeast of Tumbler Ridge and partially within the Ojay gas field, covering 
multiple sections in the adjoining A-93-I-15, D-93-I-16 and L-93-I-9. attracted a $3.03-million bid from Canadian 
Coastal Resources Ltd. The broker’s bid worked out to about $1,129 per hectare for the 2 686-hectare parcel. 

The February 25th oil and gas land rights sale generated $17.6 million in bonus bids, bringing the fiscal year total to 
over $2.409 billion. 

Ninety-eight parcels covering 32,639 hectares in BC were offered, and bids were accepted on 89 parcels covering 
29,171 hectares for an average price of $603 per hectare. 

The key parcels in the sale included: 
• Two drilling licences, with bids of approximately $750 and $860 per hectare for a total of over $953,000, located 

within the Noel gas field approximately 30 km northeast of Tumbler Ridge. 
• Six lease bids of between $3,000 and $5,100 per hectare for a total of over $6.5 million located west of the Beg gas 

field, approximately 115 km north of Hudson’s Hope. 
Drilling licences provide the exclusive right to explore for petroleum and natural gas by drilling wells; they are 

acquired by the successful bidder at the Crown sale; primary terms of three, four or five years depending on location. 
Leases provide the exclusive right to produce petroleum and natural gas; they are acquired by the successful bidder at 

the Crown sale, or selected from permits and drilling licences; primary terms are five or 10 years depending on location. 
Capping off a fiscal year which raised a record $2.4 billion, British Columbia pulled in just under $15.03 million for 

rights to 12 054 hectares at a per-hectare average of $1,246 in the March land sale. 
The BC fiscal year ends March 31 and the 2008/2009 auction total trumped by $1.2 billion the previous record-

breaking 12-month period and broke every tracked high for oil and gas land rights sales in the province. 
In calendar 2008, BC had raised a record $2.66 billion. The Horn River Basin and Montney shale formation areas in 

Northeastern BC accounted for 80% of the 2008-09 sales 
Through three land sales this year BC has collected $39.73 million for 51 505 hectares at an average of $771 per 

hectare, well down from $277.55 million, 154 748 hectares and a per-hectare average at just under $1,794 after the initial 
auctions in 2008. 

Key parcels in the March 2009 sale 
included: 

• One lease bid within the Montney of 
approximately $5,000 per hectare for 
a total of almost $1.3 million located 
i n  t h e  G r o u n d b i r c h  a r e a 
approximately 32 km west of Dawson 
Creek. 

• Three lease bids of between $5,300 
and $14,300 per hectare for a total of 
over $8 million located in the 
Sukunka area, approximately 40 km 
south of Chetwynd. 

• One drilling licence with bids over 
$2.7 million located northwest of the 
Groundbirch field, approximately 60 
km northwest of Dawson Creek. 

(Continued on page 17) 

Energy 
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NUMBER OF WELLS DRILLED 
IN BC  

1997 583 

1998 652 

1999 627 

2000 777 

2001 882 

2002 646 

2003 1049 

2004 1213 

Oil & Gas Commission 

2005 1376 

2006 1416 

2007 899 

2008 882 

2009 387 

OIL & GAS SALES 
BC’s 2008 year-end total was $2.66 

billion as 756,752 hectares were 
auctioned off at an average of $3,518 per 

hectare. 

Total 2006 - $629.85 million 

Total 2005 - $533.99 million 

Total 2004 - $232 million 

Total 2003 - $646.68 million 

Total 2002 - $288.54 million 

Total 2001 - $439.47 million 

Total 2000 - $248.24 million 

Total 1999 - $176.17 million 

Total 1998 - $94.34 million 

Total 1997 - $211.70 million 
Nickle’s Energy Group 

Total 2007 - $1.047 billion 

O I L  & GA S  SA L E S  

Energy 
The BC government is optimistic about industry activity in the 

province this year, despite the economic downturn that has reduced 
spending. 

The April 2009 British Columbia land sale raised $18.1 million on 
27 657 hectares for an average price of $655 per hectare. In 2008 BC 
raised an overall $39.52 million for rights to 14 996 hectares at an average 
of $2,635 per hectare. 

The British Columbia land sale in May 2009 collected just under 
$10.22 million for rights to 20 892 hectares at an average of about $489 
per hectare compared to the 2008 record for highest bonus in a single sale 
at $441.44 million and per-hectare price at $9,538 for 46 284 hectares. 

Parcels in the Tumbler Ridge, Dawson Creek and Horn River Basin 
areas drew the high bids. 

One of two parcels in the Ojay area, about 50 kilometres southeast of 
Tumbler Ridge, accounted for the high bonus and per-hectare amounts of 
$2 million and $3,362 respectively for a drilling licence. Canadian 
Coastal Resources Ltd. acquired the parcel that included sections 31 
to 35 and 41-43 at E-93-I-16 as well as sections 40 and 50 at F-93-I-16. 

The other drilling licence in the Ojay area was acquired by Meridian 
Land Services (90) Ltd. for an average per-hectare payout of about 
$1,124 or a bonus of $668,912 for all of sections 52 to 55 and 62 and 65 at 
E-93-I-16. 

The other high per-hectare payment for a drilling licence was put up 
by Britt Resources Ltd. for all of sections 51 to 53 and 61 to 63 at J-93
-P-7 as well as all of sections 60, 70, 54 to 59 and 64 to 69 at I-93-P-7, in 
the Sundown field, about 40 kilometres southwest of Dawson Creek. 

The June 2009 sale of oil and gas rights in Northeastern BC brought 
in $178.38 million for 21 parcels covering 63,611 hectares at an average 
price per hectare was $2,804. In June 2008 sale of oil & gas rights brought 
in $213 million for 89 parcels covering 58,835 hectares at an average price 
per hectare of $3,623. 

BC has held six sales thus far in 2009 and sold 163,144 hectares, 
which is 111,719 fewer hectares compared to the same period in 2008. 
The year-to-date average price remains very strong at $1,510 per hectare. 
In the same period of 2008 BC collected $963.13 million for 262 679 
hectares at a per-hectare average of $3,667. 

Nickle’s Energy Group 

(Continued from page 16) 
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Energy 

Aduro Resources Ltd., a private Calgary-based energy junior, has acquired producing natural gas properties, 
undeveloped land and infrastructure in the Monias area of British Columbia.  

The properties consist of 9.9 million cubic feet of gas output a day.  
Aduro was formed in 2006 and operates in northeast British Columbia.  

© The Canadian Press, 2009 

A D U RO  R E S O U RC E S  

January 2009  

Z E D I  I N C .  
Zedi Inc. effective Jan. 1, 2009,  is managing 

contract operators for Shell Canada Energy’s 
production operations in Northeastern British Columbia, 
through its J&J Oilfield Division. 

They will cover the 150 gas wells and plants 
previously owned by Duvernay Oil Co. that are spread 
throughout Brassey, Sundown, Groundbirch, Sunset 
Prairie and Saturn, BC. 

By outsourcing contract operators, Shell’s head office 
team will not have the constant challenge of hiring and 
managing operators remotely. Zedi will provide and 
manage the manpower, allowing Shell to focus on the 
strategic well optimization decisions. 

With a solid safety record, Zedi’s northern operation 
has a full time health, safety and environment specialist in 
addition to the operators, lead operators and foremen who 
are fully qualified to install, maintain and troubleshoot all 
of the Shell wells and plants. 

 Nickle’s Energy Group 

Apart from British Columbia, well completions 
slumped in January to levels last experienced in 2002. 

Wells spudded during January, a more accurate 
barometer of activity levels, told a similar tale with British 
Columbia operators starting 164 new wells, six per cent 
more than a year earlier with all other provinces showing 
declines. 

Operators spudded a total of 1,485 new wells last 
month, down 26% from 2,012 for January 2008. 

Well completions reported to the Bulletin by operators 
and governments totalled 1,179 compared to 2,015 for the 
same month in 2008. Both oil (156 wells) and gas (606 
wells) completions in Alberta were the lowest since 2002, 
according to Bulletin records. 

Saskatchewan operators spudded 217 wells in January 
versus 252 a year ago. Reported completions reached 169 
versus 225 last year. 

British Columbia completions amounted to 135 wells 
last month. 

Nickle’s Energy Group 

C O M P L E T I O N S  & S P U D S  

February  2009  

Strad Energy Services has announced two additions to its management team as well as a new shop in Dawson 
Creek, British Columbia. 

At Strad Controls, Ken Partsch joins the team as general manager. He brings 25 years of experience in the electrical 
and instrumentation (E&I) industry. Partsch comes to Strad from a Canadian oil and gas company where he managed all 
aspects of E&I construction. 

In addition, Strad Compression and Strad Controls have announced the opening of a new location for both 
divisions in Dawson Creek, British Columbia. The new northeast BC location expands both group’s mobility and level of 
service to the industry. For Strad Compression, this new shop houses both companies and marks Strad Compression’s 11th 
location and Strad Controls’ sixth location. 

Nickle’s Energy Group 

S T R A D  E N E RG Y  S E RV I C E S  
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Talisman Energy Inc. has big plans for the Farrell Montney natural gas play in northeast British Columbia, with 
$7.5 billion in capital requirements over a 10-year period. 

According to a presentation from the company to Hudson’s Hope town council,  Talisman plans to develop 60 sections 
and the piloting schedule for 2009 will include two rigs in the first quarter and three rigs in the third and fourth quarters. 
This year, the company is planning seven wells, four horizontal and three vertical. 

The horizontal wells will be de drilled off two pads and the vertical locations will be used for future horizontal drilling. 
Also listed on the development plan is a scalable facility with initial capacity of 15 to 20 mmcf per day which requires a one
-kilometre pipeline. 

The company is surveying pad and facility locations and expects permitting in the spring. The facility could be 
onstream by Nov. 1, 2009. 

According to the presentation, Talisman operates and maintains roughly 160 wells, four gas plants and associated 
facilities and pipelines across northeast BC. Current production from the area is roughly 150 mmcf per day which accounts 
for about 15% of the company’s North American gas production. 

Nickle’s Energy Group 

TA L I S M A N  E N E RG Y IN C .  

Canada Energy Partners announced that drilling has 
commenced on the first Moosebar Shale horizontal well on its 
Peace River Project in Northeast British Columbia. The 
location of the first well has been chosen where an 
unstimulated natural gas flow occurred from the Moosebar 
Shale formation while drilling a deeper CBM well. The 
Company owns 50% working interest in the Peace River CBM 
Project production facilities including gas plant, compressor 
station and a tie-in to intercontinental Spectra Energy 
pipeline which crosses the property. 

This is the first horizontal well targeting the Moosebar 
Shale formation on Canada Energy's 50,000 acre 
(approximately 78 sections) Peace River Project. Under the 
Joint Venture Agreement Canada Energy is the Operator of the 
Moosebar Shale rights. In addition to 50% working interest it 
already owns, Canada Energy has the right or option to earn an 
aggregate 75% to 87.5% interest in the Moosebar Shale rights 
under the Peace River Project acreage subject to certain drilling 
obligations and elections by the Joint Venture Partner. 

Canada Energy Partners is an active oil and gas 
exploration and development company. Canada Energy 
possesses a large concentrated land position in a high-impact, 
multi-zone, natural gas-bearing area in northeast British 
Columbia. 

 Rig Zone 

C A N A DA  E N E RG Y  
P A RT N E R S  

February  2009  

Murphy Oil Corporation President and Chief 
Executive Officer David Wood told analysts that the 
company will reduce costs throughout the 
organization and may further slice capital spending if 
commodity prices don't recover, but added it will 
spend at least $1.5 billion this year. 

The company's Tupper play in Northeastern 
British Columbia will continue to be at the forefront 
of company activity in 2009. 

At Tupper, natural gas production commenced 
during the third week in December and is currently 
flowing about 30 mmcf per day. Production has been 
impacted by bitterly cold weather and a slower start 
up in the company's new plant. Current production is 
sourced from nine wells located on two pads. 

Murphy continues to drill wells in both its Tupper 
main producing location and on its Tupper west 
acreage as well. 

The Montney zone in Tupper west is coming in 
better and well results from the nine vertical wells 
thus far have been very positive. 

Murphy now own rights to 130 net sections in the 
Montney play. 

The company believes that the current down 
cycle presents opportunity for the company to expand 
its North American natural gas holdings. 

Nickle’s Energy Group 

M U R P H Y  OI L  

Energy 
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Improvements to the Deep Well Royalty Program, aimed at increasing competitiveness and generating incremental 
activity in B.C.’s oil and gas industry was announced in early February, 2009. 

The Deep Well Royalty Program Credit program was introduced in 2003 as part of the Oil and Gas Development 
Strategy and was aimed at developing B.C.’s deep natural gas resources. The program specifically targets deep wells of 
more than 2,500 metres for vertical wells and more than 2,300 metres for horizontal wells. The program effectively reflects 
the increased costs associated with accessing deep resource plays and is designed to encourage greater exploratory activity 
and maximize development of resources. 

Three changes have been introduced to the program, which includes modification of the location of the east/west line to 
reflect updated geological, reservoir and drilling data, recognition of longer portions of horizontal lengths drilled, and 
improvements to the well qualification criteria. 

These improvements are part of an economic and competitiveness strategy designed to stimulate economic growth of 
British Columbia’s oil and gas industry. 

The announcement builds on the BC Energy Plan commitment to make B.C. one of the most competitive jurisdictions 
in North America. 

Government of BC News Release 

D E E P W E L L  ROYA LT Y  P RO G R A M  

February  2009  

Energy 

Suncor Energy Inc. and Petro-Canada announced an agreement to merge in an all-stock deal that would create 
the second-largest Canadian-based oil and gas producer. In terms of actual Canadian production, the new Suncor-Petro-
Canada merged company would rank third behind EnCana and Canadian Natural. 

Suncor and Petro-Canada expect the merger will be completed in the third quarter of 2009. The deal requires the 
support of two-thirds of each company's shareholders. The companies will delay their annual meetings so a combined 
shareholder meeting can be held in late May or early June. 

Nickle's Energy Group 

S U N C O R  & P E T RO-CA N A DA M E RG E 

March 2009  

Progress Energy Resources has acquired 41,500 net undeveloped acres of Montney rights at the February 2009 
British Columbia land sale. The acquired lands are immediately adjacent to the Company's current Montney holdings in the 
Foothills. 

At the land sale, Progress invested $13.2 million to acquire Montney and other rights on 16,620 hectares of land at a 
competitive cost of $792 per hectare or $319 per acre. Progress now holds 790,000 net undeveloped acres of Montney rights 
including the recently negotiated 45 net section farm-in in the Foothills. 

Progress drilled one horizontal and three vertical Montney wells in the fourth and first quarters in the Foothills and 
Gold Creek operating areas. The Company is currently completing the horizontal well which offsets a successful 2008 
Montney vertical well in the Foothills and is drilling an additional three Montney vertical wells at this time. 

Rigzone 

P RO G R E S S  E N E RG Y RE S O U RC E S  
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SemCAMS Redwillow ULC expects to begin construction in September of 2009 on its Redwillow pipeline project 
following National Energy Board approval to construct and operate the project. 

The $151 million project to transport up to 79 mmcf per day of sour natural gas from Northeastern British Columbia to 
a gas plant in Northwestern Alberta should be in operation in May 2010. 

The Redwillow pipeline would transport the unprocessed sour gas containing up to 30% hydrogen sulphide nearly 150 
kilometres, from the Grizzly Valley area southwest of Tumbler Ridge, BC. to near Wapiti, Alberta. The project would 
connect to the northwest Wapiti pipeline sour gas gathering system and transport sour gas to the currently underused 
Kaybob South #3 gas plant. 

The geological area to be served includes the Baldonnel trend (Ojay, Grizzly Valley and Deep Basin Cadomin) 
development in the western parts of 93-P and 93-I in Northeastern BC. The anchor customers on the project are Husky Oil 
Operations Limited, Shell Canada Energy and Suncor Energy Inc. which have trapped gas production in the 
Bullmoose area with initial wells containing multiple sour gas zones. The companies have agreed to a 10-year take or pay 
contracts for a total of 70 mmcf per day of gas and have indicated that further drilling operations will occur along the 
project route to maintain production. 

SemCAMS anticipates that the additional sour gas development along the trend would extend the delivery profile 
beyond the 10 years. 

In its decision, the NEB determined that the project would represent a competitive alternative for area producers and 
could provide direct access to eastern markets through currently underutilized gathering and processing facilities that tie-in 
to both the Alliance Pipeline and TransCanada Corporation's Alberta system. 

Nickle's Energy Group 

R E DWI L L OW PI P E L I N E 

March 2009  

Energy 

Initiatives focused on the northeast oil and gas service sector will provide new tools to help drive the industry to the 
next level. 

The new Service Sector Advisory Committee, plus a searchable database of BC service sector companies, and two 
Northeast BC-based Procurement Help Offices will ensure more BC businesses find and secure opportunities in BC’s 
lucrative oil and gas sector. 

The Service Sector Advisory Committee is tasked with supporting the growth of the service sector in British Columbia 
by providing expert knowledge to assist in the identification of priority issues and developing recommendations to address 
opportunities and challenges to economic development. The committee will consist of industry experts, economic 
development officers and service sector businesses. 

A free, online searchable database of BC service sector businesses will be available to oil and gas companies searching 
for local procurement.  It will include at least 75% of all known BC service sector companies classified using industry 
standards. The Ministry of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources provided $30,000 in a contribution agreement with 
Energy Services BC to develop this database. 

In addition to the database, the ministry, along with Energy Services BC, will establish two procurement help 
offices, one in Fort Nelson and the other in Dawson Creek, to help service sector companies navigate the complex 
procurement standards required by oil and gas companies. The offices will act as liaison between oil and gas companies 
working in the area and local service sector companies. 

Government of BC News Release 

S E RV I C E  S E C T O R  I N I T I AT I V E S  
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A decision to allow the National Energy Board to regulate the Alberta natural gas gathering system paves the way for a 
pair of new pipelines to tap the prolific Montney and Horn River shale gas plays. 

TransCanada Corp. said it has firm commitments for 1.5 billion cubic feet of natural gas a day--about 10% of 
Western Canada's current production -- from big unconventional gas basins in British Columbia. 

The company is proposing to build two pipelines worth a combined $890 million to tie in the Fort Nelson and Dawson 
Creek areas into the Alberta grid, which moves almost a fifth of all the gas produced in North America. 

TransCanada said the projects were predicated on gaining NEB regulatory authority for Nova Gas Transmission 
Ltd. which was formerly regulated by the Alberta Energy Resources and Conservation Board. 

Stephen Clark, a TransCanada vice-president responsible for western Canadian pipelines, said the decision allows the 
company to integrate new pipelines from production growth areas outside the province into the Alberta network. In the 
future, that could include the Mackenzie Valley and Alaska pipelines from the Arctic. 

The Horn River project consists of 155 kilometres to transport sweet gas to a tie-in point on TransCanada's existing 
Alberta system. The pipeline is expected to be operational early in the second quarter of 2011, subject to regulatory 
approvals. The proposed project is expected to cost approximately $340 million. 

TransCanada said it is also encouraged by the strong commercial support it has received for the developing shale gas 
reserves in the Montney formation of northeast BC where shippers have committed to firm contracts that will reach 1.1 
billion cubic feet per day by 2014. 

The proposed Groundbirch pipeline will be about 78 kilometres and is expected to commence service in the fourth 
quarter of 2010 at a cost of approximately $250 million. 

Calgary Herald 

T R A N SC A N A DA  C O R P .  

March 2009  

Energy 

A package of innovative, community-based initiatives related to oil and gas development has been created to enhance 
community life and improve relations between landowners and industry in Northeastern BC. Several program and 
regulatory areas, including those identified in the BC Energy Plan, have been developed. 

 
FOR COMMUNITIES 
Flaring Reduction Prior to 2016 

The Oil and Gas Commission will seek further reduction opportunities, regulatory enhancements and innovative 
techniques to accelerate the BC Energy Plan goal of eliminating routine flaring by 2016. The commission will be 
releasing an annual report with a summary of highlights to date and a new quarterly reporting process will provide 
more information to residents about the steps being taken to manage these emissions. 

Develop Best Practices to be a Good Neighbour 
The Ministry of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources, in co-operation with industry, will start a regional 

“good neighbour” initiative between companies and landowners. Its focus will be on matters of community concern 
such as speed and dust control. 

 
FOR LANDOWNERS 
Establish an Independent Farmer’s Advocate 

An independent position will be created to work directly with private landowners regarding understanding 
property rights, potential agricultural implications and negotiating with industry. It’s expected the new Farmer’s 
Advocate will provide direct information and support to landowners who are engaging industry. 

(Continued on page 23) 
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Create a Land Agent Code of Conduct and New Licensing Requirements 
The Ministry of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources will review professional designation and licensing 

requirements for land agents. This will build on the Code of Conduct for Land Agents developed in collaboration 
with community and oil and gas industry representatives. The Oil and Gas Commission will receive and track reports 
of non-compliance and provide reports back to the ministry. 

Implement a Standard Surface Lease Agreement 
Landowners who receive notifications of sale of the subsurface tenure will now receive an enhanced information 

package including a new surface lease agreement. Through the Northeast Energy and Mines Advisory Committee 
(NEEMAC), landowner and industry groups have reached agreement on key principles for the new B.C. standard 
surface lease agreement. This type of private agreement between landowners and industry is critical to a respectful 
and fair business relationship where industry is accessing private property. 

Enhance the Mediation and Arbitration Board 
The ministry will review an enhanced role for the Mediation and Arbitration Board to further improve processes 

for landowners. This role may include allowing landowners to file for compensation from damage from an activity 
and assisting in resolving disputes arising from non-compliance with the surface lease agreement. 

Government of BC News Release 

(Continued from page 22) 
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O I L  & GA S  O V E RV I E W 
South Peace’s oil and gas stakeholders plan to stay the course through 2009 despite the drop in commodity prices. 
Natural gas has recently hit a six-year low, trading at about $3.6 per million BTUs with futures at an even lower $3.5 

per million BTUs. 
Alan Boras of EnCana says the company has no plans to reduce production while continuing to receive a good price 

on natural gas. 
“We have some fixed prices through to the end of October and those fixed prices are very strong in excess of $9, and 

the current price is about $3.50, so it’s well ahead of the current prices,” he said.  “So that has brought a measure of stability 
and that’s on a large portion of our gas, so as a result of that we’re in a very strong financial state through to 2009.” 

Boras did admit the company would not be looking at any large project expansions in the Peace Region until the market 
regains a foothold. 

“We’re not going to be as active this year as we were last year because of the reduced prices, and then as the year 
unfolds we’ll continue to keep an eye on prices and adjust our budget investment,” he said. 

Talisman Energy was a latecomer in the Montney core and shale, east of Dawson Creek, but plans to make up for 
lost time while other companies are leveling out production.  A recent Talisman corporate presentation outlined a 2009 goal 
to more than double the number of 2008 rigs from six to thirteen and have a gross of 49 wells by the end of the year. 

BP Canada Energy Company just sanctioned its Noel project in 2008 and it has a goal of building 130 wells, 89 
well pads and six gathering stations over the next five to 10 years. 

Co-owner of Gerry’s Well Service, Curtis York can’t say enough about current production and potential for gas 
production in the region. 

“In onshore North America we are in the sweetest spot for conventional gas,” York said.  “It’s evident.  It’s prevalent.  
It’s total fact we are in the spot to be in.” 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

Apri l  2009  
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Operators drilled only 432 new wells in March, 64% below the 1,189 wells rig released in March 2008. That put the 
first quarter total at 2,971 wells rig released, a 42% plunge from 5,137 wells for the same three months in 2008. 

The March total of 432 wells is the fewest wells drilled for that month in Canada since 1992. 
The 2,971 wells rig released in the first three months of 2009 is the lowest since 1999 when operators drilled 2,689 

wells. The busiest first quarter occurred in 2006 - following the spike in North American gas prices induced by Gulf of 
Mexico shut-in gas due to hurricanes - when industry rig released 7,613 new well. 

Based on rig release counts, British Columbia weathered the storm better than other provinces in Canada. Operators 
finished work on 304 new wells to the end of March this year, 15% below the 359 wells rig released for the same quarter in 
2008. 

Canada's other two big petroleum provinces - Alberta and Saskatchewan - experienced much sharper declines of 43% 
and 51% respectively from a year earlier. 

Nickle’s Energy Group 

M A RC H  WE L L S  
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EnCana Corporation, Canadian Natural Resources Limited and ConocoPhillips Canada Limited were 
the top three operators of new wells in the first three months of 2009 although all three companies cut back their drilling 
programs significantly from the prior year. 

EnCana drilled 861 032 metres as operator during the quarter and was the dominant driller in both Alberta and British 
Columbia. However, it drilled only 836 wells this year, down 271 from 1,107 wells last year and even further below the 
2007 first quarter count of 1,215 wells. 

Canadian Natural was a distant second at 245 085 metres of hole through the end of March but drilled more metres (75 
468) of exploratory hole than any other operator. Canadian Natural was also the second most active operator (ranked by 
metres drilled) in Alberta. It drilled 176 wells in the first quarter as operator, down from 353 last year and 464 wells in the 
first three months of 2007. 

ConocoPhillips ranked second in exploratory metres drilled (65 153 metres) and third overall with 235 771 metres 
drilled. The company was also third in Alberta with 194 929 metres of hole. The company drilled 106 wells in the first 
quarter compared to 179 last year and 150 in the first quarter of 2007. 

Following EnCana, the next two busiest operators of the quarter in British Columbia were Royal Dutch Shell (46 
940 metres) and Murphy Oil Company Ltd. (45 604 metres). Harvest Energy Trust drilled the most wells (39) in the 
province during the quarter. 

Compared to the first three months of last year, the operators with the largest cutbacks this past winter were EnCana 
(down 271 wells), Husky (off 182 wells), Canadian Natural (down 177 wells) and ConocoPhillips (a 73 well decline). 

Overall, operators of all sizes drilled 2,972 wells during the quarter ended March 31, 2009, down 2,166 holes from the 
same period in 2008. 

Noteworthy among the operators that bucked the down trend were ARC Energy Trust, which increased its operated 
well count by 37 holes to 74 wells and Taqa North Ltd (up 32 wells to 83). 

Nickle’s Energy Group 

1 S T  QUA RT E R DR I L L I N G 
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In North America, Talisman Energy production averaged 179,000 boe/d for the first quarter of 2009, down 2% from 
a year ago. Production from continuing operations was relatively unchanged from the same period in 2008. Oil and liquids 
volumes were down 3%, due largely to natural declines. Natural gas volumes increased 1% with increases in 
unconventional areas (Appalachia, Outer Foothills, Montney), as well as in Monkman and the Northern Alberta Foothills, 
which more than offset declines in other conventional areas. 

Capital spending included $250 million in unconventional areas for development and piloting activities, plus $140 
million on other properties. This other spending was comprised mainly of carry-in capital from the 2008 capital program, 
with some excellent results. A well in Monkman, BC tested at 40 mmcf/d raw gas and a Greater Ojay, BC well tested at 23 
mmcf/d raw gas. 

Talisman participated in 61 gross (32.4 net) wells in the quarter, with 53 gross wells in unconventional plays. 
In the Montney Core, Talisman drilled 11 gross (9.9 net) wells in the quarter out of a planned 35 well program. The 

most recent five horizontal wells have averaged initial 30-day production rates of over 3 mmcfe/d. Talisman has made 
significant strides in reducing costs in the Montney. A recent well was drilled and completed at a cost of $3.8 million, which 
is top tier performance and a 50% reduction from the Company's average 2008 drilling costs in the area. Talisman is also 
achieving best in class completion costs in the area. 

Talisman continues to progress piloting in the Montney Shale, with seven gross (four net) wells drilled in the quarter. 
Results are encouraging and the Company recently completed its first horizontal shale well. Talisman is evaluating egress 
options for the area and plans to build gathering and processing facilities later this year. 

www.talisman-energy.com 

TA L I S M A N  E N E RG Y 

One company that illustrates the Montney's potential is ARC Energy Trust, which claims credit for launching the 
play six years ago. "We really don't anticipate a lot of easing up of cost structure in the Montney because the activity level 
there will actually be higher in 2009 than it was in 2008 with [Royal Dutch Shell] arriving on the scene," says ARC 
president John Dielwart. 

The Calgarian made the comment in a presentation to BMO Capital Markets' 2009 North American Unconventional 
Gas Conference in New York City, held in mid-January. Depending on the recovery factor, ARC's Montney acreage has 
the potential to double or even triple the trust's reserves, Dielwart said.  

The latest analysis estimates ARC's total Montney discovered gas in place at 8.1 Tcf to 3.5 Tcf in its main Dawson 
area, including the West Dawson lands, and 4.6 Tcf on its West Montney exploration acreage.  

ARC plans to spend at least $170 million in the area this year. Some work was deferred to 2010 after the company 
cut its 2009 capital budget in January. "But what we are moving aggressively forward with is construction of a new 60 
MMcf/d gas plant to come on stream early first quarter, we hope, of 2010, and we'll be drilling the wells required to fill 
that plant," Dielwart says. 

ARC reports that Montney reserves are being added at a cost of about $10 per barrel of oil equivalent, or about $1.50/
Mcf. Of the more than 100 wells drilled to date, Dielwart says results have ranged from less than 2 MMcf/d to nearly 9 
MMcf/d. Economics are "very good" at around 4 MMcf/d, he comments, but at 2.5 MMcf/d, "you're certainly going to 
need much, much higher prices. You need, in our opinion, a big land spread to be able to have the law of averages work 
for you." 

Oil & Gas Inquirer 

ARC E N E RG Y TRU S T  
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Trident Resources Corp ("TRC" or "Trident"), through its Canadian subsidiary Trident Exploration Corp., on April 
1st 2009 it commenced drilling its first multi-lateral horizontal well targeting the Montney formation. The Trident-
operated well was spud in TRC's Sunrise land block west of Dawson Creek, British Columbia. The well is expected to 
reach a total vertical depth of approximately 2,400 metres with two laterals extending an additional 1,000 metres in 
horizontal length per lateral. This multi-lateral well advances the drilling and completion techniques and information 
gained from the first three TRC-operated single-lateral horizontal wells drilled in the same area in the Montney formation 
over the past few months. TRC reports that its lateral drilling time has been reduced to less than four days, substantially 
quicker than its initial expectations based on area activity. Trident holds a 70% working interest in the lands. 

SYS-CON Media 

T R I D E N T  R E S O U RC E S  

Apri l  2009  

Energy 

Starting in May, the wind turbines will begin arriving in Dawson Creek from Germany. After traversing the Atlantic 
ocean and navigating the Great Lakes, they will make their way by truck from Thunder Bay. It will take approximately two 
days of driving via the Yellowhead highway, Highway 40 through Grande Prairie and Highway 2 to Dawson Creek. The 
transportation component of this project is being handled by Enercon, who have experience moving turbines on many 
types of roads. 

Each piece of the turbine—blades, generators, nacelles and tower sections—will be transported individually. The 78-
meter long towers will be shipped in four pieces, with one section per truck. Blades are the most difficult to transport due to 
their 41-meter length. Trucks outfitted with special hinges will be used to transport the blades. All road, component, and 
truck dimensions have been considered; we don’t foresee having to modify any of the roads or existing infrastructure near 
the roads. 

The turbine components will bypass Dawson Creek via the Dangerous Goods Road and will arrive onsite via Radar 
Lake Road. None of the equipment will go through town. The Dangerous Goods Road and highway 2 into Dawson Creek 
will be most affected by the increase in heavy industrial trucking. 

What you can expect:  
• The truckloads will be continuous from early May until mid July. There will be some 500 truckloads during that 

interval.  
• There will be many trucks hauling heavy equipment up Radar Lake Road. Pilot trucks will be used for wide loads. 

By the time the trucks reach Radar Lake Road, they will be radio controlled as it is a narrow ONE-WAY road. For 
this reason, the public should avoid the area. 

• Trucks used for transporting wind turbine components are no different than the big trucks that already frequent the 
Dawson Creek area for oil and gas drilling and exploration activities. Instead of seeing a compressor or a vessel go 
by, it will be a wind turbine blade or tower. 

• Land agents from BV Land Consulting Ltd. will communicate with residents located near the project to keep 
them informed of the activities. Residents can expect this spring and summer to be similar to last year, but there 
will be more traffic. 

• Like last summer, dust control will once again continue throughout the summer. A calcium solution will be applied 
to help keep dust down and a water truck will be onsite full time. 

• The north access road will only be used for emergency purposes. 
http://www.altagas.ca 

WI N D T U R B I N E S  
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An established presence in Russia and in North American resource plays has given Calfrac Well Services Ltd. a 
more upbeat outlook than most western Canadian service companies. 

Based on conversations with producers, Calfrac estimates 500 wells will be completed in the Montney formation of 
Northeastern British Columbia in 2009 -- up from 150 in 2007, said President Doug Ramsay. 

In the Horn River area farther north, fewer wells are expected but combined capital spending by the major operators is 
expected to total $1 billion, he said. 

For a pressure pumping company (fracturing, coiled tubing and cementing) these statistics are good news, especially 
when the industry is going through a major downturn. 

Industry estimates call for 4,000 fracs in the Montney and Horn River in 2009, Ramsay said. "That's an average of 
seven to 12 stages per well. So it's a big growth area for us." 

Producers consider the Montney and Horn River plays economic at a gas price of about $4.00. 
Nickle's Energy Group 

In a year in which active rig counts are the lowest 
since 1993, British Columbia remains the lone bright spot 
with more rigs at work than last year. 

For the first four months of 2009, producers kept an 
average of 73 rigs at work in B.C., six per cent more than 
the 69 active for the January-April period in 2008. During 
the month of April activity in B.C. ranged from a low of 
28 rigs to a high of 46 rigs which was also an improvement 
over last year. 

Alberta, on the other hand, had the biggest percentage 
decline in working rigs to only 173 active to the end of 
April, 45% below last year’s 322 active units. For Alberta 
this year’s active count is the lowest since 1992 and 
compares to a peak of 452 working units in 2006. 

Overall, an average of 276 rigs were at work through 
the first four months of 2009, a 36% decline from 434 rigs 
last year. It is the lowest number of working rigs for the 
period since 1993. 

With a fleet size of 851 drilling rigs in western and 
northern Canada, only 32% were at work over the January-
April period, the lowest utilization rate since 1992 and far 
below last year’s 50% utilization rate. 

Like Alberta, Saskatchewan is seeing a sharp pullback 
in drilling due to low commodity prices. Only 26 rigs were 
at work to the end of April in the Prairie province, down 
41% from 43 rigs last year. 

Manitoba operators employed four rigs through the 
first four months of 2009, down from six in 2008. 

Nickle's Energy Group 

The National Energy Board received an application 
from NOVA Gas Transmission Ltd. (NGTL) for a 
certificate to construct and operate the Groundbirch 
pipeline, which would connect the TransCanada Alberta 
System to a source of sweet natural gas supply from 
northeast British Columbia. 

If approved, the Groundbirch pipeline would consist 
of approximately 77 kilometres of 914-mm outside 
diameter (or 36 in.) pipe and related facilities. The 
pipeline is proposed to extend from a new 
interconnection on the Gordondale Lateral to a new 
meter station in the Groundbirch area in northeast BC. 
(approximately 37 kilometres west-northwest of Dawson 
Creek). The pipeline would have the capability of 
transporting approximately 1.66 bcf of natural gas per 
day. 

In total, about 7.5 kilometres of the proposed 
extension would be built alongside existing pipeline, 
railway, and public highway rights-of-way. The 
remainder, or about 69.5 kilometres, is projected to be 
installed along new rights-of-way. 

The proposed Groundbirch pipeline would be an 
extension of the TransCanada Alberta System, which 
is already regulated by the NEB. 

The NEB said it will announce procedures for 
dealing with this application at a later date. 

Nickle's Energy Group 
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The Petroleum Services Association of Canada is forecasting a further decline in Canadian drilling levels 
from an earlier forecast calling for steep declines as a result of the global recession and sustained low commodity prices, 
especially for natural gas. 

In its second quarter update, PSAC is forecasting 10,000 wells will be drilled (rig released) across Canada this year, a 
41% reduction from the 16,940 wells drilled in 2008. 

Today’s number is down from PSAC’s November 2008 forecast of 16,750 wells and its January first quarter update 
which forecast 13,500 wells. 

On a provincial basis, PSAC estimates 6,620 wells will be drilled in Alberta this year, down 43% from 2008 levels. 
British Columbia is expected to see an 18% decline to 700 wells while Saskatchewan wells are expected to drop 38% to 
2,475 wells. In Manitoba, the forecast calls for a drop to 150 wells, a 48% decline. 

Nickle's Energy Group 

Storm Exploration Inc.'s cash flow took a hit in the first quarter as a result of lower commodity prices, but the 
company is poised for growth, particularly in British Columbia where it's chasing the Montney, and is slowly developing its 
property in the emerging Horn River Basin. 

"(The Montney discovery) potentially represents a significant amount of growth for us over the next two to three 
years," said Brian Lavergne, president and chief executive officer. 

The Parkland area includes Storm's Montney discovery and is the company's largest core area with net production 
averaging 6,100 bbls of oil equivalent per day in the first quarter. During the period, roughly 400 BOE per day were as shut 
in or curtailed due to low natural gas prices. Current production is about 5,900 BOE per day with roughly 500 BOE per day 
shut in or curtailed. 

Storm completed construction of the second gas processing facility in January which added 12 mmcf per day of 
capacity and increased total capacity at Parkland to 45 mmcf per day. Current gross raw gas throughput is about 34 mmcf 
per day. 

The company is currently producing 25 mmcf per day of gross raw gas from 12 horizontal Montney gas wells plus four 
mmcf per day of gross raw gas from 11 Montney vertical wells. Two more horizontal wells have been completed, tested, 
connected to a pipeline and will be turned on as needed to maintain production from the area should natural gas prices be 
high enough to ensure a reasonable economic return. To date, the first year rate from all producing horizontal wells is 
averaging approximately 2.3 mmcf per day of raw gas, which represents 400 BOE per day of sales per well. 

As a result of the success of the horizontal Montney development program, the company plans to further expand its 
infrastructure in 2009 by electrifying and expanding the capacity of the second gas processing facility from 12 mmcf to 25 
mmcf per day and adding a liquids extraction plant. 

The second facility was designed to be readily expandable to 50 mmcf per day of capacity. Cost of the expansion and 
installation of a refridge plant is pegged at $12 million. The refridge is expected to result in liquids recoveries increasing 
from 16 to 45 bbls per mmcf of sales which will add 400 to 600 bbls per day of liquids production and two to three million 
bbls of natural gas liquids to proven plus probable reserves, based on the 2008 year-end reserve evaluation. 

In the first quarter, two vertical wells (60% Storm Gas Resource Corp. 40% Storm) were drilled in the Horn River 
Basin to prove the productivity of the company's lands. 

One of the wells was cored, completed and flow tested in the Muskwa and Otter Park shales. Results from the core 
analysis are not expected to be available for another month or two. The next step in advancing this play will be drilling one 
to three horizontal wells to get production data and operational experience the company can use to determine the economic 
viability of larger scale exploitation with multi-stage frac horizontal wells. 

Nickle's Energy Group 
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BP C A N A DA 
As one of BP Canada Energy Company’s first greenfield developments in Northeastern British Columbia gets 

underway, a major priority is ensuring more sustainable development. 
That includes the use of electricity rather than natural gas, solar panels at wellsites, multi-well pads and a central 

control centre in Dawson Creek. 
Over the next 10 years, BP plans to spend $1.5 billion developing the tight gas project on its 100 sections of land in the 

area near One Island Lake about 60 kilometres southeast of Dawson Creek. 
The first 10 of the planned 130 wells have been drilled in the past year. The first of three compressors sites will start up 

at the end of 2009 with the other two in operation in early to mid-2010. 
BP is developing two formations at Noel: the Cadomin with horizontal wells and multi-stage fractures and the 

underlying Doig.. 
The company captures spring run-off water in pits but if more water is required it will try to obtain water from aquifers 

in the area. Initially, BP trucked in water from Dawson Creek but that was expensive and ineffective. 
The company wants to achieve as close to “zero emissions” as possible at its well sites and has reduced its carbon 

footprint by just over 10%. With electricity from BC Hydro, it does not need to use natural gas to run its pumps and 
motors, reducing the amount of methane vented into the atmosphere. 

Constructing a line to bring in electricity to the site was a large upfront capital investment. Electric motors are easier to 
maintain than gas. The estimated 30 to 40-year life of the project also helps to justify the cost. 

Solar power will provide an estimated 80% of the power for the site. The automated control centre where the operator 
will be able to monitor the performance of wells and remotely control the valves will reduce the need for BP employees to 
be travelling back and forth. 

BP conducted its stakeholder engagement through 2006 and took the comments it received into account when 
designing the project. One of the concerns was about pipeline proliferation and that is one of the reasons BP signed up for 
capacity on the Westcoast Energy Inc. (Spectra Energy Transmission) South Peace Pipeline which will transport 
gas from the Noel area to Spectra’s McMahon gas plant beginning in the third quarter of 2009. 

Nickle’s Energy Group 

E N C A N A 
EnCana Corp in the B.C.’s Peace region is looking to get a head start on the province’s 2016 gas flaring ban by 

starting a vapour recovery unit. 
Gas flaring or the burning of surplus combustible vapours from a well as a means of disposal or to relieve pressure in a 

well is considered a big environmental problem because it emits carbon dioxide, a greenhouse gas. 
EnCana plans to install the unit this year as part of a new compressor station to be built near Dawson Creek. 
On nine of 27 EnCana sites in the Farmington area, the company will use electric compressors to reduce the amount of 

vapours potentially released. 
The move comes after landowners around Farmington formed the Peace Environment and Safety Trustees group earlier 

this year. 
They’re advocating for increased use of vapour recovery and larger setbacks between gas infrastructure and a nearby 

elementary school. 
The BC Energy Plan calls for flaring to be reduced by 50% by 2011, and eliminated by 2016. 

The Canadian Press 

June 2009  

Energy 



- 30 - 

M I N I S T E R  LE K S T RO M  
Peace River South MLA Blair Lekstrom is getting back to the business of balancing BC’s profitable energy industries 

with the needs of communities. 
Lekstrom held onto the reins of the Ministry of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources (MEMPR). 
“A major issue I’m working on is ensuring we have the balance in the oil and gas industry with our landowners and the 

industry working together,” he said.  “We’re going to work on the issue of flaring and setbacks — we’re working on it right 
now within the ministry.  We want to make sure we work with factual data, and come up with something that’s going to 
work.” 

Lekstrom previously indicated he’s awaiting the results of field-based trials initiated by Alberta’s Energy Resources 
Conservation Board before undertaking a review of setback requirements between homes and gas well infrastructure.  
Those results would show how sour gas leaks would be dispersed under different environmental conditions and are 
expected by late summer, but “there may be the possibility that we can move sooner than that,” he said. 

Low natural gas prices continue to pose “a significant challenge” to the industry but prices are expected to rebound, 
Lekstrom said. 

“For every dollar we lose off the price of natural gas, it means close to $300 million to the treasury of BC.” he said.  
Aside from income tax, gas royalties and land rights comprise the province’s single largest source of revenue. 

The province received more than $3.6 billion in industry revenues in 2008, and this year’s budget includes $1.5 billion 
in provincial government subsidies to the oil and gas industry over the next three years — an increase of 57% over the 
previous year’s subsidies. 

The farmer’s advocate position, announced in April as a means of improving relations between rural landowners and 
the oil and gas industry, is now being worked on by ministry staff, Lekstrom said. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

WI N D P A R K  
It’s been two years since site preparation work began at the Bear Mountain Wind Park, and the first towers are set to 

silhouette the ridgeline. 
Over the summer, Dawson Creek residents can expect about a dozen of the turbine towers to become visible from the 

downtown area as they are erected.  From the ground to the tip of a vertical blade, they’ll measure 118 metres tall — about 
the same height as a 30-storey building. 

All of the blades and most of the machinery for 10 of the 34 turbines are on the 25-hectare site at the Brocor staging 
area on the Dangerous Goods Road.  Construction is proceeding smoothly and a full turbine should be erected soon. 

The 34-turbine, 102-megawatt project remains on schedule to deliver power to the BC Hydro grid by the start of 
November.  Each of the turbine blades will be able to shift its pitch to regulate the wind force upon it, and each tower will 
have a rotating base enabling it to face the wind most directly. 

More tower sections will be trucked up to the ridge once road weight restrictions are lifted at some point in June.  The 
Radar Lake Road will continue to be the main access road for the project and will continue to be radio-controlled as 
construction continues over the summer and fall. 

So far, the wind park has employed more than 60 people in the Peace Region and has engaged the services of more than 
20 suppliers over the last two years of construction.  Another five to eight contractors will be hired to complete 
construction, and an additional two operators have been hired to work on site once the park is finished. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

June 2009  
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H U RO N  E N E RG Y 
Huron Energy Corporation, that operates numerous wells in the Farmington area, is aiming to move a planned 

compressor station site one ridge further away from Parkland Elementary School, after ongoing talks with local advocates. 
The company’s application was sent in for review by the Agricultural Land Commission (ALC), and the company 

hopes to hear back by Christmas.  If approved, the new compressor site would mean an emergency planning zone (EPZ) 
oriented in mainly uninhabited land, rather than including the school, as would be the case under the original dispersion 
model. 

Huron is working on establishing an air monitoring system for the school in the unlikely event of a sour gas leak, and 
the company has been in touch with Parkland Elementary since the start of the school year. 

Huron shares the compressor and metering site with Pienza Petroleum, since both companies have wells drilled in 
the Doig and Montney formations and have similar processing needs.  A third party may also be looking for some capacity 
at the site,.  Pienza will operate the metering station, while Huron will operate the compressor. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

Photo by E. Mayoh 
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Tourism 
S U S TA I N A B L E  TO U R I S M 

March 2009  

Room revenues in British Columbia fell for a third 
consecutive month, slipping 2.3% (seasonally adjusted) in 
January. Most regions saw revenues dip, with double-digit 
decreases registered in both Nechako (–20.1%) and North 
Coast (–15.4%). Mainland/Southwest, the posted a 2.8% 
drop while Vancouver Island/ Coast (–1.8%) and Thompson/
Okanagan (–0.7%) were also down. Kootenay (–2.8%) 
recorded a fifth straight monthly decrease in receipts while 
revenues in Northeast (+2.8%) and Cariboo (+1.4%) turned a 
corner in January, both regions showing increases after 
registering declines in each of the two previous months. Data 
Source: BC Stats 

BC Stats Infoline Issue: 09-17 May 1, 2009 

R O O M R E V E N U E S  

May 2009  

Tourism Dawson Creek staff have predicted the draw of 
the great Alaska Highway adventure will ensure a steady 
stream of tourists drop in on Dawson Creek this summer, 
despite a slow economy. 

The truth in this statement is already evident by the 
steadily increasing number of RVs that can already be found 
slowly negotiating the traffic circle or stopped at the 
Northern Alberta Railways (NAR) Park throughout the day. 

“One thing we’re fortunate about in this area is that 
people from the south who decide to make their Alaska 
Highway trip plan this two years ago,” said Tourism Dawson 
Creek, Dustin Bodnaryk  

This isn’t the first time a drop in tourism might have 
been expected. 

Bodnaryk recalls similar concerns during the 2008 
season when gas prices were at an all-time high and the 
country that provides a large majority of the Alaska bound 
travelers, was heading toward a presidential election.  He 
said they were told Americans tended to stay close to their 
homes during election years but there was little or no 
decrease in tourists to the area registered last season. 

Any second thoughts about making the trip will also be 
outweighed by the fact that the 49th State is celebrating its 
50th anniversary this year, said Bodnaryk. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

A L A S K A  HI G H WAY  S T I L L  
TO U R I S T  A T T R AC T I O N 

Going Green is not just a marketing gimmick it is a 
societal shift that is affecting the tourism and travel 
industry.  From recycling, low flow shower heads, 
energy audits, carbon off sets, grey water recycling, 
hybrid vehicles, and renewable energy.   

The sustainable tourism workshop was held in 
Dawson Creek in order to provide small and medium 
sized businesses with tips on practices that could be 
incorporated into their operations.  “There is no one way 
to become more sustainable” said Dr. Nicole Vaugeois, 
BC Regional Innovation Chair for Tourism and 
Sustainable Rural Development “what helps business is 
to hear about other innovators and what they have done 
– then they can modify the ideas into their own 
business”.  

The workshop is being facilitated by Ruth Marr, 
President of Marr Consulting Services and founder of 
Randonnee Tours.  Ruth Marr, recently produced the 
new ‘Green your Business: Toolkit for Tourism 
Operators which was produced for the Canadian 
Tourism Industry. 

“Today visitors are making conscious decisions on 
their travel decisions based on eco-friendly and 
sustainable tourism destinations,” said Dustin Bodnaryk 
Tourism Development Coordinator for Tourism Dawson 
Creek. “There is a strong business case for becoming 
more sustainable” said Dr. Pat Maher of the University 
of Northern British Columbia, a partner in the project 
“this can include cost savings on operations as well as 
the potential to tap into new markets”.  

The workshop was made possible through the 
Fostering Innovation in Sustainable Tourism project led 
by Vancouver Island University in partnership with the 
University of Northern BC , Thompson Rivers 
University, and College of the Rockies.  The workshop 
is fully endorsed by Tourism Dawson Creek and 
Northern British Columbia Tourism Association  

Dawson Creek Daily News 

June 2009  
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Agriculture 

The annual meeting for the BC Grain Producers was held in Dawson Creek at the Best Western Hotel on Feb. 3. The 
afternoon meeting and banquet was attended by nearly 100 producers and industry representatives from the BC Peace. 

Member business included bylaw changes and the election of 2 new Directors to sit on the BCGPA board. 
Replacing the departing directors Margrit Leuenberger and Ross Ravelli are David Wuthrich and Rick Krantz, both of 

the North Peace. Re-elected for another term are Irmi Critcher and Barry Follensbee, both of the South Peace. 
The afternoon featured four guest speakers. Richard Phillips, Executive Director for the Grain Growers of Canada, was 

the first to speak. He outlined the vision and mission of the Growers, and spoke of his lobbying efforts in government, 
giving special attention to Rail Transportation, Biotechnology, Safety Nets, and Marketing. 

Next was Jim Smolik, who sat on the BCGPA board of directors for many years and is now the Assistant Chief 
Commissioner of the Grain Growers of Canada. Jim reported on issues relating to a new declaration system for wheat after 
the removal of the Kernel Visual Distiguishability (KVD) system. He also introduced a new accredited and certified 
container sampling program.  

Emily MacNair, Coordinator of the Climate Action Initiative in B.C., presented how climate action policies in BC are 
currently being formed, brought forward, and what this means for agriculture, specifically for grain producers. 

Ken Gamble, Financial Products Sales Specialist for Viterra in Edmonton, shared his view on carbon credits from 
Alberta’s perspective, informing producers of what has been accomplished with carbon credits in that province. 

-Contributed by Janet Banman BCGPA Administrator 
Northeast News 

BC GR A I N  P RO D U C E R S  

A G RO L O G I S T S  A G R E E  O N  LA B O U R  M O B I L I T Y  
On behalf of their respective memberships, the British Columbia and Alberta institutes of agrologists are complying 

with the Trade, Investment and Labour Mobility Agreement (TILMA) between the two provinces. 
Professional agrologists specialize in agricultural, natural resources and environmental science. There are an estimated 

1,150 agrologists in B.C. and about 2,000 in Alberta. 
Signed in April 2006, the TILMA strives to reduce and eliminate barriers to the free movement of workers, goods, 

services and investments. The TILMA will be fully implemented on April 1, 2009. 
Canada’s most comprehensive inter-provincial trade agreement, the TILMA creates a market of almost 7.8 million 

people – the nation’s second largest economy. 
More information on the TILMA is available at www.tilma.ca and on the Ministry of Small Business, Technology and 

Economic Development’s website at www.gov.bc.ca/ecdev . 
Government of BC News Release 

March 2009  

http://www.tilma.ca
http://www.gov.bc.ca/ecdev
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BI O D I E S E L  P L A N T 
Local canola growers could find a new local market for their product, after a $2 million provincial capital grant in a 

liquid biofuels project was announced. 
But before Peace Biofuels Ltd. (PBL) can put its proposed $60-million canola biodiesel plant in Dawson Creek into 

operation, significant roadblocks will have to be navigated — competition with US biodiesel producers and difficulty of 
obtaining financing being two chief problems. 

The provincial money is “a good deal to help us build the plant,” said Garnet Berge, chair of PBL’s six-member 
steering committee, composed of local producers. 

The plant would produce 40 million litres of biodiesel annually, and would employ 25 to 35 fulltime employees, Berge 
said.  But first, it needs funding and guarantees. 

The plant could consume 15 to 20% of all canola produced in BC and the Alberta Peace region, and “would be great for 
regional development and income,” said Berge.  His comments were echoed by Peace River MLA Blair Lekstrom, who said 
the plant could “give our agricultural producers a diversified market.” 

It could also fill a niche with local canola growers, who see about 20% of the crop wind up as off-grade product.  While 
off-grade canola is not edible, it makes no difference for biodiesel production, Berge said. 

The PBL plant would crush canola, extract the oil, then process it into pure, unblended biodiesel, referred to as B100.  
The product would be further refined in a Husky Oil refinery in Prince George before going to market.  Berge said he’d 
ultimately like to see a blending facility and card lock set up in Dawson Creek. 

If the hurdles are overcome, construction would commence in 2010, and the plant would start up by April 2011.  Aside 
from the PBL proposal, there are few other biodiesel plants in BC — one in Fernie, a few in the Lower Mainland, and one 
proposed 265-million litre per year canola biodiesel plant to be built in Lloydminster, AB. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

Apri l  2009  

Agriculture 

Like grain growers in the South Peace, cattle ranchers are also hoping for some timely rains this spring to ensure 
greener pastures in the summer.  

“We definitely need to restore the subsoil moisture, for hay crops and grain crops. It’s awfully dry out here,” said 
Leonard Patterson, who owns 100 cows on a farm in North Rolla. 

Patterson was at the cattle auction at the fair grounds in Dawson Creek on April 30, and said that in April, ranchers are 
replenishing their breeding stocks and preparing their feeder cows for pasture. He said that because of the draught last year, 
it was difficult to get feed for livestock. 

Patterson said the spring run-off from the snow pack in the higher elevations might help with water levels in the 
dugouts, but some warm rains are needed for the grass to really take off. 

Despite some very tough years due to the outbreak of BSE and the subsequent banning of Canadian beef in some 
countries, rancher Don Murphy said beef prices have shown signs of recovery since last year. Murphy raises 100 red angus 
breeder cows northeast of Dawson Creek. 

One positive for ranchers in the area was the return of the auction mart in 2007, following a four-year absence after the 
original auction barn burnt down. Patterson said it was not only  a benefit the ranchers and farmers, but to the local 
businesses because of the customers from rural areas that come into the city during the auctions. “It’s important to the 
whole community,” he said. 

Northeast News 

C AT T L E  OU T L O O K  

May 2009  



- 35 - 

Mining 

• Exploration expenditures were nearly $367 million, 1,266% over the 2001 investment level of $29 million. 
• Total exploration drilling reached about 1.050 million metres during the year, compared to the 1.254 million 

metres drilled in 2007. 
• Mineral tenure acquisitions during 2008 were down slightly from 2007 levels, at 5.2 million hectares. 
• Number of exploration projects with budgets in excess of $1 million was 98, versus just over 100 in 2007. 
• Number of exploration projects with budgets in excess of $100,000 was 256. 
• There were 388 exploration projects for minerals, coal, industrial minerals and aggregate throughout BC. 
• Number of reported mineral discoveries in 2008 was 32. 
• Number of new mine proposals in late 2008 was 26: 14 metal mines, seven coal mines, three industrial minerals 

quarries and two large aggregate operations. 
• Number of mines in production was 54: 10 metal, nine coal and 35 industrial minerals. 
• BC’s forecast of solid mineral production is $5.7 billion, up over one per cent from $5.6 billion in 2007. 
• Number of projects under environmental review was just over 20. 
• One new mine commenced production: Lexington-Grenoble in the Southwest Region. 
• Nine mines opened or re-opened in the last four years. 
• Sixty per cent of Canadian exploration companies are based in BC, raising $2.9 billion in equity capital (about 

40% of the total equity capital for Canadian-listed exploration companies). 
• Equity capital was raised by 770 publicly listed BC companies which account for 54% of the national total. 
• BC is estimated to account for about 15% of Canadian mineral exploration investments during 2008, up from about 

seven per cent in 2000. 
• Minerals economy as of 2008 employed 28,000 people in the mining and minerals sector in over 50 BC 

communities: 14,000 directly and several thousand additional jobs in the service sector that rely on exploration and 
the mining industry. 

• Mining jobs pay family supporting wages averaging $101,900 with benefits. 
• Exploration expenditures by mining region:  

∗ Northwest: $140 million, 110 projects 
∗ Northeast: $22 million, 10 projects 
∗ North-Central: $80 million, 64 projects 
∗ South-Central: $68 million, 108 projects 
∗ Southeast: $42 million, 63 projects 
∗ Southwest: $15 million, 33 projects 
∗ BC total: $367 million, 388 projects 

Government of BC 

BC M I N E R A L  E X P L O R AT I O N  E X P E N D I T U R E S  I N  
2008  

January 2009  
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First Coal Corporation has achieved a major step forward in its plans to explore and develop a portion of its large 
coal position in northeastern British Columbia. 

First Coal’s President and CEO Douglas Smith signed a Memorandum of Understanding in Chetwynd, along with 
Chief Derek Orr of the McLeod Lake Indian Band. The McLeod Lake Indian Band is the first band on board for this new 
development. 

The company’s Central South and South Cirque properties fall within the Treaty 8 territory, which includes the 
traditional aboriginal lands of the McLeod Lake Indian Band. Through this memorandum, First Coal has committed to 
provide employment and business opportunities to area First Nations and local companies while also ensuring safeguards to 
protect the environment and local caribou population. 

The company has met frequently with four of the First Nations within Treaty 8 territory including the McLeod Lake 
Band, Halfway River First Nations, Saulteau First Nations and West Moberly First Nations, as part of the consultation 
process. 

First Coal Corporation expects to begin production in early 2010. 
http://www.energeticcity.ca 

F I R S T  C OA L C O R P O R AT I O N 

Mining 
Apri l  2009  

Western Canadian Coal announced on 
April 28 that it will keep the Wolverine mine near 
Tumbler Ridge and the Brule mine near Chetwynd 
open. 

The company had given 460 employees at the 
two operations layoff notices back in January. 
However, the company has since signed contracts 
that will allow the mines to continue operating at a 
reduced capacity. 

“We’ve said all along that we would match our 
production to what the demand would be for the 
upcoming coal year, and that’s what we’ve done,” 
said WCC spokesperson David Jan. 

Jan said the company will ship approximately 
two million tonnes of coal from the two mines, at a 
price between US$120 to $125 per tonne. 

WCC will be taking over operations at that 
mine from its contractor, Ledcor, but Jan said that 
will not have any affect on the level of 
compensation and benefits for employees. 

As for the mines, Jan said he doesn’t anticipate 
any further cuts in production, and he believes the 
global markets are showing signs of recovering. 

Northeast News 

W E S T E R N  C A N A D I A N  C OA L 

May 2009  

Photo by E. Mayoh 
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Premier Gordon Campbell announced the 
appointment of Blair Lekstrom as Minister of Energy, 
Mines and Petroleum Resources and the appointment 
of Kevin Krueger as the new Minister of Community 
Development. The provincial cabinet has also been 
realigned, creating a new Ministry of Small Business, 
Technology and Economic Development to be led by 
Minister Ida Chong. 

Blair Lekstrom was appointed Minister of 
Community Development on June 23, 2008. He was 
first elected in the 2001 provincial general election in 
the riding of Peace River South, and was re-elected for 
a second term in the 2005 general election. 

Government of BC News Release 

C A B I N E T  
R E A L I G N M E N T 

A permanent shelter proposal for Dawson Creek will be getting a second chance in Victoria, after Peace River South 
MLA Blair Lekstrom met with the Housing Response Network (HRN). 

The HRN is striving to maintain the momentum behind a proposal submitted in the fall. That proposal encompasses 15 
units of transitional housing — places for people to stay for up to two years while overcoming addictions, fleeing abusive 
situations, and otherwise starting over — and 10 emergency shelter units, slated for short-term need. 

While some question remains over who would operate the transitional and emergency housing units if funding does 
come through, Sheila Hanshaw of the Dawson Creek Native Housing Society, indicated if the province commits 30 years of 
operational funding, "all kinds of organizations will want to administer this project." 

So far, the HRN has received $97,500 in proposal development funding from B.C. Housing, to be paid out as invoices 
are submitted.  

Lekstrom also debriefed the attendees on Dawson Creek's subsidized housing situation. The city currently has 277 units 
of subsidized housing, he said, including 50 town-houses funded by B.C. Housing, 15 units on 102 Avenue, and 53 units of 
native housing scattered across the city. 

After Lekstrom departed to attend another meeting, the network reverted the discussion to the new warming shelter at 
St. Mark's Anglican Church, near 103 Avenue and 10th Street. 

The first clients made use of the shelter in January, and the HRN agreed to circulate e-mails to keep each other 
informed of how popular the shelter proves to be over the next few months. 

The warming shelter doors open at 10 p.m., and check-out time is 8 a.m. the next day. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 

P E R M A N E N T  S H E LT E R 

The City of Dawson Creek is hoping to make some 
upgrades critical to the city’s emergency water supply with the 
help of some provincial grant money. 

If approved, the grant money would help upgrade the 
pump and line that supplies the water treatment plant with H2O 
from an emergency reservoir in case of an interruption in the 
normal supply. 

It would also pay for a new backup power generator as the 
current one is undersized. 

The cost of the project is an estimated $520, 000. City hall 
has submitted an application under the Towns for Tomorrow 
program that if approved will see the province pay for $375, 
000 of the project and require the city to commit the balance of 
$145, 000 in this year’s budget.  

Northeast News 

E M E RG E N C Y  WAT E R  
S U P P LY 

City News 
January 2009  
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The City of Dawson Creek will apply for provincial grant money under a new program aimed at growing trees in urban 
environments.  

The City is looking at restoring some turf areas in Kin Park with trees and shrubs, and has applied for funding from the 
province under the Trees for Tomorrow initiative unveiled last year. 

It is a five-year, $13 million program with the goal of planting four million trees in public spaces in communities all 
over the province. It is overseen by the Ministry of Community Development and implemented with the help of Evergreen, 
a non-profit environmental organization. 

“This isn’t just focused on carbon sequestration or the environment,” Minister Blair Lekstrom said. “It’s certainly based 
on quality of life in the communities where we live, our schoolyards, our hospitals, our boulevards.” 

Lekstrom said that the grant was open not just to municipalities but also to First Nations, churches, school districts and 
other public institutions. 

If the grant application is approved, the City would receive $10, 000 from the province and another $5,000 from 
Evergreen, a non-profit environmental organization that has partnered with the province. 

The City would chip-in an additional $5,000 to bring the projected total cost of the project to $20,000. 
Northeast News 

T R E E S  F O R TO M O R ROW  

January 2009  

February  2009  

A GR E E N  B U S I N E S S  
When Gridiron Fitness opened in downtown Dawson Creek, the owners wanted the new gym and fitness facility to 

be environmentally friendly and offer more than just a blue recycling bin for patrons to toss their empty juice bottles. 
The original building was constructed in 1948 and so the exterior insulation was replaced as were the windows.  These 

changes as well as installing high efficiency furnaces have brought the heating costs down almost $300 per month.  A 
programmable thermostat reduces the temperature during the times the building is closed to patrons. 

Another sensible, energy-saving strategy was to have the hot air from the electrical room vented into the main room.  
The lights were upgraded to 32 watt fluorescent or to compact fluorescent.  The TVs shut off automatically every night 

and lights are on sensors in many rooms to minimize wasted power. 
As well, 10 of the 16 cardio machines are self-powered.  The televisions on the cardio machines only turn on when 

someone starts using the machine. 
The hot water tank has been replaced with an on-demand water heater, that lists the cost to heat water at $195 a year.  

The showers use low flow showerheads and high-efficiency front loading washers clean the 15-20 loads of towels a day. 
Additional upgrades are to rewrap the outside of the building and to re-insulate the roof for further savings. 

The Mirror 

City News 
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LI V ESM A R T  R E C O G N I T I O N 
An assertion by City of Dawson Creek’s administration that money can’t always dictate how things are accomplished 

has earned them recognition by the provincial government program, LiveSmart BC. 
“It’s not just about economics,” said Emanuel Machado, Director of Corporate Planning and Sustainable Community 

Development.  “We also have to consider a triple bottom line approach.” 
Machado explained the triple bottom line means in addition to economics; a project will also have to include 

considerations of environmental and social conditions. 
“In some cases, we might have the money to do it, but socially or environmentally it’s too costly, and the reverse also 

applies,” said Machado, who went on to explain the reason why Dawson Creek was chosen for a LiveSmart BC Award. 
“Essentially the Green City awards were to recognize cities that work toward sustainability,” he said.  “The first year 

(of LiveSmart) focused on energy planning.  This year, because we’ve obviously expanded into all facets of sustainability, 
we were recognized for that.” 

The other two factors Dawson Creek was recognized for was a city planning program, or a charette, and social planning 
through youth engagement. 

The charette was the process of looking at how the city is designed and creating a plan of what it could look like in the 
future. 

“We used land north of the city as sort of a practice run to test what kinds of houses, what kind of streets, green spaces 
and so on reflect on the kind of community we are,” said Machado.  “Green space, storm water management, alternative 
transportation, walkability were some of the most important things for people so we incorporated those wishes into the 
design itself.” 

The social plan was a yearlong process to recognize that every community has social issues to address and getting first 
hand information from front-line workers on how to address them. 

“We engaged with the community services network, representing all the social agencies in the community,” Machado 
said. 

They then brought in the Social Planning and Research Council of BC (SPARC) to help create a social plan.  The plan 
identified the role the City could play in addressing issues such as housing, youth engagement, education and trades, and 
becoming a generally more welcoming community. 

Rounding out the City’s sustainability efforts was the continued energy planning on the road to becoming self-
sufficient, by producing green power from local, renewable sources. 

This includes the addition of solar powered units on municipal buildings to offset electricity and natural gas use, the 
initial phase in a project to bring community owned wind power to the city and a bioenergy study. 

“We wanted to look at agriculture and forestry waste and find out what is available that could be turned into energy, but 
doesn’t come from a food source, or doesn’t compete with an existing industry,” said Machado.  “That would offset our 
natural gas as well and the emissions that come with that.” 

The Mirror 

The management team for the EnCana Events Centre has reported their first year of operation as a success. 
During the 2008 season, which didn’t officially begin until the Robert Munsch show in May, Global Spectrum reported 

a total of 22,141 people attending events. 
The 2009 business plan for the facility revealed a total of $873,069 in revenue generated through events in 2008.  This 

comes to $214,108 net revenue after promoter payouts.  The remainder is applied to building costs. 
Bigger shows and more of them was the basis of the business plan’s future predictions, and the 2008 shows have given 

management an idea of what will fill the seats. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 

E N C A N A  E V E N T S  C E N T R E 

City News 
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The Measuring Up the North committee is looking for the public’s input on the accessibility and inclusiveness of 
Dawson Creek. 

MUTN has created a survey with 27 different questions designed to gauge how easily seniors, people with disabilities, 
and families with young children are able to get around and how engaged they feel in community life. It asks people to rate 
things like accessibility to private and public buildings, the availability of disabled parking spaces and the inclusiveness of 
social activities.  

MUTN liaison Dennis Mracek said the survey would help the committee identify priorities and set goals. 
“There’s such a wide range of problems,” Mracek said. “There’s sidewalks that need to be fixed; we need public access 

to transportation; access to businesses.  We don’t know which [issues] are the important ones.”  
The survey was made possible by a grant from the province’s 2010 Legacies Now program and with help from the 

Kiwanis Enterprise Centre. 
The committee hopes to have the results compiled by mid-May.  
The surveys are being delivered by mail to residents, but can also be found online at www.peacecountry.com. 

Northeast News 

M E A S U R I N G  UP  T H E  NO RT H 

C L I M B I N G  W A L L 
Dawson Creek City Council has voted to help pay for the High Performance Climbing Wall at the Multiplex after 

Northern BC Winter Games Legacy Committee announced it would not be funding the entire project. 
Council was informed by the BC Games office that it would not be able to fund the climbing wall because the structure 

did not meet the criteria.  Instead of covering the original $200,000 price tag for the wall, their commitment was dropped to 
just $9,643. 

The Dawson Creek Rotary Club, Sunrise Rotary Club and the South Peace Oilmen’s Association, agreed to pick up 
some of the slack, each committing $50,000 to the project.  This left a remainder of $40,365 for the city to look after. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

P ROV I N C I A L  B U D G E T 
The province’s fiscal 2009 budget contains some economic stimulus for the Peace region. 
Rural Peace residents could be the biggest local winners, as an additional $9 million is being added to Fair Share funds 

over the next three years.  That will mean an estimated $29 million to be divvied up this year, and $32 million and $35 
million in subsequent years.  Fair Share funding is meant for projects in rural communities and is derived from oil and gas 
revenues to the province. 

The province is also pitching in $6 million to help the Ministry of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources to develop 
the Horn River Basin shale gas play near Fort Nelson.  Over the next three years, $94 million is being committed to 
maintenance and upgrades of rural resource roads, and $30 million is being given to the Rural BC Secretarial for economic 
development. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

March 2009  
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Managers at the EnCana Events Centre provided city council with the complete business plan of the facility during a 
meeting on Feb. 23. 

General manager Gunnar Fox and assistant general manager Ryan McIvor of Global Spectrum Facility Management 
were in attendance to provide an overview of the plan and answer questions. Although the company handles the day-to-day 
operations of the Events Centre, the City’s chief administrative officer Jim Chute said the business plan was part of 
council’s vision for the facility, and was identified as priority number two in their strategic plan. 

“The business plan being presented is the City’s plan,” Chute explained. “It will form the backbone of what Global 
Spectrum will be doing for us, but it is not Global Spectrum’s business plan, it’s the EnCana Events Centre plan and 
belongs to council.”  

In response to the policies set by council, the company developed a number of objectives and goals to implement them. 
These include increasing profitability and attendance, generating more events, maximizing customer service and satisfaction 
and managing and controlling expenses. 

“We do quarterly reviews with all of our staff to make sure everyone is working towards and achieving goals based 
upon these initiatives,” Fox told council. 

On the attendance side, Fox pointed to the recent success of the sold-out FMX event on Feb. 14 as evidence that the 
events centre is able to bring in shows that draw people in. 

“Our show sold-out, which is the highest attendance they’ve had this year,” he said. “I think that’s something to note, 
that other buildings of similar size couldn’t do.” 

Fox said he anticipates that attendance will continue to grow as more events are added each year and the building 
becomes more established in the Peace region. The plan’s projections show an increase in attendance from of 110, 000 at 59 
events this year to 223,000 at 77 events in 2011, but that will depend largely on securing a Junior A hockey team as a 
permanent tenant this year, and that team making the playoffs in 2011.  

Fox said management has begun to identify the marketplace and what events will and will not work. He said that while 
hockey and other sporting events, and rock and country music concerts, are popular in the area, they also want to focus on 
family-oriented shows, with an emphasis on providing a mix of events.  

“We want to make sure that we’re not just catering to one demographic. This is a community building; we want to 
provide something for everyone.” 

Even if the attendance numbers follow those projections, the City will still take a net loss for at least the next three 
years, with a projected total of just over $3 million over that span. That doesn’t include investments for the $3 million 
convention centre, which if approved, would be completed and operational in 2012, and could bring in additional revenues 
from weddings, parties and other functions. There are also additional upgrades planned at a cost of about $2.1 million that 
would have to be approved, including signage and display platforms, which Fox said are essential to operating the facility at 
its maximum potential. It not known at this time when the facility would start operating at a profit, but he said it typically 
takes about nine years for these kind of facilities. 

“Typically a building takes about that long in order to turn a profit. We’re a brand new building and we’re still working 
out all the kinks, so it’s going to take some time. We feel that the building has great potential.” 

Chute said the business plan doesn’t factor in indirect economic benefit to the city. 
“The business plan itself doesn’t speak at all to any of the spin-offs that come with that,” he said “but those spin-offs 

are very real. If that projected attendance of 225,000 is reached in the third year, there will be a tremendous amount of 
economic benefit in the area.”  

Northeast News 

E N C A N A  E V E N T S  C E N T R E  BU S I N E S S  P L A N 
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Some outstanding volunteers in Dawson Creek were recognized for their hard work and dedication to community 
sports. 

Eight volunteers were presented with a Community Sport Hero Award at a ceremony at the Encana Events Centre on 
Feb 10.  

Paul Varian, president and CEO of Sport BC and Brian Lieverse of EnCana Corp. represented the sponsors of the event 
and presented the awards to the recipients.  

“Everyone agrees that the most important resource to amateur sports is the volunteer,” said Varian. “They make sport 
and recreation happen at the city and community level, and that’s what the awards are all about.” 

Varian said due to the support from EnCana, Sport BC has been able to expand the awards from just two communities 
each year to 12, with a different community hosting one every month. 

“The volunteers are the ones we want to thank tonight,” said Lieverse. “We take them for granted, but without their 
extra dedication and work programs that we take for granted we would never have.” 

The eight award winners were recognized for the following: 
• Sandra Johnson (golf) – A volunteer for over 20 years, Johnson has planned lessons, tournaments and events for 

junior golfers at the Dawson Creek golf course, significantly contributing to the growth of the sport in the 
community and the region. 

• Marilyn Kreuzinger (figure skating) – The coach of the Mile 0 Figure Skating Club for over 35 years, 
Kreuzinger also sits on the board of directors for the BC/YT Section of Skate Canada and is on the coaching 
committee for the national body. She is a tireless volunteer for her club and her community. 

• Mike Readman (Action Schools! BC and Premier’s Sport Awards Program) – Readman is the principal of 
Electronic Education and has been a teacher in School District 59 for 14 years. He has coached volleyball and 
basketball and has encouraged physical activity in his students. He has also been involved in sports outside of 
school as the president of the Dawson Creek Minor Hockey Association, past president of the Dawson Creek 
Volleyball Club, and as a baseball coach. 

• Mike Bernier (soccer) – The mayor of Dawson Creek has also been involved with South Peace Junior Soccer for 
15 years, as a coach, referee and past-president. Bernier helped to create a competitive soccer program for the city 
and was instrumental in the completion of a Soccer Park. He has also helped to raise over $250,000 for the junior 
soccer program. 

• Tim Love (volleyball) – Love is a director at the Ark Christian Youth Centre and has coached youth athletes in 
volleyball through Ron Pettigrew Christian School, South Peace Secondary School and the Dawson Creek 
Volleyball Club. He has been involved in mentoring youth for over 25 years and has volunteered for other sports 
events and fundraisers throughout that time. 

• Betty Hanston (curling) – Hanston has coached students for the past 20 years, through the Dawson Creek Curling 
Club and South Peace Secondary School. Her hard work and extra hours have paid off in a number of 
championship teams and provincial titles, she also tied as the all-time second best coach in the province. She 
continues to volunteer with the curling club, including at curling clinics. 

• Jim Mah (curling) – Mah organized an elementary curling program at Canalta Elementary School for grades five 
to seven 25 years ago and is still involved today. He is now the principal there, teaching students about 
sportsmanship and etiquette, he organizes a bonspiel for the end of the season.  

• Ed Johnson (curling) – Johnson has volunteered his time over the past 25 years to help Jim Mah maintain the 
elementary curling Program at Canalta Elementary. Now a retired teacher, he continues to participate and is also an 
executive with the Dawson Creek Curling Club. 

Northeast News 
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N E W R E A LT Y  C O M PA N Y 
No longer will Remax have the only game in town as 

Century 21 Energy Realty is in the process of opening an 
office to take advantage of Dawson Creek’s thriving real 
estate market. 

The Northern Lights Real Estate Board, which 
includes Dawson Creek, reports the area is one of the few 
jurisdictions reporting more favourable property sales 
compared to elsewhere in Canada. 

The current situation with only one real estate 
company is especially rare considering the reputation the 
Peace Region has amongst real estate circles.  The future is 
bright for the entire region and it’s expected the Peace 
Region will see growth throughout the economic downturn 
as displaced workers come to the area in search of 
employment. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

C I T Y  B U D G E T 
Despite the continuation of a 12-year streak of 

lowering the tax rate, Dawson Creek residents will see 
their tax bills increase slightly in 2009. 

The city’s $30-million budget means an increased tax 
requisition, and will result in residential taxes increasing 
by $0.50 to $5.35 per thousand dollars of assessed building 
value. 

The gap between residential and business taxes will 
narrow this year, to a ratio of 3.06.  Though the business 
tax rate remains the same, higher property assessments 
mean commercial property owners can expect to pay 
$12.92 more on average. 

To a homeowner living the average single-family 
house (determined by the City to be a home assessed at 
$186,619), the municipal tax increase will be about $56.  
For the city, the $0.50 increase in residential taxes will 
mean an extra $376,685 in revenue.  Including taxes owed 
to the regional district, school district, and hospital district, 
the average homeowner in Dawson Creek could be looking 
at a $2,200 tax bill this year. 

The City is using more than half of the surplus money 
carried over from last year in order to minimize the 
required tax increase. 

City staff expect overall revenue to decline based on 
the slow economy, while expenditures are expected to 
increase by eight percent.  The increased costs are related 
to policing, waste services, transit, debt servicing cost and 
employee union contracts. 

The 2009 budget will include capital investments of 
$9.9 million, and $3.15 million in new debt through 
borrowing, though much of that is bridge financing to 
carry over city operations until the tax money is collected 
in July. 

The city is undergoing a water rate study this year to 
find out what new rates are needed, followed by a sewer 
fee review.  Any fee changes as a result of either study 
wouldn’t take effect until the 2010 budget if approved. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

NAT U R A L  G A S  LI N E 
After 10 years in the works, a plan to supply natural 

gas to homes along a 130-kilometre section of an existing 
high-pressure gas line south of Dawson Creek has come 
together. 

Residents living in the Pouce Coupe – Tomslake 
corridor are on the verge of getting natural gas lines to 
their homes, many of which are now heated by oil, thanks 
to a proposed $3-million project. 

The project would receive funding of about $1 million 
apiece from the Peace River Regional District and Pacific 
Northern Gas (PNG) and about $150,000 from EnCana.  
The only catch left is how much residents will be asked to 
pay. 

That will become clearer after a meeting to be held at 
Tate Creek Elementary School at the end of March.  The 
more people who sign up to receive the gas connection, the 
cheaper the cost will be.  About 200 people have signed up 
so far, and PNG is hoping to get 300 signatures. 

PNG has a purchase agreement in place with EnCana, 
and the BC Utilities Commission has given the green light 
to the connections.  The project will have a 20-year 
payback period before PNG starts making a net profit from 
it.   The connections could be up and running by October. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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R E A L E S TAT E  IN V E S T M E N T N E T WO R K 
The Real Estate Investment Network (REIN) is the latest group to recognize Dawson Creek as a shining beacon 

amongst the world’s economic woes.  The REIN’s annual “top places to invest in BC” list typically features larger southern 
communities, but in 2009 the relatively obscure Dawson Creek slipped into the number five spot; sandwiched between 
Kamloops and Kelowna. 

“They were very flattering in what they said about Dawson Creek,” Mayor Mike Bernier said about the experts at 
REIN.  “These are people that for a living do the research and tell other people where to invest and they get paid very well 
for that information.” 

For three weeks in March, Bernier has spent less than three days in the city as he tours the West in an attempt to 
capitalize on Dawson Creek’s ascension to the prestigious list.  In that time, he’s presented to various investment boards in 
Vancouver, Calgary and Edmonton.  Dawson Creek’s attendance was by request, and Bernier was the only representative 
invited to speak about the possibilities in his city. 

The focus of his message was how well the economy in the city and area is holding up during the current economic 
downturn and the ability to sustain the economy over the long run. 

Big city investors can be quick to deem prosperous northern cities as boomtowns, more often than not, riding the wave 
of oil and gas expansion.  That scenario puts a community at the mercy of a single industry’s fluctuations but Dawson 
Creek’s agricultural grass roots, tourism, forestry as well as oil and gas, keeps the economy relatively stable, said Bernier. 

Bernier gave other statistics as to why Dawson Creek was chosen as a great place to invest.  They include a young 
average age of about 33 years; an average family income of $70,000, while the provincial average is about $59,000; and the 
average home in BC costs $400,000 whereas the average home in Dawson Creek costs $195,000. 

Since his presentation, Bernier has received at least a dozen invitations from Alberta and the Lower Mainland 
expressing interest in a visit to Dawson Creek.  He expects investors will soon build multi-unit apartment buildings, strip 
malls, and a variety of other additions needed to sustain the growing population that is sure to move into the area over the 
next number of years in the search for work. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

P O U C E  C O U P E  RE C E I V E S  LAG O O N F U N D I N G 
Almost $175,000 in government funding for the village of Pouce Coupe will go straight into the toilet.  The funding 

comes care of a joint investment from all three tiers of government and will go towards reinforcing a section of the town’s 
sewage treatment lagoon. 

Pouce Coupe Mayor Lyman Clark explained the town’s sewage treatment lagoon is in danger of releasing untreated 
sewage into the Pouce Coup River.  The erosion along the river has been filled and worked on but until there has not been 
proper funding to tackle the project properly. 

The work to reinforce the lagoon will involve clearing and grubbing the proposed site, placing structural components 
including geotextile cloth, rock and gravel, and monitoring the slope for erosion. 

The money for the project comes from the Building Canada Fund. 
The program acknowledges smaller communities can have difficulties coming up with enough funding for larger 

projects.  It was created to help in areas of tourism, local roads, short sea shipping, shortline railways, drinking water and 
sewage, as is the case in Pouce Coupe. 
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T R A F F I C  FI N E RE V E N U E 
The Province’s traffic fine revenue sharing program assists municipalities that directly pay police enforcement costs.  

The grants come from ticket fines and court-imposed fines on violation tickets. 
In recent years, this funding has also allowed communities to establish police teams focused on repeat offenders, 

provided additional resources to fight organized crime and strengthened community outreach services. 
The amount of money a municipality receives is based on its contribution to total municipal policing costs.  Dawson 

Creek will receive $217,407. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 

BC A S S E S S M E N T 
More than 17,400 property owners in Dawson Creek, Pouce Coupe and Rural South Peace can expect to receive their 

2009 assessment notice in the mail in early January.  

BC Assessment 

Quarter Jan-Mar 07 Apr-Jun 07 Jul-Sep 07 Oct-Dec 07 Jan-Mar 08 Apr-Jun 08 Jul-Sep 08 Oct-Dec 08 

Median 
Sale Price 

199,125 200,000 189,500 215,250 222,750 198,000 221,000 200,000 

No. of 
Sales 

56 73 86 56 34 77 76 47 

March 2009  
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The late Mayor Calvin Kruk posthumously received a Project Porchlight 2009 Catalyst Award.  Project Porchlight was 
created by the Ottawa-based group One Change, which is an environmental group that focuses on taking small steps 
towards reducing climate change, such as using energy efficient light bulbs and maintaining good tire pressure on vehicles. 

Kruk was instrumental in bringing the project to BC and helping to deliver more than 20,000 energy efficient light 
bulbs throughout the province. 

The executive director of One Change said the most important accomplishment Kruk achieved through the effort was 
giving people the belief that they can make a difference. 

“Calvin Kruk was unique in that he felt it was his job as mayor to make people feel like they’re part of solutions,” said 
Stuart Hickox.  “He was a catalyst for change in Dawson Creek so we wanted to give him that award.” 

Since the first Project Porchlight event in Dawson Creek, which took place at last year’s community cleanup day, over 
20 additional BC municipalities have contacted the group expressing their interest. 

The other recipients of a 2009 Catalyst Awarad were MP David McGuinty, EnCana and the Vermont Energy 
Investment. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

C ATA LY S T  A WA R D 

C U LT U R A L  C E N T R E 
The Dawson Creek Cultural Centre project (old post office) was given a green light following an announcement that 

the federal and provincial governments will provide $6.3 million in support of the “Calvin Kruk Centre for the Arts”. 
Prince George-Peace River MP Jay Hill and South Peace MLA Blair Lekstrom held a press conference at Lekstrom’s 

constituency office for an event Hill described as bittersweet. 
“It’s a bittersweet announcement as Mayor Calvin Kruk is not here with us to see his vision visualized,” Hill said.  

“Mayor Kruk campaigned tirelessly for a cultural centre for Dawson Creek including travelling to Ottawa to promote the 
idea of the centre with my cabinet colleagues including my good friend Chuck Strahl and I can say today, Calvin we were 
listening.” 

Hill said the project fits in with his government’s plan to stimulate the economy through stable, predictable and acceler-
ated infrastructure funding. 

Lekstrom illustrated Hill’s comment about the “bittersweet” after pausing to stifle emotions brought on when mention-
ing Kruk. 

“Calvin was a great friend,” he continued after regaining composure.  “He began this process quite some time ago.  We 
worked closely together on bringing it to reality.  I know today he’s looking down and smiling on us saying ‘thank good-
ness you guys didn’t drop the ball.’” 

The proposed community and cultural centre will be housed in the 42,000 square foot historic post office building.  It 
will feature a multi-purpose theatre space, meeting rooms, dance and textile studios and administrative offices.  It will also 
be the new home for the Kiwanis Performing Arts Centre (KPAC). 

The rough estimate puts project completion at about 18 months, and Mayor Mike Bernier said they are continuing to 
find an interim home for KPAC. 

A feasibility study completed in March by Commonwealth Historic Resource Management Limited gave a project esti-
mate of just under $9.5 million.  This leaves the City of Dawson Creek with an outstanding balance of about $3.2 million. 

Counselor Terry MacFadyen said they were looking for corporate sponsors for the project. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 
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F E D E R A L  /  P ROV I N C I A L  FU N D I N G  R E C E I V E D  
The federal government augmented the provincial Towns for Tomorrow and Local Motion funds with an additional 

$6.5 million all of which goes towards projects ready for construction this spring or summer in the Peace.  The investment 
is a subset of the $12-billion of federal dollars being spent on new infrastructure funding this year and next year. 

While the Towns for Tomorrow program has existed at the provincial level for about three years, this year marks the 
first time the federal government has contributed to it, said MP Jay Hill, who’s one of seven members of the federal 
government’s Treasury Board. 

Dawson Creek will benefit through a $341,300 upgrade to the Lungul Reservoir-Emergency Pumping Station, which 
provides a back-up drinking water supply to the city, $504,700 in Small Community Grants, and $217,400 in Traffic Fine 
Revenue Sharing which will help cover the city’s policing costs.  Another $20,000 will help the city get through Phase 2 of 
its Water Demand Management Plan. 

Other South Peace municipalities benefitting include Pouce Coupe ($400,000 to help build a new firehall), Chetwynd 
($400,000 for the Legacy Housing assisted-living project), and Tumbler Ridge ($400,000 to replace doors, windows and 
insulation on their community centre). 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

P L U G - I N  HY B R I D C A R 
The City of Dawson Creek will be running a greener fleet this spring thanks to a provincial pilot project aimed at 

converting vehicles to become plug-in hybrids. 
The city’s transformed 2008 Toyota Prius was unveiled outside City Hall and test-driven by Mayor Mike Bernier and 

Energy Minister Blair Lekstrom whose ministry provided the funds for the conversion. 
“This initiative is in line with our community’s progression to becoming sustainable, energy self-sufficient and carbon 

neutral,” said Bernier.  The plug-in hybrid’s battery system was beefed up by Vancouver company REV Technologies, who 
performed the conversion.  The battery system can now be recharged by plugging into a wall outlet, allowing the car to run 
purely out of electricity in some driving situations. 

The conversion means a doubling of the Prius’ fuel economy to 2.35 litres per hundred kilometers (100 miles per 
gallon).  The vehicle’s range on pure electrical power is about 60 kilometers. 

“The city has been trying to make its fleet more efficient,” said Emanuel Machado, the city’s Director of Corporate 
Planning.  Dawson Creek is also trying to make its operations completely carbon-neutral by 2012, and has strategies aimed 
at consumption of natural gas, electricity and fuel. 

The city is trying to reduce its fuel consumption by 20% by 2016, and plug-in hybrids could go a long way towards that 
goal, while reducing greenhouse gas emissions. 

The car will be used by city staff for business around town, including building inspections and road trips to other 
municipalities.  Before the modifications, the city’s Prius was able to make it to Vancouver on one tank of gas, but with the 
modifications, Machado expects one tank will now suffice for the entire round trip. 

Because it’s a pilot project, a data monitoring system was also installed in the car, allowing it to beam information back 
to Victoria via satellite. 

The city has also been using Ford Escapes in place of trucks with eight cylinder engines, which means $15,000 in fuel 
savings per car over five years, Machado said. 

Kelowna and Penticton were the only other cities approved for the project, while Vancouver has it’s own program for 
plug-in hybrids. 

Three vehicles apiece from the vehicle fleets of BC Hydro and the provincial government are also being converted to 
plug-in hybrids. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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O I L  & GA S  C O M M I S S I O N 
By the end of April, South Peace residents with questions over nearby oil and gas development will be able to get 

answers in person, thanks to a new Oil & Gas Commission (OGC) office set to open in Dawson Creek. 
The office will have 10 staff when it opens to the public later this month.  Compliance and enforcement officers and a 

land liaison officer will be among those calling the office home, and they’ll likely be kept busy by increasing oil and gas 
exploration in the Montney play that underlies the South Peace region. 

In addition to the land liaison officer, an independent farmer’s advocate will also work out of the new office.  The two 
positions will have complementary roles, though the farmer’s advocate won’t work for the OGC and will have an expanded 
role that includes explaining leases to rural residents. 

The Montney play “is the most competitive gas play in Western Canada,” said Oil & Gas Commission CEO Alex 
Ferguson at the opening.  The combination of infrastructure, population, and services available in the vicinity of the gas 
deposits are what make the Montney so competitive, he said. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

C OAT  O F  A R M S  
Dawson Creek has received an official coat of arms slightly over half-a-century since the city’s inauguration. 
The process of getting a coat of arms has taken a number of years in itself. 
In order to get a coat of arms, a city applies to a stand-alone crown corporation under the federal government, 

responsible for working with municipalities to create coats of arms.  There were a total of three different versions created 
before the final was approved by administration. 

The unveiling took place during a Council meeting. 
Each individual symbol was explained by council and community liaison Elaine Peterson. 
She started with a raven holding an aspen leaf, representative of the local bird and Peace River region’s forestry 

industry.  Two elk were chosen after a long discussion on whether moose, buffalo, bear or a host of other indigenous 
animals common to the area might better represent Dawson Creek, Peterson said.  Each of the elk is wearing traditional 
Metis sashes in recognition of the Metis people who populate the area.  Droplets of oil as well as flames have been included 
in recognition of the oil and gas industry. 

One of the last items to be added to the coat of arms was Dawson Creek’s official flower, the goldenrod, which was 
unveiled in the spring of 2008. 

The motto “New Frontiers, New Beginnings,” was provided by a former member of the Heritage Commission, Wayne 
Mould. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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J U N I O R  HO C K E Y F R A N C H I S E  
After months of negotiations with no fewer than four different hockey organizations, trips across North America and 

hours spent working the phones, Dawson Creek will have a junior hockey team for 2010-11 season. 
The new franchise is part of the North American Hockey League and will be the first Canadian team in the 20-team, 

four-division league. 
The NAHL was founded in 1975 as the Great Lakes Junior Hockey League.  Nine years later the name changed to the 

North American Junior Hockey League and it was later modified to its current name.  Early in its history the league only 
had three clubs, but has since grown to its current format. 

Most of the teams are in communities around the Great Lakes, but there are teams as far away as Texas, Alaska and 
Washington. 

A typical road trip for the Dawson Creek team would see a Wednesday bus trip to Edmonton, a flight to Seattle and one 
or two games in Wenachee, then a flight to Alaska for one or two games and a flight back to Edmonton before a bus trip 
home Sunday. 

Several times over the course of the 58-game season, the Dawson Creek club will travel east to play in showcase 
tournaments in Michigan or Minnesota.  That’s where the real exposure to the American college scouts will take place.  And 
that’s one of the major selling points of the league. 

The team will set up as a non-profit society (the DC Rage Hockey Society) and the founding members are providing 
the funding and the $400,000 US franchise fee. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

The Province is delivering the latest installment from the Peace River Memorandum of Understanding (also referred to 
as FairShare), more than $29 million this year alone, to support and enhance economic development and regional 
infrastructure for the Peace River Regional District and its member municipalities, Blair Lekstrom, Minister of Energy, 
Mines and Petroleum Resources and MLA for Peace River South and Community Development Minister Kevin Krueger 
announced. 

 “With this increase in funding of more than $2.5 million over last year, the provincial government is ensuring that the 
infrastructure we depend on every day is safe, reliable, and capable of meeting the future needs of our growing economy,” 
said Lekstrom. “Unlike other parts of British Columbia, communities in the northeast do not have the same access to an 
industrial tax base to help share the cost of financing municipal infrastructure. Our ‘FairShare’ M.O.U. helps support 
infrastructure improvements and other important projects determined by the local governments.” 

 Since its signing in 2005, the Peace River Memorandum of Understanding has delivered $121 million to communities 
in the northeast.  

“This agreement has delivered $61 million more than would have been delivered under the previous FairShare 
agreement,” said Krueger. “These additional funds are making a measurable difference in the development of the 
communities within the region, helping them shape their goals and visions.”   

Announced in 2005, the Provincial / Peace River Memorandum of Understanding provides at least $20 million 
annually, indexed to changes in the rural industrial assessment base, to the Peace River Regional District. The funds act as 
“grants-in-lieu” as Peace River communities cannot access what would ordinarily be their municipal industrial property 
taxes. 

Representatives from the communities of Chetwynd, Hudson’s Hope, Taylor, Tumbler Ridge, Dawson Creek, Fort St. 
John and Pouce Coupe were signatories to the Memorandum of Understanding. The funds are divided among local 
governments within the regional district through a formula determined by the region. 

Government of BC News Release 

F A I RSH A I R  
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Like most municipalities in BC, Dawson Creek has signed on to the provincial government’s Climate Acton Charter, 
but it may be one of the first to actually have a strategy to meet emission reduction targets. 

City council adopted a carbon neutral strategy during a meeting on April 6 that will help the city identify and 
implement opportunities to become carbon neutral by 2012, a requirement of the charter. Staff with the sustainable 
community development department were responsible for creating the strategy. 

“We were doing a lot of this work way before the city signed the charter, but the need to have a plan like this came out 
of the signing of the charter itself,” said Emanuel Machado, director of that department. 

The city will follow a six-step approach to becoming carbon neutral, which began with the signing the charter in 2007. 
The next step is collecting and monitoring emissions data from the city’s infrastructure, and to that end, a number of energy 
audits have been done on some municipal buildings. 

Machado said that new municipal buildings will be much more energy efficient, but he said the older buildings still 
need a lot of work. 

“New construction that’s being built in the near future is going to be built to a much higher energy standard than it was 
built up until now, so that presents huge opportunities,” he said. “I still think the bigger challenge is for existing 
infrastructure because 80 to 90 per cent of our community is already built.” 

The third and fourth steps are to identify and implement opportunities to reduce emissions in three areas: energy 
efficiency, renewable energy and cleaner-burning fuel alternatives, such as biodiesel. The city has already taken a number 
of steps, including replacing 200 streetlights and all city-owned traffic lights with more efficient bulbs, and installing solar 
panels on traffic signs, pedestrian crossings, bus stops and trail lights. A number of municipal buildings have had retrofitted 
lighting systems and solar hot water heaters installed. The city has also purchased more fuel-efficient vehicles, including the 
new plug-in electric hybrid unveiled earlier this month. 

Machado said the city is looking at the potential for wind power and biomass technology to power and heat some of its 
buildings. Although not identified in the strategy, Machado said other projects like the Energy House project at the Northern 
Lights College and the proposed Centennial Green project could have implications for carbon reduction as well. 

However, even if all the opportunities identified in the strategy were implemented, it would only reduce the city’s 
emissions by 54 per cent of projected 2012 levels. In order to meet the carbon neutral requirement, the city would have to 
purchase carbon offsets, capital investments in projects that would reduce emissions. Machado’s department is in the 
process of developing an offset purchase policy to be completed next year, but that policy will depend largely on provincial 
regulations regarding the cost per tonne of carbon offsets, and whether those offsets could be invested locally. 

Based on a $50 per tonne cost, if the city did nothing to reduce emissions by 2012, it could be liable for $170,000 worth 
of carbon offsets. However, that amount would be less than $80,000 if all the opportunities were acted on, and less than 
$60,000 if 20 per cent more opportunities were acted on than identified. 

However, as part of the strategy, the city will set-up a Carbon Neutral Fund of $100 per tonne for all municipal 
emissions.  

Machado said although the amount is higher than what the city would likely have to pay for offsets, it allows for 
investments in infrastructure before 2012 in order to further reduce the offset liability. 

“The more you invest in infrastructure, the less offsets you’ll have to buy in the first place,” he explained. He added 
that it was important to realize that many of the projects the city has or will embark on have cost-savings that will be 
realized in the future. 

“We spend $1.4 million a year consuming energy, and I think it’s prudent as managers of the infrastructure to find 
ways to reduce those costs. When you reduce those costs, you also reduce your emissions, which has added benefits.” 

Northeast News 
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Global Spectrum Facility Management, the management company that operates the EnCana Events Centre, named 
Ryan MacIvor, as the facility’s General Manager, it was announced by Global Spectrum Chief Operating Officer John Page. 

“Ryan’s experience will be invaluable as the City of Dawson Creek and Global Spectrum Facility Management begin 
this new venture,” said Dawson Creek Mayor Mike Bernier. “Ryan has been an integral part of our community over the past 
seven years, has been a tremendous asset to us opening the EnCana Events Centre over the past year. Ryan has been 
involved with the planning of the South Peace Community Multiplex since day one.” 

MacIvor, who was most recently the Assistant General Manager and Director of Marketing for the EnCana Events 
Centre and will oversee the day-to-day operations of the EnCana Events Centre, including the booking, scheduling, 
financial review, marketing, public relations and maintenance of the multi-facility complex.  

Tumbler Ridge News  

M C IVO R  NE W  GM 

Municipalities throughout the region and across the province will receive double their gas tax transfers this year to be 
used on infrastructure projects. The gas tax money is given annually to municipalities as a share of money spent on gas. 

Dawson Creek will receive $504,254 for 2009-10 up from $256,641 in 2008/09. 
Northeast News 

G A S  TA X  T R A N S F E R  P AY M E N T S  

MoneySense magazine’s annual survey ranked 154 
Canadian cities, based on analysis of two dozen different 
indicators, from weather and crime rates, to home prices, 
tax rates and cultural and recreational factors. 

The BC Capital moved up one spot, in 2009, to the top 
of the list, changing places with the number one city, in 
2008, Ottawa-Gatineau. 

Kingston and Burlington, Ontario, are ranked 3rd and 
4th, and Vancouver has jumped, from 10th to 5th place.  In 
Alberta, Edmonton moved from 29th to 18th and stayed 
ahead of rival Calgary, which went from 35th to 26th. 

Locally, Dawson Creek leaped over Fort St John, with 
a major jump, from 114th to 34th, while Fort St John fell 
from 24th to 38th. 

In BC, Dawson Creek ranked as the 5th best place to 
live and Fort St John ranked as 6th. 

MoneySense 

B E S T  P L AC E S  T O LI V E 
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More than 50 people, including workers, city staff and local politicians came together at city hall on April 28 to 
recognize the annual Day of Mourning, 25 years after it was started by the Canadian Labour Congress. 

A brief ceremony, including a moment of silence, was held next to the Worker’s Memorial on the lawn outside of city 
hall, followed by a barbeque at the fire hall. 

“We’re here today to remember workers who have lost their lives as a result of work-related accidents or occupational 
disease,” said Duncan Redfern, safety coordinator with the city’s corporate planning department, in an opening address. 

Redfearn read some alarming statistics on the number of workplace fatalities in the province and the country. He said 
that in 2007, there were 1,055 workplace deaths reported in Canada, or an average of three deaths every day. Another 
972,000 people were injured or became ill at their workplace that year. In British Columbia, 160 workers were killed in 
2008. 

“This day is important to remember all those who lost their lives in the workplace, but just as important, for those that 
are still working to work safe and ensure that you come to your families every night,” said Mayor Mike Bernier. 

Northeast News 

D AY  O F  M O U R N I N G 

The City of Dawson Creek has reached an agreement with School District 59 that will secure an interim space for the 
Kiwanis Performing Arts Centre. 

Mayor Mike Bernier announced during a regular council meeting on May 11 that the city will purchase the Grandview 
building from the school district for $1, allowing KPAC to stay in its current home while its future home, the proposed 
community arts centre in the old post office building, is completed. 

Finding an interim home for KPAC was identified as the first priority on city council’s strategic priorities chart for this 
year, as the lease with the school district was set to expire on June 1. Bernier said having the arts centre shut down was not 
an option city council would consider. 

“This is one of the biggest issues we at the city were facing, because we had told KPAC that we would do everything 
that we could to ensure that they did not have to shut down, and cease and desist, while the old post office was being 
renovated,” he said. 

The sale of the building is still on condition of approval from the Ministry of Education, which could take some time 
due to the provincial election.  

KPAC manager Terri Hanen said it’s a relief to know that the arts centre will be able to continue operations as usual for 
the next couple of years. 

“It gives us the opportunity to start planning for the next couple of years, because we already have people wanting to 
book for 2010, and even as far as 2011, so it’s hard for us to do anything like that if we don’t have any idea where we’re 
going to be for the next couple of years,” said Hanen. 

She said despite the uncertainty, it’s been business as usual at the arts centre.  
She added that she is excited for the possibility of a new home at the old post office building, and said the 

announcement last month of provincial and federal funding to renovate the building couldn’t have come at a better time, 
because KPAC could really use more space.  
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The City of Dawson Creek will pursue a pilot program aimed at improving energy efficiency in existing homes. 
City council gave its approval during a regular meeting on May 11 for staff to pursue a Local Improvement Charges 

(LIC) Strategy. The strategy will allow homeowners to make improvements to their homes and apply the cost to their 
property taxes, essentially financing the costs through the city rather than paying it all up front. 

“It’s a model similar to what we currently have for financing road and sidewalk improvements in neighbourhoods, 
except in this case it would be for energy efficiency,” explained Emanuel Machado, director of sustainable community 
development.  

Using an LIC Strategy for energy efficiency is a relatively new concept in North America, but there are cities in the 
Yukon Territory and California that have implemented similar programs. However, he said the authority for such a program 
in Dawson Creek would have to come from the provincial government, and the city is still far from having all the details of 
the program worked out. 

If the program is approved, it would not only help the city meet its emission reduction targets, but the province’s targets 
as well, and the Liberal government’s commitment to meet half of BC’s energy needs through conservation. 

Machado explained that the advantage to an LIC Strategy was twofold.  
First, the property taxes would stay with the home, so homeowners who sell their property wouldn’t have to worry 

about paying for improvements they no longer benefit from. Second, there are large capital costs associated with bigger 
improvements like installing solar panels, so homeowners would be able to enjoy the cost savings now while paying for the 
improvements over time. 

Machado said term limits for financing and interest rates are yet to be determined. He said, however, that the program 
would not require homeowners to make improvements, and it would be designed so the interest payments would pay for the 
administrative costs of the program. 

City councilor Cheryl Shuman, who’s been a strong advocate for environmental causes, said she’s very supportive of 
the idea. Shuman feels that the policy could make Dawson Creek a model for other communities looking to reduce energy 
consumption and cut emissions. 

She said that as the price of heating and powering homes with fossil fuels increases, more people will see the benefits 
of making their homes more efficient and using renewable energy sources. Councilor Marilyn Belak said the city should 
also consider expanding the program to include retrofits for water conservation. 

Northeast News 

LO C A L  IM P ROV E M E N T C H A RG E S  S T R AT E G Y 

Representatives from municipalities and regional districts in the north met for the annual convention of the North 
Central Municipal Association (NCMA) in Dawson Creek from at the EnCana Events Centre.  

The convention was a chance for delegates to have a look at tradeshow exhibitors, take in various presentations, share 
information amongst themselves, and craft resolutions to take forward to the Union of British Columbia Municipalities or 
the Federation of Canadian Municipalities. 

There were some significant changes that came out of this year’s convention, including a resolution to change the 
NCMA’s constitution to allow First Nations communities to be represented along with municipalities and regional districts, 
which means the association would now be called the North Central Local Government Association. 

Dawson Creek Mayor Mike Bernier said the convention was a chance to do some fundraising on behalf of the new 
performing arts centre in the city. He said that during the dinner on May 7, just under $4,200 was raised, including more 
than $2,000 from the Enbridge Northern Gateway Pipeline project. He added that the convention was also a good 
opportunity to showcase the region and the multiplex.  
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Dawson Creek’s Peace Energy Cooperative has proposed a project that will use clean, renewable energy to help power 
one of the City’s core functions. 

“We’re proposing the installation of a small scale wind and solar energy production facility on the city grounds near the 
fire hall, which will also fulfill a significant public safety need as the 911 back-up power system for the Dawson Creek Fire 
Hall,” Don Pettit, vice president of the company, told city councilors at City Hall on May 11. 

Pettit explained that three wind turbines next to the fire hall and a photovoltaic (PV) array (solar power) on the roof 
could provide as much as 10% of the building’s electricity on an ongoing basis. He said with those changes it could save the 
city about $3,000 a year. Also, if the power were to go out during an emergency or blackout, the system could run 
independently of the grid, possibly for months, and continue to power the fire hall, including the 911 fire dispatch call 
centre, which serves the entire South Peace region.  

He said the ‘Winds for Change’ Energy Sculpture will incorporate the three wind turbines in a design that’s both 
aesthetically pleasing and educational, as it will include a plaque with a description of the project and a list of sponsors. 

According to Pettit, the project will also serve as a “working demonstration and research centre for small scale wind,” 
as well as “another step towards energy independence for Dawson Creek, and a very visible symbol of Dawson Creek’s 
progress towards sustainability.” 

The three turbines will have varying heights, with the tallest being just over 19 metres. Each is designed as a test for 
different sizes of buildings, and will be monitored separately. The total maximum capacity for all three turbines and the 
solar array is 18 kilowatts. The estimated average over one year, however, is five kilowatts, which is enough to power a 
large, modern home. 

Pettit said his company would be responsible for raising money for the design, installation and commission of the 
project, which is an estimated $160,000, but he said they are not seeking any financial help from the city. 

In fact, his company plans to gift the project to the city once it’s completed, and the city will be responsible for the 
maintenance and operation of the system. Pettit said the units come with a five-year guarantee and have a 30-year life 
expectancy before any major repairs would need to be done.  

The wind generators were originally designed in Finland and are manufactured by a Toronto company. They have a 
vertical-axis design, as compared to the rotating horizontal blades normally seen on wind farms. The design was chosen 
because it is more functional in an urban setting, being quiet, unobtrusive, and bird and bat friendly. They can use wind 
from any direction, and can generate electricity from winds as low as 5.4 kilometers an hour (four miles per hour), and are 
self-regulating in the case of high winds. 

City councillors voiced their support for the project, as it helps the city to reach its goal of carbon neutrality by 2012. 
Pettit said, ideally, his company would like to have it completed by late fall of this year. 

Northeast News 

WI N D S  F O R C H A N G E SC U L P T U R E 

L E K S T RO M  R E M A I N S  MLA 
In winning a third straight term as MLA for Peace River South, BC Liberal candidate Blair Lekstrom also had one of 

the most lopsided election victories in the province. 
Lekstrom’s 4,514 votes were good for 63% of the popular vote in the riding, five percentage points more than he 

received in 2005. 
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The road to the 2010 Olympic Winter Games in Vancouver next year began in Dawson Creek for the 26 hockey players 
who aspire to represent their country on Canada’s National Women’s Team. 

The players are taking part in a conditioning camp from May 25 to June 17, which is the final team activity before 
centralization in Calgary in August.  Coach Melody Davidson said the camp will include on and off ice activities used to 
develop and evaluate the players individually and as a team. 

“This is about trying to prepare them in terms of our [coaching staff’s] expectations of their off-ice training,” said 
Davidson.  “We want to work some skill development on-ice.  We want them to get together and get to know each other as 
a group.” 

She said Dawson Creek was a great location for the camp because it forces the players to train and live together, 
without the distractions of a large urban centre, and the temptation to fly home during breaks.  She said it is the perfect 
town, symbolically, as well. 

“This is our Mile 0.  We’re starting at Mile 0, and we’re moving forward towards Vancouver.  We’re really excited to 
be here.” 

Residents in Dawson Creek have opened their homes to the players during their stay providing accommodations for 
groups of three or more players, which is part of the team building exercise.  Local dealerships also pitched-in and provided 
the players with vehicles to get around the city. 

Fifteen players at the camp have won Olympic gold with Team Canada before, so the final roster of 20 players will 
certainly include some players that have become synonymous with women’s hockey in Canada, such as Cherie Piper and 
Hayley Wickenheiser.   

Northeast News 

WO M E N’S  NAT I O N A L  H O C K E Y  T E A M  

G A M B L I N G  R E V E N U E S  
For the six-month period ending March 31, the City received $354,220 from Chances casino, under the British 

Columbia Lottery Corporation contribution agreement requiring 10% of net gaming revenues to be paid to Dawson Creek. 
Including interest, that brought the city’s total gambling-derived revenue to $731,751, and $567,771 is being spent on 

various programs during the 2009 budget year.  Transit tops the list with $225,148 going towards keeping bus wheels 
turning, while community grants and sponsorship ($131,623), operational money for Rotary Park ($66,000) and the public 
library grant ($58,000) also figure prominently. 

Step Up & Ride will receive $25,000 by year’s end, while the Dawson Creek Art Gallery and Kiwanis Performing Arts 
Centre will receive $20,000 each. 

The city receives an estimate of expected revenues before the budget is finalized in April, and all gaming money 
accounted for in this year’s budget will be spent this year.  The city will carry forward $163,980 of the money until next 
year. 

Since October 2004, when the casino began to operate, the city has received a total of $1,935,377 in gaming revenue. 
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Dawson Creek is well ahead in a contest 
between communities in British Columbia to reduce 
energy consumption. 

The community is one of 17 competing in the 
Energetic Olympics, created by One Sky: Canadian 
Institution of Sustainable Living, a non-profit 
organization based in Smithers, BC. 

The contest was started in January of 2008, and 
divides communities into two groups based on their 
size: heavyweights, with populations more than 
5,000 and lightweights, with less than 5,000.  
Municipal governments and individuals earn points 
for their communities in five “events” — goods and 
services, food, heating, transportation and electricity 
— by taking actions to reduce energy consumption, 
such as recycling, reusing and reducing waste, 
buying environmentally-friendly, locally-made 
products and reducing electricity and fuel use. 

As the contest is drawing to a close, Dawson Creek is the front-runner to win in the heavyweight group with 415 points 
overall, compared to Ladysmith, with 320 points, and Comox, with 265.  However, those numbers don’t take into account 
the individuals who have scored points for their communities, and the actions done by residents in the “contending” 
communities could decide the winner. 

Dawson Creek could also be the first municipality in BC, and one of the few in the country, to implement a Local 
Improvement Charges (LIC) strategy to help homeowners finance energy retrofits to their homes. 

The contest closes June 30, but a winner won’t be announced until early next year, before the start of the 2010 
Olympics.  An international panel of judges will tour the contender communities this fall and evaluate and rank each based 
on a set of criteria. 

Northeast News 

E N E RG Y SAV I N G  C O M P E T I T I O N 

O LY M P I C  TO RC H 
The Olympic torch stopped in Dawson Creek and residents could touch it or have their picture taken with it. 
This torch is one of 12,000 that the Olympic Torch Run will use.  The next time a torch comes through the city on 

January 31, it will be burning the Olympic Flame and be carried by select torch bearers. 
The torch is a long white staff that reminds one of the lines carved in the snow by a skier or the cut of a blade on ice 

and was unveiled in February in Whistler. 
Anyone 13 and older is eligible to enter the contest to carry the torch.  Torch bearers will be selected based on their 

pledge to make the communities stronger or the environment healthier.  One can also come up with his or her own personal 
pledge. 
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T R A F F I C  E N F O RC E M E N T 
RCMP aim to crack down on dangerous driving in the South Peace this year as traffic fatalities and accidents have 

spiked in recent years. 
“Dawson Creek and the South Peace area normally have three to four crashes per year,” Sgt Kurt Peats, the officer in 

charge of the South Peace Traffic Services and the Dawson Creek Integrated Road Safety Unit, told Dawson Creek Council. 
“Last year [Dawson Creek] had 10, Fort St John had 14 and Fort Nelson had another 10.  As a result, because you’ve 

increased by 200 plus percent, significant attention is being paid to this particular issue.” 
Peats’ territory includes more than 1,000 kilometers of highways, extending north on Highway 97 to the Kiskatinaw 

Bridge, south on Highway 52 to Tumbler Ridge, east on Highway 2 to the Alberta border, and west on Highway 97 to 
Powder King. 

After reviewing the fatalities, Peats said, his unit will focus on the three main factors causing the accidents — failing to 
wear a seatbelt, aggressive driving and alcohol consumption. 

Northeast News 

O F F I C I A L  C O M M U N I T Y  P L A N 
The City of Dawson Creek was looking for input from the public on the direction of land-use development and 

planning in the municipality. 
The Mayor, councilors and staff hosted an Official Community Plan (OCP) update at the Kiwanis Performing Arts 

Centre.  The law requires that the OCP be updated at least every five years. 
Residents had a chance to give their approval or disapproval to policy directions under five broad themes — housing, 

green space and the environment, infrastructure, the economy, and transportation.  Residents put green sticker dots next to 
the policies they agreed with, red ones next to the policies they disagreed with, and yellow ones next to policies they 
weren’t sure about or needed more information on. 

Many of the recommendations centred on how the city might revitalize the downtown core.  Much of the large-scale 
commercial and residential development has been focused along the two major corridors in the city — Alaska Avenue and 
8th Street.  City planner Emanuel Machado explained that as development expands outwards to the boundaries of the city, 
the necessary infrastructure like roads, water and sewer become more expensive, and the cost must be considered.  He 
added that downtown, most of the infrastructure is already built, so taking advantage of that is critical. 

Machado said there are opportunities to develop the downtown area, but there are also challenges, because most of the 
larger projects need a large amount of space and access to the highways. 

The city expects that if growth continues as it has, Dawson Creek will add 45 new homes each year over the next 20 
years.  Finding affordable options for those new residents will be challenging, as the average price of a home has risen to 
more than $200,000, and the average rent has gone up by $200 a month in the last two years.  Machado said that feedback 
from residents on the type of housing they want to see in their neighbourhoods will be crucial. 

One of the more popular proposals was connecting neighbourhoods in the city via the Green Ribbon, the network of 
walking trails and parks following Dawson Creek. 

Machado said the creek is also crucially important for storm water management, because it’s essentially where the 
city’s watershed drains into.  He said that by developing and maintaining wetlands, it will allow more water to stay in the 
area, reduces the chances of flooding and provides habitat for wildlife. 

Transportation is another issue the OCP addresses, which includes encouraging alternatives to motor vehicles.  
Machado said while public transit is a costly service, it is one the city is committed to maintaining.  He added that 
expanding bike trails and walking paths is another option, but ultimately, it will be up to residents to choose more efficient 
modes of transportation. 
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Education 

The Kiwanis Enterprise Centre in Dawson Creek is reaching out to youth in the city to help them develop their 
business skills. 

Youth Entrepreneurial Options is one of the programs the Centre started aimed at giving youth first-hand knowledge 
from the business community and volunteer organizations about some of the job opportunities in Dawson Creek. 

“What we’re offering to young people is entrepreneurial options and opportunities,” Anna Bridges of the Kiwanis 
Enterprise Centre said. 

The program started in November of last year and focuses on a different business or career every month. For example, 
owner Dan Wilson of Mountain View Safety Services invited a group on Jan. 19 to sit-in on a level-three first aid 
training course. The teens learned about the necessary training and equipment needed  to work in the first-aid field, as well 
as the start-up costs and the money that could be earned in that line of work. 

The Centre is also helping to facilitate the Dawson Creek Metis Youth program, in cooperation with the Nawican 
Friendship Centre and the regional outlet of the Metis Nation. The program involves Metis students from Central Middle 
School in activities designed to educate them about their culture and how to use the skills and traditions they’re taught to 
create their own business opportunities. “The goal was to educate the youth about the importance of culture and language 
from the elders,” Sadie Lukan, one of the program’s assistant coordinators, said. “We’re going to connect the elders to the 
youth.” 

Lukan said the Nawican part of the program focuses on the cultural aspects such as dancing, Cree language and sash-
making, while the Enterprise component focuses on computer training, researching Metis history and learning about 
business. 

Northeast News 

Y O U T H  E N T R E P R E N E U R S  

Residents in Dawson Creek and the surrounding areas will have an opportunity to learn new skills as part of the Spirit 
of Literacy on Feb. 7 and 8.  

People of all ages and backgrounds are invited to attend a number of free workshops at the Northern Lights College 
and Kiwanis Performing Arts Centre to learn valuable life skills from a number of guest speakers and professionals. 
The workshops are free of charge and are intended to be fun and informal with no tests or previous experience required. 

“Everybody can learn something,” Dawson Creek’s community literacy coordinator Sandrina Harwood said. 
“And everybody has something they can teach someone else,” regional coordinator Christabelle Kux-Kardos added.  
The literacy workshops do not just cover reading and writing skills but will also include creating PowerPoint 

presentations, workplace skills, financial skills, an introduction to the legal system and even a workshop by students from 
the South Peace Secondary School’s Leadership Class on communication technologies like cell phones and 
Facebook. The KPAC component Saturday evening and Sunday morning and afternoon will have some artistic workshops 
to introduce quilting, pottery, silk scarf painting and scrapbooking. 

The Spirit of Literacy is in its second year and this year has been designated as one of five signature events in the 
province for Spirit of BC Week.  
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The Kiwanis Enterprise Youth Entrepreneurial Options program held a Music and Media Event in December and 
organizers are looking to build on that success said Anna Bridges.  

The event featured several local success stories – people from this region who have persevered, and found success in 
Music and Media. 

“The message was ‘to not give up on your dream’,” explained Bridges. “Local connections and opportunities were 
presented as performers and speakers shared their experiences in the music and media industry. 

Keynote speaker, Russell Eggleston from Northern Groove Magazine spoke of his personal experience in the field 
of music and media and the importance of the right connections as well as how to be connected through the use of things 
like websites. 

“The student audience came alive as the first performer, Keith Maurer, SPSS principal played and sang a lively 
rendition of a Jerry Lee Lewis song, followed with a couple of numbers, one an original composition,” said Bridges.  Linda 
Studley, local recording artist, sung an a capella number and had the audience participate along with an impromptu trio 
leading in the fun.  Talented SPSS student performers, Meagan Colwell, singer/songwriter and Charlee Sigalet, violinist, 
each performed beautifully said Bridges. 

The final performers were ‘A Name Unheard’, a local Dawson Creek rock band and recording artists who toured the 
US and Canada last summer.  

Northeast News 

M U S I C  & M E D I A  

Education 

Parents, teachers, and students in Dawson Creek expressed their opinions about some tough challenges facing the 
South Peace School District during a community forum on Jan. 21 in the O’Brien building. 

Participants wrote comments or alternatives to several proposals the board was looking at to deal with declining 
enrolment and a surplus of space in district schools.  

Those proposals included amalgamating South Peace Secondary School with Central Middle School and keeping grade 
seven students in the city and surrounding rural areas in their respective elementary schools.  

Those two ideas seemed to generate a lot of debate. Those in favour cited that the spaces could be used more efficiently 
and that it would give students another year before transitioning to another school. Those opposed argued that programs and 
courses would be lost in the shuffle and that it would be difficult for the younger students to have much older students in 
their schools. 

Another idea involved the O’Brien building, where the Resource Centre and programs and courses such as Electric 
Education are located, but is no longer considered a school by the Ministry of Education. Superintendent Kathy Sawchuk 
and assistant superintendent Rob Dennis suggested that the programs housed there could be moved to other locations and 
the building sold, but there was some opposition. 

The challenge the district faces is making up for a drop in full time enrolment funding, and enrolment is projected to 
decline for several more years. 

Sawchuk said the board is not considering closing any schools, but is trying to find a way to use excess space in some 
buildings. Dennis said while enrolment funding has decreased for schools the fixed costs of maintaining schools remains the 
same.  
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G R A D UAT I O N  RAT E S  
South Peace Secondary is showing improvement in graduation rates for First Nations students and the Grade 12 

students as a whole, said School District 59 Superintendent Cathy Sawchuk. 
The six-year high school completion rate for 2007-08 is 67.3% for SD59.  The numbers are significantly higher for 

girls (71.9%) than boys (62.5%). 
Of 320 students taking their first attempt at graduating, 248 (76%) were able to do so,  with slightly more girls (78%) 

than boys (74%) accomplishing the feat. 
The six-year data doesn’t factor in students who move away from the school district partway through their education, 

making the numbers appear artificially low. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 
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Y E S -2 - IT  
Approximately 160 Grades 9-10 students from through School District 59 had the opportunity to sample Dual Credit 

programming available at Northern Lights College. 
The students visited NLC’s Dawson Creek and South Peace campuses for the annual YES-2-IT (Youth Exploring 

Skills to Industry Training) event. 
The event allows the students to learn about Dual Credit programs available in Dawson Creek or through distributed 

delivery. 
A unique aspect of YES-2-IT is its focus on hands-on involvement, as students are encouraged to try out aspects of 

their selected programs through activities that are developed and overseen by the program instructors specifically for this 
event. 

For example, students built birdhouses in Carpentry/Residential Construction, tried different types of welding, 
completed a drawing in Visual and Graphic Communication Arts, tried hair dying in Hairstylist/Cosmetology, took apart a 
computer in Northern Collaborative Information Technology, or sat in a helicopter cockpit in Aircraft Maintenance. 

Hands-on participation has increased in the past two years, thanks to contributions from EnCana and the Industry 
Training Authority (ITA). 

Last year, steel-toed, slip-on safety shoes were purchased by EnCana to allow students greater access to trades shops.  
This year, sponsorship from EnCana and the ITA allowed the purchase of hard hats, gloves and welding smocks. Thereby 
allowing even more hands-on involvement.  Each student also got an event T-shirt, thanks to sponsorship from Northern 
Opportunities. 

The safety equipment will be used at other YES-2-IT events this year in Fort Nelson and Fort St John, as well as in 
future years. 

Dual Credit programming allows secondary school students to enrol in certain college programs, and earn credits at 
both levels, while still in secondary school. 

Other Dual Credit programs that were featured included Automotive Service Technician, Heavy Duty/Commercial 
Transport Technician, Applied Business Technology, Social Services Worker Diploma, Esthetics and Nail Care 
Technology, Early Childhood Education, Plumbing, Millwright and Home Support/Resident Care Attendant. 
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S T R E E T  Y O U T H  
P RO J E C T  

The school district is embarking on a new program for 
drop-outs and street youth that will mark the largest 
collaboration the district has ever undertaken with other 
partners. 

The Ministry of Children & Family Development, the 
South Peace Community Resources Society, City of 
Dawson Creek, Nawican Friendship Centre, Peace River 
South MLA Blair Lekstrom and the Dawson Creek RCMP 
are all hoping to make a success of the as-yet unnamed 
project aimed at the roughly 60 young people that have 
become disconnected from the school system. 

The two-year model will use a “lifestyle coaching” 
model to target those in the 12-25 age bracket to help 
youth set goals and achieve success. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

Parkhill Elementary Grade 1 teacher Elaine 
Fitzpatrick has won a National Inclusive Education award 
from the Canadian Association for Community Living 
after being nominated by the parent of one of her former 
students. 

Over the years, Fitzpatrick has tried to fully include 
each of her students in school life. 

Fitzpatrick is one of three individuals and 
organizations being recognized in BC as part of national 
Inclusive Education Week, celebrated from Feb. 15-22, 
across Canada.  The award ceremony will be held in 
Victoria in June. 
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March 2009  

 Northern Lights College students and staff will have three additional videoconference rooms linking the College’s 
three largest campuses.  

The three new videoconference rooms – one on each of the Dawson Creek, Fort Nelson and Fort St. John campuses – 
have increased to eight the number of videoconference facilities the College uses for delivering classes throughout the 
region.  

“Northern Lights College has the largest college region in the province of British Columbia. Access to training is a 
challenge for many of our citizens living in smaller communities. Videoconference is another way to provide access to 
training that would otherwise not exist,” said John Birnie, vice president of learning for the College.  

Presenters can send video and audio, PowerPoint presentations, images from a document camera, computer screens, 
and DVD and VHS video over the systems. Course materials are available inside the College’s online course delivery 
system (D2L), which is accessible from anywhere in the world.  

“In addition to supporting programming, the additional facilities at three of the College’s campuses will enable the 
Board to have more meetings via videoconference,” said Wendy Normandeau, chair of the NLC Board of Governors. “This 
will reduce travel costs, as well as reduce our use of fossil fuels. This is one more move in the right direction in addressing 
concerns regarding the environment and the use of resources.”  

NLC’s videoconference facilities are maintained by the Education Technology (Ed Tech) department. Two members of 
that department, John Royer and Mark Hanen, were nominated for a provincial award in 2008 for their efforts in promoting 
the use of educational technologies, such as videoconference, at NLC.  

Teaching over videoconference systems has been an incredible success at the College. NLC started using 
videoconference technology in 2004, delivering one class between the Fort St. John and Dawson Creek campuses.  
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Students from four area secondary schools were tested on what they’ve learned throughout the school year during the 
regional Skills Canada Competition at Northern Lights College’s Dawson Creek and Fort St John campuses. 

Close to 40 regular program and dual-credit program students spend the day, either cooking, welding, cabinet making 
or doing automotive work without outside assistance. 

The top performers in the competition are given prizes, including gold, silver or bronze medals.  Gold medal winners 
are offered the chance to move on to Vancouver to compete in a provincial competition. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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Education 

A new StrongStart BC Outreach program will be 
operating in the Peace River South school district in order 
to reach as many preschool-age children as possible. 

In the Peace River South school district, the 
StrongStart BC Outreach program will be provided at 
Devereaux Elementary school in Arras, Parkland 
Elementary school in Farmington, and Tate Creek 
Elementary school in Tomslake. 

StrongStart BC Outreach programs provide the high 
quality early learning program in communities where a 
StrongStart BC early learning centre would not be a viable 
model, based on the following criteria: 

• remoteness from a school that has a centre, or is 
likely to have a centre. 

• small number of preschool-aged children in the 
community. 

• limited access to early learning programs in the 
area, specifically rural or remote communities. 

The StrongStart BC Outreach program provides play-
based early learning experiences led by a qualified early 
childhood educator. Children will have the opportunity to 
grow linguistically, emotionally and socially, and become 
comfortable in a school-like setting. 

The Peace River South school district will receive 
funding for the StrongStart BC Outreach program that will 
cover the costs of start-up and learning materials and for 
this year’s operating costs, including staff, professional 
development, supplies and healthy snacks. 

Government of BC News Release 

Work on renovating the health sciences building at 
Northern Lights College’s Dawson Creek campus will go 
ahead with $2.5 million from the provincial and federal 
governments, creating up to 16 jobs. 

This investment is part of the federal government’s 
two-year, $2-billion plan to repair and expand research and 
educational facilities at Canadian post-secondary 
institutions. The Knowledge Infrastructure Program is 
helping to provide economic stimulus and promote 
employment by creating jobs for engineers, architects, 
tradespeople and technicians. In B.C. the federal 
government is providing up to 50% of the cost of selected 
projects on a cost-share basis with the Province. 

The governments are investing $2.5 million to expand 
spaces for health sciences training, including the college’s 
practical nursing program. The project is expected to begin 
at the end of this month and create up to 16 jobs. The 
renovations will make more room for student nurses at a 
time when nurses are in demand throughout the province. 

This is one of 29 projects at post-secondary 
institutions across the province that will break ground 
quickly thanks to a joint federal-provincial investment of 
$433 million. This project is also part of an overall $14-
billion capital infrastructure program supported by the 
Province to create jobs and vital public infrastructure in 
every region of B.C. 

Government of BC News Release 
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The Province is investing $2 million in a new training program that will provide essential workplace skills necessary 
for British Columbians to succeed at their jobs, while creating new resources for skills training across British Columbia. 

SkillsPlus pilot projects will be offered across BC including Dawson Creek, and will provide a range of skills training 
to more than 500 British Columbians employed in small businesses in various occupational sectors. Through the program, 
additional training in essential skills such as computer use, reading and numeracy will be built into regular workplace-based 
training, enabling participants to benefit from a wider range of improved skills. 

Essential skills include reading text, document use, numeracy, writing, oral communication, working with others, 
continuous learning, thinking skills and computer use. Improving essential skills levels help employees deal with more 
complex tasks, expanding their abilities and improving productivity. 

Government of BC News Release 

E S S E N T I A L  WO R K P L AC E  SK I L L S  T R A I N I N G 

Education 

Students in the residential construction program at Northern Lights College in Dawson Creek have set a milestone in 
their program by completing construction of an entire house in one school year. 

Students have been constructing homes since the program began, but this was the first time a full project was finished. 
This year’s design simplified things by only making the house one-story, and minimizing the number of large, bay 

windows.  
However, the smaller design certainly didn’t take away from the challenge of building a 1,114 square foot bungalow 

from its foundation. The house has two bedrooms, two bathrooms, a complete kitchen, a full basement and a covered 
veranda. The common area has laminate floors and a fireplace, the kitchen and bathrooms have linoleum floors, and the 
bedrooms are carpeted. 

The foundation and main floor of the house are constructed with insulated concrete forms which saves energy and 
prevents moisture problems. 

The students actually went above and beyond the requirements of the program, by painting the interior of the home, 
finishing the carpeting and installing cupboards and cabinets in the kitchen. 

The property is donated by the city to construct these homes, but all the building materials are purchased by the college, 
and the cost is recovered by selling the home. 

 Northeast News 
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Students at South Peace Secondary School in Daw-
son Creek are responsible for destroying a car – but it 
was for a good cause. 

A car-smashing fundraiser was held in the parking 
lot of the school on May 1 to raise money for cancer 
research. Students lined up and paid $5 to get two hits at 
a 1989 Volkswagen Jetta with a sledgehammer. 

The event was the brainchild of Grade 12 student 
Janelle Soutar, who said the fundraiser was partly to get 
some extra credit in her civics class, but mostly to show 
support for a friend and classmate, whose mother passed 
away earlier this year after a battle with cancer. Soutar 
said she wanted it to be an event that all her fellow stu-
dents could enjoy. 

Soutar was able to get a car donated from Belsum 
Auto Recyclers, and Exceptional Towing offered to 
bring the car to the school and remove it after the event 
free of charge. 

The students, protected with coveralls, helmets, 
glasses, and gloves, had an extended lunch break to do 
their worst to the beat-up car. Forty-five minutes later, 
the windows, roof, side panels, mirrors and lights were 
all thoroughly destroyed, and over $300 was raised for a 
good cause. 

Northeast News 

C A R -SM A S H I N G  
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Education 

June 2009  

SD 59  B U D G E T 
School District 59 is shooting for a total budget of $46.4 million for the 2009-2010 budget. 
Ministry of Education grants will provide about $44.2 million of projected revenue, while other revenue, rentals and 

leases, and investment income should mean about $1.3 million for the school district.  The board will dip into $919,000 
from the previous fiscal year’s operating surplus to make ends meet. 

SD 59 employees salaries and benefits will consume close to $37.4 million of the budget, while services and supplies 
are expected to run up to $8.86 million. 

Capital expenditures will total $201,000 and includes a $25,000 lawn mower.  Despite the cost of that piece of equip-
ment, the front-mounted cutting blades will mean lawns get cut more than twice as fast. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

Students, parents, faculty and industry representatives 
gathered at the South Peace Campus of Northern Lights 
College in May to recognize the businesses and individuals 
who support the trades.  

The third annual Employer and Apprentice Recognition 
Evening, hosted by School District 59 and the college, began 
with a tour of the campus, located behind South Peace 
Secondary School, which houses the college’s Hairstylist/
Cosmetology, Esthetics and Nail Care Technology, 
Automotive Service Technician, and Heavy Duty/
Commercial Transport Technician programs. 

The evening also included some guest speakers, and a 
number of dual-credit and apprenticeship students were also 
presented with bursaries and scholarships. 

Jeff Lekstrom, dean of trades and apprenticeship with 
the college, said in an average year, about 750 people go 
through the apprenticeship and entry-level trades programs at 
the college. 

Lekstrom said the expansion of the oil and gas, mining, 
forestry and construction industries in the region has meant a 
much higher demand for local, skilled labour. He added that 
the dual-credit programs between the college and the 
regional school districts have given high school students an 
edge in obtaining the skills they need to pursue a multitude 
of career paths, or to further their education.  

He said that many of the students trained in the north 
will stay in the north, but obtaining a red seal allows them to 
pursue opportunities all over Canada and the world. 

Northeast News 
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Human Services 

Members of the Dawson Creek Community Services Network were presented with the city’s new Social Plan 
during a meeting on Jan. 20. 

The 120-page document is a comprehensive look at the social needs of the city and how to address them. It includes an 
Action Plan identifying major issues and making recommendations. It also contains an inventory of all the community 
services groups in the city and an outline of the roles and responsibilities the City of Dawson Creek and the other levels 
of government have in addressing social issues. 

“The purpose of (the Social Plan) is to enhance the quality of life of Dawson Creek residence both current and future,” 
Scott Graham of the Social Planning and Research Council of B.C. said.  

The Council is a charitable organization that has worked with cities like Surrey and Langley to develop their Social 
Plans. They were contracted by the City to help develop the Dawson Creek Social Plan in August of 2007 and presented it 
to city council in October of last year. Graham said one of the things the document helps to do is define the role of the City 
in social planning. That role includes providing public spaces for community services, facilitating partnerships between 
itself and community agencies, businesses and other levels of government as well as bringing local issues to the attention of 
the province and Ottawa. 

The City has only a limited mandate in providing social services, as aspects like affordable housing and healthcare are 
the jurisdiction of the province. However, Duncan Redfearn with the City’s corporate planning department said the Social 
Plan will be a useful tool to identify social issues and get the necessary funding from the province. 

“We can refer to this document and we can show that the issue has been identified,” Redfearn said. “That’s going to 
help us in proposal writing for securing grants and funding for different social programs.” 

The document will also help community agencies identify which levels of government to apply for funding from, and 
to ensure the cooperation of the City in social planning. 

Northeast News 

SO C I A L  PL A N 

As temperatures continue to drop, St. Mark’s Anglican Church in downtown Dawson Creek is opening its doors to 
the homeless and offering them a warm place to sleep at night.  

The Cold Weather Emergency Shelter, which opened on January 5, is the first of its kind in town. St. Mark’s offered 
the use of the part of its building used during the day as a soup kitchen and food bank.  

“It’s basically a community partnership with the Housing Response Network,” said Sheila Hanshaw, project and 
planning coordinator with the Dawson Creek Native Housing Society. 

Hanshaw said that a lack of funding was the reason a shelter wasn’t created in previous years, and one was started this 
year with the support from the province and from donations, including $25,000 from Lake View Credit Union. 

The shelter, which can sleep about 10 people, opens at 10 pm and closes at 8 am on days when the temperature dips 
below -10C. Hanshaw said that it is only short-term and for extreme weather, and will continue until March or mid-April, 
depending on the weather and if funding is still available. 

Two workers stay 11 hours over night to monitor the shelter. They offer patrons a mat and heavy wool blanket to sleep, 
as well as some toiletries like toothpaste and soap, and a washroom to clean up in.  

Northeast News 
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H O S P I TA L  FO U N DAT I O N  S U C C E S S F U L  I N  2008  
The Dawson Creek and District Hospital Foundation had the most successful year of fundraising in their 17-year 

history. 
“We were really fortunate,” foundation president Kristina Van De Walle said. “Everybody in this community gets 

onboard, so it’s exciting.”  
They celebrated that success with a dinner to honour donors on Jan. 9 at the Dawson Creek Curling Rink. 
This year, over $500,000 was raised from corporations, individuals and charities.  
This was the second year the foundation hosted a dinner for donors, and the third year of its Lights for Life campaign, 

which raises corporate donations through various events over the course of year. 
The money raised through events like the Have a Heart Radio-a-thon and the Change Can Change a Life campaign 

raised money for hospital upgrades and equipment such as hospital beds and blankets, a wound vac to clean wounds, a 
portable X-ray machine and much more.  

Of particular importance was the equipment for pre and post-natal care as there were a record number of babies born in 
Dawson Creek last year, according to Van De Walle. 

“We bought bassinettes and neo-natal syringes and fetal heart monitors,” she said. “All of those kinds of things that we 
needed … just to care for that many babies.” 

Despite the success of last year, the foundation already has a big wish list for this year, a total of $1.5 million in 
equipment and renovations. One of the priorities will be the ongoing expansions to the cancer unit. 

“We hope to be able to offer six chemotherapy units,” Van De Walle said, “so that six people simultaneously would be 
able to receive chemotherapy treatment.” 

Another will be an overhaul to the hospital’s operating rooms.  
“If we have the only two orthopaedic surgeons and they don’t have the equipment they need, that’s crazy,” Van De 

Walle said.  
Northeast News 
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DAW S O N  C R E E K  R E S I D E N T  O U T S TA N D I N G  
B R I T I S H  C O L U M B I A N  

The Community Achievement Awards, launched in 2003, were the first initiative of the BC Achievement Foundation, 
followed by BC Creative Achievement Award for Applied Art and Design, BC’s National Award for Canadian Non-
Fiction, BC Creative Achievement Award for Aboriginal Art.  Time to Read award for early literacy and the BC Aboriginal 
Business Awards. 

Muriel Stanley of Dawson Creek received the 2009 Community Achievement Award.  She advocates for people 
affected by dementia.  Twenty years ago, Muriel helped establish the first Alzheimer’s Support Group in Dawson Creek, an 
organization which has served as a model for other communities.  She is the support and education coordinator for the 
Alzheimer Society of BC and serves her region with unwavering passion and commitment. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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P A L L I AT I V E C A R E RO O M S 
The South Peace Hospice and Palliative Care Society will be raising funds to give dignity and comfort to those in their 

final days at the new addition to the Rotary Manor. 
The society will soon have the task of furnishing and decorating the new facility’s two palliative care rooms and a quiet 

room, said the co-ordinator of South Peace Hospice Palliative Care Society. 
“Northern Health is going to supply the basics like the bed and bedside table, but we would like to put some more cozy 

furniture in each room so it’s more like a bedroom at home instead of a hospital room,” said Linda LaFleur.  “It’s just more 
conducive to a peaceful tranquil environment.” 

LaFleur pointed out the simple things they add to a room, like pullout couches, coffee makers, and microwaves can 
make a lot of difference for both the patients as well as their visitors. 

These rooms also tend to be set away from the rest of a care facility and are not shared. 
“It’s more private and the rest of the ward is a little farther away so that there’s not the hustle and bustle of being put 

into a bed in the hospital with another person in the room as well,” LaFleur said. “When you’re palliative, it’s nice to have 
that private room to yourself.” 

In the past, the South Peace Hospice and Palliative Care Society raised funds for a cabinet warmer for the cancer care 
ward at the Dawson Creek and District Hospital, upkeep of a palliative care room at that location and beds for their bed loan 
program.  Funds are also raised to help train the society’s 18 volunteers. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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Doctors and nurses at the Dawson Creek and District Hospital will benefit from a new piece of equipment that will 
allow them to see much more clearly when performing surgeries. 

A new video tower arrived which includes a 26 inch high-definition monitor, a CD/DVD drive, a 500 gigabyte hard 
drive and a camera scope that records videos and takes pictures in high definition. 

“It’s really exciting,” said operating room head nurse Kelsey Breault. “This has a lot of amazing features, and just such 
good, clear pictures. It’ll be wonderful.” 

Breault was the main proponent at the hospital for getting the new equipment, and she approached the Hospital 
Foundation about purchasing two of the video towers to replace the outdated models they were using. 

The equipment is used for a number of different applications in the operating room. 
“This equipment we use for all of our arthroscopies (repairing joints), our laparoscopies (abdominal surgeries), and all 

of our scopes. Everybody from the gynecologist, the general surgeon and the two orthopedic surgeons use this equipment.” 
One of the improvements over older models is that the attached camera heads can be completely sterilized without 

damaging the camera, instead of having to deal with bagging or covering them, which can be cumbersome during surgeries. 
Breault added that the lightweight design of the tower and the ability to adjust the monitor to different angles will save 

the nurses and doctors from possible neck and back injuries. 
She said she would like to see the Hospital Foundation purchase some additional camera heads for the unit, and 

eventually, a second video tower. For now, she said they will combine the best pieces of the two old units into one unit. 
Northeast News 

V I D E O  TOW E R 

Participants in the Relay for Life out-walked the sluggish economy by raising more than $70,000 for cancer research — 
more money per person than was raised last year. 

Each of the 287 participants raised an average of nearly $250 each. 
The Relay is the biggest annual fundraising event for the cancer society.  All funds will stay within the BC and Yukon 

region.  The money will be used for cancer research, funding camps for youth affected by cancer, and in some cases, 
helping families cover the cost of treatment. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

R E L AY  F O R LI F E  

May 2009  

Human Services 



- 69 - 

Recreation & Leisure 

Global-Spectrum Facility Management along with sister food and beverage company Ovations Food 
Services, were excited to introduce the newest addition to the EnCana Events Centre when they rolled out a kitchen-
sampling for invited VIPs. 

34-year-old chef, Sonia O'Keefe is a 2001 graduate of the Ballymaloe Cookery School in County Cork, Ireland. 
O'Keefe took the cooking course with 49 other students from 11 different countries. Ballymaloe is a 100-acre farm that 
grows all of its own herbs and produce and O'Keefe says each morning students would go out, cut the herbs and pick any 
produce needed for the day so that everything was fresh.. 

"I'd like to be able to source the local community more during the summer months because I think it's really important 
to use what the local region is supplying," she said. 

The Newfoundland born chef relocated to Dawson Creek recently for her husband's career, bringing their six-year-old 
son and is pleased with her new environment. 

Tumbler Ridge News 
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F R E E S T Y L E M O T OC RO S S  
A sell-out crowd of about 3,600 people witnessed high-flying dirt bikers scrape the rafters of the EnCana Events Centre 

during the 2009 Freestyle MotoCross World Tour event.  The Valentine’s Day show featured nearly a dozen riders engaged 
in an ongoing points competition that runs through a 15-show tour, culminating in a finals held in Las Vegas.  The Dawson 
Creek show was the 12th show on the tour, and the riders said the dimensions of the event centre allowed them to go higher 
and farther than usual. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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E X T R E M E  IN T E R N AT I O N A L  IC E  RAC I N G 
Extreme Ice Racing is a sort of racing that is like no other.  Its popularity in Britain is evident by the dozen British rid-

ers who will be in the show.   
It all takes place on ice.  Most Canadians are used to seeing speed skaters whip around the short track — not bikes with 

skinny front tires and chubby back tires that can go from zero to 60 in under three second and have no brakes. 
It’s nothing Peace Country racing fans have ever seen before, said Anthony Barlow, three-time world and five-time 

national champ, adding that in the nine other stops on this 12-city North American circuit  the event has drawn no fewer 
than 3,500 spectators. 

“The fans have never seen it so it is ‘wow’ and then they see how fast they go and it is just unbelievable.” 
But what keeps fans on the edge of their seats are the thrilling spills.  Guaranteed there will be some crashes — be-

cause, after all, without brakes what’s a rider to do, joked Barlow.  And that’s fine as long as no one gets injured. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 
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The Canadians defended home soil against a fierce American attack during the first game of the Battle of the Border 
tournament at the Encana Events Centre on Feb. 9. 

The Calgary Oval X-treme was outshot 28 to 19 by the U.S. Selects, but thanks to some solid goaltending and a strong 
counterattack in the second period, they escaped with a 3-1 victory. 

The Selects tested X-treme goaltender Amanda Tapp early and often in the first period, having the man-advantage 
twice and keeping their opponents pinned in their zone with an aggressive forecheck.  

The X-treme had a couple of good scoring chances in the period as well, including a breakaway by Kaley Hall, but 
Selects goalie Chanda Gunn deftly pokechecked the puck away. 

There were no goals in the first but plenty of laughs, as one of the linesmen was sandwiched between two players 
battling for the puck, which got the enthusiastic crowd of almost 2,000 roaring. 

The crowd was also entertained in the first intermission by some pre-novice division hockey between local teams, the 
Blue Thunder and White Lightning. 

There was mutual respect between Tapp and the Select’s Player of the Game Julie Chu, who was disappointed with her 
team’s effort in the second period. “We came out flat for those first six to eight minutes of the second,” she said. “We got 
back on our heels and they capitalized with two goals.” 

The tournament not only showcased the best in women’s hockey, but also raised $43,841 to be split evenly between 
Dawson Creek Minor Hockey and the Dawson Creek Ark Youth Society. 

Northeast News 

BAT T L E  O F  T H E  BO R D E R 

Becky Chute (left), in grade six at 
Tremblay Elementary, won the U.S. 
Selects Queen for a Day and was the 
guest of Molly Engstrom and her 
teammates. 

They were all treated to lunch at 
the Encana Events Centre on Feb. 9 
before the two teams took to the ice for 
first game of the Battle of the Border 
tournament. 

Paige Wards (right), a grade six 
student at Canalta Elemenatry, won the 
chance to hang out with Colleen 
Sostorics (left) and Rebecca Russell of 
the Calgary Oval X-Treme as their 
Queen for a Day. 

W A L K I N G  TR AC K  
Perhaps it was the three-week long blast of cold weather around Christmas or maybe the area’s dedicated joggers and 

walkers have discovered what a treasure the track at the EnCana Events Centre is, but statistics show the track is being very 
well used. 

In fact, since it has opened, the number of walkers and runners has steadily increased. 
The 250-metre-long, 2.5 metre-wide track opened in October, and now every day well over 100 people are using the 

track high above the ice surface and bleachers. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 
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SA D D L E  BRO N C  R I D I N G 
The bulls are out and the saddle bronc horses are in, but organizers of the annual spring break-up rough stock show 

promise the event will be just as thrilling as shows over the past nine years. 
On the 10th anniversary of the popular show, organizers have decided to change the format of the April 17 event to 

feature the best saddle bronc riders in the Canadian Professional Rodeo  Association trying to ride some of the top bucking 
horses in the country. 

In year’s past, the local spring bullriding show has been well attended by rodeo fans from all over the Peace Country, 
but because the shows are now so common in small communities across Alberta, BC and Saskatchewan, that’s made it 
tough to book riders and stock for the mid-April Dawson Creek show. 

The local show in the EnCana Events Centre is open to the top 24 contestants from last year’s CPRA standings.  
Typically, that will include about half a dozen Americans, a couple of lads from Down Under and the rest will be 
Canadians. 

After all 24 have ridden in the first go-round, the top 10 will qualify for the second go and then the top four qualify for 
the third go. 

Because all the contestants are CPRA members, the money won in the Dawson Creek show counts towards qualifying 
for the Canadian Finals Rodeo in November. 

And Dawson Creek rough stock fans will also get a look at some different stock.  Kesler Rodeo, a southern Alberta 
outfit, supplies the champion bucking horses for the annual Fall Fair.  But at this event, the Calgary Stampede outfit will 
bring 24 horses, while Outlaw Rodeo Inc., a group of three stockowners, will supply the other horses. 

The show will also feature 15 of the top junior steer riders in Canada competing for the richest steer riding purse in 
Canada. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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NI T T Y  GR I T T Y  DI RT  BA N D 
The well-attended show by the Nitty Gritty Dirt Band provided more than a night of country, bluegrass and folk rock to 

people in the Peace — it also went down as one of the most successful nights at the City-owned EnCana Events Centre. 
Attendance was 3,300, making the show the second biggest in the event centre’s short history.  Only Randy Travis’ 

August 2008 show to open the venue was bigger. 
Each band member displayed multiple talents during the night, but none more electrifying than drummer Jeff Hanna’s 

harmonica solo at centre stage.  As the band stepped back on stage to join him, the solo gave way to the opening chords of 
“Fishing in the Dark”, one of the biggest crowdpleasers of the night.  Other hits included “Cadillac Ranch”, “Mr. 
Bojangles”, “Will the Circle Be Unbroken”, and “Speed of Life”. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

H A R L E M  GL O B E T RO T T E R S  
There are lots of imitations, but only one true Harlem Globetrotter basketball team, says a member of the world-famous 

club that has entertained more than 128 million fans in 120 countries and will be adding Dawson Creek to that long list of 
venues in April. 

“We are the original Harlem Globetrotters that started it all in 1926 in Chicago.  There are a lot of teams that have spun 
off from the Globetrotters.  There were players who have played with the Globetrotters and started their own teams, but we 
are the original,” said Wun Versher who joined the club 14 years ago after earning a degree in recreation management on a 
basketball scholarship at Arizona State University. 

The club will be at the EnCana Events Centre to entertain everyone, from the die-hard basketball fans to families out 
for a night of fun at the EnCana Events Centre.  It’s a couple hours of wild antics and craziness that’s suitable for all, said 
Versher, nicknamed “The Shot” for his deadly accurate jump shot. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

C A N A D I A N  NAT I O N A L  WO M E N’S  H O C K E Y 
Dawson Creek has pulled off a major coup in hockey circles with the announcement that the Canadian National 

Women’s Hockey Team will be holding its conditioning camp in the city from May 25 to June 17. 
The team will arrive in the city with 26 players, coaches and support staff for 24 days of drills, scrimmages, fitness 

training and team building.  The 26 are trying to crack the 21-player roster for the team that will represent Canada at the 
Vancouver 2010 Olympics and defend the gold medal the Canadian team won at the 2006 Olympics in Turin. 

The sparkling new EnCana Events Centre was one of the drawing cards.  The facility is the newest such facility in the 
Peace Country and visiting players have overwhelmingly been impressed with it.  Team Canada coach Melody Davidson 
who was watching the February 9 Battle of the Border match between Calgary’s Oval X-treme and the US Selects was also 
impressed. 

Sometimes being a relatively isolated community works to one’s advantage.  Four years ago, the team held its training 
camp at the University of Prince Edward Island in Charlottetown.  That allowed the team to escape from the prying eyes of 
the big-city media and into a smaller community where the players were able to concentrate on training.  It paid off with a 
gold medal in the 2006 Winter Olympics. 

Team officials opted to hold this pre-Olympic training camp in another small community, and a city the size of Dawson 
Creek, four to six hours away from a major centre, was ideal. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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IC E  C A R N I VA L  
The Mile Zero Figure Skating Club wrapped up its winter season with the annual ice carnival when close-to-capacity 

crowds watched about 80 skaters perform to well-known Disney tunes. 
This year’s carnival theme was “Once upon a time …” and featured the music from such well-known Disney classics as 

Aladin, Little Mermaid, Cinderella and Sleeping Beauty.  Skaters, ages three to 29, took part in the two hour show, but it 
was the youngsters in Canskate who were particularly thrilled to be on the ice in front of family and friends for the first 
time. 

The show included a guest appearance by Ryan Bradley.  The gregarious 25-year-old American skater is fittingly 
nicknamed “Mr. Personality on Ice” and he lived up to his moniker in both shows. 

The carnival wraps up the club’s busy winter season, but many of the older skaters have enrolled in spring school 
across town in the EnCana Events Centre. 

A few skaters are expected to attend a competition in Edmonton in late April, and beyond that some will be in Kelowna 
in July for a summer skating school. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

W A S H I N G T O N  GE N E R A L S  
The Washington Generals are the perennial whipping boys of the basketball world, but you won’t hear any of them 

complaining.  In fact, players have to try out for the Generals and sign a one-year contract to earn the honour of getting their 
butts whipped every game by the world famous Harlem Globetrotters and carry on what is surely the longest losing streak 
ever recorded. 

“The last time we won was in January of 1971.  So we are on a 38-plus year streak but it will happen.” said Generals 
forward Ben Augustine. 

The Generals latest humiliation was a 77-68 thumping at the EnCana Events Centre, and that nine-point difference 
came after the scoreclock was “adjusted” in the fourth quarter to give the Generals a few more points and make the game 
closer. 

But the score wasn’t a surprise.  The smaller Generals are supposed to lose to make the Globetrotters, the real stars of 
the show, shine that much brighter. 

They have some skill but not quite enough to outshine the Globetrotters and, at the same time, they allow themselves to 
be the brunt of many a joke. 

They’re the ones who get their pants pulled down just before a foul shot, aimlessly chase the Globetrotters around the 
court and take the place of pylons as the Globetrotters weave through them and show off their basketball wizardry. 

It’s the Globetrotters who are the fan favourites.  The Generals are mere props.   
The Globetrotters present tour started December 26 in Green Bay, Wisconsin and will wrap up April 26 in Victoria.  

After a brief break, it’s a trip to Asia in May.  The Globetrotters will entertain fans in Singapore and Malaysia along with 
other stops and the Generals will, no doubt, lose every game. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

A D U LT  SO C C E R 
Adult soccer has expanded to three divisions this year. 
The 10-week season kicks off May 8 with six teams in both the competitive and semi-competitive divisions and four on 

the recreation side. 
The league has steadily grown from one division a couple of years ago to two last season and now three. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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Global-Spectrum Facility Management is very excited to announce that we are in a 
sold out position for the Brooks and Dunn concert scheduled for  Tuesday October 20, 
2009 at the EnCana Events Centre in Dawson Creek. 

“What an awesome showing of support from both Dawson Creek and the surround-
ing region. The phone lines, computer servers, box office and ticket outlet were a buzz 
at 10 am local time. This just proves to the community and the promoters we are capa-
ble of bringing in the big acts and selling them out! Tickets went on sale Saturday May 
2, 2009 at 10 am local time and within 54 minutes, all seats were sold.  “We are now in 
negotiations with the promoter and the artist to see if we can open up more seats in or-
der to sell more tickets - but there are no guarantees.”  stated Ryan MacIvor, General 
Manager for Global-Spectrum Facility Management who operates the Encana Events 
Centre on behalf of the City of Dawson Creek.  

www.energeticcity.ca 

The Peace River Cutting Horse Association is ideally suited for both families and individuals who want to try a tradi-
tional ranch sport than combines their equine skills with their horse’s abilities. 

The sport looks simple enough.  Competitors have to separate a cow from the herd and in two and a half minutes show 
how well their horse can control that animal.  Success depends on commands given by a rider’s leg pressure and the horse’s 
natural ability to watch the cow and know when and where it’s going to move. 

But it’s much tougher than it sounds.  It’s a true partnership between horse and rider that began on ranches over a hun-
dred years ago. 

At the elite level, competitors ride horses worth hundreds of thousands of dollars and compete for huge prizes, but most 
competitions in Texas pay between $500 and $800.  Locally the winnings are much smaller.  That’s because around here the 
sport is done more for recreation and as an opportunity for families who love horses to enjoy an activity together. 

The Peace River Cutting Horse Association’s 12-competition circuit will include about one contest a month in Dawson 
Creek. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

B RO O K S  & D U N N 

C U T T I N G  HO R S E S  

Early in the rodeo season there will be plenty to cheer about as two rodeo circuits stop in Dawson Creek on the long 
weekend in May. 

Dawson Creek’s young cowboys and cowgirls will host their provincial high school rodeo this weekend at the city’s 
fairgrounds, while the BC Wrangler Finals are slated to take place at the city’s Lakota Centre. 

The high school rodeo, for those in Grades 9-12, allows competitors to take part in many of the same events as one 
finds and the pro level.  However, there are also several additional events such as goat tying, pole bending and breakaway 
roping. 

The Wrangler BC Finals features aspiring competitors in Grades 6, 7 and 8. 
The Wrangler girls compete in such events as barrel racing, breakaway roping, goat-tying and pole bending.  The boys 

participate in calf roping, chute dogging, goat-tying and breakaway roping, junior steer riding and team roping. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 

R O D E O  W E E K E N D 

May 2009  
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The Dawson Creek Community Garden Society is trying to raise awareness about the benefits of community gardens. 
The non-profit society was recently incorporated, but has existed since 2000 as the Paul Dampier Community Gardens, 

located at the Northern Lights College campus. The site includes more than 30 individual plots, each 20 feet by 30 feet, and 
gardeners can rent them out a maximum of two at $20 each for the season. There are also a couple of larger, common plots 
where they grow things like raspberries and rhubarb. However, the organization would like to see an expansion of garden 
sites in the city and are willing to help out with their expertise.   

Shauna Hill, president of the Dawson Creek Garden Society said one of the reasons her organization has been proactive 
in promoting community gardens is the issue of food security. The issue has come to the forefront of the public’s attention 
in recent years as part of the larger picture of sustainability, and there has been increased emphasis in British Columbia on 
“buying organic” and “The 100-Mile Diet.” As traditional agricultural land becomes increasingly scarce and the number of 
younger farmers declines, food production is becoming a hot-button issue.  

Northeast News 

C O M M U N I T Y  GA R D E N 

The number of kids who will be on the diamonds this 
season swinging the bats and catching pop flies with 
Dawson Creek Minor Ball has fallen from last season, but 
there will be 13 teams in five divisions playing on local 
diamonds over the two-month season. 

This year there are 112 players in the T-ball, rookie, 
mosquito, peewee and bantam/midget division. 

All the players spent the first week or two being 
evaluated and now they have been divided into teams 
based on their skill level.  Organizers wanted to make sure 
the teams are as even as possible. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

M I N O R  BA S E BA L L  
The last of the Dawson Creek Volleyball Club’s teams 

still in action this spring season will be in Calgary for the 
Western Canadian championship. 

The DCVC’s Under-16 team will be making its sixth 
road trip of the season and playing in its final tournament 
where it will look to solidify the many gains it has made 
this season. 

About 3,000 players are expected to be in the 
championships.  The tournament will feature some familiar 
opponents and some who are completely unknown.  The 
Dawson Creek team’s opponents will come from Western 
Canada and some may even be local clubs from the Peace 
Country. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

V O L L E Y BA L L  

May 2009  
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June 2009  

C H A R L E Y  PR I D E 
Call him a country legend.  Call him a good person.  But call him a source of inspiration and Charley Pride is likely to 

give you an argument. 
“People are always asking me about my influence on others and breaking down barriers, but all I really wanted to do is 

make music and that’s what I did,” said Pride recently. 
Pride is considered one of the most successful country musicians in history.  He’s had 35 No. 1 hits on the Billboard 

Hot Country Songs chart, performed for presidents, prime ministers, kings and queens, and at 71-years of age, has no plan 
to discontinue his career any time soon. 

Pride will take the stage at the EnCana Events Centre in June. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 
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B E A R  M O U N TA I N  NO R D I C  SK I  A S S O C I AT I O N 
Next ski season will feature wider trails with fewer potential danger trees at the Bear Mountain Nordic ski area, after 

the club completes more than $173,000 worth of improvements this summer. 
The work is set to begin soon at the 500-hectare site, and will be carried out by six workers over the summer and well 

into the fall.  By the time the trail maintenance is done, cross-country skiers can expect to see the 25 kilometers of trail 
widened in spots, blown-down trees and brush removed, and dangerous trees selectively fallen within 40 metres of each side 
of the trail. 

Trees killed by the pine beetle figure prominently into the work being done, as the Ministry of Forests and Range 
(MOFR) seeks to reduce forest fire hazards by getting rid of the standing dead trees.  A few buildings in the area (three 
shelters and one cabin) will get fresh coats of paint and be placed on concrete rather than wooden bases, in order to reduce 
the fire risk. 

The ski area’s 44 culverts will be cleaned out, new trees will be planted and grass will be seeded in some areas.  About 
eight new picnic tables will be assembled. 

The grants were applied for under the provincial Community Development Trust’s Job Opportunities program aimed at 
unemployed forest workers, and comes on the heels of other work completed at the ski area by the MOFR last spring. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

F A L L  F A I R  & RO D E O 
Locals and visitors at this year’s Dawson Creek Fall Fair and Rodeo will see many of the familiar attractions that keep 

bringing them back to the annual fair every year, along with a sprinkling of new events. 
One of the big changes this year will see the Canadian Wild Horse Racing Association compete just before the 

chuckwagon races in the evening performance.  The wild horses involve both adult and kid races and feature teams that try 
and saddle a horse and ride it to the finish line. 

The Crazy Girls Trick Riders will also entertain fans before the chucks, and a couple of young local girls will train with 
the Crazy Girls and learn how to trick ride. 

The 16 wagons of the Western Chuckwagon Association are back.  The Dawson Creek event will be the organization’s 
championship final.  All the competitors are locals and race in the Peace River are and are looking to move up to the 
professional level.  They will race for $5,000 and a GMC truck in Sunday’s Dash-for-Cash. 

The 36 rigs from the World Professional Chuckwagon Association are back.  They will compete for Sunday’s $10,000 
Cascade Services Partnership Dash-for-Cash.  The Herman Flad Memorial $3000 Dash-for-Cash sponsored by Arrow 
Insurance also takes place Sunday.  Organizers expect the competition to be hotly contested, as the Dawson Creek show is 
the second-last show before the WPCA finals in Edmonton. 

Some of the other attractions at this year’s fall fair include: 
• Clint Black concert on Tuesday. 
• The western art show in the mezzanine of the EnCana Event Centre facility. 
• The agriculture trade fair takes place in the EnCana Events Centre arena. 
• This year’s Fall Fair poster will feature late Mayor Calvin Kruk driving Chad Harden’s chuckwagon.  Proceeds 

raised will go towards the Calvin Kruk Trust Fund. 
• The Cattle Division will be hosting the BC Angus Gold Show for the second year. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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T H E  N Y L O N S  

A RT S  C O U N C I L  FU N D I N G 
The Province has awarded more than 260 grants totalling 

more than $6 million to artists and cultural organizations in 
British Columbia through the most recent round of BC Arts 
Council funding. 

Grants were awarded to artists and organizations from a 
range of artistic disciplines, including visual and media arts, 
music and creative writing.  Organizations receiving funding 
include museums, community arts councils, and festival 
societies as well as arts education and training organizations, 
such as the Arts Starts in Schools Society, which brings 
performances, workshops and residencies to schools in every 
region of the province. 

The Peace-Liard Regional Arts Council received $20,500 
and the South Peace Community Arts Council received 
$10,770 for operating assistance.  The Chetwynd Community 
Arts Council received $7,177 for operating assistance and 
Writing on the Ridge of Rolla received $3,000 for project 
assistance. 

Government of BC News Release 

They’ve been around for 30 years, but Canadian a cappella vocal group The Nylons had never played in Dawson Creek 
until February. 

For most of the all-ages crowd at the Unchagah Hall, the wait was worth it, as the group proved to be a polished feel-
good act.  They easily won over the crowd with their lush vocal harmonies and surprisingly witty stage banter between 
songs. 

Dawson Creek was the second stop of 2009 after previously playing in North Vancouver.  The group is doing six shows 
in BC and Alberta before moving on to Wisconsin in March and the Netherlands in April. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

February  2009  

BA L L E T  KE L OW N A 
Ballet Kelowna’s fifth visit to Dawson Creek showcased their 2009 spring tour entitled “The Promise of Angels”, 

which featured various pieces in classical, contemporary and dramatic styles. 
Founding artistic director David LaHay was on hand to MC the performance and gave an insight into just how much 

work is required of a professional ballet dancer. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 
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Dawson Creek residents paid tribute to their former mayor, the late Calvin Kruk, at a coffeehouse in his honour at the 
Kiwanis Performing Arts Centre on Feb. 6. 

A full house heard the Potluck in the Basement Singers serenade them with some beautiful renditions of some classic 
ballads like “Sweet Caroline” and “Side by Side.” They even changed the lyrics to Alabama’s Down Home to give it a local 
flavour. The evening also included a performance by the Groovy Granny Line Dancers during an intermission.  

“We wanted to do songs that were special to us and reminded us of Calvin,” said Potluck singer and director Judi 
McGowan. 

In between songs, a few of the singers also shared some of their personal memories and favourite quotes about Kruk. 
He was remembered as a champion for the arts, for seniors, and for the city as he was well known throughout the province. 

“It worked really well,” McGowan said. “The songs we sung kind of led into the stories and vice versa.” 
McGowan said she got to know Kruk back when he was the manager of KPAC. She said she was always impressed by 

the passion Kruk had for his community. Her family had a special connection to the former mayor; her granddaughter 
Morgan McGowan, was a member of the Kids Choir and knew Kruk well through KPAC, as did Judi’s brother, singer/
songwriter Roy Forbes.McGowan read her granddaughter’s tribute to Kruk to the audience, and from North Vancouver 
Forbes sent a recording of his thoughts.  

Admission for the evening was made in the form of donations to a trust fund for the Calvin Kruk Performing Arts & 
Community Centre. 

McGowan said $2720 was raised that evening, while an additional $1,100 was raised the following night during a 
performance by the South Peace Potpourri. Plans have not yet been finalized, but it has been proposed that the old post 
office building downtown will be renovated and will house the new centre. 

“The residents of Dawson Creek supported us wholeheartedly,” McGowan said. “They dug deep into their pockets for 
this cause, and we’re really grateful for that.”  

City councilor Bud Powell, who served with Kruk on council before he passed away, said the evening was a touching 
tribute to his former colleague. 

“I thought it was absolutely fantastic,” Powell said. “The dedication to Calvin was very touching, and a lot of people 
had tears in their eyes. Everywhere you turn, you keep seeing something that he’s done that has brought good things for 
Dawson Creek.” 

Northeast News 

C O F F E E  HO U S E  T R I BU T E  RA I S E S  FU N D S  

DI O N Y S U S  T H E AT R E   
The Dionysus Theatre Company is presenting “The Mar-

riage Counsellor” at Sudeten Hall. 
Michael Kloc plays a vacuum salesman unwittingly 

caught in the crossfire of a married couple seeking profes-
sional help in the two act comedy.  The audience can expect 
facial expressions ranging from flared nostrils to furrowed 
brows, but little in the way of dialogue from Kloc, who is 
hearing-impaired. 

Director Darcy Frost and Kloc first crossed paths when 
both took part in Northern Lights Players’ production of Bram 
Stoker’s “Dracula” at Northern Lights College last May. 

Kloc is heading to the University of Vancouver Island  
next fall to pursue a theatre program there. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

M E T I S  SA S H  WE AV I N G  
Members of the Dawson Creek community 

showed it doesn’t need to be a specific day in order to 
celebrate a culture.  A crowd descended on the Nawi-
can Friendship Centre for a “Metis Sash Weaving 
Event”.  The day included music, dancing, crafts and 
presentations by members of the Metis community and 
visiting dignitaries.  The highlight of the event was a 
sash-weaving project.  Members of the community 
were invited to weave a single row of the sash.  When 
finished, the sash will be transformed into a picture 
frame, used to frame the names of all who had a hand 
in its creation. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

March 2009  

Culture 



- 79 - 

Culture 
P E T T I T  BO O K  SH O RT L I S T E D  

The Don Pettit book, The Peace: A History in Photographs was released to great acclaim in the region last year, but 
now the work of the local photographer-turned-historian is receiving attention on a much broader level. 

The work was just short-listed for a BC Book Prize in the Roderick Haig-Brown Regional Prize: for the book which 
contributes most to the enjoyment and understanding of British Columbia. 

For those who didn’t hear about The Peace: A History in Photographs when first released, it’s an indepth look at the 
people who settled in the area. 

“This is a visual study of the people’s story,” Pettit said. 
The project took the photographer away from the lens and put him in front of photos already taken.  It was a daunting 

task, said Pettit, simply because there was an incredible amount of local information to sift through. 
“I was blown away.  I found hundreds of thousands of beautiful negatives.  I was like ‘where did all these pictures 

come from?” he said, explaining that at the same time the Peace was being settled, the first mass produced cameras were 
experiencing a popularity explosion.  “The Brownie had just hit the market and everybody who came here came with 
cameras.  It was the latest craze.” 

Not only is the Peace Region the last settled homestead area in North America, but the settling process was also the 
best recorded, said Pettit.  With extensive editing, those hundreds of thousands of photos were cut down over the course of a 
year to the 300 that are represented in the book. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

Singer Sienna Dahlen returned home to Dawson Creek for a performance at the Kiwanis Performing Arts Centre on 
April 1. 

Dahlen and her band, the Sienna Dahlen Canadian Quartet, took the stage at 7 p.m. and treated the audience to a near 
two-hour set of jazzy goodness.  

Dahlen grew up in Dawson Creek and has performed in the city many times before as a solo artist, but this show was 
the first to feature her Toronto-based band.  

She paused between songs to explain the inspiration behind her lyrics, and also reminisced about some of her favourite 
memories of her hometown. 

Dahlen and the band were in the midst of Western Canadian tour, which included dates in Nanaimo, Whitehorse and 
Winnipeg.  

Northeast News 
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The audience at the Kiwanis Performing Arts Centre in Dawson Creek took a journey back in time at the “Blast from 
the Past” event in April.  

The event was a fundraiser for KPAC, and featured some of the city’s local talent paying homage to the artists of the 
past.  

Greg Wandling was the emcee for the evening, but for the duration of the show he was known as “Will Kissandtell,” 
the wisecracking host of the variety show Blast from the Past. He challenged the audience to try and guess which legendary 
musician was going to step out of the ‘time capsule’ next, and contestants who guessed correctly won some ‘amazing’ 
prizes, like a notebook, a cup, or some stickers. 

The first performers for the evening were Greg Amos, Andrew Bergland and Megan Gorecki of the Dawson Creek 
Daily News, acting out a mock editorial meeting as if they were jaded reporters for a mid-nineteenth century tabloid.  

Their skit poked fun at their profession, their competition and some local politicians, but they also made fun of 
themselves by prompting the audience before the show to boo every time one of them mentioned the name of their 
publication. 

With the exception of a few of the performances, like ventriloquist “Sequins” and the “Gems of the Nile” belly-
dancers, the rest of the evening featured premier performances from some of the most famous names in music. There was 
“Jim Reeves,” “Tammy Wynette,” “Elton John,” “Pat Benatar,” and “Fats Domino,” just to name a few.  

City councilor Theresa Gladue was responsible for organizing the event, and also performed with her friend Florence 
Johnston as the singing duo, “The Cree-mets,” a play on the ladies’ Cree heritage. Gladue started her own production 
company called Oma Productions, which raises money for non-profit organizations, and she was approached to do an event 
for KPAC, and has hosted one annually for the last three years. 

The evening raised $1,300 for KPAC, and $80 was also raised through a 50/50 draw for the Dawson Creek Literacy 
Society.  

Northeast News 

B L A S T  F RO M  T H E  PA S T  

Photo by Don Pettit, Peace PhotoGraphics 




