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The Dawson Creek Community Profile & 

Investment Guide and In the News are filled with 
information and statistical data.  Although every 
effort was made in good faith to ensure the accuracy 
of information contained herein, Dawson Creek 
Catholic Social Services accepts no warranty nor 
accepts liability from any incorrect, incomplete or 
misleading information or its improper use.  For more 
information, please contact The City of Dawson Creek 
at 250-784-3600. 

 
Dawson Creek Catholic Social Services 

January 2008 

www.dawsoncreek.ca 
For more information about the City of Dawson 
Creek, its inhabitants, lifestyle and businesses, 

please contact: 
Mayor Mike Bernier 

City of Dawson Creek 
P.O. Box 150, 

Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G4 
Phone:  250-784-3616 

Fax:  250-782-3203 
Email:  admin@dawsoncreek.ca 
http://www.dawsoncreek.ca/  
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Employment 
September  2009  

In August 2009, the unemployment rate in BC is 8.0% and 7.1% in Alberta. 

Northeastern BC Unemployment Rates   
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

2003 8.9 8.2 7.1 7.2 6.7 7.2 7.2 7.7 7.9 6.8 6.0 4.3 
2004 4.4 4.2 4.6 5.0 6.3 8.3 9.0 8.0 6.3 4.7 —* —* 
2005 4.9 4.5 5.0 4.1 5.4 5.2 4.9 4.2 4.4 4.4 —* —* 
2006 —* —* —* —* —* 4.4 —* —* 4.2 5.2 4.9 —* 
2007 —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* 

* The unemployment rate for Northeastern BC has been suppressed due to high sample variance. 

2008 —* —* —* 4.3 5.0 5.9 6.2 6.3 5.8 5.0 4.5 3.6 
2009 4.6 4.6 6.5 6.5 8.4 7.7 7.9 8.3     

T R A I L  IM P ROV E M E N T S  
The South Peace is trying to keep displaced forestry workers employed in a related field, through a $900,000 trail 

maintenance grant. 
Peace River South MLA Blair Lekstrom announced that the money will help maintain trails and improve recreation 

sites. 
He also says 28 jobs will be created, which could be filled by forestry workers who lost their job due to the economic 

downturn. 
Improvements include clearing blown down trees, felling hazard trees, planting trees, repairing trail marking and 

constructing foot bridges. 
Paradise Valley Snowmobile Club, Moose ATV Club, and Bear Mountain Nordic Ski Association are working with 

Dunne-za Ventures LP to carry out trail maintenance work.  Improvements include clearing blown down trees, felling 
hazard trees, planting trees, repairing trail marking and constructing foot bridges. 

Work is underway in seven provincial parks and 81 campsites, including upgrading of 59 kilometres of trails. Cleanout 
at the upstream end of 44 culverts will be carried out, with badly damaged ones replaced. Signs, toilet facilities and picnic 
tables will be repaired or replaced. 

The grant is funded by the Job Opportunities Program. 
www.energeticcity.ca 

Photo by Peace PhotoGraphics 

http://www.energeticcity.ca
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Some local individuals have come forward with a project that is designed to provide career opportunities for the 
unemployed while protecting the environment. 

Shauna Hill, general manager of Hill Computing Inc. presented the "GET Dawson Creek GREEN" project to city 
councilors. The project is a partnership between Hill's company, Human Resources and Skills Development Canada 
(HRSDC), the BC Ministry of Housing and Social Development, the Northern Environmental Action Team (NEAT), the 
City of Dawson Creek and EnCana Corp. 

"The purpose of this job-creation partnership is to provide 16 unemployed people with some new skills and work expe-
rience, and we have chosen to do it in this new local industry around sustainable and alternative energy," said Hill. 

Those 16 individuals will be trained as eco-educators, researchers, program grant-writers, sales and marketing agents, 
and energy auditors, all centered around providing a free evaluation to 200 homes and 20 businesses over the next nine and 
half months, which will identify ways for those places to become more environmentally friendly. 

Participants will be responsible for organizing three public information sessions that will include workshops on things 
like calculating the impact of installing solar panels on a home, for example. Two individuals will staff the Eco-Office, an 
existing space on the main floor of City Hall that is used by NEAT, from Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. to noon. Participants 
will also create websites, and how-to videos that will be shared on You Tube. 

Hill is the chair of the Dawson Creek Community Garden Society, and she said their plans to expand and create a 
compost demonstration centre this fall will be incorporated into the project as part of event planning. 

The project has received the endorsement of the City of Dawson Creek's Sustainable Community Development 
department. Director Emanuel Machado said it's important for the City of Dawson Creek to partner with other groups to 
realize some of their energy-efficiency and environmental goals in the broader community. 

Northeast News 

Employment 
September  2009  

G E T  DAW S O N  C R E E K  G R E E N  PRO J E C T  

The North East Native Advancing Society (NENAS) will be hosting career fairs in three northeast communities to 
expose Aboriginal youth to the career opportunities available in each community. 

The fourth annual "Endless Possibilities" Aboriginal Youth Career Fair will take place in Fort Nelson at the Fort 
Nelson Senior Secondary School on Oct. 13, in Fort St. John at the North Peace Cultural Centre on Oct. 14 and in Dawson 
Creek at the Kiwanis Enterprise Centre on Oct. 15, all from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

"This year has actually been particularly good, there seems to be quite a positive response," said Dacia Douhaibi, youth 
and family program coordinator with the Rising Spirit Aboriginal Youth Centre in Fort St. John. "This is a really good 
opportunity for youth, and we're really trying to showcase all the different kinds of opportunities that are available." 

She said while those include trades related to the oil and gas industry, they are not limited to just those, and there are 
other opportunities in health and wellness, hospitality and the culinary arts, retail, finance and municipal government. She 
added some of the organizations that have registered booths already this year include the City of Fort St. John, Canfor, 
ConocoPhillips, the RCMP and the Canadian Armed Forces, and there are more coming in every day. 

Douhaibi said the Peace River South, Peace River North and Fort Nelson school districts coordinate bringing the youth 
to the events, and about 900 students from Grades seven to 12 are expected to attend. She said young people often don't 
know what opportunities are out there, especially those in remote First Nations communities in the Northeast. 

The career fair will also include workshops that will feature guest speakers who will share their life experiences with 
the students. 

"Those are people who have succeeded in their chosen field and have overcome their own personal challenges and 
barriers in order to do that," said Douhaibi, adding that it's important to show the students how others have succeeded before 
them. 

Northeast News 

A B O R I G I N A L  Y O U T H  C A R E E R F A I R  
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Construction 
Ministry of Forests & Range - Bridge Inspections, 
Peace Forest District 

Proposed inspection of the following bridge structure 
types: 72 steel & two wood bridges. 

$1,000,000 estimated construction cost 
PRE-BID 

Journal of Commerce 

B R I D G E UP G R A D E S  

September  2009  

B U I L D I N G  P E R M I T S  
For the month of August 2009, there were five 

building permits issued.  Total value of construction was 
$1,473,000.  The permits were issued for one single family 
dwelling, one mobile home, one garage/renovation, and 
one industrial.  Year-to-date figures show there were 67 
building permits issued.  Total value of construction is 
$23,923,162.  The permits were issued for 15 single family 
dwelling, four duplexes, three multi-family, 26 garage/
renovation, 12 commercial, two institutional and four 
industrial 

City of Dawson Creek 

Northern Lights College - Science Bldg New 
Nursing Program,  Dawson Creek,  

Structural steel frame, fuel fired heating system, 
Tenders from Trade contractors for the renovation to 
Dawson Creek Campus, Science Bldg for the New 
Nursing Program Northern Lights College.  

$1,000,000 estimated construction cost. 
OUT TO TENDER 

Journal of Commerce 

SC I E N C E  BU I L D I N G  
A LT E R AT I O N S  

Northern Lights College Phase I Energy House, 
Dawson Creek 

Wood structural frame, The project is to be 
constructed to LEED Platinum standards and consists of: 
Relocation of some existing site services, including gas 
and sanitary lines, and demolition of some existing paved 
areas; Construction of new 614 m2 of educational/
demonstration space; Construction/erection of a new wind 
turbine and wind turbine training tower; Tie in of new 
mechanical and electrical systems to existing buildings; 
Renovation of existing spaces to accommodate new 
building; Construction of site servicing and development 
including installation of a geoexchange field. 614 m²; 2 
storeys; 2 structures. 

$6,000,000 estimated construction cost. 
OUT TO TENDER 

Journal of Commerce 

NLC EN E RG Y HO U S E 

Calvin Kruk Centre for the Arts, Dawson Creek 
Proposed major renovations to the former heritage 

government post office bldg of approx 42,000 sq ft, into a 
new community arts & cultural centre that will contain 
multi-purpose theatre space, meeting rooms, a dance hall 
& studio with administrative offices. 

$8,300,000 estimated construction cost. 
PRE-BID 

Journal of Commerce 

C O M M U N I T Y ,  C U LT U R A L  
C E N T R E A LT E R AT I O N S  

10 Km NE of Tumbler Ridge 
Concrete slab on grade foundation, 02230; site 

clearing, 02240; site preparation, 02580; electrical 
transmission equipment, 13530; wind and solar 
instrumentation, 13660; wind energy equipment, 13660; 
wind energy systems, 13669; wind driven electrical 
generators, 13660; wind energy equipment, proposed 100-
200 MW wind power project with approx 80-120 wind 
turbines; this will also include 18-25 Km of new overhead 
transmission line (138kV or 230 kV); approx 35 Km of 
access roads; substations (connect to an existing facility or 
construct new); & an operations/admin bldg. 120 
structures 

$100,000,000 estimated construction cost. 
PRE-BID 

Journal of Commerce 

Q UA L I T Y  WI N D  
P RO J E C T  



- 6 - 

Construction 
September  2009  

LI S T  O F  BC IN F R A S T RU C T U R E P RO J E C T S  
Name of Applicant / Project Title  

Total Eligible Costs Federal Share  Provincial Share Local Gov. Share 
Dawson Creek - 92nd Avenue Storm Water Drainage Upgrades  

$772,000 $257,333 $257,333 $257,333 

Peace River - Harper and Imperial Subdivisions - Community Sewer System  
$1,767,850 $589,283 $589,283 $589,283 

Pouce Coupe - Water Reservoir Project  
$1,500,000 $500,000 $500,000 $500,000 

$3,100,000  $1,550,000  $1,550,000   

Highway 97 - Jct Highway 2 to Kiskatinaw Bridge  

Journal of Commerce 

Construction of a passing lane for southbound traffic on the Alaska Highway, in the Farmington area between Dawson 
Creek and Fort St. John, has begun. 

The provincial government announced a contract has been awarded to Langley-based Tyam Construction for just under  
$2.1 million for the road upgrade. 

Construction is expected to be completed in October.  
Northeast News 

P A S S I N G  LA N E 

Photo by Peace PhotoGraphics 
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NUMBER OF WELLS DRILLED 
IN BC  

1997 583 

1998 652 

1999 627 

2000 777 

2001 882 

2002 646 

2003 1049 

2004 1213 

Oil & Gas Commission 

2005 1376 

2006 1416 

2007 899 

2008 882 

2009 481 

OIL & GAS SALES 

BC’s 2008 year-end total was $2.66 
billion as 756,752 hectares were 

auctioned off at an average of $3,518 per 
hectare. 

Total 2006 - $629.85 million 

Total 2005 - $533.99 million 

Total 2004 - $232 million 

Total 2003 - $646.68 million 

Total 2002 - $288.54 million 

Total 2001 - $439.47 million 

Total 2000 - $248.24 million 

Total 1999 - $176.17 million 

Total 1998 - $94.34 million 

Total 1997 - $211.70 million 
Nickle’s Energy Group 

Total 2007 - $1.047 billion 

Energy 
O I L  & GA S  SA L E 

The British Columbia government September oil and gas rights sale 
pulled in a total of $8.74 million, the second lowest bonus total for the 
year. The 34 parcels totaling 15 885 hectares sold for an average of 
$549.94 per hectare. 

British Columbia’s September’s 2008 oil and gas rights sale drew just 
under $220.73 million as 80 401 hectares were sold at an average price of 
$2,745 per hectare.  

After nine land sales this in 2009, the B.C. government’s take is 
$330.61 million or an average of $1,281.66 for the 257 952 hectares sold. 
After the same number of sales in 2008, the government had received a 
total bonus of $2.3 billion for 603 109 hectares, or an average of $3,820.63 
per hectare.  

September 2008 $220.73 million 
September 2007 $265.2 million 
September 2006 $67.79 million 
September 2005 $62.77 million 
September 2004 $29.29 million 
September 2003 $418.0 million 
September 2002 $16.06 million 
September 2001 $12.31 million 
September 2000 $51.17 million 
September 1999 $29.20 million 
September 1998 $8.10 million 

JuneWarren Nickle’s Energy Group 

September  2009  

Photo by E. Mayoh 
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Energy 
As of September 29, 2009, there were 33 rigs drilling, 10 released and 6 rigs prepped to spud. 

Oil & Gas Commission 

A C T I V E OI L  R I G S  

September  2009  

Photo by Peace PhotoGraphics 

As one of BP Canada Energy Company's first greenfield developments in northeastern British Columbia gets 
underway, a major priority is ensuring more sustainable development. 

That includes the use of electricity rather than natural gas, solar panels at wellsites, multi-well pads and a central 
control centre in Dawson Creek, Phil Aldis, general manager for the Noel project, told a Canadian Institute conference on 
B.C. natural gas. 

Over the next 10 years, BP plans to spend $1.5 billion developing the tight gas project on its 100 sections of land in the 
area near One Island Lake about 60 kilometres southeast of Dawson Creek. 

The first 10 of the planned 130 wells have been drilled in the past year. The first of three compressors sites will start up 
at the end of this year with the other two in operation in early to mid-2010. 

BP is developing two formations at Noel: the Cadomin with horizontal wells and multi-stage fractures and the 
underlying Doig.  

The company wants to achieve as close to "zero emissions" as possible at its well sites and has reduced its carbon 
footprint by just over 10%, he said. With electricity from BC Hydro, it does not need to use natural gas to run its pumps and 
motors, reducing the amount of methane vented into the atmosphere. 

Constructing a line to bring in electricity to the site was a large upfront capital investment but "you've got to look at 
these things over the whole life as well," Aldis said later. "Electric motors are easier to maintain than gas." 

At the same time, "the economics of the decision were an interesting debate we went through and there's an 
environmental piece to it and a cost to operate piece to it." 

The estimated 30- to 40-year life of the project also helps to justify the cost, he suggested. 
Solar power will provide an estimated 80% of the power for the site. The automated control centre where the operator 

will be able to monitor the performance of wells and remotely control the valves will reduce the need for BP employees to 
be travelling back and forth. 

BP conducted its stakeholder engagement through 2006 and took the comments it received into account when 
designing the project, said Aldis. One of the concerns was about pipeline proliferation and that is one of the reasons BP 
signed up for capacity on the Westcoast Energy Inc. (Spectra Energy Transmission) South Peace Pipeline which will 
transport gas from the Noel area to Spectra's McMahon gas plant beginning in the third quarter of this year, he said. 

Local residents also were interested in business opportunities and BP has worked with companies to get them to its 
standards. 

Nickles New Technology Magazine 

BP NO E L G A S  P RO J E C T  TA RG E T S  LOW  E M I S S I O N S  
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Energy 
September  2009  

Despite falling this year to depths not seen in a decade, profits in the natural gas industry will increase more than 
fivefold by 2013, surpassing record levels achieved in the boom year of 2005, the Conference Board of Canada said in a 
report released in September. 

Meanwhile, collapsing prices, rising costs and tight credit will cut earnings in Canada's natural gas sector by more than 
half this year to $2.3 billion, the board said in its quarterly report on the sector. 

As well, the board forecasts, total output of marketable gas will fall five per cent this year — after already falling by 5.2 
per cent in 2008 — and continue to fall over the life of the forecast period to 2013. 

New and promising sources identified in unconventional shale-gas formations won't offset the declines as they only 
currently represent a small portion of total output and face their own development issues, the report said. 

"So much has changed for the natural gas industry in just one year," said board economist Todd Crawford. "Last year, 
revenues more than doubled over the first six months as gas prices skyrocketed. Now, low prices and the tough credit 
conditions have created a perfect storm that sent drilling activity in Canada tumbling this year." 

Despite dramatic declines in drilling activity brought on by the economic downturn, North American inventories have 
continued to rise, thanks in part to imports of liquefied natural gas from overseas, the report said. 

Nevertheless, profit growth will begin to rebound next year as economic recovery lifts demand and prices from current 
depressed levels of $3.36 per thousand cubic feet on the Canadian spot market, Crawford said. 

This will happen despite costs that will quickly rise from currently depressed levels as the gas and oil industries begin 
competing more aggressively for materials and labour. 

The board forecasts prices will rise in Canada to $8.92 by 2013. Prices have spiked up in recent days in Canada and the 
U.S., where it was trading Friday at $3.56 US on the New York Mercantile Exchange. 

"Therefore, despite the fact that the industry will see lower production throughout the forecast, profits will eventually 
reach $12.5 billion, consistent with the boom year of 2005," the board said. 

The Vancouver Sun 

NAT U R A L  G A S  

The Province, in collaboration with the oil and gas industry and local communities, has created a package of programs 
designed to improve industry and resident relations.  

The programs and regulations will help to address issues that are so important to residents.  Several program and 
regulatory areas, including a fulfillment of those announced earlier this year, have been developed. The Oil and Gas 
Commission will be extending the program to further eliminate or minimize well test and clean-up flares by:  

• Requiring pipeline construction prior to the completion of a well to ensure gathering systems are in place for inline 
testing rather than flaring where possible. 

• Enhancing facility design to ensure inline testing. 
The industry is on target to exceed the interim goal of reducing routine flaring by 50 per cent by 2011 and are on our 

way to fully realizing the elimination goal by 2016. Since 2007, as a result of our initiatives, industry has reduced routine 
flaring by 26.5 per cent while ensuring safety remains the top priority. Living Together – Working Together.  

This voluntary community-based initiative will help address local area concerns related to oil and gas activity such as 
traffic safety, speed control, dust, noise and roadway maintenance related to oil and gas activity. Several oil and gas 
companies operating in the Montney Play region of B.C. have made a public commitment to adhere to the Living Together - 
Working Together guiding principles and are listed on the related website at www.empr.gov.bc.ca/MACR/
LivingTogetherWorkingTogether/Pages/default.aspx#top. 

Province of BC  

I N L I N E  TE S T I N G  P RO G R A M  

http://www.empr.gov.bc.ca/MACR
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Doing business in the oil and gas sector just got a little easier for local companies thanks to the new Energy Services 
BC offices at Community Futures. 

Energy Services BC began as a nonprofit society in 1976, then called Northern Society of Oilfield Contractors & 
Service Firms, and continues to be an advocate for the oil and gas sector. 

The main focus at the moment is the oil and gas sector, but the office will be doing more work on all types of energy in 
the future, as the organization's 2005 name change to Energy Services BC indicates. 

A grand opening of the new office was held at Community Futures and a number of the Northeast Energy Conference 
BC 2009 attendees took some time out to attend the event. 

South Peace MLA and Minister of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Blair Lekstrom was also on hand to thank Energy 
Services BC for helping create a fertile environment for the province's energy companies. 

"We've never said you have to hire our companies... we said you have to give us the opportunity to bid on the work 
because our companies will compete with anybody," Lekstrom said. "We have come a long way. We have developed our 
industry over the last number of years and we're one of the more competitive jurisdictions in North America." 

He continued by saying the citizens of B.C. would not enjoy their current quality of life without the oil and gas 
industry. 

"We wouldn't have the health care provisions, the education provisions, or the social programs," he said. "It brings in 
billions of dollars. There has been over 37 billion dollars of investment from the oil and gas industry since 2001. That 
expenditure means jobs and jobs mean a quality of life." 

Mayor Mike Bernier thanked Energy Services BC for its continued effort and recalled the small number of oil and gas 
jobs that were previously going to local firms before the boom hit the South Peace. 

"I can think back six, seven years ago when the industry was really starting in this area it was more like five or 10%,” 
he said.  “So when we’re up to 70% this is excellent news for our region.” 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

E N E RG Y SE RV I C E S  BC 

Energy 
September  2009  

Photo by E. Mayoh 
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Tourism 
September  2009  

Photo by Peace PhotoGraphics Room revenues in the province rose 1.2% 
(seasonally adjusted) in April, ending a four month
-long downturn. The increase was largely due to a 
recovery in Mainland/Southwest (+2.1%), where revenues 
rose for the first time since October. Thompson/Okanagan 
(+1.1%) made a comeback after a weak performance in 
March, and Kootenay (+2.7%), Nechako (+3.7%) and 
Northeast (+8.1%) also posted gains. However, revenues 
fell in North Coast (–4.7%), Vancouver Island/Coast (–
2.1%), and Cariboo (–1.8%) where they were down for a 
sixth consecutive month. Data Source: BC Stats 

BC Stats Infoline Issue: 09-31 August 7, 2009 

R O O M R E V E N U E S  

First Coal Corporation has received approval to amend its exploration permit to extract a bulk sample of up to 50,000 
tonnes of coal from its Central South property near Chetwynd, British Columbia. The Bulk Sample Amendment is an 
important step toward enabling First Coal to develop coal resources. 

The company plans to begin extraction of its bulk sample in the fourth quarter of 2009. 
First Coal is planning to submit a Small Mine Permit application to the BC Government to allow it to commence 

production in the last quarter of 2010 at an annualized rate of 245,000 tonnes of clean coal. Extensive environmental and 
planning work has been underway for the last four years to ensure that adequate information is available for First Coal to 
achieve this objective. 

First Coal's properties fall within Treaty 8 territory, which includes the traditional lands of four aboriginal groups the 
company has been actively consulting with -- the McLeod Lake Indian Band, Halfway River First Nation, Saulteau First 
Nations and West Moberly First Nations. 

First Coal is committed to providing employment and business opportunities to area First Nations and local companies 
while also ensuring safeguards to protect the environment and in particular the local caribou population. The company has 
signed memoranda of understanding with the McLeod Lake Indian Band and Halfway River First Nation, and continues to 
build relationships with the Saulteau and West Moberly First Nations. 

First Coal Corporation 

Mining 
F I R S T  C OA L 
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Transportation 
S WA N B E RG  A I R  E X PA N D S 

Commencing Oct. 13 Swanberg Air will be offering a flight connecting Calgary, Red Deer, Edmonton and Grande 
Prairie and will be adding Dawson Creek, B.C. to its northeastern British Columbia route. 

Swanberg Air has been operating since 2000 providing scheduled passenger service in Western Alberta and 
Northeastern BC as well as freight, hot shot and on-demand charter services. 

Regina Leader-Post 

E N E RG Y C O N F E R E N C E  2009  
In an effort to create a dialogue between citizens and the province's energy industry, next week's Northeast BC Energy 

Conference 2009 at the EnCana Events Centre will feature a number of public events, said the committee chair and host 
Mayor Mike Bernier. 

One of the highlights will be a talk featuring conservative politician and author Preston Manning. The free event is 
called "Community Interests and Responsible Development of Energy". 

The Northeast BC Energy Conference 2009 was previously known as the Oil and Gas Conference but with the 
Government's shift in energy policy came a change in the name. 

"It changed to the Northeast Energy Conference because we're trying to branch out with all of the other... green energy 
sources that are starting to emerge in the energy sector," said Bernier. "We're trying to branch out and get them involved as 
well." 

He added the oil and gas companies are not threatened by the prospect of alternative energies but some of the first to 
use them to their advantage. 

"Nobody's threatened by the alternative energies because a lot of the time these guys are working in rural areas and 
need solar or wind in order to run some of their facilities," he said. "They actually need those industries to develop and 
become available to help in their own oil and gas explorations." 

The basis of the conference is to provide an opportunity for the service sector and the companies, such as EnCana, 
Altagas, BP and Murphy Oil to get together and discuss issues pertaining to the energy industry. 

There will also be an educational component to the conference. A number of speakers, such as Manning, Bernier, and 
Minister of Energy Mines and Petroleum Resources Blair Lekstrom, will be presenting on the changes, challenges and 
opportunities faced by the energy industry. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

City News 
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City News 
September  2009  

Photo by Peace PhotoGraphics 

The days of accidentally traveling down 92 Avenue and having to pull a U-turn to avoid road damage will soon be 
over, as $772,645 in infrastructure funding has been announced by all three levels of government. 

Mayor Mike Bernier was happy to announce the impending fix of the unsightly scar on the well-travelled city street, 
though he wouldn't reveal the number of times he personally stumbled onto the closed section of road. 

"All truth to that, more times than I want to actually admit to," Bernier said with a laugh. "You'd think I know better 
living and driving up in that area." 

The city of Dawson Creek applied for assistance from the other tiers of government on the $772,645 repair job. 
The cost of the 92 avenue repairs will now be included as part of a cost sharing infrastructure and split three ways 

between the municipality and the federal and provincial governments. This means the City of Dawson Creek will pay about 
$257,000. 

The funding for the repairs was part of a B.C. and Canada announcement of $7.7 million in funding for the creation of 
50 new jobs through the Building Canada Fund and Infrastructure Stimulus Fund for Peace River South. 

Other joint projects include $1.5 million for a new reservoir in Pouce Coupe to improve reliability and efficiency of the 
water system. Chetwynd will have $596,621 to reconstruct and widen 450 metres of 53 Avenue. The Peace River Regional 
District will have almost $1.8 million for improvements in the Harper and Imperial subdivisions. A capital project of $3.1 
million will be included for road resurfacing that will extend from the junction of Highways 2 and 97 to Kiskatinaw Bridge. 

"This has been in the works for sometime," Lekstrom said about the funding announcement. "We have put out a 
significant amount of money into capital infrastructure already. This is, again, going to help our communities, our regional 
district." 

Lekstrom added these types of funding announcements shows how all levels of government can work together to 
benefit individual communities. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

92 N D A V E N U E  RE PA I R S  
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City News 
September  2009  

The City of Dawson Creek is involved in a pilot project that will look to turn an agricultural waste product into bio-
energy. 

Emanuel Machado, director of corporate planning and sustainable community development, explained the city was 
looking to reduce its dependence on natural gas in an effort to become more energy self-sufficient, and began exploring 
biomass as an option. 

"We wanted to find a renewable source, but for us it was imperative that it didn't include food items, and it was also 
imperative that it didn't include items that required intensive farming practices like water and fertilizer," he said. 

He added they also didn't want to use a fuel source that other industries were using, such as woodchips from sawmills, 
because they didn't want to find themselves in a position of having to decide whether to keep a mill running or heat an 
arena. 

"After taking all of those off the table, we found an agricultural waste product from fescue grass straw, which has been 
cultivated in this area for upwards of 50 years," said Machado. "Every two or three years they need to remove the straw 
from the fields to reseed it, and it's generally baled, and in some cases used for bedding or even food for animals, but it 
doesn't have a lot of caloric or nutritional value." 

He said fescue is very abundant in both the Alberta and BC Peace Regions, and the city has been working with the 
agricultural community on both sides of the border to develop partnerships. The aim is to harvest and pelletize the straw so 
it can be incinerated and used as an alternative to natural gas. 

"We're one of two or three regions in the world that grows these seeds. There's plenty to go around - there's upwards of 
4,400 tons (3,992 metric tonnes) just within 20 kilometres of the city, and there's over 15,000 tons (13,608 tonnes) in the 
North Peace area, and there's a lot more than that on the Alberta side. We need just over 1,000 tons (907 tonnes) to do all of 
our city facilities." 

Machado said within a year to 18 months they hope to have a pilot in place, beginning with the largest public building 
in the city, the South Peace Multiplex. 

He said the city has partnered with the Peace River Regional District and the South Peace Economic Development 
Commission to look at other opportunities in the Dawson Creek area. 

Machado said the next phase of the project will include calculating the cost of harvesting, storing, delivering, and, 
perhaps, pelletizing the straw, and then determining the value producers will get for their work. 

He said the city is trying to become a producer, rather than just a consumer, of energy, and renewables like wind, solar 
and biomass have made that possible. 

Northeast News 

BI O -MA S S  P RO J E C T  

The Calvin Kruk Centre for the Arts project is moving ahead. 
MHPM Project Managers has been hired to manage the construction of the new arts centre, which will be housed in the 

old post office building downtown. Following a bidding process, the company was chosen for their experience in managing 
similar projects and their expertise in designing LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) buildings. 
MHPM's project experience includes the Richmond Olympic Oval and the City of Abbotsford Cultural Centre. 

The 42,000 square foot post office building will be converted into a community and cultural centre and will feature the 
Kiwanis Performing Arts Centre, a multi-purpose theatre space, meeting rooms, dance and textile studios and administrative 
offices. The design will incorporate "green" technology to reduce its environmental footprint and to help meet the City of 
Dawson Creek's pledge to become carbon neutral. 

The project is estimated to cost about $9.25 million. The federal and provincial governments will contribute a total of 
$6.4 million, and a number of private donors have come to the table, bringing the total money committed to nearly $7 
million. 

Northeast News 

A RT S  C E N T R E P RO J E C T  M A N AG E R  H I R E D 
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Education 
September  2009  

Automotive Service Technician students at Northern Lights College will have the opportunity to work on a special 
project over the next couple of years. 

The students will be building a 1934 Ford three-window coupe, from a kit manufactured by Street Beasts. When 
completed, the hot rod will feature a fiberglass body, steel frame, and small block Ford engine and transmission. 

The kit includes the frame and body, and the students add all the other components. 
The students start with the bare body and front of the hot rod, and then fit all the components. After that, they 

disassemble everything, clean, prepare and start building. The vehicle body, alone, requires hundreds of hours of sanding, 
and then all of the wiring, pedals, mechanisms, controls and gauges have to be fitted. 

The hot rod is being started in Dawson Creek, but will be transported back and forth to Fort St. John, where students in 
the program at the Fort St. John Campus will work on the project. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

H O T  R O D  C O N S T RU C T I O N 

Photo by Peace PhotoGraphics 
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Human Services 
September  2009  

S E N I O R S  A C C E S S  SE RV I C E S  
In support of what the South Peace Seniors Access Services Society is doing to create a 'one stop shop' where seniors 

can gather and process information, The society has been able to establish the office thanks to a $25,000 grant from the 
Federal New Horizons funding program. Volunteers will be on hand to assist seniors from 1 pm to 3 pm, Monday to Friday 
in the location at the Kiwanis Enterprise Centre, Dawson Creek. 

Peace River Regional District Board Newsletter 

He made his country proud when contracted to be the architect for the Canadian Museum of Civilization., He could be 
found in international headlines when the National Museum of the American Indian in Washington DC opened. And in one 
year's time, a particular segment of Dawson Creek's population will have the chance to live within an apartment complex 
currently being constructed on 17 Street and designed by the acclaimed Metis architect, Douglas Joseph Cardinal,. 

"It's called the Driver House, and it's aboriginal housing largely for the elders," Dawson Creek Native Housing's project 
and program coordinator Sheila Hanshaw said about the construction that will be ready for new tenants in September 2010. 

The Driver House will have 25 units; 18 one-bedroom units and the remainder will be two and three bedroom units.  
The apartment complex will not be as grand as Cardinal's more notable creations, but it will be designed with the 

aboriginal tenants in mind, Hanshaw said. 
When the Dawson Creek Native Housing Society originally announced it had received funding from BC Housing and 

would be constructing units for the native elder population, the waiting list for housing was already lengthy. 
That was two years ago, and Hanshaw said there are still 70 native elders on that same waiting list. 
She added a large number of native elders the apartment is being built for fall into a vulnerable peoples category. 
It will be a full year before the doors open, but the predicted popularity will require Dawson Creek Native Housing 

Society start looking at applicants six months in advance. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 

E L D E R S ’  HO U S I N G 

Like thousands of people around the world, about 75 kids, adults and seniors in Dawson Creek took part in the 29th 
annual Terry Fox Run. 

The fundraising event took place in 900 communities from coast to coast to coast and in 28 other countries, while 
Dawson Creek's was held at the Sudeten Hall on the west side of the city and participants could walk, cycle, wheel or run 
three-, five- or 10-kilometre routes under perfect weather conditions. 

Dawson Creek's Terry Fox Run, organized by the city's parks and recreation department, raised more than $2,500 for 
cancer research. 

As is often pointed out, cancer is a widespread disease and everyone, in one way or another, has been touched by the 
illness. Dawson Creek needs no reminders as the community lost its late mayor, Calvin Kruk, to the disease. 

"Cancer touches everybody in one way or another, and for the city of Dawson Creek losing our mayor last year hit 
everybody quite hard. Our hearts go out to his family and we hope they are doing well and this is a perfect example of one 
way we can get out and find a cure so that we don't have to lose people to cancer," said Dawson Creek Mayor Mike Bernier, 
adding that it is encouraging to see people out at such fundraisers, but also unfortunate that the disease has not yet been 
beaten. 

To date, because of events like Dawson Creek's Terry Fox Run, more than $400 million worldwide has been raised for 
cancer research in Terry Fox's name. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

T E R RY  FOX R U N 
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Recreation & Leisure 
September  2009  

Dawson Creek in British Columbia has been awarded the hosting rights to the 2010 Grey Power Players' 
Championship. 

The season's final Capital One Grand Slam of Curling event is scheduled for the EnCana Events Centre in Dawson 
Creek from April 13-18. 

The 2010 Grey Power Players' Championship will feature a separate men's and women's draw consisting of the world's 
top 13 ranked teams from the 2009-10 season as well as curling's gold, silver and bronze medalists from the 2010 Olympic 
Winter Games. 

"We're elated that Dawson Creek was selected to host a premier international sporting event such as the Grey Power 
Players' Championship," said Dawson Creek Mayor Mike Bernier. "This is another great opportunity for Dawson Creek to 
showcase our great city to the rest of Canada. This world class event will have significant positive social and economic 
impacts to the community and is a real win-win for Dawson Creek." 

Ticket packages for the 2010 Grey Power Players' Championship are scheduled to go on sale on November 6. 
The Curling News 

C H A M P I O N S H I P  C U R L I N G  E V E N T 

After several years of seeing its numbers decline, the Dawson Creek Minor Hockey Association has reversed the 
downward slide this season and has seen close to a 10% increase in the number of local kids playing the sport. 

There are 284 kids who have signed up to play minor hockey this winter on the organization's rep, B and house teams. 
That's up from the 261 who registered last year. 

Some of those players have registered with the organization at the start of the season, as regulations require, and have 
since moved on to play for elite teams elsewhere. For example some DCHMA-registered players are now playing with the 
Prince George major midget team, the local Tracker Flyers or a Taylor-based girls' team. 

But there are also more kids at most levels wanting to play the sport in Dawson Creek. 
"We have some kids who have not played for one, two or three years. The largest chunk is at the midget level, but there 

are also more kids at all the levels below," said DCMHA president Mike Readman. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 

M I N O R  HO C K E Y 
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Recreation & Leisure 
September  2009  

Dawson Creek has secured another high-profile hockey event. 
The city announced that its bid to host the 2012 National Women's U18 (Under-18) Championship has been approved 

by Hockey Canada. 
"This is another feather in our cap. We have proven to Hockey Canada and to the whole hockey community that we 

have a top-notch facility and we are able to host any event that the hockey world has. To be able to put together a national 
event, it is just great for the community and the region," said Dawson Creek Mayor Mike Bernier, adding that this 
tournament will draw fans from the entire Peace Country. 

This latest announcement is one of a string of such hockey-related events that hockey fans have enjoyed ever since the 
EnCana Events Centre opened just over a year ago. 

A year ago, the city hosted Face Off Fever, a four-game Jr. A exhibition series between the Burnaby Express, Grande 
Prairie Storm and Prince George Spruce Kings. That was followed by the Feb. 9 Battle of the Border women's game that 
featured the Calgary-based Oval X-treme and U.S. Selects. This past summer Dawson Creek was the site of the national 
women's team's three-week training camp that kick-started the drive to the 2010 Olympics in Vancouver. 

The national championship will feature eight provincial teams vying for a national title for five days in November, 
2012. These are not club teams, but under-18 stars who have been scouted and selected to play for their respective 
provincial teams. 

The players will, no doubt, include some of the best up-and-coming female hockey players in Canada who may one day 
represent this country on international ice. 

Along with the many players and support staff, there is also expected to be a media contingent, fans, as well as scouts 
from colleges, universities and Hockey Canada. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

WO M E N’S  U18  C H A M P I O N S H I P  

Dawson Creek residents, from kids right up to seniors, now have another fitness option in their quest for a healthy, 
active lifestyle. 

The new fitness park beside the walking tails across from the city's health unit has been installed for just a couple of 
weeks and has not even officially opened, but already it's attracting both the old and young eager to try out the easy-to-use 
equipment. 

The 20-odd machines look similar to the equipment one would see in a commercial fitness gym. Each has a set of 
instructions displayed on it explaining how to use it properly. However, unlike most indoor fitness machines, they have no 
weight stacks and instead use the weight of the user as resistance. For example, the vertical chest press uses the weight of 
the operator as resistance and the chair she is sitting in moves up slightly as she extends her arms fully. 

"This is just one more opportunity to enhance healthy living. Our overall recreation strategy is exactly that - we should 
be able to provide, across the board, an active and healthy community. This enhances and provides opportunities right 
across the demographics within our city," said Barry Reynard, the city's director of parks and rec. 

While everyone is invited to use the all-weather equipment, the fitness park is designed with seniors in mind and is part 
of a provincial initiative aimed at that segment of the population. 

Dawson Creek is one of 18 communities that received a provincial grant for $100,000 to buy the equipment. After a 
series of public consultations last November, the city selected the particular brand and determined the location based on the 
public's input. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

S E N I O R ’ S  F I T N E S S  PA R K  
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Employment fell (relative to July 2008) in all regions of the province, but Cariboo (-9.4%, 3-month 
moving average, unadjusted), North Coast/Nechako (-8.5%) and Thompson-Okanagan (-7.7%) were 
hardest hit by job losses. Mainland/Southwest (-1.0%) and Kootenay (-1.8%) saw relatively modest job losses in July. 

In Cariboo (14.2%) and North Coast/Nechako (10.5%), jobless rates remained in the double digits for a fifth straight 
month. Rates in the rest of the province ranged from 6.4% in Vancouver Island/Coast to 9.5% in Thompson/Okanagan. The 
low unemployment rate in Vancouver Island/Coast is largely due to labour market conditions in Victoria, where the 
(unadjusted 3-month-moving average) unemployment rate was just 6.1% in July. Nanaimo’s unemployment rate (7.7%) 
was much higher. 

The jobless rate in Mainland/Southwest (7.4%) was virtually the same as in the Vancouver CMA (7.3%). Northeast 
(7.9%) was the only other region where the unemployment rate was below eight percent in July. Data Source: Statistics Canada 

BC Stats Infoline  Issue: 09-31 August 7, 2009 

British Columbia’s unemployment rate shot up to 8.1% in June as a result of job losses (–0.2%) and 
labour force expansion (+0.4%).  Employment in BC shrank by 4,100 jobs in June, putting the brakes on employment 
growth after back-to-back gains in April and May. The service sector trimmed its workforce by 4,000 jobs (–0.2%), 
accounting for almost all job losses in the province in June. Gains were made in information, culture & recreation (+8.3%), 
finance, insurance & real estate (+2.2%) and health care & social assistance (+0.9%). However, these were not enough to 
offset cuts in management & administration (–7.1%), public administration (–5.3%) and transportation & warehousing (–
4.1%). Job losses continued to plague the forestry, fishing & mining (–3.4%) and manufacturing (–1.8%) sectors, but 
offsetting gains made in agriculture (+7.5%) and construction (+0.8%) left employment in the goods sector virtually 
unchanged. Data Source: Statistics Canada 

North Coast/Nechako (–10.4%; three-month moving average), Cariboo (–9.9%) and Thompson/
Okanagan (–7.8%) posted the largest job losses. Kootenay, which had a near record low unemployment rate of 
2.5% in June 2008, saw its jobless rate climb to 8.7%. Vancouver Island/Coast has registered deeper employment cuts in 
each of the past three months, shedding 3.1% of its workers. For the time being, however, Vancouver Island/Coast has the 
lowest unemployment rate in the province at 6.6%, a position recently held by Northeast which saw employment drop 
another 5.9%. Continued job losses in Mainland/Southwest have pushed the region’s unemployment rate to 7.3%. Data 
Source: Statistics Canada 

BC Stats Infoline Issue:  Issue: 09-27 July 10, 2009 

LA B O U R FO RC E   

Employment 
July 

LA B O U R FO RC E   

August 
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Bissette Creek Bridge - No 1310 - Near Pouce 
Coupe, Hwy 2, 11km S of the junction with Hwy 
49 

Replace the existing wooden trestle and glu-lam 
bridge with a 52m double lane clear span trapezoidal steel 
stringer, concrete deck bridge including a sidewalk and 
associated site works. 
LOW BID 

Ruskin Construction Ltd 
2011 PG Pulp Mill Rd, PO Box 1050 
Prince George BC V2L 4V2 
Phone: 250-563-2800 
Fax 250-563-6788 
$2,956,542 

OTHER BIDS 
Formula Pile & Bridge Cont Ltd, Prince George, 

$3,041,189 
Concreate USL Ltd, St Albert, $3,053,835 

Journal of Commerce 

Construction 
BI S S E T T E  C R E E K  
B R I D G E A LT E R AT I O N S  

Northern Lights College - Dawson Creek Campus  
Science building demolition work. 

LOW BID 
Jiovannini Entreprises 
PO Box 327 
Pouce Coupe BC V0C 2C0 
Phone: 604-876-8881  
$29,550 

OTHER BIDS 
Western Thermal & Demolition, Prince George, 

$35,500 
Clearview Grinding Ltd, Surrey, $37,500 

Journal of Commerce 

SC I E N C E  BU I L D I N G  
D E M O L I T I O N 

Dawson Creek 
The Owner invites tenders for Installation of 

approximately 65 meters of 200mm diameter PVC 
watermain and the installation of a 70 meter long CSP 
culvert with a 2000mm diameter complete with an outfall 
structure. 

$350,000 estimated construction cost. 
OUT TO TENDER 

Journal of Commerce 

WAT E R M A I N  UP G R A D E 

Construction is underway on an Aboriginal senior’s 
housing complex in Dawson Creek. 

The 25,000 square foot facility will feature 18 one-
bedroom units, geared towards Aboriginal seniors aged 55 
and older.  The complex, located on 17th Street, will 
feature common areas and a meeting room for residents to 
hold meetings and functions in.  There will also be three 
two-bedroom units and four three-bedroom units, a couple 
of which may be used for housing families in a crisis. 

Maloney Contractors Ltd., out of Kelowna, will 
construct the building, which was designed by Ottawa-
based Douglas Cardinal Architect Inc.  It will be built to 
LEED Gold standards for energy efficiency and 
environmental impact. 

The project is projected to cost just over $8 million. 
Northeast News 

A B O R I G I N A L  S E N I O R ’ S  
C O M P L E X 

July 

Photo by Peace PhotoGraphics 
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Hwy 97 Alaska Hwy, 25km North of the City of 
Dawson Creek 

Construction of approximately 1.8 km of southbound 
passing lane on Hwy 97 in the Farmington area between 
Fort St John and Dawson Creek. 

$1,000,000 estimated construction cost. 
AWARD 

Tyam Construction Ltd 
27474 Gloucester Way 
Langley BC V4W 4A1 
Phone: 604-533-8088 
Fax: 604-533-8010 
$2,099,800 

Journal of Commerce 

Chetwynd Multi-Purpose Complex 
Cast-in-place concrete foundation, wood structural 

frame, wood joist roof structure, electric heating system, 
02935; landscape, 06220; millwork, 08830; mirrors, 
09305; ceramic tile, 09620; athletic flooring, 09910; 
paints, 10810; toilet accessories, 10830; laundry 
accessories, 11400; food service equipment, 09650; 
resilient tile flooring, proposed addition and renovation to 
the Chetwynd Multi-Purpose Complex. Scope of the work 
includes a 1,000 sq ft renovation and a 7,000 sq ft addition. 

$7,000,000 estimated construction cost 
OUT TO TENDER 

Journal of Commerce 

R E C R E AT I O N  C O M P L E X  
A D D I T I O N  & 
A LT E R AT I O N S  

K M  25  A L A S K A  
H I G H WAY  R OA DWO R K  

The merger of two B.C. companies will result in a number of modular classrooms combining with traditional brick and 
mortar schools in Alberta over the next year. 

Greensmart Manufacturing Inc. and Shelter Industries Ltd. recently formed Greensmart Shelters Inc.  
which will be constructing 202 modular classrooms for the Alberta Government as part of the province’s P3 (public private 
partnership) school initiative. 

The new holding company is the subcontractor to Bird-Graham Schools of Edmonton, which was awarded the 
contract to build 18 new schools in the province. 

Nine will be built in both Calgary and Edmonton. 
Greensmart Shelters’ $32 million contract to build the units is set to be completed in March of 2010. The wall and roof 

panels are made with structural insulated panels (SIP) to provide the fundamental energy conservation for the building 
envelope. Additionally, the modular classrooms will use a rain screen design and energy-efficient commercial windows. 
Internally, the buildings will use energy-efficient lighting fixtures controlled by motion detectors and external lighting 
sensors, energy-efficient furnaces combined with heat recovery ventilators and a control system that monitors all 
components of the ventilation system to control fresh air. 

As well, it will have a control system that monitors all systems from the main school. 
The standard units are 24 feet wide by 40 feet long, with the corridor-contained units adding another ten feet to the 

overall length. 
The brick and mortar facility contains administrative facilities, washrooms, special labs and gymnasiums. 
Although the modular classrooms have the look, feel and functionality of a permanent structure and are designed to last 

50 years, they can be relocated to another site, if demographics change down the road. 
The company is currently turning out one unit a day through the 16 work stations needed to complete the units. 
They are hoping to increase production now that they are at peak production manpower of 140 shop floor workers and 

an additional 20 supervisory and administrative staff. The company is employing a variety of workers. 
The project includes carpenters, sheet metal workers, plumbers and other ticketed trades, as well as semi-skilled 

labourers from the residential housing market. 
Journal of Commerce 

G R E E N S M A R T  SH E LT E R S  

August 

Construction 
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Energy 
O I L  & GA S  SA L E 

The July land rights sale in British Columbia resulted in $38.3 million in bonus bids at an average price per hectare of 
$675.10, bringing the calendar year-to-date total to $284.7 million. 

In 2008, the July sale took in just over $610 million in bonus bids covering 132 740 hectares, putting the year-to-date 
total at that time at $1.58 billion. The average price per hectare was $4,595. 

One drilling licence in the Sundown field, 35 kilometres southwest of Dawson Creek brought in $2,361 per hectare for 
a total of nearly $4.2 million. The per hectare figure was a high for the land sale and was submitted by Standard Land 
Company Inc. 

Records show EnCana Corporation as one of the busiest operators in the field over the past few years. Earlier this 
year, Murphy Oil Corporation drilled several wells at Sundown targeting the Montney formation. 

In BC the August land rights sale attracted $37 million in bonus bids for an average price of $1,759 per hectare 
compared to $501.8 in August 2008 at an average of $4,359 per hectare. 

The year-to-date total sales in 2009 are $321.8 million compare to $2.08 billion in 2008. 
Key parcels in the sale included five drilling licenses that totaled nearly $15.8 million. Bids ranged from $3,100 to 

$6,000 per hectare. These parcels are located between 20 and 50 kilometers east of Chetwynd in the Groundbirch-Brassey 
area. Operators in the area have targeted the Montney formation. 

Nickle’s Energy Group 

The Province and the Canadian Association of Petroleum Producers (CAPP) have signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) on energy efficiency that will help to encourage energy conservation and greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emission reductions in the oil and gas industry, announced Minister of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources Blair 
Lekstrom. 

The MOU was developed jointly by CAPP, the Ministry of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources and the Climate 
Action Secretariat, and includes the following key commitments:  

Establishing a baseline for energy usage and GHG emissions in British Columbia’s upstream oil and gas industry to 
monitor the effectiveness of established energy efficiency programs. 

Promoting energy efficiency and continuous improvement for fuel gas efficiency initiatives across British Columbia’s 
upstream oil and gas industry. 

Investigating various market and fiscal instruments to promote and enhance fuel gas efficiency. 
Recognizing the achievements of industry in helping to establish and maintain British Columbia as a leader in energy 

conservation and efficiency. 
 Also in the MOU is an agreement for CAPP and the Province to simplify how industry accesses capital for major 

energy efficiency initiatives. In 2008, CAPP released a 17-module Fuel Gas Efficiency Best Management Practice that 
describes methods to achieve fuel gas efficiency improvements through operational or technological changes. 

The next phase will be an agreement that will implement the results of the MOU and industry best practices as 
guidelines for British Columbia’s upstream oil and gas industry. CAPP’s member companies are committed to the MOU 
and are already making significant contributions to reducing fuel gas consumption and in doing so reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

Government of BC 

M E M O R A N D U M  O F  UN D E R S TA N D I N G 

July 
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Energy 

Monterey Exploration Ltd. prepares to drill its first horizontal Montney well in the Groundbirch area of 
northeastern British Columbia, and is increasing its anticipated capital spending to between $13 million and $15 million 
from $10 million based on scheduled operations in the area. 

Net proceeds of $2.7 million received from the disposition of three sections of undeveloped non-core lands in the Town 
area of northeastern B.C. will be used to assist in financing the Groundbirch area drilling and completion operations 
scheduled to be carried out in the second half of 2009, said the company in reporting second quarter results. 

Monterey also expects to benefit from the recent stimulus package introduced by the provincial government. The 
increased royalty rate reduction and the changes in the deep well royalty credit program will improve the viability of future 
drilling, especially horizontal wells to be drilled in the Groundbirch, Brassey and Squirrel areas. The enhancement to the 
infrastructure royalty credit program also may offset a portion of Monterey's investment in the construction of a gas plant in 
the Groundbirch area. 

Monterey's second quarter capital spending program of $1.1 million was almost entirely directed towards operations at 
Groundbirch. The expenditures were comprised of the remaining drilling costs associated with the successful vertical 
Montney exploration test well drilled in the first quarter, the design, consultation and regulatory application costs related to 
the natural gas facility application, and survey and licensing costs associated with the next phase of exploration and 
development drilling activity. 

The solid production performance of the underlying asset base through the first half of 2009 and a deep inventory of 
development projects in excess of $75 million have allowed Monterey to focus its entire remaining 2009 capital program at 
Groundbirch. 

As of late July, it had received all of the licenses required for the next phase of drilling at Groundbirch which consist of 
two test/development horizontals on the five section 100% working interest block, one horizontal step-out well and one 
vertical exploration test on the 10 section 75% working interest land block. 

A competitor has completed construction of an 11 mile all season access road in the Groundbirch area. Monterey's first 
scheduled horizontal location is 2.5 miles off of this new road and it is currently constructing the lease access and the 
surface location for the well. Operators targeting the Montney formation in the Groundbirch area have remained extremely 
active through the summer months with eight drilling rigs currently active within 20 miles of Monterey's existing 
development area. 

In the current commodity price environment, it is apparent that successful natural gas companies operating in Western 
Canada will need to focus their technical expertise on finding and developing natural gas plays that can withstand prolonged 
commodity pricing below $5 per mcf, said Monterey. The company believes that the Montney project at Groundbirch is one 
such play that has the potential to add significant value by generating a positive rate of return at today's pricing. 

Nickle’s Energy Group 

M O N T E R E Y E X P L O R AT I O N 

July 

Surerus Pipeline Inc., Fort St. John, advised they were awarded a contract by Spectra to construct approximately 
92 km of 20-inch pipeline from the Cutbank area to the Spectra plant site in Taylor. The project is expected to last into early 
October 2009 and employ up to 450 people. 

www.energeticcity.ca  

S U R E RU S  PI P E L I N E 

August 
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The Province has developed an oil and gas stimulus package designed to attract investment and produce immediate 
economic benefits for British Columbia, including jobs and infrastructure projects. 

This stimulus package has the advantage of not requiring direct government spending to increase activity and 
investment, while generating positive revenue to the Crown. In a conservative scenario, after three years the program will 
generate $2.50 in net incremental revenues for every $1 of royalty credit provided. Since these are royalty credits and not 
expenditures, the Crown benefits from the activity in addition to royalty revenue generated from wells that would likely not 
have been drilled. 

The package includes four royalty and two regulatory initiatives that will enhance B.C.’s competitive business climate, 
creating momentum in the industry and attracting significant new investment into the province. Royalty initiatives included 
in the package are: 

• A one-year, two per cent royalty rate for all wells drilled in a 10 month window (September 2009 - June 2010). 
• An increase of 15 per cent in the existing royalty deductions for natural gas deep drilling. 
• Qualification of horizontal wells drilled between 1,900 and 2,300 metres into the Deep Royalty Credit Program. 
• An additional $50 million allocation for the Infrastructure Royalty Credit Program to be offered this fall to 

stimulate investment in oil and gas roads and pipelines. 
Regulatory initiatives included in the package are: 
• Commingling in the plains area, to be announced by the Oil and Gas Commission in the near future; and, 
• Amendments to the drilling license regulation to create flexibility that will allow industry to move wells to 

production while not losing privileges to convert drilling licenses to leases. 
The package is projected to increase drilling activity, generate substantial industry investment, and provide incremental 

royalty revenues to the Crown. Crown revenue from the stimulus package will go to education, health care and social 
program funding and development. 

Government of BC News Release 

S T I M U L U S  PAC K AG E 

The Province awarded $120 million in royalty credits to 19 companies to complete 31 oil and gas infrastructure 
projects under the Infrastructure Royalty Credit Program. 

The 31 new road and pipeline projects will improve access to underdeveloped areas of northeast British Columbia, as 
well as support oil and gas exploration and production. By increasing the activity and supporting new production, additional 
royalty revenue is generated for the province. 

Minister of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources, Blair Lekstrom, said there were applications for 68 projects 
totaling about $760 million in estimated construction costs. 

The program provides oil and gas companies with royalty deductions in exchange for industry investment in road and 
pipeline infrastructure. Those companies involved are required to fund the entire cost of an approved infrastructure project 
and can receive up to 50% of the eligible project costs from the Province, paid in the form of royalty deduction, at the 
projects completion. 

The selection process of who gets awarded the royalty credits is extensive, and basically based on what the return to the 
government would be, as well as what will open up the most opportunities. 

The incentive program, which began in 2004, is very popular, said Lekstrom and as of March 31 of this year, the 
program was responsible for the development of 58 new or upgraded all-season roads and 52 pipeline projects in the 
province. 

Alaska Highway News 

I N F R A S T RU C T U R E  ROYA LT Y  C R E D I T  P RO G R A M  
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Dignitaries and invited guests gathered under the enormous shadow of a 78 metre-high wind turbine on Bear Mountain 
on Aug. 6 to celebrate the start-up of British Columbia’s first commercial wind park.  

As of July 23, two of the 34 turbines in the Bear Mountain Wind Park started generating electricity, and two more have 
recently been completed. 

“We started on July 23 to generate power and send it into the grid for the community,” said David Cornhill, chairperson 
and CEO of AltaGas, which owns and operates the wind park. 

More than half of the tower sections have already been erected and are awaiting installation of three, 41 metre-long 
blades. Cornhill said the project could beat its expected Nov. 1 completion date by as much as six weeks.  

Bear Mountain is the first wind project for AltaGas, although Cornhill said they have identified other opportunities in 
Alberta and the United States, and are proposing a number of run-of-river projects in northwestern British Columbia.  

Cornhill said his company is looking at renewable energy projects as long-term assets that will benefit future 
generations and the environment. 

A number of the company’s partners in the project were represented at the gathering, as well as members from all three 
levels of government. Prince George-Peace River MP Jay Hill was on hand to announce, on behalf of Natural Resources 
Minister Lisa Raitt, that the project would be receiving up to $20.5 million over the next 10 years through the federal 
government’s $1.5 billion ecoEnergy for Renewable Power program. Hill said the funding, based on one cent per kilowatt-
hour of electricity generated, will help the project to be more competitive with other forms of energy. 

A couple of provincial ministers also spoke at the gathering. Energy, Mines, and Petroleum Resources Minister Blair 
Lekstrom said the project was a huge step forward in meeting his government’s targets in reducing carbon emissions and 
providing electricity to British Columbians through clean, alternative sources. 

“We talk about reducing our footprint on the land base, we talk about reducing greenhouse gas emissions, you’re truly 
looking at how we’re going to achieve that,” said Lekstrom. “This is just the beginning. This is the first wind farm, but it 
will not be the last.” 

Environment Minister Barry Penner praised Dawson Creek for supporting the project, citing that while communities 
want to see clean energy projects being developed, few want to see those projects in their backyards. 

“We have people working today at good paying jobs, building the green economy of the future,” said Penner. “I hope 
it’s a sign of more things to come, and I’m confident it will be.” 

Dawson Creek Mayor Mike Bernier said the city and the region will continue to lead in sustainability and be an 
example for the rest of the province and the country. He cited the support that members of the community, specifically 
Dawson Creek-based Peace Energy Cooperative, gave to the project. 

“This really started, like a lot of projects do in British Columbia and in Canada, with the willpower from the 
community, from the citizens,” Bernier said. 

Peace Energy Cooperative was responsible for securing the investigative use permit for the project in 2004, and its 
partners will get a share of the profits generated from the sale of electricity. Executive director Valerie Gilson said PEC may 
be looking at investing in other wind projects proposed for the region, but it’s waiting for the answer from the BC Hydro 
Call for Power before making those decisions. 

Northeast News 

B E A R  M O U N TA I N  WI N D  PA R K  
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Murphy Oil Corporation has no plans to shut in Canadian gas, said company executives. 
The independent will consider adding production from its Tupper field in northern British Columbia later on in 2009. 

Of the roughly 92 mmcf per day that Murphy added in the second quarter, most -- about 50 mmcf per day -- came from 
Tupper area of BC. 

As well as the main Tupper field, Murphy has plans to develop its Tupper West field, potentially bringing more gas on-
stream as early as the second quarter of 2011. 

Nickle’s Energy Group 

M U R P H Y  OI L  

Room revenues in the province rose 1.2% 
(seasonally adjusted) in April, ending a four month-long 
downturn. The increase was largely due to a recovery in 
Mainland/Southwest (+2.1%), where revenues rose for 
the first time since October. Thompson/Okanagan 
(+1.1%) made a comeback after a weak performance in 
March, and Kootenay (+2.7%), Nechako (+3.7%) and 
Northeast (+8.1%) also posted gains. However, 
revenues fell in North Coast (–4.7%), Vancouver Island/
Coast (–2.1%), and Cariboo (–1.8%) where they were 
down for a sixth consecutive month. Data Source: BC 
Stats 

BC Stats Infoline Issue: 09-31 August 7, 2009 
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Up to $1.55 million will be invested in funding a pilot project to protect B.C.'s commercial livestock from predators. 
The B.C. Wild Predator Loss Prevention Mitigation Pilot Program will receive the funding over three years through the 

Investment Agriculture Foundation of B.C., a not-for-profit organization that manages and distributes funds on behalf of the 
provincial and federal governments. 

The pilot project's goal is to protect B.C.'s commercial livestock sector from wildlife predators, while preserving 
natural predator-prey relationships. The pilot project will also look at prevention, mitigation, compensation, program 
delivery and management. 

The project will be easily accessible for everyone throughout the province. It will also provide industry with a 
protection plan for the future, to help the province protect the natural wildlife population in B.C. Other recent support for 
the livestock sector in British Columbia includes more than $5.5 million provided to the BC Cattlemen's Association for 
fencing-related components on Crown land, and the creation of the new ranching task force, to find ways government and 
industry can work together to develop a long-term plan for a more profitable, self-sustaining industry. 

www.energeticcity.ca 

P R E DAT O R  LO S S  P R E V E N T I O N  PRO G R A M  

More than a quarter of a million hectares in the Dawson Creek timber supply area will be managed to conserve old-
growth forest biodiversity and habitat. 

The 250,470 hectares are in 240 separate areas in the timber supply area, with the largest being about 10,000 hectares in 
size. Old growth-management areas are mapped pieces of forest that forest companies are required to identify while 
preparing forest stewardship plans, and are managed to coincide with the forest’s natural lifecycle. As the lifecycles of the 
trees in the area ends they may be harvested by the licensee, providing the licensee offers a replacement old-growth 
management area, which the Province recognizes as having similar qualities.  

The 250,470 hectares are the first in the Dawson Creek timber supply area to be defined as old-growth management 
areas, and replaces a practice that required licensees to manage a percentage of their land base for old-growth biodiversity, 
but did not map those sections of land. The Dawson Creek timber supply area is roughly between the Peace River and 
Kakwa Provincial Park, and Pine Le Moray Provincial Park and the Alberta border.  

In Northern BC, old-growth forests are those that are more than 120 to 140 years old. Old-growth management areas 
create habitat for thousands of plant and animal species including mountain caribou, while allowing for the cultivation of 
non-timber forest products such as mushrooms, berries, and medicinal plants.  

Government of BC News Release 
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City News 

The City of Dawson Creek received a national award for an important, yet rare, practice of listening to staff members in 
an effort to improve services. 

"In lots of organizations, people who are doing the work really do have some great ideas, but organizations don't 
always listen to them," said Sharon Peterson, director of corporate excellence, who announced Dawson Creek was the 
recipient of the National Quality Institute's Canadian Award for Excellence Silver Certificate. 

The National Quality Institute is an independent not-for-profit organization committed to advancing organizational 
excellence across Canada. The city began working with the organization's criteria about five years ago and has since made it 
to Level 3 certification based largely off internal communications. 

"This initiative has certainly got us listening to front-end staff," said Peterson. 'There are only three cities west of 
Ontario that have reached this benchmark so we're really excited about it.” 

On the road to certification, the institute will look at various aspects of a business or corporation including customer 
service, leadership and responsibility towards society and the environment. 

Mayor Mike Bernier said the Level 3 certification validates decisions made by council, despite occasionally rocky 
reception from outspoken citizens. 

“The direction our city’s going in is excellent, it’s the right direction and the staff we have in place to take us there are 
second to none,” he said. 

"The amount of pride that we get, the enjoyment people get coming to work because they buy into the whole idea of 
'how can we make Dawson Creek a better place' is because they believe in that direction too," he said. "It's a perfect 
example of why we won this award." 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

A WA R D  F O R E XC E L L E N C E  S I LV E R  C E R T I F I C AT E 

Canadian Utility Construction Corp. has generously donated $1500 towards the Calvin Kruk Centre for the Arts 
in Dawson Creek.  The funding, in combination with $6.4 million in federal and provincial grants, moves the development 
of the centre one step closer to reality. 

“This donation from Canadian Utility Construction Corporation demonstrates the company’s willingness to participate 
in our community, despite it’s relative newcomer status to the area.  We are very grateful for this show of support toward 
community spirit in the region,” said Dawson Creek Mayor Mike Bernier. 

“Dawson Creek is a wonderful partner,” said Tom Kramer, President and CEO of Canadian Utility Construction Corp.  
“We are proud to support this project, which will strengthen and support the Dawson Creek community, a community we 
are proud to be a part of.” 

The City’s historic post office building will be converted into a community and cultural centre and will include a multi-
purpose theatre, meeting rooms, dance and textile studios and administrative offices.  The centre will provide a venue for 
local arts and will benefit the community by showcasing cultural diversity in the South Peace River area. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

C A N A D I A N  U T I L I T Y  C O N S T RU C T I O N 
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The Dawson Creek RCMP detachment is adding four 
more officers dedicated for service to rural communities. 

The detachment is working with Electoral Area 
Director of Area “D”, Wayne Hiebert, to find a suitable 
location for its satellite detachment. 

Hiebert says the satellite detachment is likely to be 
located in Tomslake and the crews will likely be in 
Tomslake for around six months with the detachment set 
up by fall. 

www.Energeticcity.ca 

RCMP S AT E L L I T E  
O F F I C E ARC Resources Ltd. has become the third oil and 

gas company to throw its weight behind the Calvin Kruk 
Centre for the Arts by recently donating $100,000 towards 
the project. 

This will be the third donation following the leads of 
Huron Energy Corporation, which donated $10,000 in 
June and EnCana, which led the way with a $250,000 
donation in May. 

CAO Jim Chute said donations from large industry 
partners, like ARC, are not only monetarily beneficial but 
are a good indication of their commitment to the area. 

“What’s encouraging is although we are hearing a lot 
about the current commodity pricing for natural gas and 
the warnings of at least a short term slowdown in industry, 
they clearly intend to be here for the long haul,” Chute 
said.  “You wouldn’t have companies like ARC and 
EnCana making these investments in the community if 
their corporate plan wasn’t that they weren’t going to be 
here in the long haul.” 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

ARC R E S O U RC E S  L T D.  

City News 

Ducks Unlimited Canada (DUC) is proposing to 
restore a slough near Dawson Creek that has the potential 
to be an important habitat for waterfowl and other wildlife. 

The Piper Slough would incorporate an 11.8 hectare 
(29 acres) wetland and associated uplands, northwest of 
the city on 17th Avenue.  DUC secured a 30-year 
conservation easement with the property owners, the Piper 
family, to rent the land, and will receive funding for the 
project from EnCana Corp. and DUC’s conservation 
partners. 

DUC has applied for a license from the water 
stewardship division of the Ministry of Environment.  If 
they get approval, they would look to restore and enhance 
the current site, which due to historical drainage, land 
management and infrastructure construction, is not a 
significant habitat for waterfowl throughout the growing 
season. 

Northeast News 

D U C K S  UN L I M I T E D  

The City of Dawson Creek hosted a workshop in July 
to facilitate a discussion on it Affordable Housing 
Strategy. 

A number of community groups were represented, 
most of which belong to the Housing Response Network 
(HRN), and they had a chance to give their opinion on 
what that strategy should look like. 

Margaret Eberle of Eberle Planning and Research was 
hired by the City to help identify the trends and issues 
specific to Dawson Creek, and suggest options on how to 
deal with those issues.  She said here research indicates 
that there is a lack of rental spaces available due to the 
demand from the oil and gas workforce.  As a result, the 
average rent in the city has risen 11% from $563 to $754 
in the last two years.  She said that is $143 more than what 
the average one-person household can afford to pay. 

She said that not only makes it difficult for low to mid
-income individuals to find a home, but it is even harder 
for individuals with mental health and addiction issues or 
disabilities, or people who are looking to get off the street 
or out of transitional housing. 

Northeast News 
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M U R P H Y  OI L  
Murphy Oil Company Ltd. is the most recent oil and gas producer in the area to make a donation towards the Calvin 

Kruk Performing Arts Centre. 
"It think we're on a roll here," said Mayor Mike Bernier, who announced the $50,000 donation earlier this week. "Every 

council meeting I think we've been able to announce another company coming forward with quite a substantial donation." 
This was the sixth such donation in as many council meetings, and Bernier said he would have to work diligently to 

ensure he has another such announcement at the Sept. 14 council meeting. 
"A big thanks to Murphy and all the companies that have been contributing to this project and understand the 

importance of it for our community as we continue to build and grow," said Bernier. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 

Municipalities in British Columbia want the senior levels of government to share more of the cost of RCMP police 
services, and would like more accountability from the federal police force to local governments. 

The current contracts that define the roles and responsibilities of all three levels of government in funding and 
overseeing the RCMP are set to expire on March 31, 2012. The process of negotiations to renew those contracts has begun 
between the federal government and the provincial/territorial governments.  

In a compromise reached between the Union of British Columbia Municipalities (UBCM) and the provincial 
government, local governments will have a representative that will advise the province’s contract renewal team. A local 
government working group (LGWG) of 11 representatives has been established to gather information from municipalities 
on the terms they’d like to see in the negotiations. A day-long session at the UBCM conference this fall will give local 
governments an opportunity to come to a consensus on what those terms should be. 

Jim Chute, CAO for the City of Dawson Creek, and Fred Banham, CAO for the Peace River Regional District, are the 
representatives of the Peace Region on that working group. Chute said while the advisory role for municipalities is a step in 
the right direction, he’s concerned that the interests of the province will ultimately trump any concerns from local 
governments. 

“That is the problem, that wherever our interests as municipalities are different from the provincial interests, the 
provincial interests will rule,” said Chute.  

He added the provincial government may not be willing to take a hard stance with the federal government in 
negotiations because policing is just not as big an issue for the province as it is for municipalities, and the province benefits 
from a good working relationship with Ottawa on other issues like health care and education.  

Currently in British Columbia, municipalities with populations of 15,000 or more pay 90% of their RCMP costs, while 
municipalities between 5,000 and 15,000 pay 70%, with the respective balances being paid by the federal government. 

In towns under 5,000 people and rural areas, local governments and the province each pays 35% of RCMP costs, while 
the federal government pays 30%. 

Chute said policing is the largest single item on the annual budget for most municipalities in the province – as much as 
32%of the budget in Dawson Creek. He said it is not really an issue about which level of government pays for what, since it 
all comes from the same taxpayer in the end, but it’s about the local government’s ability to pay. He said local governments 
can only raise so much money for policing costs through property taxes, which don’t reflect a taxpayer’s income, ability to 
pay, or the level of service needed in a particular community. 

He said it is unlikely, however, that senior levels of government would agree to any terms that would mean more of the 
cost would be borne by them. 

Northeast News 
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When Dawson Creek firefighter Mark Sutton decided to enter the 2009 World Police and Fire Games, he just thought 
he'd give it a try, curious how he'd stack up against some of the other competitors in the swimming pool. 

"I looked at the results from '07 which gave me a baseline. So I had expectations to do reasonably well with the hope 
that I would medal, and if I did, that was just icing on the cake," said Sutton, a full-time firefighter for two years and an 
auxiliary member for the previous eight. 

Turns out he stacked up just fine and did his city and fire department proud by winning a couple of bronze medals and 
narrowly missing a third at the July 31 - Aug. 9 competition in Vancouver. 

The 43-year-old was third in the 100-metre breaststroke. He also teamed up with a woman who works for Canada 
Border Services and a couple of Australians to take a second bronze in the 400-metre mixed relay. And he just barely 
missed a third medal in another final but was out-touched by a swimmer from Hong Kong. 

Along with the thrill of winning medals, Sutton also had the opportunity to build some bonds with other like-minded 
professionals. The event attracted thousands of emergency personnel from around the world, and he made friends with other 
firefighters and police officers. 

"That was the biggest part of it, meeting new people. I made friends with a guy from Michigan. He was a motorcycle 
cop. And there were the swimmers from Australia and a woman from Montreal, and I networked all over the place," 
explained Sutton. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

WO R L D  PO L I C E & FI R E  GA M E S  

The announcement of a proposed natural gas distribution system for Tomslake is some of the best oil and gas related 
news to hit the area in the past year. 

The system is a joint project between Pacific Northern Gas Ltd. (PNG), EnCana and the Peace River Regional 
District and is an example of the benefits created by an oil and gas driven community, said the vice president of operations 
and engineering for PNG. 

The Peace River Regional District has contributed $1,090,750 in financial support to this project through its Fair Share 
fund, while EnCana is providing $150,000. The project consists of the installation of approximately 140 kilometers of 
natural gas distribution mains and related service lines and facilities. Construction is expected to continue throughout the 
fall and into next spring if necessary. 

Gas resources in the area changed dramatically after EnCana and other players began taping the Tomslake area. "Now 
with EnCana out there with a sweetening plant to supply gas to their compressors and what not, PNG was able to strike up a 
deal with EnCana to supply gas to the distribution system," said Hiebert. 

Currently the residents of Tomslake must choose between propane, diesel and electricity to heat their homes. Wayne 
Hiebert, director for electoral Area D said natural gas is less costly than these three sources, adds to property values, 
produces fewer pollutants than propane or diesel and provides security of supply. 

Hiebert said the residents of Tomslake have shown enough interest in switching to natural gas to make the project 
viable and believes interests will peak further when they begin building the system. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

TO M S L A K E R E C E I V E S  HO U S E H O L D  NAT U R A L  G A S  
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TO RC H  RE L AY  GR A N T S  
Dawson Creek and surrounding communities have received 2010 Olympic Torch Relay Community Grants totaling 

$53,000. The grants will help support community spirit festivals for the running of the torch relay across the province 
including through northeast British Columbia. 

The list of local grants include:  
• City of Dawson Creek: $30,000 for a Torch Relay Celebration on January 31, 2010, that will include public 

performers of jiggers, hoop dancers, a community band, a community theatre group show; art displays from local 
schools; a community breakfast; and First Nations dancers. 

• Saulteau First Nations: $7,000 for a Torch Relay Aboriginal festival of traditional drummers and games; a 
community feast; and Métis celebrations on January 31, 2010. 

• Tumbler Ridge: $8,000 for a Torch Relay Welcoming Festival that will include a "Swim Laps to Whistler" contest; 
community breakfast; local musicians; art displays; and a hockey tournament on January 31, 2010. 

• District of Chetwynd: $8,000 for a Torch Relay Welcoming Festival including local live entertainment; bonfire; 
sleigh rides; tobogganing; and face painting on January 31, 2010. 

The 2010 Olympic Flame will be lit on Oct. 22, 2009 and handed over to a representative of Canada in Athens, Greece 
on Oct. 29 before making its trans-Atlantic flight. The flame will visit every province and territory in the country and will 
be carried by approximately 12,000 torchbearers.  

Tumbler Ridge News 
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More workers in the forest sector have access to training opportunities through the $17.25-million Community 
Development Trust (CDT) Tuition Assistance Program due to a change in the definition of forest worker. 

Previously, the Tuition Assistance Program was only available to forestry workers who were directly employed in the 
harvesting, hauling or primary manufacturing sectors. The definition of forest worker for the Tuition Assistance Program 
has expanded to people employed full-time in secondary manufacturing, nurseries and silviculture. More information on the 
new application requirements is available on the CDT website.  

Established in May 2008, the Tuition Assistance Program is one of three programs to help forest workers through the 
Community Development Trust. Through the program, a total of $17.25 million was set aside ($5.75 million per year over 
three years) to help forest workers upgrade their skills and education. Since 2008, the program has assisted more than 2,200 
workers, with access to up to $5,000 each in tuition assistance.  

The $129-million Community Development Trust, first announced in 2008, also includes the $85.5-million Transitional 
Assistance for Older Workers program to help older forest workers transition to retirement and the $26.25-million Job 
Opportunities Program to provide short term employment.  

Government of BC News Release 

Education 
T U I T I O N  PRO G R A M  F O R  FO R E S T RY  WO R K E R S  

Tailoring cook-training at Northern Lights College to meet the needs of northern food services will ensure the new 
program succeeds. 

The old program was cancelled after the 2007 spring session, when enrolment hit an all-time low.  It prepared students 
for fine dining over a 10-month period. 

The new program is based on a Cook 1, 2 and 3 system and students can decide which level they wish to achieve.  They 
can find work after completing only the first level but also have the option of returning for further training at a later date. 

Along with the Cook 1 training, students will receive Camp 1 certification.  This gives them the ability to cook for oil 
and gas or other industry camps found in abundance in northern BC. 

The new program also means the college will reopen the cafeteria to both students, staff and the community. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 

C O O K  TR A I N I N G  AT  NLC 

TA L I S M A N  E N E RG Y DO N AT I O N 
Talisman Energy renewed its support of student awards at Northern Lights College recently with the presentation of 

a cheque for $18,000.  Talisman has been supporting the NIC Foundation's awards program since 2003. In 2009, Talisman 
contributed more than 20 student awards with a focus on Trades and Apprenticeship and Career and College Preparation 
(Adult Basic Education). 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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The federal and provincial governments are investing $7.8 million to build Energy House, the centre piece of the 
Centre for Clean Energy Technologies at the Dawson Creek campus of Northern Lights College, creating up to 50 jobs 
during construction. 

Energy House is an 807 square-metre multi-use facility that combines classrooms and training facilities with 
demonstrations of energy saving and renewable-energy technology and a community meeting hall. The building will 
produce all its energy needs - electricity and heating - through a wind turbine, solar panels, biomass, and geo-exchange 
systems. The building will include a fully functional training lab for wind turbine maintenance, an operational 300KW wind 
turbine on the property and a training tower complete with training platform. 

The project will be built targeting LEED platinum standard - the highest in the Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design building rating system. 

This is one of 11 projects at public, post-secondary institutions across the province that will break ground quickly 
thanks to a joint federal-provincial investment of $64.3 million. This project is also part of an overall $14-billion capital 
infrastructure program supported by the Province to create jobs and vital public infrastructure in every region of B.C. Work 
on the Dawson Creek campus is scheduled to begin by September 

Government of BC News Release 

E N E RG Y HO U S E 

It didn't take long for word to get around that the Dawson Creek Hospital Foundation runs one heck of a golf 
tournament. 

In this the second year of the tourney, organizers recruited 19 teams that played the 18-hole Dawson Creek Golf and 
Country Club Saturday and raised $14,000 for the local health care facility. 

The money raised will go towards the cost of renovating an area of the hospital that will become the new expanded 
cancer unit. 

Organizers already have plans for making next year's tourney bigger and even better. Teams have already signed up to 
play, businesses and other groups have agreed to donate items and help out and organizers are looking at ways to 
accommodate as many teams as possible. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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C O M M U N I T Y  C A N C E R C L I N I C  
The Dawson Creek & District Hospital Community Cancer Clinic is the latest recipient of a substantial donation 

courtesy of Project Pink, and it is safe to say that the staff is "tickled pink" over the arrival of infusion chairs, stretchers and 
a shared expenditure of display shelving. 

Six new Elite Care Recliners complete with heat and massage capabilities line the chemotherapy unit. A smiling Leslie 
Joy and Darlene Irvine, RN's on the unit could not contain their excitement over the new equipment. "These chairs are 
wonderful," said Joy. "Not only do they offer heat and massage, but they have the ability to operate in many different 
positions. Patients can sit upright or recline comfortably with their legs up. We can also put them in the trendellenburg 
position where patients are fully reclined with their feet higher than their head. This position is necessary for those patients 
suffering hypotension. Quite simply, it improves patient comfort and is much more efficient for nursing staff." 

Two stretchers were also purchased for the unit for those patients who undergo chemotherapy with an extended 
protocol. This chemotherapy treatment may take many hours to deliver and the stretchers allow them to lie down 
completely. The mattresses on these stretchers are thicker than other mattresses providing a higher level of comfort for 
patients. 

Display shelves were also purchased in conjunction with Dawson Creek and District Hospital to assist staff in 
providing education to new patients and their families. 

Project Pink was formed in 2007 when a local resident was diagnosed with breast cancer. A group of women from the 
area decided to honour her journey for survival by doing something positive. They created an art calendar called 'Amazing 
Grace', which featured the women anonymously in black and white nude photos. The funds from the sale of the calendars 
went towards the purchase of the equipment. A nursing bursary was also set up to be given out at the local high school. 

Renovations are slated for the Cancer Clinic to begin in the coming months. Once completed, the unit will be an 
efficient use of space providing areas for care and education.  

Dawson Creek Daily News 

Having to be intubated is an unpleasant situation at the best of times, but the Dawson Creek and District Hospitals new 
GlideScope will ensure the procedure goes as quickly as possible, said anesthesiologist Jim Hargreaves. 

A new GlideScope runs about $10,000 and the funding to purchase the new piece of equipment was raised through this 
year's Have a Heart Radio-thon. The system was created over a decade ago. The hospital's head nurse said it is now 
considered standard operating equipment in North American hospitals, but as usual, took a little longer to get to hospitals in 
smaller communities. 

 "It comes down to money," said Kelsey Breault. 
Hargeaves said the first use of the GlideScope took place at the hospital just three days after it arrived and the length of 

time it took to intubate that particular patient was reduced from five to 10 minutes down to almost nothing. 
Hargreaves told how the GlideScope was invented by a surgeon in Vancouver who was tired of listening to anesthetists 

complain about intubating patient with difficult airways. 
When inserting a breathing tube, a number of difficulties can impede the near-blind intubation process required when 

using the traditional laryngoscope. The GlideScope incorporates a camera onto the end of the instrument, allowing medical 
staff to see exactly where it is going by projecting an image of the patient onto an external screen. 

The unit can be used anywhere in the hospital, and Breault said it has already been used successfully about five times 
since being delivered just over a month ago. 
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The Dawson Creek Seals continued to chip away at their personal best times right down to the very last swim meet of 
the summer. 

The latest occasion and the final one for 2009 was at the provincial summer swimming championships Aug. 20-23 in 
Abbotsford where eight Dawson Creek Seals all chopped seconds off their previous best times. 

"We did well. Everybody did better than they were seeded. It was awesome and a good meet to wrap up the season," 
said Dawson Creek Seals coach Genevieve Jin, 

Many of the Seals also were members of the Cariboo-Northeast regional relay teams. 
The championships in the Lower Mainland wrap up a four-month season that began in early May. The Seals opened the 

regional circuit June 6-7 at their own meet and later went to competitions in Prince George, Quesnel, Fort St. John and 
Mackenzie before the regional championships in Prince George Aug. 8-9. 

Some Seals will continue to follow a maintenance program over the winter. Summer swimmers are allowed to train two 
hours a week under the supervision of a coach in the off-season. 
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DC S E A L S  

Recreation & Leisure 

As youths trade tackles and pitches for bar-spins and kick-flips, Dawson Creek’s Parks & Recreation department strives 
to facilitate the needs of the extreme sports culture. 

Dawson Creek currently sports a modern skatepark, and Barry Reynard, director of Parks & Recreation, would like to 
build on its success to keep the users interested. 

“As we see in extreme sports, when things get boring or non-challenging, kids will start to push it to the next level,” 
said Reynard. 

He added Parks & Recreation staff have been meeting regularly with a number of local youths he calls “the extreme 
group” in order to access their needs and ensure that the “push to the next level” does not take place at the expense of 
private property. 

Many of the manoeuvres employed by extreme athletes involve jumping only or sliding across objects such as rails, 
benches and curbs.  This will often cause damage to property and be viewed as vandalism.  Reynard said this was a 
common occurrence before the extreme crowd was given a proper facility. 

The Dawson Creek Skateboard Park was created in 2004 to facilitate the large number of youths who were looking for 
an outlet for their newly developed talent.  The park’s name remains five years later, although as many, if not more bicycles 
can be seen negotiating the ramps and spines throughout the day. 

Reynard expressed a wish to improve the pedal dirt track located behind Rotary Lake.  City council recently approved a 
Natural Environment and Hazardous Conditions permit for an area slated for the track’s relocation. 

The current track has been in existence for decades but has been identified by Parks & Recreation and the users of the 
facility as being in need of an upgrade to facilitate the changing needs of the sport. 

Future projects such as expanding on the existing skatepark, creating additional bike paths around the city, or even 
developing the Bear Mountain Ski Hill for mountain bikers are also a possibility. 
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DC H O R S E  C LU B 
Ten years after the Dawson Creek Horse Club started, some of its members must be wondering what they ever did 

without the organization. 
The 50 members regularly take part in the many clinics the club offers most every month of the year, attend the annual 

horse show put on by the organization, rely on each other for expert advice and enjoy the camaraderie of other horse lovers. 
"We started out as a group just wanting to do a few clinics and a lot of the people who started wanted motivation - 

someone to ride with - and it just keeps building and building," said president of the Dawson Creek Horse Club Rose 
Cousins. 

It most certainly has been building. The club has members of all ages and has become a solid fixture among local 
riders, whether they jump or ride English, western or dressage. 

Some compete, while others ride for fun, but all can pick up skills at the many local clinics whether they be held winter, 
summer, spring or fall. 

In the early days, before the Lakota Agri-plex, about $8,000 a year was going through the club to pay for clinics. More 
recently that number has grown more than four-fold to $35,000 - a testament to the growth in the number of clinics that the 
organization pays for. 

The clinics cover a variety of horse-related topics and range from one oddly called "Is Your Horse a Rock Star" (which 
looks at the personalities of horses) to a jumping class put on by former Olympian Robin Hahn. 

But the club is far more than clinics. The organization also offers lessons Wednesday and Sunday from October to 
May. It recently held its annual three-day horse show this weekend at the outdoor arena at the Dawson Creek fairgrounds. 
The club has raised money to buy a dressage ring and is now working on purchasing a covered trailer for the club's ring and 
jumps. And of course there's the expertise that each member brings to the organization. 

"We are growing and we certainly have different people out here who know their jobs. We have people who are good at 
fitting saddles to horses and we have people who are good at looking after horse's feet and different areas of horsemanship. 
We are a pretty well-rounded group." 

And that expertise is rubbing off on some of the younger promising members who have a reasonable shot at qualifying 
for the B.C. Summer Games in the coming years. 
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Organizers of the Dawson Creek Rodeo couldn't have picked a better weekend for the annual event to be showcased for 
the first time on the Canadian Wrangler Rodeo Tour. 

Perfect weather conditions coupled with an entry list that included the best cowboy and cowgirls in Canada and the 
U.S. resulted in some of the largest crowds in recent memory watching some of the best talent in rodeo today. 

"I was totally impressed. It was a great show," said Dale Leschiutta,, the president of the Canadian Professional Rodeo 
Association shortly after Sunday’s performance. 

In the past, the annual Dawson Creek show in early August has attracted some of the best cowpokes in Canada and the 
odd American cowboy. But now that the Dawson Creek show is one of 11 on the Wrangler Tour, more Americans have also 
entered the local event. 

The top 10 Tour competitors will qualify for the Wrangler Canadian Rodeo Tour finals in Calgary. Beyond that, the top 
two Wrangler finalists in each event in Calgary will earn a ticket to the 2009 CFR and also a bye into the 2010 Calgary 
Stampede. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

DC R O D E O  



- 39 - 

P E AC E F E S T  & E C O FA I R  

Rockers Buckcherry will be hitting the stage at the EnCana Events Centre in Dawson Creek on Aug. 20, and lead 
singer Josh Todd said fans can expect a high-energy show that night.  

“We just try to give everybody their money’s worth,” said Todd, in a phone interview. “That’s something I write down 
every night, I want to give people their money’s worth, I want to inspire somebody. That’s what our goal is, to hopefully 
inspire people to do what they want to do in their lives, their passion, regardless of whether that’s music or not.” 

The singer said that his band is excited to be playing in Dawson Creek for the first time, in front of fans that maybe 
have not seem them live, or people who are hearing them for the first time. 

The Los Angeles-based group’s latest album, Black Butterfly, released last September, has received critical acclaim 
and earned the band their first top ten debut on Billboard’s Top 200 in 2008, debuting at number eight. It was also named 
Rock Album of the Year by iTunes critics, and two singles from the album made the top ten for best rock songs on iTunes. 
Perhaps the strangest accolade is that horror novelist Stephen King named Black Butterfly Album of the Year in his online 
column for Entertainment Weekly. 

Todd admits there was some pressure on the band when making the record to exceed the success of their previous one, 
the platinum-selling 15, which earned them a Grammy nomination, but he said that was a good thing.  

Buckcherry cites bands like Led Zepplin and Aerosmith as influences to their music, and they will be joining legendary 
rockers KISS for an upcoming tour, which local fans are hoping will stop in Dawson Creek. Todd said the band is excited to 
join one of the band’s they’ve idolized, and a band they joined for one of their first tours.  

For their show on Aug. 20, Buckcherry will be joined by a trio of Canadian bands: Default, fresh off a stint at Grizzfest 
in Tumbler Ridge; Edmonton veterans Social Code; and Inward Eye from Winnipeg. 
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B U C KC H E R RY  C O N C E RT 

An event planned for Dawson Creek on Aug. 22 will combine music and the environment for a day of entertainment 
and to raise money for a good cause. 

The Peace Fest and Eco-Fair will take place at the Walter Wright Pioneer Village off the Alaska Highway . The event 
will feature local artists, crafters and "green" businesses showcasing their professions, and musicians from all over the 
Peace, showcasing their musical gifts. Proceeds will go to support the Special Olympics. 

The Eco-Fair is being organized by the Northern Environmental Action Team (NEAT), a not-for-profit community 
organization based in Fort St. John, which promotes conservation, recycling and other sustainable practices. It is the first 
such event planned for Dawson Creek, although there has also been one for the last two years in Fort St. John. The Eco-Fair 
was originally scheduled for earlier in the summer and was postponed due to some scheduling issues, but organizers saw an 
opportunity to combine the event with Peace Fest, a venue for musicians that began several years ago. 

Local vendors will be supplying plenty of food and beverages for people to enjoy during the event. 
More than a dozen musical acts will perform during the 12-hour event, including Haven, a rock group fronted by 

Dawson Creek Mayor Mike Bernier. The band has been on hiatus since Bernier was elected to public office four years ago, 
but will reunite for the event. 

The Northeast News' own Wayne Ezeard will not only be playing some of his music, but will also be reading some 
poems from his new book, "Where Eagles Soar," a collection of cowboy poetry and short stories. Ezeard has been involved 
with Peace Fest since it began, and he said he thinks adding the Eco-Fair is a great idea to give the crowd something to do in 
between musical acts. 

Peacefest organizers don't have the official tally but co-organizer Al Cameron estimated they raised upwards of SI,500 
to SI,800 throughout the day. All of the proceeds will go towards local Special Olympians. He said those funds came from 
gate sales, vendor proceeds and a few attendees with big hearts. 
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