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The Dawson Creek Community Profile & 

Investment Guide and In the News are filled with 
information and statistical data.  Although every 
effort was made in good faith to ensure the accuracy 
of information contained herein, Dawson Creek 
Catholic Social Services accepts no warranty nor 
accepts liability from any incorrect, incomplete or 
misleading information or its improper use.  For more 
information, please contact The City of Dawson Creek 
at 250-784-3600. 

 
Dawson Creek Catholic Social Services 

January 2008 

www.dawsoncreek.ca 
For more information about the City of Dawson 
Creek, its inhabitants, lifestyle and businesses, 

please contact: 
Mayor Mike Bernier 

City of Dawson Creek 
P.O. Box 150, 

Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 4G4 
Phone:  250-784-3616 

Fax:  250-782-3203 
Email:  admin@dawsoncreek.ca 
http://www.dawsoncreek.ca/  
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Employment 
November  2009  

In October 2009, the unemployment rate in BC is 7.6% and 7.1% in Alberta.  

Northeastern BC Unemployment Rates   
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

2003 8.9 8.2 7.1 7.2 6.7 7.2 7.2 7.7 7.9 6.8 6.0 4.3 
2004 4.4 4.2 4.6 5.0 6.3 8.3 9.0 8.0 6.3 4.7 —* —* 
2005 4.9 4.5 5.0 4.1 5.4 5.2 4.9 4.2 4.4 4.4 —* —* 
2006 —* —* —* —* —* 4.4 —* —* 4.2 5.2 4.9 —* 
2007 —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* 

* The unemployment rate for Northeastern BC has been suppressed due to high sample variance. 

2008 —* —* —* 4.3 5.0 5.9 6.2 6.3 5.8 5.0 4.5 3.6 
2009 4.6 4.6 6.5 6.5 8.4 7.7 7.9 8.3 7.9 7.2   

British Columbia’s unemployment rate jumped to 8.3% (seasonally adjusted) in October, reaching its 
highest level since September 2003. With the latest increase in the jobless rate, the incidence of unemployment in BC 
is now only marginally lower than the Canadian average (8.6%). 

The increase in BC’s jobless rate was driven by a drop in employment (-0.6%, or a loss of 12,900 jobs) combined with 
an 8,100-strong increase (+0.3%) in the number of people who were either working or looking for work. 

October’s decline in employment reversed most of the job gains in September. Job losses were concentrated in the 
goods sector, where employment fell 2.0%. Workers in manufacturing (-7.2%) were particularly hard hit. Construction (-
0.3%) employment inched back as well, but other industries in the goods sector were hiring workers. 

In the service sector, job losses were modest (-0.2%) and were concentrated in a few industries, primarily information, 
culture & recreation (-3.3%), educational services (-2.1%), public administration (-1.7%) and retail & wholesale trade (-
0.9%). The accommodation & food services industry posted a second month of solid job growth (+1.6%) after reducing its 
workforce earlier in the year. 

Employment was down in both the public (-1.3%) and private (-1.4%) sectors, but self-employment increased 
significantly (+2.8%). 

The number of full-time jobs was unchanged from September while part-time employment shrank 2.5%.   Data Source: 
Statistics Canada 

Among the regions, unemployment rates were lowest in Northeast (7.2%, three-month-moving average), 
Thompson-Okanagan (7.3%) and Mainland/Southwest (7.4%). Unemployment rates remained well into the double-
digits in Cariboo (11.5%) and North Coast/Nechako (10.0%).   Data Source: Statistics Canada 

BC Stats Infoline Issue: 09-44 November 6, 2009 

LA B O U R FO RC E 

OGC O P E N H O U S E 
The Oil & Gas Commission was accepting applications for positions at the office in Dawson Creek. 
Jobseekers had a chance to fill-out applications and ask questions about the positions available.  A few staff members 

were present to help answer questions and guide the jobseekers through the application process. 
Steve Simons, leader of corporate affairs division, said the OGC is seeing more applications coming in for permits for 

industry-related activities, and they want to make sure they have the resources in place to be ahead of the expected increase 
in activity.   

Northeast News 
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Construction 
B U I L D I N G  P E R M I T S  

For the month of October 2009, there were 12 
building permits issued.  Total value of construction was 
$3,934,500.  The permits were issued for four single 
family dwelling, one duplex, five garage/renovation, and 
two institutional.  Year-to-date figures show there were 
100 building permits issued.  Total value of construction is 
$30,769,408.  The permits were issued for 26 single family 
dwellings, six duplexes, three multi-family, 40 garage/
renovation, 16 commercial, four institutional and four 
industrial. 

City of Dawson Creek 

Employment 

By Gina Teel 
It’s tough to think of a skilled labour shortage in the midst of an economic downturn rife with unemployment, but the 

federal government is moving to address chronic staffing problems in the petroleum sector now, well ahead of an 
anticipated rebound. 

With growth in the petroleum industry anticipated to eclipse available skills and labour, the Petroleum Human 
Resources Council of Canada has received $405,797 in federal funds to support a project that gives companies the resources 
they need to recruit, retain and develop their workforce. 

The funding infusion, from the federal sector council program, is earmarked for the council’s ‘Increasing the Talent’ 
project and online tool kit, geared toward enabling the industry to develop better recruitment and retention strategies. 

Council chief executive Cheryl Knight said attracting and retaining skilled workers is an “ongoing and ever present 
challenge.” 

“It will continue to be a concern, but especially in the areas that we refer to as hard to recruit locations,” she said at the 
announcement. 

Included here is the oilsands and other areas in northern Alberta and Northern B.C. 
The funding will help employers incorporate strategies and practices into their day to day practices, like learning how 

to highlight workplace features, such as a strong volunteer base, when shopping themselves to prospective employees. 
Elizabeth Aquin, senior vice-president, Petroleum Services Association of Canada, said the program will be like having 

a virtual human resources department and of use to her membership, which represents about 18 different sectors. 
The resource is aimed at small and medium-sized businesses. 

© Copyright The Calgary Herald 

F E D E R A L  FU N D S  TA RG E T  LA B O U R  SH O RTAG E  I N  
A  D E P R E S S E D OI L PAT C H 

Photo by E. Mayoh 
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NUMBER OF WELLS DRILLED 
IN BC  

1997 583 

1998 652 

1999 627 

2000 777 

2001 882 

2002 646 

2003 1049 

2004 1213 

Oil & Gas Commission 

2005 1376 

2006 1416 

2007 899 

2008 882 

2009 571 

OIL & GAS SALES 

BC’s 2008 year-end total was $2.66 
billion as 756,752 hectares were 

auctioned off at an average of $3,518 per 
hectare. 

Total 2006 - $629.85 million 

Total 2005 - $533.99 million 

Total 2004 - $232 million 

Total 2003 - $646.68 million 

Total 2002 - $288.54 million 

Total 2001 - $439.47 million 

Total 2000 - $248.24 million 

Total 1999 - $176.17 million 

Total 1998 - $94.34 million 

Total 1997 - $211.70 million 
Nickle’s Energy Group 

Total 2007 - $1.047 billion 

Energy 
O I L  & GA S  SA L E 

November  2009  

As of December 1, 2009, there were 38 rigs drilling, 6 rigs released 
and 11 rigs prepped to spud. 

Oil & Gas Commission 

A C T I V E OI L  R I G S  

Photo by New Harvest Media 

The November 2009 BC land rights sale resulted in nearly $20 
million in bonus bids, bringing the calendar year to date total to $720.6 
million.  The 2009 sales are off from $2.6 billion the province had 
collected to the same point last year. Per hectare averages have also fallen 
to $2,110 from $3,692 in  2008. 

The Nov. 18 sale offered 44 parcels in northeast B.C. covering 21,333 
hectares, and sold 31 parcels covering 17,645 hectares. The average price 
per hectare was $1,130. The key parcels in the sale included: 

Three leases in the Montney north of Dawson Creek with bids 
between $5,308 and $8,662 per hectare for a total of more than $5.4 
million. 

November 2008 $114.95 million 
November 2007 $54.95 million 
November 2006 $6.84 million 
November 2005 $58.31 million 
November 2004 $11.80 million 
November 2003 $22.23 million 
November 2002 $32.8 million 
November 2001 $20.62 million 
November 2000 $10.22 million 
November 1999 $9.1 million 
November 1998 $3.9 million 
November 1997 $13.8 million 

Province of BC News Release 
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Energy 
November  2009  

Monterey Exploration Ltd. has drilled and cased a 100% working interest horizontal Montney test well at 4-30- 80-
20 W6M and commenced completion operations in November 2009. 

The 1 800 metre horizontal section was fracture stimulated in six separate stages using limited entry slick water multi-
stage fracture technology. Completion operations also included the application of micro-seismic technology with recording 
equipment placed in Monterey's vertical offset monitor well at 3-25-80-21 W6 for the duration of the completion. The micro
-seismic data will be used in the evaluation of the 4-30 well and to assist in the design and optimization of the corporation's 
future horizontal drilling and completion operations of the Montney formation in the Groundbirch area. 

The 4-30 well was flow tested up four and a half inch casing and had a measured natural gas rate of approximately nine 
mmcf per day with a flowing wellhead pressure of 7,000 kilopascals after 48 hours of continuous production testing. 

The well is now shut-in for pressure buildup and Monterey is currently processing and evaluating the micro seismic 
data to obtain a better technical understanding of the overall effectiveness of the fracture stimulation. 

The estimated total cost to drill and complete this well was $6.1 million in line with the original budget estimate of $6 
million. 

The second 100% horizontal location at 2-21-80-21 W6M continues to drill ahead on schedule at approximately 2 000 
metres depth and is estimated to reach total vertical depth for formation log evaluation at the end of November and total 
horizontal length sometime in the middle of December. 

Monterey said its management is very encouraged with the results to date at Groundbirch and will continue to update 
the shareholders as additional drilling and completion results are obtained and evaluated. 

JuneWarren-Nickle's Energy Group 

Spectra Energy's $100 million 95 kilometre 
South Peace Pipeline, which extends Spectra Energy's 
existing raw gas gathering system in the rapidly 
developing Montney/Doig/Cadomin plays in northeast 
British Columbia has been successfully placed into 
service. 

The pipeline, which has a capacity in excess of 
220 million cubic feet per day, provides Montney 
producers in the emerging South Peace region with 
access to our vast Fort St. John area infrastructure, 
including our McMahon gas processing plant. 

Over the past two years Spectra also completed a 
turnaround of its processing facilities at the plant, 
which is now capable of operating at its full design 
capacity of 740 mmcf per day. 

JuneWarren-Nickle's Energy Group 

S P E C T R A  E N E RG Y 

M O N T E R E Y E X P L O R AT I O N 
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Energy 
November  2009  

Balancing growth in its Northeastern British Columbia natural assets with spending on horizontal drilling opportunities 
on its oil properties will be the focus of ARC Energy Trust's $575 million capital spending budget for 2010. 

Based on 2010 budget projections, ARC will drill approximately 203 gross (187 net) wells on its operated properties. 
Approximately half will be vertical wells and half will be horizontal wells with 96 wells targeting oil and 107 wells 
targeting natural gas. ARC anticipates its share of expenditures on non-operated properties will be $53 million as its 
partners drill 91 (18 net) wells. 

Nine per cent of the budget will be directed towards exploration opportunities and seven per cent to a continuation and 
expansion of the inventory of enhanced oil recovery projects from Weyburn, Saskatchewan to Redwater, Alberta. 

ARC expects to allocate more than 50% of its capital budget to the northeast BC - northwest Alberta region. 
At Dawson, in northeast British Columbia, it plans to spend $217 million to commission its first 60 mmcf per day gas 

plant early in the second quarter of 2010, for design and preliminary construction for a second 60 mmcf per day plant and 
the drilling of 32 horizontal and three vertical wells. This activity is designed to increase operated production to a stabilized 
rate of 105 mmcf per day upon completion of the gas plant from 55 mmcf per day in 2009. When the new plant is 
operational, it will displace approximately 10 mmcf per day of production currently processed at a third-party operated plant 
due to facility constraints. 

ARC also plans to focus on exploration, delineation and technological development within the West Montney assets. It 
will budget $47 million for further delineation drilling on the ARC operated lands along with continued development of a 
partner operated Montney project at Sunrise that will contribute a stable 10 mmcf per day net to ARC in 2010. The trust 
expects to have 60 mmcf per day of production on the operated lands at Sunrise in early 2012. 

An additional $20 million has been allocated towards Montney development and exploration on the Alberta side of the 
border at Pouce Coupe, Progress and Valhalla. 

The non-operated budget capital will be dominated by activity in Weyburn, Midale and Instow, Saskatchewan as well 
as the Montney program in the Sunrise area of northeast British Columbia. 

Throughout the first nine months of 2009, the trust's total corporate royalty rate was 16% compared to 18% per in 2008 
as a result of the changes to government royalty programs whereby lower commodity prices throughout 2009 resulted in a 
lower corporate royalty rate. ARC expects to benefit from the royalty incentive programs in 2010 and 2011 as it executes a 
capital program that includes significant development plans in British Columbia. The trust is forecasting a corporate royalty 
rate in the 15% to 21% cent range in 2010, depending upon commodity prices and the level of incentives realized. 

ARC is forecasting $260 million of total operating costs for 2010. The low operating cost of the Montney production 
additions will contribute to a two per cent decrease in per unit operating costs to approximately $10.30 per BOE from the 
2009 estimated value of $10.50 per BOE. 

JuneWarren-Nickle's Energy Group 

Talisman’s focus in the Montney shale in 2009 has been in the Greater Groundbirch, Greater Farrell and Greater 
Cyprus areas in BC. The Company expects to complete 20 pilot wells this year (11 horizontal). 

Talisman intends to move segments of the play to commercial development at the beginning of 2010. 
With the pilot phase just being completed, and the competitive dynamics of the area, Talisman is not providing 

guidance on D&C costs, IPs or EURs at this time. However, the Company expects a full cycle breakeven of approximately 
C$4/mcf. 

The Company started the year with 178,000 acres in the Montney shale, 85,000 of which were internally high-graded as 
Tier 1 acreage. Talisman has been an active participant in Montney land sales this year, adding over 80,000 Tier 1 acres (at 
an average cost C$3,500/acre) year-to-date, doubling its Tier 1 acreage to 166,000 acres. Talisman believes it has 
approximately 3,000 net well locations on this acreage. 

In total, Talisman currently holds 270,000 net acres in the Montney shale. 
www.talisman-energy.co 

TA L I S M A N 

ARC E N E RG Y TRU S T  

http://www.talisman-energy.co


- 8 - 

Energy 
November  2009  

Storm Exploration Inc. has set a preliminary capital budget of between $80 million and $85 million next year, 
which will include drilling 21 gross wells (17 net). 

This will consist of nine Montney horizontal wells (8.4 net) at Parkland, two Jean Marie horizontal wells (two net) in 
the Junior area and two Horn River Basin shale horizontals (0.8 net). This also includes the expenditure of $15 million to 
$20 million at Horn River to advance development. No major infrastructure expenditures are being considered at the 
moment. 

Exit production in the final quarter of 2010 should hit roughly 9,500 to 10,000 bbls of oil equivalent per day and the 
corporate royalty rate is expected to average 20% which does not include the impact of British Columbia's royalty 
incentives. 

Storm drilled four gross wells (all 100% working interest) with 100% success resulting in four gas wells including one 
horizontal Montney development well at Parkland. 

Storm's guidance for 2009 remains largely unchanged from its last update with capital spending estimated at $68 
million including $16 million to be invested in expanding infrastructure at Parkland and $9 million for the acquisition of a 
gross overriding royalty at Parkland which was completed in the first quarter. This does not include the impact of the 
recently announced disposition of non-core properties in the Grande Prairie area. 

The Parkland/Fort St. John area is the largest of Storm's core areas with net production averaging 6,130 BOE per day in 
the third quarter. During the quarter, approximately 240 BOE per day were shut in or curtailed due to low natural gas prices. 
Current production is approximately 6,000 BOE per day with no production shut in or curtailed. 

Roughly $16 million has been budgeted in 2009 to expand Storm's infrastructure at Parkland. In the first quarter, $4 
million was invested in completing a second facility which is currently capable of processing 12 mmcf per day and has been 
designed to be readily expandable to 50 mmcf per day of capacity. 

Construction has started on an expansion of this facility to 25 mmcf per day of capacity and on the addition of a 
refridge plant. Total cost for this expansion is estimated to be $12 million with $4.2 million having been invested by the end 
of the third quarter. Management expects the expansion to be operational by early December and should result in liquids 
recoveries increasing from 16 to 45 bbls per mmcf of sales gas on volumes processed through this facility. 

Approximately one-third of Storm's current production at Parkland will continue to be processed at the McMahon gas 
plant where liquids recoveries will be unchanged from current levels. Natural gas liquids production at the Parkland 
property is expected to increase by 400 to 600 bbls per day and an estimated two to three million bbls of natural gas liquids 
should be added to the company's proven plus probable reserves (based on the discovered petroleum initially in-place and 
recoverable raw gas recognized in the 2008 year-end reserve evaluation). 

Geological mapping completed by Storm suggests that its Montney discovery at Parkland could be as large as 15 to 17 
net sections. 

Production from the Montney currently totals 28 mmcf per day of gross raw gas from 15 horizontal Montney gas wells 
and 11 Montney vertical wells. The first year rate from Storm's horizontal wells is averaging approximately 2.4 mmcf per 
day of raw gas which represents a sales volume of 425 BOE per day per well. 

The majority of the horizontal wells drilled in the Montney discovery at Parkland will qualify for a recently expanded 
deep well credit program in B.C. which provides for a benefit of roughly $900,000 per horizontal well. 

JuneWarren-Nickle's Energy Group 

S T O R M  E X P L O R AT I O N 
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Energy 
November  2009  

The Petroleum Services Association of Canada (PSAC) does not expect to see any increase in drilling in 
2010 with a decline in Alberta offsetting with gains in British Columbia, Saskatchewan and Manitoba. 

The association released its forecast estimating 8,000 wells will be drilled (rig released) across Canada for 2010. This 
is in line with the expected final tally for 2009, also of 8,000 wells drilled, which is 1,500 fewer wells than predicted in 
July 2009. 

“Drilling activity levels are plateauing as we ride out this recession,” said Roger Soucy, president of PSAC, in a news 
release. “Last year at this time, we were expecting to see more than 16,000 wells drilled in 2009. But activity slowed 
substantially throughout the year as the recession dug in. We are now at a much lower activity level that we think will be 
sustained in 2010.” 

On a provincial basis for 2010, PSAC estimates 5,095 wells drilled in Alberta and 630 in British Columbia, 
representing a decrease of five per cent in Alberta and an increase of seven per cent in B.C. over expected 2009 drilling 
levels. 

Saskatchewan’s drilling rate in 2010 will see a 10% increase to 1,935 wells. Drilling in Manitoba will see a 22% 
increase to 300 wells. 

PSAC is basing its 2010 forecast on average natural gas prices of $5 per mcf (AECO) and crude oil prices of $72 
(U.S.) per bbl (West Texas Intermediate). 

JuneWarren-Nickle's Energy Group 

Murphy Oil Corporation's Tupper property in 
Northeastern British Columbia was a major contributor to 
higher natural gas production in the first nine months of 
2009, when gas sales jumped to 147 mmcf per day from 57 
mmcf per day in 2008. 

The greater-than-150% increase was primarily due to 
volumes produced at Tupper, a tight natural gas sands play, 
and Kikeh, Murphy's offshore field in Malaysia, both of 
which commenced gas production in December 2008. 

Tupper volumes have been averaging 80 mmcf per day, 
reaching the company's gas plant capacity.  Plans to 
reconfigure the plant to 90 mmcf per day are being finalized. 

During the third quarter of 2009 Murphy sanctioned 
Tupper West, the next phase in development of its overall 
acreage. Production there should commence in the second 
quarter of 2011, using a 180 mmcf per day new-build gas 
plant. 

"Well testing has been very positive in Tupper West. It 
should be long-life contributed to production and a real 
winner for us," said David Wood, president and chief 
executive officer. 

Exploration expenses were $184 million in 2009 
compared to $210.3 million in 2008 as the current-year 
period primarily included lower expenses for seismic 
acquisitions in the Gulf of Mexico and leasehold 
amortization at Tupper properties in Western Canada. 

JuneWarren-Nickle's Energy Group 

M U R P H Y  OI L   

D R I L L I N G  FO R E C A S T  2010  

Photo by E. Mayoh 
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Energy 
At present EnCana's biggest resource play in BC is Cutbank Ridge, where production averaged 322 mmcf a day in 

the third quarterof 2009. Roughly 180 mmcf a day of EnCana's current Cutbank output is from the Montney formation. 
Drilling in the area next year is expected to roughly match this year's 52 wells, and spending will probably be in the 

$400-500 million range. 
The Montney costs have fallen by 70-80% in the last four to five years and much of the reduction was due to the use of 

fit-for-purpose rigs and improvements in fracturing technology. 
EnCana continues to drill longer Montney wells with bigger fracs with some recent horizontals measuring more 2 500 

metres. Some of EnCana's Montney wells are coming onstream at more than 10 mmcf a day with expected ultimate 
recoveries of up to five bcf, or even 10 bcf, per well. 

In the Alberta Deep Basin at Bighorn, where costs have fallen to about $4.5 million from $5.5 million per well Encana 
expects 2010 spending to be in the $300-350 million range. EnCana will probably drill about 50 to 60 wells in 2010, 
matching or slightly exceeding its expected 2009 well count. 

JuneWarren-Nickle's Energy Group 

E N C A N A 

Honesty is the best policy, especially when it comes to oil and gas activity, says Shell northeastern BC operations 
manager, who gave a frank discussion on his company's future plans in the South Peace at a Dawson Creek City Council 
meeting. 

Dahlin spend half-an-hour giving city council an update on the work Shell is doing just west of the city in the 
Groundbirch area, called the Montney Play. Shell was last active in the Peace Region in the '80s and returned when it took 
possession of Duvernay Gas Corp. in 2008.  Currently it has 150 producing wells, which it plans on doubling in the next 
two years.  

During the presentation, Dahlin referenced a map showing Shell's current activity throughout the 200 sections of land it 
currently owns leases on. 

Dahlin listed the major issues people have when companies start extracting natural gas from the landscape and how his 
company is doing its best to mitigate those issues. 

"The biggest complaint we get from our neighbours, from our community, is the traffic on the road," Dahlin said, 
adding a rig move involves about 100 trucks over three days. "There is noise and dust and the intensity of it." 

One of the biggest innovations for gas companies in the past decade is drilling multiple wells on a single well pad. 
Dahlin said there are a number of benefits to this practice, one of which is reducing the need to move equipment to a 
number of different well sites in a single area. 

Current technology allows for the drilling of about five wells from one 100-metre by 200-metre pad, but Shell expects 
that will increase to 20 wells per pad by 2011. The result will be lower footprint, less expensive, gas extraction. 

"There are very clear environmental benefits, but there's clear economic benefits for us too," he said. 
Shell is also working with the Ministry of Transportation to upgrade roads and engage the community to establish 

"preferred routing" for large vehicles. 
Another impact area Shell has identified as an issue and is trying to improve on is water use. Water is needed to release 

natural gas and the current source of that water is recycled water, surface water, wells and rivers, including the Kiskatinaw. 
"The Kiskatinaw is not the long-term solution," Dahlin said. "Personally, I think for the long-term solution, we need to 

get it out of the Peace River, or a really deep formation that there's no other use for." 
Flaring has been a subject of contention between oil and gas companies and area residents for decades. The Ministry of 

Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources recently announced the phasing out of flaring by 2016 but Dahlin said while they 
can get rid of flaring at well-sites, flaring at the production facility cannot stop. 

"We must have a small flare running 24-hours a day because if the facility goes down, through any mechanical hiccup, 
you don't want that H2S (sour gas) hanging around," he said. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

SH E L L  C A N A DA 
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City News 
November  2009  

A much-anticipated project in Dawson Creek just got a 
bit closer to reality this week. 

Shell Canada recently donated $150,000 to the Calvin 
Kruk Centre for the Arts. 

The new centre will transform the City's historic post 
office into a community and cultural facility. The building 
will include a multi-purpose theatre, meeting rooms, dance 
and textile studios, as well as administrative offices. 

The Centre will be named in honour of the late mayor of 
Dawson Creek, Calvin Kruk, who passed away on October 
19, 2008 from lung cancer. 

Earlier this year, the Federal and Provincial 
governments announced a $6.4 million grant towards the 
facility. 

MHPM Project Managers will manage the project and 
Hotson Bakker Boniface Haden Architects will provide 
architectural services. 

In a news release, current Dawson Creek Mayor Mike 
Bernier says "The donation from Shell exemplifies the 
company's commitment to our community. We are very 
grateful for its continued support and participation in the 
region." 

www.energeticcity.ca 

G R A N T S- I N-LI E U O F  
TA X E S  

SH E L L  C A N A DA  
DO N AT E S  

The Province, through the Ministry of Citizens' 
Services, is providing $15.9 million to 63 B.C. 
municipalities as grants-in-lieu of property taxes for 
2009. 

In the past, it was the practice that one level of 
government did not tax the property of another level of 
government. However, beginning in the 1960s, the 
Province began to recognize its responsibility to 
compensate municipalities for local services that 
benefited these properties. such as roads, sewers and fire 
protection. 

Grants-in-lieu of property taxes are distributed as a 
way to compensate municipalities for services that 
benefited government properties. The grants are based 
on the assessed value of provincially-owned office 
buildings and other properties in each municipality. 
Funds are distributed electronically, saving time, money 
and paper. 

Each municipality sends a portion of its grant-in-
lieu to its regional district, and those local governments 
use the money to help pay for local services. 

Dawson Creek will receive $108,419.00. 
Government of BC News Release 

Residents of the South Peace Fringe Area are being asked to participate in a community resident survey that will help 
shape the Official Community Plan for that area. 

The "fringe area" encompasses an area outside of the Dawson Creek municipal boundaries that extends east along the 
Highway 97 South corridor to Arras and south along the Highway 2 corridor to the Alberta border. The OCP Community 
Advisory Committee (CAC), along with the Peace River Regional District and hired consultants from Focus Corporation, 
crafted the questionnaire as a way for residents to give their opinions on what priorities should be focused on in drafting the 
OCP. 

The survey will be mailed to between 450 and 500 randomly-selected residents in the area and more copies will be 
made available at the PRRD office in Dawson Creek for anyone else who is interested.  CAC member Judy Madden said a 
survey will be available for anybody who wants to fill one out, and they hope to get as much feedback as possible. 

Madden said the surveys will he collected by Focus Corporation and compiled into a template that will list the priorities 
identified and include the comments submitted as well. She said those priorities will help the committee use its time 
efficiently to try and address the most pressing issues and include those when creating the new OCP. She said the results of 
the survey will be shared with the public and there will be many other opportunities for residents to give their input 
throughout the process. 

Northeast News 

F R I N G E A R E A  OCP 
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Photo by Peace PhotoGraphics 

D R A F T  OCP 
Residents of Dawson Creek had another opportunity to give their feedback on the direction of land use and 

development as a second round of public consultations on the Official Community Plan update began last week. 
However, instead of holding one open house at a specific date and location as was done earlier in the year, city 

administration decided to put up displays in eight high-traffic locations throughout the city and invited people to write their 
comments at their own leisure.  Emanuel Machado, director of corporate planning, said administration recognized the old 
way of communicating wasn’t working. 

“You’re having eight open houses, essentially,” explained Machado.  “We’re trying to find ways to communicate with 
people where they’re at.” 

The OCP also addresses affordable housing, which is an issue residents are most concerned about according to previous 
consultations.  

The OCP includes policies around protecting sensitive areas, preserving and enhancing parklands and maintaining a 
tree-planting program. The city will continue to pursue its greenhouse gas reduction targets by looking to reduce the 
financial barriers to energy retrofits, encouraging development of alternative, clean energy technologies, and increasing 
public awareness of incentives and opportunities to "green" their homes and businesses. 

The draft OCP encompasses policies and objectives around land use, housing, transportation, the environment and 
economic development, guided by common sustainability principles. In terms of land use, there are a number of policies 
around encouraging new development and redevelopment of the downtown core, which has been defined in the OCP as the 
intended in-fill/redevelopment area. 

Machado said although there are abundant development reserve lands on the edge of the city, focusing development 
inwards increases density and is cheaper for taxpayers and for developers. Administration has begun a process to create a 
development cost charges (DCCs) bylaw as a way to recover the cost of building new infrastructure in the peripheral areas. 
Machado said Dawson Creek is one of the few municipalities not to have DCCs. He said it will hopefully encourage 
developers to look at the downtown core where the infrastructure already exists and the DCCs would be much less. 

The OCP also includes a proposal to extend the existing walking paths over time to allow access to the entire city. 
Machado said the city remains committed to maintaining public transit in the city, although a report released earlier this 

year shows the city spends just under half a million to keep the service running after offsetting revenues and BC Transit's 
cost sharing. He said ridership has been rising since the service began, and they continue to look for ways to get those 
numbers up by increasing the number of stops and having buses that are wheelchair accessible and have bike racks. 

The entire OCP draft document can be viewed online at www.planningforpeople.ca. 
Northeast News 
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Dawson Creek is being credited for giving an innovative Malawian school the ability to save underprivileged girls from 
a life of abject poverty. 

"This community has a huge investment in this school," said Christie Johnson, one of the co-founders of Malawi's 
Atsikana Pa Ulendo (Girls on the Move) School. "This is the smallest community too, we're in Edmonton, we’re in 
Victoria, gone to Kamloops, Calgary. There is something different about the way people are working together and feeding 
this project in Dawson Creek." 

Almost 10 years ago, Johnson, a B.C. trained educator, travelled to the impoverished country and faced a near 
impossible task of educating young women. She discovered girls in the small African nation were encouraged to drop out 
and begin a family, even before reaching the seventh grade. In the male dominated society, where one-in-three teenaged 
girls are HIV positive, this usually amounts to a death sentence. 

With the help of Malawian teacher, Memory Chazeza, Johnson began fundraising through the Rotary Clubs in Western 
Canada to build an all-girls' school in the hopes to stem the cycle of despair. Help poured in from various sources, including 
Dawson Creek's Rotary Clubs and the student-run Interact Club, which hosts an annual dinner to help fund the school. 

Last year, Johnson and Chazeza paid a visit to Dawson Creek, and the Interact Club filled the George Dawson Inn so 
they could tell their story to the local Rotarians. Thursday evening they returned to the Notre Dame School auditorium as 
guest speakers for a dinner and auction fundraiser and to share their year of accomplishments and thank those who assisted 
with their vision. 

Johnson and Chazeza began their talk on a serious note by speaking to Malawi's low literacy levels, poverty and 
violence and told a few stories about the young girls who were not so lucky as to attend the girls school. 

"I'm telling you the most horrible stories at the beginning because things change," Johnson said, giving specific 
reference to local efforts that have brought on change. "This Interact Club is the reason a third classroom block is being 
built. Without them, there would not be enough space to bring in another 80 girls." 

The changes do not end with the new classroom block as the APU School has seen a number of upgrades since the 
women were last in Dawson Creek. 

"Last year at this time there were 80 girls, four teachers, one staff house, one classroom block and one hostel," said 
Johnson, adding they've more than doubled the school's size. "So in that time, we have built a hostel, a classroom block, two 
staff houses, electricity has all been paid for and is ready to hook up and we have finally funded the water program to give 
us clear running water." 

All of these upgrades were needed to sustain the growing number of students at the school. Each year 80 more students 
enter the school and move through the four-year system. 

"There will be 240 in January and then the next year 320 if we stay on schedule, and that will be the capacity of the 
school," said Johnson. "They will move through, they'll graduate, and there is a phase five, depending on the funding and 
we want to put in vocational training facilities like tailoring and bricklaying." 

Johnson said thousands of girls show up every year with the hopes of gaining entrance to the school. To be a graduate 
is one thing, but a better life starts the minute their semester begins.  

Dawson Creek Daily News 

M A L AW I  GI R L S  SC H O O L  FU N D R A I S E R  

F O O D F O R  F I N E S  
In the spirit of the season, the Dawson Creek Public Library is giving even the worst book privilege abusers the ability 

to make amends. 
Running until the end of December, the third annual “Food for Fines” program allows anyone with late fines to have 

them forgiven for the price of a non-perishable food item, toy or money donation, which will be donated to the Salvation 
Army. 

Head librarian Jenny Snyder said the first two “Food for Fines” programs were extremely popular.  Last year the library 
raised about $300, the toy box had to be emptied three times and the food box had to be emptied four times. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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C O M M U N I T Y  C H I P S  IN  F O R  C A N C E R  UN I T  
When the members of the Dawson Creek and District Hospital Foundation gave tours of the former children's ward, 

they asked everyone to picture the potential rather than the gutted medical unit of yesteryear. 
They assured the media and community partners that the torn-up floors and exposed pipes were a sign that the new 

cancer unit was under construction, even ahead of it's January opening date. 
The renovations began weeks ago, but planning, fundraising, design, and approval for one of the province's more 

northern cancer units was a two-year labour of love for the foundation. 
A group of special guests, in the form of the local business owners who funded the project, were present to receive the 

tour as well as some praise from the foundation who said the renovations couldn’t have happened without their assistance. 
The South Peace Oilmen’s Association is continuously donating to various projects in Dawson Creek and were 

excited their $22,000 would be going toward the convenience provided by a northern cancer unit. 
The Lakeview Credit Union donated $82,000 to the unit for the benefit it brings to their members. 
Community Relations for EnCana, Brian Lieverse, said he couldn’t put a specific dollar amount on how much his 

company put specifically into the cancer unit but knows it has donated hundreds of thousands of dollars since setting up 
shop in the area. 

A certain percentage of gaming revenues are legislated back to the community, but the director of operations for 
Chances Dawson Creek said they go beyond what they are required to give.  “We’ve been doing events completely 
different from the government funding,” said Candace Whetter, adding they have donated close to $20,000 to the hospital 
foundation over the past two years. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

Neither snow nor the prospect of getting up for work in the morning could keep the masses from the EnCana Events 
Centre for two nights in a row. 

November’s Alan Jackson and ZZ Top concerts yielded some of the highest 'attendance rates since the facility opened 
with a total of more than 9,000 patrons (Jackson: 4,900-plus; ZZ Top: 4,100).  This is about three quarters of Dawson 
Creek's entire population and gave Events Centre staff its biggest challenge to date. 

"I have to say I'm pretty proud of all the Events staff and everyone who's been involved in putting these two events on;' 
General Manager Ryan Maclvor said, adding he and staff were now winding down and preparing for the next few events. 
"Considering the number of people, the weather conditions, the size of the production, just the servicing of the food and 
beverage and making sure everything runs like clockwork, I just have to give kudos to all the staff, the assistance from city 
hall and all the fans who bought tickets." 

"I know that both management camps, Alan's management and ZZ's management were extremely happy with the 
turnout," he said. "It's pretty interesting getting comments from the road crews and etcetera, an outside perspective, when 
they say 'wow, Dawson Creek is doing back-to-back shows.' There are many venues across North America that don't do 
back to back nights," Maclvor said. 

Maclvor said music management have a tendency to talk to each other, and it will bode well as the EnCana Events 
Centre's management company Global Spectrum works to attract future acts. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

E N C A N A  E V E N T S  C E N T R E 

Recreation & Leisure 
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2010  G R E Y P OW E R P L AY E R S ’  C H A M P I O N S H I P  
Dawson Creek curling fans are in for a treat like they've never experienced before when the city hosts the 2010 Grey 

Power Players' Championship this spring, says one of the top skips in the game today. 
"It is a great event. The Grey Power Players' Championship is one of the best for fans to watch. Every curler you know 

and watch on TV will be here and I think that will be great for the fans," said Kevin Koe, during a press conference at the 
EnCana Events Centre, 

The potential competitors taking part in the April 13-18 event at the EnCana Events Centre will include past world 
champion, former Olympic champions, the 2010 Olympic medalists and top curlers out of Europe and Asia. 

All that talent under one roof means the competition will be stiff. And, it's a rare chance to see the best of the best going 
head to head day after day. 

The Capital One Cup is a points-based competition that awards each team a point value based on its performance 
during each Capital One Grand Slam of Curling event. 

The 2009-10 men's Capital One Grand Slam of Curling series kicked off with the Grey Power World Cup of Curling in 
Mississauga, Ont. Oct. 21-25. The series' second leg, The National, will take place in Guelph, Ont. Jan. 6-10, 2010. 
Winnipeg will host the men's third event Jan. 20-24. 

And Dawson Creek is the final stop where the top men and women's teams in the Capital One Cup standings will each 
receive $50,000. The second- and third-place men's and women's squads will each receive $25,000 and $10,000 
respectively. 

And being the final event with that extra cash makes it one dandy of a tournament. 
As well, the CBC will broadcast 12-plus hours of national coverage on the Friday, Saturday and Sunday. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

The Kenn Borek Aquatic Centre in Dawson Creek set a milestone recently with its 250,000 visit. 
The lucky patron, 19 year-old Jake Hallgate, passed through the doors on Nov. 9 at 5:45 p.m. and won himself a gift 

basket full of goodies, including an 11-visit punch card to the pool, a swim cap, goggles, a towel, tote bag, and more. 
"I come here once in a while just to sit in the steam room and just chill out," explained Hall-gate. "I came in with two of 

my good buddies, and I let them pay in front of me because they had cash and I had debit, so I actually went third and was 
the 250,000 person." Hallgate is from Chetwynd, and he said he's been using the pool pretty frequently over the past 15 
months since he took up residence at the Northern Lights College campus as he is completing the aircraft maintenance 
program. 

Mayor Mike Bernier was on hand to present the gift basket, and he commented on how well the pool has been utilized 
since it was built in 2007 and how good it is to see people from other communities coming to use the facility. 

"A quarter of a million people in two years, that's an amazing accomplishment, and it goes to show this facility is being 
utilized to the extent that we hoped it would be," said Bernier. "When we hear the statistics, they're not Dawson Creek 
people, they're coming form Hythe, Beaver-lodge, Grande Prairie, Chetwynd, they're from all over." 

Head lifeguard Michelle Wilcox provided some statistics on the pool use, citing that in March of 2007, when the old 
Centennial Pool downtown was open, it saw nearly 5,300 people come through the doors. At the same time the next year, 
the new KBAC saw just under 12,000 people, and by March, 2009, that was up to over 13,300 people. She said in the first 
few months the pool was open, there were 5,350 people in registered programs such as swimming lessons or fitness classes, 
but to date this year there were over 21,700 people registered. 

Wilcox said that includes people in the summer swim club, which competes provincially from May to mid-August. 
Northeast News 

250 ,000  VI S I T O R T O  A QUAT I C  C E N T R E 
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Employment fell (relative to July 2008) in all regions of the province, but Cariboo (-9.4%, 3-month 
moving average, unadjusted), North Coast/Nechako (-8.5%) and Thompson-Okanagan (-7.7%) were 
hardest hit by job losses. Mainland/Southwest (-1.0%) and Kootenay (-1.8%) saw relatively modest job losses in July. 

In Cariboo (14.2%) and North Coast/Nechako (10.5%), jobless rates remained in the double digits for a fifth straight 
month. Rates in the rest of the province ranged from 6.4% in Vancouver Island/Coast to 9.5% in Thompson/Okanagan. The 
low unemployment rate in Vancouver Island/Coast is largely due to labour market conditions in Victoria, where the 
(unadjusted 3-month-moving average) unemployment rate was just 6.1% in July. Nanaimo’s unemployment rate (7.7%) 
was much higher. 

The jobless rate in Mainland/Southwest (7.4%) was virtually the same as in the Vancouver CMA (7.3%). Northeast 
(7.9%) was the only other region where the unemployment rate was below eight percent in July. Data Source: Statistics Canada 

BC Stats Infoline  Issue: 09-31 August 7, 2009 

British Columbia’s unemployment rate shot up to 8.1% in June as a result of job losses (–0.2%) and 
labour force expansion (+0.4%).  Employment in BC shrank by 4,100 jobs in June, putting the brakes on employment 
growth after back-to-back gains in April and May. The service sector trimmed its workforce by 4,000 jobs (–0.2%), 
accounting for almost all job losses in the province in June. Gains were made in information, culture & recreation (+8.3%), 
finance, insurance & real estate (+2.2%) and health care & social assistance (+0.9%). However, these were not enough to 
offset cuts in management & administration (–7.1%), public administration (–5.3%) and transportation & warehousing (–
4.1%). Job losses continued to plague the forestry, fishing & mining (–3.4%) and manufacturing (–1.8%) sectors, but 
offsetting gains made in agriculture (+7.5%) and construction (+0.8%) left employment in the goods sector virtually 
unchanged. Data Source: Statistics Canada 

North Coast/Nechako (–10.4%; three-month moving average), Cariboo (–9.9%) and Thompson/
Okanagan (–7.8%) posted the largest job losses. Kootenay, which had a near record low unemployment rate of 
2.5% in June 2008, saw its jobless rate climb to 8.7%. Vancouver Island/Coast has registered deeper employment cuts in 
each of the past three months, shedding 3.1% of its workers. For the time being, however, Vancouver Island/Coast has the 
lowest unemployment rate in the province at 6.6%, a position recently held by Northeast which saw employment drop 
another 5.9%. Continued job losses in Mainland/Southwest have pushed the region’s unemployment rate to 7.3%. Data 
Source: Statistics Canada 

BC Stats Infoline Issue:  Issue: 09-27 July 10, 2009 

LA B O U R FO RC E   

Employment 
July 

LA B O U R FO RC E   

August 
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Some local individuals have come forward with a project that is designed to provide career opportunities for the 
unemployed while protecting the environment. 

Shauna Hill, general manager of Hill Computing Inc. presented the "GET Dawson Creek GREEN" project to city 
councilors. The project is a partnership between Hill's company, Human Resources and Skills Development Canada 
(HRSDC), the BC Ministry of Housing and Social Development, the Northern Environmental Action Team (NEAT), the 
City of Dawson Creek and EnCana Corp. 

"The purpose of this job-creation partnership is to provide 16 unemployed people with some new skills and work expe-
rience, and we have chosen to do it in this new local industry around sustainable and alternative energy," said Hill. 

Those 16 individuals will be trained as eco-educators, researchers, program grant-writers, sales and marketing agents, 
and energy auditors, all centered around providing a free evaluation to 200 homes and 20 businesses over the next nine and 
half months, which will identify ways for those places to become more environmentally friendly. 

Participants will be responsible for organizing three public information sessions that will include workshops on things 
like calculating the impact of installing solar panels on a home, for example. Two individuals will staff the Eco-Office, an 
existing space on the main floor of City Hall that is used by NEAT, from Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. to noon. Participants 
will also create websites, and how-to videos that will be shared on You Tube. 

Hill is the chair of the Dawson Creek Community Garden Society, and she said their plans to expand and create a 
compost demonstration centre this fall will be incorporated into the project as part of event planning. 

The project has received the endorsement of the City of Dawson Creek's Sustainable Community Development 
department. Director Emanuel Machado said it's important for the City of Dawson Creek to partner with other groups to 
realize some of their energy-efficiency and environmental goals in the broader community. 

Northeast News 

G E T  DAW S O N  C R E E K  G R E E N  PRO J E C T  

T R A I L  IM P ROV E M E N T S  
The South Peace is trying to keep displaced forestry workers employed in a related field, through a $900,000 trail 

maintenance grant. 
Peace River South MLA Blair Lekstrom announced that the money will help maintain trails and improve recreation 

sites. 
He also says 28 jobs will be created, which could be filled by forestry workers who lost their job due to the economic 

downturn. 
Improvements include clearing blown down trees, felling hazard trees, planting trees, repairing trail marking and 

constructing foot bridges. 
Paradise Valley Snowmobile Club, Moose ATV Club, and Bear Mountain Nordic Ski Association are working with 

Dunne-za Ventures LP to carry out trail maintenance work.  Improvements include clearing blown down trees, felling 
hazard trees, planting trees, repairing trail marking and constructing foot bridges. 

Work is underway in seven provincial parks and 81 campsites, including upgrading of 59 kilometres of trails. Cleanout 
at the upstream end of 44 culverts will be carried out, with badly damaged ones replaced. Signs, toilet facilities and picnic 
tables will be repaired or replaced. 

The grant is funded by the Job Opportunities Program. 
www.energeticcity.ca 

September 

Employment 

http://www.energeticcity.ca
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The North East Native Advancing Society (NENAS) will be hosting career fairs in three northeast communities to 
expose Aboriginal youth to the career opportunities available in each community. 

The fourth annual "Endless Possibilities" Aboriginal Youth Career Fair will take place in Fort Nelson at the Fort 
Nelson Senior Secondary School on Oct. 13, in Fort St. John at the North Peace Cultural Centre on Oct. 14 and in Dawson 
Creek at the Kiwanis Enterprise Centre on Oct. 15, all from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

"This year has actually been particularly good, there seems to be quite a positive response," said Dacia Douhaibi, youth 
and family program coordinator with the Rising Spirit Aboriginal Youth Centre in Fort St. John. "This is a really good 
opportunity for youth, and we're really trying to showcase all the different kinds of opportunities that are available." 

She said while those include trades related to the oil and gas industry, they are not limited to just those, and there are 
other opportunities in health and wellness, hospitality and the culinary arts, retail, finance and municipal government. She 
added some of the organizations that have registered booths already this year include the City of Fort St. John, Canfor, 
ConocoPhillips, the RCMP and the Canadian Armed Forces, and there are more coming in every day. 

Douhaibi said the Peace River South, Peace River North and Fort Nelson school districts coordinate bringing the youth 
to the events, and about 900 students from Grades seven to 12 are expected to attend. She said young people often don't 
know what opportunities are out there, especially those in remote First Nations communities in the Northeast. 

The career fair will also include workshops that will feature guest speakers who will share their life experiences with 
the students. 

"Those are people who have succeeded in their chosen field and have overcome their own personal challenges and 
barriers in order to do that," said Douhaibi, adding that it's important to show the students how others have succeeded before 
them. 

Northeast News 

A B O R I G I N A L  Y O U T H  C A R E E R F A I R  
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Bissette Creek Bridge - No 1310 - Near Pouce 
Coupe, Hwy 2, 11km S of the junction with Hwy 
49 

Replace the existing wooden trestle and glu-lam 
bridge with a 52m double lane clear span trapezoidal steel 
stringer, concrete deck bridge including a sidewalk and 
associated site works. 
LOW BID 

Ruskin Construction Ltd 
2011 PG Pulp Mill Rd, PO Box 1050 
Prince George BC V2L 4V2 
Phone: 250-563-2800 
Fax 250-563-6788 
$2,956,542 

OTHER BIDS 
Formula Pile & Bridge Cont Ltd, Prince George, 

$3,041,189 
Concreate USL Ltd, St Albert, $3,053,835 

Journal of Commerce 

Construction 
BI S S E T T E  C R E E K  
B R I D G E A LT E R AT I O N S  

Northern Lights College - Dawson Creek Campus  
Science building demolition work. 

LOW BID 
Jiovannini Entreprises 
PO Box 327 
Pouce Coupe BC V0C 2C0 
Phone: 604-876-8881  
$29,550 

OTHER BIDS 
Western Thermal & Demolition, Prince George, 

$35,500 
Clearview Grinding Ltd, Surrey, $37,500 

Journal of Commerce 

SC I E N C E  BU I L D I N G  
D E M O L I T I O N 

Dawson Creek 
The Owner invites tenders for Installation of 

approximately 65 meters of 200mm diameter PVC 
watermain and the installation of a 70 meter long CSP 
culvert with a 2000mm diameter complete with an outfall 
structure. 

$350,000 estimated construction cost. 
OUT TO TENDER 

Journal of Commerce 

WAT E R M A I N  UP G R A D E 

Construction is underway on an Aboriginal senior’s 
housing complex in Dawson Creek. 

The 25,000 square foot facility will feature 18 one-
bedroom units, geared towards Aboriginal seniors aged 55 
and older.  The complex, located on 17th Street, will 
feature common areas and a meeting room for residents to 
hold meetings and functions in.  There will also be three 
two-bedroom units and four three-bedroom units, a couple 
of which may be used for housing families in a crisis. 

Maloney Contractors Ltd., out of Kelowna, will 
construct the building, which was designed by Ottawa-
based Douglas Cardinal Architect Inc.  It will be built to 
LEED Gold standards for energy efficiency and 
environmental impact. 

The project is projected to cost just over $8 million. 
Northeast News 

A B O R I G I N A L  S E N I O R ’ S  
C O M P L E X 

July 

Photo by Peace PhotoGraphics 
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Hwy 97 Alaska Hwy, 25km North of the City of 
Dawson Creek 

Construction of approximately 1.8 km of southbound 
passing lane on Hwy 97 in the Farmington area between 
Fort St John and Dawson Creek. 

$1,000,000 estimated construction cost. 
AWARD 

Tyam Construction Ltd 
27474 Gloucester Way 
Langley BC V4W 4A1 
Phone: 604-533-8088 
Fax: 604-533-8010 
$2,099,800 

Journal of Commerce 

Chetwynd Multi-Purpose Complex 
Cast-in-place concrete foundation, wood structural 

frame, wood joist roof structure, electric heating system, 
02935; landscape, 06220; millwork, 08830; mirrors, 
09305; ceramic tile, 09620; athletic flooring, 09910; 
paints, 10810; toilet accessories, 10830; laundry 
accessories, 11400; food service equipment, 09650; 
resilient tile flooring, proposed addition and renovation to 
the Chetwynd Multi-Purpose Complex. Scope of the work 
includes a 1,000 sq ft renovation and a 7,000 sq ft addition. 

$7,000,000 estimated construction cost 
OUT TO TENDER 

Journal of Commerce 

R E C R E AT I O N  C O M P L E X  
A D D I T I O N  & A LT S  

K M  25  A L A S K A  
H I G H WAY  R OA DWO R K  

The merger of two B.C. companies will result in a number of modular classrooms combining with traditional brick and 
mortar schools in Alberta over the next year. 

Greensmart Manufacturing Inc. and Shelter Industries Ltd. recently formed Greensmart Shelters Inc.  
which will be constructing 202 modular classrooms for the Alberta Government as part of the province’s P3 (public private 
partnership) school initiative. 

The new holding company is the subcontractor to Bird-Graham Schools of Edmonton, which was awarded the 
contract to build 18 new schools in the province. 

Nine will be built in both Calgary and Edmonton. 
Greensmart Shelters’ $32 million contract to build the units is set to be completed in March of 2010. The wall and roof 

panels are made with structural insulated panels (SIP) to provide the fundamental energy conservation for the building 
envelope. Additionally, the modular classrooms will use a rain screen design and energy-efficient commercial windows. 
Internally, the buildings will use energy-efficient lighting fixtures controlled by motion detectors and external lighting 
sensors, energy-efficient furnaces combined with heat recovery ventilators and a control system that monitors all 
components of the ventilation system to control fresh air. 

As well, it will have a control system that monitors all systems from the main school. 
The standard units are 24 feet wide by 40 feet long, with the corridor-contained units adding another ten feet to the 

overall length. 
The brick and mortar facility contains administrative facilities, washrooms, special labs and gymnasiums. 
Although the modular classrooms have the look, feel and functionality of a permanent structure and are designed to last 

50 years, they can be relocated to another site, if demographics change down the road. 
The company is currently turning out one unit a day through the 16 work stations needed to complete the units. 
They are hoping to increase production now that they are at peak production manpower of 140 shop floor workers and 

an additional 20 supervisory and administrative staff. The company is employing a variety of workers. 
The project includes carpenters, sheet metal workers, plumbers and other ticketed trades, as well as semi-skilled 

labourers from the residential housing market. 
Journal of Commerce 

G R E E N S M A R T  SH E LT E R S  

August 

Construction 
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Ministry of Forests & Range - Bridge Inspections, 
Peace Forest District 

Proposed inspection of the following bridge structure 
types: 72 steel & two wood bridges. 

$1,000,000 estimated construction cost 
PRE-BID 

Journal of Commerce 

B R I D G E UP G R A D E S  

Northern Lights College - Science Bldg New 
Nursing Program,  Dawson Creek,  

Structural steel frame, fuel fired heating system, 
Tenders from Trade contractors for the renovation to 
Dawson Creek Campus, Science Bldg for the New 
Nursing Program Northern Lights College.  

$1,000,000 estimated construction cost. 
OUT TO TENDER 

Journal of Commerce 

SC I E N C E  BU I L D I N G  
A LT E R AT I O N S  

Calvin Kruk Centre for the Arts, Dawson Creek 
Proposed major renovations to the former heritage 

government post office bldg of approx 42,000 sq ft, into a 
new community arts & cultural centre that will contain 
multi-purpose theatre space, meeting rooms, a dance hall 
& studio with administrative offices. 

$8,300,000 estimated construction cost. 
PRE-BID 

Journal of Commerce 

C O M M U N I T Y ,  C U LT U R A L  
C E N T R E A LT E R AT I O N S  

10 Km NE of Tumbler Ridge 
Concrete slab on grade foundation, 02230; site 

clearing, 02240; site preparation, 02580; electrical 
transmission equipment, 13530; wind and solar 
instrumentation, 13660; wind energy equipment, 13660; 
wind energy systems, 13669; wind driven electrical 
generators, 13660; wind energy equipment, proposed 100-
200 MW wind power project with approx 80-120 wind 
turbines; this will also include 18-25 Km of new overhead 
transmission line (138kV or 230 kV); approx 35 Km of 
access roads; substations (connect to an existing facility or 
construct new); & an operations/admin bldg. 120 
structures 

$100,000,000 estimated construction cost. 
PRE-BID 

Journal of Commerce 

Q UA L I T Y  WI N D  
P RO J E C T  

Construction of a passing lane for southbound traffic 
on the Alaska Highway, in the Farmington area between 
Dawson Creek and Fort St. John, has begun. 

The provincial government announced a contract has 
been awarded to Langley-based Tyam Construction for 
just under  $2.1 million for the road upgrade. 

Construction is expected to be completed in October.  
Northeast News 

P A S S I N G  LA N E 

September 

Construction 
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LI S T  O F  BC IN F R A S T RU C T U R E P RO J E C T S  
Name of Applicant / Project Title  

Total Eligible Costs Federal Share  Provincial Share Local Gov. Share 
Dawson Creek - 92nd Avenue Storm Water Drainage Upgrades  

$772,000 $257,333 $257,333 $257,333 

Peace River - Harper and Imperial Subdivisions - Community Sewer System  
$1,767,850 $589,283 $589,283 $589,283 

Pouce Coupe - Water Reservoir Project  
$1,500,000 $500,000 $500,000 $500,000 

$3,100,000  $1,550,000  $1,550,000   

Highway 97 - Jct Highway 2 to Kiskatinaw Bridge  

Journal of Commerce 

September 

Construction 

2009 Warehouse Shop, Dawson Creek 
Roof Replacement. 
$250,000 estimated construction cost. 

AWARD 
D M Henderson Roofing Ltd 
PO Box 328 
Dawson Creek BC V1G 4G9 
Phone: 250-782-3467 
Fax 250-782-3117 
$84,247 

Journal of Commerce 

GOV E R N M E N T 
B U I L D I N G  R O O F I N G Northern Lights College Phase I Energy House, 

Dawson Creek 
Wood structural frame, The project is to be 

constructed to LEED Platinum standards and consists of: 
Relocation of some existing site services, including gas 
and sanitary lines, and demolition of some existing paved 
areas; Construction of new 614 m2 of educational/
demonstration space; Construction/erection of a new wind 
turbine and wind turbine training tower; Tie in of new 
mechanical and electrical systems to existing buildings; 
Renovation of existing spaces to accommodate new 
building; Construction of site servicing and development 
including installation of a geoexchange field. The heating 
system is GeoThermal Exchange. 614 m²; 2 storeys; 2 
structures. 

$6,000,000 estimated construction cost. 
LOW BID 

Dominion Fairmile Const Inc 
Ste 130, 2985 Virtual Way 
Vancouver BC V5M 4X7 
Phone: 604-631-1000 
Fax: 604-631-1100 

Journal of Commerce 

NLC EN E RG Y HO U S E 

October 



- 25 - 

Dominion Construction, the construction contracting division of Seacliff Construction Corp., has been awarded major 
contracts in British Columbia and the Yukon valued at approximately $77.9 million in total.  

The first new contract, valued at approximately $48.6 million, is for the construction of a four-storey, 170,000 square 
foot office building at the Broadway Tech Centre in Vancouver. Construction is expected to begin in early November and 
be completed by January 2012.  

The second contract, valued at approximately $20 million, is for the construction of the Kwanlin Dün Cultural Centre, a 
50,000 square foot building which will be built immediately adjacent to the Yukon River in downtown Whitehorse.  

Site preparations are already underway, with construction on the project expected to begin in April 2010 and 
completion scheduled for fall 2011.  

Dominion has also been awarded the $9.3 million construction management contract for the Phase 1 Energy House 
project at the Northern Lights College in Dawson Creek.  

The Energy House, expected to be completed in March 2011, will incorporate several alternate energy technologies, 
including photovoltaic panels, a wind turbine and training tower, and a geo-exchange field and biomass boiler.  

It is Dominion's first LEED Platinum project.  
Construction Manager 

Dominion Fairmile Construction 
Suite 330-1620 Dickson Avenue 
Kelowna BC V1Y 9Y2  
Phone: 250-763-2798  
Fax: 250-763-2731 

Journal of Commerce 
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Energy 
O I L  & GA S  SA L E 

The July land rights sale in British Columbia resulted in $38.3 million in bonus bids at an average price per hectare of 
$675.10, bringing the calendar year-to-date total to $284.7 million. 

In 2008, the July sale took in just over $610 million in bonus bids covering 132 740 hectares, putting the year-to-date 
total at that time at $1.58 billion. The average price per hectare was $4,595. 

One drilling licence in the Sundown field, 35 kilometres southwest of Dawson Creek brought in $2,361 per hectare for 
a total of nearly $4.2 million. The per hectare figure was a high for the land sale and was submitted by Standard Land 
Company Inc. 

Records show EnCana Corporation as one of the busiest operators in the field over the past few years. Earlier this 
year, Murphy Oil Corporation drilled several wells at Sundown targeting the Montney formation. 

In BC the August land rights sale attracted $37 million in bonus bids for an average price of $1,759 per hectare 
compared to $501.8 in August 2008 at an average of $4,359 per hectare. 

The year-to-date total sales in 2009 are $321.8 million compare to $2.08 billion in 2008. 
Key parcels in the sale included five drilling licenses that totaled nearly $15.8 million. Bids ranged from $3,100 to 

$6,000 per hectare. These parcels are located between 20 and 50 kilometers east of Chetwynd in the Groundbirch-Brassey 
area. Operators in the area have targeted the Montney formation. 

The British Columbia government September oil and gas rights sale pulled in a total of $8.74 million, the second 
lowest bonus total for the year. The 34 parcels totaling 15 885 hectares sold for an average of $549.94 per hectare. 

British Columbia’s September’s 2008 oil and gas rights sale drew just under $220.73 million as 80 401 hectares were 
sold at an average price of $2,745 per hectare.  

After nine land sales this in 2009, the B.C. government’s take is $330.61 million or an average of $1,281.66 for the 257 
952 hectares sold. After the same number of sales in 2008, the government had received a total bonus of $2.3 billion for 603 
109 hectares, or an average of $3,820.63 per hectare.  

The 2009 October sale of oil and gas rights resulted in a total of over $370 million in bonus bids. The sale offered 62 
parcels covering 66,837 hectares, and sold 58 parcels covering 65,787 hectares. The average price per hectare was $5,625, 
which is the second-highest in BC history.  The 2008 October sale of oil and gas rights resulted in a total of over $151 
million in bonus bids. The average price per hectare was $2,214. 

This brings the calendar year to date total to $700.6 million compared to $2.46 billion in 2008. 
 

JuneWarren Nickle’s Energy Group 

July 

Surerus Pipeline Inc., Fort St. John, advised they were awarded a contract by Spectra to construct approximately 
92 km of 20-inch pipeline from the Cutbank area to the Spectra plant site in Taylor. The project is expected to last into early 
October 2009 and employ up to 450 people. 

www.energeticcity.ca  

S U R E RU S  PI P E L I N E 
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Energy 

The Province and the Canadian Association of Petroleum Producers (CAPP) have signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) on energy efficiency that will help to encourage energy conservation and greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emission reductions in the oil and gas industry, announced Minister of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources Blair 
Lekstrom. 

The MOU was developed jointly by CAPP, the Ministry of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources and the Climate 
Action Secretariat, and includes the following key commitments:  

Establishing a baseline for energy usage and GHG emissions in British Columbia’s upstream oil and gas industry to 
monitor the effectiveness of established energy efficiency programs. 

Promoting energy efficiency and continuous improvement for fuel gas efficiency initiatives across British Columbia’s 
upstream oil and gas industry. 

Investigating various market and fiscal instruments to promote and enhance fuel gas efficiency. 
Recognizing the achievements of industry in helping to establish and maintain British Columbia as a leader in energy 

conservation and efficiency. 
 Also in the MOU is an agreement for CAPP and the Province to simplify how industry accesses capital for major 

energy efficiency initiatives. In 2008, CAPP released a 17-module Fuel Gas Efficiency Best Management Practice that 
describes methods to achieve fuel gas efficiency improvements through operational or technological changes. 

The next phase will be an agreement that will implement the results of the MOU and industry best practices as 
guidelines for British Columbia’s upstream oil and gas industry. CAPP’s member companies are committed to the MOU 
and are already making significant contributions to reducing fuel gas consumption and in doing so reducing greenhouse gas 

M E M O R A N D U M  O F  UN D E R S TA N D I N G 

July 

The Province awarded $120 million in royalty credits to 19 companies to complete 31 oil and gas infrastructure 
projects under the Infrastructure Royalty Credit Program. 

The 31 new road and pipeline projects will improve access to underdeveloped areas of northeast British Columbia, as 
well as support oil and gas exploration and production. By increasing the activity and supporting new production, additional 
royalty revenue is generated for the province. 

Minister of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources, Blair Lekstrom, said there were applications for 68 projects 
totaling about $760 million in estimated construction costs. 

The program provides oil and gas companies with royalty deductions in exchange for industry investment in road and 
pipeline infrastructure. Those companies involved are required to fund the entire cost of an approved infrastructure project 
and can receive up to 50% of the eligible project costs from the Province, paid in the form of royalty deduction, at the 
projects completion. 

The selection process of who gets awarded the royalty credits is extensive, and basically based on what the return to the 
government would be, as well as what will open up the most opportunities. 

The incentive program, which began in 2004, is very popular, said Lekstrom and as of March 31 of this year, the 
program was responsible for the development of 58 new or upgraded all-season roads and 52 pipeline projects in the 
province. 

Alaska Highway News 

I N F R A S T RU C T U R E  ROYA LT Y  C R E D I T  P RO G R A M  
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Murphy Oil Corporation has no plans to shut in Canadian gas, said company executives. 
The independent will consider adding production from its Tupper field in northern British Columbia later on in 2009. 

Of the roughly 92 mmcf per day that Murphy added in the second quarter, most -- about 50 mmcf per day -- came from 
Tupper area of BC. 

As well as the main Tupper field, Murphy has plans to develop its Tupper West field, potentially bringing more gas on-
stream as early as the second quarter of 2011. 

Nickle’s Energy Group 

M U R P H Y  OI L  

The Province has developed an oil and gas stimulus package designed to attract investment and produce immediate 
economic benefits for British Columbia, including jobs and infrastructure projects. 

This stimulus package has the advantage of not requiring direct government spending to increase activity and 
investment, while generating positive revenue to the Crown. In a conservative scenario, after three years the program will 
generate $2.50 in net incremental revenues for every $1 of royalty credit provided. Since these are royalty credits and not 
expenditures, the Crown benefits from the activity in addition to royalty revenue generated from wells that would likely not 
have been drilled. 

The package includes four royalty and two regulatory initiatives that will enhance B.C.’s competitive business climate, 
creating momentum in the industry and attracting significant new investment into the province. Royalty initiatives included 
in the package are: 

• A one-year, two per cent royalty rate for all wells drilled in a 10 month window (September 2009 - June 2010). 
• An increase of 15 per cent in the existing royalty deductions for natural gas deep drilling. 
• Qualification of horizontal wells drilled between 1,900 and 2,300 metres into the Deep Royalty Credit Program. 
• An additional $50 million allocation for the Infrastructure Royalty Credit Program to be offered this fall to 

stimulate investment in oil and gas roads and pipelines. 
Regulatory initiatives included in the package are: 
• Commingling in the plains area, to be announced by the Oil and Gas Commission in the near future; and, 
• Amendments to the drilling license regulation to create flexibility that will allow industry to move wells to 

production while not losing privileges to convert drilling licenses to leases. 
The package is projected to increase drilling activity, generate substantial industry investment, and provide incremental 

royalty revenues to the Crown. Crown revenue from the stimulus package will go to education, health care and social 
program funding and development. 

Government of BC News Release 

S T I M U L U S  PAC K AG E 
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Dignitaries and invited guests gathered under the enormous shadow of a 78 metre-high wind turbine on Bear Mountain 
on Aug. 6 to celebrate the start-up of British Columbia’s first commercial wind park.  

As of July 23, two of the 34 turbines in the Bear Mountain Wind Park started generating electricity, and two more have 
recently been completed. 

“We started on July 23 to generate power and send it into the grid for the community,” said David Cornhill, chairperson 
and CEO of AltaGas, which owns and operates the wind park. 

More than half of the tower sections have already been erected and are awaiting installation of three, 41 metre-long 
blades. Cornhill said the project could beat its expected Nov. 1 completion date by as much as six weeks.  

Bear Mountain is the first wind project for AltaGas, although Cornhill said they have identified other opportunities in 
Alberta and the United States, and are proposing a number of run-of-river projects in northwestern British Columbia.  

Cornhill said his company is looking at renewable energy projects as long-term assets that will benefit future 
generations and the environment. 

A number of the company’s partners in the project were represented at the gathering, as well as members from all three 
levels of government. Prince George-Peace River MP Jay Hill was on hand to announce, on behalf of Natural Resources 
Minister Lisa Raitt, that the project would be receiving up to $20.5 million over the next 10 years through the federal 
government’s $1.5 billion ecoEnergy for Renewable Power program. Hill said the funding, based on one cent per kilowatt-
hour of electricity generated, will help the project to be more competitive with other forms of energy. 

A couple of provincial ministers also spoke at the gathering. Energy, Mines, and Petroleum Resources Minister Blair 
Lekstrom said the project was a huge step forward in meeting his government’s targets in reducing carbon emissions and 
providing electricity to British Columbians through clean, alternative sources. 

“We talk about reducing our footprint on the land base, we talk about reducing greenhouse gas emissions, you’re truly 
looking at how we’re going to achieve that,” said Lekstrom. “This is just the beginning. This is the first wind farm, but it 
will not be the last.” 

Environment Minister Barry Penner praised Dawson Creek for supporting the project, citing that while communities 
want to see clean energy projects being developed, few want to see those projects in their backyards. 

“We have people working today at good paying jobs, building the green economy of the future,” said Penner. “I hope 
it’s a sign of more things to come, and I’m confident it will be.” 

Dawson Creek Mayor Mike Bernier said the city and the region will continue to lead in sustainability and be an 
example for the rest of the province and the country. He cited the support that members of the community, specifically 
Dawson Creek-based Peace Energy Cooperative, gave to the project. 

“This really started, like a lot of projects do in British Columbia and in Canada, with the willpower from the 
community, from the citizens,” Bernier said. 

Peace Energy Cooperative was responsible for securing the investigative use permit for the project in 2004, and its 
partners will get a share of the profits generated from the sale of electricity. Executive director Valerie Gilson said PEC may 
be looking at investing in other wind projects proposed for the region, but it’s waiting for the answer from the BC Hydro 
Call for Power before making those decisions. 

Northeast News 

B E A R  M O U N TA I N  WI N D  PA R K  
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Monterey Exploration Ltd. prepares to drill its first horizontal Montney well in the Groundbirch area of 
northeastern British Columbia, and is increasing its anticipated capital spending to between $13 million and $15 million 
from $10 million based on scheduled operations in the area. 

Net proceeds of $2.7 million received from the disposition of three sections of undeveloped non-core lands in the Town 
area of northeastern B.C. will be used to assist in financing the Groundbirch area drilling and completion operations 
scheduled to be carried out in the second half of 2009, said the company in reporting second quarter results. 

Monterey also expects to benefit from the recent stimulus package introduced by the provincial government. The 
increased royalty rate reduction and the changes in the deep well royalty credit program will improve the viability of future 
drilling, especially horizontal wells to be drilled in the Groundbirch, Brassey and Squirrel areas. The enhancement to the 
infrastructure royalty credit program also may offset a portion of Monterey's investment in the construction of a gas plant in 
the Groundbirch area. 

Monterey's second quarter capital spending program of $1.1 million was almost entirely directed towards operations at 
Groundbirch. The expenditures were comprised of the remaining drilling costs associated with the successful vertical 
Montney exploration test well drilled in the first quarter, the design, consultation and regulatory application costs related to 
the natural gas facility application, and survey and licensing costs associated with the next phase of exploration and 
development drilling activity. 

The solid production performance of the underlying asset base through the first half of 2009 and a deep inventory of 
development projects in excess of $75 million have allowed Monterey to focus its entire remaining 2009 capital program at 
Groundbirch. 

As of late July, it had received all of the licenses required for the next phase of drilling at Groundbirch which consist of 
two test/development horizontals on the five section 100% working interest block, one horizontal step-out well and one 
vertical exploration test on the 10 section 75% working interest land block. 

A competitor has completed construction of an 11 mile all season access road in the Groundbirch area. Monterey's first 
scheduled horizontal location is 2.5 miles off of this new road and it is currently constructing the lease access and the 
surface location for the well. Operators targeting the Montney formation in the Groundbirch area have remained extremely 
active through the summer months with eight drilling rigs currently active within 20 miles of Monterey's existing 
development area. 

In the current commodity price environment, it is apparent that successful natural gas companies operating in Western 
Canada will need to focus their technical expertise on finding and developing natural gas plays that can withstand prolonged 
commodity pricing below $5 per mcf, said Monterey. The company believes that the Montney project at Groundbirch is one 
such play that has the potential to add significant value by generating a positive rate of return at today's pricing. 

Nickle’s Energy Group 

M O N T E R E Y E X P L O R AT I O N 
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As one of BP Canada Energy Company's first greenfield developments in northeastern British Columbia gets 
underway, a major priority is ensuring more sustainable development. 

That includes the use of electricity rather than natural gas, solar panels at wellsites, multi-well pads and a central 
control centre in Dawson Creek, Phil Aldis, general manager for the Noel project, told a Canadian Institute conference on 
B.C. natural gas. 

Over the next 10 years, BP plans to spend $1.5 billion developing the tight gas project on its 100 sections of land in the 
area near One Island Lake about 60 kilometres southeast of Dawson Creek. 

The first 10 of the planned 130 wells have been drilled in the past year. The first of three compressors sites will start up 
at the end of this year with the other two in operation in early to mid-2010. 

BP is developing two formations at Noel: the Cadomin with horizontal wells and multi-stage fractures and the 
underlying Doig.  

The company wants to achieve as close to "zero emissions" as possible at its well sites and has reduced its carbon 
footprint by just over 10%, he said. With electricity from BC Hydro, it does not need to use natural gas to run its pumps and 
motors, reducing the amount of methane vented into the atmosphere. 

Constructing a line to bring in electricity to the site was a large upfront capital investment but "you've got to look at 
these things over the whole life as well," Aldis said later. "Electric motors are easier to maintain than gas." 

At the same time, "the economics of the decision were an interesting debate we went through and there's an 
environmental piece to it and a cost to operate piece to it." 

The estimated 30- to 40-year life of the project also helps to justify the cost, he suggested. 
Solar power will provide an estimated 80% of the power for the site. The automated control centre where the operator 

will be able to monitor the performance of wells and remotely control the valves will reduce the need for BP employees to 
be travelling back and forth. 

BP conducted its stakeholder engagement through 2006 and took the comments it received into account when 
designing the project, said Aldis. One of the concerns was about pipeline proliferation and that is one of the reasons BP 
signed up for capacity on the Westcoast Energy Inc. (Spectra Energy Transmission) South Peace Pipeline which will 
transport gas from the Noel area to Spectra's McMahon gas plant beginning in the third quarter of this year, he said. 

Local residents also were interested in business opportunities and BP has worked with companies to get them to its 
standards. 

Nickles New Technology Magazine 
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Despite falling this year to depths not seen in a decade, profits in the natural gas industry will increase more than 
fivefold by 2013, surpassing record levels achieved in the boom year of 2005, the Conference Board of Canada said in a 
report released in September. 

Meanwhile, collapsing prices, rising costs and tight credit will cut earnings in Canada's natural gas sector by more than 
half this year to $2.3 billion, the board said in its quarterly report on the sector. 

As well, the board forecasts, total output of marketable gas will fall five per cent this year — after already falling by 5.2 
per cent in 2008 — and continue to fall over the life of the forecast period to 2013. 

New and promising sources identified in unconventional shale-gas formations won't offset the declines as they only 
currently represent a small portion of total output and face their own development issues, the report said. 

"So much has changed for the natural gas industry in just one year," said board economist Todd Crawford. "Last year, 
revenues more than doubled over the first six months as gas prices skyrocketed. Now, low prices and the tough credit 
conditions have created a perfect storm that sent drilling activity in Canada tumbling this year." 

Despite dramatic declines in drilling activity brought on by the economic downturn, North American inventories have 
continued to rise, thanks in part to imports of liquefied natural gas from overseas, the report said. 

Nevertheless, profit growth will begin to rebound next year as economic recovery lifts demand and prices from current 
depressed levels of $3.36 per thousand cubic feet on the Canadian spot market, Crawford said. 

This will happen despite costs that will quickly rise from currently depressed levels as the gas and oil industries begin 
competing more aggressively for materials and labour. 

The board forecasts prices will rise in Canada to $8.92 by 2013. Prices have spiked up in recent days in Canada and the 
U.S., where it was trading Friday at $3.56 US on the New York Mercantile Exchange. 

"Therefore, despite the fact that the industry will see lower production throughout the forecast, profits will eventually 
reach $12.5 billion, consistent with the boom year of 2005," the board said. 

The Vancouver Sun 

NAT U R A L  G A S  

The Province, in collaboration with the oil and gas industry and local communities, has created a package of programs 
designed to improve industry and resident relations.  

The programs and regulations will help to address issues that are so important to residents.  Several program and 
regulatory areas, including a fulfillment of those announced earlier this year, have been developed. The Oil and Gas 
Commission will be extending the program to further eliminate or minimize well test and clean-up flares by:  

• Requiring pipeline construction prior to the completion of a well to ensure gathering systems are in place for inline 
testing rather than flaring where possible. 

• Enhancing facility design to ensure inline testing. 
The industry is on target to exceed the interim goal of reducing routine flaring by 50 per cent by 2011 and are on our 

way to fully realizing the elimination goal by 2016. Since 2007, as a result of our initiatives, industry has reduced routine 
flaring by 26.5 per cent while ensuring safety remains the top priority. Living Together – Working Together.  

This voluntary community-based initiative will help address local area concerns related to oil and gas activity such as 
traffic safety, speed control, dust, noise and roadway maintenance related to oil and gas activity. Several oil and gas 
companies operating in the Montney Play region of B.C. have made a public commitment to adhere to the Living Together - 
Working Together guiding principles and are listed on the related website at www.empr.gov.bc.ca/MACR/
LivingTogetherWorkingTogether/Pages/default.aspx#top. 

Province of BC  
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Doing business in the oil and gas sector just got a little easier for local companies thanks to the new Energy Services 
BC offices at Community Futures. 

Energy Services BC began as a nonprofit society in 1976, then called Northern Society of Oilfield Contractors & 
Service Firms, and continues to be an advocate for the oil and gas sector. 

The main focus at the moment is the oil and gas sector, but the office will be doing more work on all types of energy in 
the future, as the organization's 2005 name change to Energy Services BC indicates. 

A grand opening of the new office was held at Community Futures and a number of the Northeast Energy Conference 
BC 2009 attendees took some time out to attend the event. 

South Peace MLA and Minister of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Blair Lekstrom was also on hand to thank Energy 
Services BC for helping create a fertile environment for the province's energy companies. 

"We've never said you have to hire our companies... we said you have to give us the opportunity to bid on the work 
because our companies will compete with anybody," Lekstrom said. "We have come a long way. We have developed our 
industry over the last number of years and we're one of the more competitive jurisdictions in North America." 

He continued by saying the citizens of B.C. would not enjoy their current quality of life without the oil and gas 
industry. 

"We wouldn't have the health care provisions, the education provisions, or the social programs," he said. "It brings in 
billions of dollars. There has been over 37 billion dollars of investment from the oil and gas industry since 2001. That 
expenditure means jobs and jobs mean a quality of life." 

Mayor Mike Bernier thanked Energy Services BC for its continued effort and recalled the small number of oil and gas 
jobs that were previously going to local firms before the boom hit the South Peace. 

"I can think back six, seven years ago when the industry was really starting in this area it was more like five or 10%,” 
he said.  “So when we’re up to 70% this is excellent news for our region.” 
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Coming off of mega land sales auctions over the past couple of years, British Columbia is gearing up for its busiest 
drilling season, although the level of activity this winter is still uncertain at this point as producers have yet to firm up plans.  

Year-to-date operators have secured 532 new licenses to drill in BC., a significant drop of over 30% from last year due 
to weak gas prices but less severe than the 44% decline in Alberta licenses and the 61% fall in Saskatchewan permits. 

 
The province has reaped the rewards of intense 

interest in its shale gas resources with the Horn River 
Basin accounting for over 41% of the province's record 
land sales total of $2.66 billion in 2008, the government 
noted in a shale gas activity report released Wednesday. 
The other big gas play in the Montney formation helped 
bring 49% of last year's land sales revenues. 

The Montney play encompasses the Dawson Creek 
and Fort St. John region and the northern section of the 
Deep Basin region in northeast BC. Over the four-year 
period from 2005 to 2008, total rights sales in the 
Montney play region rose to $1.32 billion from $84.5 
million. 

Leading all provinces, British Columbia sold 
$330.61 million at its land sales in the first nine months 
of 2009 at an average price of $1,281 per hectare. Both 
numbers represented huge declines from the same period 
last year when the bonus total topped $2.3 billion and average prices were $3,820 per hectare, record highs for the province. 

 
BC.'s shales are estimated to have the capacity 

to hold 250 tcf to 1,000 tcf of original gas-in-place. 
While the resource potential is huge, only a small 
portion has so far been proven commercial. 

Since 2002, the OGC has approved 38 
experimental scheme projects for shale gas 
potential. Schemes are considered experimental if 
they require ongoing research in drilling, 
completion and/or production technology. Most are 
in areas of relatively low drilling.  

Experimental scheme areas in the Horn River 
Basin are currently held by a number of operators, 
including: 

In June 2008 Stone Mountain Resources 
Ltd. was given approval to explore and evaluate 
the shale gas potential of the Devonian shale 
sequence, specifically the Muskwa, Otter Park and 
Evie formations in the Tattoo area.  

(Continued on page 35) 
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Kodiak Bear Energy Inc. was given the nod in August 2008 to explore and evaluate the Muskwa, Otter Park and 
Evie formations in the Gunnell Creek area.  

In September 2008 Imperial Oil Limited was granted the opportunity to explore, develop and evaluate the shale gas 
potential of the Horn River Basin, specifically the Muskwa, Otter Park and Evie formations in the Komie area.  

EOG Resources Canada Inc. was given approval to explore, evaluate and test the shale gas potential of the 
Muskwa, Otter Park and Evie formations in the Tattoo area.  

In May 2009 an application from Quicksilver Resources Canada Inc. was approved to test the commercial 
viability of the Horn River shale gas in the Fortune area.  

Also in May Hunt Oil Company of Canada was given approval to evaluate and test the shale gas potential of the 
Horn River in the Evie Bank area (Hunt Projects No. 1, 2 and 3).  

Storm Gas Resource Corp. was approved in May to explore and evaluate the shale gas potential of the Horn River 
Formation in the Ootla and Gote areas (SGR projects 1, 2, and 3).  

That same month, EOG was given approval to explore and evaluate the shale gas potential of the Horn River in the 
Gote area.  

The most active operator in the Horn River Basin since 2001 has been EnCana Corporation. The producer is listed 
as operator for 90 wells in the basin with 79 of those categorized as non-experimental and another five wells licensed under 
experimental status but not yet drilled. 

 
After completing its 2008 Horn River drilling program, the 

producer reported average initial production rates of five mmcf 
per day during the first few months of production. The first 
wells completed in 2009 have reported flow rates of 9.5 mmcf 
to 11 mmcf per day after 15 days.  

The relatively unexplored Beaver River area (Liard Basin 
and Fold Belt Region), 160 kilometres northwest of Fort 
Nelson, has captured the interest of producers looking to 
evaluate and test the potential of Mississippian-aged shales of 
the Mattson/Besa River. Some promising results have come out 
of testing completed to date. 

The Beaver River area has seen very little land sale 
activity compared to other shale gas regions in northeast BC. 
Only one parcel was purchased in 2008, located east of the 
Beaver River area in 94-O-13, Block L. A successful bid of 
$237,127 was submitted by Western Land Services 
Company Ltd. for a 778-hectare drilling licence covering 
petroleum and natural gas rights from surface to basement. So 
far in 2009, one parcel has been purchased just west of the 
Beaver River area at 94-O-13 where Mineral Consulting 
Services Ltd. scooped up a 2 120-hectare drilling licence for 
$1.02 million. 

Gas shows in the Mississippian Mattson in the Beaver 
River area are likely due to the presence of a significant shale 
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gas reservoir. Questerre Energy Corporation and Transeuro Energy Corp. have been conducting joint operations 
in the area to evaluate Mississippian-age shales of the Mattson/Besa River as a potential resource play. 

Further south in the Liard Basin, interest is developing in and around the Patry area a potentially high-impact shale gas 
play that may have prospects comparable to the adjacent Horn River Basin. In 2008, land brokers paid $16.8 million for 
68,464 hectares ($245 per hectare) at Patry. In 2009, the April and July land sale saw another $38.5 million to purchase 
52,624 hectares (an average of $751 per hectare). Recent activity shows that Apache Canada Ltd. has a Patry area new 
field wildcat well listed as standing at d-28-B94-O-12, with the Middle Devonian Besa River formation as the projected 
zone. 

The Triassic Upper Montney, meanwhile, has seen exceptional growth in production in recent years, the province 
noted. The Upper Montney consists of light brown, blocky siltstones with interlaminated fine grained sands. Producing 
fields within the Montney play trend include the Monias, Dawson Creek, Swan Lake and Tupper Creek areas. 

ARC Energy Trust is the dominant producer of Upper Montney tight/shale gas in the Dawson Creek field. The trust 
entered the play in 2003 with the purchase of Star Oil & Gas Ltd. and has since developed significant operational 
expertise in developing tight, low permeability formations.  

EnCana has significantly ramped up its operations in the Swan Lake area over the last two years. Its drilling program to 
develop gas from the sandstone, siltstone and shale sequences of the Triassic Montney has exceeded expectations. EnCana 
now holds over 295,000 net hectares of Montney rights in its Cutbank Ridge resource play. EnCana is producing about 226 
mmcf per day from 85 horizontal wells at Swan Lake.  

The producer can now complete as many as eight staged fracture stimulations along the horizontal leg of a well in just 
four days, the report said. Only a couple of years ago, the average time for a staged frac was one every four days using the 
labourious procedure of coiled tubing conveyed bridge plugs and perforating guns. 

With current mapping of the Upper Montney, EnCana has identified 3.7 tcf of original gas-in-place (OGIP) or 25 to 40 
bcf per section. 

To the end of January 2009, about 190 bcf of Montney formation gas has been produced by all companies, of which 
150 bcf came in the last three years. Average production per well has climbed with the move to horizontal drilling and now 
stands at about 1.3 mmcf per day. 

Shale gas activity directed toward Cretaceous horizons continues to be assessed in several areas of the Fort St. John and 
Northern Foothills resource regions. Lower Cretaceous sequences are the exploration focus in the Beg/Jedney areas and 
further south in the Blair Creek and Farrell Creek areas.  

The Farrell Creek and Blair Creek areas, both in the Northern Foothills region, are relatively unexplored but have seen 
a steady increase in land sales over the last three years. In 2008, bonuses garnered from the Farrell Creek area (near the 
town of Hudson's Hope) fetched a total of $156.7 million or $3,342 per hectare for 14 parcels. Ten of the 14 parcels were 
purchased by land brokers while the remaining were purchased directly by producers (Canadian Spirit Resources Inc. 
and Bancroft Oil and Gas Ltd.). Most of the rights in these parcels cover rights from the surface to the base of the 
Cadomin-Dunlevy-Nikanassin or from surface to basement. 

The Town area also saw high activity in terms of land sales in 2008. Although most drilling in this area focuses on 
conventional gas in the Lower Cretaceous Gething and Bluesky formations, there's potential for shale gas in the 
Buckinghorse formation (Fort. St. John Group). In northeast BC the Buckinghorse formation is about 1 000 metres thick 
and extends in a northwesterly direction in a broad, low lying belt along the eastern edge of the Foothills between the 
Halfway and Muskwa rivers. 

JuneWarren Nickle’s Energy Group 
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EnCana Corporation was easily the dominant operator of new wells drilled in the first nine months of 2009 even 
though its effort was much reduced from last year. The company chopped its drilling by 706 wells or 37% compared to 
2008. 

For the first three quarters of 2009, EnCana was the most active operator with 1,196 wells, followed by Canadian 
Natural’s 579 wells. EnCana dominated southeastern Alberta drilling (837 wells but way down from 1,361 a year earlier) 
and northeast British Columbia (85 wells versus 163 last year). Canadian Natural was most active in east central Alberta 
(238 wells) and Northeastern Alberta (147 wells). 

Husky Energy Inc. ranked third to the end of September with 297 wells with Devon Canada Corporation fourth on 
235 wells. 

For both the third quarter and nine month period, the four companies with the largest year-over-year decline in drilling 
were EnCana, Husky, EOG Resources Canada Inc. and Enerplus Resources Fund. EOG was very active in 
southwestern Saskatchewan last year but cut backs its shallow gas drilling program this year while Enerplus reduced its SW 
Saskatchewan activity to only 71 wells this year from 278 in the first nine months of 2008. 

There were few companies increasing their drilling activity this year but some of the more prominent ones were 
StatoilHydro Canada Ltd. (34 wells this year), Shelter Bay Energy Inc. (up 32 wells to 41 holes), Progress 
Energy Resources Corp. (up 22 wells to 34) and Tourmaline Oil Corp. (12 wells this year, none in 2008). 

Ranked by metres drilled, the top operators of the first three quarters of 2009 were EnCana (1.48 million metres), 
Canadian Natural (656 487 metres), ConocoPhillips Canada Limited (350 863 metres), Husky (254 996 metres) and 
Devon (257 874 metres). 

While Royal Dutch Shell plc did not make it into the top 10 ranked by wells drilled, it was sixth overall ranked by 
metres drilled and was in second place in British Columbia, behind only EnCana. Shell has not been a big player on the 
Bulletin’s top operator list for many years but has invested huge sums in recent years to establish itself as a large tight gas 
and shale gas player. 

Ranked by exploratory metres of hole drilled, the top five operators were EnCana, Talisman Energy Inc., Canadian 
Natural, ConocoPhillips and Shell. 

By province, EnCana, Canadian Natural and ConocoPhillips dominated in Alberta while EnCana, Shell, Murphy Oil 
Company Ltd. and Talisman were the most active operators in British Columbia to the end of September. 

In Saskatchewan, TriStar Oil & Gas Ltd. headed the Bulletin’s list with 163 840 metres drilled, followed by 
Crescent Point Energy Corp. (140 746 metres), Petrobank Energy And Resources Ltd. (109 593 metres) and 
Husky (99 124 metres). 

No one came close to Tundra Oil & Gas Partnership in Manitoba where it drilled 192 504 metres of hole with 83 
wells at an average depth/length of 2 377 metres. 
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The Canadian Association of Oilwell Drilling Contractors (CAODC) expects the total average active drilling rig count 
in Western Canada to rise next year by four per cent over 2009 with the strongest activity in British Columbia and 
Saskatchewan. 

In an update the CAODC said the average rig count should climb to 218 in 2010. Drilling days should rise by roughly 
4,000 to 78,480. Most of the increase will come in the third quarter, with a slight improvement in the fourth quarter as well. 

The industry group expects a total of 8,278 wells will be drilled this year for a utilization rate of 24%, compared to 
16,844 wells and utilization of 40% in 2008. 

 
The total number of wells for 

2010 is expected to rise to 8,523. 
Next year, 40% of the fleet will be 

employed during the winter drilling 
season in the first quarter, followed by 
a significant decrease during break-up. 
The actual rig count is similar to 2009 
for the first six months. During 2010, 
a utilization of 27% is expected which 
would be the third year of sub-
economic conditions and close to the 
previous all-time low in 1992. 

Canada's drilling rig fleet peaked 
at 902 in December 2007. Next year it 
is expected to average 800, down from 
862 in the first quarter of 2009. 

The modest improvement during 
the final months of 2010 assumes 
some strength in natural gas prices. 
The CAODC used a gas price forecast 
of $5.50 (Cdn.) per mcf with West 
Texas Intermediate oil at $70 (U.S.) per bbl. Activity levels will be strongest in BC and Saskatchewan as investors 
interested in Alberta opportunities wait for an improvement in the competitiveness position of the province, CAODC said in 
its update. 

The first three quarters of 2009 have been weak in terms of operating days (51,993 days). This is 48% below the first 
three quarters of 2008 and 58% under 2006. Utilization in the first three quarters of 2009 has averaged 23%, compared with 
40% the previous year. 

The time required to drill a well has remained at about nine days in 2009 reflecting a focus on horizontal drilling and 
less exploitation of shallow gas. 

In 2010, the CAODC expects drilling time to rise three per cent to 9.3 days. 
Producers are in the early stages of setting capital programs for next year, but the Canadian Association of Petroleum 

Producers has released preliminary figures that predict a modest increase in oil and gas investment spending in 2010 to $40 
billion from $34 billion this year. Both are off from $54 billion in 2008. 
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Five of the most prominent oil and gas companies in the Northeast provided updates on some of the major projects 
moving ahead during the Northeast BC Energy Conference in Dawson Creek. 

Mike Forgo, vice-president of business services with EnCana Corp., said his company sees huge potential in the 
Northeast. He said natural gas production in British Columbia is expected to rise to 7 billion cubic feet a day (Bcfd) from 
about 3 billion right now. The company continues to see production from the over 730,000 net acres of land rights it holds 
in the Montney area of the BC Peace, and pilot projects continue in the Horn River Basin in the Fort Nelson area. 

Forgo also touched on the benefits for horizontal, multiwell drilling pads in increasing productivity and reducing the 
footprint of the wells on the landscape. He said, for example, a six-well pad has 69% less disturbed area than the equivalent 
number of vertical wells. 

ARC Energy Trust operates approximately 18,000 wells across Western Canada, with a mix of oil and gas 
production.  

The bulk of their activity is in Alberta, although the company plans to grow its production in British Columbia from 
about 11% production currently.  “We’re forecasting in the next three to four years that will increase significantly,” said 
senior operations engineer Bernie Phillip. 

Phillip said since his company acquired Star Oil and Gas in 2003, the Dawson field in the Montney area has become 
their largest producing property, seeing a growth in production to 55 million cubic feet per day (mmcf/d) from 15 mmcf/d. 

He said the company plans to double its production by opening three new gas plants, including a 60-mmcfd gas plant 
expected be on-stream early next year. They also plan to complete 19 horizontal wells this year and 30 in 2010. 

Phillip said his company believes strongly in giving back to the communities they operate in. In Dawson Creek, he said 
they have supported the Step Up and Ride program and the Rotary Manor, and recently donated $100,000 for the 
construction of the Calvin Kruk Centre for the Arts. 

BP (Beyond Petroleum, formerly known as British Petroleum) is one of the biggest oil and gas companies in the 
world, with operations in more than 90 countries. The Noel Major Project, a natural gas development about 60 kilometres 
south of Dawson Creek, is the first big project for BP Canada, explained the project’s field development lead, Allan Lau. 
He said the company has invested $1.4 billion to develop the area, which will include constructing nearly 140 wells over the 
next eight to 10 years, and three compressor stations. He said the first station is nearing completion and construction of the 
second one has already started. They expect to have gas on-stream later this year. 

Lau said his company has also focused heavily on hiring locally, including opportunities for Aboriginal workers, and it 
has recently opened a new office in Dawson Creek. 

“We’ve achieved 70% local contractors for construction and facilities work,” said Lau.  
Shell is also one of the biggest companies in the world, and is looking to expand its operations in the Northeast.   
“We’re really growing our interest and position here in Northeast BC,” said Andrew Dahlin, operations manager for the 

province. 
The company currently has projects in the Farrell Creek area near Hudson’s Hope, the Sukunka-Bullmoose fields in the 

foothills, and in the Deep Basin fields near Fort Nelson, but Dahlin said the “crown jewel” for them is the Groundbirch/ 
Brassey field in the Montney area. He said the company plans to operate four gas plants in the area, with more than 100 
kilometres of gathering systems, natural gas processing and delivery infrastructure. The development currently produces 
about 85 mmcfd with a potential for 100 mmcf/d. 

Spectra Energy, strictly in the processing and transportation business, is nearing the completion of the South Peace 
Pipeline, which will extend about 93 kilometres south from the McMahon Gas Plant in Taylor. The pipeline will have a 
capacity of 221 mmcf/d and will transport sour gas with a hydrogen sulphide (H2S) content of five per cent.  

Spectra Energy is also involved in a carbon capture and storage (CCS) project near its Fort Nelson Gas Plant. John 
Turner, who handles government relations for the company, said the project is still in the research and development phase 
and they still have yet to determine whether or not the carbon dioxide can be contained. 

The company also plans to expand the processing capacity in its West Doe plant near Rolla and at the Fort Nelson Gas 
Plant. 
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P R E S T O N  M A N N I N G 
A special guest was invited to speak during the Northeast BC Energy Conference in Dawson Creek on an issue relevant 

to many in the region. 
Preston Manning, founder of the Reform Party of Canada and Leader of the Opposition in the House of Commons from 

1997 to 2000, delivered a keynote address entitled “Community Interests and Responsible Development of Energy 
Resources.” Manning said he wanted to offer suggestions on how to reconcile conflicts of interest between communities 
and the energy industry in the region. He said he has some knowledge on the issue because he used to work as a consultant 
before his political career. 

“The difficult part in reconciling conflicting interests …is when there’s good and right on both sides,” said Manning. 
“Finding the equitable balance becomes the real challenge in reconciling a lot of these interests.” 

He said while the industry brings jobs, investment, and royalty revenues, it also generates concerns within communities 
because of dust, noise, health and environmental issues and conflicts with landowners. He said those tensions are 
compounded when there is incomplete information or mistrust on either side, the lack of fair negotiating process and/or a 
lack of resources from individuals or communities to represent their interests adequately.  

Manning said an important part of reconciling those issues is for both sides to agree on the facts. He said if there is not 
an agreement on the facts – whether it’s the risks associated with sour natural gas or flaring, for example – it is unlikely 
there would be a satisfactory solution for both sides. He said one way to achieve agreement where none exists is through 
fact-finding queries by regulatory tribunals or independent groups.  

He said in some situations, science and technology will present a solution to a conflict as well. However, he said 
technology can be a double-edged sword – solving one problem but creating another – and so that should be acknowledged 
and assessed in the application of any new technology. 

He said government policy, regulation and grassroots democracy have an important role in solving conflicts. 
He said government policy and regulation creates the framework in which community and industry interests come into 

play, and governments naturally have an interest in balancing the well-being of a community with the economic activity 
created by industry. 

“I see progress,” he said. “It may not be fast enough for everybody, but I see progress in changes to government policy 
and regulation in response to input from communities and the industry.” 

Manning said there are two ways people can respond when public policy or regulations are not satisfactory: 
they can give up and accept the status quo or work to change them through democratic processes. 
He said government and industry should not be afraid of an open, honest discussion of the issues. At the same time, he 

said communities and interest groups should not try to dictate policy but rather demonstrate how they are doing things 
differently. 

He said both sides should accept responsibility in trying to resolve conflicts. From the community standpoint, he said 
leaders must make it clear that they are committed to the peaceful resolution of conflicts and opposed to violence. 

He said violent protests or reactions not only risk people’s lives but are also counterproductive in that they usually turn 
public opinion against the protesters and their cause. 

He said there are peaceful alternatives. He said the judicial mediation is one, but it tends to be an expensive, time-
consuming process that creates winners and losers, which can poison relationships for some time. He said a more acceptable 
option that can lead to resolutions out of court is for both sides to decide on a mediator. He said sometimes there exists an 
individual or organization uniquely qualified to mediate a specific dispute, because of a connection with both sides and a 
commitment to resolve the issue. 
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F L A R I N G  RE D U C T I O N S  
Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources Minister Blair Lekstrom said the province is on track to meet its target of 

eliminating routine flaring by 2016, and he announced a new initiative that will help in reaching that commitment. 
In an effort to reduce flaring caused by flow testing, the minister announced that companies would now be required to 

build pipelines prior to the completion of wells where possible. He said there may be situations where that isn’t possible, but 
said there are other technologies available such as vapour recovery units (VRUs) that could help meet those reduction 
targets. 

In its annual report on flaring, the Oil and Gas Commission reports a 26.5% reduction in solution gas flaring (which 
occurs at well sites where the well is designed for the production of oil or other hydrocarbons, but some gas is also 
produced). This is on track with meeting the interim target of a 50% reduction by 2011, as laid out in the BC Energy Plan of 
2007.  

The OGC also introduced a Flaring, Incinerating and Venting Reduction Guideline last year that looks at other forms of 
flaring that are not routine.  

Lekstrom said he would continue to work with industry to find ways to reduce flaring, but would not do so at the risk of 
workers’ and the publics’ safety. 

The minister also touched on some of the other initiatives his ministry is working on in relation to the quality of life of 
rural residents affected by oil and gas activity.  

He mentioned the new “Living Together – Working Together” initiative, a voluntary initiative to help address local 
concerns around traffic safety, speed control, dust, noise, road maintenance and other issues related to oil and gas activity. 
The initiative outlines principles around cooperation, communication, respect and accountability, and several companies 
have already signed on to the voluntary registry.  

Lekstrom said his ministry is also moving towards a process to require land agents to be certified and licensed in 
British Columbia. 

“Land agents are usually the first point of contact with the farmers and the landowners in our area, and we want to 
ensure we have the highest quality and the highest standard,” he said. 

He added they’re in the process of selecting a “farmer’s advocate,” although he did not say when an announcement 
would be made. 

There was also no announcement on changes to setback regulations, although Lekstrom said they plan to move forward 
on the issue very soon. 
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Room revenues in the province rose 1.2% 
(seasonally adjusted) in April, ending a four 
month-long downturn. The increase was largely due to 
a recovery in Mainland/Southwest (+2.1%), where 
revenues rose for the first time since October. Thompson/
Okanagan (+1.1%) made a comeback after a weak 
performance in March, and Kootenay (+2.7%), Nechako 
(+3.7%) and Northeast (+8.1%) also posted gains. 
However, revenues fell in North Coast (–4.7%), 
Vancouver Island/Coast (–2.1%), and Cariboo (–1.8%) 
where they were down for a sixth consecutive month. Data 
Source: BC Stats 

BC Stats Infoline Issue: 09-31 August 7, 2009 
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Up to $1.55 million will be invested in funding a pilot project to protect B.C.'s commercial livestock from predators. 
The B.C. Wild Predator Loss Prevention Mitigation Pilot Program will receive the funding over three years through the 

Investment Agriculture Foundation of B.C., a not-for-profit organization that manages and distributes funds on behalf of the 
provincial and federal governments. 

The pilot project's goal is to protect B.C.'s commercial livestock sector from wildlife predators, while preserving 
natural predator-prey relationships. The pilot project will also look at prevention, mitigation, compensation, program 
delivery and management. 

The project will be easily accessible for everyone throughout the province. It will also provide industry with a 
protection plan for the future, to help the province protect the natural wildlife population in B.C. Other recent support for 
the livestock sector in British Columbia includes more than $5.5 million provided to the BC Cattlemen's Association for 
fencing-related components on Crown land, and the creation of the new ranching task force, to find ways government and 
industry can work together to develop a long-term plan for a more profitable, self-sustaining industry. 

www.energeticcity.ca 
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Room revenues in British Columbia slid lower 
in June (–1.5%, seasonally adjusted), the sixth 
decline registered in the past seven months. In 
general, room revenues have been trending downward 
since mid-year in 2008 and are currently at levels not seen 
since mid-2005. The coastal regions of Vancouver Island/
Coast (–2.9%), Mainland/Southwest (–2.4%) and North 
Coast (–6.6%), as well as Kootenay (–3.7%), all saw 
revenues fall.  

These declines were only partly offset by a boost in 
revenues in Thompson/Okanagan (+2.1%), Cariboo 
(+2.1%), Nechako (+8.8%) and Northeast (+4.7%). Data 
Source: BC Stats 

BC Stats Infoline Issue: 09-39 October 2, 2009 
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First Coal Corporation has received approval to amend its exploration permit to extract a bulk sample of up to 50,000 
tonnes of coal from its Central South property near Chetwynd, British Columbia. The Bulk Sample Amendment is an 
important step toward enabling First Coal to develop coal resources. 

The company plans to begin extraction of its bulk sample in the fourth quarter of 2009. 
First Coal is planning to submit a Small Mine Permit application to the BC Government to allow it to commence 

production in the last quarter of 2010 at an annualized rate of 245,000 tonnes of clean coal. Extensive environmental and 
planning work has been underway for the last four years to ensure that adequate information is available for First Coal to 
achieve this objective. 

First Coal's properties fall within Treaty 8 territory, which includes the traditional lands of four aboriginal groups the 
company has been actively consulting with -- the McLeod Lake Indian Band, Halfway River First Nation, Saulteau First 
Nations and West Moberly First Nations. 

First Coal is committed to providing employment and business opportunities to area First Nations and local companies 
while also ensuring safeguards to protect the environment and in particular the local caribou population. The company has 
signed memoranda of understanding with the McLeod Lake Indian Band and Halfway River First Nation, and continues to 
build relationships with the Saulteau and West Moberly First Nations. 

First Coal Corporation 

Mining 
F I R S T  C OA L 

September 

Western Coal Corp., formerly Western Canadian Coal, had cut back production significantly at its Wolverine Mine 
and as a result laid off half of the 440 workers working there back in May. However, the company is reporting its 
operational improvements for the mine are on track, and it will be looking to increase production to the permitted level of 3 
million tonnes per annum (Mt/a) from its current production of under 2 Mt/a.  

Peace River Coal reported hiring 125 people between January and September, with 60% coming from either 
Tumbler Ridge, Chetwynd or Dawson Creek.  

Unicorn International Mines Group Inc., is currently exploring the Hasler southwest of Chetwynd.  
A new fuel alternative being explored by Victoria-based Blue Fuel Energy Corporation could mean even more 

economic activity for the region. 
President and CEO Juergen Puetter explained his company sees potential in dimethyl ether (called blue fuel because of 

the flame produced when it burns), a hydrocarbon similar in physical properties to propane, but produces little carbon 
dioxide and no sulphur dioxide emissions. 

Puetter holds the same positions with Aeolis Wind Power Corporation, and he said there is so much potential with 
wind power in the region, but not enough demand from BC Hydro, so they decided to explore other uses for the electricity.  

Initially, he said the idea was to separate hydrogen molecules from water using electricity and combine the hydrogen 
with carbon dioxide emitted from a Spectra natural gas plant near Chetwynd, potentially creating about a million litres of 
fuel. However, he said the demand would be much greater than they could meet, so Puetter has approached coal companies 
in the Northeast about using coal in a similar process to create much more fuel.  

Puetter said the fuel production could create a value-added industry for the Northeast. He said the fuel could be used to 
replace diesel, and could also be used for cooking and heating as well. He said other countries such as Japan and China are 
already producing the fuel, and there is an emerging market for it. 

Northeast News 

C OA L  M I N I N G 

October 
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S WA N B E RG  A I R  E X PA N D S 
Commencing Oct. 13 Swanberg Air will be offering a flight connecting Calgary, Red Deer, Edmonton and Grande 

Prairie and will be adding Dawson Creek, B.C. to its northeastern British Columbia route. 
Swanberg Air has been operating since 2000 providing scheduled passenger service in Western Alberta and 

Northeastern BC as well as freight, hot shot and on-demand charter services. 

Regina Leader-Post 

September 

Transportation 

More than a quarter of a million hectares in the Dawson Creek timber supply area will be managed to conserve old-
growth forest biodiversity and habitat. 

The 250,470 hectares are in 240 separate areas in the timber supply area, with the largest being about 10,000 hectares in 
size. Old growth-management areas are mapped pieces of forest that forest companies are required to identify while 
preparing forest stewardship plans, and are managed to coincide with the forest’s natural lifecycle. As the lifecycles of the 
trees in the area ends they may be harvested by the licensee, providing the licensee offers a replacement old-growth 
management area, which the Province recognizes as having similar qualities.  

The 250,470 hectares are the first in the Dawson Creek timber supply area to be defined as old-growth management 
areas, and replaces a practice that required licensees to manage a percentage of their land base for old-growth biodiversity, 
but did not map those sections of land. The Dawson Creek timber supply area is roughly between the Peace River and 
Kakwa Provincial Park, and Pine Le Moray Provincial Park and the Alberta border.  

In Northern BC, old-growth forests are those that are more than 120 to 140 years old. Old-growth management areas 
create habitat for thousands of plant and animal species including mountain caribou, while allowing for the cultivation of 
non-timber forest products such as mushrooms, berries, and medicinal plants.  

Government of BC News Release 

DAW S O N  C R E E K  TSA 
July 

Forestry 
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City News 

The City of Dawson Creek received a national award for an important, yet rare, practice of listening to staff members in 
an effort to improve services. 

"In lots of organizations, people who are doing the work really do have some great ideas, but organizations don't 
always listen to them," said Sharon Peterson, director of corporate excellence, who announced Dawson Creek was the 
recipient of the National Quality Institute's Canadian Award for Excellence Silver Certificate. 

The National Quality Institute is an independent not-for-profit organization committed to advancing organizational 
excellence across Canada. The city began working with the organization's criteria about five years ago and has since made it 
to Level 3 certification based largely off internal communications. 

"This initiative has certainly got us listening to front-end staff," said Peterson. 'There are only three cities west of 
Ontario that have reached this benchmark so we're really excited about it.” 

On the road to certification, the institute will look at various aspects of a business or corporation including customer 
service, leadership and responsibility towards society and the environment. 

Mayor Mike Bernier said the Level 3 certification validates decisions made by council, despite occasionally rocky 
reception from outspoken citizens. 

“The direction our city’s going in is excellent, it’s the right direction and the staff we have in place to take us there are 
second to none,” he said. 

"The amount of pride that we get, the enjoyment people get coming to work because they buy into the whole idea of 
'how can we make Dawson Creek a better place' is because they believe in that direction too," he said. "It's a perfect 
example of why we won this award." 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

A WA R D  F O R E XC E L L E N C E  S I LV E R  C E R T I F I C AT E 

Canadian Utility Construction Corp. has generously donated $1500 towards the Calvin Kruk Centre for the Arts 
in Dawson Creek.  The funding, in combination with $6.4 million in federal and provincial grants, moves the development 
of the centre one step closer to reality. 

“This donation from Canadian Utility Construction Corporation demonstrates the company’s willingness to participate 
in our community, despite it’s relative newcomer status to the area.  We are very grateful for this show of support toward 
community spirit in the region,” said Dawson Creek Mayor Mike Bernier. 

“Dawson Creek is a wonderful partner,” said Tom Kramer, President and CEO of Canadian Utility Construction Corp.  
“We are proud to support this project, which will strengthen and support the Dawson Creek community, a community we 
are proud to be a part of.” 

The City’s historic post office building will be converted into a community and cultural centre and will include a multi-
purpose theatre, meeting rooms, dance and textile studios and administrative offices.  The centre will provide a venue for 
local arts and will benefit the community by showcasing cultural diversity in the South Peace River area. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

C A N A D I A N  U T I L I T Y  C O N S T RU C T I O N 

July 
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The Dawson Creek RCMP detachment is adding four 
more officers dedicated for service to rural communities. 

The detachment is working with Electoral Area 
Director of Area “D”, Wayne Hiebert, to find a suitable 
location for its satellite detachment. 

Hiebert says the satellite detachment is likely to be 
located in Tomslake and the crews will likely be in 
Tomslake for around six months with the detachment set 
up by fall. 

www.Energeticcity.ca 

RCMP S AT E L L I T E  
O F F I C E ARC Resources Ltd. has become the third oil and 

gas company to throw its weight behind the Calvin Kruk 
Centre for the Arts by recently donating $100,000 towards 
the project. 

This will be the third donation following the leads of 
Huron Energy Corporation, which donated $10,000 in 
June and EnCana, which led the way with a $250,000 
donation in May. 

CAO Jim Chute said donations from large industry 
partners, like ARC, are not only monetarily beneficial but 
are a good indication of their commitment to the area. 

“What’s encouraging is although we are hearing a lot 
about the current commodity pricing for natural gas and 
the warnings of at least a short term slowdown in industry, 
they clearly intend to be here for the long haul,” Chute 
said.  “You wouldn’t have companies like ARC and 
EnCana making these investments in the community if 
their corporate plan wasn’t that they weren’t going to be 
here in the long haul.” 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

ARC R E S O U RC E S  L T D.  

City News 

Ducks Unlimited Canada (DUC) is proposing to 
restore a slough near Dawson Creek that has the potential 
to be an important habitat for waterfowl and other wildlife. 

The Piper Slough would incorporate an 11.8 hectare 
(29 acres) wetland and associated uplands, northwest of 
the city on 17th Avenue.  DUC secured a 30-year 
conservation easement with the property owners, the Piper 
family, to rent the land, and will receive funding for the 
project from EnCana Corp. and DUC’s conservation 
partners. 

DUC has applied for a license from the water 
stewardship division of the Ministry of Environment.  If 
they get approval, they would look to restore and enhance 
the current site, which due to historical drainage, land 
management and infrastructure construction, is not a 
significant habitat for waterfowl throughout the growing 
season. 

Northeast News 

D U C K S  UN L I M I T E D  

The City of Dawson Creek hosted a workshop in July 
to facilitate a discussion on it Affordable Housing 
Strategy. 

A number of community groups were represented, 
most of which belong to the Housing Response Network 
(HRN), and they had a chance to give their opinion on 
what that strategy should look like. 

Margaret Eberle of Eberle Planning and Research was 
hired by the City to help identify the trends and issues 
specific to Dawson Creek, and suggest options on how to 
deal with those issues.  She said here research indicates 
that there is a lack of rental spaces available due to the 
demand from the oil and gas workforce.  As a result, the 
average rent in the city has risen 11% from $563 to $754 
in the last two years.  She said that is $143 more than what 
the average one-person household can afford to pay. 

She said that not only makes it difficult for low to mid
-income individuals to find a home, but it is even harder 
for individuals with mental health and addiction issues or 
disabilities, or people who are looking to get off the street 
or out of transitional housing. 

Northeast News 

A F F O R DA B L E HO U S I N G  
O P T I O N S  

July 

http://www.Energeticcity.ca
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M U R P H Y  OI L  
Murphy Oil Company Ltd. is the most recent oil and gas producer in the area to make a donation towards the Calvin 

Kruk Performing Arts Centre. 
"It think we're on a roll here," said Mayor Mike Bernier, who announced the $50,000 donation earlier this week. "Every 

council meeting I think we've been able to announce another company coming forward with quite a substantial donation." 
This was the sixth such donation in as many council meetings, and Bernier said he would have to work diligently to 

ensure he has another such announcement at the Sept. 14 council meeting. 
"A big thanks to Murphy and all the companies that have been contributing to this project and understand the 

importance of it for our community as we continue to build and grow," said Bernier. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 

Municipalities in British Columbia want the senior levels of government to share more of the cost of RCMP police 
services, and would like more accountability from the federal police force to local governments. 

The current contracts that define the roles and responsibilities of all three levels of government in funding and 
overseeing the RCMP are set to expire on March 31, 2012. The process of negotiations to renew those contracts has begun 
between the federal government and the provincial/territorial governments.  

In a compromise reached between the Union of British Columbia Municipalities (UBCM) and the provincial 
government, local governments will have a representative that will advise the province’s contract renewal team. A local 
government working group (LGWG) of 11 representatives has been established to gather information from municipalities 
on the terms they’d like to see in the negotiations. A day-long session at the UBCM conference this fall will give local 
governments an opportunity to come to a consensus on what those terms should be. 

Jim Chute, CAO for the City of Dawson Creek, and Fred Banham, CAO for the Peace River Regional District, are the 
representatives of the Peace Region on that working group. Chute said while the advisory role for municipalities is a step in 
the right direction, he’s concerned that the interests of the province will ultimately trump any concerns from local 
governments. 

“That is the problem, that wherever our interests as municipalities are different from the provincial interests, the 
provincial interests will rule,” said Chute.  

He added the provincial government may not be willing to take a hard stance with the federal government in 
negotiations because policing is just not as big an issue for the province as it is for municipalities, and the province benefits 
from a good working relationship with Ottawa on other issues like health care and education.  

Currently in British Columbia, municipalities with populations of 15,000 or more pay 90% of their RCMP costs, while 
municipalities between 5,000 and 15,000 pay 70%, with the respective balances being paid by the federal government. 

In towns under 5,000 people and rural areas, local governments and the province each pays 35% of RCMP costs, while 
the federal government pays 30%. 

Chute said policing is the largest single item on the annual budget for most municipalities in the province – as much as 
32%of the budget in Dawson Creek. He said it is not really an issue about which level of government pays for what, since it 
all comes from the same taxpayer in the end, but it’s about the local government’s ability to pay. He said local governments 
can only raise so much money for policing costs through property taxes, which don’t reflect a taxpayer’s income, ability to 
pay, or the level of service needed in a particular community. 

He said it is unlikely, however, that senior levels of government would agree to any terms that would mean more of the 
cost would be borne by them. 

Northeast News 

P O L I C I N G  SE RV I C E S  

City News 
August 
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When Dawson Creek firefighter Mark Sutton decided to enter the 2009 World Police and Fire Games, he just thought 
he'd give it a try, curious how he'd stack up against some of the other competitors in the swimming pool. 

"I looked at the results from '07 which gave me a baseline. So I had expectations to do reasonably well with the hope 
that I would medal, and if I did, that was just icing on the cake," said Sutton, a full-time firefighter for two years and an 
auxiliary member for the previous eight. 

Turns out he stacked up just fine and did his city and fire department proud by winning a couple of bronze medals and 
narrowly missing a third at the July 31 - Aug. 9 competition in Vancouver. 

The 43-year-old was third in the 100-metre breaststroke. He also teamed up with a woman who works for Canada 
Border Services and a couple of Australians to take a second bronze in the 400-metre mixed relay. And he just barely 
missed a third medal in another final but was out-touched by a swimmer from Hong Kong. 

Along with the thrill of winning medals, Sutton also had the opportunity to build some bonds with other like-minded 
professionals. The event attracted thousands of emergency personnel from around the world, and he made friends with other 
firefighters and police officers. 

"That was the biggest part of it, meeting new people. I made friends with a guy from Michigan. He was a motorcycle 
cop. And there were the swimmers from Australia and a woman from Montreal, and I networked all over the place," 
explained Sutton. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

WO R L D  PO L I C E & FI R E  GA M E S  

The announcement of a proposed natural gas distribution system for Tomslake is some of the best oil and gas related 
news to hit the area in the past year. 

The system is a joint project between Pacific Northern Gas Ltd. (PNG), EnCana and the Peace River Regional 
District and is an example of the benefits created by an oil and gas driven community, said the vice president of operations 
and engineering for PNG. 

The Peace River Regional District has contributed $1,090,750 in financial support to this project through its Fair Share 
fund, while EnCana is providing $150,000. The project consists of the installation of approximately 140 kilometers of 
natural gas distribution mains and related service lines and facilities. Construction is expected to continue throughout the 
fall and into next spring if necessary. 

Gas resources in the area changed dramatically after EnCana and other players began taping the Tomslake area. "Now 
with EnCana out there with a sweetening plant to supply gas to their compressors and what not, PNG was able to strike up a 
deal with EnCana to supply gas to the distribution system," said Hiebert. 

Currently the residents of Tomslake must choose between propane, diesel and electricity to heat their homes. Wayne 
Hiebert, director for electoral Area D said natural gas is less costly than these three sources, adds to property values, 
produces fewer pollutants than propane or diesel and provides security of supply. 

Hiebert said the residents of Tomslake have shown enough interest in switching to natural gas to make the project 
viable and believes interests will peak further when they begin building the system. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

TO M S L A K E R E C E I V E S  HO U S E H O L D  NAT U R A L  G A S  

City News 
August 
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TO RC H  RE L AY  GR A N T S  
Dawson Creek and surrounding communities have received 2010 Olympic Torch Relay Community Grants totaling 

$53,000. The grants will help support community spirit festivals for the running of the torch relay across the province 
including through northeast British Columbia. 

The list of local grants include:  
• City of Dawson Creek: $30,000 for a Torch Relay Celebration on January 31, 2010, that will include public 

performers of jiggers, hoop dancers, a community band, a community theatre group show; art displays from local 
schools; a community breakfast; and First Nations dancers. 

• Saulteau First Nations: $7,000 for a Torch Relay Aboriginal festival of traditional drummers and games; a 
community feast; and Métis celebrations on January 31, 2010. 

• Tumbler Ridge: $8,000 for a Torch Relay Welcoming Festival that will include a "Swim Laps to Whistler" contest; 
community breakfast; local musicians; art displays; and a hockey tournament on January 31, 2010. 

• District of Chetwynd: $8,000 for a Torch Relay Welcoming Festival including local live entertainment; bonfire; 
sleigh rides; tobogganing; and face painting on January 31, 2010. 

The 2010 Olympic Flame will be lit on Oct. 22, 2009 and handed over to a representative of Canada in Athens, Greece 
on Oct. 29 before making its trans-Atlantic flight. The flame will visit every province and territory in the country and will 
be carried by approximately 12,000 torchbearers.  

Tumbler Ridge News 

City News 
August 

E N E RG Y C O N F E R E N C E  2009  
In an effort to create a dialogue between citizens and the province's energy industry, next week's Northeast BC Energy 

Conference 2009 at the EnCana Events Centre will feature a number of public events, said the committee chair and host 
Mayor Mike Bernier. 

One of the highlights will be a talk featuring conservative politician and author Preston Manning. The free event is 
called "Community Interests and Responsible Development of Energy". 

The Northeast BC Energy Conference 2009 was previously known as the Oil and Gas Conference but with the 
Government's shift in energy policy came a change in the name. 

"It changed to the Northeast Energy Conference because we're trying to branch out with all of the other... green energy 
sources that are starting to emerge in the energy sector," said Bernier. "We're trying to branch out and get them involved as 
well." 

He added the oil and gas companies are not threatened by the prospect of alternative energies but some of the first to 
use them to their advantage. 

"Nobody's threatened by the alternative energies because a lot of the time these guys are working in rural areas and 
need solar or wind in order to run some of their facilities," he said. "They actually need those industries to develop and 
become available to help in their own oil and gas explorations." 

The basis of the conference is to provide an opportunity for the service sector and the companies, such as EnCana, 
Altagas, BP and Murphy Oil to get together and discuss issues pertaining to the energy industry. 

There will also be an educational component to the conference. A number of speakers, such as Manning, Bernier, and 
Minister of Energy Mines and Petroleum Resources Blair Lekstrom, will be presenting on the changes, challenges and 
opportunities faced by the energy industry. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

September 
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The days of accidentally traveling down 92 Avenue and having to pull a U-turn to avoid road damage will soon be 
over, as $772,645 in infrastructure funding has been announced by all three levels of government. 

Mayor Mike Bernier was happy to announce the impending fix of the unsightly scar on the well-travelled city street, 
though he wouldn't reveal the number of times he personally stumbled onto the closed section of road. 

"All truth to that, more times than I want to actually admit to," Bernier said with a laugh. "You'd think I know better 
living and driving up in that area." 

The city of Dawson Creek applied for assistance from the other tiers of government on the $772,645 repair job. 
The cost of the 92 avenue repairs will now be included as part of a cost sharing infrastructure and split three ways 

between the municipality and the federal and provincial governments. This means the City of Dawson Creek will pay about 
$257,000. 

The funding for the repairs was part of a B.C. and Canada announcement of $7.7 million in funding for the creation of 
50 new jobs through the Building Canada Fund and Infrastructure Stimulus Fund for Peace River South. 

Other joint projects include $1.5 million for a new reservoir in Pouce Coupe to improve reliability and efficiency of the 
water system. Chetwynd will have $596,621 to reconstruct and widen 450 metres of 53 Avenue. The Peace River Regional 
District will have almost $1.8 million for improvements in the Harper and Imperial subdivisions. A capital project of $3.1 
million will be included for road resurfacing that will extend from the junction of Highways 2 and 97 to Kiskatinaw Bridge. 

"This has been in the works for sometime," Lekstrom said about the funding announcement. "We have put out a 
significant amount of money into capital infrastructure already. This is, again, going to help our communities, our regional 
district." 

Lekstrom added these types of funding announcements shows how all levels of government can work together to 
benefit individual communities. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

92 N D A V E N U E  RE PA I R S  

The Calvin Kruk Centre for the Arts project is moving ahead. 
MHPM Project Managers has been hired to manage the construction of the new arts centre, which will be housed in the 

old post office building downtown. Following a bidding process, the company was chosen for their experience in managing 
similar projects and their expertise in designing LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) buildings. 
MHPM's project experience includes the Richmond Olympic Oval and the City of Abbotsford Cultural Centre. 

The 42,000 square foot post office building will be converted into a community and cultural centre and will feature the 
Kiwanis Performing Arts Centre, a multi-purpose theatre space, meeting rooms, dance and textile studios and administrative 
offices. The design will incorporate "green" technology to reduce its environmental footprint and to help meet the City of 
Dawson Creek's pledge to become carbon neutral. 

The project is estimated to cost about $9.25 million. The federal and provincial governments will contribute a total of 
$6.4 million, and a number of private donors have come to the table, bringing the total money committed to nearly $7 
million. 

Northeast News 

A RT S  C E N T R E P RO J E C T  M A N AG E R  H I R E D 
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The City of Dawson Creek is involved in a pilot project that will look to turn an agricultural waste product into bio-
energy. 

Emanuel Machado, director of corporate planning and sustainable community development, explained the city was 
looking to reduce its dependence on natural gas in an effort to become more energy self-sufficient, and began exploring 
biomass as an option. 

"We wanted to find a renewable source, but for us it was imperative that it didn't include food items, and it was also 
imperative that it didn't include items that required intensive farming practices like water and fertilizer," he said. 

He added they also didn't want to use a fuel source that other industries were using, such as woodchips from sawmills, 
because they didn't want to find themselves in a position of having to decide whether to keep a mill running or heat an 
arena. 

"After taking all of those off the table, we found an agricultural waste product from fescue grass straw, which has been 
cultivated in this area for upwards of 50 years," said Machado. "Every two or three years they need to remove the straw 
from the fields to reseed it, and it's generally baled, and in some cases used for bedding or even food for animals, but it 
doesn't have a lot of caloric or nutritional value." 

He said fescue is very abundant in both the Alberta and BC Peace Regions, and the city has been working with the 
agricultural community on both sides of the border to develop partnerships. The aim is to harvest and pelletize the straw so 
it can be incinerated and used as an alternative to natural gas. 

"We're one of two or three regions in the world that grows these seeds. There's plenty to go around - there's upwards of 
4,400 tons (3,992 metric tonnes) just within 20 kilometres of the city, and there's over 15,000 tons (13,608 tonnes) in the 
North Peace area, and there's a lot more than that on the Alberta side. We need just over 1,000 tons (907 tonnes) to do all of 
our city facilities." 

Machado said within a year to 18 months they hope to have a pilot in place, beginning with the largest public building 
in the city, the South Peace Multiplex. 

He said the city has partnered with the Peace River Regional District and the South Peace Economic Development 
Commission to look at other opportunities in the Dawson Creek area. 

Machado said the next phase of the project will include calculating the cost of harvesting, storing, delivering, and, 
perhaps, pelletizing the straw, and then determining the value producers will get for their work. 

He said the city is trying to become a producer, rather than just a consumer, of energy, and renewables like wind, solar 
and biomass have made that possible. 

Northeast News 

BI O -MA S S  P RO J E C T  
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S U S TA I N A B L E  C O M M U N I T Y 
The City of Dawson Creek continues to be a leading example of a sustainable community, said the executive director of 

the Canadian Institute of Sustainable Living (CISL). 
"I can sum it up by saying you rock. You rock Dawson Creek," Mike Simpson told Dawson Creek City Council 

Monday. "We're your number one fan and we've been literally going around the province... visiting community after 
community and you (Dawson Creek) come up time and time again in everybody's minds as the place that's doing a lot at the 
community level and that other people want to emulate." 

CISL is a B.C.-based, not-for-profit environmental NGO. When it formed in 2000, it focused mainly on environmental 
issues but has since broadened its horizons to include work in developing nations on issues such as human rights and 
welfare and work to pro-mole the idea of a sustainable planet. 

Simpson didn't just travel from CISI.'s home office in Smithers to bestow compliments on council but also announced 
Dawson Creek placed second in its Energetic Olympics competition. The Energetic Olympics is a friendly, 16-municipality 
competition focusing on reducing carbon footprints through transportation, heating, electricity, goods and services and food 
and consumptions. 

Dawson Creek had been leading the pack in the heavyweight division, which includes all municipalities with a 
population greater than 5,000 but was beat out by Terrace in the final stretch. 

"They squeaked past you in this competition by very little. I actually thought you had it hands down," Simpson said, 
adding Dawson Creek is still holding its reputation as B.C.'s sustainable city. 

Simpson then told a story about the CISL mascot spreading the word about the Energetic Olympics during this year's 
Union of British Columbian Municipalities UBCM) convention last week, and said nobody was surprised lo hear what city 
was in the lead. 

"We a had polar bear walking around with a life-jacket on talking to people about it and the first question all the 
politicians asked of course was 'whose winning?' " he said. "We told them Dawson Creek was winning and you would be 
proud to hear their response was always  'oh, of course.' Everybody knows about your community in British Columbia, and 
everybody knows what you've been doing." 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

Construction is underway for Driver House, a new $10.9-million development that will provide 25 units of affordable 
housing for Aboriginal seniors and families in Dawson Creek. 

The Province is providing a capital grant of $10.6 million to facilitate the construction of Driver House to develop new, 
affordable housing for Aboriginal people living off-reserve. The land for the building site was donated by Lola Wall and is 
valued at $130,000. The City of Dawson Creek donated additional land, adjacent to the site, estimated at $130,000 for the 
project. 

Dawson Creek Native Housing Society (DCNHS) will operate and manage the development. The society was one of 
the successful proponents following a proposal call for housing developments issued by the Province in 2007 in 
consultation with the Aboriginal Housing Management Association (AHMA). 

Government of BC News Release 

A B O R I G I N A L  HO U S I N G  P RO J E C T  
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City council voted on Oct. 19 to adopt an Affordable Housing Strategy. 
The issue of affordable housing was identified as a priority during public consultations around the city's Official 

Community Plan update, and the strategy coincides with a new draft OCP being developed. 
The strategy includes several recommendations with the goals of improving afford-ability and conditions for renters, 

including those with special needs; encouraging a diversity of housing types for people of all ages, abilities and income 
levels; and promoting sustainability and affordability through land use planning, building form and energy efficiency. 

To deal with the issue of low rental vacancy rates, the city is moving towards legalizing secondary suites. Emmanuel 
Machado, Director of Corporate Planning said those suites already exist, but changing the bylaws would allow homeowners 
to make improvements and expand the suites. 

The city will also look to establish a one-stop website for all housing-related funding opportunities, including BC 
Housing's Rental Assistance Program (RAP) and the Canadian Mortgage and Housing Corporation's Residential 
Rehabilitation Assistance Program (RRAP), which offers grants and loans for upgrading. 

The draft OCP and Affordable Housing Strategy include policies and recommendations to encourage multi family 
dwellings, which increase density and are generally more affordable than single family dwellings. Machado said currently 
70% of the housing stock is single-family, which is not necessarily a good mix. 

Both Belak and Machado said the new OCP should address some of the issues around zoning by identifying where 
those types of developments are planned. 

The draft OCP includes policies to encourage the development of non-market and supportive housing for seniors and 
people with special needs. Those incentives could include allowing bonus density in exchange for a certain percentage of 
non-market housing and relaxing parking requirements. Local agencies like the Dawson Creek Society for Community 
Living and South Peace Community Resources Society have raised concerns about the availability of affordable and stable 
housing for their clients, many of whom live on fixed incomes. 

The strategy suggests as a long-term goal for the city, with the help of community partners and senior government 
funding, to purchase and rehabilitate "problem hotels/ motels" and turn them into permanent affordable housing units, with 
support staff to ensure stability. 

The strategy recommends the creation of a permanent centre for the homeless and those dealing with mental health and 
addictions issues.   

The entire Affordable Housing Strategy can be viewed online by visiting the City of Dawson Creek website and 
following the links to the Oct. 19 agenda. 

Northeast News 

A F F O R DA B L E HO U S I N G  S T R AT E G Y 

The City of Dawson Creek has reported $328,222.41 in gaming revenue received from Chances Gaming Entertainment 
Centre Dawson Creek from the first two quarters of 2009. 

Dawson Creek receives 10 per cent of net gaming revenue from the centre for being a host city and disperses those 
funds in the form of grants to various social groups and to fund capital projects and Tourism Dawson Creek. 

Chief financial officer Shelly Woolf said if the next two quarters yields the same as the first then the city would receive 
less funding from Chances in 2009, about $656,000, than the previous two years. 

In 2007 the city received $856,000 and in 2008 received $726,000. 
Funding received by the city for the last "period," which includes the last two quarters of 2008 and the first two 

quarters of 2009 was $493,232,19. 
The largest expenditures from those funds are the Tourism Dawson Creek contract at $243,337.50, Rotary Park at 

$67,980.00 and the Dawson Creek Library with $60,000 in funding. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 

G A M I N G  RE V E N U E 
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Communities in the North would like to see funding continued for Measuring Up the North, and for the accessibility 
standards that program has advocated on behalf of, to be implemented by local governments in the province.  

The North Central Local Government Association, on behalf of the 34 communities and five regional districts that are 
participating in the program, brought these resolutions forward at the recent Union of British Columbia Municipalities 
convention in Vancouver. In the Northeast, all municipalities big and small, from Pouce Coupe to Fort St. John, have 
formed MUTN committees. 

Karen Goodings, president of the NCLGA and chair of the Peace River Regional District, said those communities 
wanted adequate time and funding to implement the strategies and recommendations from their respective committees, 
since funding from the Province was due to expire in August. 

That funding has since been extended to Dec. 31. 
Another resolution called on local government’s across the province to incorporate age-friendly, disability-friendly, 

universal design principles into their Official Community Plans, which would then inform bylaws around zoning, building 
design standards, and transportation, for example.  

The UBCM resolutions committee recommended that no action was required on that resolution, since no direction was 
needed from the Province to make those changes. 

Goodings said it would be far more cost-effective to look at standards for new buildings instead, and that is what some 
communities have already begun to do. The City of Dawson Creek is in the process of updating its OCP, and a draft 
proposal recently submitted to council includes policies that address building design guidelines for new residential 
developments and a policy to ensure transportation infrastructure is built to accommodate people who use wheelchairs or 
medical scooters to get around. 

The Dawson Creek MUTN committee is looking to compile a list of priorities and directions based on the results of a 
survey it sent out earlier this year, which received 663 responses from residents in Dawson Creek, Pouce Coupe and the 
surrounding rural communities. Tourism Dawson Creek recently completed an initiative that assessed accessibility in 
tourism-related businesses in Dawson Creek and Pouce Coupe.  

Committee chair Duncan Redfern, who is also the safety co-ordinator with the City of Dawson Creek, said they should 
be able to move forward on the survey without funding from the Province. 

“This is a community-based survey, so it should be able to be dealt with within the community,” said Redfern, adding 
there would be other funding opportunities they could take advantage of. 

Northeast News 
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More workers in the forest sector have access to training opportunities through the $17.25-million Community 
Development Trust (CDT) Tuition Assistance Program due to a change in the definition of forest worker. 

Previously, the Tuition Assistance Program was only available to forestry workers who were directly employed in the 
harvesting, hauling or primary manufacturing sectors. The definition of forest worker for the Tuition Assistance Program 
has expanded to people employed full-time in secondary manufacturing, nurseries and silviculture. More information on the 
new application requirements is available on the CDT website.  

Established in May 2008, the Tuition Assistance Program is one of three programs to help forest workers through the 
Community Development Trust. Through the program, a total of $17.25 million was set aside ($5.75 million per year over 
three years) to help forest workers upgrade their skills and education. Since 2008, the program has assisted more than 2,200 
workers, with access to up to $5,000 each in tuition assistance.  

The $129-million Community Development Trust, first announced in 2008, also includes the $85.5-million Transitional 
Assistance for Older Workers program to help older forest workers transition to retirement and the $26.25-million Job 
Opportunities Program to provide short term employment.  

Government of BC News Release 

Education 
T U I T I O N  PRO G R A M  F O R  FO R E S T RY  WO R K E R S  

Tailoring cook-training at Northern Lights College to meet the needs of northern food services will ensure the new 
program succeeds. 

The old program was cancelled after the 2007 spring session, when enrolment hit an all-time low.  It prepared students 
for fine dining over a 10-month period. 

The new program is based on a Cook 1, 2 and 3 system and students can decide which level they wish to achieve.  They 
can find work after completing only the first level but also have the option of returning for further training at a later date. 

Along with the Cook 1 training, students will receive Camp 1 certification.  This gives them the ability to cook for oil 
and gas or other industry camps found in abundance in northern BC. 

The new program also means the college will reopen the cafeteria to both students, staff and the community. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 

C O O K  TR A I N I N G  AT  NLC 

TA L I S M A N  E N E RG Y DO N AT I O N 
Talisman Energy renewed its support of student awards at Northern Lights College recently with the presentation of 

a cheque for $18,000.  Talisman has been supporting the NIC Foundation's awards program since 2003. In 2009, Talisman 
contributed more than 20 student awards with a focus on Trades and Apprenticeship and Career and College Preparation 
(Adult Basic Education). 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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The federal and provincial governments are investing $7.8 million to build Energy House, the centre piece of the 
Centre for Clean Energy Technologies at the Dawson Creek campus of Northern Lights College, creating up to 50 jobs 
during construction. 

Energy House is an 807 square-metre multi-use facility that combines classrooms and training facilities with 
demonstrations of energy saving and renewable-energy technology and a community meeting hall. The building will 
produce all its energy needs - electricity and heating - through a wind turbine, solar panels, biomass, and geo-exchange 
systems. The building will include a fully functional training lab for wind turbine maintenance, an operational 300KW wind 
turbine on the property and a training tower complete with training platform. 

The project will be built targeting LEED platinum standard - the highest in the Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design building rating system. 

This is one of 11 projects at public, post-secondary institutions across the province that will break ground quickly 
thanks to a joint federal-provincial investment of $64.3 million. This project is also part of an overall $14-billion capital 
infrastructure program supported by the Province to create jobs and vital public infrastructure in every region of B.C. Work 
on the Dawson Creek campus is scheduled to begin by September 

Government of BC News Release 

E N E RG Y HO U S E 

August 

Education 

Automotive Service Technician students at Northern Lights College will have the opportunity to work on a special 
project over the next couple of years. 

The students will be building a 1934 Ford three-window coupe, from a kit manufactured by Street Beasts. When 
completed, the hot rod will feature a fiberglass body, steel frame, and small block Ford engine and transmission. 

The kit includes the frame and body, and the students add all the other components. 
The students start with the bare body and front of the hot rod, and then fit all the components. After that, they 

disassemble everything, clean, prepare and start building. The vehicle body, alone, requires hundreds of hours of sanding, 
and then all of the wiring, pedals, mechanisms, controls and gauges have to be fitted. 

The hot rod is being started in Dawson Creek, but will be transported back and forth to Fort St. John, where students in 
the program at the Fort St. John Campus will work on the project. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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Northern Lights College has seen almost 13% more students enroll in its programs this fall as people look to upgrade 
their skills or make a career change during these slow economic limes, says a  NLC official. 

The combined enrolment at the seven NLC campuses across northern B.C. has jumped from 939 full-time students in 
2008 to 1,060 this fall -a 12.92% year-over-year increase.  

"1 think part of that is due to the economic downturn. People are using the opportunity to take a look at their lives and 
say 'maybe this is the time to get the training that I put off a few years ago when 1 was able to get into the oil and gas 
industry,' " explained NLC communications manager Brad Lyon. 

"So, we have a lot of people who are coming back and signing up to upgrade some of their course levels, and in some 
cases it is to get into other programs here whether it be a trade or apprenticeship or that type of thing." 

All four of the college's areas of study have seen increases. Those four areas include trades and apprenticeships; 
developmental and access programs; academic and career technical programs; and business/industry and contract training 
programs. However, the developmental and access training programs have seen one of the largest increases with a jump of 
31% from 2008. Within that category falls career and college preparations programs, such as adult basic education, that has 
seen a whopping 110% jump in enrolments. 

Another huge jump was in the oil and gas field operators program that has grown by 285%. However, that student 
increase might be slightly misleading as the program was expanded to the Fort Nelson campus where a class of 16 has 
enrolled. 

"This semester we are offering a special intake of the program at our Fort Nelson campus, so, in addition to the regular 
program that we run in Fort St. John, we have got an intake that is being offered in Fort Nelson through support by the Horn 
River Basin Producers Group," explained Lyon. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

NLC EN RO L M E N T  JU M P S  

Students from Central Middle School are attempting to shift trick-or-treater priorities this Halloween from filling a 
single mouth with candy to helping feed Dawson Creek's less fortunate. 

A student social action group called Coyotes for Change organized the initiative. Group members Samantha Klassen 
and Nicole Anderson held two assemblies, appealing to fellow students to think about the good that can result from a little 
sacrifice. 

"It's just candy, you can get candy anytime for a few cents," said Anderson. "But a can of soup... somebody could be 
starving on the street and with a can of soup they can go another day." 

Klassen acknowledged that giving up candy completely is a hard sell, especially for those in younger grades, but she 
said the program's original name "Trick or Treat and Something Else to Eat" leaves a little cheating room. This will allow 
socially conscious children, who also have a sweet tooth, to help the less fortunate and still enjoy a big part of the holiday. 

"If we go to the younger schools... they're not going to give up candy, so we'll ask them to get canned food along with 
it," Klassen said, 

Cans collected through trick-or-treating, along with a regular classroom food drive leading up to Halloween, will be 
given to local organizations like the St. Marks Soup Kitchen, the Salvation Army and the Nawican Friendship Centre. 

There is expected to be competition between classes to see who can bring in the most items, but Klassen assured they 
would be competing for bragging rights alone. 

The Coyotes for Change hope area homeowners take note and pick up a few non-perishable goods along with the 
regular Halloween candy in preparation for the evening. 

The Coyotes for Change take their cue from national organization "Free the Children," and the social enterprise "Me to 
We". 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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C O M M U N I T Y  C A N C E R C L I N I C  
The Dawson Creek & District Hospital Community Cancer Clinic is the latest recipient of a substantial donation 

courtesy of Project Pink, and it is safe to say that the staff is "tickled pink" over the arrival of infusion chairs, stretchers and 
a shared expenditure of display shelving. 

Six new Elite Care Recliners complete with heat and massage capabilities line the chemotherapy unit. A smiling Leslie 
Joy and Darlene Irvine, RN's on the unit could not contain their excitement over the new equipment. "These chairs are 
wonderful," said Joy. "Not only do they offer heat and massage, but they have the ability to operate in many different 
positions. Patients can sit upright or recline comfortably with their legs up. We can also put them in the trendellenburg 
position where patients are fully reclined with their feet higher than their head. This position is necessary for those patients 
suffering hypotension. Quite simply, it improves patient comfort and is much more efficient for nursing staff." 

Two stretchers were also purchased for the unit for those patients who undergo chemotherapy with an extended 
protocol. This chemotherapy treatment may take many hours to deliver and the stretchers allow them to lie down 
completely. The mattresses on these stretchers are thicker than other mattresses providing a higher level of comfort for 
patients. 

Display shelves were also purchased in conjunction with Dawson Creek and District Hospital to assist staff in 
providing education to new patients and their families. 

Project Pink was formed in 2007 when a local resident was diagnosed with breast cancer. A group of women from the 
area decided to honour her journey for survival by doing something positive. They created an art calendar called 'Amazing 
Grace', which featured the women anonymously in black and white nude photos. The funds from the sale of the calendars 
went towards the purchase of the equipment. A nursing bursary was also set up to be given out at the local high school. 

Renovations are slated for the Cancer Clinic to begin in the coming months. Once completed, the unit will be an 
efficient use of space providing areas for care and education.  

Dawson Creek Daily News 

Human Services 

It didn't take long for word to get around that the Dawson Creek Hospital Foundation runs one heck of a golf 
tournament. 

In this the second year of the tourney, organizers recruited 19 teams that played the 18-hole Dawson Creek Golf and 
Country Club Saturday and raised $14,000 for the local health care facility. 

The money raised will go towards the cost of renovating an area of the hospital that will become the new expanded 
cancer unit. 

Organizers already have plans for making next year's tourney bigger and even better. Teams have already signed up to 
play, businesses and other groups have agreed to donate items and help out and organizers are looking at ways to 
accommodate as many teams as possible. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

H O S P I TA L  FO U N DAT I O N  GO L F  TO U R N A M E N T 

August 



- 59 - 

Having to be intubated is an unpleasant situation at the best of times, but the Dawson Creek and District Hospitals new 
GlideScope will ensure the procedure goes as quickly as possible, said anesthesiologist Jim Hargreaves. 

A new GlideScope runs about $10,000 and the funding to purchase the new piece of equipment was raised through this 
year's Have a Heart Radio-thon. The system was created over a decade ago. The hospital's head nurse said it is now 
considered standard operating equipment in North American hospitals, but as usual, took a little longer to get to hospitals in 
smaller communities. 

 "It comes down to money," said Kelsey Breault. 
Hargeaves said the first use of the GlideScope took place at the hospital just three days after it arrived and the length of 

time it took to intubate that particular patient was reduced from five to 10 minutes down to almost nothing. 
Hargreaves told how the GlideScope was invented by a surgeon in Vancouver who was tired of listening to anesthetists 

complain about intubating patient with difficult airways. 
When inserting a breathing tube, a number of difficulties can impede the near-blind intubation process required when 

using the traditional laryngoscope. The GlideScope incorporates a camera onto the end of the instrument, allowing medical 
staff to see exactly where it is going by projecting an image of the patient onto an external screen. 

The unit can be used anywhere in the hospital, and Breault said it has already been used successfully about five times 
since being delivered just over a month ago. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

G L I D E SC O P E 

Human Services 
August 

Like thousands of people around the world, about 75 kids, adults and seniors in Dawson Creek took part in the 29th 
annual Terry Fox Run. 

The fundraising event took place in 900 communities from coast to coast to coast and in 28 other countries, while 
Dawson Creek's was held at the Sudeten Hall on the west side of the city and participants could walk, cycle, wheel or run 
three-, five- or 10-kilometre routes under perfect weather conditions. 

Dawson Creek's Terry Fox Run, organized by the city's parks and recreation department, raised more than $2,500 for 
cancer research. 

As is often pointed out, cancer is a widespread disease and everyone, in one way or another, has been touched by the 
illness. Dawson Creek needs no reminders as the community lost its late mayor, Calvin Kruk, to the disease. 

"Cancer touches everybody in one way or another, and for the city of Dawson Creek losing our mayor last year hit 
everybody quite hard. Our hearts go out to his family and we hope they are doing well and this is a perfect example of one 
way we can get out and find a cure so that we don't have to lose people to cancer," said Dawson Creek Mayor Mike Bernier, 
adding that it is encouraging to see people out at such fundraisers, but also unfortunate that the disease has not yet been 
beaten. 

To date, because of events like Dawson Creek's Terry Fox Run, more than $400 million worldwide has been raised for 
cancer research in Terry Fox's name. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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S E N I O R S  A C C E S S  SE RV I C E S  
In support of what the South Peace Seniors Access Services Society is doing to create a 'one stop shop' where seniors 

can gather and process information, The society has been able to establish the office thanks to a $25,000 grant from the 
Federal New Horizons funding program. Volunteers will be on hand to assist seniors from 1 pm to 3 pm, Monday to Friday 
in the location at the Kiwanis Enterprise Centre, Dawson Creek. 

Peace River Regional District Board Newsletter 

He made his country proud when contracted to be the 
architect for the Canadian Museum of Civilization., He could 
be found in international headlines when the National 
Museum of the American Indian in Washington DC opened. 
And in one year's time, a particular segment of Dawson 
Creek's population will have the chance to live within an 
apartment complex currently being constructed on 17 Street 
and designed by the acclaimed Metis architect, Douglas 
Joseph Cardinal,. 

"It's called the Driver House, and it's aboriginal housing 
largely for the elders," Dawson Creek Native Housing's 
project and program coordinator Sheila Hanshaw said about 
the construction that will be ready for new tenants in 
September 2010. 

The Driver House will have 25 units; 18 one-bedroom 
units and the remainder will be two and three bedroom units.  

The apartment complex will not be as grand as Cardinal's 
more notable creations, but it will be designed with the 
aboriginal tenants in mind, Hanshaw said. 

When the Dawson Creek Native Housing Society 
originally announced it had received funding from BC 
Housing and would be constructing units for the native elder 
population, the waiting list for housing was already lengthy. 

That was two years ago, and Hanshaw said there are still 
70 native elders on that same waiting list. 

She added a large number of native elders the apartment 
is being built for fall into a vulnerable peoples category. 

It will be a full year before the doors open, but the 
predicted popularity will require Dawson Creek Native 
Housing Society start looking at applicants six months in 
advance. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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The South Peace Hospice Palliative Care Society (SPHPCS) is practically an invisible entity though indispensable 
when called upon for its services. 

"A lot of people, if they've never been touched by a death in the family, they don't have any idea what palliative care is 
all about," said SPHPCS coordinator Linda LaFleur, adding once they discover it, clients are extremely thankful the service 
exists. 

This fall the SPHPCS will become a little more visible to the community through a series of events designed to raise 
awareness about its efforts to ease a family's grief at the end of a loved-ones life. 

On November 6 and 7 the entire community is invited to celebrate 20 years of SPHPCS in Dawson Creek. The two-day 
event is open to the entire community and will feature an open house and workshops. . The two workshops take place on the 
Friday at Sudeten Hall and according to LaFleur, should have a wide-ranging appeal, not necessarily just for people who 
have been involved with SPHPCS. The titles of the workshops are "Why Life Stories Matter" and "How to Preserve and 
Record Life Stories," and will be given by personal historian Dan Curtis from Victoria. Both of the workshops complement 
each other and are about preserving the stories of elders' lives while there is still time. 

"Some people, especially the pioneers in this community, have a very wide and colourful history that maybe nobody 
knows about because they never talk about it," LaFleur said. "I worked with one lady and she was like a walking 
encyclopedia she had so much information, but it was never recorded anywhere so nobody knew it except those who were 
close to her." 

The open house will take place at Sudeten Hall on the Saturday from 2 to 4 p.m. and will be a thank-you for everyone 
who has donated money and time to the society. It will feature refreshments and is dedicated in honour of SPHPCS founder 
Toni Hryciuk. 

Another project currently being done by SPHPCS is the creation of two palliative care rooms at Rotary Manor. This 
will take the number of palliative care rooms in the entire city from one, at the hospital, to three. 

"We want to do these rooms up so that they have a nice, peaceful, tranquil atmosphere, just like your bedroom at 
home," Lafluer said. "The only institutional type thing that you can see is the bed. Everything else is colourful and is just 
like your bedroom at home. There will be tables and chairs and a microwave and coffeepot and another bed so that family 
can just stay there for the duration." 

Time and money has already been donated by both of Dawson Creek's Rotary Clubs but additional assistance is needed 
to see the rooms completed. 

After 20-years of giving to the community SPHPCS is asking for some help in return. They will soon be looking for an 
office space to house the society and have very little disposable income for rent. The current home of the society is little 
more than a small office tucked into the back of the medical clinic and LaFleur said similar accommodations would be 
suitable and much appreciated. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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C O M M U N I T Y  A C T I O N  F O R  SE N I O R S  
I N D E P E N D E N C E  P RO J E C T  

Dawson Creek has been chosen as one of five communities across the province to take part in a pilot project aimed at 
developing a non-medical home support service for frail seniors. 

The Community Action for Seniors Independence (CASI) project will look to provide assistance to seniors who might 
not otherwise have it to complete everyday tasks like laundry, housekeeping, meal preparation and grocery shopping. The 
goal is to postpone the higher costs of institutional care by keeping seniors in the comfortable and familiar setting of their 
homes for longer. 

The three-year project is being funded through a partnership between the United Way of the Lower Mainland and the 
Ministry of Healthy Living and Sport’s Senior’s Healthy Living Secretariat. For the first year, the United Way will 
contribute $250,000 and the ministry will fund another $700,000.  

Michael Becker, spokesperson for the United Way, said Dawson Creek was selected out of other communities in the 
North based on certain indicators including senior’s vulnerability, community willingness and community readiness. 

“When the selection committee looked at the north, Dawson Creek stacked up highest on all of those indicators,” said 
Becker. 

He said according to data from Statistics Canada, Dawson Creek’s senior population is approximately 1,300 people 
(about 10% of the total population), and about 43% of those seniors are living alone. 

Becker said ultimately the local stakeholders will determine how best to deliver the service, so the model will likely be 
different in each community. If the project is sustainable, he said the hope is to expand to other communities starting in 
2011. 

The other communities participating in the pilot project are Osoyoos, Maple Ridge, Surrey’s Newton area, and the 
Renfrew – Collingwood district of Vancouver. 

Northeast News 

The EnCana Events Centre in Dawson Creek will host the Northeastern BC Community Living Conference from Oct. 
22 to 24. 

The event is open to everybody, but is specifically designed for support workers, including caregivers and homecare 
workers, as well as self-advocates. 

Professionals from Dawson Creek and elsewhere have been invited to facilitate the workshops. They’ll be facilitating 
workshops that include: “Professional Boundaries,” “Shopping with the Environment in Mind,” “RDSP’s – Registered 
Disability Savings Plans” and “Improving Your Life One Step at a Time.” 

Two keynote speeches will also be given to open and close the conference. Chris “Dr. Laugh” Johnson will open the 
conference with a speech entitled “Restoring Humour and Humanity in Our Lives.” He will also be hosting two workshops.  

Giving the closing keynote address will be Norman Kunc and Emma Van der Klift, a married couple and co-directors 
of Broadreach Training and Resources Ltd. 

Their keynote speech, entitled “Being Realistic Isn’t Realistic,” will point out some of the unexpected benefits of being 
disabled. 

They will also be facilitating two workshops.   
The conference is presented in partnership with Community Living BC, the Dawson Creek Society for Community 

Living, the Fort St. John Association for Community Living, Independence Networking Services and South Peace 
Community Resources Society. 

Northeast News 

C O M M U N I T Y  LI V I N G  C O N F E R E N C E 

October 

Human Services 



- 63 - 

The Dawson Creek Seals continued to chip away at their personal best times right down to the very last swim meet of 
the summer. 

The latest occasion and the final one for 2009 was at the provincial summer swimming championships Aug. 20-23 in 
Abbotsford where eight Dawson Creek Seals all chopped seconds off their previous best times. 

"We did well. Everybody did better than they were seeded. It was awesome and a good meet to wrap up the season," 
said Dawson Creek Seals coach Genevieve Jin, 

Many of the Seals also were members of the Cariboo-Northeast regional relay teams. 
The championships in the Lower Mainland wrap up a four-month season that began in early May. The Seals opened the 

regional circuit June 6-7 at their own meet and later went to competitions in Prince George, Quesnel, Fort St. John and 
Mackenzie before the regional championships in Prince George Aug. 8-9. 

Some Seals will continue to follow a maintenance program over the winter. Summer swimmers are allowed to train two 
hours a week under the supervision of a coach in the off-season. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

DC S E A L S  

Recreation & Leisure 

As youths trade tackles and pitches for bar-spins and kick-flips, Dawson Creek’s Parks & Recreation department strives 
to facilitate the needs of the extreme sports culture. 

Dawson Creek currently sports a modern skatepark, and Barry Reynard, director of Parks & Recreation, would like to 
build on its success to keep the users interested. 

“As we see in extreme sports, when things get boring or non-challenging, kids will start to push it to the next level,” 
said Reynard. 

He added Parks & Recreation staff have been meeting regularly with a number of local youths he calls “the extreme 
group” in order to access their needs and ensure that the “push to the next level” does not take place at the expense of 
private property. 

Many of the manoeuvres employed by extreme athletes involve jumping only or sliding across objects such as rails, 
benches and curbs.  This will often cause damage to property and be viewed as vandalism.  Reynard said this was a 
common occurrence before the extreme crowd was given a proper facility. 

The Dawson Creek Skateboard Park was created in 2004 to facilitate the large number of youths who were looking for 
an outlet for their newly developed talent.  The park’s name remains five years later, although as many, if not more bicycles 
can be seen negotiating the ramps and spines throughout the day. 

Reynard expressed a wish to improve the pedal dirt track located behind Rotary Lake.  City council recently approved a 
Natural Environment and Hazardous Conditions permit for an area slated for the track’s relocation. 

The current track has been in existence for decades but has been identified by Parks & Recreation and the users of the 
facility as being in need of an upgrade to facilitate the changing needs of the sport. 

Future projects such as expanding on the existing skatepark, creating additional bike paths around the city, or even 
developing the Bear Mountain Ski Hill for mountain bikers are also a possibility. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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DC H O R S E  C LU B 
Ten years after the Dawson Creek Horse Club started, some of its members must be wondering what they ever did 

without the organization. 
The 50 members regularly take part in the many clinics the club offers most every month of the year, attend the annual 

horse show put on by the organization, rely on each other for expert advice and enjoy the camaraderie of other horse lovers. 
"We started out as a group just wanting to do a few clinics and a lot of the people who started wanted motivation - 

someone to ride with - and it just keeps building and building," said president of the Dawson Creek Horse Club Rose 
Cousins. 

It most certainly has been building. The club has members of all ages and has become a solid fixture among local 
riders, whether they jump or ride English, western or dressage. 

Some compete, while others ride for fun, but all can pick up skills at the many local clinics whether they be held winter, 
summer, spring or fall. 

In the early days, before the Lakota Agri-plex, about $8,000 a year was going through the club to pay for clinics. More 
recently that number has grown more than four-fold to $35,000 - a testament to the growth in the number of clinics that the 
organization pays for. 

The clinics cover a variety of horse-related topics and range from one oddly called "Is Your Horse a Rock Star" (which 
looks at the personalities of horses) to a jumping class put on by former Olympian Robin Hahn. 

But the club is far more than clinics. The organization also offers lessons Wednesday and Sunday from October to 
May. It recently held its annual three-day horse show this weekend at the outdoor arena at the Dawson Creek fairgrounds. 
The club has raised money to buy a dressage ring and is now working on purchasing a covered trailer for the club's ring and 
jumps. And of course there's the expertise that each member brings to the organization. 

"We are growing and we certainly have different people out here who know their jobs. We have people who are good at 
fitting saddles to horses and we have people who are good at looking after horse's feet and different areas of horsemanship. 
We are a pretty well-rounded group." 

And that expertise is rubbing off on some of the younger promising members who have a reasonable shot at qualifying 
for the B.C. Summer Games in the coming years. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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Organizers of the Dawson Creek Rodeo couldn't have picked a better weekend for the annual event to be showcased for 
the first time on the Canadian Wrangler Rodeo Tour. 

Perfect weather conditions coupled with an entry list that included the best cowboy and cowgirls in Canada and the 
U.S. resulted in some of the largest crowds in recent memory watching some of the best talent in rodeo today. 

"I was totally impressed. It was a great show," said Dale Leschiutta,, the president of the Canadian Professional Rodeo 
Association shortly after Sunday’s performance. 

In the past, the annual Dawson Creek show in early August has attracted some of the best cowpokes in Canada and the 
odd American cowboy. But now that the Dawson Creek show is one of 11 on the Wrangler Tour, more Americans have also 
entered the local event. 

The top 10 Tour competitors will qualify for the Wrangler Canadian Rodeo Tour finals in Calgary. Beyond that, the top 
two Wrangler finalists in each event in Calgary will earn a ticket to the 2009 CFR and also a bye into the 2010 Calgary 
Stampede. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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Dawson Creek in British Columbia has been awarded the hosting rights to the 2010 Grey Power Players' 
Championship. 

The season's final Capital One Grand Slam of Curling event is scheduled for the EnCana Events Centre in Dawson 
Creek from April 13-18. 

The 2010 Grey Power Players' Championship will feature a separate men's and women's draw consisting of the world's 
top 13 ranked teams from the 2009-10 season as well as curling's gold, silver and bronze medalists from the 2010 Olympic 
Winter Games. 

"We're elated that Dawson Creek was selected to host a premier international sporting event such as the Grey Power 
Players' Championship," said Dawson Creek Mayor Mike Bernier. "This is another great opportunity for Dawson Creek to 
showcase our great city to the rest of Canada. This world class event will have significant positive social and economic 
impacts to the community and is a real win-win for Dawson Creek." 

Ticket packages for the 2010 Grey Power Players' Championship are scheduled to go on sale on November 6. 
The Curling News 

C H A M P I O N S H I P  C U R L I N G  E V E N T 

After several years of seeing its numbers decline, the 
Dawson Creek Minor Hockey Association has reversed the 
downward slide this season and has seen close to a 10% 
increase in the number of local kids playing the sport. 

There are 284 kids who have signed up to play minor 
hockey this winter on the organization's rep, B and house 
teams. That's up from the 261 who registered last year. 

Some of those players have registered with the 
organization at the start of the season, as regulations 
require, and have since moved on to play for elite teams 
elsewhere. For example some DCHMA-registered players 
are now playing with the Prince George major midget 
team, the local Tracker Flyers or a Taylor-based girls' 
team. 

But there are also more kids at most levels wanting to 
play the sport in Dawson Creek. 

"We have some kids who have not played for one, two 
or three years. The largest chunk is at the midget level, but 
there are also more kids at all the levels below," said 
DCMHA president Mike Readman. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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Dawson Creek has secured another high-profile hockey event. 
The city announced that its bid to host the 2012 National Women's U18 (Under-18) Championship has been approved 

by Hockey Canada. 
"This is another feather in our cap. We have proven to Hockey Canada and to the whole hockey community that we 

have a top-notch facility and we are able to host any event that the hockey world has. To be able to put together a national 
event, it is just great for the community and the region," said Dawson Creek Mayor Mike Bernier, adding that this 
tournament will draw fans from the entire Peace Country. 

This latest announcement is one of a string of such hockey-related events that hockey fans have enjoyed ever since the 
EnCana Events Centre opened just over a year ago. 

A year ago, the city hosted Face Off Fever, a four-game Jr. A exhibition series between the Burnaby Express, Grande 
Prairie Storm and Prince George Spruce Kings. That was followed by the Feb. 9 Battle of the Border women's game that 
featured the Calgary-based Oval X-treme and U.S. Selects. This past summer Dawson Creek was the site of the national 
women's team's three-week training camp that kick-started the drive to the 2010 Olympics in Vancouver. 

The national championship will feature eight provincial teams vying for a national title for five days in November, 
2012. These are not club teams, but under-18 stars who have been scouted and selected to play for their respective 
provincial teams. 

The players will, no doubt, include some of the best up-and-coming female hockey players in Canada who may one day 
represent this country on international ice. 

Along with the many players and support staff, there is also expected to be a media contingent, fans, as well as scouts 
from colleges, universities and Hockey Canada. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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Dawson Creek residents, from kids right up to seniors, now have another fitness option in their quest for a healthy, 
active lifestyle. 

The new fitness park beside the walking tails across from the city's health unit has been installed for just a couple of 
weeks and has not even officially opened, but already it's attracting both the old and young eager to try out the easy-to-use 
equipment. 

The 20-odd machines look similar to the equipment one would see in a commercial fitness gym. Each has a set of 
instructions displayed on it explaining how to use it properly. However, unlike most indoor fitness machines, they have no 
weight stacks and instead use the weight of the user as resistance. For example, the vertical chest press uses the weight of 
the operator as resistance and the chair she is sitting in moves up slightly as she extends her arms fully. 

"This is just one more opportunity to enhance healthy living. Our overall recreation strategy is exactly that - we should 
be able to provide, across the board, an active and healthy community. This enhances and provides opportunities right 
across the demographics within our city," said Barry Reynard, the city's director of parks and rec. 

While everyone is invited to use the all-weather equipment, the fitness park is designed with seniors in mind and is part 
of a provincial initiative aimed at that segment of the population. 

Dawson Creek is one of 18 communities that received a provincial grant for $100,000 to buy the equipment. After a 
series of public consultations last November, the city selected the particular brand and determined the location based on the 
public's input. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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After more than a half-century working with riders of all levels, competing internationally and qualifying for four 
Olympic Games, Robin Hahn still gets a kick out of training wide-eyed youngsters just learning the sport that is his passion. 

It's the chance to teach good horsemanship skills, help a rider develop a solid bond with a horse and boost his or her 
self-confidence. 

"It is very rewarding working with kids because they are dead honest," explained Hahn, during a break in a three-day 
jumping seminar this weekend at the Lakota Agri-Centre. 

"They do not hide anything. If they are scared, they tell you or they at least show you, and if they are overconfident that 
also shows. And if you say, 'it is all right to jump two feet' they believe you, whereas older riders may have had problems 
and they say 'maybe, this horse is not ready for two feet'. They doubt you a little, but young ones don't doubt. They just do 
what you say, so they progress really quickly." 

Hahn qualified as a spare rider at the 1956 Olympic Games and was a competitor in the 1968, 1972 and 1976 
Olympics. 

He also rode in the world championships in 1982 and was short-listed for the 1988 and 1990 championships. And he 
still makes it to the occasional competition, such as the Grand Prix he was in this past summer. 

Through those experiences, countless hours in the saddle and instructing others, Hahn has learned a thing or two about 
teaching the sport. 

Hahn hands outlets of positive reinforcement at his seminars whether they be in Dawson Creek or the many other 
clinics he holds in Washington State or the Lower Mainland. He gives a steady stream of compliments as each rider rounds 
the ring and makes the jumps. When he spots a rider's faults, he politely corrects him or her but is also sure to offer 
encouragement. Those positives are key to any athlete in any sport. 

Along with building horsemanship skills, Hahn helps build confidence in his charges. Without that confidence, an 
athlete will struggle, no matter how skilled he or she is. 

"As with any sport. If you are confident and put in the training you are usually successful, but if you are not confident 
and put in the training it doesn't matter because you won't be successful." 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

J U M P I N G  S E M I N A R 

Judging by the response to the barrel racing clinic this past weekend, one had better sign up early if one want$ to enrol 
in a similar clinic being offered in May. 

Thirteen riders took part in the Thursday-Friday clinic and another 13 were in the Saturday, Sunday clinic taught by 
Sharon Camarillo at Dawson Creek's Lakota Agri-Centre. 

Most of the riders were locals with a variety of skill and experience levels. However, one student came from as far 
away as Quesnel and another made the trek from southern Alberta to pick up pointers from Camarillo. 

The four-time National Finals Rodeo qualifier and member of the Cowgirl Hall of Fame offered tips on everything 
from proper hand position to the right equipment. 

Camarillo was in Grande Prairie in 2007 and 2008, but this is the first time she has been in Dawson Creek's Lakota 
Agri-Centre. 

"It went really well," said organizer Samantha Dilworth. 
So well, in fact, that when Camarillo said she was available this spring, most of the students jumped at the chance to 

take another one of her popular clinics. 
The clinics are slated for May 27-30 and will follow the same format of two two-day clinics over four days. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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Culture 

Fans of senior hockey in Dawson Creek will get their first look at the Canucks when the Fairview Kings visit the 
Memorial Arena for a North Peace Hockey League exhibition match. 

Albeit this is still the preseason and there's lots of work still to do as players shake off the rust, line combinations are 
worked out and weaknesses are addressed, but, finally, after a three-year hiatus NPHL hockey returns to Dawson Creek. 

"We all realize that we are building towards being better at the right time of the year, so it will be a work in progress. If 
the fans come out they will see us improve throughout the year and build towards something, so they can be a part of it," 
said Canuck player-coach Randy Muise. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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P E AC E F E S T  & E C O FA I R  
An event planned for Dawson Creek on Aug. 22 will combine music and the environment for a day of entertainment 

and to raise money for a good cause. 
The Peace Fest and Eco-Fair will take place at the Walter Wright Pioneer Village off the Alaska Highway . The event 

will feature local artists, crafters and "green" businesses showcasing their professions, and musicians from all over the 
Peace, showcasing their musical gifts. Proceeds will go to support the Special Olympics. 

The Eco-Fair is being organized by the Northern Environmental Action Team (NEAT), a not-for-profit community 
organization based in Fort St. John, which promotes conservation, recycling and other sustainable practices. It is the first 
such event planned for Dawson Creek, although there has also been one for the last two years in Fort St. John. The Eco-Fair 
was originally scheduled for earlier in the summer and was postponed due to some scheduling issues, but organizers saw an 
opportunity to combine the event with Peace Fest, a venue for musicians that began several years ago. 

Local vendors will be supplying plenty of food and beverages for people to enjoy during the event. 
More than a dozen musical acts will perform during the 12-hour event, including Haven, a rock group fronted by 

Dawson Creek Mayor Mike Bernier. The band has been on hiatus since Bernier was elected to public office four years ago, 
but will reunite for the event. 

The Northeast News' own Wayne Ezeard will not only be playing some of his music, but will also be reading some 
poems from his new book, "Where Eagles Soar," a collection of cowboy poetry and short stories. Ezeard has been involved 
with Peace Fest since it began, and he said he thinks adding the Eco-Fair is a great idea to give the crowd something to do in 
between musical acts. 

Peacefest organizers don't have the official tally but co-organizer Al Cameron estimated they raised upwards of SI,500 
to SI,800 throughout the day. All of the proceeds will go towards local Special Olympians. He said those funds came from 
gate sales, vendor proceeds and a few attendees with big hearts. 

Northeast News, Dawson Creek Daily News 
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Rockers Buckcherry will be hitting the stage at the EnCana Events Centre in Dawson Creek on Aug. 20, and lead 
singer Josh Todd said fans can expect a high-energy show that night.  

“We just try to give everybody their money’s worth,” said Todd, in a phone interview. “That’s something I write down 
every night, I want to give people their money’s worth, I want to inspire somebody. That’s what our goal is, to hopefully 
inspire people to do what they want to do in their lives, their passion, regardless of whether that’s music or not.” 

The singer said that his band is excited to be playing in Dawson Creek for the first time, in front of fans that maybe 
have not seem them live, or people who are hearing them for the first time. 

The Los Angeles-based group’s latest album, Black Butterfly, released last September, has received critical acclaim 
and earned the band their first top ten debut on Billboard’s Top 200 in 2008, debuting at number eight. It was also named 
Rock Album of the Year by iTunes critics, and two singles from the album made the top ten for best rock songs on iTunes. 
Perhaps the strangest accolade is that horror novelist Stephen King named Black Butterfly Album of the Year in his online 
column for Entertainment Weekly. 

Todd admits there was some pressure on the band when making the record to exceed the success of their previous one, 
the platinum-selling 15, which earned them a Grammy nomination, but he said that was a good thing.  

Buckcherry cites bands like Led Zepplin and Aerosmith as influences to their music, and they will be joining legendary 
rockers KISS for an upcoming tour, which local fans are hoping will stop in Dawson Creek. Todd said the band is excited to 
join one of the band’s they’ve idolized, and a band they joined for one of their first tours.  

For their show on Aug. 20, Buckcherry will be joined by a trio of Canadian bands: Default, fresh off a stint at Grizzfest 
in Tumbler Ridge; Edmonton veterans Social Code; and Inward Eye from Winnipeg. 

Northeast News 
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Canadian icon Matthew Good will be playing the EnCana Events 
Centre in Dawson Creek on Nov. 13. Good will be touring behind his 
latest album which is set for release on Oct. 6, entitled Vancouver, a 
reflection of his experiences in the city he’s called home for most of his 
life. The album is his eleventh, and was appropriately recorded in The 
Warehouse Studio in Vancouver with the help of his live band and 
session players. 

Good has sold over 800,000 albums worldwide, has won three Juno 
Awards and has received 17 Juno nominations. He is also recognized as 
being an advocate for mental health issues across Canada, and was 
awarded the Mental Heath Voices 2008 Award on behalf of the Canadian 
Mental Health Association. 

His own challenges in dealing with bipolarity inspired the critically-
acclaimed Hospital Music, released in 2007.  

Fellow Vancouverites Mother Mother will be opening for Good with 
their blend of indie pop and rock. 

Northeast News 
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Brooks and Dunn, country music's dynamic duo, proved 
that Dawson Creek is in fact a "Cowboy Town" by selling-out 
the EnCana Events Centre for a performance on Oct. 20. 

They were the first act to accomplish that feat since the 
venue opened last year, but they won't be the last. Alan Jackson 
sold out his show on Nov. 17, and ZZ Top is well on its way to 
doing the same, said EEC general manager Ryan Maclvor. 

He said while it has been about a year and a half coming to 
get the first sold-out show, it was well worth the wait. 

The concert offered a unique experience for fans, including 
a stage set-up that allowed Brooks and Dunn to get right up 
close to the audience on the floor, as well as two big screens to 
allow fans further back to see the action on stage. Behind the 
scenes, Maclvor said staff worked hard to accommodate such a 
big production, and he said the experience will make it easier 
and more cost-effective for similar acts in the future. 

The venue recently obtained a liquor license, meaning it can 
now take advantage of keg and draft beer systems to offer 
beverages to patrons in more places instead of just beer gardens. 
Maclvor said while the price of those beverages has gone up a 
bit, that's to cover the extra staff needed to provide that service. 

Country music fans will have their thirst quenched again with Alan Jackson, but the fall line-up offers something for 
everyone. ZZ Top will bring out the classic rockers, Matthew Good will offer something a bit more contemporary, and the 
triple-threat of Three Days Grace, The Used and Default will have the younger generation rocking out. The Holiday Festival 
on Ice and Rita Mac-Neil and the Men of The Deeps, will offer more family-friendly fare to kick-off the holiday season. A 
huge show has already been announced for next year, another triple-bill featuring Billy Talent, Alexisonfire and Against 
Me, which is sure to have those young rock fans drooling in anticipation. 

Maclvor said it's not easy to book artists because a lot of factors such as routing, money and timing have to align just 
right. However, he said with every successful concert, word of the venue spreads in the music community and more acts 
hear about Dawson Creek.  "I know that's happened already with Alan Jackson, that the artists who have been through have 
talked to his camp, saying, 'Oh yeah, you're going to Dawson Creek? Here is what you're going to be dealing with.' It's a 
good thing," said Maclvor. 

He added it also helps that the managing company, Global Spectrum Management, has venues and connections 
throughout North America and the world. 

Northeast News 
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The Calvin Kruk Centre for the Arts is no longer just a dream, but is quickly becoming a reality. Vancouver-based 
Hotson Bakker Boniface Haden Architects (HBBH) has recently been selected as the primary architect to transform the 
historic Post Office in downtown Dawson Creek. 

The renovation of the 1950s building is both an exciting and challenging proposition for HBBH. The firm first made its 
mark on the architectural scene with its visionary approach to the redevelopment of Vancouver's Granville Island in 1977. 
Shells of old industrial buildings became filled with new life and purpose. The same will be true for the Post Office, if 
HBBH has their way. "For our team,” said HBBH Principal Bruce Haden, "the successful design of the new arts centre will 
respect the handsome mid-century qualities of the building while at the same time provide the necessary changes to create a 
dynamic new facility for the Dawson Creek community." 

The vision of former Mayor Calvin Kruk, the new arts centre is a legacy that is more than just his namesake. It is also a 
tribute to his commitment to the arts and the environment. The new facility will provide a much needed home for the 
performing and visual arts, bringing higher profile to each. As well, reusing the former Federal building and retrofitting it 
with state-of-the-art technology will minimize the centre's environmental footprint. 

The call for proposals drew international attention to the project. Being the firm selected for the job was a big win for 
HBBH. "The Post Office site has been on our radar for some time," said Mr. Haden. "In terms of the history of the site, the 
integration of "green" technology and the opportunity to bring vitality and life to the downtown core is very exciting. The 
project offers us a tremendous opportunity to be part of something special." 

The City received numerous proposals from other firms, but in the end it was the approach from HBBH that was most 
in keeping with the City's vision for the new centre. "/ am very excited to have an internationally recognized firm such as 
Hotson Bakker Boniface Haden working for us in designing the Calvin Kruk Centre for the Arts," said Mayor Bernier. 
"Growing up in the Greater Vancouver area, I was aware of the world-class projects this firm has taken on, including 
Granville Island and The Roundhouse Legacy Project. The entire selection committee was impressed at the passion the 
architects showed for the potential of the old Post Office as it becomes our community centre and a downtown anchor." 

Hotson Bakker Boniface Haden Architects 
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