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Dawson Creek Catholic Social Services 
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City of Dawson Creek 
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Employment 
Northeastern BC Unemployment Rates   

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
2006 —* —* —* —* —* 4.4 —* —* 4.2 5.2 4.9 —* 
2007 —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* —* 
2008 —* —* —* 4.3 5.0 5.9 6.2 6.3 5.8 5.0 4.5 3.6 
2009 4.6 4.6 6.5 6.5 8.4 7.7 7.9 8.3 7.9 7.2 5.5 5.4 
2010 4.9 4.4 4.4          

* The unemployment rate for Northeastern BC has been suppressed due to high sample variance. 

British Columbia’s unemployment rate inched higher to 8.4% (seasonally adjusted) in 
December. Job growth in British Columbia stalled in December putting upward pressure on the province’s 
unemployment rate as a result of a slight expansion in the size of the province’s labour force (+0.1%). The 
lack of employment growth can be attributed to a reduction in the number of part-time jobs (–7,700), which 
more than offset the increase in full-time employment (+6,900). 

Employment in forestry, fishing & mining dropped (–4.4%) for a second consecutive month. However, an 
expansion in the number of jobs in the construction (+0.6%), manufacturing (+3.4%) and utilities (+3.6%) 
industries was sufficient to buoy total employment in the goods sector (+0.8%). 

Public administration (–1.9%), finance, insurance & real estate (–2.2%) and education (–2.9%) all saw 
their workforces thinned in December, putting the brakes on service sector employment (–0.2%). This despite 
an increased number of jobs in professional, scientific & technical services (+5.9%), accommodation & food 
(+0.9%), trade (+0.7%) and health care (+0.7%). Data Source: Statistics Canada 

Unemployment rates at the regional level (3-month moving average, unadjusted) ranged 
from a low of 5.4% in Northeast to a high of 12.0% in Cariboo. Compared to the same period last 
year, only Thompson/Okanagan (+3.0%) made any employment gains. However, despite this growth in the 
number of jobs, a rapid expansion in the size of the region’s labour force (+4.4%) pushed its unemployment 
rate up to 7.4% (+1.1 percentage points). Data Source: Statistics Canada 

BC Stats Infoline Issue: 10-01 January 8, 2010 

LABOUR FORCE  

BC Stats Infoline Issue: 10-02 January 15th, 2010 

2009 SUB-PROVINCIAL POPULATION ESTIMATES 
Name Type  2006  2007 2008 2009  % Change 

Peace River Regional 
District -- Total 

RD 59329 60214 60992 62244 2.1 

Chetwynd DM 2722 2637 2639 2676 1.4 

Dawson Creek C 11093 11289 11420 11514 0.8 

Pouce Coupe VL 738 744 737 746 1.2 

Tumbler Ridge DM 2491 2434 2441 2450 0.4 

Unincorporated Areas  RDR 21954 22306 22464 22870 1.8 

January 2010 
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LABOUR FORCE  
Jobless rates at the regional level (3-month moving average, unadjusted) ranged from a low of 4.9% in 

Northeast to a high of 12.0% in Cariboo in January. Nearly all regions of the province registered lower 
employment levels compared to the same month last year with the largest setbacks in North Coast/Nechako (–
8.6%) and Cariboo (–8.0%). 

Only Thompson/Okanagan (+3.2%) and Mainland/Southwest (+0.2%) posted employment gains. The 
unemployment rate in Vancouver (8.0%) came in just under the provincial rate while Victoria’s was 
significantly lower (6.8%). Data Source: Statistics Canada 

BC Stats Infoline Issue: 10-05 February 5, 2010 

ECONOMIC ACTIVITY 
B.C.’s mining sector is poised for growth after 2010 with the rebound in copper, gold, and coal prices and 

demand in the Asian economy. A handful of major new projects are expected to begin construction and in 
some cases start production before 2014. Project risk is always high since any number of factors can derail the 
plans, but the geological potential is there and new projects can become viable under the right market 
conditions and with the proper infrastructure in place, such as the Northwest energy transmission line. Mining 
GDP fell into a deep valley in 2009 and is forecast to return to an average level by 2014. 

Oil and gas mining will also undergo a cyclical revival, though of a lesser magnitude than forestry and 
mining. The major new development in the natural gas industry is the surge in shale gas production, due to 
hydraulic fracturing along with horizontal drilling. Shale gas has been produced for decades in North America 
but modern techniques have significantly increased its scale and commercial viability. This unconventional 
supply has altered the natural gas market, reducing prices and price expectations. In Northeastern B.C., the 
Horn River and Montney areas are keenly sought out by exploration and development companies. Oil and gas 
real GDP is forecast to expand by 18% between 2009 and 2014, reaching new highs each year. 

Central 1 Credit Union Economics: Weekly Briefing volume 16 . number 03 . January 22, 2010 . ISSN 1918-3535 

Employment 
February 2010 

British Columbia’s unemployment rate edged down again in February, dropping to 7.7% 
(seasonally adjusted). The latest decrease marked the first time that the province’s jobless rate has 
declined for two consecutive months since beginning its upward trend in the latter half of 2008. 

BC’s unemployment rate remains among the lowest in the country, and was a half percentage point below 
the national average (8.2%) last month. However, British Columbia had the highest unemployment rate in 
western Canada. 

Rates in the Prairie provinces ranged from 4.7% in Saskatchewan to 6.9% in Alberta. Canada’s 
unemployment rate declined slightly, easing 0.1 percentage points to 8.2%. Job growth in Saskatchewan and 
parts of Atlantic Canada was most significant, while Alberta and Manitoba were the only provinces to post 
employment losses. Data Source: Statistics Canada 

Uncertain labour market conditions continued to have varying effects on regional unemployment rates, 
which ranged from a low of 4.4% (three-month moving average, unadjusted) in Northeast to 11.5% in 
Cariboo.  Data Source: Statistics Canada 

BC Stats Infoline Issue: 10-10 March 12, 2010 

LABOUR FORCE 
March 2010 
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LABOUR FORCE 
 British Columbia’s unemployment rate increased to 7.9% (seasonally adjusted) in March, 

as job growth in the province stalled. Employment, which had increased significantly in the 
previous two months, was virtually unchanged in March. At the same time, the number of people who 
were either working or looking for work inched up 0.1%. 

Employment in the goods sector jumped 3.4% in March, bouncing back from a 2.8% decline in the 
previous month. Although there were fewer jobs in manufacturing (-0.6%), the number of people working 
in construction advanced 1.4%. Other goods-producing industries continued to show volatility, with 
agriculture (+6.0%), forestry, fishing & mining (+21.8%) and utilities (+26.7%) rebounding from large 
declines in February.  Large month-to-month changes in employment are quite common in these 
industries. 

Service-sector employers pared down their workforce 0.8%. Job losses were widespread, with 
finance, insurance and real estate shedding 11.3% of its workers, while management & administration (-
5.4%) and transportation & warehousing (-5.2%) also cut back. Employment in  wholesale & retail trade 
was virtually unchanged (+0.1%).  Data Source: Statistics Canada 

 Job losses were concentrated in the private sector, where employment fell 0.5% 
(seasonally adjusted) in March. The number of public sector jobs rose 0.2%, while self employment 
increased (+1.2%) for the first time since October. 

Full-time employment fell 0.7% but there were 2.5% more people with part-time jobs. The youth 
unemployment rate climbed back up to 13.5% while the jobless rate for more experienced workers (aged 
25 and over) remained unchanged at 6.9%.  Data Source: Statistics Canada 

 In the regions, unemployment rates ranged from 4.4% (3-month moving average, 
unadjusted) in Northeast to 11.5% in North Coast/Nechako. Cariboo (10.3%) and Kootenay 
(10.6%) also recorded double-digit unemployment rates in March.  Data Source: Statistics Canada 

 
Canada’s unemployment rate was unchanged at 8.2% (seasonally adjusted) in March. Although BC, 

Alberta and Saskatchewan saw jobless rates rise last month, the four western provinces continued to post the 
lowest unemployment rates in the country. Data Source: Statistics Canada 

BC Stats Infoline Issue: 10-14 April 9, 2010 

April 2010 

Employment 

Photo by Peace PhotoGraphics 
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LABOUR FORCE 
 British Columbia’s unemployment rate dropped to 7.3% (seasonally adjusted) in April 

as employers took on more workers (+0.6%). This marked the most significant employment 
growth in the province since September 2009. Job figures in the province have been trending upwards 
since the beginning of the year, and April’s gain helped rebuild the momentum following a stagnant 
March (+0.0%). 

Canada’s unemployment rate was also slightly lower, edging down to 8.1% as the labour force 
(+0.6%) and employment (+0.5%) expanded in tandem. Manitoba (4.9%) and Saskatchewan (5.2%) 
had the lowest jobless rates in the country, while rates in the rest of the country ranged from 8.4% in 
Quebec to 14.7% in Newfoundland. Data Source: Statistics Canada 

 Strengthening labour market conditions were particularly evident in BC’s goods 
sector, where the number of jobs advanced 1.7% (seasonally adjusted), with growth 
in nearly every industry. The service sector also added 5,300 jobs (+0.3%), with building & other 
support services (+12.2%) and transportation & warehousing (+6.7%) taking on substantially more 
workers. However, much of the increase was offset by losses in professional, scientific & technical 
services (+5.6%). Data Source: Statistics Canada   

 In most parts of the province, unemployment rates (three-month moving average, 
unadjusted) have improved in recent months, with all but one region steering clear of 
double-digit territory. The region with the most marked improvement in the jobless rate over the 
past year was Cariboo (8.2%, compared to 12.0% in the same month of 2009). Conversely, the 
jobless rate in North Coast/Nechako (11.8%) was the highest it has been since September 2004. 
Unemployment in other regions was more moderate in April, with rates ranging from a low of 5.3% 
in Northeast to 9.0% in Kootenay. Data Source: Statistics Canada 

BC Stats Infoline Issue: 10-18 May 7, 2010 

Employment 
May 2010 

Photo by Peace PhotoGraphics 
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Construction 

TRANSFER PUMP STATION & 
WATER TREATMENT 
BOOSTER PUMP 
Dawson Creek 

The City of Dawson Creek (the "Owner") 
invites Bids for the following: Supply and 
installation of 50HP vertical turbine pump and 
associated piping; Supply and installation of pre-
ordered 75HP vertical turbine pump and associated 
piping (pipe work required within operating potable 
water clear well); Supply and installation of 350kW 
diesel generator c/w enclosure; Construction of 20 
square meter building; Removal of existing 150kW 
diesel generator from water treatment plant; 
Concrete modifications and installations.  

$1,000,000 estimated construction cost. 
LOW BID 

Hegge Construction Ltd 
620 114 Ave, PO Box 126 
Dawson Creek BC V1G 4G3 
Phone: 250-782-1282 
Fax 250-782-3183 
$775,600 

Journal of Commerce 

January 2010 

Dahlen Contracting Ltd. has applied for a 
development permit to begin renovating a 21,000 
square foot building, and with a little more luck, 
will also be able to improve the building's name. 

"Hopefully after today we won't refer to it 
anymore as the old IGA building," said Wayne 
Dahlen, announcing the new name "Trackside 
Plaza" in recognition of the NAR tracks that run 
directly behind the building. 

The estimate for renovating the building ranges 
from $850,000 to $1 million. The plan is to create a 
small mall that would house a mix of retail and 
office space. The target date for opening is Sept. 1. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

TRACKSIDE PLAZA 

February 2010 

SHOPPING CENTRE 
Dawson Creek Power Centre, Hwy 2 & 8 St 

Commercial bldgs may include: gas station 
with convenience store, fast-food restaurants, family
-style restaurant, bank, retail clothing outlets & 
other misc retail/services. The only completed bldg 
at this time is the Wal-Mart. Proposed structures are 
one of 40,000 sq ft +/- & two multi-tenant bldgs of 
10,000 sq ft ea +/-. 

$10,000,000 estimated construction cost. 
CONTEMPLATED 

Journal of Commerce 

BUILDING PERMITS 
For the month of April 2010, there were 16 building permits issued.  Total value of construction is 

$5,923,131.  The permits were issued for eight single family dwellings, one duplex, one multi-family, three 
garage/renovation and three commercial.  For 2010, there have been 34 building permits issued.  Total value 
of construction is $15,217,874.  The permits were issued for 19 single family dwellings, one multi-family, one 
duplex,  five garage/renovation,  five commercial and three institutional. 



- 9 - 

March 2010 

Construction 

Dawson Creek & District Hospital 
Roof replacement at Dawson Creek & District 

Hospital, Dawson Creek. 
AWARD 

D M Henderson Roofing Ltd 
PO Box 328 
Dawson Creek BC V1G 4G9 
Phone: 250-782-3467 
Fax 250-782-3117 
$67,609 

Journal of Commerce 

DAWSON CREEK & DISTRICT 
HOSPITAL ROOF 

RAILWAY CROSSING 
Hwy 97 (Alaska Hwy), CN Rail crossing N of 
Dawson Creek to the Kiskatinaw Bridge 

Resurfacing, through hot-in-place recycling, 
28.9 kilometers of Highway 97 from the CN Rail 
crossing North of Dawson Creek to the Kiskatinaw 
Bridge. 
AWARD 

Peter's Brothers Constr Ltd 
716 Okanagan Ave E 
Penticton BC V2A 3K6 
Phone: 250-492-2626  
Fax: 250-493-4464  
$3,277,211 

Journal of Commerce 

10 Km NE of Tumbler Ridge 
Concrete slab on grade foundation, 02230; site clearing, 02240; site preparation, 02580; electrical 

transmission equipment, 13530; wind and solar instrumentation, 13660; wind energy equipment, 13660; wind 
energy systems, 13669; wind driven electrical generators, 13660; wind energy equipment, proposed 142 MW 
wind power project with 79 wind turbines (each tower would be between 80 m - 100 m high from base to 
centre of hub; the project will also include 18-25 Km of new overhead transmission line (138kV or 230 kV); 
approx 35 Km of access roads; sub-stations (connect to an existing facility or construct new); & an operations/
admin bldg. 

1 storey; 4 structures; 79 units; 255 hectares 
$455,000,000 estimated construction cost. 

PRE-BID 
Journal of Commerce 

QUALITY WIND PROJECT 

Photo by Peace PhotoGraphics 
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The Province announced that it will be investing more than $43 million into 18 new road projects 
throughout the Peace Region. 

Government of BC News Release 

Windrem Bridge Replacement Replace the Windrem Bridge on Hwy 97 north in Chetwynd. 
Peace District Road Upgrading Upgrading and surfacing area side roads. 
Tomslake Area Road 
Improvements 

Strengthen, widen and hard surface various roads in the Tomslake area. 

Engineering Pine Pass Preliminary Engineering and Business Case Development. 
Engineering South Taylor Hill Preliminary Engineering and Business Case Development. 
Upper Cutbank Road Property acquisition, strengthening and widening works of approx. 3 km on 

the Upper Cutbank Road, south of Dawson Creek. 
Braden Road Widen & strengthen approx. 15 km on the Braden Road near Dawson 

Creek. 
Boundary Road Strengthening, widening and sealcoating of approx. 20 km on the 

Boundary Road, south of Dawson Creek. 
South Peace Gravel Program Upgrade and strengthen the existing road structure on roads impacted by 

oil and gas industrial traffic in the South Peace. 
85 Tonne Route Enhancements Upgrade, strengthen road and bridge structures throughout the Peace 

area. 
Engineering for Future Years 
Projects 

Options analysis, engineering and investigations to establish OGRRIP 
program priorities. 

Magusin Preferred Route Intersection improvements, widening, base strengthening and hard 
surfacing approx. 3.5 km on Magusin Road, near Dawson Creek. 

Hwy 97N Business Case 
Development & Engineering 
Assessments 

Business Case development and preliminary engineering along Hwy 97 
North 

SW05-079-16-W6M approx 15 km 
West of Dawson Creek 

Proposed construction of a secure 
landfill which may include a stormwater 
management system, a leachate 
management system, facility infrastructure 
(scale, scale house and equipment shop) 
and an access road. 

$2,000,000 estimated construction 
cost. 
PRE-BID 

Journal of Commerce 

CCS SUNRISE SECURE 
LANDFILL PROJECT 

HERITAGE SECURE LANDFILL 
PROJECT 

SOUTH PEACE REGION ROADWORK  

Approx 5 km South of Tupper 
Proposed construction of a facility for the long-term 

containment of upstream oil and gas and other industrial 
waste streams. On-site facilities to include one cell that will 
be 245 x 250 m, which will contain approx 31,000 m3 
(542,500 tonnes) of waste depending on the fill configuration 
used for the initial cell. Other on-site facilities will include a 
scale house/field office and a small lab; a small garage which 
will be used to conduct maintenance on the facility 
equipment and store supplies. 

$1,000,000 estimated construction cost. 
PRE-BID 

Journal of Commerce 

March 2010 

Construction 
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South Peace Roads, Pouce Coupe, 
Tomslake & Dawson Creek areas of the S 
Peace 

The general nature of the Work to be carried 
out under the Contract consists of but is not 
necessarily limited to the following: Quality 
Management, Traffic Management, Production of 
Aggregate, Excavation of Road Base at the Railway 
Crossing and Tupper River Bridge approaches on 
Independent Road, Application of Geotextile and 
Geogrid, Application of Base Course Aggregates, 
Application of Double Sealcoat, Site Restoration 
and Cleanup. 

$1,000,000 estimated construction cost 
AWARD 

Hoban Equipment Ltd 
5121 46 Ave SE, PO Box 1390 
Salmon Arm BC V1E 1X2 
Phone: 250-832-8831  
Fax: 250-832-1003  
$1,295,060 

Journal of Commerce 

SOUTH PEACE ROADWORK 

HWY 52 ROADWORK 
Hwy 52, Approx 47.858 Km E of Tumbler 
Ridge 

The general nature of the Work to be carried 
out under the Contract consists of but is not 
necessarily limited to the following: Quality 
Management, Traffic Management, Production of 
Aggregate, Application of Geotextile and Geogrid, 
Application of Base Course Aggregates, 
Application of Double Sealcoat, Site Restoration 
and Cleanup. 
AWARD 

Hoban Equipment Ltd 
5121 46 Ave SE, PO Box 1390 
Salmon Arm BC V1E 1X2 
Phone: 250-832-8831  
Fax: 250-832-1003  
$2,763,325 

Journal of Commerce 

DISTRIBUTION LINE 
25 kv Distribution Line, 207 Road; 210 
Road; 217 Road; Sweetwater Road, Dawson 
Creek area 

Rebuild of 25 kV distribution line including: 
Rebuild of 1600 m of 25 kV along 210 Road; 
Rebuild of 13,000 m of both three phase and single 
phase power line along 217 Road; Rebuild of 8,000 
m of single power line along Sweetwater Road; 
Rebuild of 1,400 m of single phase power line along 
207 Road. 

$250,000 estimated construction cost. 
OUT TO TENDER 

Journal of Commerce 

ROADWORK 
Peace Sideroad Base Stabilization Program, 
8 different roads throughout the Peace 
District. 

The Work to be carried out consists of the 
following: Quality Management, Traffic 
Management, Grader shaped and compacted to a 
3% cross fall on tangents and to a uniform cross-fall 
on all curves, Supply and Application of Base 
Stabilization, Site Restoration and Cleanup. The 
Peace District, North District roads include 
Baldonnel, Golata Creek, Beryl Prairie, Altona; 
South District roads include Moberly, Stewart Lake, 
South Tate Creek and One Island Lake. 

$1,000,000 estimated cost. 
LOW BID 

Yellowhead Rd & Br (NP) Ltd 
10491 Finning Frontage- 49, Alaska Highway 
Fort John BC V1J 4J3 
Phone: 250-262-2600 
Fax: 250-785-8727 
$552,170 

Journal of Commerce 

April 2010 

Construction 

May 2010 
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Harper and Imperial Subdivisions, Dawson Creek 
The work consists of the following work: Supply and installation of approximately 1,400m of 200mm 

diameter PVC gravity sewer main including 17 manholes and 26 gravity services; Supply and install 
approximately 1,700m of 100mm diameter force main including 27 pressure services; Supply and install lift 
station, complete with electrical and SCADA systems. 

$1,000,000 estimated construction cost. 
OUT TO TENDER 

Journal of Commerce 

SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM 

May 2010 

Construction 

OIL & GAS SALES 2010 
The January 2010 sale of oil and gas land rights in northeast 

British Columbia generated $13 million in bonus bids for 9,444 
hectares at an average price of $1,372/hectare. The January 2009 sale 
of oil and gas land rights in northeast British Columbia generated $7.1 
million in bonus bids for 10 280 hectares at an average of $690/
hectare. 

The key parcels in the sale included: 
 Six leases in the Blair Creek area, approximately 115 

kilometres north of Fort St. John. Bids of between $1,088 
and $4,249 per hectare totalled over $4.7 million. 

 One lease in the Sunrise Gas Field area, located 20 
kilometres northwest of Dawson Creek, with a per-hectare 
bid of over $20,687 per hectare, for a total of over $5.3 
million. 

The BC February 2010 oil and gas land rights sale generated 
$17 million in bonus bids. The sale offered 22 parcels in northeast BC 
covering 15,374 hectares, and sold 19 parcels covering 13,256 
hectares. The average price per hectare for this sale is approximately 
$1,271. In 2009 there was $17.6 million in bonus bids on 89 parcels 
covering 29,171 hectares for an average price of $603 per hectare. 

British Columbia's March natural gas and petroleum sale 
attracted $13.41 million in bonus bids at fiscal year end. 

The five-year average between 2005/2006 and the year ending 
this month is $1.14 billion at $1,960 per hectare. 

(Continued on page 13) 

OIL & GAS SALES 

BC’s 2009 year-end total was 
$892.9 million as 389,664 hectares 
were auctioned off at an average of 

$2,291 per hectare. 

Total 2008 - $2.66 billion 

Total 2006 - $629.85 million 

Total 2005 - $533.99 million 

Total 2004 - $232 million 

Total 2003 - $646.68 million 

Total 2002 - $288.54 million 

Total 2001 - $439.47 million 

Total 2000 - $248.24 million 

Total 1999 - $176.17 million 
Nickle’s Energy Group 

Total 2007 - $1.047 billion 

Energy 
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OIL & GAS SALES 2010 

The March oil & gas sale offered 77 parcels in northeast BC covering 25,171 hectares, and sold 66 parcels 
covering 18,736 hectares. The average price per hectare for this sale is approximately $715. 

The April 2010 British Columbia land sale raised $85.1 for 24 094 hectares at an average price of $3,532 
per hectare. The April 2009 sale produced $18.1 million in bonus bids on 27 657 hectares at an average price 
of $655. 

After four sales in 2010, BC’s land sale revenue has climbed to $128.31 million on 65 530 hectares at an 
average of $1,958. To the same point last year, the province had raised $57.83 million on 79 162 hectares, an 
average of $730.62 per hectare. 

The British Columbia land sale in May 2010 collected $76.6 
million and 1 drilling license went for $18 million. 

The May 19 sale offered 96 parcels in northeast BC covering 47 
374 hectares and the province sold 92 parcels covering 45 671 hectares. 
The average price per hectare for the sale was roughly $1,677. The 
May sale last year generated $10.2 million in bonus bids at an average 
of $488.98 per hectare. 

Year-to-date, the province has brought in $204.9 million in bonus 
bids compared to $68 million to the same point in 2009. 

May 2009 $10.22 million 
May 2008 $441.44 million 
May 2007 $4.52 million 
May 2006 $103.04 million 
May 2005 $38.07 million 
May 2004 $26.7 million 
May 2003 $30.08 million 
May 2002 $17 million 
May 2001 $32.27 million 
May 2000 $10.85 million 
May 1999 $11.5 million 
May 1998 $7.4 million 
May 1997 $26.7 million 

JuneWarren-Nickel’s Energy Group 
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NUMBER OF WELLS 
DRILLED IN BC  

1999 627 

2000 777 

2001 882 

2002 646 

2003 1049 

2004 1213 

2005 1376 

2006 1416 

2007 899 

2008 882 

2009 592 

Oil & Gas Commission 

2010 308 

Photo by Peace PhotoGraphics 
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Monterey Exploration Ltd.’s proved plus probable reserves increased to 14.6 million barrels of oil 
equivalent at Dec. 31, 2009, a 45% increase from 10 million BOE at the end of 2008. 

Total proved reserves increased by 22.3% to 7.07 million BOE and comprised 48.4% of the corporation's 
total proved plus probable reserves. 

Monterey said it is very encouraged by operational results to date on its natural gas project at Groundbirch 
in Northeast British Columbia. The corporation is continuing to evaluate the ultimate potential of this asset 
and is targeting the commissioning and start-up of a new natural gas processing facility for the Groundbirch 
project within the next 12 months. 

The company has initiated the construction of the 100% working interest 28 mmcf a day processing 
facility. Clearing and preparation of the plant site is scheduled to begin prior to the end of the first quarter for 
second half 2010 construction activities. 

The best estimate of discovered petroleum initially-in-place on Monterey's Montney landholdings at 
Groundbirch increased to 1.3 trillion cubic feet net to the company as at Dec. 31, 2009, up significantly from 
659 bcf as at March 31, 2009. Additional drilling activities scheduled in the first quarter of 2010 will evaluate 
the remaining four (three net) sections of Monterey landholdings in the Groundbirch project area. 

The company said it had a very successful and operationally intensive fourth quarter of 2009 and has 
continued the elevated activity level into the first quarter of 2010. 

The licensing activities combined with the three existing surface pads will result in Monterey having an 
initial development footprint in place for up to 20 horizontal well locations prior to the end of the first quarter 
of 2010 and will amass a six to eight year drilling inventory supporting the initial development and 
construction of the 28 mmcf a day processing facility. 

The company’s board of directors has approved a capital expenditure program totaling $15 million for the 
first six months of 2010. This capital program will be allocated 100% towards exploration and development 
activities at Groundbirch. Production is expected to decline modestly and average 1,600 to 1,700 BOE a day 
over the first six months of 2010. 

JuneWarren-Nickle’s Energy Group 

MONTEREY EXPLORATION 

January 2010 

Alliance Pipeline anticipates filing an application with the National Energy Board in April, 2010 for a 
proposed expansion of its gathering system in British Columbia and Alberta to come into service Nov. 1, 
2011. 

The company held a binding open season last summer to solicit requests for a proposed gathering system 
receipt service that would provide incremental receipt capacity from new or existing receipt points on the 
system. 

Among the open season subscribers was Crew Energy Inc. whose precedent agreement included a 
provision providing for early construction of the Septimus meter station in advance of the overall expansion. 
Alliance has submitted an application to the board for the meter station within NW 22-81-16 W6M on the Fort 
St. John lateral line. The facilities will be receiving sweet natural gas from Crew’s new Septimus gas plant that 
will be producing from the Montney formation. 

The gas will be transported from the gas plant to Alliance’s proposed Septimus meter station through 20 
kilometres of 20-inch lateral piping to be constructed, owned and operated by Aux Sable Canada. The 
meter run will be capable of measuring flows of up to 95 mmcf per day of gas. 

JuneWarren-Nickle’s Energy Group 

ALLIANCE PIPELINE 
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In North America, Talisman’s objective is to become a leading, returns based, shale gas producer. The 
company plans to spend $1.9 billion in 2010, of which, approximately $1.6 billion (85%) has been allocated 
toward shale programs, primarily in the Pennsylvania Marcellus and Montney. 

This is roughly comparable to the amount Talisman spent on shale plays last year; however, the total in 
2009 included significant spending on shale land acquisitions. As a result of these purchases, Talisman has a 
10 year drilling inventory (4,800 net drilling locations) on Tier 1 acreage within its Pennsylvania Marcellus 
and Montney shale plays. The amount of anticipated spending budgeted for land is significantly lower this 
year as the focus shifts to drilling. 

In the Montney shale, Talisman is moving the Farrell Creek and Greater Cypress areas into commercial 
development with approximately 25 horizontal development wells expected in 2010 (with plans to complete 
17 of these during the year). 

In addition, they expect to drill 10-15 Montney shale pilot wells, including our first multi-lateral, as they 
continue to delineate this large play. The company will expand from three rigs to as many as nine by the end 
of the year, spending approximately $550 million. 

They expect to exit the Montney shale in 2010 at between 40-60 mmcf/d, based on expected ultimate 
recoveries of around 5 bcf per well and 30 day initial production rates of 4.5 mmcf/d. 

http://www.talisman-energy.com/ 

TALISMAN 

Energy 

Progress Energy Resources Corp. plans to hit the drill bit hard in the first quarter and will spend 
$125 million during the period to advance its programs in Northeastern British Columbia and Alberta’s Deep 
Basin. 

The company said it currently has 10 drilling rigs and seven service rigs running across its operating 
region and anticipates drilling approximately 30 wells during the first three months of this year. 

After a successful exploration drilling program in 2009, the company will kick start development of its 
Montney assets in the coming months. 

Last year the company expanded its land holdings in the area by adding over 63,000 acres of Montney 
rights and with approximately 575,000 acres of Montney rights in the Foothills alone, Progress has one of the 
largest land positions in the Montney fairway. 

The company said exploration drilling in 2009 focused on the Town area where a successful three well 
vertical program was followed up by a three well horizontal program including a 10 mmcf per day horizontal 
test in Town South area. Following up on this success, Progress has now initiated phase one of its Montney 
development program. 

Currently underway, the first phase includes four horizontal wells in the Town South area and a 25 mmcf 
per day compressor and dehydration facility, with expansion capability to 50 mmcf per day, which will be 
constructed and onstream in the second quarter. 

Horizontal wells cost approximately $6.3 million to drill and complete and will benefit from the deep 
drilling royalty credit program in B.C. The credit of approximately $2 million per well will be recovered as a 
reduction to royalties payable. 

The company also hopes to expand the areal extent of the productive Montney fairway, and will drill five 
vertical delineation wells and will conduct five re-completions in the first quarter of 2010 targeting high 
potential areas where Progress has large contiguous land blocks, operatorship and control of area 
infrastructure. 

(Continued on page 16) 
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EnCana Corporation – which began operations in April 2002 upon the merger of PanCanadian 
Energy Corporation and Alberta Energy Company Ltd. – drilled 27,767 wells in Canada over the past 
10 years, making it the top operator of the decade. Its peak year was 2003 when it drilled 5,032 new wells as 
operator. 

Husky Energy Inc. was the number two operator of the decade, starting off with its acquisition of 
Renaissance Energy Ltd. in the year 2000. Husky drilled 11,849 wells from 2000 through 2009. 

EnCana, Canadian Natural Resources Limited and ConocoPhillips Canada Limited were the 
top three operators in Canada last year. 

EnCana drilled 1.94 million metres of hole, Canadian Natural drilled 918,963 metres while 
ConocoPhillips drilled 533,150 metres. These three companies combined accounted for 3.39 million metres of 
hole or 27% of the total 12.54 million metres drilled by all operators. 

The same three companies were most active drillers in Alberta. Counting exploratory holes only, 
Canadian Natural was the most active in the province with 117 138 metres drilled in 2009. 

Ranked by wells drilled in Canada during 2009, EnCana (1,510 holes), Canadian Natural (827 wells) and 
Husky Energy (466) wells were the three busiest operators. Husky did not make it into the top three places 
when ranked by metres drilled as its average depth per well was only 906 metres. 

In a year that saw an increasing emphasis on horizontal drilling, the top four operators of new horizontal 
wells were EnCana (247), Canadian Natural (158 wells), Crescent Point Energy Corp. (112 wells) and 
Tundra Oil & Gas Partnership (110 wells). 

In British Columbia, the three most active operators were EnCana (405,538 metres), Royal Dutch Shell 
(173,635 metres) and Murphy Oil Company Ltd. (125,214 metres, all development wells). EnCana and 
Shell led the way on exploration. 

On the downside, EnCana drilled 1,278 fewer wells in 2009 than in 2008, showing the biggest decline. 
Husky cut its program by 809 wells while EOG Resources Canada Inc. chopped its drilling program by 
415 wells to only 78 wells as operator. Enerplus Resources Fund drilled only 310 wells, down from 657 
in 2008 and Apache Canada Ltd. Drilled 291 fewer wells in 2009 compared to the previous year. 

JuneWarren-Nickle’s Energy Group 

DRILLING 2009 

Energy 
January 2010 

The company said that three wells were completed and tested at Kobes, Gundy and Caribou and have 
significantly expanded the areal extent of Progress' productive Montney fairway in the Foothills to the north, 
south and west of Town. 

These vertical wells averaged one mmcf per day on test and as such are expected to lead to further 
development phases in 2010. Additionally, drilling activity is underway in the Altares/Farrell Creek area and, 
with success, will extend the fairway a further 30 miles to the south. 

At Dec. 31, 2008, with only one Montney well drilled and completed, Progress had 6.5 bcf proved plus 
probable reserve bookings assigned to the Town Montney project. The company said the reserves assessment 
of the Montney will be updated in this area in conjunction with the year-end reserves evaluation. 

The company will also have an active program elsewhere in northeastern B.C. and will drill eight wells 
targeting its traditional Gething, Halfway and Debolt opportunities throughout the Foothills. 

Progress noted that it has over 350 wells in inventory in the Foothills of northeast B.C. 
JuneWarren-Nickle’s Energy Group 

(Continued from page 15) 
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GAS PLANT APPLICATIONS UP 
The BC Oil & Gas Commission is dealing with half as many drilling applications -- and a lot more gas 

plant applications. 
"In the past two years we've seen well and geophysical applications decline upwards of about 50% -- I 

think we're hovering at about 45% less this year than last year," said Paul Jeakins, Deputy Commissioner. 
"While we've seen that decrease, we've seen big upswing in gas plant applications." 
The commission has had to shuffle its staff to deal with five new gas plants, three new gas plants under 

construction, four in the application process and two new plants and two expansions expected to apply for 
approval in the next couple of months. 

The plants are essential as players who have had drilling success in Northeastern BC find a way to bring 
their success to the marketplace. 

BC had established gas reserves of 605 billion cubic metres at the end of 2008 and production was 30.3 
billion cubic metres. 

Both numbers are expected to climb, along with kilometres of pipeline, especially if the Kitimat liquified 
natural gas export facility takes off. 

Calgary Herald 

Another shipment of turbines for Phase One of BC's largest wind farm, located on Dokie Ridge, began 
arriving via CN Rail. 

The 30 blades are being temporarily stored in the Canfor yards. More of the turbine components are 
expected to arrive over the next few months. 

Project Director Paul Rapp said each tower, which is valued at around $4 million, consists of nine pieces, 
three tubular sections, three blades, the nacelle, the hub where the blades attach and the nosecone. 

The pieces were delivered by ship to the Port of Vancouver in the US and then transported by rail to 
Chetwynd. 

"It's quite something," Rapp said, adding GE and Plutonic have leased approximately eight acres from 
Canfor for storage. 

In December, GE and Plutonic jointly contributed $52.5 million to purchase the fully permitted project 
abandoned by EarthFirst and the companies have formed a partnership through which they will construct 
and operate the project's first phase, which will have the capacity to generate 144 MW and is expected to reach 
commercial operation by early 2011. Forty-three turbines are scheduled to be erected with construction 
beginning in June. 

The project will generate energy for provincial utility BC Hydro under a 25-year purchase agreement. 
It will provide power for 34,000 homes and avoid more than 229,000 metric tonnes of carbon dioxide 

emissions from fossil fuel sources — the equivalent of taking 44,000 cars off the road. 
Chetwynd Echo 

DOKIE WIND FARM 

February 2010 
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TERRA ENERGY 
Terra Energy Corp. has signed a commitment letter outlining an arrangement with a large producer 

whereby Terra Energy will, upon closing, significantly expand the company's presence within the Montney 
fairway in British Columbia. 

In accordance with the terms of the commitment letter, Terra Energy will acquire approximately 91 gross 
(66 net) sections of land. In addition to the Montney fairway, Terra Energy will acquire certain additional 
lands in Northeastern British Columbia having identified potential for multi-frac horizontal development. 

The deal will add considerably to Terra Energy's growing land presence in the Montney fairway trend in 
northeastern British Columbia with material acreage additions in key areas of high activity, including Altares/
Farrell Creek, Wilder and Groundbirch. 

Upon completion of the arrangement, Terra Energy said it will be one of the largest holders of prospective 
Montney rights in British Columbia, with approximately 122 gross (100 net) sections within the prospective 
Montney fairway. 

Under the terms of the arrangement, Terra Energy will acquire a 100% working interest in approximately 
14 net sections of land located in the Altares/Farrell Creek area. Upon closing, Terra Energy anticipates 
licensing up to three vertical Montney tests and one recompletion in the area. Drilling and testing, including 
the application of micro-seismic technology, is anticipated to commence early in 2010 with a view towards 
assessing the potential for a multi-well horizontal development program. 

As of Oct. 1, 2009, there were approximately 21 horizontal and 10 vertical Montney wells either drilled or 
licensed by various operators in areas adjacent to Farrell Creek, including a vertical Montney test well 
reported to have initial production of more than four mmcf per day. 

In addition, Terra Energy will significantly increase its current interests in the Wilder area through the 
addition of approximately 17.5 gross (16.25 net) sections of land. Terra Energy currently owns approximately 
60 gross (30 net) sections of prospective Montney in the Wilder area. The company expects to undertake four 
to six vertical Montney tests and one potential horizontal well in the area during 2010 in order to preserve title 
and test the Montney potential in the area. 

Terra Energy has initiated preliminary engineering for a 30 mmcf per day gas processing plant in the 
Monias/Wilder area to support anticipated production from a multi-well horizontal development program. 

Under the arrangement, Terra Energy will further receive varied interests in approximately 12 gross (3.75 
net) sections (together with overriding royalties) in the Groundbirch area, located proximal to a recent 
horizontal Montney test that achieved a reported initial production rate of nine mmcf per day following 48 
hours of continuous production testing. One 'confidential' horizontal development well has recently been 
drilled, and two or more follow-up horizontal Montney development wells are anticipated to be drilled this 
year on the Groundbirch lands contemplated under the arrangement.  Terra Energy is encouraged by results to 
date in the Groundbirch area and, subject to closing of the arrangement, anticipates participating in horizontal 
Montney development drilling in the Groundbirch area during the course of 2010. 

Additionally, Terra Energy will be well positioned with a significant foothold in the Inga/Fireweed area of 
Northeastern B.C., following the addition of approximately 22.5 gross (8.5 net) sections of land with average 
working interests of between 25% and 40% and rights to related production and facilities in the Inga/Fireweed 
area. This land is on strike with the Fireweed Doig tight sand trend. 

The arrangement is scheduled to close on or before Feb. 15, and is subject to customary approvals, 
conditions, adjustments and management approval by both parties. 

JuneWarren-Nickle’s Energy Group 
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MURPHY OIL 
Natural gas wells at Murphy Oil Corporation's Tupper and West Tupper Montney tight gas play in 

Northeastern British Columbia continue to get "better and better," said David Wood the company's chief 
executive officer. 

With the two sanctioned developments, Tupper Main and the first phase of Tupper West, Murphy is likely 
about halfway to three tcf of resources, he told analysts. 

"I can see that doubling and maybe better than that with the acreage we currently have under lease, all at 
160 acre spacing," with the potential to downspace to 80-acre spacing providing additional upside, said Wood. 
"We have drilled a lot of wells, raw production and feel real good about what we have." 

Drilling and completion costs in the Montney are less than $4 (U.S.) per mcf, analysts heard. "We are 
going to live in an oversupplied gas world and being able to bring things on and be able to bring things on and 
produce them for less than $4 is going to be very important," he said. 

Last year, the company took advantage of depressed North American gas prices to add acreage at both 
Tupper and in the Eagleford shale in South Texas. 

Murphy is looking to add 10 tcf of natural gas resource in North America to its portfolio and Wood 
believes the company is already two-thirds of the way there with its combined acreage positions in Tupper and 
Eagleford as results in both areas have been very encouraging. 

Canadian gas production for the three months ended Dec. 31, 2009 averaged 81.19 mmcf per day 
compared to 40 mcf per day in the 2008 quarter as Tupper did not come onstream until December 2008 Gas 
sales in Canada for the 12-months averaged 54.86 mmcf per day. Total Canadian production in the quarter 
averaged 44,919 bbls of oil equivalent per day, including 31,387 bbls a day of crude oil and natural gas 
liquids. 

Canadian capital spending in the fourth quarter of 2009 was $88 million compared to $130.9 million in 
2008 while expenditures for the year declined to $340.1 million from $489.6 million the previous year. 

JuneWarren-Nickle’s Energy Group 

BC TRANSMISSION CORPORATION 
The BC Transmission Corporation is planning a major project in the South Peace. 
The anticipated $200 million project would add a new transmission line from Chetwynd to Dawson 

Creek.  The increased supply is needed due to a rapidly-growing oil and gas industry in and around Dawson 
Creek. 

The BCTC will begin its consultation process on the project sometime in the spring. 
In the meantime, the corporation will continue to investigate other options, including expansions to the 

existing Bear Mountain and the Dawson Creek stations. 
www.energeticcity.ca 

February 2010 
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ARC ENERGY 
During 2009 ARC spent $360 million on exploration, development and corporate activities and 

participated in 218 gross (132 net) wells. On ARC's operated lands, it drilled 146 gross (120 net) wells with a 
99.3% success rate. 

ARC's 2009 capital program was focused on resource play development with the Montney in 
Northeastern British Columbia accounting for 53% of the spending. At Dawson, record average production of 
52 mmcf per day of gas and 230 bbls per day of liquids was achieved in 2009. A total of 22 horizontal wells 
were drilled and significant progress was made towards the completion of the 60 mmcf per day Dawson Phase 
One gas plant, which is currently expected to be onstream early in May, 2010. 

Only eight of the 22 wells drilled in 2009 were on production at year-end, with the remaining 14 
horizontal wells ready to be brought on production with the completion of the gas plant. 

The 2010 capital budget calls for the drilling of three step out vertical wells along with the drilling of 30  
Montney horizontal wells and the substantial completion of an additional Phase Two 60 mmcf per day gas 
plant at Dawson. ARC will also be testing the Lower Montney zone that has proven to be productive 
elsewhere. 

In the West Montney assets, ARC participated in a partner operated four well Montney horizontal drilling 
program at Sunrise, drilled one vertical well at Sunset and one in Sundown in 2009. The four Sunrise 
horizontal wells have recently been brought on production and are expected to average 10 mmcf per day net to 
ARC's 50% interest in the first quarter of 2010. 

ARC's 2010 drilling plans in the West Montney include the drilling of nine gross horizontal wells with a 
portion of funds specifically targeted towards the assessment of the Lower Montney zone. Spending will also 
be devoted to the initial procurement of equipment for a new Sunrise gas plant, currently planned for early 
2012. 

At Ante Creek, ARC drilled four horizontal Montney wells targeting a mixture of oil and gas production. 
With the success of these wells and a late year acquisition of approximately 1,000 BOE per day, ARC was 
able to grow Ante Creek production to a record 7,000 BOE a day at year-end 2009. The trust has allocated $70 
million of capital to this field for 2010 and expects to drill 14 horizontal and two vertical wells. 

With the expansion of ARC's liquid handling facilities, the upgrade of a third party operated gas plant and 
further successful drilling, ARC expects production to grow to approximately 8,500 BOE per day by early 
2011. 

The Dawson gas field was the center piece of the Star Oil and Gas purchase made by ARC in April of 
2003, at that time production was approximately 17 mmcf per day and the proved plus probable reserves were 
just 110 bcf. Since then ARC has added to its land base in the area, drilled 77 vertical wells and 41 horizontal 
wells and increased production to 55 mmcf per day. 

As a result of the development activities, advances in technology and knowledge gained through the 
longer production history, proved plus probable reserves have increased to 593 bcf. The majority of the 
reserve additions have come in the past two years -- 254 bcf were added in 2008 and a further 205 bcf were 
added in 2009, as successful development with horizontal wells lead to the implementation of a major 
development project at Dawson. 

Despite this success, ARC still believes that there are significant volumes of gas that can be added to 
reserves in the future assuming continued successful development of the field. 

JuneWarren-Nickle’s Energy Group 
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Imperial Oil Limited now says it will be 2018 at the earliest, before natural gas could start flowing, from 
the Mackenzie Valley Gas Pipeline Project. 

The National Energy Board is set to decide in September, whether the project should go ahead. 
However, after that the backers would need to secure hundreds more permits, before they can begin work. 
The Calgary-based company says, it and other firms working on the long-delayed project will likely 

decide whether to proceed in late 2013. 
www.Energeticcity.ca 

MACKENZIE VALLEY PIPELINE 

A new $120-million installment of BC”s Infrastructure Royalty Credit program will encourage investment 
and infrastructure, and stimulate activity in BC’s natural gas sector. The ministry is now accepting requests for 
applications from natural gas and petroleum companies to participate in the 2010 program. 

Since 2004, B.C.’s Infrastructure Royalty Credit Program has allocated more than $485 million in 
infrastructure royalty credits to natural gas and petroleum companies operating in the province, resulting in 71 
new road-based projects and 83 new pipeline projects. This represents new total capital investment in BC of 
almost $1 billion. 

The Province gets an approximate return on investment of $2.50 for every dollar invested -- revenue that 
would not have been collected otherwise. The program is designed to reflect the competitive challenges of 
enabling year-round activity and providing infrastructure that allows natural gas activity that would otherwise 
not take place. 

Companies are invited to apply to the ministry under the 2010 program with proposed road or pipeline 
infrastructure projects and compete for these royalty credits. As in previous years, all projects applying for 
credits under the Infrastructure Royalty Credit Program will undergo a rigorous evaluation and ranking 
process, and only those that ensure the highest economic benefits for British Columbia will be approved. 

Government of BC News Release 

INFRASTRUCTURE ROYALTY CREDITS 

Edmonton-based Capital Power Corp.'s proposed $455-million Quality Wind Project near Tumbler 
Ridge in Northeastern British Columbia has been selected as a new clean-power source by BC Hydro. 

Under the arrangement, the provincial utility will purchase power for 25 years from the 142-megawatt, 79
-turbine project. 

Commercial operation is expected to begin no later than the spring of 2013. 
The proposed site is near Highway 52, which provides relatively good access for construction. The area 

has seen other development, including oil and gas activity, and forestry operations. Public consultation for the 
project began in 2007. 

The Quality Wind project is one of 19 projects to be awarded electricity-purchase agreements under BC’s 
Clean Power Call. Combined, the projects will generate enough energy to supply about 218,000 homes in BC. 

Edmonton Journal 

QUALITY WIND PROJECT 

http://www.Energeticcity.ca
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The National Energy Board has approved NOVA Gas Transmission Ltd's $251.4 million 
Groundbirch Pipeline project that will connect sweet natural gas mainly from the Montney formation in 
Northeastern British Columbia to the Alberta system. 

The 36-inch Groundbirch Pipeline, an extension of NGTL parent TransCanada Corporation's 
Alberta system, would extend from a new interconnection on the Gordondale Lateral near the downstream 
side of the existing Gordondale meter station on the Alberta system, approximately 11 kilometres east of Bay 
Tree, Alberta to a meter station in the Groundbirch area in northeast B.C. approximately 37 kilometres 
northwest of Dawson Creek. 

The pipeline, which should be in service late this year, will include related facilities, including meter 
stations and valve sites. It is designed to transport about 1.66 bcf per day of natural gas. 

NGTL indicated the applied-for facilities were in response to shippers' interest in connecting the 
Montney, an unconventional gas play, to the Alberta system. Current conventional gas production from the 
Cadomin, Doig, Gething, Baldonnel, Halfway, Bluesky, Charlie Lake and Kiskatinaw formations would also 
be a source of gas for the pipeline. 

The company estimated undiscovered natural gas potential of 29.6 tcf of gas in place (28.5 tcf of 
unconventional) of which 7.5 tcf is marketable gas, including 6.8 tcf of unconventional gas. The estimated 
productive capacity for the project is 255 mmcf per day in 2010/2011, increasing to a peak of 1.44 bcf per day 
in 2022/2023. 

In addition to the 77-kilometre pipeline, the project will include three metering stations, two block valves 
and the appropriate tie-in valves, side valves and blind flanges to connect to the Alberta system and to 
accommodate potential future expansion. 

JuneWarren-Nickle’s Energy Group 

GROUNDBIRCH PIPELINE 

Korea Gas Corporation says it will invest $1.1 billion (U.S.) to jointly develop natural gas fields in 
Canada with EnCana Corporation, which will likely see the Asian country shipping liquefied gas back to 
South Korea. 

Under the deal, Korea Gas will acquire a 50% stake in certain lands in the Montney and Horn River in 
northeast British Columbia in sparsely drilled areas. 

“What we’ve got is a farm-in agreement,” said Alan Boras, an EnCana spokesperson, when asked about 
the deal. “We’ve got extensive lands ...and this enables us to accelerate development on areas that we haven’t 
had much of an opportunity to drill yet.” 

The 50% deal will feature Korea Gas contributing funds over three years, in one-year increments. The 
three-year period involves investment of about $565 million (Cdn.) and will include roughly 25,000 acres at 
Horn River and about 129,000 acres in the Montney in BC, for a total of 154,000 acres that KoGas will have 
an interest in. 

The deal continues a foray by the Koreans into the Canadian patch. State-owned Korea National Oil 
Company acquired Harvest Energy Trust for $4.1 billion. And last summer, Kitimat LNG Inc. 
announced a memorandum of understanding with Korea Gas under which it would acquire up to 40% of 
Kitimat LNG’s production and an option to acquire an equity stake in Kitimat LNG’s planned export terminal. 

JuneWarren-Nickle’s Energy Group 
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ENCANA 
EnCana has been active in the tight gas Montney play where it has 730,000 net acres (1,100 sections) of 

land between Grande Prairie, Alberta and Dawson Creek, B.C. with an estimated 70 tcf of gas in place. 
In 2009, EnCana drilled about 60 wells focusing on both the Upper and Lower Montney zones but took a 

different approach to completions, said Smith. In the Upper Montney, it used Halliburton Corporation's 
CobraMax fracturing application to complete the wells while in the Lower Montney it used open hole swell 
packers primarily with energized fluids and then slick water. 

EnCana is adding length and fracturing stages to increase and enhance the performance of the wells. 
Where there is both Upper and Lower Montney potential, the company is drilling eight to 10 wells per section 
to develop. 

With this performance, from a large scale perspective the Montney is one of the strongest performing 
assets in EnCana's portfolio with a rate of return approaching 50% and a supply cost close to $3 (U.S.) per 
mcf. 

EnCana is also are trying to develop more area from a single surface pad. "Not only is that great for 
reducing your environmental footprint but you are also really saving costs on the surface side," said Kevin 
Smith, vice-president of the Fort Nelson business unit. 

JuneWarren-Nickle’s Energy Group 
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During 2009, Storm Exploration Inc. drilled 11 wells which resulted in 11 gas wells for a 100% 
success rate. At the company's Parkland property, four horizontal Montney gas wells and four vertical 
Montney gas wells were drilled. 

This was a significant reduction from the 2008 drilling program of 29 wells with 11 horizontal Montney 
gas wells. In the fourth quarter, all three wells drilled were successful, resulting in three gas wells (three net) 
including two horizontal Montney gas wells. 

Fourth quarter activity included the completion of two vertical Montney step-outs drilled earlier in the 
year. Each well was completed separately in two intervals of the Montney (the upper sands and the lower 
sands). Four intervals were completed with test rates in excess of one mmcf per day from each interval. 

Storm also drilled two horizontal Montney development wells. One began producing in mid-December 
and the other in mid-January, with first-month rates from each well being restricted to approximately four 
mmcf per day as a result of bottlenecks in the pipeline gathering system. 

The company also expanded the second Parkland facility which now has capacity for 24 mmcf per day 
and adding a natural gas liquids extraction plant (refridge). Combined capacity at Storm's two Parkland 
facilities is now 52 mmcf per day with throughput in January averaging 34.5 mmcf per day of gross raw gas. 

The company noted that it also added to its Horn River Basin land position in 2009 by acquiring 32 gross 
sections (40% working interest) at Crown land sales. Storm's Horn River land position now totals 75 gross 
sections or 30 net sections. 

The company said that the year-over-year decrease in proved and proved plus probable reserves was due 
to non-core property dispositions, and a smaller drilling program resulting in fewer reserve additions from 
exploration and development activities. The proved plus probable reserve life index is 13.8 years using 
average 2009 production of 8,127 BOE per day. 

In northeast BC., proved and probable reserves assigned to the company's Montney discovery at Parkland 
grew by eight per cent, or 2.8 million BOE, and totalled 36.5 million BOE at the end of 2009. Storm said this 
was the result of successful vertical Montney delineation wells which expanded the areal extent of its Montney 
discovery, and from the installation of a refridge plant which increased recovery of natural gas liquids. 

In 2010, the company said it plans to spend between $85 to $90 million, with approximately 50% of this 
amount being spent in the first half of 2010. 

Storm said its drilling program in 2010 will continue to be focused on its Parkland property where it plans 
to drill 12 horizontal Montney development wells and three vertical Montney step-outs The company said it 
expects to drill one horizontal well in the first quarter which will test drainage in the lower sands. If this well 
is successful, the plan is to drill up to two more horizontals into the lower sands in the third quarter. 

Development of our Montney discovery continues to progress as expected. In January 2010, production 
totalled 30 mmcf per day of gross raw gas from 17 horizontal and 12 vertical Montney gas wells. 

They plan to drill an additional seven horizontal wells in the first quarter and they expect that four of 
these will be completed, pipeline connected, and begin producing by the end of March. 

JuneWarren-Nickle’s Energy Group 

STORM EXPLORATION 

Energy 
March 2010 
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Energy 
April 2010 

SITE C DAM 
The BC government announced that it will move forward with the Site C Clean Energy Project (Site C). 

The Site C project will be the third dam on the Peace River in northeast B.C., and will be a source of clean and 
renewable energy for over 100 years, producing enough electricity to power approximately 410,000 homes per 
year. The government’s decision to advance Site C is based on the project’s benefits to British Columbians. 
These include:   

Site C will help meet BC’s future electricity needs by providing 900 megawatts of capacity and 4,600 
gigawatt hours of electricity each year. 

Site C will produce among the lowest greenhouse gas emissions per gigawatt-hour, when compared with 
other forms of electricity generation. This will help B.C. further displace fossil fuel-generated electricity with 
clean energy. 

As the third project on one river system, Site C will generate 30 per cent of the electricity produced at the 
W.A.C. Bennett Dam with only five per cent of the reservoir area. 

Site C will contribute to the local and provincial economy by creating an estimated 7,650 direct 
construction jobs through the construction period, and up to 35,000 direct and indirect jobs through all stages 
of the project. 

As a source of firm energy, Site C will facilitate the development of clean energy projects by providing 
additional capacity to back up intermittent resources, such as wind, run-of-river hydro and solar. 

Construction of Site C will be subject to required regulatory approvals, and ensuring that the Crown’s 
constitutional duties to First Nations are met. 

Site C will now advance to the regulatory review phase, which will include an independent environmental 
assessment. The regulatory review phase is expected to take about two years, and it is anticipated that Site C 
will be available for domestic electricity need by 2020. 

The regulatory review for Site C will involve consultation processes, including opportunities for input and 
participation by the public, First Nations, stakeholders, communities and customers. 

In addition, as part of the environmental assessment process, the project will consider potential 
environmental and socio-economic effects, impacts to land and water, and options for regional benefits, such 
as infrastructure and supporting recreational opportunities. Where impacts cannot be avoided, BC Hydro will 
identify and evaluate potential options for mitigation. 

The Site C Clean Energy Project has been evaluated using best practices in project planning and 
development. This includes a five-stage process that provides multiple milestones for assessing the project and 
deciding whether to proceed to the next stage. 

The provincial government decision to advance Site C to the third stage of project planning and 
development, including an environmental review, is based on two years of work by BC Hydro that included 
comprehensive consultations, as well as environmental and engineering studies. 

Government of BC News Release 
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Energy 
April 2010 

MONTEREY EXPLORATION 
Monterey Exploration Ltd. reported two additional successful horizontal well completions in the 

Groundbirch area of northeast British Columbia. 
The company commenced fracture stimulation operations March 19 on two Montney horizontal wells that 

were drilled and cased in the first quarter. The 1 600 metre horizontal leg was fracture stimulated in six 
separate stages plus the initial toe frac utilizing slick water limited entry multi-stage fracture technology. The 
well was flow tested up 4-1/2 inch casing and had a measured natural gas rate of approximately six mmcf per 
day with a flowing wellhead pressure of 450 pounds per square inch after 48 hours of continuous production 
testing. 

The well was still producing significant frac fluid at over 50 bbls per hour at the end of the 48 hour flow 
period and is now shut-in for pressure build-up and analysis. 

The second horizontal well completed was the 100% working interest well. The 1 600 meter horizontal 
leg was also fracture stimulated in six separate stages plus the initial toe frac utilizing slick water limited entry 
multi-stage fracture technology. The 2-21 well was flow tested up 4-1/2 inch casing and had a measured 
natural gas rate of approximately seven mmcf per day, a flowing wellhead pressure of 520 psi and 60 bbls per 
hour of frac fluid after 34 hours of continuous production testing. 

In the past 12 months, Monterey has drilled three horizontal test wells and two vertical stratigraphic wells 
across its operated land base at Groundbirch providing key data to evaluate the scale and full potential 
economic size of the Montney project. 

The successful  results  at 
Groundbirch provide the footprint and 
compelling investment for the 
corporation to continue to proceed with 
the initial development of the Montney 
project, Monterey said in a news release. 
This most recent data will be reviewed 
by Monterey's reserve evaluators in the 
following weeks and Monterey intends to 
complete an updated reserve report with 
respect to the Groundbirch property. 

The corporation now has five (four 
constructed) multi-well drilling pads with 
multiple drilling licenses on every pad to 
continue with the initial development of 
the Montney project. A drilling rig is 
currently racked in the Groundbirch field 
and is scheduled to commence operations 
on the next development wells once 
summer access is obtained. 

Surface construction and road access 
has been completed in respect of 
Monterey's previously announced plans 
for a 28 mmcf a day natural gas 
processing facility at Groundbirch. The 
facility should be completed by the end 
of 2010. 

JuneWarren-Nickle’s Energy Group 
Photo by Peace PhotoGraphics 
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Energy 
May 2010 

As of May 25, 2010, there were 35 rigs drilling, 12 released and 5 rig prepped to spud. 
Oil & Gas Commission 

ACTIVE OIL RIGS 

A mobile air monitoring lab will provide monitoring in communities without fixed monitoring stations. 
According to the BC Energy Ministry, the lab measures air pollutants including black carbon, sulphur 

dioxide, nitrogen dioxide, carbon monoxide, ozone and particulate matter, along with standard climate 
readings. 

The fully-equipped laboratory will be stationed outside the community hall in Tomslake for around three 
weeks before moving on to other communities including Groundbirch, Farmington and Rolla. 

The Energy Ministry says the data collected by the lab will be available instantly on the ministry’s 
website at www.bcairquality.ca/readings. 

www.energeticcity.ca 

AIR QUALITY MONITORING 

DRILLING ACTIVITY 
EnCana Corporation still ranks atop the list of top operators for the first quarter of 2010. 
The company drilled 416 wells and finished 582 428 metres of hole in the three months ended March 31, 

2010, ahead of second place Canadian Natural Resources Limited which drilled 314 wells and finished 
347 176 metres. 

Husky Energy Inc. was the third busiest operator with 248 wells and 261 415 metres and Devon 
Canada Corporation ranked fourth with 162 wells and 222 862 metres. 

Canadian Natural and Husky were the most active explorers, each with 34 exploratory wells drilled during 
the quarter. 

Canadian Natural’s exploratory effort was mostly in British Columbia where it ranked second in 
exploratory metres (62 365) to Devon Canada Corporation (65 943 metres). Tourmaline Oil Corp. ranked 
third in B.C. exploration. 

Husky split its exploration effort much more evenly between B.C., Alberta and Saskatchewan. 
Ranked by metres drilled, Royal Dutch Shell was the most active explorer in B.C. with 34 940 metres 

drilled and second behind EnCana in total metres drilled (96 554 metres for EnCana and 72 857 metres for 
Shell). 

Compared to a year earlier, the three companies that increased their well counts the most in the first 
quarter of 2010 were Canadian Natural (up 144 wells to 314), Husky (up 76 wells) and Pengrowth 
Corporation (up 63 wells to 77). 

Apache Canada Ltd. (down 48 wells), ARC Energy Trust (off 43 wells to 31) and Centrica 
Canada Limited (down 43 wells to only nine) had the largest declines. ConocoPhillips Canada 
Limited, Suncor Energy Inc., BP Canada Energy Company and Taqa North Ltd. had the largest 
year-over-year decline in operating days. 

JuneWarren-Nickle’s Energy Group 

http://www.bcairquality.ca/readings
http://www.energeticcity.ca
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Tourism 
April 2010 

ROOM REVENUES 
Room revenues fell (–11.0%, seasonally adjusted) in December, almost completely offsetting the 

November gains of 11.7%. The previous month’s growth stemmed from a major influx of pre-Olympic 
vacation rental sales (+115.7%) in Mainland/Southwest for the Vancouver 2010 Winter Olympic Games. As a 
result, December room revenues in Mainland/Southwest dropped (–17.7%), compared to November’s 20.7% 
growth. Similarly, Vancouver Island/Coast (–2.1%), Thompson/Okanagan (–3.0%), Kootenay (–6.6%) and 
North Coast (–0.3%) room revenues contracted. 

Cariboo (+0.3%), Nechako (+2.2%) and Northeast (+5.7%) all saw accommodation sales rise. Data 
Source: Statistics Canada 

BC Stats Infoline Issue: 10-13 April 1, 2010 

May 2010 

TOURISM DAWSON CREEK 
Tourism Dawson Creek staff are poised to make the most of this summer’s Alaska bound travellers. 
“We’re starting to see the RVers make their trek up the Highway, so all our facilities are operational every 

day of the week,” Tourism Dawson Creek ‘s tourism development co-ordinator Dustin Bodnaryk said in a 
report to council earlier this week. 

The Visitor Information Centres, located at the NAR Park and Walter Wright Pioneer Village will be 
open seven days a week as of June 1.  The Alaska Highway House will also start running on summer hours 
and will be open seven days a week. 

Staff are also ready to begin greeting out-of-towners as they make their way past the Mile ‘0’ City. 
Tourism Dawson Creek will soon be launching a number of summer campaigns.  This includes the 

Dawson Creek Staycation, which encourages area residents to enjoy everything their own community has to 
offer. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

Photo by Peace PhotoGraphics 
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April 2010 

Amendments to the Province's Meat Inspection Regulation (MIR) will create two new categories of 
licences to better serve British Columbia's remote and rural communities. " 

The two new licence categories will permit livestock producers in rural and remote areas that are without 
reasonable access to licensed slaughter capacity to slaughter their animals and sell the meat directly to local 
consumers. One of the licences, available in nine designated areas, will also permit geographically restricted 
retail sales. 

The new graduated licensing approach includes several levels of slaughter operation for provincially 
licensed facilities: 

 Class A facilities include slaughter and 'cut and wrap' services. 
 Class B facilities include slaughter only. 
 Class C was temporarily introduced in 2007 to make it possible for many slaughter operators to 

become fully licensed. These licenses are now being phased out. 
 Class D - Retail Sales – permits direct producer sales to local consumers and to retail establishments 

with geographic restrictions. Restricts production to between one and 25 animal units (approximately 
11,350 kg live weight). 

 Class E - Direct Sales – will permit direct producer sales to local consumers. Restricts production to 
between one and 10 animal units (approximately 4,540 kg live weight). These will also be limited to 
the designated geographic areas but may also be available to other rural and remote areas of the 
province on a case-by-case basis. 

Class A and B slaughter licences became mandatory for all provincially licensed slaughter facilities under 
the MIR in 2004. Un-licensed slaughter for personal consumption has always existed in the province and will 
continue. As well, federal licences are required for slaughter facilities that export out of province, and are 
overseen by the federal government. 

Government of BC News Release 

Agriculture 

SLAUGHTER REGULATIONS CHANGED 

May 2010 

Rain has been making minor appearances in the region and it’s expected to continue.  Not good for your 
tan, but it is great news for farmers. 

“The rains that have happened are a very, very good thing,” said Irmi Critcher, president of the BC Grain 
Producers Association.  “Crops should be off to a good start.” 

Critcher estimates that about 90% of farmers in the area are finished seeding their crops. 
With an early start to spring, seeding got underway much earlier than usual and whether that was an 

advantage is yet to be seen, said Critcher. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 

RAIN HELPING CROP SEASON 
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Mining 

The Ministry of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources released two reports documenting the 2009 
exploration and mining activity, as well as the annual report on Geological Fieldwork and several other reports 
and maps by the British Columbia Geological Survey. 

 Exploration expenditures were nearly $154 million, the sixth highest level in 20 years. 
 Total exploration drilling was in excess of 350,000 metres during the year. 
 Mineral tenure acquisitions during 2009 were down from 2008 levels, at 3.2 million hectares. 
 Number of exploration projects with budgets in excess of $250,000 was more than 80. 
 There were more than 350 exploration projects for minerals, coal, industrial minerals and aggregates 

throughout BC. 
 There were 28 new mineral discoveries reported in 2009. 
 Number of new mine proposals in 2009 was 36: 21 metal mines, 10 coal mines, two industrial 

minerals quarries and three large aggregate operations. Twenty three were in the Environmental 
Assessment process, seven were in the Mines Act permitting process and six were in development. 

 BC. has nine coal mines and eight metal mines in operation. 
 There are more than 30 industrial minerals mines, and hundreds of sand and gravel quarries providing 

employment to BC. workers. 
 BC’s forecast of solid mineral production is $5.7 billion in 2009 and is dominated by coal and 

copper, which account for 72 per cent of the total value. 
 There were 23 mine development projects under environmental review in 2009. 
 Eight mines opened or re-opened in the last five years. 
 Sixty per cent of Canadian exploration companies are based in BC, raising $2.9 billion in equity 

capital (about 40 per cent of the total equity capital for Canadian-listed exploration companies). 
 Equity capital was raised by 770 publicly listed BC companies which account for 54 per cent of the 

national total. 
 BC is estimated to account for about 10 per cent of Canadian mineral exploration investments during 

2009, up from about five per cent in 2000. 
 Minerals economy employs 28,000 people in the mining and minerals sector in over 50 B.C. 

communities: 14,000 directly and several thousand additional jobs in the service sector that rely on 
exploration and the mining industry. 

 Mining jobs pay family supporting wages averaging $112,800 with benefits. 
 
Exploration expenditures by mining region: 

 

EXPLORATION & MINING ACTIVITY 2009 

Region  
2009 Exploration  
Spending 

Northwest  $65 million 

Northeast  $20 million 

North-Central  $23 million 

South-Central  $21 million 

Southwest  $11 million 

Southeast  $14 million 

TOTAL  $154 million Government of BC 

January 2010 
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Mining 
February 2010 

WESTERN COAL 
Good production and reduced mining costs at the Wolverine operation have played a role in Western 

Coal’s $29.6 million profits over the first three quarters of fiscal 2010 (years runs until the end of March 
2010)– but despite being in the black, the company is still facing a turbulent global business environment. 

“Our fiscal 2010 numbers are down, and they’re down because they’re a reflection on the global recession 
that we’re just coming out of,” said Western Coal spokesperson David Jan. “The 2011 numbers are when 
we’re coming out of the recession, and we’re looking to ramp up our business again.” 

Wolverine produced about 1 million tonnes of hard coking metallurgical coal, all from its Perry pit, in the 
first nine months of fiscal 2010, which runs until the end of March this year. It’s also making progress towards 
the company’s average waste stripping ratio (waste per tonne of clean coal produced) target of 11 to one. 

Wolverine is Western’s flagship mine, and is the largest of the company’s eight mines, which span from 
Northeastern BC to West Virginia to Wales. 

Sales of $235 million came from coal produced at Western’s Northeastern BC mines, the bulk of that 
coming from Wolverine. The company’s overall sales figure of $302 million is down 36% from the $474 
million in sales over the same time frame in fiscal 2009. 

By late March, Western will announce their fiscal 2011 guidance, which will outline the company’s 
capital expenditures. Nearly all of the profit made in the third quarter will be re-invested into Wolverine . 

“We’ve made a commitment of $24 million of new equipment at Wolverine,” said Jan. “That would be 
new haul trucks and a front end loader, and that’s just the start.” 

Western will also be increasing their presence within Tumbler Ridge. Within the next two months, the 
company will be relocating staff from an office on mine property to a new shared services office in Tumbler 
Ridge Place (located at 235 Front Street). The new office will serve all three of Western’s operations in the 
region – Wolverine, and the Brule and Willow Creek mines near Chetwynd. 

Tumbler Ridge News 

Western Coal announced that it’s contracted prices for metallurgical coal sales for its fiscal 2011 first 
quarter ending June 30 are up 60% from fiscal 2010 and unveiled an acceleration of its ambitious expansion 
plans for the next several years, including a whopping 75% production increase in fiscal 2011, to capitalize on 
the fast-heating market. 

The fiscal 2011 expansion - a $300-million program that includes the restart of the company's Willow 
Creek mine and an expansion of the Brule mine, both in Northeastern British Columbia - is just part of a 
grander plan to ramp up coal output to more than 10 million tonnes a year by the end of fiscal 2013, almost 
triple its estimated 3.4-million-tonne output for the current fiscal year, which ends March 31. 

The fiscal 2011 expansion, to be financed through existing cash and cash flow, is expected to lift 
production rates to six million tonnes a year. 

A resurgence of demand from China's steel industry is squeezing supplies across Asia, Western Coal's 
primary market. The result has been rising prices ($200 U.S. a tonne in the first quarter, which some experts 
think could top $300 a tonne by year end) and a scramble among Asian steel mills to diversify their supply 
sources - good news for companies in a position to expand. 

Indeed, one of the key goals of Western Coal's expansion plan is to move up from being a smaller, 
marginal producer and enter the ranks of the bigger, more stable supplier. 

Vancouver Sun 

WESTERN COAL 

March 2010 
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Mining 
April 2010 

WESTERN COAL 
Western Coal has announced large expansion plans for its mines in the BC Peace Region, which will 

bring 500 new jobs into the area. 
Robert Bays, vice president and general manager of operations in Northeast BC, told Peace River 

Regional District directors that his company will invest more than $650 million over the next three fiscal years 
to triple production at Willow Creek and Brule, and the Wolverine Mine near Tumbler Ridge, from two 
million to six million tonnes. 

He said a rebound in the demand for coal, specifically in the Asian markets, and a drop in unit costs to 
less than $100 a tonne from over $130 a tonne, will allow Western Coal to better ride out the ups and downs of 
the market. 

He said permits are in place for a new pit expansion at Brule.  Construction of a road to link that mine to 
Willow Creek is underway, as is construction of new on-site facilities and power lines. 

Willow Creek has been reopened and mining has restarted under the old mining permit, but the company 
will seek a new permit to expand the mine. 

All this means huge employment opportunities, said Bays.  Western Coal estimates hiring about 500 more 
workers for its operations in the Northeast over the next three years, nearly doubling the existing 580 
employees presently staffed. 

The company has held two local job fairs and a recruitment campaign and over 500 qualified applicants 
have responded. 

Northeast News 

May 2010 

Mr. Bob Bays, Vice President of 
Operations for Western Coal attended the 
meeting to advise the Peace River Regional 
District Board on operations at the Brule, 
Willow Creek and Wolverine mines. They 
expect to invest $250 million in expansions to 
the mines, which should triple production over 
three years. 

The mining operation in Wolverine is hard 
coking coal while in Brule and Willow Creek it 
is low-volume PCI; however it is expected that 
Willow Creek will also produce forty percent 
coking coal during the life of that mine. 

The company expects to provide 
community economic opportunities through 
contracting, purchasing from local businesses 
and employment for local residents. It is 
anticipated that once mine operations are in full 
production, there could be employment for up 
to 1000 people. 

Peace River Regional District 

TECK RESOURCES 
Vancouver-based Teck Resources has begun a 

feasibility study into the potential for reopening its 
Quintette mine, in north-east British Columbia. 

The study is scheduled for completion by the end of 
2011. 

“The Quintette feasibility study is part of our 
thorough evaluation of the various alternatives available 
to us to expand coal production,” said vice-president of 
operations for coal Bill Fleming. 

“In addition to the relevant engineering and 
permitting work, we will also be actively engaging with 
First Nations, local communities and the appropriate 
regulatory agencies to ensure that all factors are 
considered as part of any ultimate decision to reopen the 
mine.” 

The Quintette mine, located about 22 km from 
Tumbler Ridge, British Columbia, started operations in 
1982 and was closed in 2000. 

Teck is the second-biggest producer of seaborne 
hard coking coal, after its 2008 acquisition of Fording 
Canadian Coal. 

www.miningweekly.com 

WESTERN COAL 

http://www.miningweekly.com
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Forestry 
March 2010 

Lumber production at British Columbia’s sawmills rose 14.1% in December 2009 when compared to 
December 2008. Production at both Coastal (+19.4%) and Interior (+13.6%) mills increased with much of that 
coming from mills in the province’s Northern Interior (+25.6%). Nationally, lumber production dipped 0.9. 
Data Source: Statistics Canada 

On an annual basis, lumber production by British Columbia’s sawmills fell 18.5% in 2009. Both Coastal 
(-23.8%) and Interior (-17.8%) mills registered sharp decreases in lumber production during the year. 
Shipments of BC lumber were also significantly lower (-17.0%) in 2009. Nationally, production (-21.0%) and 
shipments (-19.0%) of lumber products were down considerably in 2009. Data Source: Statistics Canada 

BC Stats Infoline Issue: 10-09 March 5, 2010 

LUMBER PRODUCTION 

Final trade statistics for 2009 show that 
British Columbia softwood exports to China hit 
1.63 billion board feet, more than twice the 
record 784 million shipped the previous year. 

B.C.’s annual lumber shipments to China 
are also soaring in terms of value. Sales have 
nearly tripled from about $113 million in 2007 
to more than $327 million in 2009. 

Part of the success in 2009 was the 
significant volume of new lumber orders 
generated by B.C.’s largest ever forestry trade 
mission to China. Major breakthroughs were 
made as the trade mission helped Shanghai 
launch its new wood-frame building code, and 
signed an important agreement to demonstrate 
the benefits of wood for affordable housing. The 
vice-minister of China’s Ministry of Housing 
and Urban-Rural Development also encouraged 
B.C. to collaborate on a six-storey, wood-frame 
apartment building in Beijing. 

The Province, through Forestry Innovation 
Investment Ltd. and in conjunction with the 
Canada Wood Group, has been working over the 
last several years to diversify B.C.’s markets by 
demonstrating new uses for softwood products. 

Government of BC News Release 

WOOD EXPORTS TO CHINA 
DOUBLE 

Photo by E. Mayoh 
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Forestry 
March 2010 

The recession has cut the Canadian lumber industry down to little more than half its peak size, according 
to a report by the International Wood Markets Group. 

In its annual report on the top 20 North American lumber producers, Vancouver-based Wood Markets 
states that Canadian lumber production is down 45% to 19.4 billion board feet from its 2004 peak of 35.1 
billion board feet. 

Much of that decline was in the last year, when production fell by 21% in the East and 17% in the West, 
the report states. 

The Canadian lumber decline follows the decline in U.S. housing starts, which peaked at two million in 
2006 and are now at 575,000. 

The five-year-long drop in lumber supply has eliminated some companies completely and led to the 
emergence of three British Columbia-based super powers in the Canadian industry: West Fraser Timber, 
Canfor Corp. and Tolko Industries. The three are now the largest forest companies in the country. West 
Fraser is the largest in North America. 

“ There’s been a re-alignment,” said John Allan, president of the Council of Forest Industries, which 
represents Interior companies, in an interview. “ You are seeing the emergence of Canadian-owned companies 
in the U.S. forest industry and you are seeing the survival of the fittest in Canada.” 

Of the top 20 Canadian firms, 13 are in the West. West Fraser and Canfor, which have operations in the 
U.S. South, are also on the U.S. top 20 list. 

“ These top 20 firms have survived and they are likely to prosper from the upturn when it occurs,” Allan 
said. 

He said the growth of B.C. companies is largely an unexpected outcome of the Canada-U.S. softwood 
lumber dispute during the first five years of the decade. In order to decrease the antidumping duties being 
charged by the U.S., Canadian companies had to lower their unit costs. In B.C. lower unit costs were achieved 
by investing in new equipment, which proved an advantage when prices dropped off the cliff in 2007. By then, 
B.C. companies were extremely cost-efficient. 

Lumber prices have rallied in 2010 but Allan said he does not expect to see a strong bounce back until 
2013, when the impact of pine beetle-killed wood begins to limit the North American lumber supply. 

The surviving companies should prosper then but Allan does not foresee a matching uptick in 
employment. It could be a jobless recovery if it is driven by the decline in production from B.C. 

“ Frankly, I can’t see us adding any new sawmills,” he said. “ There might be some shifts added.” 
The decline in lumber production has cost an estimated 30,000 jobs, according to Statistics Canada data. 

Employment in the Canadian wood products sector peaked at 126,687 jobs in 2007 but had fallen to 90,948 
jobs by the end of 2009. A third of those job losses, 9,898, were in B.C., where employment peaked at 34,701 
people in 2007 but had fallen to 24,899 by the end of 2009. 

With just one exception, the nation’s largest lumber companies dramatically cut output last year. Here is 
their 2009 production ( in thousands of board feet), with the percentage change from a year earlier: 

West Fraser:  2,863 (-15%) 
Canfor:  2,767 (-16%) 
Tolko:  1,577 (-25%) 
AbitibiBowater:  1,100 (-28%) 
Tembec:  708 (-24%) 
Weyerhaeuser ( Canada):  684 (-19%) 
Western Forest Products:  565 (-26%) 
Domtar:  512 (-17%) 
JD Irving:  487 (-9%) 
Interfor:  339 (+6%) 

Vancouver Sun 

CANADIAN DECLINE FOLLOWS US SLUMP 
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A subsidiary of Asian forestry giant Sinar Mas Group will pay $20 million to purchase the Mackenzie 
pulp mill, spend $20 to $30 million in start-up costs and provide $20 million in working capital in a deal that 
will see the mothballed facility restarted by fall. 

Netherlands-based company Paper Excellence B.V. will take the mill, which has been shuttered since 
June of 2008, off the hands of a caretaker organization and put it back into production to sell pulp to affiliated 
paper mills in Asia. 

Forest Minister Pat Bell, in making the announcement in Prince George, said 220 people will be put back 
to work at the facility in Mackenzie and its operations should restore direct employment for 500 to 600 people 
in the community, which has been hard hit by the downturn in British Columbia's forestry sector. 

Peter Wardhana, a director of Paper Excellence, said the company will sell about 80% of the mill's 
production to affiliated mills in Asia on long-term off take agreements that should prevent the Mackenzie mill 
from “being overly exposed to the volatile pulp cycle.” 

The mill needed a new fibre supply to go through and Bell said he was able to direct some 800,000 cubic 
metres per year of timber to the McLeod Lake Indian Band, which reached its own deal with Paper Excellence 
to secure the supply. 

Vancouver Sun 

MACKENZIE PULP MILL TO REOPEN 

Forestry 
April 2010 

May 2010 

A new website, operated through BC Timber Sales to bring together sellers of wood harvested from oil 
and gas development in northern BC, with buyers. 

Jason Smith, a forester with BC Timber Sales in Fort Nelson, said it is about making a connection. 
“We are trying to leverage our timber selling expertise and our built-in market with loggers and people 

who would be looking for timber.  We give them access to oil and gas timber, which we are providing a 
marketing service for.” 

He said it should benefit large and small companies. 
BC Timber Sales is a semi-autonomous organization of the provincial government that through timber 

sales, establishes market price and cost benchmarks. 
Up to 9,000 hectares of forest are cleared each year from oil and gas activities around Fort Nelson, which 

creates up to 150,000 cubic metres of harvested wood. 
While BC Timber Sales will administer the website, forestry licenses, operations and silviculture will 

remain the responsibility of the company doing the harvesting and sellers determine if a bid meets their needs. 
Smith said standard merchantable timber, such as spruce, aspen, and cottonwood is typically what will be 

available. 
The website is at https://www.for.gov.bc.ca/bcts/areas/TPL/wood_opportunities.htm. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

BC TIMBER SALES 

https://www.for.gov.bc.ca/bcts/areas/TPL/wood_opportunities.htm
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City News 

City council will have their first budget meeting and hold discussions based on the previous direction of 
council and recommendations from staff on Feb. 8. 

After a budget draft is approved a fact sheet will be prepared for community-wide mail-out on Feb. 17. 
The public is then asked to mail, email, or drop off to city hall, questions or submissions regarding the budget. 

Council will hold a second budget meeting Feb. 22 to discuss public input and consider revisions. 
The first public consultation will be held March 2 at the Kiwanis Performing Arts Centre (KPAC). The 

mayor will make a presentation regarding the Strategic Plan, the Service Review and the Referendum. The 
Chief Financial Officer will make a presentation regarding the budget process. 

The mayor, council, CAO, CFO and all senior city staff will be available to respond to questions. 
Council will have a third and fourth budget meeting on March 22 and April 12. 
A second public consultation will take place at KPAC on April 13. 
Council will consider first three readings for the financial plan and tax rate bylaws on May 10. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

BUDGET CONSULTATION MEETINGS 

Scott Robinson is the head coach and general manager of the Dawson Creek Rage and already he's 
starting to lay the foundation of what he hopes will be a winning hockey team. 

Being both the coach and general manager, Robinson will have a hand in most of the day-to-day 
operations of the club. However, because the team is new and just starting out as the only Canadian franchise 
in the North American Hockey League, Robinson is also looking forward to laying the groundwork as the 
team prepares for its inaugural season in the U.S.-based junior league. 

The 45-year-old brings with him a long hockey resume, he has played for the Milwaukee Admirals, 
Kalamazoo Wings, University of Calgary Dinosaurs, Seattle Breakers (WHL) and BC Midget AAA 
Champions and coached in the Kootenay International Junior Hockey League and the B.C. Junior Hockey 
League. It was with the latter organization that he won coach of the year honours in the 2003-04 and 2006-07 
seasons. 

Robinson coached the Cowichan Valley Capitals for six seasons. 
Wasting no time getting started with the Rage, Robinson has been in the Okanagan checking out some of 

the players he may consider inviting to prospect camps. Soon he will be setting up a scouting system that will 
allow him to find the best young players in Western Canada and the U.S who want to play for Dawson Creek 
in the NAHL. 

There's dozens of other tasks on Robinson's to-do list including setting up prospect camps in southern BC 
and Dawson Creek, searching for the right assistant coaches and meeting countless times with the DC Rage 
Hockey Society, the ownership group, as the team prepares for its main camp in early August and steps on the 
ice for its first game of the 2010-11 season in September. 
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City News 

Terri Hanen attended city council recently in order to 
give a yearly review on the Kiwanis Performing Arts 
Centre (KPAC) and spent some time addressing the direct 
effect the Calvin Kruk Centre for the Arts, soon to be 
built at the old post office, will have on the community. 

"We already bring an additional 8,000 people to 
KPAC through concerts, recitals and other events," she 
said. "I can't wait to see the statistics once we move 
downtown and are in a central location." 

Both the federal and the provincial governments 
agreed to help fund the arts centre through a three-way 
funding split.  

She also added she's put a hold on spending at 
KPAC, saving $100,000.  Those funds will be designated 
to the new building. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

KPAC SAVES FOR NEW CENTRE 
YEARLY REVIEW 

In 1987, KPAC first opened and featured 
just a single part-time coordinator and operated 
on an annual budget of less than $30,000. 

Over the past two decades KPAC has 
expanded to include a full time director, a part-
time administrative assistant, two part-time 
evening students, a full-time dance instructor, 
16 additional instructors and five full time 
daycare workers. In 2008 KPAC purchased the 
daycare assets from the only group daycare 
centre in the city open year around, Lollipop 
Child Care Centre, and currently employ five 
full-time day-care providers. 

The town of Dawson Creek rallied together to proudly display its healthy living and Olympic spirit to 
capture the coveted title of GamesTown 2010 silver winner. 

Dawson Creek emerged ahead of over a hundred other communities that submitted online entries into 
GamesTown, the ActNow BC initiative launched almost a year ago. Dawson Creek's impressive showing 
earned the community a $50,000 cash award to be put toward upgrading a local healthy living or sport facility. 

"The people of Dawson Creek are known for their can-do spirit," says Peace River South MLA Blair 
Lekstrom. "We are a healthy, outdoors-oriented community that works hard, but also plays hard. Our 
enthusiasm and spirit have shown the rest of the province that we have what it takes to be on the podium of 
GamesTown 2010 champions." 

Just ahead of Dawson Creek's second-place finish, the gold went to the interior town of Princeton. 
Kamloops won the bronze. 

Also part of its prize, Dawson Creek will receive tickets to the 2010 Winter Games including two pairs of 
Olympic tickets and two pairs of Paralympic tickets. 

Between early November 2009 and Jan. 4, 2010, almost 200,000 votes were cast by British Columbians to 
determine the top 10 communities. 

Entries for GamesTown 2010 were judged by a GamesTown 2010 celebrity panel based on criteria that 
included promotion and support of healthy living and environmental sustainability, Olympic spirit, level of 
community engagement at recreation facilities and in amateur sports, and participation in World Healthy 
Living Challenge. 

The GamesTown 2010 judging panel including Olympians Steve Podborski, Simon Whitfield and Nancy 
Greene Raine, along with Dr. Rhonda Low from CTV and Dr. Art Hister from Global. These judges selected 
the gold, silver and bronze winners. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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A standout rodeo competitor, a star professional hockey player and an accomplished soccer player who 
went on to coach are the first three local athletes to have their names put on the Kenn Borek Wall of 
Distinction. 

Saddle bronc rider Lance Mulvahill of Progress, 10-year NHL veteran Phil Sykes Jr. from Dawson Creek 
and soccer player, coach and organizer Tracy David of Tomslake were selected by a three-person committee. 

The ceremony in the foyer of the EnCana Events Centre, where the wall is on the south side, featured the 
three athletes who were inducted along with three inductees in the business category and another three in the 
professional section. 

Inducted into the professional category were Colonel Timothy Grubb, Canadian Forces Provost Marshall, 
Ben Heppner, opera singer, and Frank Oberle, former MLA from 1972 to 1993. 

The business category honoured local entrepreneurs Herb Nodes, Walter Wright, Don Kirschman and 
Kenn Borek. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

KENN BOREK WALL OF DISTINCTION 

The number of development permits and rezoning requests for the purpose of development that have 
passed before Dawson Creek City Council at the first meeting of the New Year is unprecedented, said Mayor 
Mike Bernier. 

"Usually it's about halfway through the year before we begin announcing 'wow, it's going to be another 
good year,' for us it's our very first meeting of the year," he said. "Now we're talking four or five new 
businesses." 

One of the new developments includes a 10,000 square foot (930 square metre) truck shop on Vic Turner 
Road. Bernier said the business would target the expected increase in oil and gas activity. 

For one of the city's largest new developments to proceed, council approved the rezoning of a number of 
empty lots beside Corlane Sporting Goods and behind the Station Museum from "Commercial - Pawn Shop 
Zone" to "Commercial - General Zone" and "Residential - High Density Multiple Family Zone." This would 
allow the construction of three, 48-unit apartment buildings with commercial properties. 

A rezoning request was made to have the old "Turbo Gas Station at 11408-8th Street rezoned from 
"Commercial - Fuel Sales Zone" to "Commercial - Highway Zone," in order to accommodate a restaurant. 

A rezoning request was made for an 8th Street property commonly known as "Grandview Store" to be 
rezoned from "Commercial - Local Zone" to "Residential - Single and Duplex Zone". 

There was also a land sale by the city to Jarrett Nigel Berg, Contractor, but no information on future 
development of the site has been released. 

Bernier said this influx of new developments means more than just a larger tax base for the city. 
"When people are spending that kind of money, they obviously have confidence in the economy and the 

market in Dawson Creek, that their investment will be safe and they'll be able to make a profit as well," he 
said. 

An increase in interest from the Lower Mainland indicates there will be no shortage of new developments 
in the near future. 

"I've had, in the last three weeks, three different investment companies from Vancouver phone me and 
come to Dawson," said Bernier, who went on to explain that since Dawson Creek does not employ an 
economic officer, he takes on that role. "Down in Vancouver, with the Olympics, you'd think they'd be looking 
down there (for investment opportunity) but no, they're looking up here." 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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February 2010 

City News 

The new year has come with new growth for Dawson Creek. 
The signs of new commercial and residential development are evident throughout the city, with 

construction wrapping up, underway, or about to begin on many new projects. A new restaurant opened last 
week on Alaska Avenue and the adjacent gas station is nearing completion. A new hotel is under construction 
further down the highway, and another one proposed along Highway 2 near the Multiplex. A mini-mall on 8 
Street was finished last year. Construction continues on an ambitious Aboriginal seniors housing complex on 
17 Street, with an estimated cost of over $8 million. 

City council recently approved zoning amendments to allow for the construction of a restaurant on 8 
Street and 114 Avenue, and three, 48-unit apartment buildings, and a commercial property, between 8 and 9 
Streets at 100A Avenue. A 10,000 square foot truck shop proposed for Vic Turner Road was granted a 
development permit, in principle, pending the completion of a notification period. A public consultation 
process will also be undertaken for a proposed Official Community Plan and zoning amendment that would 
allow for the development of the "Discovery Business Park" along Highway 2 and Pederson Road, featuring 
light industrial and commercial services. 

"It's a sign that our economy is definitely stable," said Mayor Mike Bernier, who in his capacity also acts 
as the economic development officer for the city. "It slowed down a little last year, and for some people it 
slowed down more than for others, but for the community itself, we're leaps and bounds ahead of most places." 

Last year was a record year for residential units constructed in the city, and one of the best years for 
construction starts overall, with nearly $40 million invested in total. Dawson Creek was named one of the top 
five places to invest by the Real Estate Investment Network last year. and Bernier said he expected the growth 
trend would continue in 2010, but he was a little surprised by the number of proposals coming so early in the 
year. 

"Everybody's recognizing that they want to get their foot in the door here and be part of the positive future 
here in Dawson Creek." The city has recently updated its Official Community Plan, with one of the purposes 
being to direct growth to where it fits in with the neighbourhood and to ensure a good mix of development. 
Another stated goal was to direct appropriate development to the downtown area. Bernier said that area is 
appropriate for small businesses and shops, and the hope is that when the new arts centre opens it will direct 
activity downtown. 

"It's not something that happens overnight, but we definitely make sure that we do what we can to 
maintain and enhance our downtown core," he said. 

Bernier said it will be a challenge for the municipality to stay ahead of the development in terms of 
building the necessary infrastructure, as city council has committed not to borrow money this year. He said it's 
common for local governments to borrow to pay for those assets, and then recoup those costs over time 
through taxes and service charges. However, he said growth remains steady and infrastructure already exists 
within the municipal boundaries, and it appears unlikely in the short-term that Dawson Creek would 
experience the type of pressures experienced in boom towns like Grande Prairie and Fort McMurray. 

Northeast News 
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City News 

The City of Dawson Creek has proposed an effluent water reuse project that the administration believes 
will ease the growing demand for water from the oil and gas industry. 

Staff hosted a meeting with interested members of the public on Feb. 4, after holding a separate meeting 
with industry representatives on Jan. 14. 

Watershed steward Peter Caputa explained the Kiskatinaw River is the city's sole source of water, but it is 
very unpredictable. He said the river has variable flows from year to year and is prone to draught, 
demonstrating the point through a graph that showed median flows have varied over the last 30 years from 
about 30 cubic metres per second in a peak year to nearly no median flow in 1992, when the river dried up. 

He said currently residents, bulk water users and industry are consuming about 7,000 cubic metres a day, 
which is approaching the provincially mandated limit of 9,000 cubic metres a day, as well as testing the 
limitations of the physical infrastructure in place. He said if growth in demand continues, not withstanding the 
unpredictability of water levels, the limit would be exceeded by 2015. He added recent provincial legislation is 
requiring more of British Columbia's water needs to be met through conservation. 

Caputa said one solution that has been proposed in the past is to build a pipeline to either the Murray or 
Peace Rivers. He said in 2003, the city obtained a quote that constructing a pipeline would cost about $30 
million for either option, and another $1.2 million to operate each year, but those costs don't include the 
retrofits required for the water treatment facilities. 

He said the other solution is to build an effluent water reuse facility that would treat waste water to a 
standard that would be acceptable for industrial uses, and perhaps other bulk water uses. Caputa said the 
project would fit in with both the city and province's direction towards sustainability, and would reduce the 
pressure put on the Kiskatinaw watershed and on water treatment facilities. He said even with a population 
growth of two per cent, the city wouldn't reach its water license limit until 2030. 

Project consultant Jaime Adam, an engineer with Urban Systems Ltd., provided the details of the 
project She explained additional treatment processes would be added to the existing sewage treatment facility 
near the airport to create the highest quality reclaimed water that could then be sold to industry. She said they 
anticipate between 4,000 and 6,000 cubic metres of effluent could be treated and reused for industrial 
purposes, municipal uses such as dust control and irrigation, and even crop irrigation for farmers in the area 
She said once the facility is fully operational it would be expected potable water would no longer be available 
for bulk water uses. 

Adam said the capital costs for the project would be between $8 to $11 million, with an approximate 
annual maintenance cost of $150,000, but she added the city is pursuing private investment to cover most of 
the capital costs. They will be sending out a request for proposals soon, and they expect city council would be 
able to award the contract to the successful proponent by March, with an anticipated completion date 
sometime next year, pending regulatory approval from the Province. 
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The $50,000 GamesTown 2010 funding that was awarded to the Bear Mountain Ski Hill will provide new 
opportunities to bring the aging facility up to date, said the Dawson Creek Ski and Recreation Association 
board president. 

Paul Gevatkoff revealed the board would be taking a serious look at retiring the hill's most venerable 
workhorse. 

"Our lift is a Haul T-bar that is more than 60-years old that was used when we got it (approximately 
1965)," he said with a laugh. 

When Mayor Mike Bernier took a trip to the hill with the $50,000 cheque this week, he talked with 
Gevatkoff and other board members about the often overlooked importance of the ski hill. 

"On the economic driver side it's not just the City of Dawson Creek, but it's the region who comes here," 
Bernier said. "If you lose-that, you also have to think of the additional spin-offs you'd be losing out on as 
well." 

"This hill, as far as amenities, it's just too valuable to let it go," Gevatkoff said, adding it's a good, safe 
place for children. "You come in here (ski chalet) some days and there are 20 kids sitting around the fireplace 
just chatting." 

Although $50,000 is a good start, it's only ;a fraction of the price for a new lift. Board member and 30-
plus year veteran of the hill Shaun Inkster said it will seem expensive, but not when spread out over the 
average life of a ski lift. 

"Il will definitely tip up over the million dollar bracket to get the newest, latest equipment that there is out 
there, but that would have a 50-60-year life span." 

Gevatkoff said the board would also begin looking to area oil and gas companies for assistance, applying 
to the Northern Development Initiative and look into additional grants. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

GAMESTOWN FUNDING 

There will be no perceivable cost overruns if the Calvin Kruk Art Centre adheres to the current design, 
report the project cost consultants. 

"The probable construction cost for the proposed design... will fall within our original budget parameters," 
deputy CAO Greg Dobrowolski said in reference to a report from Hanscomb Ltd. "A letter from the project 
managers shows the original budget we had of 9.4 (million dollars) and the new numbers which come in at 
about $9 million." 

The project's architects, Hotson Bakker Boniface Haden, will continue with the development plan 
for the arts centre. They will report back to the cost consultants at various stages of completion in order to give 
better estimates on the final budget. 

An open house has been scheduled to give the public further information on the project. It will take place 
at the Kiwanis Performing Arts Centre on Mar. 8 at 7 p.m. A link has also been added to the City of Dawson 
Creek website to provide more in information on the project. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

CALVIN KRUK ART CENTRE 

City News 
February 2010 



- 42 - 

Dawson Creek city council approved the preliminary draft of the 2010/11 budget on Feb. 8. 
Mayor Mike Bernier said staff did an excellent job bringing forward a plan that included what council 

was looking for; namely, tax reductions, operating cuts and only those capital projects that were priorities. 
He said council has heard the message from residents concerned about taxes, and that was one of the main 

drivers behind this budget. The proposed residential tax rate is $5.16 (per thousand dollars of assessed value), 
down from $5.35 last year, and the commercial rate would be $19.15, down from $21.15. 

However, residential and commercial assessments increased by 10.41 per cent and 18.32 per cent 
respectively in Dawson Creek. The average single family dwelling unit in the city, valued at $196,888, will 
pay $17.35 more than in 2009.  

The average commercial property, valued at $296,898, will pay $372.63 more than in 2009.  
Bernier said as the city continues to attract new businesses, it will be important to keep the commercial 

rate competitive, and new developments will only broaden the tax base. 
The City of Dawson Creek will see a total increase of about $622,000 in municipal and commercial tax 

revenue, but nearly $235,500 of that, or 38 per cent, is related to new construction. 
The tax rates for major and light industrial properties are proposed to drop from $42.29 and $27.44 

respectively to $19.15, the same as the commercial rate.  
The city will see a net increase in tax revenue of less than two per cent, but revenue from fees and charges 

is expected to drop by $811,773, or about 11 per cent, and revenue from government transfers is expected to 
decline by $830,527, or seven per cent.  

However, expenditures will also drop by $1.68 million from 2009, including a total cut on the operations 
budget by $1.6 million, and a two-year reduction in community grants and fee-for-service support. 

Bernier said he believes these proposals achieve a good balance between making necessary cuts while still 
maintaining the services people have come to expect. 

Since city council will not be borrowing money, the nearly $9.7 million in capital expenditures will be 
funded from government transfers and partnering, capital reserves, water and sewer utility revenues and 
general revenue.  Projects considered priorities were those that have third party funding, including the Calvin 
Kruk Arts Centre and repairs to 102 Avenue, those that promote economic development, including upgrades to 
the NAR Museum and EnCana Events Centre, and those that address immediate safety and risk management 
issues (sidewalk replacement and sewer upgrades). 

All of these proposals are subject to change as the budget process has just begun. 
Northeast News 
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The Get Dawson Creek Green project will be 
hosting a "Sunsational Solutions" workshop in 
March. 

Experts in renewable energy sectors including 
solar, wind and geothermal have been invited to 
attend to provide residents in the region with 
information on alternative energy solutions for their 
homes. Exhibitors/presenters will include Marvin 
Jackson of Sundog Solar and Mike McFadden of 
G2SoIar. 

Jackson will display a solar thermal hot-water 
pumping system that not only has residential uses, 
but agricultural applications. 

Local presenters include 2 Stroke Painting, 
Epscan Industries Ltd., Peace Country Geothermal, 
Peace Energy Co-operative and the Northern 
Environmental Action Team (NEAT). 

Northeast News 

RENEWABLE ENERGY 
WORKSHOP 

Businesses in Dawson Creek are being recognized for accessibility, and the local Measuring Up the North 
Committee is hoping the awareness will bring more businesses on board. 

Best Western Hotel and Suites was awarded the inaugural Most Accessible Business Award during the 
2009 Civic Awards Dinner. Among other criteria, the business was recognized for accommodating those 
customers with physical, sensory and cognitive limitations and for meeting or exceeding the BC Building 
Code. Tourism development coordinator Dustin Bodnaryk with Tourism Dawson Creek presented the award 
to general manager Joe Simons on behalf of the committee. 

Simons explained the hotel has wheelchair ramps for its banquet facility, as well as parking for the 
disabled in front of the building and accessible washrooms. He said their rooms also have both audible and 
visual alarms in case of fire. He added the hotel chain has made it mandatory for all new properties to provide 
and maintain those services. 

"The Pomeroy Group is quite aware of these things already and we strive and look forward to being 
number one in the marketplace, so we're on top of these things all the time," he said. 

The Best Western was one of 66 local businesses that were assessed last fall by 2010 Legacies Now, in 
partnership with Tourism Dawson Creek and the MUTN Committee, as part of a province-wide Accessible 
Tourism Initiative. Fifty-four of those businesses will receive some form of accreditation. 

Northeast News 
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Residents had a chance to view and give their input on some initial design concepts and floor plans for the 
Calvin Kruk Centre for the Arts during an open house held at the Kiwanis Performing Arts Centre in March. 

The format of the meeting allowed participants to see various aspects of the project's proposed design, 
stated objectives and projected budget and timelines. Architects from Hotson Bakker Boniface Haden 
Architects and project manager Gerald Longson of MHPM Project Managers were on hand to answer 
questions. Participants were provided pens and sticky-notes so they could offer comments on each aspect. 

The site plan includes a clerestory to allow natural light into the building, a solar array that will tie into a 
solar hot water system and a roof deck above the ceramics studio.  

The main floor plan consists of daycare space totaling about 4,000 square feet, including an outdoor play 
area. There's a space for a cafe, which Haden said could be a source of revenue for the building. There's also a 
3,100 multipurpose hall with a raised roof, a raised, fixed stage and seating for more than 200 people.  

The basement incorporates four dance studios totaling nearly 4,000 square feet, a 1,050 square-foot band 
room with smaller practice rooms and two dressing rooms and a green room to accommodate theatre 
performers. There is also about 2,000 square feet for historical archives to be stored. The second floor would 
accommodate textile and ceramic studios, four meeting rooms and a lounge area. 

The building will be designed with energy and water conservation in mind, incorporating a high-
efficiency boiler, solar hot water system, low-flow fixtures and a rainwater-harvesting cistern for sewage 
purposes, among other features. 

KPAC manager Terri Hanen, who sits on the project's steering committee, said there will have to be some 
compromises made with many groups wanting to use the centre. She said KPAC has about 36 organizations 
that meet at their facility on a regular basis. The new building, she said, will provide more space than they 
currently have, including an additional dance studio and practice room for musicians. 

Dan Bastiaansen, president of the South Peace Historical Society, said his organization is excited about 
moving into the building. He said he thinks the greatest benefit to the community will be more interaction 
between the different user groups and with the public. 

Of course, the biggest concern about the project is the cost, and to that end Longson has been hired to 
keep the project on track and under budget. He said in selecting a quantity surveyor - who provides 
information on cost of materials, construction and labour they insisted on a (inn with experience working in 
the Northeast. 

Longson has anticipated construction costs at $7 million; consultant costs at $1.5 million (with $150,000 
already spent); furniture, fixtures and equipment at $201,500; and other costs (permits, LEED registration, 
advertising) at $51,000 (with $889 spent). That would put the projected cost at about $8.8 million, leaving 
about $600,000 in contingency and uncommitted funds in the $9.4 million budget. 

So far, $560,000 has been raised from large corporate donors, another $100,000 from functions at the 
Kiwanis Performing Arts Centre and over $30,000 has been secured in a trust fund. With a federal/provincial 
contribution of $6.4 million, nearly $7 million has been raised for the project. 

Construction is expected to start late this fall and take about a year to complete, with a tentative project 
completion date of Nov. 3, 2011. 

Northeast News 
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The final piece in the Dawson Creek Climbing Wall saga fell into place, creating the possibility for 
construction to begin in a matter of weeks. 

Funding shortfalls postponed a 2008 plan to bring the popular activity of climbing to the South Peace 
Multiplex, but community support has ensured the project will be completed, Mayor Mike Bernier announced. 

A world leader in climbing wall design and construction, Oregon's Entre Prises, was recently awarded the 
project tender. 

Funding partners on the project include the Dawson Creek Kinsmen, EnCana, legacy funding from the 
2009 Oil and Gas Conference, legacy funding from the 2008 B.C. Northern Winter Games, the City of 
Dawson Creek and the Noon and Sunrise Dawson Creek Rotary Clubs. 

The City of Dawson Creek had pledged upwards of $40,000 in 2009 for any project shortfall but 
community sponsorship will reduce that number to about $15,000. These funds will come from the 2009 
budget. 

The Sunshine and Noon clubs together donated $100,000, which is over half the funds needed for the 
project. 

Noon club president Al Mottishaw agreed it ranks with the clubs' bigger donations, like the CT Scanner, 
Rotary Lake and Rotary Manor and said they were excited to get behind this project for the positives it will 
bring to the community. 

"A climbing wall is a new era for entertainment for the youth of today and to us it will be a great addition 
to the events centre and the swimming pool area," he said. "We'll have something totally different and 
something that, from what we (learned) from the high school and others, is it would be in high demand. It's 
something that will benefit the community and its children for the next 15-20 years." 

Mottishaw added city employees, including director of Parks and Recreation, Barry Reynard and building 
maintenance supervisor Duncan Redfearn, played a pivotal role in the project. He explained how they 
continued working on a plan and pulling consultants together without even knowing if the project would go 
ahead. 

Mottishaw suggested it's not only children and youths who are looking forward to testing their climbing 
skills, and said the project's stakeholders should have a competition when the wall is completed. He joked that 
he didn't believe Bernier would prove to be much competition. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

CLIMBING WALL 

Murphy Oil Corporation is the next corporate sponsor to throw its weight behind the Calvin Kruk 
Performing Arts Centre with a donation of $50,000. 

City council has reported oil and gas activity in the area would not result in a boom and bust scenario seen 
in other parts of Canada and the continued investment into Dawson Creek illustrates this point. 

"We're very proud of our employees and contractors who work and live in Dawson Creek with us," said 
Murphy Oil's general manager of operations Ron McIlwrick. "So this centre will support them as well and we 
like giving back to the community that we’re working in." 

Murphy Oil's donation takes the tally on the projected $9 million facility to just over $7 million. 
Past donors include Huron Energy, which donated $10,000, ARC Resources Ltd with $100,000, Shell 

with $150,000 and EnCana with $250,000. 
KPAC has raised close to $100,000 for the project and the Calvin Kruk Trust Fund is pushing $40,000.  
The biggest help has come from the federal and provincial government who agreed to a three-way funding 

agreement, covering $6.3 million. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 
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Carla MacLeod's eyes filled with tears at the thought of one more session in the weight room. Beckie 
Kellar had to overcome her fear of bears. Jayna Hefford thought "What am I doing here?" 

Whatever the Olympic Games throw at the Canadian women's hockey team now that they've arrived in 
Vancouver, nothing will be harder that the month they spent together near Dawson Creek, B.C., last spring. 

Boot camp, as it is not-so-fondly called, tested the women physically and mentally for 24 days in May and 
June. In the process, they pushed past their limits and help their teammates get past theirs. 

When the player reconvened in Calgary in August to begin full-time training, they already had a strong 
base of trust and fitness to build on. 

Days that started at 7 a.m. and ended at 9 p.m. laid the foundation for physical and mental toughness. 
Running, rock climbing, kickboxing, yoga, weight sessions, triathlons, in addition to on-ice drills, kept the 
Canadian women on the go from morning until night. Towards the end of boot camp, they rode their bikes 35 
kilometres into the mountains, hiked up one and back down before making the return trip on their bikes. 

Exhaustion would eventually hit. The players had to find reserves they didn't think they had to continue. 
They also learned to recognize when teammates were struggling and what help they needed. 

For some, the punishment began the moment they fell out of bed and laced up their shoes for the morning 
run. 

"For those who are runners, they are pretty good at it, but a couple of us who aren't the best runners our 
heart rates were 170 or 180 for 25 minutes straight," MacLeod explains. 

For Kellar, a defenceman from Hagersville, Ont., about to play in her fourth Olympics, it was the prospect 
of riding her mountain bike and hiking through terrain that included bears that had her spooked. 

"They gave us a quick tutorial on how to avoid/survive a bear attack, which didn't do a whole lot for me," 
she says. "I was scared. I have to admit." 

Boot camp has become standard for Canada's Olympic women's hockey teams since they held one in 
Valcartier, Que., prior to the 2002 Games, They spent a month training in Prince Edward Island prior to 2006. 

But this one was the toughest one yet, even for veterans like Hefford. 
"This was my third boot camp, but there are moments where you fall into that rut of feeling `what am I 

doing? I'm a hockey player, not a biker, not a hiker," says the native of Kingston, Ont. 
"That's the mental challenge. The physical preparation is one big part of boot camp, but the mental 

preparation and the challenges you face mentally as a group are maybe the biggest strength we get out of 
something like that." 

The Canadian women played a 55-game schedule in preparation for the Olympics since August. Many of 
those Games were on the road against Alberta Midget Hockey League teams. 

Boot camp may seem a long time ago now, but captain Hayley Wickenheiser of Shaunavon, Sask., says 
the players' experiences in Dawson Creek will be important at the Olympics. 

"I'm not a fan of team-building in a boardroom or a classroom," says Wickenheiser. "This was sort of the 
ultimate team building where people are climbing mountains and maybe they're afraid. 

"We help each other work through those things and that brings you together as a team when you see 
people at their best or their worst or how they handle pressure." 

http://www.ctvolympics.ca/hockey/news/newsid=36875.html 
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Bear Mountain Wind Farm 
Photo by E. Mayon 

City News 

Construction of the Calvin Kruk Centre for the Arts (CKCA) recently fell behind schedule, announced 
City of Dawson Creek's chief administrative officer. 

"Right now our plans are about 25% complete, 25%of construction drawing. That's about a month behind 
where we hoped to be," Jim Chute said at a recent council meeting. "That's because of issues that arose over 
the hazmat removal, over some of the ground-floor windows and over water penetration in the basement." 

He added all of those issues have been taken care of, and the contractors report they will be able to get 
back on schedule. 

"We're certainly hopeful that that can happen," Chute said. 
The next step in the renovation process is selected demolition and the city is encouraging local contractors 

to look at the proposal. 
The RFP on a commissioning authority is now closed and the construction managers are in negotiations 

with the candidate. 
The design review committee is scheduled, to make a decision on a design development report canvassing 

everything from the CKCA's operational plan, to the design that was revised following the public meeting. 
They will also weigh in on the "scope ladder," said Chute. 

"A scope ladder is all of those items that would be added or subtracted or added to the project depending 
on where costing comes in," he said. 

Chute said there has been some confusion about a daycare and cafe space in the facility. 
"The daycare fit-out and the cafe space are tentative improvements. They are not part of the overall $9.7 

million budget you okayed," he told council. "That money has to come from elsewhere and KPAC is raising 
funds for the fit-out of the day-care." 

The design review committee is also expected lo make a decision on a donor recognition wall that will use 
the old faceplates of the post office boxes mounted on a wall. 

"So you'll have a permanent post office box if you're a donor," Chute joked. "It just won't open." 
The total cost of the project to date is $232,000. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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City News 

SHELL CANADA RECYCLES SEWAGE 

April 2010 

Mike Bernier, the mayor of Dawson Creek, couldn't help but laugh as he described how his community is 
overcoming a water problem by getting the oil and gas industry to pay for sewage treatment. 

"We had a great plan for reusing our wastewater. We just didn't have the $1 0-million we needed. But 
when we put out a request for proposals, Shell beat all our expectations - in fact, they said they would pay for 
the whole thing," said an obviously delighted Mr. Bernier, whose town is about to become the first in North 
America to see its sewage reused for gas extraction. 

This summer, construction will start on a new wastewater treatment plant that will upgrade the quality of 
about 4,000 cubic meters of sewage a day to a standard that makes the water useable by the oil and gas 
industry. 

When the plant is in operation, Shell Canada will be provided about 3,400 cubic meters daily and the city 
will be allowed to sell whatever is left over to other companies — which could generate revenue of up to 
$500,000 a year. 

"It's clearly a win-win for everyone," said Mr. Bernier, whose town is now sending about 20% of its 
drinking water to the oil and gas industry, which pumps water down wells to fracture rock and release natural 
gas. 

Located in northeast B.C., Dawson Creek is in the heart of the province's booming oil and gas sector. 
Mr. Bernier said the wastewater that is flushed through Dawson Creek's treatment plant is currently 

discharged back into the environment, released into a stream that has the same name as the city. But the oil 
and gas industry couldn't use that wastewater, because it wasn't clean enough to be handled directly by work 
crews. 

"To be used by industry it had to be notched up a level," he said. 
Mr. Bernier said that after the sewage in treatment ponds is treated a second time at the new plant, "it will 

basically be just one level below potable." In addition to being acceptable for injection into wells, the retreated 
water can be used to irrigate sports fields and clean streets. 

"There are a lot of positive spinoffs to this and no negatives," he said. 
Mr. Bernier said he's not aware of any other town in North America that's retreating its wastewater for 

sale to industry, but he expects the idea to catch on. 
"It makes economic sense. And it's good conservation. Once we get industry off using our potable water, 

our community planners say we can continue to grow until 2035 without doing anything to increase our 
drinking water supply,” he said. 

Ed Greenberg, a spokesman for Shell Canada, said the company has embraced the project as a way to 
reduce the amount of clean water it uses and to cut back the number of tanker trucks hauling water to well 
sites.  A pipeline from the treatment plant to a gas field will mean 85 fewer trucks on the road every day. 

CTV globemedia Publishing Inc. 

Photo by Peace PhotoGraphics 
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City News 

The Dawson Creek Community Garden Society has proposed the development of a new community 
garden site in the hopes the move would cut down on vandalism. 

In an April 22 letter to council, garden manager Tamara Supernault said the society proposed a security 
fence on the Northern Light College property where the current garden is located, but were not given per-
mission by college administration. 

The society has also been informed the college would eventually require the property where the Paul 
Dampier Community Garden is situated. 

Supernault proposed a new garden adjacent to the old Compost Demonstration Centre off the corner of 14 
Street and 107 Avenue. The centre is already managed by the garden society for storage and the new location 
would provide better access to tools and other equipment. 

Supernault reported the society raised a grant from New Horizons Seniors Program, a provincial program 
that funds projects that enriched the lives of the elderly. 

The grant would cover the costs of 20 garden beds, which would be raised to give access to the elderly 
and the disabled, a compost toilet, a shaded seating area and the fence enclosure. 

Other improvements to the new gardens will include solar-powered lighting and water-pumping and 
wheelchair accessibility. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

COMMUNITY GARDEN RELOCATION 

The City of Dawson Creek received kudos from the Social Planning and Research Council of Canada 
(SPARC) for it's dedication to community inclusiveness, as the province of B.C. still lacks set standards to 
deal with accessibility issues. 

SPARC's Accessibility Project Coordinator, Karen Lai attended a council meeting in order to announce 
the Access Awareness Day 2010 campaign, which takes place on June 5. The theme of the campaign is "Go 
All Inclusive!" and promotes the idea of municipalities taking it upon themselves to use SPARC's 2009 
document "The Accessibility Community Bylaws Guide." 

The guide was created by SPARC in 2009 and is a list of over 100 recommendations and standards for 
accessibility and goes beyond the B.C. Building Code. The list looks beyond just buildings to take 
accessibility into consideration throughout the entire community, including parks, streets, taxi service, gas 
stations and accessible housing. 

Lai said B.C. isn't the only province without a disability act and referenced Ontario as an example of what 
SPARC would like to see implemented throughout Canada. 

This doesn't mean B.C.'s communities have gone without considerations -towards accessibility, as Mayor 
Mike Bernier pointed out the Measuring Up the North initiative. The North Central Local Government 
Association (NCLGA) and the B.C. Paraplegic Association created the initiative to help more than 40 northern 
communities, including Dawson Creek, become more accessible. 

"That organization over the last couple of years has done a great job rallying communities together and 
spreading the work about looking at accessibility," Bernier said. 

"1 know we've got a long ways to go, but it's something that as a council and as a community we're trying 
to bring up to the forefront." 

SPARC currently serves about 400 Dawson Creek citizens. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 
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City News 

The Mayor of Dawson Creek is now the president of the North Central Local Government Association. 
Mike Bernier has been either the first or second vice president of the NCLGA since 2008. 
The NCLGA is an association of local governments whose mission is to work on issues that impact the 

North like economy and the environment. 
www.energeticcity.ca  

MAYOR BERNIER PRESIDENT OF NCLGA 

As one of the province’s official SolarBC Solar Communities, the city of Dawson Creek celebrated Solar 
Days. 

The city gained the title for its efforts in using solar power throughout the community, as solar panels are 
used to power the lighting in bus stop shelters and intersections, and to heat the city hall and the fire hall’s hot 
water systems. 

Also on display at the event was Councillor Cheryl Shuman’s personal travel trailer, powered with solar 
panels built by Shuman and her electrician husband. 

Equipped with three 80-watt solar panels on the roof of the trailer, the power generated charges four 
recycled 6-volt batteries, which in turn gives energy to a 2,000-watt inverter hidden beneath the bed. 

During an average outing, the power in the trailer never runs out, even when using all the appliances, 
though Shuman said it takes four hours to soak up all the energy when the air conditioning is on low. 

The city continues working to reduce its footprint on the environment, whether through its recycling 
programs or its battery operated city cars. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

SOLAR DAYS 

The City of Dawson Creek may have to invest in a new trophy shelf after winning yet another award 
based on the efforts of council and city staff. 

“We’re very honoured to be awarded the Measuring Up the North Award of Excellence for communities 
with populations over 5,000,” Mayor Mike Bernier said about the award the city received at the North Central 
Local Government Association (NCLGA).  “A big congratulations to everybody in the city for recognizing the 
importance of accessibility.” 

Measuring Up the North is a partnership between the NCLGA and the BC Paraplegic Association, and 
has a goal of eliminating barriers to the disabled and the elderly.  The Measuring Up the North Award of 
Excellence is awarded based on a municipality’s support and ingenuity to create a more livable, age-friendly 
community. 

Recent projects undertaken in the spirit of access include the new Dawson Creek Social Plan, Senior’s 
Park, Barriers Access Survey and a retrofit in the city hall washrooms.  The most recent project was the 
Sudeten Hall kitchen renovation 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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City News 

Few could have guessed the quality of performances currently being brought to Dawson Creek during the 
planning and building stages of the EnCana Events Centre, the facility’s general manager said. 

“It was really hard to imagine that we would really have the caliber of artist we have had go through he 
facility,” Ryan MacIvor of facility managers Global Spectrum told Dawson Creek Council.  “It speaks to the 
quality of the venue and the infrastructure, what it looks like … but it also goes to the people wanting to buy 
tickets.” 

In 2009, there were three sold-out events:  the FXM Motocross, Alan Jackson and Brooks and Dunn.  ZZ 
Top was within 200 seats of a sell-out. 

The centre was budgeted for 47 events in 2009 and came in five under with 42 events.  Over 60,000 
people went through the facility; many who travelled a great distance to attend the events. 

“We were drawing people from Yellowknife and the Yukon, and as far south as Vancouver and 
Lethbridge,” said MacIvor, who explained they track these statistics using credit-card receipts.  “We’re quite 
tickled that people are coming from these distances.” 

Chief Administrative Officer Jim Chute added that less than 45% of people using the centre are from 
Dawson Creek and area. 

“That was exactly what you were hoping to accomplish when you did this,” Chute told council.  “In 
specific to the Rage hockey team, for sporting events we’re actually drawing more people from Fort St John 
than from Dawson Creek.” 

Upcoming summer events include Reba McEntire, The Offspring, 3 Doors Down and Meatloaf. 
Dawson Creek Daily News 

ENCANA EVENTS CENTRE 

WATER LEVELS 
The recent stretch of dry weather has initiated conservation talks across the province but Dawson Creek’s 

water supply remains at a good level, the director of operations said. 
“We’re early in the season and don’t need to worry too much yet,” Kevin Henderson said.  “The 

(Kiskatinaw) river level is good … reservoirs are all but full … our usage is good, at just over 2 million 
gallons a day.” 

Henderson said that amount would increase later in the season. 
Currently the provincial government is developing a drought response plan in anticipation of a dry 

summer.  This is based on the fact the snow pack has declined in many areas of BC due to warmer than 
average temperatures through April. 

In order to avoid drought problems, the province said these areas would need an above-average rainfall 
during May and June. 

The City of Dawson Creek currently has a Water Conservation Measure Bylaw. There are four stages of 
conservation rules with the first automatically coming into effect as of May 1. 

Under Level 1 conservation measures, a person must not water his or her lawn unless:  at premises with 
even-numbered civic addresses, on Wednesdays and Saturdays; and at premises with odd-numbered civic 
addresses, on Thursdays and Sundays. 

Level 2 to 4 include increasingly strict rules governing water use leading up to bans on watering lawns, 
gardens, for washing, operating a car wash and hauling bulk water for non-potable use. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

May 2010 
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The South Peace Community Multiplex brought in an estimated $11 million to the local economy in 
2009, according to an economic analysis report present at city council. 

Tourism Dawson Creek working with Global Spectrum Facility Management analyzed three facilities — 
the EnCana Events Centre, the Lakota Agriplex, and the Kenn Borek Aquatic Centre.  The largest contributor 
is the Events Centre, generating nearly $7.4 million in direct spending from 32 staged events in 2009, three of 
which were sold out shows. 

The Aquatic Centre produced more than $1.5 million and the Agriplex about $400,000 in direct spending 
for the year. 

Ryan MacIvor, general manager for Global Spectrum Facility Management at the EnCana Event Centre 
said it is clear that the facility has had a significant impact on the community. 

“The numbers speak for themselves — that the number of events have a direct correlation to how much 
money is spent within the community.”  “The facility is a huge economic driver for the community and will 
provide huge economic benefits,” said MacIvor, noting also that 130 full-time equivalent jobs were created. 

Costing an estimated $60 million to build, the Multiplex, having generated $11 million in the first year of 
operation is a great number, said MacIvor, who was surprised by such a high amount.  “Those numbers have 
significant impacts to our community that ripple right through and I think it shows that after our first year this 
is what our benchmark is.” 

The statistics have validated the vision, which has now come to fruition, said MacIvor. 
Attendance levels at the pool and the fact that there is a waiting list to use the stalls and riding arena at the 

Agriplex, plus the upcoming events at the Events Centre, show that the complex has no intention of slowing 
its activity. 

MacIvor predicts that the gross economic impact will increase during the next few years, especially with 
the addition of the Jr. A hockey team, the Dawson Creek Rage, expected to host at least 27 events next season. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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City News 

FAIR SHARE FUNDS 
Blair Lekstrom, Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources Ministry, and Peace River North MLA Pat 

Pimm came bearing gifts to the Peace River Regional District meeting in Dawson Creek. 
Cheques totaling over $31 million were issued to the municipalities and electoral districts from the Peace 

River Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) Fair Share program, signed in 2005. 
Fort St John will receive the largest portion of the funding — $14,194,432.  Dawson Creek will receive 

$9,832,478, Chetwynd will get $2,028,194, Tumbler Ridge receives $1,214,402, Pouce Coupe gets $750,236, 
Taylor gets $647,913, Hudson’s Hope gets $332,711 and each of the electoral districts get $467,559. 

The Fair Share program provides a minimum of $20 million per year, tied to rural industrial assessments.  
The funds are ‘grants in lieu’ of municipal industrial property taxes.  The program has now provided $152 
million in grants since the new MOU was signed in 2005 and around $270 million since Fair Share was first 
negotiated. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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February 2010 

The only Wind Turbine Maintenance Technician program offered in British Columbia is underway at 
Northern Lights College with a full inaugural intake of 16 learners. 

The Wind Turbine Technician program is one of the cornerstones of the NLC's Centre of Excellence for 
Clean Energy Technologies based at Dawson Creek Campus. 

The program commenced on Feb. 1. 
At NLC, hands-on experience will come via a training tower to be erected in conjunction with the 

ongoing Energy House construction. 
Graduates from the certificate program, which concludes in January 2011, will be prepared to enter the 

steadily expanding wind energy sector. Students are provided with the theoretical knowledge base supporting 
wind turbines and the practical maintenance procedures required to maintain turbine output availability. 

The curriculum includes safely and wind turbine-specific courses, as well as pertinent electrical and 
millwright training. As well, there is a month-long summer practicum placement for each learner. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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WIND TURBINE MAINTENANCE TECHNICIAN PROGRAM 

POUCE COUPE ELEMENTARY ENTERS GREEN GAMES 
Students at Ponce Coupe Elementary School are hoping their efforts to "go green" will win them $500 in 

a province wide eco-action contest. 
The school is participating in the second year of the BC Green Games, administered by Science World, a 

non organization which promotes education and positive attitudes towards science and technology. Over 
$20,000 in prizess will be-awarded to schools in the province, including four $500 Viewer’s Choice Awards, 
two to elementary schools and two to secondary schools. 

Pouce Coupe students submitted PowerPoint presentation detailing their efforts to reduce organic waste 
through composting.  Principal Christy Fennell explained the project started In Mrs. McDonald's Grade 5/6/7 
science class with individual students putting apple cores, banana peels and other waste items into a plastic 
bag containing soil and a measured amount of water. Fennell said the idea worked so well they decided to 
purchase- a large compost bin so the whole school could get involved. She said once the bags are full the 
contents are emptied into the compost bin located behind the school and the students repeat the process. 

"We've significantly reduced the amount of waste we have from lunch," said Fennell, adding they've cut 
the number of garbage bags filled at lunch to three from six. 

She said the school received a grant last year to landscape gardens around the building, so the compost 
will be used for the flower beds. She said that was the students' idea and their input and effort has really driven 
the project from start to finish. 

Fennell said the school had embraced being environmentally-friendly even before they became involved 
in the BC Green Games. She said that started with the design of the school when it was built, but students have 
also made recycling and energy conservation their priorities. She added the school will also be purchasing 
trees that each student will start to grow in the classroom, and then when they feel it's time, they will plant 
them around the playground. 

The contest is sponsored by BC Hydro and Terasen Gas. 
Northeast News 
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New students enrolling in Dawson Creek elementary schools will be expected to attend the school in their 
neighborhood staring next school year, as the school district will be reinforcing catchment areas. 

Catchment areas were recently updated for each of the four elementary schools in the city. 
Assistant superintendent Rob Dennis explained the catchment areas were established by the Province in 

the School Act as a way to prevent overcrowding of schools. However, he said with declining enrollment over 
the last several years opening up school spaces, the pressure to enforce the catchment areas diminished and the 
school district allowed a quasi-open boundaries policy. He said now that decline in enrollment has put the 
emphasis back on enforcing catchment areas. 

When enrollments are received, the four elementary schools will be expected to give priority to students 
who live in their respective areas. However, students who attended a school outside of their catchment area 
this year will still be able to attend that school until the completion of Grade 7. Parents who want to send their 
child to a school outside of their catchment area where a sibling is already attending can also do so. Dennis 
said the effect on school populations would be realized over a seven-year period as the children of new 
families to Dawson Creek enter the school system and the students currently enrolled complete Grade 7.  

Northeast News 

DISTRICT ENFORCEMENT OF CATCHMENT AREAS 

School District 59 has released further details on a two-year plan to amalgamate South Peace Secondary 
School and Central Middle School. 

While the process will result in some major and long-term changes for Grade 8 to 12 students, the 
assistant superintendent said most of the initial changes would be administrative. 

"While this appears to be dramatic, it's more dramatic on the work we (staff and trustees) have to do," Rob 
Dennis said during a board meeting. "The kids won't recognize anything over the next year." 

The decision to amalgamate the two schools stems from a series of meetings that took place with the 
public throughout 2009. The meetings dealt with declining enrolment in the district and asked parents and 
other stakeholders how they thought the SD 59 should handle the continued pressure on finances and 
resources. 

One of the more workable suggestions was an amalgamation of Central Middle School and South Peace 
Secondary. 

An amalgamation group was subsequently formed and included recommendations from teachers, parents, 
students, school administrators, support staff and senior staff. The group also looked into the school boards of 
Salmon Arm and Kamloops, where similar amalgamations have already taken place. 

The new legal name for the amalgamated school will be Dawson Creek Secondary School, with the 
original schools names remaining for each campus. 

By the spring of 2011 there will be common timetables and a common bell schedule 
Dawson Creek Daily News 
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The classic excuse for a teenager in trouble, "I didn't know it was wrong," will no longer apply after the 
Dare to Care program comes to Dawson Creek schools in March. 

"What I let them know is that the choice is yours," said Dare to Care presenter and retired RCMP officer 
Dwayne Peace from his Calgary home. "I tell them 'if you get yourself suspended or expelled from school, or 
arrested and charged hy police, after today you will not be able to say you did not know.' " 

He began doing talks on crime and punishment in 1998 while working as a school resource officer and 
continued after his retirement in 2003. 

Talking to kids about choices became a full-time job after his retirement. At that time the program 
expanded to include life-skills and bully proofing for kindergarten to Grade 12 students, and is made possible 
through funding assistance from EnCana. Topics covered during the presentation include bullying, suicide, 
drugs, alcohol, tobacco and body image. 

In addition to being a former RCMP officer, Peace is also a former Dawson Creek resident and SPSS 
graduate. His experience with the RCMP makes him an expert on youth culture and he admits there have been 
significant changes since his 1978 graduation. 
Back in the day, bullying was seen as a natural part of growing up, but new studies show bullying has 
negative and lasting effects. 

Back in the day, bullying was seen as a natural part of growing up, but new studies show bullying has 
negative and lasting effects. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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Education 

A new W.O.W. Bus (Words on Wheels) program has just as much to do with providing young bodies 
with nutrition as with knowledge. 

The WOW bus is a School District 59-run, community-sponsored, converted school bus that brings early 
learning programs to families who may not be able to make a regular trip to their public library. It's free for 
children aged five years and younger. 

In the two years the bus has been operating, organizers have forwarded the idea that nutrition is just as 
important to child's development as literacy. This can be forgotten when parents lead a busy lifestyle and the 
"Healthy Meals from Words On Wheels" program was launched in an effort to highlight this fact. 

A Children Care Resource Referral staff member has been providing healthy recipes on the W.O.W. Bus 
as part of a program called "Food Fun," since the program's inception two years ago. "Healthy Meals from 
Words On Wheels" is an expansion on that program, W.O.W. Bus coordinator Karen Hills said. 

Through the next year the WOW Bus staff will test recipes submitted by the community and will later 
collect them in a recipe book. 

Young visitors had a chance to make their own spinach and fruit smoothies. One grandmother said the 
green hue of the concoction was a little off-putting but that her grandchildren didn't seem to mind. 

Since increasing activity in the South Peace, Shell Canada has taken a keen interest in surrounding 
communities, including sponsoring the W.O.W. Bus. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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Studio 2120 is holding its 32nd annual exhibition of works produced by Visual and Graphic 
Communications Arts Students at Northern Lights College. 

The exhibition represents eight months of intensive study in graphic design, photography, drawing, 
painting, art history, and printmaking by students in the 20009-10 program at Dawson Creek Campus. 

A cross section of work from the students will be on display in three locations — Studio 2120 and the 
library at NLC’s Dawson Creek Campus, and Under the Willow in downtown Dawson Creek. 

Admission prerequisites for the Visual and Graphic Communication Arts program include a review of the 
applicant’s art portfolio. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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May 2010 

ALBERTA BALLET 
Students at Canalta Elementary School got an inside look at the workings of a professional ballet 

company when Alberta Ballet’s Northern Tights Tour travelled through Dawson Creek.  For nearly 10 years 
the outreach program has given thousands of students the opportunity to learn about ballet and watch a live 
performance.  Students were taught about ballet’s history, learned about the various steps, were encouraged to 
ask questions and watched excerpts from major ballets like the Nutcracker.  The program is sponsored by 
EnCana and RBC. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

PLAYING FOR CHANGE 
Students from South Peace Secondary’s civics class will be hosting a benefit concert at the Kiwanis 

Performing Arts Centre for the organization “Playing For Change”. 
Co-founded by Whitney Burditt and Mark Johnson, the goal of Playing For Change is to inspire, connect 

and bring peace to communities worldwide through music.  Their belief is that music can connect people 
through its power to transcend geographic, political economic and religious backgrounds.  The foundation has 
travelled the world, from Barcelona to Dublin, Jerusalem to New Orleans, promoting the message of peace 
and recording music.  Bob Marley serves as one of the major influences for the foundation and among 
countless others.  Bono has recently recorded with them on their latest album, “Songs Around the World”.  

Admission will be by donations, and all proceeds will go directly to the Playing For Change Foundation, 
which helps musicians globally by providing facilities, equipment and education programs dedicated to music. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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ENERGY IN ACTION 
Children at Tremblay Elementary School got a lesson in environmental sustainability, as part of the 

Energy in Action program put on by the Canadian Association of Petroleum Producers (CAPP) along with a 
group of oil and gas companies. 

Grade 4, 5 and 6 students learned about the petroleum industry and environmental conservation, which 
goes hand in hand with what they are already learning in the classroom. 

“The program reinforces the curriculum by talking about petroleum, where it comes from, how we get it 
out of the ground and careful resource development,” said Laura Perry, co-ordinator of the Energy in Action 
program. 

This then leads to environmental stewardship and what it means, said Perry.  “Things such as taking care 
of the school yard, and also the community, by picking up garbage, recycling, weeding gardens, maintaining 
bird and bug habitats, so that they can continue to observe nature well into the future.” 

To further support the messages that CAPP presented to students, CAPP created an environmentally 
sustainable project: a medicine wheel — an outdoor garden, with roots in First Nations culture, complete with 
benches, plants and brick pathways.  The students, with a hand from volunteers, helped to finish the project by 
digging, planting and caring for the plants, trees and shrubs that will complete the wheel. 

“It will serve as an outdoor classroom … where teachers can go and have the kids sit and observe nature, 
watch weather patterns, look at soils, identify birds, like a naturalist would do,” said Perry.  “It really gives 
them an opportunity to spend time outside, which is a great learning environment.” 

CAPP also donated several environmental and landscaping books to the school, encouraging it to continue 
on in creating an environmental legacy. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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LIVING ON MARS 
Students at Ecole Frank Ross took a 100 million-kilometre field trip without leaving the school grounds. 
The gymnasium was transformed into the red planet and students were colonists, kept safe from the harsh 

climate in large insulating domes.  Research was carried out with the help of student-built and programmed 
Mars Rovers.  Elaborately designed leisure facilities ensure the young colonists were able to keep healthy and 
happy while completing their important research. 

The program is called “Canadian National Marsville” and this marked the completion of Valerie Long’s 
Grade 6 class’ National Research Council of Canada mission. 

For 18 years the council has challenged Grade 6 to 8 students to find ways to build colonies on Mars and 
taps into every young person’s desire to be an astronaut when he or she grows up. 

The students have been learning about the red planet since January.  Many of the studies involve 
comparisons to earth conditions including temperature, gravity and oxygen levels. 

Using that information, the students were challenged to design and build a life-support system for when 
they landed on Mars. 

The students also had the opportunity to build and program model Mars Rovers using Lego Robotics. 
Lego has come a long way since the simple interlocking coloured bricks of yesteryear.  Students used the 

school computers to download programs to their Lego Rovers, much like the Americans have done with the 
originals since successfully landing three Mars Rovers. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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Human Services 

A newly renovated South Peace cancer clinic aims to provide improved care for cancer patients and their 
families. 

One of the highlights of the bigger clinic is a self-contained unit that reduces outside exposure for 
immuno-compromised clients while they are receiving treatment. 

The provincial government provided $25,000 to the project through Northern Cancer Control Strategy 
infrastructure funding.  Local donors have been lauded by the hospital foundation for finding $490,000 to 
ensure the project could move forward.  Donors included EnCana, Lakeview Credit Union, Chances 
Dawson Creek, and the South Peace Oilmen’s Association. 

The clinic has tripled in size, and now accommodates up to eight clients.  The furniture and décor is 
designed to create a sense of tranquility, and each patient area has individual lighting controls. 

The unit includes a $32,000 machine for mixing chemotherapy drugs — some of which are toxic — 
safely, where they are then triple checked by a physician, pharmacist and a nurse, as per standare procedure.  It 
also has a Telehealth Clinical Room with video-conferencing equipment capable of linking physicians and 
patients to experts in Vancouver or elsewhere, as well as with patient support groups throughout the province.  
The rooms themselves include such amenities as televisions and refrigerators, and chemotherapy chairs that 
are heated and have a massage feature. 

Dawson Creek’s new clinic will offer not only treatment, but also prevention, early detection and 
palliative care. 

Dawson Creek Daily News, Energeticcity.ca, Northeast News 

S O U T H  P E A C E  C A N C E R  C L I N I C  

January 2010 

Cooperation between the community and government are responsible for the success of the $22.7 million 
Rotary Expansion project, said Peace River South MLA Blair Lekstrom during the official opening. 

Politicians, donors and other community members were on hand for the opening and a guided tour of the 
new 71-bed expansion. This takes the care facility from 44 to 115 beds, made possible through funding from 
the Government of British Columbia, Northern Health and the Peace River Regional District. 

A separate $7 million project funded through the Northern Health capital allocation through the B.C. 
government allowed for the addition of 26 units under Independent Living BC. 

A highlight of the addition included palliative care rooms and an inter-faith room. The South Peace 
Hospice and Palliative Care Society, which spent the last year raising funds through various community 
fundraisers and local donors, decorated these rooms. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

ROTARY MANOR EXPANSION 

April 2010 
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Human Services 

“Everyone has a right to belong” was one of the messages presented by the Dawson Creek Society for 
Community Living (DCSCL) during Access Awareness Day in Dawson Creek. 

Many people can easily be inhibited access to public buildings, washrooms, even just opening a door can 
be inaccessible, said Marla Reed, executive director of  the DCSCL. 

The provincial initiative celebrated the awareness of accessibility for all members of the community. 
Things like lower curbs, wider doors, easily turned doorknobs and traffic light chirpers can help people 

have access to places they might otherwise have difficulty getting to. 
Whether one is immobile or able-bodies, isolated or marginalized, uses a wheelchair or a walker, freedom 

of movement is important for everyone, said Reed. 
Access Awareness Day was celebrated with a free barbeque in partnership with the Measuring Up the 

North Committee, an organization made up of different groups that have accessibility issues such as physical, 
visual or hearing disabilities.  Raffle draws, a bake sale and a plant exchange were also part of the event in an 
effort to raise funds to purchase a van to help DCSCL members get around the city. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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Recreation & Leisure 

In January 2010, KidSport BC officially launched the KidSport Dawson Creek community chapter with a 
cheque presentation at the Memorial Arena.  Dawson Creek is the latest community in British Columbia to 
open a KidSport community chapter, bringing the total number across the province to 32. 

Dawson Creek Mayor Mike Bernier was on hand to receive the start-up cheque from EnCana 
Community Relations Advisor, Brian Lieverse and Pete Quevillon, Director of KidSport BC.  The funds will 
provide KidSport Dawson Creek with the resources required to develop the new chapter and begin serving 
children in the local community. 

KidSport Dawson Creek will provide registration grants for children ages 6-18 to ensure all children can 
participate in a sport season of their choice. 

KidSport 

KIDSPORT 

February 2010 

March 2010 

GREY POWER PLAYERS’ CHAMPIONSHIP 
Canada’s Olympic heroes will take to the ice in Dawson Creek.  The Capital One Grand Slam of Curling 

announced that 2010 Olympic Gold Medalist Kevin Martin (Edmonton) and 2010 Olympic silver medalist 
Cheryl Bernard (Calgary) will compete in the season ending Grey Power Players’ Championship.  The final 
2009-2010 Capital One Grand Slam of Curling event, the Grey Power Players’ Championship is scheduled to 
take place at the EnCana Events Centre in Dawson Creek, BC from April 13-18, 2010. 

The following is a complete list of the 16 men’s and women’s teams which will compete.  The event 
features a triple knockout format along with a total purse of $100,000 (Cdn). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.grandslamofcurling.com/ 

1. Jennifer Jones (Winnipeg, MB) 
2. Cheryl Bernard (Calgary, AB) 
3. Amber Holland (Regina, SK) 
4. Kelly Scott (Kelowna, BC) 
5. Shannon Kleibrink (Calgary, AB) 
6. Stefanie Lawton (Saskatoon, SK) 
7. Cathy King (Edmonton, AB) 
8. Jo-Ann Rizzo (Brantford, ON) 
9. Crystal Webster (Calgary, AB) 
10. Heather Nedohin (Edmonton, AB) 
11. Eve Bélisle (Montreal, QC) 
12. Valerie Sweeting (Edmonton, AB) 
13. Julie Hastings (Toronto, ON) 
14. Kerry Flett (Winnipeg, MB) 
15. Jacqueline Harrison (Alliston, ON) 
16. Chelsea Carey (Winnipeg, MB) 

1. Kevin Martin (Edmonton, AB) 
2. Glenn Howard (Coldwater, ON) 
3. Brad Gushue (St. John’s, NL) 
4. Kevin Koe (Edmonton, AB) 
5. Jeff Stoughton (Winnipeg, MB) 
6. Randy Ferbey (Edmonton, AB) 
7. Mike McEwen (Winnipeg, MB) 
8. Niklas Edin (Karlstad, Sweden) 
9. Bob Ursel (Kelowna, BC) 
10. Pat Simmons (Davidson, SK) 
11. Dale Matchett (Bradford, ON) 
12. Jason Gunnlaugson (Beausejour, MB) 
13. Ted Appelman (Edmonton, AB) 
14. Martin Ferland (Quebec City, QC) 
15. Reid Carruthers (Winnipeg, MB) 
16. Jake Higgs (Harriston, ON) 

http://www.grandslamofcurling.com
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UNDER 18 CURLING CHAMPIONS 
A team of young curlers from Dawson Creek have earned their way into an international competition by 

winning a provincial championship in March. 
Skip Jordan Steinke, lead Sanjay Bowry, second Tristan Steinke and third Jason Ginter, along with 

coaches Jeff Ginter and Don Bourassa, competed and won the Juvenile (under 18) Boys Provincial Curling 
Championship in Wainwright, AB. 

Winning the championship has earned the team a spot at the Optimist International Under 18 Curling 
Championships in Regina.  They will be competing against teams from across Canada, the United States and 
even one team from Japan. 

Northeast News 

The head coach/ general manager of Dawson Creek's newest hockey team is working to fill roster spots in 
time for their inaugural season this fall. 

Scott Robinson, who attended a media event at the EnCana Events Centre, said he has been amazed by the 
response, both in the community and abroad, to the Dawson Creek Rage, the only Canadian Junior "A" 
franchise to join the North American Hockey League. He said he's talked to players, their parents and scouts 
and has heard a lot of interest coming from British Columbia, Alberta, the United States and even overseas. 

"Our focus is our camps that are upcoming," he said. "We've got one in Princeton in a couple of weeks 
and then in Abbotsford and then finally, on the May long-weekend, here at the EnCana Centre." 

He said between 80 and 100 players have signed up for the evaluation camps, but more are signing up 
every day. He added they already have a few who have committed to playing for the team if selected. 

Robinson said the exposure the league provides to American colleges and universities for players, the 
quality of the arena and availability of ice-time, and the dedication of the ownership group are likely reasons 
why their team has received so much attention. The support from the community, he said, has also been 
amazing, including the donation of the official team truck, a brand new F-150, donated by Aspol Ford. 

He said while the team will be looking for the very best talent, wherever they may be, that may include 
some players from the BC Peace Region. He added with a full roster to fill, and an age range of 16 to 20 year-
olds who can play, there are opportunities for those playing Junior "B" hockey to make the team. 

He said he grew up in 100 Mile House and remembers his home team playing a dominant Dawson Creek 
Kodiaks team of the Pacific Coast Junior Hockey League, which later merged with the BC Junior Hockey 
league. He said the Rage organization recognizes the long and celebrated history of the Dawson Creek 
Canucks junior and senior franchises and will look to incorporate an appreciation of that history into their own 
team culture. 

Northeast News 

The EnCana Events Centre was one of eight nominees for the "Air Canada Centre Major Facility of the 
Year" (under 8,000 seat capacity) at this year's Canadian Music and Broadcast Industry Awards. The award 
ultimately went to the K-Rock Centre in Kingston, Ont. General manager Ryan Mclvor said he was proud and 
excited to be nominated after a year of operations. He thanked the citizens and City of Dawson Creek, the 
surrounding region and management and staff at the events centre for making their events successful. 

Northeast News 

DC RAGE PLAYER SELECTION 

ENCANA CENTRE NOMINATED 
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March 2010 
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Recreation & Leisure 
April 2010 

MARTIN & BERNARD WIN GREY POWER 
Kevin Martin was unbeatable in winning the gold medal at the Vancouver Olympics and he carried that 

momentum into the season-ending Grey Power Players’ Championship at EnCana Events Centre. 
Martin won his record 15th career Capital One Grand Slam of Curling event, defeating Brad Gushue 8-7 

in an extra end, completing a 6-0 run and ending the year on a 32-game winning streak— including an 11-0 
run at the Vancouver Games. 

The Edmonton rink capped a successful season that also included an Olympic gold medal and another 
Grand Slam win at the BDO Classic Canadian Open with the $25,000 first-place prize and an additional 
$50,000 for winning the Capital One Cup.  The Martin foursome, also including John Morris, Marc Kennedy 
and Ben Hebert, earned more than $200,000 this year on the Asham World Curling Tour and in Olympic prize 
money. 

Calgary’s Cheryl Bernard won the women’s Players’ Championship Saturday, beating crosstown rival 
Crystal Webster 604.  Bernard, the Olympic silver medalist, also won the women’s Capital One Cup. 

Canwest News Service 

The Dawson Creek Gun Show continues to make quite a bang in the Canadian West. 
The annual show began 33 years ago, and, since then, has become one of the biggest such events in 

western Canada. 
It has grown to the point where over 200 tables have been booked for the show and has become bigger 

than some of the shows in the major centres. 
"We have grown by 20% over last year. We have 205 tables booked. We have filled the curling rink. I am 

shocked how much it has grown from last year to this year," said Brenda Mathias, one of the key organizers of 
the popular show. 

That works out to about 80 exhibitors displaying their wares — and it's not just firearms that are on 
display or up for sale. The show has long since expanded into an outdoors show. There certainly is no shortage 
of hunting rifles, but there are also many other exhibitors displaying and selling everything from fishing gear 
to quads to camouflage clothing to beef jerky. 

"There are lots of firearms, but there are also optics, antler carvers, archery and knives. There's a huge 
variety." 

The Kamloops and Calgary shows are probably larger than the Dawson Creek show, estimated Mathias, 
and she isn't sure how large the Vancouver show is, but the size of the local show has probably surpassed or is 
close to surpassing Edmonton's. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

DAWSON CREEK GUN SHOW 
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Recreation & Leisure 
May 2010 

The 2010 Wheatbelt Baseball League is slated to start May 12th with seven teams including the addition 
of a new club out of Cecil Lake. 

Cecil Lake will join Dawson Creek, Fort St. John, Grande Prairie, Rycroft, Peace River, and Grimshaw in 
the senior men's hardball league. 

There will be no divisions and instead the organization will remain as one league, but the schedule will be 
unbalanced because there are seven teams. 

Teams will play a 20-game schedule but meet their local rivals more often than those opponents farther 
away, said Allan. 

For example, the three B.C. teams will play each other four times and the other four teams, all in Alberta, 
three times in the two-month season. 

The Cecil Lake team will play out of Fort St. John and that makes for a more manageable travel schedule 
for the local team. 

The league will begin play in the second week of May and by May 16, a Sunday when doubleheaders are 
traditionally held, all the teams will have been in action in single games or doubleheaders. 

The season is starting a week earlier than it did in 2009. Last year the WBL teams were on the diamonds 
from the third week of May until early August. This year, the league wants to make sure its season is over 
before any provincial championships. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

WHEATBELT BASEBALL LEAGUE 

Spring has been very busy for the Dawson Creek Horse Club members, reports the organization. 
The club held Wednesday and Sunday lessons at the Lakota Agriplex. They began in October and ran 

until the end of April, while the club's clinics started in March. 
In the first weekend in March, the club had a Tara Norman Balanced Riding Clinic that saw 24 riders 

participate in this jumping and flat clinic. 
Robin Hahn, a former Olympian, was in Dawson Creek the following weekend for a jumping clinic with 

18 jumpers from Chetwynd, Dawson Creek, and Grande Prairie taking part. Robin has commented that 
Dawson Creek has some lovely horses and riders in this area. 

The end of March brought the extremely popular Bombproofing Clinic with southern Alberta's Kathleen 
Winfield instructing. 

This is a very popular clinic and everyone loves this clinic, say local club officials, as it has every kind of 
scary obstacle one would want his or her horse to see, including mattresses and the "wall of trust". 

There were 20 participants handling young, broke and unbroken horses. This is a clinic where even the 
spectators learned a lot. 

April saw Robin Hahn back again to teach jumping, and Tara Norman did another Balanced Riding clinic. 
Some of the club's future events include the Poker Ride to the Rimrocks in Alberta (May); a Dressage 

Clinic with Gennie Vlchek (May); and the Wild and Lawless Horse Show- English and Western (June). 
If anyone wants to participate, check out the club's website at www.dchorseclub.org. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

DAWSON CREEK HORSE CLUB 

http://www.dchorseclub.org
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Recreation & Leisure 

Dawson Creek’s Tyson McCallum is the top draft pick in the North American Hockey League and, 
fittingly enough, he was selected by the Rage, his hometown hockey team that will begin its inaugural season 
in September. 

The Rage won the right to pick first overall in the 28-team league and took the South Peace Secondary 
School student. 

The Rage’s other five picks were also at one of the three evaluation camps held this spring and all were 
players who have committed to the Jr. A team. 

1. Tyson McCallum (Prince George Cougars) 
2. Dakota Mason (Edmonton South Side Athletic Club) 
3. Carter Page (Calgary Flames AAA) 
4. Brett Zarazun (North Island Silver Tips) 
5. Karver Evarson (Comox Valley Glacier Kings Jr. B) 
6. Jon Johnannesson (Kenora Thistles AAA) 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

RAGE DRAFT CHOICES 

The Dawson Creek Harry Morrow Mixed Slo-Pitch League was recently granted approval from City 
Council to build a new playground adjacent to the ball diamonds and soccer fields at the Harry Morrow and 
Paul Loiselle Sports Fields. 

Member Clint Shuman explained equipment has already been ordered and volunteers from the community 
have donated their time and resources to construct the playground and install the surrounding chain link fence. 

Shuman said the project is only possible through the generous donations from businesses and individuals 
in the community. 

Construction is also ongoing on a bike park next to Rotary Lake. 
Cindy Fisher, who has been involved with the project because her children are mountain bikers, said the 

site has been cleared of debris, the existing park was leveled and some wooden ramps have been built, thanks 
to donations of equipment and materials from local businesses. 

She said the riders did much of the manual labour themselves. 
Northeast News 

RECREATION PROJECTS 
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February 2010 

Artists and arts organizations in 
communities across British Columbia are 
receiving more than $3.4 million in BC Arts 
Council grants. 

The council will award 298 grants, 
totalling $10.9 million, to individual artist and 
arts and cultural organizations representing a 
range of disciplines including music, visual 
arts, literature, theatre and dance. 

The South Peace Community Arts Council 
will receive $2,770. 

Government of BC News Release 

A RT S  C O U N C I L  
G R A N T S  The Southern California-based foursome, The 

Offspring, will be rocking Dawson Creek in June. 
The group got its start back in the late 80s and was 

inspired by a burgeoning punk rock scene in the Orange 
County area, which included bands like Social 
Distortion. 

Their second album released in 1992 sold more than 
11 million copies worldwide and remains the largest-
selling album on an independent label, Epitaph. 

The group has since released several more studio 
albums, including a greatest hits compilation in 2005, 
and their latest effort released last year.  The band has 
already begun work on a ninth album. 

Northeast News 

T H E  O F F S P R I N G  

Culture 

May 2010 

The curtain goes up on the first of six plays in five days at the Peace River Zone Theatre Festival. 
Besides getting the chance to move onto Mainstage 2010, the actors will get feedback from a professional 

adjudicator, an unique element in the regional festival. 
The annual festival, now in its 25th year, is a great opportunity for theatre communities to share with each 

other, said festival chair Jim Peltier. 
The festival over the years has provided many opportunities, he said. 
“It has opened doors for actors, we have had quite a few local actors that have gone onto theatre schools, 

both through the recognition they have received from local productions, at the zone level an at the provincial 
level too.  To be recognized as the best actor or actress opens doors for a lot of them.” 

The plays, from Tumbler Ridge, Dawson Creek, and Fort St John, will be competing in 12 different 
categories, including the top prize of best production.  Professional actor, director and educator Andrew 
McIlroy is being flown in to make those tough decisions. 

McIlroy will give feedback following each play and a more thorough, intensive assessment to the cast and 
crew of each production the following day in most cases. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 

PEACE RIVER ZONE THEATRE FESTIVAL 

Ten-gallon hats and sheriff stars were required attire at the 28th Annual Art Auction for the Dawson 
Creek Art Gallery.  The theme of the evening was “Hang ‘em High” and had the local art community 
swapping paint brushes for six-shooters.  The grand total of the art auction was around $19,000,including 
ticket sales, live and silent auction, bar and special draws. 

Dawson Creek Daily News 
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