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The Dawson Creek Opportunity
Opportunities in industry, adventure,  
recreation, and education all demonstrate 
Dawson Creek as “the Capital of the Peace” in 
Northeastern British Columbia. World-class 
entertainment and recreation facilities coupled 
with steadily growing employment markets 
and low housing costs make Dawson Creek a 
prime location to grow both your family and 
business. Add to that the stunning natural 
beauty enjoyed in the South Peace region’s 
foothill scenery, and you have an undeniable 
recipe for a great quality of life.

Dawson Creek, 
the “Capital of the Peace” 

in Northeastern British 
Columbia.
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The Community Profile and Investment 
Guide for the City of Dawson Creek  

summarizes  the  economic well-being of the 
community and intends to give prospective 
investors, residents and entrepreneurs an 
overview of the character and potential of 
Dawson Creek and its service area. It is a 
publication of the City of Dawson Creek that 
compiles local statistics and information to 
promote economic development.

This data has been obtained from a variety 
of sources, including Statistics Canada, BC 
Statistics, provincial government agencies and 
municipal records.

If you require additional information not 
addressed in this profile, or if you require 
further assistance to advance your business 
undertakings, please call City Hall at 
250-784-3600.

For more information, contact the City of 
Dawson Creek.

www.dawsoncreek.ca 
admin@dawsoncreek.ca 
10105-12A Street, V1G 3V7

This publication is produced by New Harvest 
Media Inc. (www.newharvest.ca) 
Photos copyright of New Harvest Media Inc. 
and Peace photoGraphics Inc.

Welcome to Dawson Creek �������������� 3
History ���������������������������������������������������������� 4
Mayor's Message ���������������������������������������� 5
Ideal Quality of Life ������������������������������������ 6
Abundant Opportunities �������������������������� 7
Transportation �������������������������������������������� 8
Quick Facts ��������������������������������������������������� 9
Core Infrastructure �����������������������������������10
Investing in Water �������������������������������������11

A Diverse, Growing Workforce ������ 12
Labour Market �������������������������������������������12

A Great Place to Invest �������������������� 14
Oil & Gas �����������������������������������������������������14
Renewable Energy ������������������������������������16
Forestry ������������������������������������������������������17
Mining ���������������������������������������������������������17
Tourism �������������������������������������������������������18

Travel Tourism ���������������������������������������18
Event & Sport Tourism �������������������������19

Agriculture Sector ������������������������������������20
Development ���������������������������������������������22

A Great Place to Live ����������������������� 24
Arts, Culture, Recreation �������������������������24
Education ���������������������������������������������������30
Housing ������������������������������������������������������32
Public Services ������������������������������������������34

For More Information ��������������������� 40

Welcome to Dawson Creek

3



1793

Alexander Mackenzie explores 
the Peace River Region

1880

George Mercer Dawson explores 
the Dawson Creek area

1914

Oil seeping discovered by young man 
checking trap lines near Rolla

1931

Northern Alberta Railway 
reaches Dawson Creek

1948

Natural gas production in 
Rolla area reaches 70 million 

cubic feet per day. 

1952

John Hart Highway built 
connecting Dawson Creek 

to Prince George.

1958

Dawson Creek 
incorporates as a city.

2000

Alliance Pipeline begins transporting 
1.6 bcf/d of natural gas from Northeast 

B.C. to the Chicago market.

2017

Louisiana Paci�c invests $161 million 
in Dawson Creek plant to convert to 

the new SmartSide product.

2018

LNG Canada announces positive Final Investment 
Decision for $40 billion Liqui�ed Natural Gas export 

terminal in Kitimat, BC, sourcing up to 3.1 Bcf/d of gas 
from Dawson Creek region via Coastal Gas Link pipeline.

1942

Dawson Creek chosen as Mile 0 
of construction of 1,500-mile 

Alaska Highway, built in only 9 months.

"The grass is in some places as high as the horses' 
bellies and is already ripe and turning brown at the 
tops." 

- George M. Dawson, August 12, 1880

"Pick a spot – any spot – and punch a 2500-foot deep 
hole in the ground. Then, just stand back and watch 
the gas blast out under high pressure." 

- Gerald Clare, South Peace Historical Society, 2003; 
speaking of the Rolla area during late 1940s.

"...the demand from LNG Canada should stimulate 
exploration and production of natural gas in the 
Northeast on a scale hitherto unseen."

- BC Business, 2019

1805

Simon Fraser establishes trading posts 
in Fort St. John & Hudson's Hope

1906

Tremblay family moves to Pouce Coupe area 
and opens trading post and post o�ce.

1921

Natural gas discovered near 
Rolla while drilling for oil.

1936

Dawson Creek incorporates as a 
village, population 500

1943

Major warehouse explosion and �re 
destroys many downtown buildings.

1950

Dawson Creek recognized as the greatest 
initial grain shipping point in the British 
Empire transporting more than three 
million bushels.

1957

Westcoast Transmission builds Canada's 
�rst "big inch" pipeline carrying 400 
mcf/d gas from Taylor to Vancouver

1987

Louisiana Paci�c opens Oriented 
Strand Board plant in Dawson Creek

2008

City of Dawson Creek opens $58 
million South Peace Multiplex events 
and leisure centre

2013

National Energy Board releases study 
indicating 271 Tcf of marketable 
natural gas available in BC's Montney 
(one of the largest plays in the world!)

 With all these natural resources, with virile pioneer type of 
inhabitants, at the centre of northern transportation, with 
some of the most beautiful and romantic country in Canada, 
who can prophesy the future? Today it is one of the brightest 
spots in the Dominion. It is a country with a past and also a 
future; a country for either work or a holiday; a country full 
of hope and aspiration.

- Harry Giles, The Vancouver Province, 1953

"The Montney’s marketable unconventional gas resource is one 
of the largest in the world. While most of it is located in British 
Columbia, Alberta’s share is still large. To further illustrate the 
size of the Montney, total Canadian natural gas demand in 2012 
was 88 billion m³ (3.1 Tcf), making the Montney gas resource 
equivalent to 145 years of Canada’s 2012 consumption." 

- National Energy Board Energy Brie�ng Note: 
The Ultimate Potential for Unconventional Petroleum from the 

Montney Formation of British Columbia and Alberta, 2013 

History
Read more at dawsoncreek.ca/history
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Welcome to Dawson 
Creek! You will find 

our community warm, 
welcoming and a lot of fun. 
This is, without a doubt, 
a truly great place to work, 
play, live and invest! 

Dawson Creek is a city 
of approximately 13,000 

residents, offering an amazing quality of life! We have 
a lot of great services and amenities to offer and have 
established the infrastructure to create a tremendous 
amount of activities for everyone to enjoy. 

For the arts and culture lovers, the Calvin Kruk Centre 
for the Arts is a dynamic and lively community arts 
centre hosting music, dance, pottery and more. There 
is also the Dawson Creek Art Gallery, which is a public 
gallery dedicated to the presentation, interpretation and 
advancement of visual arts. 

The South Peace Community Multiplex houses three of 
the community’s fantastic amenities. The Encana Events 
Centre is a 6,500 seat, state-of-the-art, multi-events 
facility that has hosted a multitude of world-class events 
ranging from the World Under 17 Hockey Challenge to 
KISS, Luke Bryan, Carrie Underwood and many, many 
more! In between events the Encana Events Centre plays 
host to the Wayne and Bev Dahlen Indoor Walking 
Track, a free facility that anyone can use. The Lakota 
Agriplex is an impressive equestrian centre aimed to 
accommodate a wide range of interests, housing indoor 
stalls, tack lockers, a wash rack and grooming area and 
an impressive riding area. Last, but certainly not least, 
the Kenn Borek Aquatic Centre; which has an eight-
lane lap pool, a leisure pool, sauna, steam room, hot tub 
and even a climbing wall! Separate from the Multiplex; 
Dawson Creek also has two ice Arenas and a Curling 
Rink, which are a hub of family fun activities for the 
whole community to enjoy. 

Don’t be fooled, we Northerners are most definitely 
not limited to indoor activities! From quadding to 
snowmobiling, boating, skiing, hiking, fishing and 
golf, Dawson Creek has an endless array of activities to 

partake in. The City also has outdoor walking trails and 
multiple sport fields, truly something for everyone! 

On top of the services I mentioned, Dawson Creek also 
has a variety of public and private schools, a top-notch 
college with a new state of the art Trades Centre and 
a local hospital with transportation services for special 
medical needs. In case you need to get away, we have an 
airport three minutes from downtown with daily flights 
to Vancouver. 

Our City is certain to make the most of a bright 
future. Careful, deliberate planning for sustainable and 
responsible growth means that Dawson Creek is ready 
for growth and development in the region. Long-term 
career opportunities in the oil and gas, mining, forestry, 
agriculture, infrastructure and service industries exist 
within the community. 

On behalf of Council, I extend a warm northern 
welcome, whether you are visiting or working in the 
community; I am confident that you will quickly 
discover why we are proud to call Dawson Creek home. 

Yours truly, 

Dale Bumstead 
Mayor

Mayor's Message

City Council
(Back row) Councillor Blair Lekstrom, Mayor Dale 
Bumstead, Councillor Jerimy Earl (Front row) 
Councillors Paul Gevatkoff, Shaely Wilbur, Amy 
Kaempf, Charlie Parslow
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Recreation and Entertainment

Dawson Creek has something exciting for everyone. 
The Encana Events Centre regularly hosts world-

class entertainment, boasting acts such as ZZ Top, Carrie 
Underwood, Bob Dylan, the Price is Right, monster 
trucks and much more (see page 24). 

In November 2015, Dawson Creek co-hosted the World 
Under-17 Hockey Challenge with the City of Fort St. 
John, hosting young hockey players, scouts, and fans 
from around the world. Economic benefits from the 
2015 event were estimated at approximately $6 million 
The event was such a success that Dawson Creek and Fort 
St. John were again awarded the opportunity to host the 
2017 tournament with 8 international teams attending. 
Jumping off the success of these events, Dawson Creek 
has now signed a multi-year agreement with Hockey 

Canada that promises to bring even more world-class 
events to the community in the coming years.

Professional chuckwagons and rodeo action happen 
every year during the August Fall Fair & Exhibition (see 
page 27). 

Outside the city limits, opportunities in outdoor 
adventures and sports abound. The Nordic Ski Trails 
and Bear Mountain Ski Hill both provide winter fun 
within 15 minutes drive from the City (see page 29). 

Rock climbing, hiking, waterfalls, and world famous 
dinosaur discoveries are all within reach of an afternoon 
drive.

Ideal Quality of Life
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An Employment Powerhouse
Strongest Job Growth Rate in B.C.

In the next 10 years, Northeast B.C. is expecting to see 
an employment growth rate of 1.4%, higher than any 
other region of the province. 

Compared to the rest of the province, the Northeast 
region is expected to also boast the highest proportion 
of openings due to expansion (versus replacement) at 
42% compared to the provincial average of 32%.

Highest Income Growth in B.C.

The 2016 National Census found that Dawson Creek 
showed the highest percentage median income growth 
(32%) of all metropolitan areas in British Columbia 
since the previous 2011 census.

Lowest 10-year Average 
Unemployment Rate in B.C.

Northeast B.C.'s 10-year average unemployment rate is 
the lowest in the province at 5.40%. The region also 
boasts the province's highest full-time employment 
share at 83% (see page 12).

More Education & Training Opportunities
As a testament to the thriving regional employment 
market, recent years have seen millions of dollars in 
provincial and federal investment for expanding spaces 
and facilities at Northern Lights College, including the 
recently completed $33 million state-of-the-art trades 
training centre which opened for classes in September 
2018 (see page 30).

Lower Cost of Housing
With an average single family home sale price at $279,087 
and with plenty of new and developing neighbourhoods 
to choose from, it's easy to find the right home at the 
right price to build a life for your family. And with 
consistently stable and growing property values, you'll 
have the confidence that your home investment is a 
secure one (see page 32).

Abundant Opportunities

Photo: NLC Marketing
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Airport

Just 7 minutes from downtown, Dawson Creek’s 
modern airport facilities keep the city and 

surrounding area connected to the world. Central 
Mountain Air provides scheduled flights to Vancouver 
via Prince George. Charter services are also available 
through several airlines.

The comfortable, up-to-date terminal provides secure 
and easy access for arriving and departing aircraft. It 
features free Wi-Fi, free parking, no improvement or 
user fees, and a cafe.

Dawson Creek Regional Airport offers a 5,000 foot 
runway, flight planning, competitive fuel rates, under 
wing camping, hangar and a modern fully operational 
pilots’ lounge without charging General Aviation Fees.

Bailey Helicopters, medevac services, Civil Air Search 
and Rescue Association, freight services, and corporate 
aircraft also make use of the Dawson Creek Regional 
Airport. In addition, the Dawson Creek Flying Club 
offers flight training for the adventurous at heart. 

Highways, Streets & Bridges
Dawson Creek is centrally located in the Peace Region 
and is served by several highways. 

Highway 49 travels east to Spirit River and Falher, Alberta. 
Highway 97 South (John Hart Highway) travels west to 
Chetwynd and then south to Prince George. Highway 97 
North (Alaska Highway) goes north to Fort St John, Fort 
Nelson, and Watson Lake.  Highway 2 travels southeast 
to the Alberta border where it connects to Highway 43 
to Grande Prairie, AB. The Heritage Highway 52 joins 
Tumbler Ridge to Highway 97 South, west of Dawson 
Creek.

Increasing traffic in the region has led the Provincial 
Government to make a long term comittment to see 
Highway 97 twinned to 4 lanes from the Alberta Border 
to Fort St. John, with many sections now complete. 

After a significant rainfall in 2016 event resulted in 
floodwaters of Dawson Creek's namesake stream 
overtaking and damaging the highway's 8th Street 
crossing, the Province committed to constructing a new 
bridge as a replacement for the existing earth-covered 
culvert system. Work is expected to begin in 2019 and 
last two years. The City's 15th Street crossing, destroyed 
during the same rainfall event, was replaced the following 
year by a new bridge. 

City Council also replaced the aging 10th Street crossing 
with a new bridge in recent years. As result, when the 8th 
Street project is complete, all of Dawson Creek's main 
crossings will be have been replaced with modern bridges.

YDQ stats

• 5,000 foot runway
• More than 12,000 passengers per year
• Over 8,000 aircraft movements per year

Transportation Read more at dawsoncreek.ca/transportation
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Quick Facts

Road Transportation
There are many trucking companies operating in and 
around the Dawson Creek area.

Long-combination commercial transport vehicles 
(Super-B) have been allowed to travel into BC from AB 
as far as Dawson Creek.

The City of Dawson Creek operates a municipal 
transit service through BC Transit. The “drop-floor” 
buses provide easy access for seniors and the physically 
disabled.

There are two taxi companies operating within the city 
limits.

Two moving companies have offices within Dawson 
Creek to make moving easy, whether it be into or across 
town.

Railways
Dawson Creek is connected by CN Rail to Fort Nelson 
and to the ports of Prince Rupert and Vancouver for 
freight service. 

Climate
AVERAGE TEMPERATURES

High Low

January -7.2 -19.0

February -3.9 -16.5

March 0.9 -10.9

April 10 -3.1

May 16.4 2.1

June 20.1 6.9

July 22.2 8.9

August 21.5 7.2

September 16.2 3.3

October 9.0 -2.4

November -1.5 -12.2

December -5.3 -16.8

Population
CENSUS YEAR (% CHANGE YEAR TO YEAR)

Municipality 2001 2006 2011 2016

City of Dawson Creek 10,740 10,994 (2.2) 11,583 (5.4) 11,574 (5.3)

Peace River Regional District 55,080 58,264 (5.8) 60,082 (3.1) 62,942 (4.8)

Peace River Area D 5,857 5,749 (-1.8) 5,479 (-4.7) 5,920 (8.0)
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The Dawson Creek Water Cycle

Source, treatment, distribution, sewer, storm, and 
reclamation.

When it comes to water sustainability, Dawson 
Creek has a well-deserved reputation for 

innovative strategies and partnerships with industry.

In recent years, Dawson Creek City Council has been 
investing significant time and resources in enhancing 
and expanding capacities in the key areas of sourcing, 
treating, and distributing water. What really sets Dawson 
Creek apart is the leveraging of reclaimed wastewater 
for generating industrial water sales and maintenance of 
City green spaces.

Tapping the Watershed
Water Treatment & Distribution

City Council has taken steps in recent years to invest in 
the management and expansion of raw water sourcing 
and off-river storage. Major investments in the City's 
water treatment plant as well as in the local distribution 
network will ensure there is an ample supply of safe 
water in the taps for growing residential, commercial, 
and industrial needs for many years to come.

Rains, Drains, and Sewer Mains

Sewer and Storm System

Since 2011, the storm and sewer infrastructure program 
has seen around $8 million invested including a new 
Sanitary Sewer System Master Plan and a $5.7 million 
Sewer Trunk Main to provide for the growing residential 
developments on the north side of town and heavy 
rainfall events. 

Flood Mitigation Planning

In 2018, Council received a Flood Mitigation Plan 
that has provided the City with extensive analysis of 
the issues relating to flooding within the City, as well 
as many action items that will help to protect residents 
and businesses within the City from future flooding 
events.

Winning at Wastewater

Waste Water Reclamation

When a drought during the summer of 2006 led to low 
water levels at the intake weir, City staff and Council 
began brainstorming ideas relating to water sustainability. 
What resulted was a partnership with Shell Canada to 
build a state-of-the-art Reclaimed Water Facility that 
serves to repurpose the city’s wastewater for industrial 
water sales uses as well as for municipal watering and 
irrigation of greenspaces and flowerbeds. Shell utilizes 
the facility to supply their oil and gas operations many 
kilometres away through a purpose-built water pipeline.

The decreased industrial demand on the potable water 
system has allowed Council to adjust the City's Water 
Conservation Measures Bylaw to give more flexibility to 
residential and commercial users in times of drought by 
restricting industrial users from utilizing potable water, 
all while retaining water sales revenue to industrial users 
through the reclaimed facility. 

The water sales have provided significant cash in-flow 
for the maintenance and expansion of the water and 
sewer system throughout the community.

10www.dawsoncreek.ca
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• $18.3M partnership with Shell Canada ($1.7M City portion) for 2011 
construction of reclaimed water facility providing 4,500 m3  / day of water for 
industrial water sales, road and sidewalk washing, and greenspace watering. 
As per the agreement, Shell Canada can access up to 3,400 m3 / day.

Revenues for Reinvestment
•  2017 water and sewer utility revenues expected at approximately $9.5M.
•  2016-2017 water sales agreement with Encana Corp. for the sale of up to 

400,000 m3 at $1.8 / m3 (from wastewater ponds at airport).
•  Nearly 20 reclaimed water sales contracts (spring 2017).

Wastewater Reclamation

Treatment & Distribution
• $6M since 2014 for the construction of two new treated water reservoirs 

(3,800 m3 each) in key and expanding neighbourhoods (with grants from 
federal and provincial governments.)

• $4.6M in 2018 to double capacity of existing Class‐IV Water Treatment Plant 
(with grants from federal and provincial governments.)

• Completion of the Sure Water public consultation process regarding water 
sourcing, security, and stewardship.

• Controlled releases from headwaters at Bearhole Lake proven as e�ective 
drought mitigation measures.

• $8M for 2017 construction of raw water reservoir (1M m3) to bring o�-river 
raw water storage to 270 days of supply.

• Hiring of an additional Watershed Technician to support the Watershed 
Stewardship Program.

• Establishment of partnerships with provincial bodies for the installation of 
two realtime hydrometric stations in the headwaters of the Kiskatinaw 
Watershed to aid in �ood and drought forecasting and timing of Bearhole 
Lake release trials.

Raw Water Source & Storage

• $7.2M for 2015 for construction of new sewer trunk line including 2.4 km of 
600mm HDPE syphon.

• $1M for 2016 sewer main upgrade from 17 Street to Highway 97.
• $1.2M for construction of new pump station and forcemain  at 108th Ave.
•  $4.3M trucked waste facility in partnership with the Peace River Regional 

District.
•  Drainage Master Plan completed in 2017 identifying $34M in potential 

upgrades over a 10 year horizon.

Storms & Sewers

Investing in Water
Recent investments in water infrastructure to ensure sustainable quality, volume, and revenue for reinvestment.
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Labour Market

Opportunities abound in Northeast 
British Columbia with core industries of 

employment being construction, retail trade, 
other private services, food services & drinking 
places, truck transportation and oil and gas 
extraction and its supporting services. For 
many years, the economies of the northeast 
have been diversifying from what was for many 
years, primarily resource and agriculture-based 
economies. Communities in the northeast have 
now matured to where the top five primary 
industries by employment represent less than 
half of the overall jobs in the region.

Boasting the lowest 10-year average 
unemployment rate in British Columbia, the 
northeast also boasts the highest full-time 
employment share (83%) compared to other 
regions in the province.

Furthermore, the 2016 National Census 
found that Dawson Creek showed the highest 
percentage median income growth (32%) 
of all metropolitan areas in British Columbia 
when compared to the previous 2011 census.

Because Dawson Creek is centrally located and 
is serviced by many highways, workers who live 
in Dawson Creek are able to commute to jobs 
in other municipalities such as Tumbler Ridge, 
Chetwynd, Taylor and Fort St John. Many 
rural residents also commute daily into Dawson 
Creek for work.

Labour Market Outlook
Every year, the British Columbia government updates 
their 10-year labour market projections by region and 
publishes B.C.’s Labour Market Outlook through 
WorkBC. Dawson Creek is found in the Northeast region 
of the province which includes Fort St. John, Chetywnd, 
Tumbler Ridge, Fort Nelson and all the communities in 
between.

Highest 10-Year Employment Growth 
Rate in British Columbia

The latest predictions in B.C.’s Labour Market Outlook 
(2018-2028) anticipate that the Northeast will see a 
higher 10-year employment growth rate at 1.4% than 
any other region of the province (up from 1% in 2017’s 
predictions). Significantly, the Construction industry, the 
largest sector of employment, is expected to also be one 
of the fastest growing industries of employment, growing 
25% by 2028 with over 1,500 new positions added (2.2% 
average annual growth).

Highest 10-Year Expansion to Replacement 
Ratio in the British Columbia

As in all other areas of the Canada’s labour market, 
the majority of job openings in the coming years are 
expected to be a result of replacement, when existing 
workers leave the workforce due to retirement, death, or 
disability. However, compared to the rest of the province, 
the Northeast region boasts the highest proportion of 
openings due to expansion (versus replacement) at 42% 
compared to provincial average of 32%.

A Diverse, Growing  
Workforce

Read more at dawsoncreek.ca/workforce
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A Diverse, Growing  
Workforce

Industries with the Most Job Openings: 2018-2028 (Northeast)

INDUSTRY EMPLOYMENT 
(2018)

EMPLOYMENT 
GROWTH RATE 

(AVG. ANNUAL %)
EXPANSION REPLACEMENT JOB 

OPENINGS

Construction 6,380 2.20% 1,570 1,470 3,040

Other retail trade (excluding 
cars and personal care) 3,110 1.60% 550 570 1,120

Repair, personal and  
non-profit services 2,120 1.70% 400 390 790

Oil and gas extraction 1,400 2.00% 310 340 650

Elementary and secondary 
schools 1,910 1.10% 230 410 640

Truck transportation 1,840 0.90% 170 460 630

Food services and drinking 
places 2,130 1.30% 290 260 550

Support activities for mining 
and oil and gas extraction 1,890 0.50% 80 400 480

Wholesale trade 1,370 0.90% 130 290 420

Ambulatory health care 
services 760 2.80% 240 150 390

Source: BC Labour Market Outlook 2018 Edition

Average / Median Income
INDIVIDUALS (population aged 15 years and over) HOUSEHOLDS

Tax Year Average ($) Median ($) Average ($) Median ($)

2005 34,633 26,856 62,253 50,848

2010 40,735 33,490 73,312 58,416

2015 50,079 40,242 90,925 79,061

Source: Statistics Canada
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According to the British Columbia Oil & Gas 
Commission’s 2016-17 Annual Report, nearly 75 

percent of BC’s 1.6 trillion cubic feet of natural gas 
production came from the BC side of the Montney 
Basin that stretches across northwestern Alberta and 
northeastern British Columbia. As reported by the 
Financial Post, according to National Energy Board 
estimates, as a whole, “the basin holds around 449 
trillion cubic feet of marketable natural gas, just under 
half of the country’s total natural gas resources.”

Recent years have seen technology breakthroughs 
that have led to significant improvements in well-
productivity and lower operating costs. This allowed for 
production to increase in 2016 even despite fewer new 
wells being drilled during that year’s world wide energy 
downturn.  Drilling activity, however, skyrocketed in 
2017 with a record number of new wells drilled, with 
over 370 wells rig released. The surge in drilling activity 
lead to a 26 percent increase in overall gas production 
compared to the previous year. At the end of 2017, total 
gas production in the BC’s Montney south of the Peace 
River totalled approximately 2.9 Bcf/d (billion cubic 
feet per day). Encana alone drilled 50 
wells during 2017, while Veresen lead 
processing expansion by completing 
construction of their Tower, Sunrise, 
and Saturn facilities, adding 1 Bcf/d of 
processing capacity. 

LNG Canada FID

Oct 1, 2018 - LNG Canada announces they will proceed with their  
$40 billion Liquified Natural Gas export facility and Coastal Gas Link 
pipeline. 

• Largest private investment in Canadian history
• Will liquify 1.5 to 3.1 Bcf/d of natural gas
• Natural gas to be sourced mainly from Dawson Creek region.

Oil & Gas

A Great Place  
to Invest

Read more at dawsoncreek.ca/oil-gas
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Getting “Super Liquids Rich” in the B.C. 
Montney
The majority of the growth and investment in the 
Montney Basin in the last several years is thanks in 
large part to its “Super Liquids Rich” composition. 
BMO Capital Markets stated back in 2014 that, for 
producers in the area, “the premium value given to 
natural gas condensates (C5+) provided a new driver for 
development and high rates of return.” This and other 
natural gas liquids (such as propane) extracted during 
drilling and processing make for profitable economics 
for operators in the area, even in the face of low natural 
gas commodity prices. As proof of the economics, 
2017 saw producers in the region more than double 
condensate production compared 2016.

Opportunities abound for downstream marketing of 
propane as well with the AltaGas Ridley Island Propane 
Export Terminal and Pembina’s Prince Rupert Export 
Terminal going into production in 2019 and 2020 
respectively. The two facilities will provide over 60,000 
bbl/d of export capacity.

LNG Canada
On October 1, 2018, the largest private investment in 
Canadian history was announced by LNG Canada in 
their committment to build their $40 billion Liquified 
Natural Gas export terminal. Included in the project is 
the Coastal Gas Link pipeline that will transport the 
gas required by the facility from the Dawson Creek 
region in northeast B.C. to the LNG export terminal in 
Kitimat on B.C.'s north coast. The facility will liquify 
between 1.5 and 3.1 Bcf/d of gas, largely sourced from 
the area surrounding Dawson Creek. With current 
production capacity in the region at 2.9 Bcf/d, the 
positive investment decision is sure to result in a further 
surge in exploration, processing, and transportation 
capacity for the region. And with world demand for 
LNG predicted to outpace supply within a decade, a 
further deluge of economic activity for Dawson Creek is 
more likely than ever.

With each well drilled, gas plant commissioned, and 
compressor station built, long-term, well-paying jobs are 
secured for local service, transportation, construction, 
and hospitality industries.  And it’s these industries, 
along with the rest of the spin-off economic activity, 
that are sure to keep Dawson Creek thriving and vibrant 
for decades to come.

Sources: BMO Capital Markets, naturalgasintel.com, 
The Financial Post, Northwest Institute for Bioregional 
Research
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The City of Dawson Creek is at the forefront of 
the renewable energy sector being featured as a 

spotlight community on David Dodge’s Green Energy 
Futures. 

Bear Mountain Wind Park Partnership
As its first major project, locally owned Peace Energy 
Co-operative partnered with Aeolis Wind Power 
Corporation and AltaGas to form the Bear Mountain 
Wind Limited Partnership. The 102 megawatt, $200 
million project, located near Dawson Creek, was the 
first fully operational wind park in British Columbia.

Grid-Tie Solar Projects
Peace Energy Cooperative was western Canada’s first 
renewable energy cooperative, incorporated in 2003. 
Now with over 500 members, the cooperative is focused 
on designing, supplying and installing solar power 
systems for homeowners, businesses and municipalities 
across northern BC, and has recently completed some of 
the largest grid-tied solar arrays in the province. Besides 
generating profits for its member-investors, education 
and training are priorities for Peace Energy Cooperative, 
holding frequent public seminars promoting solar 
energy, electric vehicles and climate change solutions.

Hydroelectricity
The Peace Region is an important source of electricity 
for British Columbia generating nearly 30% of its power 
through two of BC Hydro's generating stations on the 
Peace River, the largest of which is the G.M. Shrum 
station at the W.A.C. Bennett Dam. Construction has 
begun on a third generating station on the Peace, known 
as Site C. 

Due to rapidly growing industrial demand in the 
South Peace Region, the past few years have seen 
significant planning and construction of major electricity 
infrastructure projects including the construction of 
the $296 million 230-kilovolt DCAT (Dawson Creek-
Chetwynd Area Transmission) line. The project allowed 
BC Hydro to double the energy they bring in to the 
region. 

Even with the increased capacity, continued rapid growth 
lead to BC Hydro announcing another major expansion 
project. The Peace Region Electricity Supply (PRES) 
transmission line, when constructed will connect the 
Site C Dam currently under construction with the large 
industrial customers processing natural gas and liquids in 
the Groundbirch area west of Dawson Creek. The project 
will consist of two parallel 230 kilovolt power lines and is 
currently under construction. “PRES will help to ensure 
that we can reliably provide electricity to our industrial 
customers who want to power their facilities with clean 
energy.” (bchydro.com)

Renewable Energy
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Read more at dawsoncreek.ca/renewable-energy
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There are four wood product manufacturing 
operations in the South Peace. 

Louisiana-Pacific Dawson Creek plant has been producing 
Oriented Strand Board since 1987. In 2017, LP began 
a $161 million project to convert the plant located on 
Dawson Creek's western edge to produce SmartSide Lap 
Siding. The company celebrated their grand re-opening 
of the converted plant in August of 2019.

West Fraser and Canfor both operate sawmills in 
Chetwynd. West Fraser’s mill also includes a bio energy 
facility and Canfor’s has a pellet plant as part of the 
operation. Paper Excellence owns Chetwynd Mechanical 
Pulp Inc., which is part of a taxation sharing agreement 
between Chetwynd and Dawson Creek. There are also 
a number of independent custom sawmill operators in 
the area.

The majority of timber processed at local mills comes 
from the Dawson Creek Timber Supply Area. The 
current Annual Allowable Cut, which took effect 
October 30, 2014 is 1.86 million cubic metres, of which 
a maximum of 978,000 cubic metres is attributable to 
conifers.

Harvesting of the forest resource is undertaken by both 
company and contract loggers. Many of those that are 
employed in the industry are local residents. The active 
logging season generally runs from July through March. 
Opportunities exist in small diameter pine harvesting 
and processing, remanufactured products, engineered 
wood products, panelboards, furniture and housing 
products.

B.C. Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource 
Operations and Rural Development: 
www.gov.bc.ca/for

Dawson Creek Timber Supply Area:
www.dawsoncreek.ca/timbersupplyarea (forwarder)

Forestry

Mining

For decades, the Peace Region mining industry 
centered in Tumbler Ridge has been a major 

economic driver. With the rise and fall of commodity 
prices over the years, the communities in proximity to 
the mines have had to weather the boom and bust cycle 
that comes with the mining industry. After several years 
of low commodity prices, several mines had idled back 
or closed operations. However, 2016 saw a surge in 
coal prices, particularly in Metallurgical coal, which led 
to the restart of mines in the area. In the fall of 2016, 
Conuma Coal reopened the Brule Mine adding 170 jobs 
to the area. The company also opened the Wolverine 
Mine and began producing coal in 2017, providing an 
additional 220 jobs to the local economy. Then in July 
2018, Conuma Coal opened their 3rd mine in as many 
years in the Peace Region, adding yet another 190 jobs.

In July 2019, Conuma applied to the Environmental 
Assessment Office to open an additional mine near their 
current Wolverine operation. The additional Hermann 
Mine project is expected to extend the employment of 
up to 300 existing Wolverine Mine positions.

Environmental Assessments are currently ongoing for 
other proposed mines that, if approved, would add 
millions more metric tonnes of production annually to 
the Tumbler Ridge and Chetwynd areas.

Read more at dawsoncreek.ca/mining

Read more at dawsoncreek.ca/forestry
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Travel Tourism

Visit the stone cairn that marks the actual beginning 
of the Alaska Highway.  Stop at the Northern 

Alberta Railways Park where you’ll find the historic 
Railway Station Museum and Visitor Centre.  The 
museum, housed in the original 1931 railway station, 
features an extensive collection of highway memorabilia, 
pioneer artifacts and wildlife displays. Also in the Park 
is the Art Gallery, located in a renovated grain elevator.

Go on your own for a downtown stroll with our self-
guided historic walking tour and stop in at the Alaska 
Highway House located next to the Mile Zero Post, a 
popular place to have your picture taken.

Dawson Creek has many core 
attractions to entice visitors to the area.  
The area surrounding Dawson Creek 
contains some exceptional scenery and 
is home to a variety of wildlife.

Outdoor enthusiasts have a choice 
of adventure sports, ecotourism and 
backcountry experiences to enjoy.  
Opportunities are present for agri-
tourism, circle tours, backcountry 
lodges and expansion of skiing, boating 
and other activities.

In a survey of travelers to Northeast 
BC, visitors were motivated to take 
this journey by the idea of seeing 
wildlife and wild landscapes, visiting 
places they had never been before 
or taking a journey they had heard 
about and always wanted to take.  At 
least 60% of travelers said these three 
motivations were very important in 
their decision to take their trip to the 
North.  Opportunities to enjoy outdoor 
activities or travel in places where they 
felt safe were also important motivators.

Visit www.tourismdawsoncreek.com 
for more information.

Economic Impact
Dawson Creek’s historic location at Mile 0 of the 
Alaska Highway and the hub of four major driving 
routes provides economic benefits for our city from  
the approximate 146,000 travellers that stay here and 
contribute close to $55 million to the local economy 
each year. Money is spent in local businesses on 
transportation, accommodation, fuel, groceries, 
restaurants, shopping, entertainment, attractions and 
various other goods and services.

Tourism Dawson Creek, operated by Spectra 
Venue Management, facilitates and coordinates the 

development and promotion of 
tourism within the City of Dawson 
Creek by creating year-round, 
memorable visitor experiences.

Our Visitors – Who They Are
Results of a Visitor Research Project in 
Dawson Creek carried out jointly by 
Tourism Dawson Creek and Tourism 
BC showed that 49% of people who 
travel to Dawson Creek are Canadian 
and out of this, 69% are from British 
Columbia or Alberta. At 45% of total 
visitors, the next largest group visiting 
the city is from the United States of 
America.

For both Canadian and American 
visitors, 53% were over the age of 55 
and 83% listed leisure as the purpose of 
their trip. 50% of these leisure visitors 
were noted to be in self-contained 
vehicles (RVs, 5th wheels) and stay 
in RV parks and campgrounds, while 
46% come in vehicles and use motels 
and hotels. 90% of Americans that 
visit Dawson Creek are traveling to 
Alaska leaving most of the 10% of 
travelers to be Alaskans going south.

Tourism

Traveler Origin

BC and Alberta account for 
69% of Canadian visitors to 
Dawson Creek.

Canada 49%

BC 20%
Alberta 14%
Ontario 7%
Other Canada 7%
Yukon 2%

United States 45%

Alaska 10%
Pacific 8%
Mid-West 9%
South 10%
New England 3%

Overseas 6%

Europe 5%
Asia Pacific 1%
Other <1%

Read more at dawsoncreek.ca/tourism
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Event & Sport Tourism
In recent years, Dawson Creek has been rapidly becoming 
an event and sports tourism hotspot with many world-class 
events, conferences and competitions taking place in the 
City.

To quantify the value to the local economy, City Council 
commissioned the Canadian Sport Tourism Alliance to 
complete an economic impact analysis of 4 events that 
took place in 2017. 

Several key figures were gleaned from the study:

• Initial expenditures $6.5M
• Visitor spending attributable to events $2.8M
• Local jobs supported by events 46
• Wages and salaries supported locally $2.5M
• Total boost to provincial GDP $5.5M
• Taxes supported across Canada $1.5M
• Out of town visitors in Dawson Creek 11,448
• Overall economic activity in B.C. $10.2M
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Agriculture Sector

Agriculture continues to be of major importance in 
the Dawson Creek economy. Thanks to Dawson 

Creek's central location in the Peace Region, it is 
naturally the service and sales centre for the agriculture 
community. There are more businesses in the City that 
directly service the agricultural community than any 
other single industry. That’s no wonder: with close to 2.5 
million acres in production, 
the Peace Region is the largest 
agricultural region in British 
Columbia and home to some 
1,800 farms, producing well 
over $100 million worth of 
product annually.

Farms in the Peace Region 
enjoy the dual advantages of 
low land prices and low cost 
of production. As well, the 
area surrounding Dawson 
Creek has excellent growing 
conditions and proximity to 
west coast grain terminals 
is also a significant cost 
advantage.

Grain & Seed Crops
The dominant annual crops 
have been the traditional 
prairie crops: wheat, oats, 
barley, and canola. Almost 
90% of BC’s grain and 95% 

of BC’s canola are produced in the Peace, as well as 90% 
of the dry field peas and 95% of forage seeds.

The Peace Region is a prime area for producing 
exceptional quality grass seeds. As one of Canada’s most 
northern farming regions, we benefit from long daylight 
hours during the summer, allowing for the production of 

crops that require a high number 
of growing degree days.

Generally favourable rainfall 
conditions make this region less 
prone to prolonged droughts 
often seen elsewhere on the 
prairies. In fact, unfavourable 
conditions in other areas have 
increased the value of local 
forage and cereal grains. Lower 
temperatures in winter greatly 
reduce insect populations, thus 
limiting the need for pesticides.

Livestock
Abundance of space and quality 
feed have recently boosted both 
the hog and the traditional beef 
cattle industries, with cow/
calf production now the largest 
in BC. Livestock production 
also includes dairy cattle, 
sheep, goats, and horses, with a 
growing diversification into game 

Agricultural Groups

• Dawson Creek Exhibition Association      
(Agricultural Fair, Rodeo & Exhibition) 

• BC Grain Producers Association
• BC South Peace River  

Stockmen’s Association 
• Certified Organic Associations of BC
• Peace Region Forage Seed Association
• Peace River Forage Association of BC
• Northern Cohort
• South Peace Feeder Cooperative
• South Peace BC Bred  

Heifer Cooperative Association
• Sweetwater Parkland Farmers Institute 

Ministry of Agriculture 
1201 103rd Avenue 
Dawson Creek BC  V1G 4J2 
Toll Free: 1-877-772-2200 
Tel: 250 784 2601  Fax: 250 784-2299

Production Insurance 
Toll Free: 1-877-772-2200 
Tel: 250 784-2236 Fax: 250 784-2299

Read more at dawsoncreek.ca/agriculture
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farming of bison as well as exotic livestock including 
llama, alpaca, fox, ostrich, emu and wild boar. Areas 
of potential growth and further diversification include 
livestock finishing, dairy and eggs and expanded game 
farming.

Lawrence Meat Packing, a provincially inspected 
slaughter facility in the region, is located in Dawson 
Creek. There are also poultry processing plants at the 
South Peace and Peace View Colonies. The South Peace 
Colony is also a proud producer of 100% BC beef. 

Honey
The long summer days are 
also a benefit to the region’s 
beekeepers, producing as 
much as three times more 
honey per hive than elsewhere 
in the province. The Peace 
Region accounts for 30% of 
the provincial honey crop. 
Peace honey is renowned for its 
exceptional flavour.

Organic
The pristine environment in 
the Peace makes it very suitable 
for taking advantage of North 
America’s growing interest 
in organic crops. A growing 
number of farms across the 
Peace bio region are now 
producing certified organic 
beef, bison, poultry, hogs, eggs, 

wheat, barley, herbs, hay, oil seeds, peas, as well as table 
and seed potatoes, with more than 50,000 acres in the 
organic certification program already. 

BC Grain Producers Research Facility
One goal of the BC Grain Producers Association 
(BCGPA) is to improve the viability of the grains and 
oilseed industry in the BC Peace River region. The BC 
Grain Producers Association have been conducting 
field crop research in the area for over twenty years and 
opened a research facility in Dawson Creek in 2009 

providing researchers with 
access to offices, a spacious 
warehouse and labs. 

Current field research studies 
the potential of crops new 
to the region and ways to 
improve yield and maturity 
for existing commodity crops. 
Such work involves partnering 
with a dozen public and 
private plant breeders across 
Canada. With this new high-
quality research facility, the 
BCGPA can continue to carry 
out important research for the 
betterment of agriculture in the 
Peace Region.

Types of Livestock Production  
in the Peace Region

• Beef
• Dairy
• Llama & Alpaca
• Sheep/Lambs
• Goats

• Game Farming
• Horses
• Hogs
• Bison

Types of Crops & Food Grown in 
the Peace Region
• Wheat
• Oats
• Barley
• Canola
• Fescue
• Alfalfa
• Forage

• Rye
• Field Peas
• Berries
• Greenhouse 

Products
• Field Vegetables
• Fruit
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Building Permits

YEAR RESIDENTIAL
$millions (#)

DWELLING 
UNITS 

CREATED

COMMERCIAL
$millions (#)

INDUSTRIAL
$millions (#)

INSTITUTIONAL
$millions (#)

GOVERNMENT
$millions (#)

TOTAL 
$millions 

(#)

2013 26.69 (111) 243 15.60 (20) 11.09 (9) .93 (2) 1.10 (4) 55.42 (146)

2014 36.90 (155) 289 10.21(18) 3.98 (9) 1.10 (2) 4.66 (4) 56.86 (188)

2015 15.93 (75) 74 9.75 (17) 3.75 (9) .36 (4) .56 (2) 30.37 (107)

2016 2.87 (31) 9 8.64 (13) 3.36 (7) 24.57 (6) .61 (5) 40.07 (62)

2017 4.12 (39) 18 5.39 (15) 8.68 (6) 4.48 (4) 5.27 (2) 27.96 (66)

2018 8.90 (44) 37 13.12 (17) 8.63 (11) 3.13 (4) .71 (3) 34.52 (79)

Change in Total Assessment Roll Values: Dawson Creek
PROPERTY CLASS 2016 REVISED 2017 REVISED 2018 REVISED 2019 REVISED

All Classifications $1,740,390,421 $1,736,377,748 $1,724,737,989 $1,747,777,264

Residential $1,240,256,300 $1,222,834,800 $1,219,727,700 $1,229,877,300

Non-Residential $500,134,121 $513,542,948 $505,010,289 $517,899,964

Development

Housing Construction

 
2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3

Starts  9  28 19 27 1 2 5 2 0 6 3 8 0 17 10 5 1 5 2

Under 
construction  61 60 52 47 28 15 10 7 2 7 5 12 4 18 25 26 21 23 23

Completions 165  29 27 32 20 15 10 5 5 1 5 1 8 3 3 4 6 3 2
Source: Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation

Photo: NLC Marketing

Read more at dawsoncreek.ca/development-statistics
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Major Projects (Construction Started & Completed – Northeast Region) 
PROJECT NAME DEVELOPER MUNICIPALITY EST. COST 

(millions) COMPLETION DATE

  = Completed 

Renewable

Moose Lake Wind Project Moose Lake Wind LP Tumbler Ridge 45 2019-Q3

Septimus Creek Wind Power Project Zero Emission Energy 
Developments Inc. Taylor 45 2019-Q1

Transportation

Highway 97 Bridge Replacements
BC Ministry of 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure

Chetwynd 27 2019-Q3

Oil & Gas – Pipelines

Coastal GasLink Pipeline Project Coastal Gaslink Pipeline Ltd. Dawson Creek 6,200 2023-Q4

High Pine Expansion Project Enbridge Inc. Chetwynd 2018-Q3 

Jackfish Lake Expansion Project Enbridge Inc. Taylor 2018-Q3

Towerbirch Expansion Project NOVA Gas Transmission Ltd. Dawson Creek 439 2018-Q4

Wyndwood Pipeline Looping Project Enbridge Inc. Chetwynd 170 2019-Q1

Oil & Gas – Plants, Stations, Hubs

North Pine Liquids Facility AltaGas Ltd. Fort St. John 100 2019-Q1

Regional LNG Plant AltaGas Ltd. Dawson Creek 2018-Q1

Saturn Compressor Facility Expansion Cutbank Ridge Partnership Dawson Creek 930 2018-Q4

Utilities

Fort St. John and Taylor Electric Supply BC Hydro Fort St. John 53 2020-Q4

G.M. Shrum G1-G10 Control System Upgrade BC Hydro Hudson's Hope 75 2022-Q2

G.M. Shrum Spillway Gate Upgrade Project BC Hydro Hudson's Hope 48 2020-Q1

Peace Region Electricity Supply Project BC Hydro North Peace 285 2021-Q4

Peace Region Load Shedding RAS BC Hydro Dawson Creek 26 2018-Q1

Site C Project BC Hydro Fort St. John 10,700 2024-Q4

W.A.C. Bennett Dam Riprap Upgrade Project BC Hydro Hudson's Hope 170 2018-Q2

Institutional

Margaret Ma Murray Community School 
(Northwest Elementary) School District 60 Fort St. John 27 2018-Q3

North East Elementary School School District 60 Fort St. John 31 2020-Q4

Trades Training Facility Northern Lights College Dawson Creek 34 2018-Q3

Other

The Station Town Centre G8 Properties Fort St. John 500 2023-Q4

NOTE: Only completed projects finished in the current and previous calendar year are included here.
Source: B.C. Major Projects Inventory (Government of British Columbia)

Photo: NLC Marketing
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South Peace Community Multiplex 

The South Peace Community Multiplex is home to 
the Kenn Borek Aquatic Centre, the Encana Events 

Centre, and the Lakota Agriplex. 

The Multiplex also houses:
• Meeting facilities able to accommodate banquets
• Concession and food services area to serve  

the entire Multiplex
• Children’s play space
• Potential for lease/retail opportunities
• Climbing wall and boulder
• Indoor walking track
• 46' high climbing wall

Encana Events Centre
The Encana Events Centre is capable of hosting 
everything from big name entertainment to equestrian 
events to indoor sports like soccer and motorbike races. 
It has a seating capacity of 6500 (4500 permanent and 
2000 moveable). The Centre has a 110’ x 230’ interior 
event space. Spectra Venue Management is the operator 
of this facility.
www.dawsoncreekeventscentre.com

Lakota Agriplex
The Lakota Agriplex provides an opportunity to 
showcase the region’s agricultural roots with a 100’ x 
240’ indoor riding arena, 110 indoor stalls, 76 tack 
lockers, and a complete wash and grooming area. There 
are a variety of events hosted at the facility throughout 
the year. Furthermore, users have the option of stabling 
their horses in the facility, and utilizing the riding arena 
as part of an annual pass or on a drop-in basis.
lakota-agriplex.ca

Kenn Borek Aquatic Centre
The Kenn Borek Aquatic Centre features an 8-lane 25m 
competition pool, a therapeutic leisure pool, tot’s pool 
and hot tub. Additional amenities include diving boards, 
a waterslide, sauna, steam room and more. The Aquatic 
Centre offers public swim, lane swimming, classes 
(swim lessons, fitness classes), leadership development 
(Lifeguard, Swim Instructor and First Aid courses) as 
well as specialty classes. For more information, visit the 
Kenn Borek Aquatic Centre or call 250-782-SWIM 
(7946). 

Arts, Culture, Recreation

A Great Place to Live

Read more at dawsoncreek.ca/recreation-culture
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Dawson Creek Art Gallery 
The Dawson Creek Art Gallery is housed in a renovated 
annex of a prairie elevator. 

The Art Gallery was moved into the elevator in 1983 and 
in 1984 won the Heritage of Canada Foundation Award 
of Merit. In 2014, it was the northern winner of the 
Architecture Foundation of BC’s best building contest. 
The Gallery’s ramp system along the walls of the annex 
accommodates 200 linear feet of hanging space.

The Art Gallery produces about 10 exhibitions per year. 
The year round schedule includes provincial, national, and 
international touring shows as well as exhibits featuring 
local artists.

The top floor above the exhibition area is the Bin Top 
Studio. It is used for meetings, workshops and art classes. 
Summer programs for children as well as year round 
classes for adults and seniors are provided.

Unchagah Hall
Unchagah Hall is a 630-seat performing arts theatre with 
world-class acoustics. Throughout the year, the auditorium 
hosts numerous musical, dance, and drama presentations 
from both local and touring artists. In 2019, Unchagah 
Hall is undergoing a $500,000 renovation to modernize 
the seating and improve access for students and visitors 
with mobility issues.

The Calvin Kruk Centre for the Arts
The Calvin Kruk Centre for the Arts is one of Dawson 
Creek’s busiest facilities, and is situated in the downtown 
core near schools and shopping opportunities.

The Calvin Kruk Centre for the Arts officially opened 
in September 2014 after a full renovation of the historic 
former post office building in downtown Dawson Creek. 
The 42,000 square foot heritage building was converted 
into a community and cultural centre, now operated by 
the Kiwanis Performing Arts Centre. The facility features 
the South Peace Historical Society Archives, Kiwanis 
Child Care Centre, a multipurpose theatre space, meeting 
rooms, dance and textile studios and administrative 
offices.

The old post office building was  rejuvenated to utilize 
state of the art green technology.

Municipal Public Library
A collection of over 60,000 items of popular fiction, 
newspapers, magazines, children’s titles, and reference 
books makes the Dawson Creek Public Library a source 
of pride for the whole community.

The recently renovated library offers programs for all ages, 
hosts authors and displays timely and seasonal materials.

Popular children’s programs include Preschool Storytimes, 
Toddler Tales, and Babies and Books for children and 
their caregivers. An outreach service for patrons who 
cannot travel to the library is also available.

Computer stations are available to the public with 
access to the Internet, word processing software, and 
many children’s multimedia programs. For those who 
are interested in local history, the Calverley Collection 
contains a wealth of information on Dawson Creek and 
northeastern British Columbia.

For more information, visit  
dawsoncreek.bc.libraries.coop
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Theatre Community
There are several performing groups 
in Dawson Creek who are active 
throughout the year. These local 
groups perform a variety of plays, skits 
and dinner theatre.

Dawson Creek  
Exhibition & Stampede
With its roots in its  nearly 100 years 
of agricultural history, every August 
Dawson Creek hosts the Dawson Creek 
Exhibition & Stampede. The Canadian 
Professional Rodeo Association and 
World Professional Chuckwagon 
Association bring their fast-paced action 
to the community. Families can spend 
hours enjoying the rides and games of 
the midway when they are not busy 
enjoying great food, great music, and 
browsing the many indoor and outdoor 
exhibits throughout the grounds, 
capped off with nightly fireworks. Find 
out more at dawsoncreekfair.com

Photo: Tawnya Schulz
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Skating and Curling Arenas

Memorial & Kin Arenas
The Memorial and Kin Arenas offer winter and spring 
seasonal sports as well as special events year round. 
During the ice season, Learn to Skate programs, Public 
Skating and drop-in hockey is on the schedule (along 
with skate and helmet rentals when needed), while drop 
in sports, such as dodgeball, run during the spring.The 
arenas provide the perfect space for non-profit events, 
sport tournaments, conferences, meetings, weddings and 
reunions, with a variety of on-site amenities available for 
use (chairs, tables and a stage).

For more information on arena rental rates and 
policies, contact Dawson Creek Community Services at  
(250) 784-3604 or go to our arenas page. 
www.dawsoncreek.ca/arenas

Arenas at 
a glance

Kin Arena

1101 – 106 Ave.

Memorial Arena

1107 – 106 Ave.
Floor Seating: 600 people max 600 people max
Bleacher 
Seating:

343 people max 1,547 people max

Meeting Room 
Capacity:

100 people max 20 people max

Mezzanine 
Capacity:

N/A 47 people max

Total Building 
Capacity

1,000 people max 2,147 people*

*During the ice season, restrictions apply to total 
  building capacity

Curling Rink
An 8-sheet full service curling facility, located at 1113 
– 106 Avenue, the Dawson Creek Curling Club offers 
sporting opportunities for all ages. The curling rink 
is home to weekly league play and hosts a number of 
bonspiels and championships throughout the October 
– April curling season.

The curling club also operates as a community and 
banquet centre with fully catered food and beverage 
services.   The lounge, functionally seating 20-200 
persons, is available year-round for events such as 
parties, weddings, fundraisers, meetings and seminars.  
For larger weddings, gatherings and community events, 
from April 1 - September 30, the facility additionally 
offers full banquet service, with seating capacity to 880, 
on its 10,000 sq. ft. cement ice pad surface.

For more information contact (250) 782-4080 or go to 
www.dccurling.ca.

Parks & Playgrounds
Dawson Creek boasts many parks, playgrounds, walking 
trails, soccer pitches and baseball/softfball diamonds, 
most providing picnic tables for the afternoon snack or 
family lunch at the park.

Residents and visitors can also take advantage of the 
skateboard park, a disc golf course, outdoor fitness 
facilities, tennis courts, horseshoe pits, and the Mile 
Zero Park splash park.

The Dawson Trail paved walking path follows the City's 
namesake stream in a park setting from one end of the 
community to the other.
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Bear Mountain Nordic Ski 
Association
The Bear Mountain Nordic Ski 
Association is a volunteer-driven 
non-profit recreational association 
that exists to provide access, 
facilities and opportunities for all 
ages to learn and experience the 
sport of cross country skiing in the 
South Peace Region.  

The cross-country ski trails are 
located less than 15 minutes away on 
the Radar Lake Road. They are also 
available for all-season use including 
hiking, cross-country running, 
wildlife-viewing, mountain biking, 
horseback riding, orienteering, 
outdoor environmental studies and 
similar non-motorized recreational 
activities.

For more information about 
the nordic ski association, go 
to nordicski.ca

Bear Mountain Ski Hill
Opened in 1959, the Bear 
Mountain Ski Hill has been a 
mainstay of the Dawson Creek 
recreational landscape for over five 
decades. 

The ski hill, a short 5 minute 
drive from Dawson Creek, offers 
outdoor fun for the whole family at 
reasonable rates. The hill operates 
a T-bar lift, has snow making 
abilities, offers night skiing and has 
a restaurant and lounge. There are 
many different events happening 
during the ski season and the chalet 
is available for rent as well.

For more information about the ski 
hill, go to bearmtnskihill.com

Dawson Creek Golf & 
Country Club
The Dawson Creek Golf & 
Country Club is located on the 
World Famous Alaska Highway, 
only a few minutes drive from 
the downtown core. They offer 
seasonal 18 hole golf to the public, 
as well as opportunities to attend 
events, and rent the club house for 
private parties including weddings, 
Christmas parties, reunions and 
more! 

Membership packages, lessons, 
driving range – it’s all there for your 
enjoyment!

To  learn  more, go to  
www.dawsoncreekgolfclub.ca or 
phone (250) 782-7882.
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Education

Dawson Creek is proud of our education system and 
facilities. Within the Dawson Creek public school 

system there are several elementary schools, a middle 
school and a secondary school inside municipal limits. 
Outside city limits several elementary schools serve the 
rural areas surrounding Dawson Creek. Private schools 
in the Dawson Creek area consist of one elementary 
school and two K-12 schools. The Northern Lights 
College Dawson Creek campus provides academic and 
technical training to students from throughout the area.

Dawson Creek Public Schools
Peace River South (SD #59) is a progressive school 
district that serves Dawson Creek and its surrounding 
rural areas as well as the communities of Chetwynd and 
Tumbler Ridge. The administration offices are located 
in Dawson Creek.  K-12 programming is offered at 
20 schools with an approximate enrolment of 3,600 
students.

Partnerships with industry and Northern Lights College 
(NLC) enable the District to offer careers and trades 
education to students K-12. Dual credit options in 
trades and technical programs are offered in partnership 
with NLC.

Students at all levels have the opportunity to participate 
in outdoor and experiential learning activities in 
a wilderness setting at the Pat O’Reilly Outdoor/
Environmental Studies Centre located at Gwillim Lake.

Northern Lights College
Northern Lights College (NLC) is ‘B.C.’s Energy 
College’, in northeast British Columbia, covering an 
area of more than 324,000 square kilometres. NLC 
has three provincially-designated Centres of Training 
Excellence: the B.C. Centre of Training Excellence 
in Oil and Gas that includes a full-sized oil rig and 
simulated wellsite on the Fort St. John Campus; the 
Centre of Clean Energy Technology or “Energy House” 
with LEED Platinum certification; and the Centre of 
Excellence in Aerospace, a 26,000 square foot hangar on 
the Dawson Creek Campus that houses a diverse range 
of aircraft and helicopters.

At NLC, students have a number of options, depending 
on their chosen career paths. Students can earn a one-
year certificate, a two-year diploma or associate degree 
or complete upgrading courses to get their high school 
diploma. Associate degrees can be used to transfer to the 
third year of degree programs at provincial universities. 
The South Peace Campus located in Dawson Creek 
also provides dual credit programs to local high school 
students.

In August 2016, construction of a $33 million state-
of-the-art facility was announced that expanded the 
existing Energy House and Campus Centre buildings 
to create new training spaces for the welding, carpentry 
and wind turbine maintenance programs. The project 
was funded by contributions from the federal ($14.57 
million) and provincial ($14.57 million) governments, 

Read more at dawsoncreek.ca/education
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with the remaining $3.39 million coming from 
Northern Lights College and industry partners including 
Canbriam Energy Inc., Encana Corp., Shell Canada 
and TransCanada Ltd. The new building supports 
the Foundation Trades program at NLC, which has 
enrolment intakes in September and February.

Furthermore, in October 2016, $1.9 million in funding 
was announced by the provincial government for the 
creation of 639 new seats in the trades and apprenticeship 
programs.

For information on NLC or any of its programs, check 
the website at www.nlc.bc.ca

University of Northern British Columbia
The University of Northern British Columbia provides 
educational opportunities in Dawson Creek and area 
via their Peace River-Liard Campus (located in Fort St. 
John) as well as in conjunction with Northern Lights 
College. 

For more information about courses and programs 
available out of the Peace River-Liard Campus, visit 
www.unbc.ca/peace-river-liard

Peace River-Liard Programs and Courses

Undergraduate Programs
• Bachelor of Social Work

Graduate Programs
• Master of Social Work
• Master of Education 

• Counselling Specialization
• Multidisciplinary Leadership Specialization
• Special Education Specialization
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Dawson Creek has an outstanding selection of 
housing and is one of the most affordable cities in 

the province whether buying, renting or building.

Prices for lots and finished homes are low compared with 
most areas in BC.  Both newer subdivisions and older 
mature neighbourhoods offer comfortable surroundings 
close to schools and retail outlets.

New subdivisions include Crescent View, Manor 
Heights, Harbour Park, Sunset Ridge, Harvest View, 
Country Hills Estates, and the Woodlands. 

Property Values
While property values in Dawson Creek have been rising 
consistently over the last several decades, recent years 
have seen property values in Dawson Creek  relatively 
plateau due in large part to a world-wide oil and gas 
industry slow-down. In 2017 and 2018 assessments 
saw very minor decreases in average value. But in 2019, 
while other communities in the region continued to 
drop, Dawson Creek's average single family home saw 
a slight increase thanks to the diverse and resilient local 
economy.

Housing

Apartment Rentals: October 2018
DAWSON CREEK APARTMENT RENTALS

Bachelor 2 Bdrm 3 Bdrm + Total

Units 66 554 143 1,242

Vacancy 6.6% 8.2% 7.7% 8.5%

Avg Rent $644 $853 $1,097 $993 
 (avg)

Source: Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation

Read more at dawsoncreek.ca/housing

AVERAGE SALE PRICE OF A SINGLE FAMILY HOME

 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Chetwynd  $253,880  $276,739  $298,316 $266,073 $236,842

Dawson Creek $279,445 $283,291 $264,648 $282,679 $279,087

Fort St. John $418,646  $425,083 $405,203 $391,003 $366,129

Tumbler Ridge $218,063 $125,800 $129,998 $98,559 $138,926

Sources: South Okanagan Real Estate Board; BC Northern Real Estate Board
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Curbside Garbage & Recycling
Most homes in Dawson Creek receive 
weekly curbside waste collection 
service.

Schedule

Garbage pick-up service is weekly, 
on the same day of the week.

Recycling pick-up service is bi-weekly, 
on the same day as garbage service.

Garbage Cart

Homes with curbside service have one 180-litre cart 
with a black lid for garbage. This cart is placed curbside 
every week for collection.

Recycling Cart

Homes with curbside service have one 360-litre cart 
with a blue lid for recycling. This cart is placed curbside 
every other week for collection.

Hard plastic
containers

Newspaper
& magazines

Household &
office paper

Gable top &
aseptic cartons

Foil & metal
containers

Soft cover &
phone books

Non-hazardous
aerosol cans

Drink cups
& lids

Cardboard boxes 
& boxboard

NO plastic bags
& soft plastic

NO glass bottles
& jars

NO foam 
packaging
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Public Services
Dawson Creek & District Hospital

Originally operated as St. Joseph’s Hospital by the 
Sisters of Providence, the Dawson Creek and 

District Hospital has evolved into a community hospital.

There are 31 acute care beds (15 medical, 10 surgical, 3 
higher level of care, and 3 obstetric) as well as a 15 bed 
regional psychiatric ward.

The facility houses a full diagnostic and treatment centre 
for local and regional services. There is a complete range 
of in-patient services in medicine, surgery, obstetrics, 
psychiatry and rehabilitative medicine.

Also available is a wide range of out-patient services, 
including day surgery, 24/7 emergency room, 
x-ray, ultrasound, CT scan and laboratory services. 
Physiotherapy, occupational, respiratory therapy, and 
oncology services are also offered.

Specialists such as audiologists, dermatologists, 
dental surgeons, urologists, ophthalmologists,  
otolaryngologists, prosthodonists,  rheumatologists, 
and paediatricians regularly visit the area. Referrals to 
physicians/specialists in other urban centres are done on 
an as needed basis.

Currently there are 23 family doctors, 2 orthopedic 
surgeons, one radiologist, two psychiatrists, one general 
surgeon and one internist practicing in Dawson Creek. 
Typically, families moving to Dawson Creek are able to 
quickly finding a family doctor. Dawson Creek also has 
2 walk-in clinics serving those the community.

The Dawson Creek & District Hospital Foundation 
focuses on fundraising for capital equipment purchases.  
Volunteer opportunities abound in this non-profit, 
charitable organization. Through many different 
activities, the Foundation has been able to donate several 
pieces of equipment not otherwise available.

The Women’s Hospital Auxiliary operate the hospital 
gift shop and focus on patient comfort and care.

On July 4, 2018 the Provincial Government announced 
the approval of the concept plan for a major overhaul 
and expansion of the hospital. The project is currently 
in Business Planning phase to finalize scope and budget. 
Shovels are expected to be in the ground in early 2021.

Dawson Creek Health Unit

The Peace River Health Unit is located in Dawson 
Creek. Public health services include:

• Public Health Nursing
• Infant hearing testing
• Dental
• Nutrition
• Licensing
• Long Term Care
• Home Nursing Care
• Rehabilitation in Occupational therapy
• Home Support
• Health Service for Community Living
• Community Geriatric Services
• Adult Mental Health
• Environmental Health
• Tobacco Reduction/Enforcement

The Peace River Health Unit is responsible for licensing 
child care facilities.

Photo: Twitter @adriandix

Read more at dawsoncreek.ca/public-services
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Other Health Professionals
Dawson Creek has professionals in the fields of private 
physiotherapy, massage therapy, acupuncture & 
chiropractic operating in the city. For dental care there 
are several professionals offering dentistry, orthodontic 
and denture services. Several pharmacies are found 
throughout the city. Animal healthcare is provided by 
several veterinary clinics and professionals in and around 
Dawson Creek.

South Peace Health Services Society
The South Peace Health Services Society is a not-for-
profit society dedicated to enhancing medical care in the 
Region by concentrating its efforts on doctor and nursing 
retention, and providing affordable accommodations for 
patients receiving medical treatment in Dawson Creek.

The first major project of the society is the Bultreys 
Community House (illustrated below). The former 
doctor's office located near the Dawson Creek & District 
Hospital will serve to provide health professionals as 
well as visiting patients with an affordable place to stay 
while in the City. The project has received support from 
several local governments and first nations, as well as 
funding arrangements through the Lakeview Credit 
Union.

Literacy 
The Dawson Creek Literacy Society provides literacy 
training through their many programs including 
Community Adult Literacy Program (CALP), English 
as a Second Language Settlement Assistance Program 
(ESLSAP).

Through the Career and College Preparation (formerly 
Adult Basic Education) program, students may achieve 
a BC Adult Graduation Diploma and other literacy 
advancements at Northern Lights College. For more 
information, visit dawsoncreekliteracy.ca

Dawson Creek Society for                 
Community Living
DCSCL provides a wide range of services to adults with 
developmental disabilities and seniors.  Services include 
staffed residential options such as staffed resources, 
home share and supported living; community inclusion 
services such as self-help skills, home support, supported 
employment and a learning centre called the Opportunity 
Centre.  They also provide assisted living services to seniors. 
DCSCL also owns and operates over 130 units of housing 
for adults with developmental disabilities, families and 
seniors. For more information, call 250-782-2611 or visit  
dcscl.org
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South Peace Community Resources Society
South Peace Community Resources Society (SPCRS) is a 
non-profit, non-governmental organization in the Peace 
Liard Region, providing community and residential 
services. The Society exists to meet the needs of children, 
youth and families, individuals who have experienced 
violence, victims of crime, adults with developmental 
disabilities, children with special needs, couples, people at 
risk of being homeless, seniors, and individuals experiencing 
trauma or difficulties in their life. Their program 
offerings include Mizpah Transition House, Reconnect 
Youth Program, Family Support Counselling, and Legal 
Advocacy. For further information about the 26 programs 
they offer throughout the region, including Tumbler 
Ridge, Chetwynd and Fort St. John, please contact them at 
250-782-9174 or visit www.spcrs.ca    

South Peace Child Development Centre
The Centre has offered early intervention services 
and programs to children and families in the South 
Peace Region since 1988.  The Centre offers Infant 
Development, Building Blocks and Family Education 
as foundational growth and developmental support for 
infants and young children alongside their parents or 
care providers.  The centre provides Peadiatric Health 
services; Physiotherapy, Occupational Therapy, and 
Speech and Language therapy for children 0 – 6 years 
of age.  The Lifeskills and Respite programs are available 
for children up to 19 years, once deemed eligible by 
the Ministry of Children and Family Development.   
Referrals to all services can be made directly by the 
parents or any medical or service provider.  Also offered 
to the public are three licensed Preschool programs as 
well as free public educational sessions on a variety of 
foundational parenting topics every third Wednesday of 
the month. For more information, call 250-782-1161, 
or toll-free at  1-855-782-1160 or visit them online:  
www.spcdc.ca or www.facebook.com/southpeacecdc

Nawican Friendship Centre
The Nawican Friendship Centre receives funding from 
various government agencies and foundations. Current 
Programs include:  The Northern Corridor Aboriginal 
Jobs Plan, Youth Outreach, Cultural & Wellness 
Programs, Women’s Empowerment Workshops, Mental 
Health and Addictions Services as well as a community 
hot meals and community building events. In addition, 
the Nawican Friendship Centre is a drop-in Centre open 
to all members of the Dawson Creek and surrounding 
areas.  We keep an updated job board, house public 
use computers and provide a comfortable heated 
space for community fellowship.  We offer culturally 
sensitive programs and services in a respectful, friendly 
environment to all who come through our doors.   

Childcare Facilities and Programs
Registered License Not Required 

Registered License Not Required Family Child Care is 
offered in the caregiver’s own home and serves children 
from birth to age 12 with a maximum of 2 children 
or a sibling group other than the care provider’s own 
children. They are registered with the South Peace 
Child Care Resource & Referral. Dawson Creek has 
1  Registered License Not Required Family Child Care 
operator.

Licensed Family Child Care

Licensed Family Child Care is offered in the caregiver’s 
own home and serves children from birth to age 12 with 
a maximum of 7 children, including their own. Dawson 
Creek has 11 licensed Family Daycares.

The local Success by Six offers workshops and family 
events.
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Preschool

Early Childhood Educators provide part time care 
(maximum of 4 hours a day) for groups of children ages 
30 months to school aged. A group can have up to 20 
children, with at least one educator and one assistant. 

Group Daycare

Group daycare is offered in public facilities with trained 
Early Childhood Educators providing care for groups 
up to 25 children, aged 30 months to school age. There 
must be at least 1 educator for every 8 children.

• Campus Kids Daycare
• Kiwanis Child Care Centre
• Building Blocks Daycare (South Peace CDC)

Out of School Care

Out of School Care is provided for up to 24 school 
aged children before and/or after school and on school 
holidays. There must be at least one trained responsible 
adult for every 12 children.

Contact South Peace Child Care Resource & 
Referral office at 250-782-1138 for the complete 
list of the licensed child care facilities or visit  
childcarechoices.ca/main/North 

Geriatric Services
There are different levels of care available in and around 
Dawson Creek. Housing, care, and services are provided 
by Rotary Manor, the Southview Housing Society and 
the Dawson Creek Society for Community Living.

Rotary Manor is comprised of 115 publicly subsidized 
beds. There are 111 private rooms, 24 of which are 
dementia care units. Each room has a bathroom for 
privacy. There are also 2 private rooms for respite care 
and 2 private rooms for community palliative needs.
It also provides day care services for seniors in the 
community.

The Southview Housing Society operates Southview 
Apartments (31 seniors units) and 26 assisted living 
units at Northview (service provided by Dawson Creek 
Society for Community Living).

Dawson Creek Society for Community Living operates 
Rotary Village with 31 units of independent living for 
seniors. They also operate Aurora Housing, which is a 
3-part project providing independent living units for 
low-income seniors, persons with disabilities and low-
income families. Dawson Creek Society for Community 
Living also operates two group homes with a total of ten 
beds. In total, Dawson Creek Society for Community 
Living, in conjunction with Southview Housing Society, 
serves 140 people in 130 units of housing in Dawson 
Creek and employs around 120 people.

Victim Services
Dawson Creek Victim Services provides victims of crime 
with information, practical assistance and emotional 
support. They provide support at the hospital, with police 
and in court. Referrals to other services are made when 
appropriate. Critical incident stress debriefing is also 
provided. Victim’s assistance workers also accompany 
police to assist with death and accident notification, 
including sudden death calls.
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Fire Protection Services
The Dawson Creek Fire Department provides fire and 
rescue services to the City of Dawson Creek, the Dawson 
Creek Airport and an 8 km rural area around the city. 
The department is a full-time fire service comprised of 
a Chief, Deputy Chief, a Fire Prevention Officer, 16 
firefighters and one office assistant. There are also 12 
auxiliary volunteer firefighters.

The department has the following equipment:

• 1 ladder truck
• 1 pumper truck
• 1 pumper truck for rural areas
• 1 tender (2000 Gal)
• 1 aircraft crash/rescue truck
• 1 rescue truck
• 2 command vehicles
• 1 1-ton truck with water tank for grass & brush 

fires

The Department also conducts fire code inspection 
services and public education programs, including Fire 
Prevention education, Learn Not to Burn and Juvenile 
Fire Setters. Many children of the community have been 
treated to a tour of the Fire Hall over the years.

Ambulance
The BC Ambulance Service is responsible for emergency 
transportation of the sick or injured. The Dawson Creek 
department has 34 paramedics (4 full-time and 30 part-
time) and operates multiple ambulances including 1 full 
time ambulance, a 90 second car and access to a 3rd car 
when necessary. A 90 second car is ready 24 hours a day, 
365 days per year, and dispatched within 90 seconds of 
receiving an emergency call. 

The response area from Dawson Creek includes all of 

the Peace Region and those areas of Alberta close to the 
border, including Bay Tree, Bonanza and Gundy. The 
ambulance service in Dawson Creek is dispatched from 
Kamloops through 911 and responds to approximately 
3,000 calls annually. Dawson Creek is the regional 
training centre for paramedics in the Peace District, with 
other regional training occurring in various locations as 
warranted. All paramedics have an Emergency Medical 
Responder certificate or Primary Care Paramedic 
designation.

Police Services
The Dawson Creek RCMP Detachment polices an area of 
approximately 6,000 square miles that includes Dawson 
Creek, Pouce Coupe, Rolla, Groundbirch, Farmington 
and Kelly Lake. The members of the Dawson Creek 
Detachment are committed to making Dawson Creek 
a safe community. RCMP Members are also involved in 
the community through many programs such as:

• D.A.R.E.
• Community Policing
• Rural Crime Watch
• Citizens on Patrol
• Speed Watch
• Crimestoppers
• Business Watch

South Peace Search and Rescue
South Peace Search and Rescue is a volunteer Search 
and Rescue organization, available to support Ground 
Search and Rescue activities throughout the Peace 
Region. They currently have 28 active members 
including 4 managers, 3 team leaders and 15 GSAR. 
All members receive search training, have wilderness 
or advanced wilderness first aid training with some 
members trained in more specialized disciplines. 
Equipment includes 2 pickups, mobile command 
post, and a litter-equipped UTV.
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Contact Us

The City of Dawson Creek  Fax: 250-782-3203 
P.O. Box 150    Email: admin@dawsoncreek.ca
Dawson Creek, BC   Find us on Facebook.com/CityofDawsonCreek
V1G 4G4
Phone: 250-784-3600

www.dawsoncreek.ca

For More Information


