Community Profile
& Investment
Guide

December 2018

The Dawson Creek Opportunity
Opportunities in industry, adventure,
recreation, and education all prove Dawson
Creek as “the Capital of the Peace” in
Northeastern British Columbia. World-class
entertainment and recreation facilities coupled
with steadily growing employment markets
and low housing costs make Dawson Creek a
prime location to plant both your family and
business. Add to that the stunning natural
beauty enjoyed in the South Peace region’s
foothill scenery, and you have an undeniable
recipe for a great quality of life.

Dawson Creek,

the “Capital of the Peace” in
Northeastern British Columbia.

www.dawsoncreek.ca
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he Community Profile and Investment Guide for the City of Dawson Creek summarizes the economic wellbeing of the community and intends to give prospective investors, residents and entrepreneurs an overview of
the character and potential of Dawson Creek and its service area. It is a publication of the City of Dawson Creek that
compiles local statistics and information to promote and inform economic development.
This data has been obtained from a variety of sources, including Statistics Canada, BC Statistics, provincial government
agencies and municipal records.
If you require additional information not addressed in this profile, or if you require further assistance to advance your
business undertakings, please call City Hall at 250-784-3600.
For more information, contact the City of Dawson Creek.
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admin@dawsoncreek.ca
10105-12A Street, V1G 3V7
This publication is produced by New Harvest Media Inc. (www.newharvest.ca)
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Thriving Industries
Oil & Gas
Dawson Creek is located in the middle of the world-class "Super Liquids Rich" Montney Basin.
Even in the face of persistently low commodity prices, 2017 saw the the region experience recordbreaking drilling activity, along with billions of dollars worth of processing and transportation
infrastructure construction. Continuing in 2018, this flurry of economic activity serves to bolster
and expand service, retail, and hospitality industries in the region.(see page 54)

Coal
With coal prices on the rise throughout 2016, several coal mining projects in Dawson Creek’s
trading area have opened or re-opened, with even more projects being studied in 2017 (see page
57).

Wind
In addition to the existing wind parks in the area, several more wind turbine projects are proposed
for the region (see page 56).

Forestry
The forest sector continues to provide consistent employment in harvesting as well as
manufacturing (see page 57).

Agriculture
Agriculture remains a foundational and growing industry in the Peace River region, providing the
vast majority of British Columbia’s grain and honey production (see page 60).

Tourism
Dawson Creek’s historic location at Mile 0 of the Alaska Highway and the hub of four major driving
routes creates a tourism industry that provides economic benefits to the local economy of over
$50 million each year thanks to the nearly 150,000 travelers that stop and stay annually. (see
page 58)

www.dawsoncreek.ca
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Ideal Quality of Life

Recreation and Entertainment
Professional chuckwagons and rodeo action happen
every year during the August Fall Fair & Exhibition (see
page 25).

Dawson Creek has something exciting for everyone.
The Encana Events Centre regularly hosts world-class
entertainment, boasting acts such as ZZ Top, Carrie
Underwood, Bob Dylan, the Price is Right, monster
trucks and much more (see page 18).

Outside the city limits, opportunities in outdoor
adventures and sports abound. The Nordic Ski Trails
and Bear Mountain Ski Hill both provide winter fun
within 15 minutes drive from the City (see page 27).

In November 2015, Dawson Creek co-hosted the
World Under-17 Hockey Challenge with the City of
Fort St. John, hosting young hockey players, scouts,
and fans from around the world. The event was such a
success that Dawson Creek and Fort St. John were again
awarded the opportunity to host the 2017 tournament
with 8 international teams expected to attend.
Economic benefits from the 2015 event were estimated
at approximately $6 million.

Rock climbing, hiking, waterfalls, and world famous
dinosaur discoveries are all within reach of an afternoon
drive.

5

Education and Training
For many years Dawson Creek has been home to the world renowned Aircraft Maintenance Engineering program at
Northern Lights College as well as many other trades and skills training programs. The relatively new Wind Turbine
Maintenance Technician Program comes complete with a training tower that rises high above the campus. As a
testament to the thriving regional employment market, recent years have seen millions of dollars in provincial and
federal investment for expanding spaces and facilities, including the new $33 million state-of-the-art trades training
centre currently under construction in the heart of Dawson Creek. (see page 38).

www.dawsoncreek.ca
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Affordability
Dawson Creek is one of the most
affordable communities to buy or
rent a home. BC Business Magazine
recently ranked Dawson Creek #2
in their 2018 Best Cities for Work
in B.C.. Boasting low “Average
Shelter Spend”, Dawson Creek rises
above other communities as a highly
affordable place to live, work, and
play (see page 10). Single family
homes, multi-plexes, apartments,
and condos are all available for
purchase or rent in clean, mature
neighbourhoods as well as in
modern, newly-developed areas.

BC Business Magazine recently ranked Dawson Creek #2
in their 2018 Best Cities for Work in B.C.
Dawson Creek: Shelter Spending among BC’s 5
Best Cities for Work
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History

L

ong ago, the Peace River region was home to
nomadic tribes of Sekanni and Beaver peoples and
later, Cree.

goldenrod, and Indian paintbrush; the deep valley soil
and the native peoples. In appreciation, Dawson Creek
was named for this eminent man.

After France surrendered Canada to the British in
1763, it was many years before the Peace River region
was explored by the Northwest Company. In 1793,
Alexander Mackenzie and his companions journeyed
up the Peace River on their historic overland trip to
the Pacific. The journey of Mackenzie changed the
economic picture of this vast hinterland. His report sent
Simon Fraser in Mackenzie’s tracks to establish trading
posts in the area in 1805.

However, the fur traders and the Aboriginal peoples had
the country to themselves until the Klondike rush of
1898 when gold seekers attempted an overland journey
from Edmonton. It was a hazardous trip; many people
died on the trail and others turned back. Some of these
adventures eventually settled in the Peace River Country.
The first white settlers in the B.C. section were Hector
Tremblay and his wife. They opened a store at Moberly
Lake in 1889. Eight years later they took up land near
where the village of Pouce Coupe now stands. They
opened the first post office and trading post there later.

Two posts were established on the Peace River at Fort
St. John and Hudson Hope. After crossing the Rockies,
Fraser opened another post at McLeod Lake. During the
1800’s missionaries, traders and other travelers visited the
area. The best known were Gen. W. Butler, Warburton
Pike and P.L. Howarth, as they left records of their trips.
In 1879, George Mercer Dawson, a geologist, was sent
out to gain information as to physical features, possible
economic importance and other advantages for passage
of a railway line by the CPR. He wrote of grass up to
the horses’ bellies, the hillside covered with wild asters,

www.dawsoncreek.ca

Until the end of World War One, settlers had drifted
into the Alberta section and a few into what was known
as the Pouce Coupe Prairie (which included the Dawson
Creek area). Many of these settlers had traveled over
the trail from Edson on the CNR and then 250 miles
overland. Others came in via Athabasca, then west by
river and Lesser Slave Lake to Grouard at the west end
of the lake and completed the remainder of the journey
overland to their destination.
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The Edmonton, Dunvegan and British Columbia
Railway (Northern Alberta Railway) reached Spirit River
in 1916, approximately 70 miles from the Pouce Coupe
Prairie. Dawson Creek was established to accommodate
settlers about 1½ miles southwest from the centre of the
present city. The late George Hart opened the first store
on his homestead a short distance from the original
hamlet. In 1919, Bill Bullen and Tom McRae opened
a store. In 1920, Bullen built a hotel that burned down
soon after it opened. He immediately rebuilt and it
served travelers for a number of years. From 1919 to
1930 the old hamlet grew slowly, just enough to care for
the needs of the sparse community.

the bringing of 518 people from the Sudeten area of
Czechoslovakia in 1938; they settled near Tupper, 20
miles southwest of Dawson Creek.

The settlers during this time were mainly British war
veterans who were filing claims on land in the Progress
and Sunset Prairie districts, 20 to 30 miles west.

On February 13, 1943 an explosion destroyed an entire
block in the heart of Dawson Creek. The Co-op’s main
store building was saved, mainly through the efforts of
American Army personnel. The village had no water
supply system and the only water available was the run
off in the road ditches and for a time it appeared the
whole village would burn.

The vast agricultural activity in the district, for which
Dawson Creek was the shipping point, contributed to
a steady growth of the village up to 1942. In March
1942 a start was made on the famous Alaska Highway.
Dawson Creek, with a population of 750, had thousands
of civilian workers and soldiers invading it almost
overnight and until the completion of the highway at
the end of 1943 it was a real boomtown. This brought in
many industries, many of which have remained.

The Northern Alberta Railway (N.A.R.) built its
terminus east of the old hamlet. The settlers moved
their buildings, both domestic and commercial to the
area near the railway. The winter of 1930-31 was mild
and nearly all the buildings at the old site were moved
1½ miles northeast to the new townsite.

Martial law was proclaimed and the Army ordered the
merchandise to be removed from the Co-op building.
Store contents were hurriedly thrown into trucks and
then unloaded in great mounds like haystacks on the
golf course, about half a mile away.

Amongst the new buildings erected were five grain
elevators, which clearly indicates that the settlers and
homesteaders had not been sitting idle waiting for the
railway. The population of the old hamlet was estimated
at 100. At 6:30 pm, Thursday, January 15, 1931, the
first regular passenger train arrived at Dawson Creek
over the N.A.R. Although the next decade is often called
the “hungry thirties”, the new village continued a slow
but steady growth.

The explosion gave the merchants an opportunity to
rebuild with more permanent premises. This is one
reason why one sees so few “western” storefronts, which
are prevalent in many towns. Dawson Creek, with all its
advantages, was bound to grow but there is no doubt
that the building of the Alaska Highway hurried the
growth tremendously.

By 1936 the population had increased to over 500 and
on May 26th, a charter of incorporation as a village was
granted. The first Commissioners were George Bisset,
W.O. Harper and A.S. Chamberlain.

Dawson Creek was incorporated as a City in 1958. Since
that time, Dawson Creek has solidified its agricultural
economy, diversified its industry and expanded its retail
and service sectors. Many families of the original settlers
still live in the area.

The boundaries of the village at this time were the
N.A.R. right of way on the north, what is now 104th
Avenue on the south, Twelfth Street on the west and the
Pouce Coupe Road (Eighth St.) on the east enclosing
approximately 50 acres. The assessed value in the first
full year of operation as a village (1937) was: Land
$20,535; Improvements $161,407; and there were 70
trade licenses — mostly $5 each and the total receipts
for the village were $1,813.

Sources: The Dawson Creek Story, By Harry Giles
in the Dawson Creek Star, Nov. 21, 1959, www.
britishcolumbia.com,
Encyclopedia
Canadiana,
Faith in a Fertile Land by Mabel Lillian Harper,
Dawson Creek Past & Present, by M.E. Coutts, The
Calverley Collection, Dawson Creek Public Library,
www.calverley.ca

Except for the British veterans after the First World
War, the only colonization scheme carried out was
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Dawson Creek by the Numbers
When BC Business Magazine released it's first
ranking of "Best Cities for Work" in 2015,
Dawson Creek debuted at #5 in the province
for the best city in which (or out of which) to
work, jumping to #2 the following year. The City
proudly remained on the podium in 2017 at #3.
BC Business Magazine's 2018 results again
ranked Dawson Creek as the #2 best city for work
in British Columbia.
Dawson Creek continues to prove itself as one of
the most attractive places to start a family, job or
business.
The numbers speak for themselves.

2018 2017
RANK RANK

Community

AVERAGE
HOUSEHOLD
INCOME
(10%)

AVERAGE
HOUSEHOLD
INCOME
UNDER 35
(10%)

AVERAGE
HOUSEHOLD
SPENDING
ON RECREATION
(10%)

AVERAGE
SHELTER
SPENDING
(15%)

FIVE-YEAR
POPULATION
GROWTH
(10%)

FIVE-YEAR
INCOME
GROWTH
(25%)

UNEMPLOYMENT
RATE
(10%)

1

2

FORT ST. JOHN

$139,305

$123,744

$6,502

$26,302

3.43%

20.50%

5.20%

2

3

DAWSON CREEK

$106,440

$88,851

$5,009

$21,666

5.17%

20.96%

5.20%

3

1

SQUAMISH

$110,838

$92,987

$5,837

$26,572

8.33%

18.66%

4.60%

4

6

TERRACE

$94,616

$82,294

$4,449

$17,786

0.60%

22.46%

5.60%

5
16 PRINCE RUPERT
$96,365
$76,063
BC Business 2018 Best Cities For Work in B.C.

$4,310

$17,658

-5.74%

22.30%

5.60%

www.dawsoncreek.ca
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Climate
AVERAGE TEMPERATURES
High

Low

January

-7.2

-19.0

February

-3.9

-16.5

March

0.9

-10.9

April

10

-3.1

May

16.4

2.1

June

20.1

6.9

July

22.2

8.9

August

21.5

7.2

September

16.2

3.3

October

9.0

-2.4

November

-1.5

-12.2

December

-5.3

-16.8

Population
CENSUS YEAR (% CHANGE YEAR TO YEAR)
Municipality

2001

2006

2011

2016

City of Dawson Creek

10,740

10,994 (2.2)

11,583 (5.4)

11,574 (5.3)

Peace River Regional District

55,080

58,264 (5.8)

60,082 (3.1)

62,942 (4.8)

Peace River Area D

5,857

5,749 (-1.8)

5,479 (-4.7)

5,920 (8.0)
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Transportation
Airport
Just 7 minutes from downtown, Dawson Creek’s
modern airport facilities keep the city and surrounding
area connected to the world. Central Mountain Air
provides scheduled flights to Vancouver via Prince
George. Charter services are also available through
several airlines.

Bailey Helicopters, Medivac Services, Civil Air Search
and Rescue Association, freight services, and corporate
aircraft also make use of the Dawson Creek Regional
Airport.

Highways
Dawson Creek is centrally located in the Peace Region
and is served by several highways.
Highway 49 travels east to Spirit River and Falher,
Alberta. Highway 97 South (John Hart Highway)
travels west to Chetwynd and then south to Prince
George. Highway 97 North (Alaska Highway) goes
north to Fort St John, Fort Nelson, and Watson Lake.
Highway 2 travels southeast to the Alberta border where
it connects to Highway 43 to Grande Prairie, AB. The
Heritage Highway 52 joins Tumbler Ridge to Highway
97 South, west of Dawson Creek.

The comfortable, up-to-date terminal provides secure
and easy access for arriving and departing aircraft. It
features free Wi-Fi, free parking, no improvement fees
or user fees, and a cafe.
Dawson Creek Regional Airport offers a 5,000 foot
runway, flight planning, competitive fuel rates, under
wing camping, a hangar and a modern fully operational
pilots’ lounge without charging General Aviation Fees.

www.dawsoncreek.ca
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Road Transportation

Railways

There are many trucking companies operating in and
around the Dawson Creek area.

Dawson Creek is connected by CN Rail to Fort Nelson
and to the ports of Prince Rupert and Vancouver for
freight service.

Long-combination commercial transport vehicles
(Super-B) have been allowed to travel into BC from AB
as far as Dawson Creek.
The City of Dawson Creek operates a municipal
transit service through BC Transit. The “drop-floor”
buses provide easy access for seniors and the physically
disabled.
There are two taxi companies operating within the city
limits.
Two moving companies have offices within Dawson
Creek to make moving easy.
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Core Infrastructure
The Dawson Creek Water Cycle
Source, treatment, distribution, sewer, storm, and reclamation.

W

hen it comes to water sustainability, Dawson
Creek stands arguably above any other
community in Canada.
In recent years, Dawson Creek City Council has been
investing significant time and resources in enhancing
and expanding capacities in the key areas of sourcing,
treating, and distributing water. What really sets Dawson
Creek apart is the leveraging of reclaimed wastewater for
generating revenues and maintenance of green spaces.
blocked by debris. One crossing suffered catastrophic
failure at 15th street, requiring a complete bridge
replacement. The main artery through town at 8th
street also suffered significant damage, but was able to
be repaired in the weeks that followed. The provincial
government is reviewing the possibility of replacing its
existing 8th street earth-covered culverts system with a
new bridge.

Tapping the Watershed
Water Treatment & Distribution
City Council has taken steps in recent years to enhance
and expand the capacity for water treatment, storage,
and distribution to ensure there is enough safe water
in the taps for growing residential, commercial, and
industrial needs.

After a similar somewhat less destructive event in 2011,
the storm and sewer infrastructure program has seen
around $8 million invested including a new Sanitary
Sewer System Master Plan and a $5.7 million Sewer
Trunk Main to provide for the growing residential
developments on the north side of town and heavy
rainfall events.

Rains, Drains, and Sewer Mains
Sewer and Storm System
The City of Dawson Creek had already been focusing
considerable resources and planning on sewer and
drainage infrastructure before the June 2016 flooding
event occurred. 100mm of rain in 48 hours led to
a flooding event that transformed Dawson Creek’s
trickling namesake stream into a swollen river that
effectively cut the city in half when all creek crossings in
the community became impassible due to culverts being

www.dawsoncreek.ca

As it would happen, the 2016 tender for a new Storm
Sewer Master Plan was awarded mere days before the
2016 flooding event. The Storm Sewer Master Plan was
subsequently completed serving to inform and provide
direction for several priority upgrades to the existing
infrastructure program.
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Winning at Wastewater
Waste Water Reclamation
Dawson Creek has a long history as an award
winning community in green and sustainability
initiatives. When a drought during the summer
of 2006 led to low water levels at the intake weir,
City staff and Council began brainstorming ideas
relating to water sustainability. One idea rose above
the others leading to a request for proposals for a
new wastewater treatment facility. The Reclaimed
Water Facility, in partnership with Shell Canada,
was engineered and built to provide a means of
repurposing the city’s wastewater for industrial uses
as well as for municipal watering and irrigation of
sports fields, flowerbeds and plant pots. Shell built
a pipeline to transport their share of the reclaimed
water to oil and gas operations many kilometers
away.
Within a short time, more industrial-purposed
water was passing through the reclaimed facility
than through the City’s potable bulk water
stations. The decreased demand on the potable
water system allowed Council to adjust their
Water Conservation Measures Bylaw to give more
flexibility to residential and commercial users in
times of drought by restricting industrial users
from utilizing potable water, all while retaining
water sales revenue to industrial users through the
reclaimed facility.
In addition to regular sales to industrial water
haulers, the City has been able to sell hundreds
of thousands of cubic meters in additional water
through agreements with Encana Corporation
for use in their regional oil and gas operations.
Encana recently began construction of a new
water pipeline that pumps raw wastewater out of
the final stage settling pond for their uses in oil &
gas operations.

Revenues Re-invested
•
•

•

2017 water and sewer utility revenues
expected at approximately $9.5M.
2016-2017 water sales agreement
with Encana Corp. for the sale of up to
400,000 m3 at $1.8 / m3 (from wastewater ponds at airport).
Nearly 20 reclaimed water sales contracts (spring 2017)

The additional sales have provided significant
cash in-flow for the maintenance and expansion
of the water and sewer system throughout the
community.
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Investing in Water
Recent investments in water infrastructure to ensure sustainable quality, volume, and revenue for reinvestment.

Raw Water Source & Storage

Treatment & Distribution

• Completion of the Sure Water public consultation
process regarding water sourcing, security, and
stewardship.

• $6M since 2014 for the construction of two new
treated water reservoirs (3,800 m3 each) in key and
expanding neighbourhoods (with grants from
federal and provincial governments.)

• Controlled releases from headwaters at Bearhole
Lake proven as effective drought mitigation
measures.
• $8M for 2017 construction of raw water reservoir
(1M m3) to bring off-river raw water storage to 270
days.
• Hiring of an additional Watershed Technician to
support the Watershed Stewardship Program.
• Establishment of partnerships with provincial
bodies for the installation of two realtime
hydrometric stations in the headwaters of the
Kiskatinaw Watershed to aid in flood and drought
forecasting and timing of Bearhole Lake release
trials.

www.dawsoncreek.ca
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• $4.6M in 2018 to double capacity of existing
Class‐IV Water Treatment Plant (with grants from
federal and provincial governments.)

Storms & Sewers

Wastewater Reclamation

• $7.2M for 2015 for construction of new sewer
trunk line including 2.4 km of 600mm HDPE
syphon.

• $18.3M partnership with Shell Canada ($1.7M City
portion) for 2011 construction of reclaimed water
facility providing 4,500 m3 / day of water for
industrial water sales, road and sidewalk washing,
and greenspace watering. As per agreement, Shell
Canada can access up to 3,400 m3 / day.

• $1M for 2016 sewer main upgrade from 17 street
to Highway 97.
• $1.2M for construction of new pump station and
forcemain at 108th ave.
• $4.3M trucked waste facility in partnership with
the Peace River Regional District.
• Drainage Master Plan completed 2017 identifying
$34M in potential upgrades over 10 year horizon

Revenues for Reinvestment
• 2017 water and sewer utility revenues expected at
approximately $9.5M.
• 2016-2017 water sales agreement with Encana
Corp. for the sale of up to 400,000 m3 at $1.8 / m3
(from wastewater ponds at airport).
• Nearly 20 reclaimed water sales contracts (spring
2017)
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A Great Place to Live
Arts, Culture, Recreation
Indoor Activities
South Peace Community Multiplex
The South Peace Community Multiplex is home to the
Kenn Borek Aquatic Centre, the Encana Events Centre,
and the Lakota Agriplex.
The Multiplex also houses:
• Meeting facility able to accommodate banquets
• Concession and food services area to serve
entire Multiplex
• Children’s play space
• Potential for lease/retail opportunities
• Climbing wall and boulder

Lakota Agriplex
The Lakota Agriplex provides an opportunity to
showcase the region’s agricultural roots with a riding
arena and stalls. It is a 120’ x 250’ clear span building.

Encana Events Centre
The Encana Events Centre is capable of hosting
everything from big name entertainment to equestrian
events to indoor sports like soccer and motorbike races.
It has a seating capacity of 6500 (4500 permanent and
2000 moveable). The Centre has a 110’ x 230’ interior
event space. Spectra Venue Management is the operator
of this facility.
www.dawsoncreekeventscentre.com

www.dawsoncreek.ca

This state of the art equestrian and agricultural centre is
located adjacent to the Encana Events Centre.
Volunteers from the Dawson Creek & District Stable
and Arena Association worked hand in hand with the
City of Dawson Creek to help bring the Lakota Agriplex
to life.
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Walking Track

There are a variety of events hosted here throughout
the year. Furthermore, users have the option of stabling
their horses in the facility, and utilizing the riding arena
as part of an annual pass or on a drop-in basis.

Located on the third floor of the Encana Events Centre,
the walking track is free for the general public to use. To
access the walking track, use the entrance via the Kenn
Borek Aquatic Centre. All walking track participants
must sign in at the pool. Lockers are available in the
pool lobby and can be used for a small fee.

There are 110 indoor stalls, 76 tack lockers, a complete
wash and grooming area, and a 100’ x 240’ riding area.

Kenn Borek Aquatic Centre

For information visit the Community Services
Department or call 250-782-7946.

The Kenn Borek Aquatic Centre features an 8 lane 25m
competition pool, therapeutic leisure pool, tot’s pool
and hot tub. Additionally there are diving boards, a
waterslide, sauna and steam room.

Climbing Wall
Located in the Lobby of the Kenn Borek Aquatic Centre,
this 46’ high climbing wall offers a variety of programs
year-round, including learn to climb classes, movement
and technique classes, fitness classes, clubs and drop-in
climb.

The Aquatic Centre offers courses year-round, including:
swim lessons, fitness classes (a variety for all fitness
abilities from gentle to moderate intensity), leadership
development (including Lifeguard, Swim Instructor and
First Aid courses) as well as specialty classes.

For a full list of programs, visit the Community Services
Department page or call 250-782-7946.

For more information, visit the Community Services
Department or call 250-782-7946.
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The Calvin Kruk Centre for the Arts
The Calvin Kruk Centre for the Arts is one of
Dawson Creek’s busiest facilities, and is situated
in the downtown core near schools and shopping
opportunities.
The Calvin Kruk Centre for the Arts officially opened
in September of 2014, and is housed in the historic
post office building in downtown Dawson Creek. The
42,000 square foot heritage building was converted
into a community and cultural centre and features the
Kiwanis Performing Arts Centre, the South Peace
Historical Society Archives, a multipurpose theatre
space, meeting rooms, dance and textile studios and
administrative offices.
The old post office building was rejuvenated to utilize
state of the art green technology.

www.dawsoncreek.ca
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Skating and Curling Arenas
Recent Renovations

Kin Arena

After chiller system failure in 2014, City Council asked
staff to complete an assessment of the buildings, their
needs, conditions and financial predicaments. Council
passed a motion to “commit to the renewal of the
Memorial Arena, Kin Arena, and Curling Rink at an
estimated cost of $9,071,716 over six years” to extend
the life of the infrastructure for all three facilities for
the long-term. The Memorial and Kin Arenas officially
reopened on October 13th, 2015, and the Curling
Rink opened the following week.

The Kin Arena in Dawson Creek is located at 1101 –
106 Avenue. Similar to the Memorial Arena, this arena
offers winter season sports as well as special events yearround. In addition to public skating and drop-in hockey
offered at the Memorial Arena (located next door),
Dawson Creek Community Services also offers classes
for children, teens and adults such as Learn to Skate,
Intro to Hockey and Power Skating.
To book events or ice time, contact Community Services
at (250) 784-3604 or go to DawsonCreek.ca

Memorial Arena
The Dawson Creek Memorial Arena, located at 1107 –
106 Avenue, offers winter season sports such as hockey
and public skating, as well as a wide variety of year-round
events like concerts, trade shows, conferences and more!
The Memorial Arena can be booked for ice times and
public events and is used by non profit and for profit
groups alike. For more information on arena rental
rates and policies, contact Dawson Creek Community
Services at (250) 784-3604 or go to DawsonCreek.ca

www.dawsoncreek.ca
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Municipal Public Library
A collection of over 60,000 items of popular fiction,
newspapers, magazines, children’s titles, and reference
books makes the Dawson Creek Public Library a source
of pride for the whole community.

Curling Rink
The Dawson Creek Curling Rink is home to the
Dawson Creek Curling Club. An 8-sheet full service
curling facility, located at 1113 – 106 Avenue, the
curling club offers sporting opportunities for all ages:
from elementary students to seniors, anyone with a love
of curling is welcome to participate. The curling rink
is home to weekly league play and hosts a number of
bonspiels and championships throughout the October
– April curling season.

The recently renovated library offers programs for all
ages, hosts authors and displays timely and seasonal
materials.
Popular children’s programs include Preschool
Storytimes, Toddler Tales, and Babies and Books for
children and their caregivers.
An outreach service for patrons who cannot travel to the
library is also available.

The curling club also operates as a community and
banquet centre with fully catered food and beverage
services.
The lounge, functionally seating 20-200
persons, is available year-round for events such as
parties, weddings, fundraisers, meetings and seminars.
For larger weddings, gatherings and community events,
from April 1 - September 30, the facility additionally
offers full banquet service, with seating capacity to 880,
on its 10,000 sq. ft. cement ice pad surface.

Computer stations are available to the public with
access to the Internet, word processing software, and
many children’s multimedia programs. For those who
are interested in local history, the Calverley Collection
contains a wealth of information on Dawson Creek and
northeastern British Columbia.
A large collection of large print and audio books is
available for loan. The Library also has a varied collection
of musical cassettes, CDs and videos.

For more information contact (250) 782-4080 or go to
www.dccurling.ca.
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Dawson Creek Art Gallery

Theatre Community

The Dawson Creek Art Gallery is housed in a renovated
annex of a prairie elevator.

There are several performing groups in Dawson Creek
who are active throughout the year.

The Art Gallery was moved into the elevator in 1983
and in 1984 won the Heritage of Canada Foundation
Award of Merit. In 2014, it was the northern winner
of the Architecture Foundation of BC’s best building
contest. The gallery is owned by the City of Dawson
Creek and is operated by the South Peace Art Society.
The Art Society has a membership of over 100 practicing
artists in Dawson Creek and surrounding area.

These local groups perform a variety of plays, skits
and dinner theatre.
The theatre class at Dawson Creek Secondary School
also presents a musical theatre performance once a
year to a sell-out audience for three nights.
Unchagah Hall is a 630-seat performing arts theatre
with world-class acoustics. Throughout the year, the
auditorium hosts numerous musical, dance, and
drama presentations from both local and touring
artists.

The Gallery’s ramp system along the walls of the annex
accommodates 200 linear feet of hanging space.
The Art Gallery produces about 10 exhibitions per year.
The year round schedule includes provincial, national,
and international touring shows as well as exhibits
featuring local artists.
The top floor above the exhibition area is the Bin Top
Studio. It is used for meetings, workshops and art
classes. Summer programs for children as well as year
round classes for adults and seniors are provided.
Ninety percent of the revenue required to operate the
gallery is generated through local fundraising. One of
the biggest events is the Annual Art Auction.

www.dawsoncreek.ca
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Outdoor Activities
Dawson Creek
Exhibition & Stampede
With its roots in its agricultural
history, every August Dawson
Creek hosts the Dawson Creek
Exhibition
&
Stampede.
The
Canadian
Professional
Rodeo Association and World
Professional
Chuckwagon
Association bring their fast-paced
action to community. Families can
spend hours enjoying the rides and
games of the midway when they
are not busy enjoying great food,
great music, and browsing the
many indoor and outdoor exhibits
throughout the grounds. Find out
more at dawsoncreekfair.com
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Parks & Playgrounds
Barbaree Park – 106a Ave
• 12 Hole Disc Golf Course
Canalta
• Playground
• Picnic tables
• Slow pitch diamonds
• Soccer pitch
Crescent Park – 93 Ave & 17 St
• Playground
• Picnic tables
Crescentview Park – 89 Ave & 18 St
• Playground
• Picnic tables
Elwood Park (Royal Purple) – Elwood Dr
• Playground
• Picnic tables
Hillcrest Park – 100B Ave
• Playground
Harry Morrow Park – 116 Ave
• 1 baseball diamond
• 3 slow pitch diamonds
Mile Zero Park – Hart Hwy
• Playground
• Picnic tables
• Man-made lake
• Changerooms & Toilets
• Splash park
Leoppky Park – 17th St & Loran Dr
• Walking Path
• Pond
• Community forest
Frank Ross Park – 92 Ave & 11 St
• Minor ball diamond
• Soccer pitches
• Playground

www.dawsoncreek.ca

Rotary Centennial Skateboard Park –
• 12th St & 105 Ave
• Skateboard Park
Newby Park – 108 Ave & 20 St
• Minor ball diamond
• Soccer pitch
Kitchen Park – 108 Ave & 17 St
• Playground
• Picnic tables
Tremblay Park – 115 Ave & 15 St
• Playground
• Soccer pitch
Paul Loiselle Soccer Park – 116 Ave
• Soccer pitches of various sizes
Kin Park – 110 Ave
• Playground
• Picnic tables
• 2 Minor ball diamonds
• Tennis courts
• Horseshoes
• Outdoor fitness
• Dawson Trail Walking Path
Memorial Park – Chamberlain Dr
• Minor ball diamond
Parkhill Park – 97A Ave & 3 St
• Playground
• Soccer pitch
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Bear Mountain Nordic Ski Association
The Bear Mountain Nordic Ski Association is a
volunteer-driven non-profit recreational association
that exists to provide access, facilities and opportunities
for all ages to learn and experience the sport of cross
country skiing in the South Peace Region.
The cross-country ski trails are located less than 15
minutes away on the Radar Lake Road. They are also
available for all-season use including hiking, crosscountry running, wildlife-viewing, mountain biking,
horseback riding, orienteering, outdoor environmental
studies and similar non-motorized recreational activities.
For more information about the nordic ski association,
go to nordicski.ca

Bear Mountain Ski Hill
Bear Mountain Ski Hill, a short 5 minute drive from
Dawson Creek, offers outdoor fun for the whole family
at reasonable rates. The hill operates a T-bar lift, has snow
making abilities, offers night skiing and has a restaurant
and lounge. There are many different events happening
during the ski season and the chalet is available for rent
as well.
Opened in 1959, the Bear Mountain Ski Hill has been
a mainstay of the Dawson Creek recreational landscape
for over five decades.
For more information about the ski hill, go to
bearmtnskihill.com

Dawson Creek Golf & Country Club
The Dawson Creek Golf & Country Club is located on
the World Famous Alaska Highway, only a few minutes
drive from the downtown core. They offer seasonal
18 hole golf to the public, as well as opportunities to
attend events, and rent the club house for private parties
including weddings, Christmas parties, reunions and
more!
Membership packages, lessons, driving range – it’s all
there for your enjoyment!
To learn more or to book your tee time: Dawson
Creek Golf & Country Club or phone (250) 782-7882.

27

Sustainability
Electricity Conservation

O

ur downtown traffic lights are now LED, the
longest lasting and lowest electricity consuming
lighting technology available today, making city lighting
the most efficient and lowest cost to operate. The City
has also taken advantage of a community grant to install
solar street lights in areas where residents have requested
additional lighting.
Mayor and Council continue to create a sustainable
culture and spirit of conservation by implementing inhouse community programs to reduce consumption,
promote conservation and raise environmental
awareness at work and at home. Through staff training
and the City’s distinctive campaign, “Turn It Off
Dawson Creek”, staff have been encouraged to turn off
lights, faucets, computers and vehicles. As a result of
this program we are seeing businesses and homeowners
conserving energy and water “Turning It Off”. The City
continues to move forward in a leadership role in the
community.
In 2011, the City of Dawson Creek, Tourism Dawson
Creek and BC Hydro held its first annual “Candlelight
Conservation Dinner”, which attracted over 500
participants and was hosted by 12 local restaurants.
This evening event was designed to create conversations
surrounding energy conservation and, in each year since,
has been regarded as a valuable and enjoyable success.

Effluent Reuse – Dawson Creek’s
Reclaimed Water Facility
Dawson Creek continues to look for innovative ways of
integrating environmental sustainability and economic
vitality. A recent example is the Water Reuse Project
in partnership with Shell. The Water Reuse Project
takes domestic sewage and treats it to industry-defined
quality parameters for use in the oil and gas industry
in place of fresh or potable water. Treating water to a
higher quality standard (i.e. potable) is expensive, and
is unnecessary for many industrial processes. The bulk
of the treated water is being piped to Shell’s sites west of
the City; with a truck filling station on the City site for
use by other companies. This award winning project has
been certified to a LEED standard and is significantly
reducing demand on the City’s water system while still
allowing for expansion of industry in the region.

BC Hydro and the City of Dawson Creek partner to
fund an Energy Manager position locally in an effort
to identify and track energy use and to influence staff
behaviours. Many energy upgrades have been completed
in existing facilities along with the creation and
implementation of numerous energy saving projects.
In fall of 2012 the City of Dawson Creek received
funding from the Fraser Basin Council for the installation
of seven (7) Electric Vehicle charging stations. The
charging stations are free to use.

www.dawsoncreek.ca
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Solar Hot Water
Seven municipal buildings: City Hall, Fire Hall, RCMP
building, Senior’s Hall, Sudeten Hall, the Airport, and
public works have seen cost savings with the installation
of solar hot water heaters. Each of the seven solar hot
water heaters was installed by our Northern Lights
College partner through the renewable energy training
and awareness program. Seniors and students both
gained knowledge from the installation of the new Solar
Hot Water system at the Senior’s Hall. The province’s
building code has changed and the City of Dawson
Creek is following direction in requiring all new homes
to be built “Solar Ready”.

for reducing emissions, waste, energy and water use at
the corporate level. Many of these policy options have
been adapted and expanded at the community level.
Mayor and Council created a carbon fund policy in 2011
to help accelerate investment in emissions reduction
projects in Dawson Creek to reduce our reliance on
fossil fuels. Access to the carbon fund has enabled the
City to undertake many energy efficient upgrades and
led to significant energy cost savings.
In recent years, residents and surrounding communities
were given the opportunity to purchase rain barrels
and compost bins at a reduced rate in an effort to raise
awareness of water conservation and waste diversion.

Solar Powered Bus Stops and Signage
Improvements to public transit include expanded bus
routes and upgrades to bus stops, increasing safety and
convenience. Eight bus stops now have solar powered
lights. The installation of solar powered caution lights
and lighted crosswalk signs improves public safety. The
walking trail has been upgraded with solar lights to
increase safety and visibility and two solar speed signs are
in use on high traffic streets reminding drivers to slow
down. The success of this project has the City looking
at purchasing additional speed signs for other areas of
the community through various grants and partnership
funding.

Water, Waste & Energy Conservation
As per Council direction and initiative, the City
asked NEAT (Northern Environment Action Team)
to complete a “Waste & Energy Assessment” on City
owned facilities. Assessing the buildings told us “how”
current reduction practices are progressing and “what”
opportunities there are for us to improve. We passed
the test and won the honour of displaying the NEAT
Approved Logo on doors at City facilities. The City
encourages local businesses to take up the challenge and
sign up for this assessment.
Council’s Green Building Policy, Green Vehicle Policy,
energy & water conservation, recycling, composting and
idle reduction are some of the many goals and objectives
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Public Services
Dawson Creek & District Hospital

O

riginally operated as St. Joseph’s Hospital by
the Sisters of Providence, the Dawson Creek
and District Hospital has evolved into a community
hospital.

Specialists such as audiologists, dermatologists,
dental
surgeons,
urologists,
ophthalmologists,
otolaryngologists, prosthodonists,
rheumatologists,
and paediatricians regularly visit the area. Referrals to
physicians/specialists in other urban centres are done on
an as needed basis.

There are 31 acute care beds (15 medical, 10 surgical, 3
higher level of care, and 3 obstetric) as well as a 15 bed
regional psychiatric ward.

Currently there are 23 family doctors, 2 orthopedic
surgeons, one radiologist, two psychiatrists, one general
surgeon and one internist practicing in Dawson Creek.
The Dawson Creek & District Hospital Foundation
focuses on fundraising for capital equipment purchases.
Volunteer opportunities abound in this non-profit,
charitable organization. Through many different
activities, the Foundation has been able to donate several
pieces of equipment not otherwise available.
The Women’s Hospital Auxiliary operate the hospital
gift shop and focus on patient comfort and care.
A major capital project to renovate the hospital’s acute
care and inpatient wings is in the planning stages with
the Province of British Columbia.

The facility houses a full diagnostic and treatment centre
for local and regional services. There is a complete range
of in-patient services in medicine, surgery, obstetrics,
psychiatry and rehabilitative medicine.
Also available is a wide range of out-patient services,
including day surgery, 24/7 emergency room,
x-ray, ultrasound, CT scan and laboratory services.
Physiotherapy, occupational, respiratory therapy, and
oncology services are also offered.

www.dawsoncreek.ca
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Dawson Creek Health Unit

•
•
•

The Peace River Health Unit is located in Dawson
Creek. Public health services include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Public Health Nursing
Infant hearing testing
Dental
Nutrition
Licensing
Long Term Care
Home Nursing Care
Rehabilitation in Occupational therapy
Home Support
Health Service for Community Living
Community Geriatric Services
Adult Mental Health
Environmental Health
Tobacco Reduction/Enforcement

One-on-one tutoring
Small group instruction
Drop In service for those that need assistance
with all types of government forms and applications
Learner advocacy and support

English as a Second Language Settlement Assistance
Program (ESLSAP)
•
•
•
•

English Language Classes: Beginner, Intermediate and Advance Levels
One-on-one tutoring
Settlement Services for all newcomers
Citizenship classes

Through the Career and College Preparation (formerly
Adult Basic Education) program, students may achieve
a BC Adult Graduation Diploma and other literacy
advancements at Northern Lights College.

The Peace River Health Unit is responsible for licensing child care facilities.

Dawson Creek Society for
Community Living

Other Health Professionals

The Society operates apartments and group homes for
developmentally disabled individuals. Care for these
clients is 24/7 and includes a wide range of services
including life skills and job skills.

Dawson Creek has professionals in the fields of private
physiotherapy, massage therapy, acupuncture &
chiropractic operating in the city.
For dental care there are several professionals offering
dentistry, orthodontic and denture services.
Several pharmacies are found throughout the city.
Animal healthcare is provided by several veterinary
clinics and professionals in and around Dawson Creek.

Literacy
The Dawson Creek Literacy Society provides literacy
training through the following programs:
Community Adult Literacy Program (CALP)
• Basic upgrading; reading, writing, math and
develop study skills
• Adult Dogwood Program
• College prep
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South Peace Community Resources
Society

Nawican Friendship Centre
The Nawican Friendship Centre provides alcohol &
drug counselling as well as a soup kitchen.

SPCRS operates the Mizpah Transition House and the
Reconnect program. Other programs offer support and
services for independent living for handicapped adults,
family counselling and counselling for children and
youth.

Other programs include Baby’s Best Chance, Bible
Study and Culture Study.
Youth drop-in, youth reading assistance and youth
homework sessions are also available.

A joint effort between Mediator Wayne Plenert and
SPCRS, Northern Navigator is an initiative that helps
families seek solutions with a mediator instead of
through the courts.

The Nawican also hosts crafts and social gatherings for
youth, women and elders.

Geriatric Services

South Peace Child Development Centre

There are different levels of care available in and around
Dawson Creek. Housing, care, and services are provided
by Rotary Manor, the Southview Housing Society and
the Dawson Creek Society for Community Living.

The South Peace Child Development Centre offers
programs for children from infant to 19 years of age
with disabilities or developmental delays. Lessons are
also available for children of the community. The Lions
Society of B.C. and other funding partners support the
South Peace CDC in Dawson Creek. This facility offers
programs in physical and occupational therapy, speech
pathology, infant development, preschool, daycare and
family support services. The Centre offers programs
designed to identify and develop the abilities of each
individual child, giving them a sense of confidence
and self-worth. Since 1988, the South Peace Child
Development Centre has been offering therapy to
families living between the Alberta border and Dawson
Creek, Chetwynd and Tumbler Ridge.

Rotary Manor is comprised of 115 publicly subsidized
beds. There are 111 private rooms, 24 of which are
dementia care units. Each room has a bathroom for
privacy. There are also 2 private rooms for respite care
and 2 private rooms for community palliative needs.
It also provides day care services for seniors in the
community.
The Southview Housing Society operates Southview
Apartments (31 seniors units) and 26 assisted living
units at Northview (service provided by Dawson Creek
Society for Community Living).
Dawson Creek Society for Community Living operates
Rotary Village with 31 units of independent living for
seniors. They also operate Aurora Housing, which is a
3-part project providing independent living units for
low-income seniors, persons with disabilities and lowincome families. Dawson Creek Society for Community
Living also operates two group homes with a total of ten

www.dawsoncreek.ca
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beds. In total, Dawson Creek Society for Community
Living, in conjunction with Southview Housing Society,
serves 140 people in 130 units of housing in Dawson
Creek and employs around 120 people.

holidays. There must be at least one trained responsible
adult for every 12 children.
• Notre Dame After School Care Program
• Kiwanis Child Care Centre
• Dick and Jane’s Playhouse (located in Ron Pettigrew Christian School)

Childcare Facilities

Contact South Peace Child Care Resource & Referral
office at 250-782-1138 for the complete list of the
licensed child care facilities.

Registered License Not Required
Registered License Not Required Family Child Care is
offered in the caregiver’s own home and serves children
from birth to age 12 with a maximum of 2 children
or a sibling group other than the care provider’s own
children. They are registered with the South Peace
Child Care Resource & Referral. Dawson Creek has
1 Registered License Not Required Family Child Care
operator.

Victim Services
Dawson Creek Victim Services provides victims of
crime with information, practical assistance and emotional support. They provide support at the hospital,
with police and in court. Referrals to other services
are made when appropriate. Critical incident stress
debriefing is also provided. Victim’s assistance workers also accompany police to assist with death and accident notification, including sudden death calls.

Licensed Family Child Care
Licensed Family Child Care is offered in the caregiver’s
own home and serves children from birth to age 12 with
a maximum of 7 children, including their own. Dawson
Creek has 11 licensed Family Daycares.

Fire Protection Services

The local Success by Six offers workshops and family
events.

The Dawson Creek Fire Department provides fire
and rescue services to the City of Dawson Creek, the
Dawson Creek Airport and an 8 km rural area around
the city. The department is a full-time fire service
comprised of a Chief, Deputy Chief, a Fire Prevention
Officer, 16 firefighters and one dispatcher. There are also
12 auxiliary volunteer firefighters.

Preschool
Early Childhood Educators provide part time care
(maximum of 4 hours a day) for groups of children ages
30 months to school aged. A group can have up to 20
children, with at least one educator and one assistant.
• South Peace Child
Development Centre
• Monkey See Monkey Do Preschool
• Mother Goose Preschool
• Miss Patti’s Preschool

The department has the following equipment:
• 1 ladder truck
• 1 pumper truck
• 1 pumper truck for rural areas
• 1 tender (tanker)
• 1 aircraft crash/rescue truck
• 1 rescue truck
• 2 command vehicles
• 1 1 ton truck with water tank for grass & brush
fires

Group Daycare
Group daycare is offered in public facilities with trained
Early Childhood Educators providing care for groups
up to 25 children, aged 30 months to school age. There
must be at least 1 educator for every 8 children.
• Campus Kids Daycare
• Kiwanis Child Care Centre
• Building Blocks Daycare (South Peace CDC)

The Department also conducts fire code inspection
services and public education programs, including Fire
Prevention education, Learn Not to Burn and Juvenile
Fire Setters. Many children of the community have been
treated to a tour of the Fire Hall over the years.

Out of School Care
Out of School Care is provided for up to 24 school
aged children before and/or after school and on school

33

Ambulance

South Peace Search and Rescue

The BC Ambulance Service is responsible for
emergency transportation of the sick or injured. The
Dawson Creek department has 34 paramedics (4
full-time and 30 part-time) and operates multiple
ambulances including 1 full time ambulance, a 90
second car and access to a 3rd car when necessary. A
90 second car is ready 24 hours a day, 365 days per
year, and dispatched within 90 seconds of receiving
an emergency call.

South Peace Search and Rescue is a volunteer Search
and Rescue organization, available to support
Ground Search and Rescue activities throughout the
Peace Region. There are currently 22 active GSAR
members and 3 SAR managers. All members receive
search training, have first aid training and some
members are trained in more specialized disciplines.

The response area from Dawson Creek includes all of
the Peace Region and those areas of Alberta close to
the border, including Bay Tree, Bonanza and Gundy.
The ambulance service in Dawson Creek is dispatched from Kamloops through 911 and responds
to approximately 3000 calls annually. Dawson Creek
is the regional training centre for paramedics in the
Peace District, with other regional training occurring
in various locations as warranted. All paramedics
have an Emergency Medical Responder certificate or
Primary Care Paramedic designation.

www.dawsoncreek.ca

34

Police Services
The Dawson Creek RCMP Detachment polices an area of approximately 6,000 square miles that
includes Dawson Creek, Pouce Coupe, Rolla, Arras, Farmington and Kelly Lake. The members of
the Dawson Creek Detachment are committed to making Dawson Creek a safe community. RCMP
Members are also involved in the community through many programs such as:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

D.A.R.E.
Community Policing
Rural Crime Watch
Citizens on Patrol
Speed Watch
Crimestoppers
Business Watch
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Education

D

awson Creek is proud of our education system and facilities. Within the Dawson Creek public school system
there are several elementary schools, a middle school and a secondary school inside municipal limits. Outside
city limits several elementary schools serve the rural areas surrounding Dawson Creek. Private schools in the Dawson
Creek area consist of one elementary school and two K-12 schools. The Northern Lights College Dawson Creek
campus provides academic and technical training to students in the surrounding areas.

Dawson Creek Public Schools
Peace River South (SD #59) is a progressive school
district that serves Dawson Creek and its surrounding
rural areas as well as the communities of Chetwynd and
Tumbler Ridge. The administration offices are located
in Dawson Creek. K-12 programming is offered at
20 schools with an approximate enrolment of 3,600
students.

An early French Immersion programs is offered at École
Frank Ross.
Partnerships with industry and Northern Lights College
(NLC) enable the District to offer careers and trades
education to students K-12. Dual credit options in
trades and technical programs are offered in partnership
with NLC.

The core business of SD #59 is ensuring a quality
education for each learner with the core value of
continuous learning for all. The District is committed to
meeting each student’s learning needs aligned with their
developmental level, professional development for staff
and providing a rich learning experience for all learners.

Students at all levels have the opportunity to participate
in outdoor and experiential learning activities in
a wilderness setting at the Pat O’Reilly Outdoor/
Environmental Studies Centre, located at Gwillim Lake.
For more information, visit www.sd59.bc.ca

Educational initiatives include a strong early learning
program, a primary project focused on literacy and
numeracy and inquiry based learning opportunities.

www.dawsoncreek.ca
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Public School Enrolment
(September 2018)

Private School Enrolment
(September 2018)

Dawson Creek

Dawson Creek

Canalta Elementary 240
Crescent Park Elementary 197
Dawson Creek Secondary 970
Ecole Frank Ross Elementary 463
South Peace Alternate 10
South Peace Distributed Learning 45
Tremblay Elementary 162

Mountain Christian School (K-12) 188
Notre Dame School (K-7) 223
Ron Pettigrew Christian School (K-12) 115

Nearby 13
Other Schools Nearby 1497
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Northern Lights College
Northern Lights College (NLC) is ‘B.C.’s Energy
College’, in northeast British Columbia, covering an
area of more than 324,000 square kilometres. NLC
has three provincially-designated Centres of Training
Excellence: the B.C. Centre of Training Excellence
in Oil and Gas that includes a full-sized oil rig and
simulated wellsite on the Fort St. John Campus; the
Centre of Clean Energy Technology or “Energy House”
with LEED Platinum certification; and the Centre of
Excellence in Aerospace, a 26,000 square foot hangar on
the Dawson Creek Campus that houses a diverse range
of aircraft and helicopters.

In August 2016, construction of a state-of-the-art $33
million facility was announced that will expand the
current Energy House and Campus Centre buildings
to create new training spaces for the welding, carpentry
and wind turbine maintenance programs. The project
is funded by contributions from the federal ($14.57
million) and provincial ($14.57 million) governments,
with remaining $3.39 million coming from Northern
Lights College and industry partners including
Canbriam Energy Inc., Encana Corp., Shell Canada
and TransCanada Ltd. The new building will support
the Foundation Trades program at NLC, which has
enrolment intakes in September and February.

At NLC, students have a number of options, depending
on their chosen career paths. Students can earn a oneyear certificate, a two-year diploma or associate degree
or complete upgrading courses to get their high school
diploma. Associate degrees can be used to transfer to the
third year of degree programs at provincial universities.
The South Peace Campus located in Dawson Creek
also provides dual credit programs to local high school
students.

www.dawsoncreek.ca

In October 2016, $1.9 million in funding was announced
by the provincial government for the creation of 639
new seats in the trades and apprenticeship programs.
For information on NLC or any of its programs, check
the website at www.nlc.bc.ca
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University of Northern British Columbia
The University of Northern British Columbia provides
educational opportunities in Dawson Creek and area
via their Peace River-Liard Campus (located in Fort St.
John) as well as in conjunction with Northern Lights
College.
For more information about courses and programs
available out of the Peace River-Liard Campus, visit
www.unbc.ca/peace-river-liard
Peace River-Liard Programs and Courses
Undergraduate Programs
• Bachelor of Social Work
Graduate Programs
• Master of Social Work
• Master of Education
• Counselling Specialization
• Multidisciplinary Leadership Specialization
• Special Education Specialization
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Housing

D

awson Creek has an outstanding selection of
housing choices, including new designs in
great neighbourhoods and affordable homes in older
neighbourhoods. It is one of the most affordable cities
in the Northeast Region whether buying, renting or
building.

Fireside Glen, Glenwood Terrace, Chapel Hill, Evergreen
and Parkside are adult-oriented developments.

Prices for lots and finished homes are low compared with
most areas in BC. Both newer subdivisions and older
mature neighbourhoods offer comfortable surroundings
close to schools and retail outlets.

Dawson Creek boasts large park areas running
throughout the city along the creek.

New subdivisions include Crescent View, Manor
Heights, Harbour Park, Sunset Ridge, Harvest View,
Country Hills Estates and the Woodlands.

Public transit is available to residential areas.

AVERAGE SALE PRICE OF A SINGLE FAMILY HOME
2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

Chetwynd

$253,880

$276,739

$298,316

$266,073

$236,842

Dawson Creek

$279,445

$283,291

$264,648

$282,679

$279,087

Fort St. John

$418,646

$425,083

$405,203

$391,003

$366,129

Tumbler Ridge

$218,063

$125,800

$129,998

$98,559

$138,926

www.dawsoncreek.ca
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Apartment Rentals
PRIVATE APARTMENT VACANCY / TOTAL UNITS (2017)

Dawson Creek
Fort St John

Bachelor

1 Bdrm

2 Bdrm

3 Bdrm +

Total

16.2 %
66
12.8 %
83

10.4 %
474
19.1 %
599

13.5 %
422
20.1 %
1,238

20.3 %
29
3.8 %
32

11.7 %
991
19.2 %
1,952

AVERAGE APARTMENT RENTS BY BEDROOM TYPE (2017)
Bachelor

1 Bdrm

2 Bdrm

3 Bdrm +

Average

Dawson Creek

$653

$858

$1,072

$1,110

$943

Fort St John

$662

$745

$1,024

$1,041

$924

MUNICIPAL RESIDENTIAL TAXES FOR A
REPRESENTATIVE HOUSE

DWELLING CHARACTERISTICS
Year
2006

2011

2016

Total private dwellings

4,833

5,406

6,020

Total private dwellings
occupied by usual residents

4,650

4,880

5,035
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Year

House Value

Taxes & Charges

2008

$185,203

$2,789

2009

$186,548

$2,927

2010

$199,115

$3,004

2011

$212,870

$2,957

2012

$219,817

$3,297

2013

$230,477

$3,314

2014

$245,512

$3,426

2015

$250,087

$3,562

2016

$256,194

$3,731

A Diverse, Growing Workforce
Workforce

O

Because Dawson Creek is centrally located and is serviced
by many highways, workers who live in Dawson Creek
are able to commute to jobs in other municipalities such
as Tumbler Ridge, Chetwynd, Taylor and Fort St John.
Also, the rural population is able to easily travel into
Dawson Creek for work.

pportunities abound in Northeast British
Columbia with core industries of employment
being construction, retail trade, other private services,
food services & drinking places, truck transportation
and oil and gas extraction and its supporting services.
For many years, the economies of the northeast have
been diversifying, from what was for many years
primarily resource and agriculture-based economies.
Communities in the northeast have now matured to
where the top five primary industries by employment
represent less than half of the overall jobs in the region.

The latest predictions in B.C.’s Labour Market Outlook
(2017-2027) anticipate overall annual growth in
employment of 1.0% in the Northeast. Significantly, the
Construction industry, the largest sector of employment,
is expected to also be one of the fastest growing industries
of employment, growing more than 20% by 2027 with
nearly 1,000 net new positions added.

Boasting consistently low unemployment rates, the
northeast region also boasts the highest full-time
employment share (83%) when compared to all other
regions in British Columbia.

www.dawsoncreek.ca
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Expanding Industries
Top Industries: 2017-2027 (Northeast)
INDUSTRY

2017

2027

CHANGE(%)

Construction
Other Retail Trade
Other Private Services
Food services and drinking places
Support activities for mining and oil and gas extraction
Truck transportation
Elementary and secondary schools
Oil and gas extraction
Wholesale Trade
Other Manufacturing
Management of Companies and Enterprises & Administrative and Support
Accommodation services
Hospitals
Farms
Ambulatory health care services
Social assistance
Architectural, Engineering and Related Services
Other Professional, Scientific and Technical Services
Real Estate Rental and Leasing
Support activities for transportation

4752
4178
3356
2882
2167
2050
1743
1580
1367
1194
1153
1013
1003
925
898
867
751
724
693
547

5732
4454
3678
3270
2503
2247
1817
1856
1581
1163
1361
1149
1068
949
1098
926
799
771
740
599

20.61%
6.61%
9.62%
13.44%
15.49%
9.58%
4.26%
17.47%
15.59%
-2.60%
18.01%
13.44%
6.48%
2.64%
22.27%
6.86%
6.44%
6.44%
6.75%
9.58%

Source: BC Labour Market Outlook 2017-2027
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Top Occupations: 2017-2027 (Northeast)
INDUSTRY

2017

2027

CHANGE(%)

Transport truck drivers
Retail salespersons
Cashiers
Retail and wholesale trade managers
Petroleum, gas and chemical process operators
Accounting technicians and bookkeepers
Food counter attendants, kitchen helpers and related support occupations
Cooks
Administrative officers
Automotive service technicians, truck and bus mechanics and mechanical repairers
Heavy equipment operators (except crane)
Managers in agriculture
Janitors, caretakers and building superintendents
Construction trades helpers and labourers
Administrative assistants
Elementary school and kindergarten teachers
Construction millwrights and industrial mechanics
Registered nurses and registered psychiatric nurses
Carpenters
Food and beverage servers

2690
1595
1388
1231
1034
1018
922
851
849
838
810
756
721
707
698
644
620
599
550
545

2973
1713
1480
1320
1150
1103
1046
978
953
926
962
776
819
850
757
671
699
684
657
618

11%
7%
7%
7%
11%
8%
13%
15%
12%
10%
19%
3%
14%
20%
8%
4%
13%
14%
19%
13%

Source: BC Labour Market Outlook 2017-2027

Top Ten Industries Employment History/Forecast: 2012-2027
30000

Wholesale Trade

25000

Oil and gas extraction

20000

Elementary and secondary schools

15000

Truck transportation

10000

Support activities for mining and oil and gas extraction
Food services and drinking places

5000
0

2012

2014

2016

2018

2020

2022

2024

2026

Other Private Services
Other Retail Trade
Construction

Job Openings Driven Primarily by Replacement
As in all other areas of the Canada's labour market, the majority of job openings in the coming years are expected to
be a result of replacement, when existing workers leave the workforce due to retirement, death, or disability. Recent
years' investments by the Federal and Provincial governments in workforce training facilities and programs will help
to mitigate this challenge, by providing state-of-the-art educational opportunities right in Dawson Creek (see page
page 38).

www.dawsoncreek.ca
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Industries with Most Job Openings: 2018-2028 (Northeast)
INDUSTRY
Construction

EMPLOYMENT
(2018)

EMPLOYMENT
GROWTH RATE
EXPANSION
(AVG. ANNUAL %)

REPLACEMENT

JOB
OPENINGS

6,380

2.20%

1,570

1,470

3,040

3,110

1.60%

550

570

1,120

2,120

1.70%

400

390

790

Oil and gas extraction

1,400

2.00%

310

340

650

Elementary and secondary
schools

1,910

1.10%

230

410

640

Truck transportation

1,840

0.90%

170

460

630

2,130

1.30%

290

260

550

1,890

0.50%

80

400

480

1,370

0.90%

130

290

420

760

2.80%

240

150

390

Other retail trade (excluding
cars and personal care)
Repair, personal and nonprofit services

Food services and drinking
places
Support activities for mining
and oil and gas extraction
Wholesale trade
Ambulatory health care
services
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Employment Projections
Occupations with the Largest Number of Job Openings: Northeast Region
EMPLOYMENT EXPANSION REPLACEMENT JOB OPENINGS
2018
2018-2028
2018-2028
2018-2028

LEVEL 0: Usually requiring combination of education and experience
Retail and wholesale trade managers
990
140
Managers in agriculture
700
60
Construction managers
360
80
Restaurant and food service managers
340
50
Managers in natural resources production and
250
20
fishing
LEVEL A: Usually requiring a Bachelor's, Graduate or First Professional Degree
Elementary school and kindergarten teachers
750
90
Registered nurses and registered psychiatric nurses
530
100
Secondary school teachers
280
30
Financial auditors and accountants
160
40
Other financial officers
90
40
LEVEL B: Usually requiring diploma, certificate or apprenticeship training
Accounting technicians and bookkeepers
740
140
Administrative officers
620
90
Carpenters
670
150
Administrative assistants
610
80
Automotive service technicians, truck and bus me630
100
chanics and mechanical repairers
LEVEL C: Usually requiring secondary school and/or occupation- specific training
Transport truck drivers
1,710
180
Retail salespersons
1,290
200
Heavy equipment operators (except crane)
690
130
General office support workers
660
100
Nurse aides, orderlies and patient service associates
360
80
LEVEL D: Usually requiring on-the-job training
Janitors, caretakers and building superintendents
850
90
Construction trades helpers and labourers
680
150
Food counter attendants, kitchen helpers and relat780
110
ed support occupations
Light duty cleaners
620
40
Cashiers
480
80

Source: BC Labour Market Outlook 2018-2028: Northeast Region
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230
180
100
70

370
240
180
110

80

100

150
90
60
40
20

240
180
90
70
60

200
190
120
140

340
280
270
220

110

210

450
190
180
150
70

630
390
310
250
150

210
110

300
260

60

180

120
60

160
140

Employment Projections

OCCUPATION

Unemployment Rate Comparison
December 2018
November 2018
October 2018
September 2018
August 2018
July 2018
June 2018
May 2018
April 2018
March 2018
February 2018
January 2018
December 2017
November 2017
October 2017
September 2017
August 2017
July 2017
June 2017
May 2017
April 2017
March 2017
February 2017
January 2017

12

Northeast BC

NORTHEAST BC

BRITISH COLUMBIA

CANADA

4.7%
5.3%
4.3%
5.6%
6.0%
7.4%
7.0%
7.9%
6.3%
5.7%
4.5%
3.8%
4.6%
5.3%
6.0%
5.2%
5.2%
6.6%
7.3%
7.0%
5.5%
6.5%
8.70%
10.50%

4.1%
4.0%
4.5%
4.8%
5.1%
4.8%
4.9%
4.9%
4.9%
5.0%
4.9%
4.8%
4.6%
4.7%
6.0%
5.2%
5.1%
5.2%
5.1%
5.5%
5.4%
5.7%
8.70%
5.80%

5.2%
5.6%
5.8%
6.0%
6.1%
5.9%
5.9%
6.1%
6.2%
6.2%
5.9%
5.7%
5.5%
5.6%
4.9%
6.3%
6.4%
6.4%
6.5%
6.8%
7.0%
7.1%
6.90%
6.60%

British Columbia

Canada

10
8
6
4
2
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2018

A Great Place to Do Business
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Development
Construction Permits
Total Value of
Construction

2013

2014

2015

2016

$55,427,385

$56,865,793

$30,370,774

2018

2017

$40,070,055.75 $27,960,000.00 $34,527,769.10

Number of Building Permits
Commercial

20

18

17

13

15

17

Institutional

2

2

4

6

4

4

Industrial

9

9

9

7

6

11

111

155

75

31

39

44

Residential

Number of Dwellings Created
SFD

42

77

39

7

15

19

Duplex

42

72

4

0

0

2

38

105

27

2

3

0

121

25

4

0

0

16

243

289

74

9

18

37

Secondary
Suites
Multiple Family
*
Total

* Structures containing three or more units

Property Values
While property values in Dawson Creek have been rising consistently over the last many years, 2017 assessments saw a
rare decrease in overall assessment value. From 2016 to 2017 residential assessments decreased 2.21%, while business
and other assessments decreased 0.14%. Even so, Dawson Creek assessment values fared better than almost all other
communities in Northeast BC over the same period.

Housing Construction
Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation housing starts, under construction and completions
2015

2016

2017

2018

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4
Housing starts

9

28

19

27

1

2

5

2

0

6

3

8

0

17

10

5

Housing under construction

61

60

52

47

28

15

10

7

2

7

5

12

4

18

25

26

165

29

27

32

20

15

10

5

5

1

5

1

8

3

3

4

Housing completions

Source: Statistics Canada
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Values of Building Permits
2018

MONTH
January
February
March
April

May

June

July

August

September
October

November
December

TYPE(S) OF BUILDING

# OF PERMITS

CONSTRUCTION COST

Residential

5

$3,488,147.00

Commercial

1

$9,927,689.88

Industrial

2

$6,012,655.00

Residential

2

$224,120.00

Commercial

2

$28,000.00

Institutional

1

$9,000.00

Residential

4

$979,343.00

Residential

5

$345,746.97

Commercial

3

$430,000.00

Industrial

1

$1,700,000.00

Institutional

2

$599,520.00

Residential

8

$1,460,806.25

Commercial

2

$42,000.00

Industrial

1

$50,000.00

Institutional

1

$2,529,601.00

Residential

4

$459,500.00

Commercial

5

$2,137,000.00

Government

2

$265,000.00

Residential

7

$912,000.00

Commercial

1

$200,000.00

Industrial

3

$64,000.00

Government

1

$450,000.00

Residential

2

$270,000.00

Industrial

3

$789,000.00

Residential

4

$577,500.00

Commercial

1

$37,260.00

Residential

2

$26,000.00

Commercial

1

$250,000.00

Industrial

1

$23,000.00

Residential

1

$300,000.00

Commercial

1

$75,000.00

Total

79

51

$34,527,769.10

Previous Years
YEAR

RESIDENTIAL
$ (#)

COMMERCIAL
$ (#)

INDUSTRIAL
$ (#)

INSTITUTIONAL
$ (#)

GOVERNMENT
$ (#)

TOTAL PERMITS
$ (#)

2012

20,672,259 (109)

8,816,343 (10)

5,335,000 (9)

510,000 (2)

864,500 (5)

36,198,102 (135)

2013

26, 697, 499 (111) 15,600,386 (20)

11,095,000 (9)

930,000 (2)

1,104,500 (4)

55,427,385 (146)

2014

36,900,708 (155)

10,217,281(18)

3,981,000 (9)

1,105,000 (2)

4,661,804 (4)

56,865,793 (188)

2015

15,935,709 (75)

9,755,300 (17)

3,754,765 (9)

365,000 (4)

560,000 (2)

30,370,774 (107)

2016

2,870,351 (31)

8,640,246 (13)

3,366,200 (7)

24,577,258 (6)

616,000 (5)

40,070,055 (62)

2017

4,122,353 (39)

5,394,500 (15)

8,682,314 (6)

4,483,833 (4)

5,277,000 (2)

27,960,000 (66)

2018

8,909,043 (44)

13,126,949 (17)

8,638,655 (11)

3,138,121 (4)

715,000 (3)

34,527,769 (79)

$40000000

Industrial

$35000000

Commercial

$30000000

Residential

$25000000
$20000000
$15000000
$10000000
$5000000
$0

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Change in Total Assessment Roll Values
PROPERTY CLASS

2016 REVISED

2017 REVISED

% CHANGE

All Classifications

$1,740,390,421

$1,736,377,748

-0.23%

Residential

$1,240,256,300

$1,222,834,800

-1.40%

$500,134,121

$513,542,948

2.68%

Non-Residential

Change in Total Assessment Roll Values
% CHG DUE TO MARKET
COMMUNITY

RESIDENTIAL

BUSINESS AND OTHER

LIGHT INDUSTRY

City of Dawson Creek

-5.52%

-1.43%

-1.80%

Dawson Creek Rural

-0.92%

0.18%

-4.66%

1.70%

-2.56%

N/A

-9.32%

2.63%

-1.50%

Village of Pouce Coupe
City of Fort St. John

www.dawsoncreek.ca
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Major Projects (Construction Started)
PROJECT

COMPANY

VALUE ($, MILLIONS)

Utilities
Site C Clean Energy Project

BC Hydro

10,700

W.A.C. Bennett Dam Riprap Upgrade Project

BC Hydro

170

G.M. Shrum G1-G10 Control System Upgrade

BC Hydro

75

G.M. Shrum Spillway Gate Upgrade Project

BC Hydro

48

Peace Region Load Shedding RAS

BC Hydro

26

Fort St. John and Taylor Electric Supply

BC Hydro

53

The Station Town Centre

G8 Properties

500

Saturn Compressor Facility Expansion

Cutbank Ridge Partnership

930

North Pine Liquids Facility

AltaGas Ltd.

100

Regional LNG Plant

AltaGas Ltd.

North Central Liquids Hub

Cutbank Ridge Partnership

Oil & Gas – Plants, Stations, Hubs

320

Oil & Gas – Pipelines
Project RAM (Reliability, Availability and
Maintainability)
High Pine Expansion Project

Enbridge Inc.

Jackfish Lake Expansion Project

Enbridge Inc.

Towerbirch Expansion Project

NOVA Gas Transmission Ltd.

North Montney Mainline Project

TransCanada

Enbridge Inc.
439

Mining
Roman Coal Mine

Peace River Coal Inc.

Murray River Mining Project

HD Mining International

400
1,183

Renewable
Moose Lake Wind Project

Moose Lake Wind LP

45

Septimus Creek Wind Power Project

Zero Emission Energy Developments Inc.

45

BC Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure

17

School District 60

25

Northern Lights College

31

Transportation
Highway 97 Tower Lake Four-laning

Institutional
Margaret Ma Murray Community School
(Northwest Elementary)
Trades Training Facility

53

Oil & Gas
According to the British Columbia Oil
& Gas Commission’s 2016-17 Annual
Report, nearly 75 percent of BC’s
1.6 trillion cubic feet of natural gas
production came from the BC side of
the Montney Basin that stretches across
northwestern Alberta and northeastern
British Columbia. As reported by the
Financial Post, according to National
Energy Board estimates, as a whole, “the
basin holds around 449 trillion cubic feet
of marketable natural gas, just under half
of the country’s total natural gas resources.”
2017 at a Glance
NEBC Montney South of the the Peace River:
•
•
•
•

A record 370 wells are drilled
Gas production increases 26% to 2.9 Bcf/d
Condensates production increases 125%
Growth in this small area represents 42% of
total WCSB Montney gas production growth.

Source: BMO Capital Markets, Market Monitor
Recent years have seen technology
breakthroughs that have led to significant
improvements in well-productivity and
lower operating costs. This allowed for
production to increase in 2016 even despite
fewer new wells being drilled during
that year’s world wide energy downturn.
Drilling activity, however, skyrocketed in
2017 with a record number of new wells
drilled, with over 370 wells rig released.
The surge in drilling activity lead to a 26
percent increase in overall gas production
compared to the previous year. At the
end of 2017, total gas production in the
BC’s Montney south of the Peace River
totalled approximately 2.9 Bcf/d (billion
cubic feet per day). Encana alone drilled
50 wells during 2017, while Veresen
lead processing expansion by completing
construction of their Tower, Sunrise, and

www.dawsoncreek.ca
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Getting “Super Liquids Rich” in
the Montney

ACTIVITY BY OPERATOR

400

Number of Wells Rig Released

Saturn facilities, adding 1 Bcf/d of
processing capacity. The first part
of 2018 promises to see further
production increases with around
200 newly drilled wells still waiting
to come online (as of February
2018).

Encana
Tourmaline
CNRL

Shell
Crew Energy
Other

ARC Resources
Murphy Oil

350
~200 wells
yet to be
brought
online(2)

300
250
200

The majority of the growth and
150
investment in the Montney Basin
in the last several years is thanks
100
in large part to it’s “Super Liquids
Rich” composition. BMO Capital
50
Markets stated back in 2014 that
0
“the premium value given to natural
2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
gas condensates (C5+) provided a
Jan-Feb
new driver for development and
high rates of return” for producers
2018 to build their $14 billion liquified natural gas
in the area. This and other natural gas liquids (such as
facility and export terminal on BC’s west coast. The
propane) extracted during drilling and processing make
proposed facility will be able to liquify between 1.5
for profitable economics for operators in the area, even
and 3.1 Bcf/d of gas, largely sourced from the Heritage
in the face of low natural gas commodity prices. As proof
Montney area surrounding Dawson Creek. With current
of the economics, 2017 saw producers in the region
production capacity in the region at 2.9 Bcf/d, a positive
more than double condensate production compared
investment decision from LNG Canada would be sure
2016.
to result in a further surge in exploration, processing,
and transportation capacity for the region. And with
Currently proposed export facilities and infrastructure
world demand for LNG predicted to outpace supply
will create significant marketing potential for both the
within a decade, a further deluge of economic activity
condensate and propane commodities produced in
for Dawson Creek is more likely than ever.
the Montney Basin. Major crude oil export pipeline
projects proposed and under construction will continue
With each well drilled, gas plant commissioned, and
to increase demand for the condensates required for
compressor station built, long-term, well-paying jobs are
thinning Northern Alberta’s heavy bitumen for pipeline
secured for local service, transportation, construction,
transport.
and hospitality industries. And it’s these industries,
along with the rest of the spin-off economic activity,
Opportunities abound for downstream marketing of
that are sure to keep Dawson Creek thriving and vibrant
propane as well with the AltaGas Ridley Island Propane
for decades to come.
Export Terminal and Pembina’s Prince Rupert Export
Terminal scheduled to go into production in 2019 and
Sources: BMO Capital Markets, naturalgasintel.com,
2020 respectively. The two facilities will provide over
The Financial Post, Northwest Institute for Bioregional
60,000 bbl/d of export capacity.
Research
LNG Canada stated in 2017 that they are working
toward making a positive final investment decision in
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Renewable Energy
The City of Dawson Creek is
renewable energy sector being
community on David Dodge’s
See the Sustainability section
more.

Grid-Tie Solar Projects

at the forefront of the
featured as a spotlight
Green Energy Futures.
on page 28 to learn

Peace Energy Co-operative’s first solar project was the
Grid-Tie PV array for Don Pettit in Dawson Creek. The
project included the installation of 23 solar panels on the
Peace photoGraphics building. Since then, many more
grid-tie projects have been completed in northeastern
British Columbia. In several cases more energy has been
generated than was used by the facility, resulting in a
cash pay back from the utility for the excess energy
“stored” in the grid.

Bear Mountain Wind Park Partnership
As its first major project, locally owned Peace Energy
Co-operative partnered with Aeolis Wind Power
Corporation and AltaGas to form the Bear Mountain
Wind Limited Partnership. The 102 megawatt project,
located near Dawson Creek, was the first fully operational
wind park in British Columbia.

Hydroelectricity
The Peace Region is an important source of electricity
for British Columbia generating nearly 30% of its power
through two of BC Hydro's generating stations on the
Peace River, the largest of which is the G.M. Shrum
station at the W.A.C. Bennett Dam. Construction has
begun on a third generating station on the Peace, known
as Site C.

Peace Region Electricity Supply Project
Power Line Route

Fort
ort
rt St. John
Site C
Substation

Taylor
Substation
Ta
Taylor

Due to rapidly growing industrial demand in the
South Peace Region, the past few years have seen
significant planning and construction of major electricity
infrastructure projects including the construction of
the $296 million 230-kilovolt DCAT (Dawson CreekChetwynd Area Transmission) line. The project allowed
BC Hydro to double the energy they could bring in to the
region. Even with the increased capacity, continued rapid
growth lead to BC Hydro announcing another major
expansion project. The Peace Region Electricity Supply
(PRES) transmission line when constructed will connect
the Site C dam currently under construction with the
large industrial customers processing natural gas and
liquids in the Ground Birch area west of Dawson Creek.
The project will consist of two parallel 230 kilovolt power
lines and is set to begin construction mid 2018. “PRES
will help to ensure that we can reliably provide electricity
to our industrial customers who want to power their
facilities with clean energy.” (bchydro.com)

97

Power line
route

Groundbirch
97

EXISTING
Power line
Substation
PLANNED

Chetwynd
97

Shell Groundbirch
Substation

Site C power line
Site C substation
*Not to scale

Sundance Lakes
Substation
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Mining

Forestry

T

F

here are four wood products manufacturing
operations in the South Peace. Louisiana-Pacific
operates an Oriented Strand Board plant in Dawson
Creek. West Fraser and Canfor both operate sawmills in
Chetwynd. West Fraser’s mill also includes a bio energy
facility and Canfor’s has a pellet plant as part of the
operation. Paper Excellence owns Chetwynd Mechanical
Pulp Inc., which is part of a taxation sharing agreement
between Chetwynd and Dawson Creek. There are also
a number of independent custom sawmill operators in
the area.

or decades, the Peace Region mining industry
centered in Tumbler Ridge has been a major
economic driver. With the rise and fall of commodity
prices over the years, the communities in proximity to
the mines have had to weather the boom and bust cycle
that comes with the mining industry. After several years
of low commodity prices, several mines had idled back
or ceased operations. However, 2016 saw a surge in coal
prices, particularly in metallurgical coal, which led to
the the restart of mines in the area. In the fall of 2016
Conuma Coal reopened the Brule Mine adding 170
jobs to the area. The Wolverine Mine also opened and
began producing coal in 2017, providing an additional
220 jobs to the local economy.

The majority of timber processed at local mills comes
from the Dawson Creek Timber Supply Area. The
current Annual Allowable Cut, which took effect
October 30, 2014 is 1.86 million cubic metres, of which
a maximum of 978 000 cubic metres is attributable to
conifers.

Environmental Assessments are currently ongoing for
other proposed additional mines that, if approved,
would add millions of metric tonnes more production
annually to the Tumbler Ridge and Chetwynd regions.

Harvesting of the forest resource is undertaken by both
company and contract loggers. Many of those that are
employed in the industry are local residents. The active
logging season generally runs from July through March.
Opportunities exist in small diameter pine harvesting
and processing, remanufactured products, engineered
wood products, panelboards, furniture and housing
products.
B.C. Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource
Operations:
www.gov.bc.ca/for
Dawson Creek Timber Supply Area:
www.for.gov.bc.ca/hts/tsa/tsa41
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Tourism

V

isit the stone cairn that marks the actual beginning
of the Alaska Highway. Stop at the Northern
Alberta Railways Park where you’ll find the historic
Railway Station Museum and Visitor Centre. The
museum, housed in the original 1931 railway station,
features an extensive collection of highway memorabilia,
pioneer artifacts and wildlife displays. Also in the Park
is the Art Gallery, located in a renovated grain elevator.

In a survey of travelers to Northeast BC, visitors were
motivated to take this journey by the idea of seeing
wildlife and wild landscapes, visiting places they had
never been before and/or taking a journey they had
heard about and always wanted to take. At least 60%
of travelers said these three motivations were very
important in their decision to take their trip to the
North. Opportunities to enjoy outdoor activities or
travel in places where they felt safe were also important
motivators.

Other community attractions include the Walter Wright
Pioneer Village where you will be transported back to
Dawson Creek’s frontier past. Go on your own for a
downtown stroll with our self-guided historic walking
tour and stop in at the Alaska Highway House located
next to the Mile Zero Post, a popular place to have your
picture taken.

Dawson Creek is also home to the “Greatest Show in the
Peace” - the annual Dawson Creek Fall Fair, Rodeo and
Exhibition. The attractions include World Professional
Chuckwagon Racing, Western Chuckwagon Racing
and the Wrangler Canadian Pro Tour Rodeo.
Dawson Creek is the only city in BC to offer professional
chuckwagon racing every year!

Dawson Creek has many core attractions to entice
visitors to the area. The area surrounding Dawson
Creek contains some exceptional scenery and is home to
a variety of wildlife.

In 2016, 16,470 visitors stopped in at the Dawson
Creek Visitor Information Centre located in the
historic Railway Station Museum. Check out
www.tourismdawsoncreek.com for more information.

Outdoor enthusiasts have a choice of adventure sports,
ecotourism and backcountry experiences to enjoy.
Opportunities are present for agri-tourism, circle tours,
backcountry lodges and expansion of skiing, boating
and other activities.

www.dawsoncreek.ca
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Mile 0 Alaska Highway

Our Visitors – Who They Are

Dawson Creek’s historic location at
Mile 0 of the Alaska Highway and
the hub of four major driving routes
provides economic benefits for our
city from the approximate 146,000
travellers that stay here and contribute
close to $55 million to our local
economy each year. Money is spent
in local businesses on transportation,
accommodation, fuel, groceries,
restaurants, shopping, entertainment,
attractions and various other goods
and services.

Results of a Visitor Research Project in
Dawson Creek carried out jointly by
Tourism Dawson Creek and Tourism
BC show that 49% of people who
travel to Dawson Creek are Canadian
and out of this, 69% are from British
Columbia or Alberta. At 45% of total
visitors, the next largest group
visiting the city is from the
United States of America.

Tourism Dawson Creek
Vision Statement
That Tourism Dawson Creek
(TDC) be recognized as a provincial
leader and innovator in destination
development and marketing while
leading the city towards sustainable
economic growth and development
utilizing the tourism industry.
To succeed at this, Tourism Dawson
Creek facilitates and coordinates
the development and promotion
of tourism within the City of
Dawson Creek for the benefit of
the community by creating yearround, memorable visitor experiences
through effective management and
planning, information management
and research, communications,
destination development, product
development, business and industry
development,
marketing,
and
visitor services. Tourism Dawson
Creek is operated by Spectra Venue
Management who also operate the
Encana Events Centre.

For both Canadian and
American visitors, 53% were
over the age of 55, 61% of
whom had completed a college
diploma or university degree
and 83% listed leisure as the
purpose of their trip. 50% of
these leisure visitors were noted
to be in self-contained vehicles
(RVs, 5th wheels) and stay in
RV parks and campgrounds,
while 46% come in vehicles
and use motels and hotels. Of
note are also the 5% business
travelers and the 10% who
are visiting friends and family.
90% of Americans that visit
Dawson Creek are traveling
to Alaska leaving most of the
10% of travelers to be Alaskans
going south.

Traveler Origin
BC and Alberta account for 69%
of Canadian visitors to Dawson
Creek.

Canada 49%
BC 20%
Alberta 14%
Ontario 7%
Other Canada 7%
Yukon 2%

United States 45%
Alaska 10%
Pacific 8%
Mid-West 9%
South 10%
New England 3%

Overseas 6%
Europe 5%
Asia Pacific 1%
Other <1%
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Agriculture Sector

A

griculture continues to be of major importance
in the Dawson Creek economy. Because Dawson
Creek is centrally located in the Peace Region, it is
naturally the service and sales centre for the agriculture
community. There are more businesses in the City
that directly service the agricultural community than
any other single industry. That’s no wonder: with close
to 2.5 million acres in production, the Peace Region
is the largest agricultural region in British Columbia
and home to some 1,800 farms, producing well over
$100 million worth of product annually.
Farms in the Peace Region enjoy the dual advantages
of low land prices and low cost of production. As well,
the area surrounding Dawson Creek has excellent
growing conditions and proximity to West Coast
grain terminals is also a significant cost advantage.

www.dawsoncreek.ca
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Grain & Seed Crops
The dominant annual crops have been the traditional
prairie crops: wheat, oats, barley, and canola. Almost
90% of BC’s grain and 95% of BC’s canola are produced
in the Peace, as well as 90% of the dry field peas and
95% of forage seeds.

Generally favourable rainfall conditions make this region
less prone to prolonged droughts often seen elsewhere
on the prairies. In fact, unfavourable conditions in other
areas have increased the value of local forage and cereal
grains. Lower temperatures in winter greatly reduce
insect populations, thus limiting the need for pesticides.

The Peace Region is a prime area for producing
exceptional quality grass seeds. As one of Canada’s most
northern farming regions, we benefit from long daylight
hours during the summer.
TYPES OF CROPS & FOOD GROWN
IN THE PEACE REGION

RESOURCES AVAILABLE FOR GRAIN, SEED &
FORAGE PRODUCERS

• Wheat

• Field Peas

Grain Elevators:

• Oats

• Berries

• Agricore United

• Agri-Source Ltd.

• Barley

• Greenhouse Products

• Louis Dreyfus

• Parrish & Heimbecker Ltd.

• Canola

• Flax Seed Nursery Products

• Pioneer Grain

• Viterra

• Fescue

• Field Vegetables

• South Peace Grain Cleaning Co-op

• Alfalfa

• Fruit

• Various grass and cereal seed sale companies

• Rye

• Nuts
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Livestock
Of all the agricultural production in the Peace, livestock
operations show perhaps the greatest potential.
Abundance of space and quality feed have recently
boosted both the hog and the traditional beef cattle
industries, with cow/calf production now the largest in
BC.

largest bison herds in the province, producing nearly
three-quarters of BC’s bison. Areas of potential growth
and further diversification include livestock finishing,
dairy and eggs and expanded game farming.
Lawrence Meat Packing, a provincially inspected
slaughter facility in the region, is located in Dawson
Creek. There is also a provincially inspected poultry
processing plant at South Peace Colony. It is capable of
processing 800 chickens a day. The South Peace Colony
is also a proud producer of 100% BC beef.

Livestock production also includes dairy cattle, sheep,
goats, and horses, with a growing diversification into
game farming of bison and reindeer as well as exotic
livestock including llama, alpaca, fox, ostrich, emu and
wild boar. The Peace Region is home to some of the

TYPES OF LIVESTOCK PRODUCTION IN THE PEACE REGION
• Beef
• Dairy
• Llama & Alpaca

• Sheep/Lambs
• Goats
• Game Farming

• Horses
• Hogs

• Bison
• Elk

Honey

BC Grain Producers Research Facility

The long summer days are also a benefit to the region’s
beekeepers, producing as much as three times more
honey per hive than elsewhere in the province. The Peace
Region accounts for 30% of the provincial honey crop.
Peace honey is renowned for its exceptional flavour.

One goal of the BC Grain Producers Association
(BCGPA) is to improve the viability of the grains and
oilseed industry in the BC Peace River region. The BC
Grain Producers Association have been conducting
field crop research in the area for over twenty years and
opened a research facility in Dawson Creek in 2009
providing researchers with access to offices, a spacious
warehouse and labs. One lab is used for seed handling
and features proper vacuum ventilation for working
with treated seed and the second lab is designed for
handling harvested materials.

Organic
The pristine environment in the Peace makes it very
suitable for taking advantage of North America’s
growing interest in organic crops. A growing number
of farms across the Peace bio region are now producing
certified organic beef, bison, poultry, hogs, eggs, wheat,
barley, herbs, hay, oil seeds, peas, as well as table and seed
potatoes, with more than 50,000 acres in the organic
certification program already.

www.dawsoncreek.ca

Current field research studies the potential of crops new
to the region and ways to improve yield and maturity
for existing commodity crops. Such work involves
partnering with a dozen public and private plant
breeders across Canada. With this new high-quality
research facility, the BCGPA can continue to carry out
important research for the betterment of agriculture in
the Peace Region.
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Agricultural Groups
•
•
•
•
•
•

Dawson Creek Exhibition Association
(Agricultural Fair, Rodeo & Exhibition)
BC Grain Producers Association
BC South Peace River Stockmen’s Association
Certified Organic Associations of BC
South Peace Feeder Cooperative
South Peace BC Bred Heifer Cooperative
Association

Ministry of Agriculture
1201 103rd Avenue Dawson Creek BC V1G 4J2
Toll Free: 1-877-772-2200
Tel: 250 784 2601 Fax: 250 784-2299
Production Insurance
Toll Free: 1-877-772-2200
Tel: 250 784-2236 Fax: 250 784-2299

Agriculture Statistics
LIVESTOCK
(# OF FARMS REPORTING)
Total cattle and calves (193)

# OF
ANIMALS

HAY & FIELD CROPS
(# OF FARMS REPORTING)

HECTARES

32,741

Wheat (59)

18,629

—

Oats (127)

7,270

Total sheep (27)

3,364

Barley (52)

6,718

Horses & ponies (245)

2,928

Alfalfa & Alfalfa mixtures (286)

25,441
20,429

Total pigs (14)

Goats (16)

396

Canola (61)

Bison (6)

732

Forage seed (12)

Honeybees (7)
Total Chickens (49)

632 (colonies)
34,509

Total Turkeys (11)

—

Other Poultry (15)

1,500

Census Consolidated Subdivision 21
Peace River D – 2012

All other tame hay & fodder crops (146)

NUMBER OF FARMS
REPORTING

641
10,752

526

Total area of farms (hectares)

222,443

Land in crops (hectares)

92,108

Gross Farm Receipts

$71,111,361

Total Farm Capital

$631,594,663

Total Weeks of Paid Work

63

4,500

For More Information
Contact Us
The City of Dawson Creek
P.O. Box 150
Dawson Creek, BC
V1G 4G4
Phone: 250-784-3600

Fax: 250-782-3203
Email: admin@dawsoncreek.ca
Find us on Facebook.com/CityofDawsonCreek

www.dawsoncreek.ca
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