
Aboriginal Traditional Land Use 
final reports complete
We value the culture, lands and traditions of Aboriginal groups 
and work closely with them from the start of the project, 
through the life of the pipeline. On the Coastal GasLink 
project, a significant part of their involvement means sharing 
traditional knowledge to reflect their community’s use of land, 
water and resources. This provides important information about 
what development on their traditional lands may mean to 
their traditional use of the land. Being aware of the locations 
of important sites and timing of activities helps us refine our 
project footprint and carefully plan the construction to avoid or 
reduce potential adverse effects on traditional land use. 

Why are we excited about completing all 19 Traditional Land 
Use Study reports? Because each of these reports creates an 
opportunity for the community to share and validate information. 
With each one of these reports being validated by the Chief and 
Council and often the community before it’s shared with us, the 
process can take numerous hours of meetings, discussions, and 
revisions. The reports are then used to refine our project planning 
and support cultural awareness amongst our workers to promote 
respect for the land and the people.

Learn more in our Q&A:

 Q What does traditional land use (TLU) mean?
 A TLU refers to use of the land for traditional pursuits 

important to Aboriginal people that can include hunting, 
fishing, trapping, collection of plants including berries and 
herbal medicines and ceremonial practices.

 Q How are TLU studies initiated? 
 A TLU protocol agreements are signed with Aboriginal groups 

along the pipeline route prior to starting any TLU studies. 
The agreements are important and can include guidelines on 
sharing sensitive information, an outline of the study area and 
other details on how we are going to work together. 

 Q What’s the difference between engaging with Aboriginal 
groups (engagement) and TLU agreements? 

 A Engagement is the transparent, open and ongoing dialogue 
to identify and discuss issues and concerns. TLU agreements 
are an important piece of growing our relationship with 
an Aboriginal community. They set the groundwork to 
complete the TLU Studies, which are done by the aboriginal 
community and may include their chosen third party. 
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 Q How do Traditional Land Use reports differ from project 
agreements?

 A Both promote legacy. TLU study reports are a summary of how 
the land is used by the people, so we can ensure we understand 
and strive to protect the culture and land. Project Agreements 
outline benefits and commitments that will be provided to these 
communities for as long as the pipeline is in service. 

 Q How do TLU studies differ from field work? 
 A Our environmental field work is completed by biologists and 

scientists trained in their particular disciplines, and offers 
opportunity for local Aboriginal community members to participate 
and to share traditional ecological knowledge (TEK). TLU Studies 
are conducted by Aboriginal groups (and their chosen third party), 
and may include oral information passed down from generation to 
generation through hands-on teaching and customs.

 Q Why are TLU studies and resulting reports important for  
the project?

 A In addition to development planning, TLU Reports also support 
the survival of this valuable information for the community itself. 
With TLU being orally transmitted, much of it may be lost with the 
passing of elders. TLU Reports may help preserve this information 
for years to come. 

More information

• Corporate Social Responsibility report

• Aboriginal Input Helps Shape Coastal GasLink Project
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Nadleh Whut’en Project Agreement commemoration ceremony; from left to right: Mayor Dwayne Lindstrom of Fraser Lake,  
Nadleh Whut’en Chief Martin Louie, Coastal GasLink President Rick Gateman, Mayor Gerry Thiessen of Vanderhoof.

Progress with First Nations – 11 project agreements signed to date 
With the addition of Nadleh Whut’en First Nation and West 
Moberly First Nations, Coastal GasLink has now signed 11 Project 
Agreements, demonstrating a strong commitment to building and 
maintaining positive relationships with First Nations communities. 

“Our early and consistent engagement with First Nations has 
helped establish trust and lay the groundwork for these project 
agreements,” said Rick Gateman, Coastal GasLink’s project 
president. “The deep familiarity and knowledge that First Nations 
have with their land is a tremendous benefit that TransCanada 
draws upon throughout its project planning process. These 
agreements represent only the beginning of the continued 
discussion and feedback that we will continue to incorporate 
throughout the construction and operation of this project.” 

 “We have worked closely with the Coastal GasLink team to 
ensure our culture, the environment, safety and economic 
benefits are considered,” said Chief Roland Willson, West 
Moberly First Nations.

Agreements with First Nations vary, and enable them to allocate 
the benefits in areas that are of most importance to their 
community. Some benefits could include training and education, 
provisions for a liaison committee to maintain relationships 
between Coastal GasLink and the First Nation, or designated 
contracting opportunities specific to the community that has 
signed the Project Agreement. 

The 11 Project Agreements that have been signed so far include: 
Skin Tyee First Nation, Nee Tahi Buhn Indian Band, Yekooche 
First Nation, Wet’suwet’en First Nation, Doig River First Nation, 
Halfway River First Nation, Blueberry River First Nations, Burns 
Lake Indian Band, Lheidli T’enneh First Nation, Nadleh Whut’en 
First Nation and West Moberly First Nations. 
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Coastal GasLink makes a splash 
in Vanderhoof 
A $50,000 investment towards the new proposed Indoor 
Aquatic Centre in Vanderhoof will help the community with 
workforce retention, recruitment and enhancing public health.

The Aquatic Centre is designed to meet the needs of residents 
for the next 50 plus years, and includes a 25 metre pool that’ll 
be used for swimming lessons, recreation swimming, and fitness 
classes; a warm water leisure pool; a whirlpool; and universal 
dressing rooms.

“We’re pleased to be able to invest in this important leisure 
and recreation facility, that will support Vanderhoof’s healthy, 
active community,” said Greg Cano, Director, Project Planning 
and Execution.

The project is supported by a number of community partners, 
including the District of Vanderhoof, Regional District of 
Bulkley Nechako, the Vanderhoof Aquatic Centre Society, and 
Nak’azdli First Nation. 

“Our community has always sensed that an aquatic centre would 
be great for attracting new families to our region. This recreation 
facility will be an asset for youth, seniors and families,” said 
Vanderhoof Mayor Gerry Thiessen. “This support from Coastal 
GasLink will go a long way, in not only allowing us to realize our 
vision, but will leave a legacy for generations to come.”

The Centre will serve the entire region, from Fraser Lake to Fort 
St. James, and the rural areas in between.

“Change” is happening: 
Dawson Creek’s Kindness Meters!
Looking for somewhere to use your spare change? Why not 
consider plugging a parking meter and helping a deserving 
community charity? Coastal GasLink is pleased to support the 
City of Dawson Creek with sponsorship of the initiative and  
with matching meter donations made by the community  
(up to $10,000). 

Four meters will be installed at the Calvin Kruk Centre for 
the Arts, the Kenn Borek Aquatic Centre, Memorial Arena and 
the Alaska Highway House Art Gallery. Funds collected will 
be pooled and distributed evenly on a rotating basis to local 
charities, chosen based on applications received and criteria 
set by Council. Two non-profit groups will be chosen every 
six months.

“This initiative is a great way for people to show their support in 
a small way – and to support a number of groups at the same 
time,” said Dawson Creek Mayor Dale Bumstead.

Vanderhoof Mayor Gerry Thiessen poses with reps from Coastal 
GasLink Community Relations team, and members of the Vanderhoof 
Aquatics Centre Society.

Dawson Creek Mayor Dale Bumstead flanked by Jaimie Harding, CGL 
(left), and Catie Underhill, PRGT (right).
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Project benefits
The Coastal GasLink Pipeline Project will deliver well-designed 
and constructed infrastructure that provides long-term economic 
benefits for B.C. and Canada. 

High-quality jobs – An estimated 2,000 to 2,500 jobs during 
construction, and 16 to 35 permanent positions during operation.

Business opportunities – Services that are typically required 
for pipeline construction include vehicle and equipment supply 
and maintenance, pipe and vehicle hauling, trucking, crew 
transportation, access road construction and maintenance, gravel 
supply, fuel supply, environmental monitoring and more. Our 
local contracting fact sheet is posted at www.coastalgaslink.com 
under “The Benefits.”

Project cost – The project construction cost is estimated at 
over $4.8 billion, with at least 32 per cent of that spend taking 
place in B.C. Once the pipeline is in operation, an additional 
$42 million is forecast to be spent each year, mainly in B.C. 

Property taxes – An estimated $20 million in annual 
property tax benefits will support community services such  
as fire protection, policing, schools, hospital districts, and 
waste management.

Local spend to date – Coastal GasLink has spent almost $48 
million in northern B.C., plus over $2 million in community and 
aboriginal investments along the route. During construction and 
operation, the benefits to B.C. will grow significantly.

We’re on Twitter!
Coastal GasLink is excited to launch a Twitter account! 
Check out the new Coastal GasLink Twitter page: 
@CoastalGasLink and learn about the latest news on 
the Project. Join us and stay in the loop.

Your input matters
If you have questions or comments about TransCanada’s Coastal 
GasLink Pipeline Project, please contact our project team 
by email (coastalgaslink@transcanada.com) or by phone at 
1.855.633.2011 (toll-free).

Our website has maps, videos, past newsletters and more at 
www.coastalgaslink.com

Coastal Link and PRGT connecting with participants at BC Natural 
Resource Forum in Prince George in January.


