
Rotary Lake Timeline 
 

 August 1962 – Planning and construction began on “Man-made Lake” which was renamed 
“Rotary Park” in November 1962. Originally constructed by the Dawson Creek Rotary Club with 
plastic liner and sand bottom and later paved in 1965. 

 August 1967 – Provincial Government passes new legislation under the Health Act governing 
public swimming pools. 

 July 1968 – City applies for exemption from provincial pool requirements, request is denied. 

 1988 – City begins reapplication process for exemption from provincial pool requirements. 

 January 1989 – The Province grants Rotary Lake an exemption from provincial pool safety 
requirements allowing it to operate and be regulated as a public beach. 

 1991 – Operation of Rotary Lake transfers from the City of Dawson Creek to the South Peace 
Mile 0 Parks Society. 

 July 1994 –Tragic incident as a 4 year old child drowns at Rotary Lake. Northern Health 
attributes the accident to murky water and overcrowding. 

 August 2016 – Second tragic incident as a 12-year old child becomes entrapped in the main 
drain and later dies in hospital. 

 August 2016 – Northern Health issues an Order under the Public Health Act to the City and the 
Society to close Rotary Lake until further notice.  

 July 2017 – Chief Medical Health Officer, Northern Health recommends that the Province repeal 
Rotary Lake’s exemption from the requirements of the Pool Regulation. 

 July 2017 – Dawson Creek City Council forms the Rotary Select Committee to advise the 
Minister of Health on the importance of Rotary Lake to the people of the South Peace; look for 
alternatives to rescinding the agreement to allow Rotary Lake to operate as a beach; and 
request an immediate solution to allow Rotary Lake to open for summer 2018. 

 August 2017 – Northern Health issues a Public Health Engineering Report, outlining what would 
be necessary to bring Rotary Lake into compliance before the closure order could be lifted. 

 October 2017 – City officials meet with Northern Health Medical Health Officers and Public 
Health staff.  

 January 2018 – Council receives report from the General Manager of Community Services and 
correspondence from Northeast Medical Health Officer. 

 Spring 2018 – Mayor in discussions with Deputy Minister of Health and CEO of Northern Health. 

 May 28, 2018 - Council holds community meeting to discuss the future of Rotary Lake. 

  



Rotary Lake:  
Frequently Asked Questions 

 
What is Rotary Lake?  

• Rotary Lake is a “man-made lake” approximately 100 metres long and 45 metres wide and is located 
within Mile 0 Park near the junction of the Alaska and Hart Highways.  
 

Why was Rotary Lake closed? 
• The Province granted Rotary Lake an exemption from provincial swimming pool regulations in 1989 on 

the basis that the lake “does not constitute a health hazard to the community”. Northern Health believes 
that the requirements of the exemption are not being met. 

 
What is the difference between a pool and a beach? 

• In B.C., beaches are allowed to operate without lifeguards and regular inspections from health 
authorities. Pools must comply with specific requirements including operating, infrastructure, 
equipment, staffing and monitoring specifications. 

 
What is Northern Health’s position? 

• Northern Health has indicated it does not support a full exemption of the provincial swimming pool 
regulations at Rotary Lake as they believe this approach does not address existing documented health 
hazards. Northern Health would support a partial exemption if cited public health hazards were 
addressed, but reopening Rotary Lake would still require final approval from the Ministry of Health.  

 
What would happen if Rotary Lake was changed to a pool?   

• If the exemption from provincial pool regulations was rescinded, Rotary Lake would be required to meet 
all provincial swimming pool regulations. The City would be responsible for covering all costs necessary 
to comply with the Closure Order, including capital infrastructure upgrades, annual staffing, supplies and 
maintenance. The City would also be responsible for operator training, a pool safety plan, bather load 
limits, and pool supervision.  

 
What needs to be done to re-open Rotary Lake? 

• Rotary Lake cannot be reopened until the Closure Order has been either terminated or varied to allow 
the re-opening. Northern Health advises that the Closure Order will remain in effect until all of the 
requirements of the Order are met and the Environmental Health Officer/Medical Health Officer is 
satisfied that the health hazard identified in the Order no longer exists. This would result in additional 
operational costs, and there is no guarantee that additional health hazards would not be identified, 
which could result in subsequent closures.  
 

What is the cost to operate and maintain Rotary Lake? 
• If the City was successful in obtaining a partial exemption to the swimming pool regulations, estimated 

costs would be:  
o $400,000 - $500,000 for capital infrastructure upgrades (this is only a high-level estimate as it 

cannot be confirmed that this would be sufficient to meet all requirements; an engineer’s report 
would most likely be necessary);  

o $100,000 - $125,000 for annual staffing;  
o $35,000 for lifeguard chairs, safety plan manual, annual supplies and maintenance. 

• If Rotary Lake is required to comply with all provincial swimming pool regulations, the City would be 
required to cover additional costs to bring Rotary Lake into full compliance. 

 
Please note, this handout is provided for information purposes only. 
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